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I  want  to  take  the  opportunity  of  showing  you  a  case  admitted 
to  Ward  1,  a  number  of  which  probably  you  will  see  as  the 
winter  goes  by,  and  yet  it  might  happen  that  you  would  not  see 
any.  In  my  rounds  in  the  wards  Monday,  I  found  thie  patient, 
and  noticed  the  flushed  appearance  of  his  face  across  the  ward. 
It  was  striking,  because  one  cheek,  the  left,  was  more  flushed 
than  the  right.  On  looking  at  his  temperature  chart,  I  found  his 
temperature  high,  as  I  expected — 104°;  on  the  morning  of  admis- 
sion it  showed  108 J^°,  at  noon  and  at  4  p.m.  103|°,  and  104°  in  the 
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graphically  reported  for  The    Southern  PuAcrriTiONER  by   J.   How  e 
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eveuiug.  He  was  admitted  on  the*9th,  two  days  ago.  He  was 
perfectly  well  up  to  ^e  night  previous,  when  he  had  a  chill. 
This  chill  was  followed  b}^fUisl\es.^  heat.  At  the  same  time  he 
complained  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  which  was  in- 
creased by  deep  breathing  and  coughing.  The  cough  arose  at 
the  same  time  as  the  chill,  and  it  was  unproductive.  The  pain 
shifted  around  to  the  left  axilla  during  the  first  day,  and  the 
cough  continued.  At  the  same  time  there  was  headache,  but  no 
general  pains  in  the  back  or  limbs,  as  often  develop.  To  recapi- 
tulate, the  chill,  followed  by  fever,  with  pain  in  the  side,  seized 
a  male  adult  of  twenty -five  while  in  good  health,  and  twelve 
hours  afterward  we  found  him  with  rapid,  full  pulse,  continuance 
of  fever,  a  constant,  dry,  unproductive  cough,  a  little  pain  in  the 
side,  accompanied  with  headache.  The  tongue  was  furred,  there 
was  anorexia,  and  the  bowels  were  costive.  The  skin  was  hot  and 
dry,  the  uriu^  scanty  and  highly  colored.  He  remained  in  bed, 
not  restless,  but  perfectly  quiet,  although  oppressed  in  breathing. 
The  cough  and  oppressed  breathing,  of  course,  led  to  an  exami- 
nation of  his  lungs.  They  were  gone  over  carefully,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  oppression  and  interference  with  breathing,  so  that 
the  inspirations  were  short  and  followed  by  quick  expiration  (as 
much  as  thirty  to  the  minute),  there  were  no  physical  signs  of 
disease  in  the  lungs;  neither  rales  nor  breathing  that  was  apart 
from  the  normal  respiratory  manner. 

On  the  night  of  this  day  the  tever,  having  continued  very 
high,  fell,  and  by  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  was  as  low  as  100°. 
Now,  he  had  administered  to  him  that  night  some  phenacetine 
and  quinine,  five  grains  of  each  at  8  o'clock,  and  the  same  dose 
repeated  at  10  o'clock.  There  was  a  fall  in  the  temperature, 
but  no  relief  to  the  local  symptoms.  The  cdiigh  continued;  its 
character  seemed  a  little  changed;  it  was  accompanied  with  some 
expectoration;  the  oppressed  breathing  remained  the  same. 

Therefore,  yesterday  we  found  fever,  cough  with  expectoration, 
oppressed  breathing,  hot  and  dry  skin.  Yesterday,  also,  the 
respirations  were  rapid — 32,  30,  28  to  the  minute.  The  pulse 
was  not  very  rapid,  only  as  high  as  90  to  98.  The  urine  was 
loaded  with  urates,  did  not  contain  albumin,  and  the  chlorides, 
which  we  look  for,  of  course,  were  not  present  as  yet.  On  phys- 
ical examination  yesterday,  there  was  present  at  the  base  of  the 
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left  lung,  along  the  spinal  column,  bronchial  breathing,  very 
distinct;  there  were  moist  rales  of  small  size;  there  was  increased 
vocal  fremitus  and  resonance;  there  was  dullness  upon  percus- 
sion, but  no  change  was  found  by  inspection,  nor  has  any  been 
observed.  When  auscultating  and  the  patient  coughed,  it  seems 
as  if  the  sound-waves,  diffused — when  the  lung  is  intact  and 
bronchioles  free — run  up  against  something  solid,  and  are 
bh>cked.     It  is  indescribable,  and  yet  it  is  characteristic. 

To-day  we  find  fever,  hurried  breathing,  cough,  skin  more 
moist,  cheek  less  flushed;  and,  as  I  examine  him,  and  have  you 
examine  him  in  turn,  we  find  at  the  base  of  the  left  lung  dull- 
ness, not  flatness^  well  -  increased  fremitus,  marked  bronchial 
breathing,  and  moist  rales;  when  he  counts,  there  is  bronchoph- 
ony.    The  right  lung  is  normal. 

Yesterday  evening  the  oppression  was  greater,  the  mucous  was 
sticky  and  difficult  for  the  patient  to  expectorate,  and,  when  dis- 
charged, was  found  to  be  tinged  with  blood,  being  rusty -colored. 
To-day  it  is  only  occasionally  red  streaked. 

While  the  case,  as  to  diagnosis,  is  perfectly  simple  and  plain, 
the  nature  of  which  any  third-year  student  could  tell  me,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  full  of  interest.  We  have  a  case  of  acute  croupous 
pneumonia,  occurring  from  exposure,  with  the  phenomena  usually 
characteristic  of  this  disease.  There  is  nothing  obscure  in  the 
case.  The  only  difference  from  most  cases  is  that  the  second  day 
of  the  disease,  the  first  day  he  was  under  our  observation,  there 
were  no  physical  signs  indicative  of  consolidation  of  the  lungs, 
no  dullness,  no  bronchial  breathing,  no  increased  resonance,  fre- 
nntus,  or  bronchophony.     Why  did  we  not  have  these  signs? 

Pneumonia,  as  you  know,  is  not  a  disease  that  may  involve 
the  whole  portion  of  the  lung  at  once.  Sometimes  you  will  find 
an  increased  area  of  dullness  and  bronchial  breathing  along  the 
edge  of  the  lung;  from  this  point  it  may  spread;  or  you  will  de- 
tect a  small  patch  at  the  apex  or  the  tip  of  one  of  the  lobes, 
from  which  it  may  extend  through  the  whole  lobe.  All  of  which 
shows  we  do  not  find  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours  the  signs  you 
are  familiar  with  of  consolidation  of  the  lungs.  When  we  have 
cases  just  as  this,  the  inflammation  has  begun  in  the  center,  deep- 
seated  in  the  lobe  of  the  lung,  and  has  gradually  come  to  the 
surfitca.     During  the  first  twenty-four  hours  of  the  disease^  th^ 
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solidified  patch  of  the  lung  was  surrounded  by  one  or  two  inches 
of  healthy  vesicular  lung  tissue;  as  the  inflammation  ^rept  t6  the 
surface,  the  central  pneumonia,  therefore,  in  tl...  .-^ense  that  the 
disease,  the  infl»mmation,  began  in  the  center  of  the  lobe,  cre- 
ated physical  signs  which  became  apparent.  Over  and  over  again 
you  will  see  just  such  cases  as  this,  particularly  so  in  children. 

In  children,  croujxMis  pneumonia  is  comparatively  rare. 
In  them  a  lobular  or  catarrhal  ))neumonia  is  usually  seen. 
A  croupous  pneumonia  may  be  present  without  a  guaranty  of 
signs,  and  while  you  are  sure,  from  the  high  fever  and  peculiar 
respiration  and  cry,  there  must  be  pneumonia,  particularly  as 
you  find  no  other  evidence  of  disease,  vet  an  examination  of  the 
lungs  will  not  reveal  the  presence  of  the  disease  until  twenty- 
four  hours  have  elajwed.  It  is  not  that  these  physical  signs  arc 
delayed,  it  is  siniply  that  the  consolidation  is  so  deep-seated  it 
cannot  be  discovered. 

We  have  had  this  patient  enveloped  in  a  cotton  jacket;  wc 
have  tried  to  see  that  he  did  not  take  cold.  In  addition,  he  has 
been  given  as  you  know,  a  compound  of  phenacetine  and  quinia. 
The  administration  of  a  large  dose  of  quinia  is  perfectly  admissi- 
ble in  a  case  o*"  sudden  fever  with  headache  and  pain,  even  if 
you  are  not  able  to  determine  the  actual  disease  present.  The 
only  precaution  for  the  use  of  it  would  be  the  possibility  of  a 
meningitis  developing,  or  an  irritant  state  of  the  gastro-intesti- 
nal  tract.  If  the  patient  were  vomiting  or  had  diarrhoea,  it  is 
hardly  likely  that  you  would  think  of  administering  such  drugs. 
Then,  for  treatment  in  a  mild  case  like  this,  quinia  and  Dover's 
powder  may  limit  the  extent  of  the  inflammatory  process.  It 
will  be  only  necessary  to  administer  a  mild  stimulant,  such  as 
whisky  or  ammonia  in  this  case.  To  give  small  doses  of  alco- 
hol, with  four  grains  of  quinia  thrice  daily,  to  keep  the  patient 
warm  and  comfortable,  and  use  ordinary  liquid  food,  will  pro- 
duce early  convalescence. 

Graver  cases  demand  more  active  treatment.  We  were  not 
frightened  at  the  temperature,  104.  It  frequently  runs  up  to 
105  without  any  very  serious  results.  But  you  want,  if  such  is 
possible,  to  lessen  the  degree  of  inflammation,  and  hence,  reduce 
this  high  temperature.  You  can  in  a  measure  do  so,  first  by 
large  doses  of  quinia;  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  does  check  the  on- 
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set  of  an  acute  inflaminatory  proe^sss.     Second,  by   arterial  sed- 
atives, as  veratruni  viride. 

If  the  strength  is  very  great,  if  the  fever  is  high,  if  the  pulse 
is  full,  strong  and  bounding,  the  cheeks  flushed,  the  breathing 
oppressed,  you  can  use  general  venesection  by  the  means  of  cups, 
wet  or  dry,  or  leeches,  In  the  early  stage  of  pneumonia,  par- 
ticularly if  it  threatens  to  be  asthenic  attack,  the  severity  of  the 
attack  is  relieved  by  this  mode  of  depletion.  After  the  first 
twenty. four  hours,  the  eifectof  the  bleeding  having  disappeared, 
if  oppression  continues,  you  can  use  as  a  stimulant  to  respira- 
tory action  external  heat  in  the  shape  of  large  poultices.  They 
stimulate  cardiac  action,  keep  up  the  action  of  the  breathing, 
soothe  pain,  relieve  tension  of  the  breathing,  and  are  a  general 
stimulus.  The  poultices  should  be  replaced  most  carefully, 
changed  every  four  hours,  care  being  taken  to  see  that  the  room 
is  r>f  proper  temperature,  that  there  are  no  drafts,  that  the  pa- 
tient is  not  exposed  during  the  changing  of  poultices.  A  new- 
one  should  1)6  made  before  you  attempt  to  take  off  the  old  one. 
The  chest  should  not  be  bared  for  any  length  of  time  at  all. 
The  poultices  should  be  covered  with  oil  silk  by  which  the  heat 
is  retained  for  a  long  time.  It  is  not  necessary  if  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  body  is  104°  to  change  the  poultices  often;  you  need 
not  fear  that  they  will  get  very  cold.  The  danger  is  from  care- 
less clianging  rather  than  from  the  poultice  on  the  chest.  A.fter 
the  first  twenty-four  hours  have  elapsed  you  can  begin  with  such 
drugs  as  ammonia  and  its  different  preparations,  or  the  prep- 
arations of  alcohol  which  are  stimulating.  The  nitrate  of  am- 
monia will  answer  in  ordinary  cases.  If  the  pulse  is  weak  and 
and  the  respiration  hurried  you  should  better  use  a  more  active 
stimulant  as  the  carbonate  or  the  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia;  the 
latter  is  preferable  if  a  sick  stomach  should  happen  to  be  present. 

We  have  examined  the  urine  of  this  patient,  as  you  should  do 
in  all  cases  of  pneumonia,  for  two  reasons:  to  discover  therapeu- 
tic indications  and  to  find  facts  for  prognosis.  You  do  not  want 
to  be  caught  napping.  You  will  be  asked,  of  course,  as  to  the 
prognosis,  the  nature  of  which  Will  depend  very  much  upon  the 
urine.  If  the  pneumonia  has  set  in  upon  an  old  disease  of  the 
kidneys  it  is  grave.  If  the  urine  indicates  that  congestion  of  the 
kidneys  or  acute  inflammation  has  set  up  in  the  course  of  pneu- 
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monia,  while  more  grave  than  if  absent,  it  does  not  mean  that  the 
patient  is  fatally  ill.     If  the  extent  of  the  disease  is  quite  large 
in  nearly  all  cases  you  will  find  albumin,  the  presence,  more  or 
less  in  amount  of  granular  epithelial  casts,  blood,  and  blood  casts 
in  abundance,  all  of  which  may  indicate  the  degeneration  of  the 
kidney  which  attends  specific  fevers,  or  you  will  find  nephritis. 
The  prognosis  is  not  necessarily  rendered  grave  by  this.     It  does 
make  you  more  watchful.     It  always  prompts  you  to  begin  the 
use  of  such  remedies  as  will  keep  up  the  strength  of  the  heart, 
and  hence  keep  up  blood  pressure  in  the  vessels  and  increase  the 
renal  secretion.     Therefore,  that  is  one  indication  for  the  use  of 
digitalis.     Now,  there  are  some  who  direct  the  use  of  digitalis  in 
all  cases  of  pneumonia;  I  think  you  must  be  guided  by  the  con- 
dition of  the  heart  and  kidneys.     As  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
the  actual  state  of  the  heart  muscle  I  would  be  guided  in  part  by 
the  condition  of  the  urine.     If  the  urine  remains  free  from  albu- 
min, if  it  is  of  normal  or  increased  specific  gravity,  and  passed  in 
as  large  or  even  larger  amounts  than  in  health,  I  would  not  fear 
heart  failure,  and  would  not  think  of  the  administration  of  digi- 
talis.    Otherwise,  the  drug  should  be  administered  in  doses  of  10 
drops  of  the  tincture  three  times  a  day,  or  10  drops  every  three 
hours  with  or  without  ammonia,  and  stimulants.     What  are  the 
indications  for  the  use  of  stimulants?     This  patient  is  a  subject, 
broken  down,  on  account  of  which  a  moderate  amount  of  stimu- 
lant has  been  given  and  will  be  given.     But  in  your  cases  gener- 
ally, the  first  three  days  it  is  not  necessary  to  administer  a  stim- 
ulant if  the  tongue  remains  moist,  if  the  pul<^  remains  firm ,  strong, 
and  the  heart's  action  is  good,  if  the  respirations  remain  under  35, 
and  if  there  is  no  excessive  congestion  of  the  other  lung.     If  the 
strength  of  the  patient,  therefore,  keeps  up  pretty  well  y^u  need 
not  administer  stimulants.     On  the  other  hand,  a  weak,  first  sound 
of  the  heart,  rapid,  feeble  pulse,   involvement  of  the  other  lung, 
rapid  respiration,  a  dry,  brown  tongue,  the  presence  of  delirium, 
or  stupor,  are  indications  for  the  administration  of  stimulants.  If 
there  is  albumen  in  the  urine,  or  old  nephritis,  on  which  the  dis- 
ease, the  pneumonia,  is  grafted,   begin   the  use  of  stimulants. 
Whisky  is  probably  the  best  that  may  be  used,  and  when  you  be- 
gin it  you  will  be  likely  to  have  to  give  it  freely,  in  some  cases  as 
much  as  half  an  ounce  every  one  or  two  hours.     Especially  in  this 
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house  cases  are  common  iu  which  we  administer  stimulants  of  all 
kiiids  freely.  The  indication  of  your  knowledge  whether  the  drug 
is  doing  good  is  seen  in  the  cleaning  of  the  tongue,  the  improve- 
ment in  the  strength  of  the  pulse,  the  disappearance  of  delirium, 
and  the  gradual  diminution  of  albumin. 


LACERATED  CERVIX.* 


BY  WILLIAM  G.  BOGART,  M.D.,  OP  CHATTANOOGA,  TENN., 

Professor  of  Gynecology  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Grant   University — The 

Chattanooga  Medical  College. 


Mr.  President  and  Oenileinen: — There  is  no  department  of 
medicine  that  has  received  more  attention  or  made  more  rapid 
progress  in  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  than  the  branch  of 
gynecology,  and  it  has  been  only  through  the  untiring  energy 
and  labors  of  such  men  as  McDowell,  Sims,  Thomas,  and  our 
own  much  esteemed  Battey,  that  to-day  we  stand  as  American 
surgeons  at  the  head  of  the  profession  of  medicine. 

It  is  my  intention  to-day  to  speak  of  a  not  unfrequent  acci- 
dent, and  especially  the  treatment,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
Dr.  Emmett,  of  New  York — the  lacerated  cervix.  It  was  not 
until  he  had  written  his  paper,  in  1862,  entitled  **  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Gynecology,"  that  this  subject  had  attracted  any 
special  attention  in  the  profession ;  but,  especially  in  his  first 
paper  on  this  subject  in  1869,  we  find  that  the  attention  of  the 
practitioner  has  been  attracted  as  much,  if  not  more,  to  this  sub- 
ject than  any  other.  It  has  been  found  that  by  its  existence 
many  pathological  conditions  have  followed  as  a  natural  result. 

At  first,  of  course,  we  have  nothing  but  a  simple  wound, 
which  may  heal  more  or  less  rapidly,  according  to  the  greater  or 
less  amount  of  cleanliness.  Under  very  favorable  conditions, 
we  may  have  union  take  place  by  first  intention ;  but  a  perfect 
union,  however,  is  very  rare.  There  is  usually  a  certain  amount 
of  cicatricial  tissue  under  circumstances  of  this  kind,  which  has 
a  less  supply  of  blood  than  we  normally  find,  and  the  nerve 


*A  paper  read  before  the  Tri -State  Medical  Society  of  Alabama,  Geor- 
gia, and  Tennessee,  at  its  last  meeting  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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supply  is  found  in  most  cases  to  be  either  abnormally  furnished 
or  there  is  a  marked  exaltation  of  function.  We  frequently 
find  the  cervix  painfully  sensitive  to  the  touch,  which  is  due 
either  to  the  jarring  of  a  nerve,  or  likely  to  a  cellulitis  or  peri- 
tonitis existing.  With  these  conditions  we  may  have  hyper- 
trophy, cystic  degeneration,  bringing  along  with  it  a  multiplicity 
of  symptoms  which  by  many  are  diagnosed  as  diseases. 

The  symptoms  byjvvhich  we  may  suspect,  or  even  with  some 
degree  of  certainty  diagnose,  a  laceration  are  many.  I  may  say 
that  laceration  may  exist  for  a  time  without  exciting  enough  at- 
tention from  the  patient  to  know  that  any  thing  with  the  pelvic 
organs  is  wrong ;  but  it  is  not  until  after  it  has  reached  a  chronic 
form  that  the  symptoms  begin  to  point  to  the  pelvis  as  the  seat 
of  tiouble.  We  will  find  the  patient,  pale,  haggard,  and  she 
complains  of  dragging  sensations  in  the  hips  and  loins.  Most 
often  she  will  have  a  sanguineous  discharge,  or  a  leucorrhoea, 
no  appetite,  digestion  variable,  despondent,  sleep  disturbed,  and 
bowels  constipated. 

Many  of  you  may  think  I  have  overdrawn  the  line  of  symp- 
toms pointing  to  a  laceration  ;  but  when  we  consider  the  many 
pathological  conditions  which  likely  exist  at  the  same  time,  we 
are  not  surprised.  Hub-involution,  areola  hyperplasia,  often 
some  of  the  displacements,  together  with  cervical  degeneration, 
with  an  existing  vaginitis,  urethritis,  and  along  with  these  con- 
ditions probably  menstrual  disturbances,  and  in  some  instances 
amenorrhoea ;  while  at  other  times  we  may  have  menorrhagia  or 
metrorrhagia,  which  is  by  far  the  most  frequent.  Often  re- 
peated miscarriage  is  another  condition  which  is  not  at  all  uncom- 
mon ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  may  have  sterility  a«  a  result 
of  laceration. 

There  is  a  long  line  of  nervous  conditions  which  are  either 
directly  or  indirectly  due  to  this  condition. 

Dr.  Emmett  says  the  importance  of  a  laceration  of  the  cervix 
cannot  be  exaggerated,  since  one-half  of  all  the  ailments  among 
those  who  have  borne  children  are  to  be  attributed  to  a  lacera- 
tion of  the  cervix.  This  statement  is  substantiated  by  men  of 
equal  emiucnce,  as  well  as  by  general  practitioners ;  and  it  is  a 
statement  not  to  be  disputed  that  the  lacerated  cervix,  together 
with  the  many  complications  which  are  certain  to  follow,  is  the 
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source  of  much  suffering;,  disappointment,  and,  I  mi^ht  say, 
unhappy  homes. 

Since  this  is  true,  let  us  see  what  can  be  done  for  the  unfortu- 
nate individual  who  may  be  suffering  from  this  condition. 

Understanding  it  as  we  do,  we  see  that  in  many  cases  we  have 
a  physical  wreck  as  well  as  a  local  lesion. 

For  convenience,  let  us  divide  the  treatment  into  preventive, 
preparatory,  and  operative. 

Preventive  treatment  more  properly  belongs  to  the  obstetri- 
cian, and,  if  prevented  at  all,  must  be  prevented  at  the  time  of 
confinement.  We  all  know  that  often  a  laceration  of  the  cervix 
cannot  be  avoided,  no  matter  how  skillful  we  be,  but  we  do 
know  that  there  are  some  things  done  often  whi'ch  make  it  very 
much  more  liable  to  occur. 

The  administration  of  ergot,  the  untimely  use  of  the  forceps, 
the  rapid  dilatation  of  the  os  by  artificial  means,  and  I  might 
say  by  a  general,  unskillful,  and  meddlesome  manipulation. 

As  to  the  preparatory  treatment,  much  can  be  said,  for  in  the 
proper  preparation  of  our  p./ lent  depends  the  entire  success  of 
our  labor ;  and  just  as  the  wise  farmer  would  first  prepare  his 
soil  before  sowing  his  seed,  so  a  wuse  physician  will  prepare  the 
system  before  attempting  to  repair  this  local  lesion. 

General  tonics,  nutritious  diet,  open  air,  appropriate  laxatives, 
and  local  preparatory  treatment  would  command  our  attention. 
Iron,  quinine,  and  strychnia,  together  with  vegetable  tonics, 
would  be  found  very  useful,  a  tonic  laxative  being  required  in 
most  cases,  as  constipation  is  usually  one  of  the  conditions  which 
exists. 

As  to  the  preparatory  local  treatment,  much  can  be  done  by 
the  use  of  the  wool  or  cotton  tampon,  the  wool  being  preferable. 
The  tampon  may  be  soaked  in  glycerine,  boroglyceride,  or  glyce- 
ro- tannin,  glycerine,  and  iodine.  Blood-letting  by  punctures, 
Churchiirs  tincture  of  iodine,  iodized  phenol,  and  the  use  of  a 
large  amount  of  hot  water,  for  their  stimulating  effects,  would 
be  some  of  the  means  preparatory  to  operation,  if  any  operation 
is  necessarv. 

While  I  would  not  attempt  to  detract  from  the  operation  any 
of  its  usefulness  when  needed,  I  am  opposed  to  the  too  frequent 
use  of  the  knife  in  these  cases,  just  as  I  am  in  many  other  in- 
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stances.  My  reading,  as  well  as  my  experience,  teaches  ine  that 
it  is  best  in  a  large  percentage  of  cases  to  try  other  measures 
first.  Dr.  W.  Gill  Wyle  said  that  a  lacerated  cervix  should  not 
be  sewed  up  until  it  gives  rise  to  symptoms,  and  that  when  it 
does  produce  symptoms,  there  is  some  disease  behind  that  needs 
treatment.  Dr.  Paul  F.  Muudc,  in  the  same  discussion,  said 
that  he  never  considered  a  laceration  with  regard  to  operation 
unless  it  produced  symptoms.  Its  mere  existence  does  not  call 
for  sewing  up,  no  matter  how  large  it  may  be  or  how  much 
everted.  Dr.  A.  F.  Currier  says  :  **I  decline  more  and  more  to 
perform  the  operation."  Dr.  Emmett  says:  **I  think  some- 
times that  more  harm  than  good  has  been  done  by  the  operation, 
although  in  so  many  cases  there  is  no  operation  that  can  take  its 
place  or  accomplish  so  much."  He  further  states  that,  where 
we  have  subinvolution  or  a  thickened  condition  of  the  broad 
ligaments,  the  case  must  be  properly  prepared  before  the  cervix 
should  be  operated  upon  ;  and  until  the  preparatory  treatment 
has  been  carried  out,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  cases  require 
operation,  and  what  do  not. 

Dr.  Battey  corroborates  the  above  statements  as*  to  frequency 
of  operation  upon  the  cervix,  and  states  that  where  he  used  to 
operate  a  great  many  times,  he  now  only  operates  upon  the  cervix 
a  few  times. 

But  that  we  have  cases  that  require  trachelorraphy  is  certain. 
The  day  before  the  operation  it  is  good  practice  to  thoroughly 
move  the  bowels  with  a  laxative.  The  patient  may  be  anaesthet- 
ized, though  this  is  not  always  necessary.  The  patient  is  placed 
in  a  Sims  position,  and  the  vagina  dilated  as  large  as  is  necessary 
to  bring  the  cervix  in  view.  The  neck  is  seized  with  a  Volsella 
forceps  and  drawn  down  until  the  lips  can  be  transfixed  from  be- 
fore backward  with  a  strong  needle,  armed  with  a  double  thread. 
The  threads  are  drawn  through  far  enough  to  form  two  loops ; 
these  loops  are  left  long  enough  to  pass  out  of  the  vagina  several 
inches,  and  by  them  we  are  able  to  completely  fix  the  cervix  or 
change  the  position  at  wull.  The  loops  may  be  held  up  by  an 
assistant,  or  a  small  tenaculum  may  be  used  to  hold  the  cervix 
in  position. 

These  preparatory  steps  having  been  taken,  the  operator  seizes 
the  edge  of  the  laceration  with  the  tenaculum,  and  pares  off  all 
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the  cicatricial  membrane.  The  entire  cicatricial  surface  should 
be  removed,  seeing  well  that  the  angles  are  thoroughly  pared. 
After  this  is  completed  and  the  hemorrhage  has  been  overcome, 
we  take  our  stitches,  beginning  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  from 
the  incision,  on  either  side  of  the  flap.  The  needle  is  passed  per- 
pendicularly through  to  a  point  that  will  include  the  same  distance 
in  the  endocervical  membrane.  To  this  thread  should  be  at- 
tached a  silver  wire  eight  to  ten  inches  long,  drawn  through  and 
held  by  an  assistant  until  all  are  placed  in.  '  Before  twisting  the 
wire,  the  edges  of  the  wound  should  be  cleansed  of  all  clots ;  the 
wires  should  then  be  twisted  evenly.  Cat-gut,  silkworm-gut,  or 
silk  thread  are  equally  as  good  as  the  wire.  After  the  operation 
the  vagina  should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  the  patient  placed 
in  bed.  Of  course,  antiseptic  measures  should  have  been  car- 
ried out  fully. 

It  would  be  well  perhaps  to  consider  here  some  of  the  causes 
of  failure  in  obtaining  a  perfect  result. 

First,  an  imperfect  performance  of  the  operation ;  but  the 
most  frequent  cause  of  failure  is  an  imperfect  preparation  of  our 
patient.  These,  with  the  luismanagement  of  our  patients  after 
operations,  are  the  chief  causes. 

The  patient  must  remain  quiet,  and  the  bowels  should  not  be 
moved  for  at  least  three  or  four  days.  Strict  attention  must  be 
given  to  the  evacuation  of  the  bladder ;  light  diet,  and  for  the 
most  part  liquid ;  the  vagina  kept  clean  by  warm-water  injec- 
tions two  or  three  times  per  day. 

The  sutures  should  be  removed  in  about  ten  days,  and  the  pa- 
tient allowed  to  take  moderate  exercise  for  a  time. 


[One  of  the  oldest  subscribers — not  in  years  upon  this  mun- 
dane sphere,  but  whose  name  is  on  our  first  subscription  list,  and 
whose  graceful  and  facile  pen  has  on  more  than  one  occasion 
agreeably  entertained  our  readers — in  the  early  part  of  Decem- 
ber sent  his  one-dollar  bill,  accompanied  only  by  his  card,  in  re- 
newing his  annual  subscription.     On  sending  him  a  receipt  for 
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the  same,  we  remonstrated  with  him  in  being  so  chary  with  his 
fluent  pen.  ilis  reply  we  give  in  full,  verbatim  et  literatim,  only 
hiding  his  personality  under  a  nomme  de  plume.  For  the  satis- 
faction of  the  curious,  we  would  state  that  he  is  a  well-known 
member  of  the  Smith  family. — Ed.  S.  P.] 


,  December  13,  1891. 


Dear  Doctor  Roherti^: — The  receipt  came  O.  K.  You  are  the 
first  editor  that  has  ever  been  known  to  complain  of  paucity  of 
words.  Just  think  of  such  a  phenomenon !  You  must  have 
been  covertly  forestalling  the  generous  refreshments  of  the  near 
holidays.  ** Never  in  life"  did  such  a  complaint  come  to  my 
ears  as  a  delinquency  on  my  part — that  I  did  not  say  enough. 
Were  not  Forepaugh  and  Barnum  both  gone  over  the  river 
Styx,  I  would  |)romptly  write  them  to  secure  D.  J.  R.  as  a  vara 
avis — an  editor  that  did  not  get  bored  enough. 

We  have  always  ''hearn"  that  editors  had  to  get  a  larger 
waste-basket  every  year  they  straddled  the  immortalizing  tripod. 
Oh,  yes!  Now  the  idea  begins  to  slowly  filter  through  my  thick, 
stupid  noddle.  This  is  just  the  opening  of  winter,  and  you 
kindle  your  fires  from  the  waste-basket;  hence,  plenty  of  'Might 
trash"  is  in  demand.  You  remind  me  of  an  old,  devout  Baptist 
preacher  I  knew  in  the  backwoods  where  I  M'as  "grown  up." 
Said  preacher  often  exhorted  his  people  to  "pray  as  well  as  pay." 
So,  on  a  certain  occasion,  old  Deacon  Jones  "drapped"  in  his 
"quarter"  without  uttering  the  conventional  pleading  grunt, 
which  remiss  was  noted  by  the  preacher — the  Deacon  being  a 
little  ofE-minded,  as  his  wife  had  recently  died,  and  he  was  watch- 
ing young  Widow  Judkins,  just  coming  in.  So  the  devout 
preacher  reprovingly  admonished  Deacon  Jones  to  ** always  pray 
as  well  as  pay."  So  I  suppose  every  little  helps,  if  only  to  fur- 
ther strain  your  big,  old  waste-basket  with  light  trash. 

Didn't  know  you  were  kin  to  Father  Bowling  or  The  Journal, 
his  progeny.  However,  I  do  know  that  all  whom  he  taught,  and 
who  became  '* thoroughly  converted" — as  you  and  I  did — ever 
after  claimed  heirship.  He  was  the  "Grand  Old  Man"  of 
Western  doctors,  and  his  worthy  name  will  be  revered  as  long  as 
honorable  medicine  finds  a  true  devotee  in  the  great  South-west. 

Just  as  soon  as  the  days  and  nights  both  get  longer — at  the 
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saiiio  season — I  will  have  more  time  to  write  you  longer'  letters. 
So  you  may  devoutly  thank  all  thj  gods  for  postj)oning  such  a 
calamitous  catastrophe.  For,  indeed,  what  should  I  write?  Are 
not  all  the  death -dealing  microbes  labeled  and  their  death  war- 
rants (in  blank)  already  printed  in  stacks?  Do  you  wish  me  to 
disgrace  *' scientific  medicine"  by  prating  of  my  granny-bag 
.**im])les,  and  referring  to  the  practical  wisdom  of  our  fathers? 
Nay,  my  brother.  The  ndllenium  is  come.  **Wake  up.  Rip 
Van  Winkle !  The  laycocks  are  bloon)ing ;  the  doctors  will 
meet  to-day."  Not  to  discuss  what  is  best  for  their  patients 
(that's  out  of  fashion),  but  what  is  **the  latest"  microbe-killer, 
and  just  how  much  oF  the  latest  tutonomioxvdoxtoxvmicrobio- 
bugoicide  is  (|.  s.  to  put  on  the  tail  of  a  newly  imported  sauer- 
kraut berliuo-coccus  to  enable  Dr.  Stubbs--just  from  "  Yurrup" 
— to  catch  and  stain  a  cohmv  of  5*aid  varmints  in  a  dav.  Of 
this  Bowling  said:  **Dr.  J.  is  content  to  spen<l  an  age  enumer- 
ating the  corrugations  in  the  rectum  of  an  ant ;  but  this  is  not 
the  healing  art — nor  the  science  either,  for  that  matter." 

So  we  are  more  than  willing  for  microphobists  to  study  "these 
things,"  for  'tis  not  bacteriology  that  I  would  (for  a  moment) 
condemn  ;  I  only  condemn  an  exaggeration  of  its  importance,  its 
pedantic,  domineering  pretentiousness  in  being  mixed  up  in  the 
healing  art  in  an  inappropriate  and  impertinent  manner.  So, 
when  the  bugologists'  hopes  and  beliefs  become  established  truths 
— by  empirical  clinical  experience — then  will  we  joyfully  raise 
our  feeble  voice  in  chanting  hosannahs  to  Esculapius,  and  gladly 
sing  praises  to  hira  who  is  e<pial  to  his  pretentions,  and,  with 
good,  old  Simeon,  return  thanks  to  all  the  gods  that  we  have 
lived  to  enjoy  the  true  millenium. 

Yours  mercifuUv, 

**All  of  a  Twist." 


Sandkr  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalypton). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  fcr  gratis-supplied  samples  of  P^ucalyp- 
tol  and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 


20  SELECTIONS. 


^elecHans. 


The  Results  of  the  Bhurly-Gibbes  Treatment  of  Tu- 
berculosis AT  Asheville,  N.  C* — Last  spring  I  began  the 
use  of  hypodermic  injections  of  iodine  and  chloride  of  gold  and 
sodium,  with  the  inhalations  of  chlorine  gas,  in  the  treatment  of 
laryngeal  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis;  and  while  in  a  few  months' 
time  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  decided  opinion  as  to  the  ultimate 
results  of  the  treatment,  yet  the  first  results  are  apparent,  and 
should  be  reported  to  the  profession.  Permanent  results  can 
only  be  claimed  when  years  have  elapsed  without  any  active 
symptoms  showing  themselves.  Relapses  in  tuberculosis  are  like 
recurrences  in  cancer,  each  one  makes  the  case  more  and  more 
hopeless,  just  as  the  absence  of  either  is  good  cause  to  hope  that 
the  case  is  cured,  which  hope  becomes  stronger,  until  after  the 
lapse  of  at  least  three  years  the  case  can  be  looked  upon  as 
cured.  As  the  percentage  of  cures  after  operations  for  cancer  is 
low,  so  is  it  in  consumption,  when  the  three  years'  limit  is  ap- 
plied ;  and  the  earlier  cither  disease  is  attacked  scientifically  the 
greater  the  probability  of  a  fortunate  outcome.  The  profession 
is  for  some  reason  unaccountably  backward  about  insisting  upon 
the  necessity  of  this  in  both  cancer  and  tuberculosis.  The  ad- 
vice is  given  to  come  back  if  that  lump  in  your  breast  gives  you 
any  trouble,  thus  robbing  that  woman  of  her  only  chance  for 
life;  and  the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis  is  only  too  often  withheld, 
until  the  suspicions  of  the  sufferer  w-ring  it  from  his  physician, 
or  send  him  to  another  who  mav  be  more  candid.  This  is  a  fatal 
error,  for  the  intelligent  cooperation  of  the  patient  is  necessary 
in  the  earliest  stages  of  consumption,  and  to  call  it  bronchitis  or 
catarrh  is  as  much  a  mistake  as  to  pay  no  attention  to  a  lump  in 
a  woman's  breast.  It  is  only  in  the  beginning  that  scientific 
treatment  can  avail  in  either  case,  and  every  one  should  be  given 
the  advantage  of  it.     As  long  as  cancer  is  local,  the  surgeon  at- 


*Read   before  the   Buncombe  County  Medical  JSociety,  November  2^ 
1891,  by  H,  Longstreet  Taylor,  A.M.,  M.D, 
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tacks  it  with  hope  and  confideuce;  as  long  an  infiltration  is  con- 
fined to  a  small  area  in  one  lung,  proper  management  can  do 
much  for  the  consumptive.  No  plan  of  treatment  ever  has  or 
ever  can  be  instituted  that  will  cause  extensive  infiltration  to  dis- 
appear, or  that  can  make  a  well  man  out  of  a  tubercular  subject 
far  advanced  in  the  third  stage  of  the  disease,  nor  can  any  oper- 
ative interference  be  of  benefit  to  a  cancer  case  with  ^ands  in- 
volved that  it  is  impossible  to  remove.  The  positive  diagnosis 
of  phthisis  should  always  be  made  early,  and  no  cases  be  allowed 
to  drift  along  until  they  get  beyond  the  aid  of  any  and  every 
means  of  rescue.  Then  the  percentage  of  cures  would  be  much 
larger,  and  the  lot  of  those  members  of  the  profession  who  bat- 
tle with  this  dread  monster  would  be  more  enviable  than  is  now^ 
the  case. 

After  this  lengthy  preface,  the  results  given  in  this  paper  can 
be  better  appreciated.  I  claim  no  cures,  for  I  have  used  the 
method  less  than  a  year. 

I  have  followed  the  directions  of  Shurly  and  Gibbes  quite 
closely,  except  in  giving  the  inhalations  of  chlorine  gas.  In  a 
hospital  the  gas  can  be  evolved  from  chlorinated  liriie  in  a  small 
chamber,  but  in  private  practice,  with  the  majority  of  patients 
in  hotels  and  boarding-houses,  such  conveniences  cannot  be  had. 
For  the  same  reason  the  inhalations  have  been  given  but  once  a 
day,  and  then  the  chlorine  gas  was  set  free  from  the  aqua  chlori 
(United  States  Pharmacopoeia),  mixed  liberally  with  a  solution 
of  chloride  of  sodium,  and  sprayed  with  considerable  force  (forty 
to  seventy-five  pounds*  pressure  in  the  receiver)  into  a  small, 
closed  air-chamber.  A  large  bottle  serves  very  well  for  the  air- 
chamber.  A  hole  is  bored  in  the  side,  and  an  inhaler  attached 
to  the  neck  of  the  bottle.  It  is  then  suspended  from  the  ceiling, 
so  that  the  patient,  seated  in  a  chair,  can  apply  his  mouth  to  the 
inhaler,  and  the  atomizer  is  used  through  the  hole  in  the  side. 
I  saw  this  arrangement  in  Prof.  E.  Fletcher  Ingall's  office  in 
Chicago. 

Originally  I  procured  my  solutions  of  iodine  and  gold  from 
Prof.  J.  E.  Clark,  Detroit  College  of  Medicine.  I  have  had  no 
abscesses,  and,  beyond  the  smart  at  the  time  of  the  injection  and 
for  half  an  hour  afterward,  no  unpleasant  symptoms.  The  in- 
durations remaining  after  the  injections  of  corrosive  sublimate 
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in  syphilis  are  much  larger,  more  painful,  and  permanent  than 
those  following  iodine  and  gold  injections. 

I  have  not  found  that  patients  lose  weight  while  taking  this 
treatment,  when  at  the  same  time  every  possible  means  is  used 
to  keep  their  nutrition  a*  the  highest  point.  One  of  the  first  re- 
sults is  to  increase  the  amount  of  expectoration.  It  becomes 
more  fluid,  and  the  quantity  gradually  lessens,  until  finally  rales 
have  disappeared  and  small  cavities  have  bccimie  dry. 

Patients  almost  invariably  sleep  longer  and  more  soundly  when 
under  the  influence  of  the  gold  and  iodine.  Stubborn  night- 
sweats,  which  have  resisted  the  usual  remedies,  either  cease  with- 
out special  treatment  or  become  more  amenable  to  it.  I  have 
not  found  it  necessary  to  suspend  the  treatment  if  diarrhoea 
comes  on.  The  diarrhcra  is  treated  in  the  usual  manner,  with 
arsenite  of  copper,  bismuth,  etc.,  and  the  injections  continued. 

The  injections  are  given  for  the  first  fortnight  daily,  beginning 
with  the  minimum  dose,  ^.^  J?rain  of  iodine  and  ^^y  grain  of  gold. 
The  diflPerent  solutions  are  used  on  alternate  days,  or,  as  recom- 
mended by  Shurly,  the  iodine  daily  for  a  week  and  the  gold  daily 
for  a  week.  During  this  time  the  dose  is  gradually  increased, 
until  the  patient  is  given  J  to  ^  grain  of  iodine  and  J  to  J  grain 
of  gold.  I  have  given  larger  doses,  but  have  then  always  found 
the  patient  saturated  with  iodine,  tasting  it  in  his  expectoration, 
depressed,  and  languid.  The  small  dose,  frecjuently  repeated, 
with  this,  as  with  so  many  therapeutic  agents,  is  more  powerful 
against  the  disease  and  less  hurtful  to  the  patient.  After  giving 
a  grain  of  iodine  in  one  injection,  I  was  called  to  see  the  patient 
in  a  few  hours,  and  found  the  ary -epiglottic  folds  greatly  swollen 
and  a?denu\tous.  There  were  ulcerations  in  the  larvnx  before, 
and  the  large  dose  of  iodine  seems  to  have  irritated  the  tubercu- 
lar deposit  in  some  way.  I'nder  smaller  doses  this  complication 
did  not  occur  aga/n,  nor  has  it  in  any  other  case.  No  changes 
have  ever  been  observed  in  the  infiltrated  portions  of  the  lungs 
after  the  injections. 

Just  how  tliege  remedies  act  is  an  unanswered  question.  Chlo- 
rine, iodine,  and  the  gold  salts  have  all  very  great  germicidal 
properties.  Whether  they  act  upon  the  bacilli  or  upon  the  tox- 
albuminoses  produced  by  the  disease,  it  is  difficult  to  say.  I 
am  convinced  that  in  some  way  thev  exert  a  marked  influence 
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upon  the  course  of  the  disease,  as  shown  by  the  effect  on  the 
fever,  the  night-sweats,  and  the  bronchial  secretion,  and  by  the 
increa.se  in  weight  and  improved  sleep. 

The  inhalations  of  chlorine  gas  are  always  more  or  less  irritat- 
ing, and  cause  some  coughing.  They  are  well  borne,  except  in 
ulcerative  tubercular  laryngitis.  In  the  latter  condition  I  sub- 
stitute a  spray  of  menthol  and  creasote.  The  ulcerations  are 
also  treated  locally  with  menthol,  creasote,  lactic  acid,  etc. 

Short  accounts?  of  a  few  cases  will  be  added;  the  notes  are 
taken  from  my  book. 

The  first  case  is  the  first  one  I  used  the  treatment  on. 

Case  /.-^Mr.  B.  J.,  28  years  of  age;  native  of  Ohio;  family 
history  of  tuberculosis;  came  in  December,  1890;  had  tubercu- 
losis, following  pneumonia  and  pleurisy  ;  the  lower  lobe  of  the 
right  lung  was  consolidated ;  jerky  respiration  and  moist  rales 
anteriorly  above  the  consolidated  portion;  apex  free,  and  respi- 
ratorj"^  murmur  normal  to  third  rib  ;  left  lung  not  affected  ;  small 
tubercular  ulcer  situated  in  the  inter-arytenoid  space  ;  tubercular 
bacilli  found  in  sputum  ;  expectoration  very  free ;  night-sweats  ; 
temperature  went  up  to  101°  or  103°  F.  every  day ;  weight,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds ;  had  weighed  one  hundred  and 
sixty -five  pounds. 

Under  general  tonic  treatment,  hypodermic  injections  of  crea- 
sote, and  local  treatment  of  larynx,  he  improved  greatly.  Tem- 
perature seldom  reached  101°  F.,  night-sweats  ceased,  and  he 
weighed  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds.  In  March  he  over- 
exerted himself,  and  had  a  relapse.  Fever  and  night-sweats 
returned ;  right  apex  became  involved.  He  lost  weight  and 
strength,  until  he  was  unable  to  leave  his  bed.  At  this  period 
in  his  history  he  w^as  put  on  the  Shurly-Gibbes  treatment  without 
the  inhalations  of  chlorine  gas.  He  took  fifteen  injections.  The 
dose  was  always  small.  He  slept  better  and  his  night-sweats 
disappeared,  and  his  fever  was  not  so  high.  He  became  satur- 
ated with  iodine,  tasted  it  in  his  expectoration,  and  refused  to 
take  anv  more.  He  was  taken  home,  and  died  there  in  a  few 
months. 

Case  II. — Mr.  B.  R.,  aged  30  years;  family  history  good;  na- 
tive of  New  York;  first  seen  in  February,  1891;  tuberculosis  of 
lung8  ancT  larynx  dates  from  attack  of  la  grippe  six  months  pre- 
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vioualy;  ulceration  of  right  vocal  cord  and  inter-arytenoid  space; 
larynx  swollen  and  paretic;  apex  of  right  lung  consolidated  to 
third  rib;  fine  rales  to  center  of  chest  in  front  and  mucous  rales 
behind  from  spine  of  scapula  to  base  of  lung;  prolonged  expira- 
tion in  left  apex;  evening  temperatuse,  101^  to  102°  F.;  night- 
sweats.  Treated  generally  with  tonics,  baths,  etc.,  and  the 
larynx  locally  with  lactic  acid,  menthol,  and  creasote.  He  im- 
proved  in  weight,  and  his  fever  did  not  come  on  daily,  but  at 
irregular  intervals;  consolidation  began  in  apex  of  left  lung. 

Early  in  April  the  injections  of  gold  and  iodine  were  begun 
and  continued  daily  for  six  weeks.  He  slept  better  from  the 
start,  and  the  last  month  had  no  fever  or  night-sweats.  He 
gained  in  weight.  The  rales  had  disappeared  from  right  lung, 
and  no  further  infiltration  took  place.  The  ulceration  in  the 
larynx  healed  entirely,  but  the  voice,  while  stronger,  was  hoarse. 
He  returned  to  his  home,  and  I  received  a  report  of  his  continued 
improvement  in  August. 

Case  III. — Miss  K.  J.,  aged  30  years;  native  of  Missouri; 
maternal  aunt  had  consumption.  The  disease  had'  lasted  two 
years  when  she  came  in  February,  1891,  weighing  ninety -seven 
pounds;  average  w'eight,  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds;  had 
weighed  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds;  tuberculosis  of  lungs. 
On  right  side  a  cavity  was  forming  below  clavicle  in  the  infil- 
trated portion.  Mucous  rales  over  the  entire  right  lung,  except 
in  consolidated  apex,  which  extended  to  fourth  rib  in  front  and 
to  spine  of  scapula  behind  left  side;  roughened  inspiration,  and 
prolonged,  audible  expiration  in  apex;  a  few  moist  and  sibilant 
rales  in  lower  lobe  behind;  temperature,  103°  to  104°  F.  every 
afternoon  and  night;  profuse,  weakening  night-sweats;  expecto- 
ration very  free  and  quantity  large;  tubercular  bacilli  were  found 
in  great  numbers  in  her  sputum. 

She  was  treated  constitutionally  in  the  usual  manner  until 
early  in  May,  with  but  little  change,  when  she  was  put  on  the 
Shurly-Gibbes  treatment  with  inhalations  of  chlorine  gas.  This 
was  continued  for  two  months,  in  which  time  she  received  over 
forty  injections  and  as  many  inhalations.  Her  fever  gradually 
left  her,  and  on  examination,  June  9,  showed  a  small,  dry  cavity 
below  clavicle,  right  side;  no  rales  anywhere;  expectoration  re- 
duced to  a  small  quantity  on  arising  in  the  morning,  nigTit-sweats 
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rarely  occurriug,  and  weight  one  hundred  and  one  pounds.  An 
attack  of  diarrhoea  came  on  early  in  July,  during  which  she  lost 
several  pounds.  This  was  soon  controlled,  and  she  has  steadily 
gained  in  strength. 

An  examination,  October  31,  showed  that  the  disease  was  quies- 
cent; no  fevers,  no  night-sweats,  no  cough,  except  early  in  the 
morning,  which  is  probably  due  to  pharyngeal  mucous;  weight, 
one  hundred  and  six  pounds;  has  taken  no  medicine  for  past 
three  months.  This  was  an  advanced  case.  She  did  not  i-m- 
prove  until  put  on  gold  and  iodine  and  chlorine  inhalations, 
which  looks  as  though  the  treatment  had  helped  her.  She  is 
confident  of  it  herself. 

Case  IV, — Mr.  K.  W.,  aged  28  years;  native  of  New  York; 
family  history  good;  no  fever  and  no  night-sweats;  expectoration 
small  in  quantity,  but  contained  tubercle  bacilli;  hacking  cough 
almost  constant;  voice  hoarse;  physical  signs  of  a  slight  catarrh 
in  both  apices;  vocal  cords  reddened,  but  not  ulcerated;  weight, 
one  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds;  average  weight,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  pounds;  treatment  began  in  April. 

General  tonic  treatment  for  one  month;  no  gain  in  weight  or 
change  in  condition;  larynx  somewhat  improved  under  topical 
applications. 

Was  then  treated  one  month  on  the  Shurly-Gibbes  method 
without  inhalations  of  chlorine  gas.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
weighed  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds,  which  was  more 
than  he  had  ever  weighed;  had  good  appetite  and  digestion. 
There  were  no  rales  in  either  apex,  but  prolonged  expiration  re- 
mained. In  the  very  sparse  expectoration  no  tubercle  bacilli 
could  be  found.  His  voice  was  stronger,  and  larynx  presented 
normal  appearance. 

In  order  not  to  make  this  paper  too  long,  no  more  histories 
will  be  given,  but  a  simple  synopsis  of  results,  from  which  no 
case  is  excluded  that  has  had  as  many  as  fifteen  injections. 

Total  number  of  cases,  twenty -two. 

Advanced  cases,  with  no  improvement  in  their  condition,  to 
which  category  Case  I.  belongs,  six,  or  27  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number. 

Advanced  cases,  with  improvement  (to  which  category  Case  II. 
belongs),  eight,  or  36  per  cent,  of  the  number  treated. 
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Cases  which  have  shown  very  great  iraproveraeDt  (including 
advanced  and  incipient  cases,  to  which  category  Cases  III.  and 
IV,  belong),  eiglit,  or  36  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

It  is  impossible  to  compare  these  results  with  those  obtained 
without  the  injections,  in  those  cases  in  which  reliance  was  placed 
entirely  upon  climatic  and  tonic  treatment,  with  attention  to 
symptoms  as  they  arose,  for  two  reasons. 

The  first  is,  that  many  cases  came  here  so  far  advanced  that 
euthanasia  is  the  one  object  of  all  treatment.  They  cannot  often- 
times even  reach  their  homes  alive.  Such  cases  would  throw  the 
balance  at  once  to  the  side  of  the  Shurly-Gibbes  treatment,  and 
evidently  unjustly. 

The  second  reason  is,  that,  in  parallel  cases,  the  comparison 
could  only  be  made  with  those  who  have  refused  the  Shurly- 
Gibbes  remedies — patients  who  have  not  had  the  courage  to  un- 
dergo the  treatment.  The  temperament  of  such  cases  is  against 
them  in  their  battle  for  health. 

That  the  climatic  conditions  at  Asheville  are  especially  well 
suited  to  tubercular  patients  is  very  generally  acknowledged,  and 
I  can  report  several  cases  that  were  there  last  year  that  have  gone 
on  since  without  relapse  or  any  return  of  the  symptoms  of  their 
disease. 

The  climatic,  combined  with  the  Shurly-Gibbes  treatment,  is 
the  one  I  now  urge  in  all  cases,  and  I  do  so  from  the  conviction 
that  the  latter  is  a  decided  aid  to  the  former,  and  that  a  larger 
percentage  of  improved,  and  possibly  cured,  cases  results  from 
the  combination  than  from  climatic  treatment  with  careful  super- 
vision alone. 

No  aid  should  be  omitted  that  offers  the  least  hope,  and  if  cases 
are  sent  away  from  home  early  in  the  history  of  their  disease, 
and  with  the  best  climatic  surroundings  are  given  the  advantage 
of  scientific  care  and  direction,  the  prognosis  is  not  as  hopeless  as 
it  would  have  been  considered  only  a  decade  ago. — T%era,  Oazette. 


Sander  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 
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Cupid's  Battle  With  Adipose. — Pharmacists  are  not  in- 
frequently importuned  by  customers  to  give  advice  in  cases  of 
superabundance  of  adipose  tissue,  and  hence  the  following  ro- 
mantic episode  may  prove  interesting  to  some  of  our  readers. 
The  story  is  told  by  Dr.  Dio  Lewis: 

A  very  fat  young  woman  came  to  my  office  and  asked  to  see 
me  privately.  When  we  were  alone,  she  said:  **I  have  called 
to  consult  you  about  the  strangest  thing  in  the  world.  I  will  tell 
you  all.  I  am  23  years  old.  When  I  was  19  I  weighed  one 
hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds;  now  I  weigh  two  hundred  and 
nine;  I  am  filling  up  with  fat.  I  can  hardly  breathe.  The  best 
young  man  that  ever  lives  loves  me,  and  has  been  on  the  point 
of  asking  me  to  marry  him;  but,  of  course,  he  sees  I  am  growing 
worse  all  the  time,  and  he  don't  dare  to  venture.  I  can't  blame 
him.  He  is  the  noblest  man  in  the  world,  and  could  marry  any 
one  he  chooses.  I  don't  blame  him  for  not  wishing  to  unite  him- 
seif  to  such  a  great  tub  as  I  am.  Why,  Doctor,  you  don't  know 
how  fat  I  am.  I  am  a  sight  to  behold.  And  now  I  have  come 
to  see  if  any  thing  can  be  done.  I  know  you  have  studied  up 
all  sorts  of  curious  subjects,  and  I  thought  you  might  be  able  to 
tell  me  how  to  get  rid  of  this  dreadful  curse." 

She  had  been  talking  faster  and  faster,  and  with  more  and 
more  feeling  (after  the  manner  of  fat  women,  who  are  always 
emotional),  until  she  broke  down  in  hysterical  sobs.  I  inquired 
about  her  habits — table  and  otherwise. 

She  replied:  **0h,  I  starve  myself;  I  don't  eat  enough  to  keep 
a  bird  alive,  and  yet  I  grow  fatter  and  fatter  all  the  time.  I 
wouldn't  mind  for  myself,  but  it's  just  breaking  his  heart;  if  it 
wasn't  for  him,  I  could  be  reconciled." 

Then  I  asked  her  if  she  would  be  willing  to  follow  a  prescrip- 
tion I  might  give  her. 

*' Willing?"  willing?"  she  cried.  **I  would  be  willing  to  go 
through  fire,  or  to  have  my  flesh  cut  off  with  red-hot  knives.- 
There  is  nothing  I  would  not  be  willing  to  endure,  if  I  could  get 
rid  of  this  horrible  condition." 

I  prepared  a  prescription  for  her,  and  arranged  that  she  should 
call  upon  me  once  a  week,  that  I  might  supervise  her  progress, 
and  have  frequent  opportunities  to  encourage  her.  The  first  pre- 
scription which  I  prepared  for  her  was  this:  First:  For  breakfast, 
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eat  a  piece  of  beef  or  mutton  as  large  as  your  hand,  with  a  slice 
of  white  bread  twice  as  large.  For  dinner,  the  same  amount  of 
meat,  or,  if  preferred,  fish  or  poultry,  with  the  same  amount  of 
farinaceous  or  vegetable  food  in  the  form  of  bread  or  potato. 
For  supper,  nothing.  Second:  Drink  only  when  greatly  annoyed 
with  thirst;  then,  a  mouthful  of  strong  lemonade  without  sugar. 
Third:  Take  three  times  a  week  some  form  of  bath  in  which 
there  shall  be  immense  perspiration.  The  Turkish  bath  is  best. 
You  must  work,  either  in  walking  or  some  other  way,  several 
hours  a  day. 

**But,  Doctor,  I  can't  walk;  my  feet  are  sore." 

''I  thought  that  might  be  the  case;  but  if  the  soles  of  your 
shoes  are  four  inches  broad,  and  are  thick  and  strong,  walking 
wiU  not  hurt  your  feet.  You  must  walk  or  work  until  you  per- 
spire freely,  every  day  of  the  week.  Of  course  you  are  in  delicate 
health,  with  little  endurance;  but,  as  you  have  told  me  that  you 
are  willing  to  do  any  thing,  you  are  to  work  hard  at  something 
six  or  seven  hours  every  day . 

** Fourth:  You  must  rise  very  early  in  the  morning  and  retire 
late  at  night.  Much  sleep  fattens  people.  Fifth:  The  terrible 
corset  you  have  on,  which  compresses  the  center  of  the  body, 
making  you  look  a  great  deal  fatter  than  you  really  are,  must  be 
taken  off,  and  you  must  have  a  corset  which  any  dress-maker  can 
fit  to  you — a  corset  for  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which 
will  raise  the  great  mass  and  support  it. 

**This  is  all  the  advice  I  have  to  give  you  at  present.  At 
first  you  will  lose  half  a  pound  a  day.  In  the  first  three  mouths 
you  will  lose  from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds.  In  six  months,  forty 
pounds.  You  will  constantly  improve  in  health,  get  over  this 
excessive  emotion,  and  be  much  stronger." 

I  happened  to  be  out  of  the  city  and  did  not  see  her  until  her 
second  visit,  two  weeks  from  our  first  meeting.     It  was  plain 
•  when  she  entered  that  already  her  system  was  being  toned  up ; 
and  when  we  were  again  in  my  private  office,  she  said: 

<'I  have  lost  six  and  a  half  pounds;  not  quite  as  much  as  you 
told  me,  but  I  am  delighted,  though  nearly  starved.  I  have 
done  exactly  as  you  prescribed,  and  shall  continue  to  if  it  kills 
me.  You  must  be  careful  not  to  make  any  mistakes,  for  I  shall 
do  just  a£  you  say.     At  first  the  thirst  was  dreadful;  I  thought 
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I  could  not  bear  it.  But  dow  I  have  very  little  trouble  with 
that. ' ' 

About  four  months  after  our  first  meeting,  this  young  woman 
brought  a  handsome  young  man  with  her,  and,  after  a  pleasant 
chat,  she  said  to  me:  "We  are  engaged;  but  I  have  told  my 
friend  that  I  shall  not  consent  to  become  his  wife  until  I  have  a 
decent  shape.  When  I  came  to  you  I  weighed  two  hundred  and 
nine  pounds;  I  now  weigh  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  pounds. 
I  am  ten  times  as  strong,  active,  and  healthy  as  I  was 'then,  and 
I  have  made  up  my  mind,  for  my  friend  has  left  it  altogether  to 
me,  that  when  I  have  lost  ten  or  fifteen  pounds  more,  we  shall 
then  send  you  the  invitation." 

As  the  wedding-day  approached,  she  brought  the  figures  one 
hundred  and  fifty -two  on  a  card,  and  exclaimed,  with  her  blue 
eyes  running  over:  "lam  the  happiest  girl  in  the  world!  and 
don't  you  think  I  have  honestly  earned  it?" — Western  Druggist. 


Diet  in  Typhoid  Fever. — The  dictum  of  "liquid  food  in 
typhoid"  has  resulted  in  the  use  of  an  exclusive  milk  diet  by 
many  physicians.  So  much  so  is  this  the  case,  that  we  think  we 
may  truthfully  say  that  the  orthodox  diet  in  typhoid,  as  recog- 
nized by  the  profession  as  a  whole,  is  one  exclusively  of  milk. 
The  advantages  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  milk  diet  have  been 
noticeably  great,  and  it  is  customary  to  ascribe  these  benefits  to 
the  bland  character  of  the  food.  The  liquid  character  of  the 
milk  is  particularly  insisted  upon,  and  it  is  assumed  t}iat  solid 
food  would  be  detrimental  because  of  its  solidity. 

It  seems  to  be  opportune  to  call  into  question  this  mechanical 
explanation  of  the  results  obtained  with  a  milk  diet.  The  dimin- 
ished risk  to  perforation  which  it  may  afford  is  insufficient;  its 
lack  of  irritation  upon  an  inflamed  bowel  is  too  indefinite. 

In  the  first  place,  milk  is  only  apparently  a  liquid  food.  Its 
coagulation  into  great  masses  in  the  stomach,  soon  after  its  in- 
gestion, makes  it  a  solid  food,  without  the  advantage  of  subdi- 
vision, which  other  solid  foods  would  have.  Moreover,  the  use 
of  solid  foods  in  ulcerative  conditions  of  the  bowels,  other  than 
typhoid,  is  not  held  to  be  dangerous.  In  dysentery  milk  is  not 
as  well  l^rne  as  animal  broths  and  farinaceous  foods.  Some  au- 
thorities speak  of  the  disadvantages  of  milk  in  the  diarrhcea  of 
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iufancy.  Yet,  uevertheless,  in  typhoid  fever  it  has  proven  the 
best  diet  thus  far  used.  If  the  true  reason  for  its  utility  be 
known,  the  limited  milk  diet  may  be  extended  along  proper  lines, 
much  to  the  benefit  of  the  patient.  The  mechanical  reason  for 
its  utility  is  eminently  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory.  The  reason 
must,  therefore,  be  sought  in  the  chemical  conditions  present. 

The  stools  voided  by  the  typhoid  patient  may  possibly  be  the 
result  of  the  action  of  the  microbic  cause  of  the  disease  in  the 
blood,  but  it  is  far  more  likelv  that  the  conditions  within  the  ali- 
mentary  canal  itself  have  much  to  do  with  their  character.  The 
results  reported  from  the  use  of  intestinal  antiseptics  by  many 
observers,  particularly  the  sulpho-carbolates  as  used  by  Waugh, 
indicate  strongly  that  much  of  the  fever  and  many  of  the  symp- 
toms produced  in  typhoid  are  directly  due  to  the  fermentative 
conditions  in  the  bowel  itself.  Several  years  ago  Rachford  (Med- 
ical News,  Phila.,  Vol.  LV.,  p.  453),  made  a  series  of  observa- 
tions on  rabbits,  designed  to  illustrate  these  points.  He  grew 
pure  cultures  of  tyi^hoid  bacilli  in  different  culture  media — viz., 
peptonized  milk,  peptonized  beef,  peptonized  brain,  and  bouillon 
and  beef  peptonoids.  These  cultures  were  introduced  into  the 
stomachs  of  the  rabbits. 

The  rabbits  which  were  fed  the  beef-peptonoid  cultures  exhib- 
ited very  pronounced  brain  symptoms,  with  elevation  of  temper- 
ature. The  brain  and  beef  cultures  produced  the  same  effects 
without  elevation  of  temperature,  while  the  milk  cultures  pro- 
duced the  mildest  type  of  the  affection.  Rachford 's  experiments 
fully  justify  his  conclusions,  viz.:  **The  physiological  and  pois- 
onous properties  of  the  ptomaines  formed  by  this  bacillus  (Koch- 
Eberth)  will  depend  in  great  part  on  the  character  of  the  food 
material  in  which  it  is  growing,"  and  *Muilk  is  the  best  diet  in 
typhoid  fever,  since  the  ptomaines  produced  in  it  do  not  cause 
either  fever  or  nervous  symptoms." 

Now,  then,  the  true  reason  for  the  value  of  milk  in  typhoid 
being  known,  some  clue  to  the  means  of  supplementing  it  in  the 
right  direction  is  given.  Milk  is  not  a  complete  nutrient  for  the 
adult,  as  it  is  relatively  deficient  in  carbohydrates,  and  in  febrile 
processes  especially  are  carbohydrates  needed.  The  poisons  which 
Rachford's  experiments  show  to  be  active  are  all  derived  from 
animal  food.     Poisons  capable  of  producing  nervous  .symptoms 
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or  fever  caiiuot  be  formed  from  carbohydrates,  so  that  objection 
to  these  articles  of  food  on  this  score  cannot  be  urged.  They 
might  produce  flatulence  and  increase  the  tynipaniteis.  The  me- 
chanical objection  to  carbohydrates,  such  as  bread,  rice,  and  pota- 
toes, is  surely  exaggerated.  The  incomplete  nutritive  value  of 
the  diet  to  which  typhoid  patients  are  subjected  certainly  must 
have  a  Tuarked  effect  in  prolonging  the  period  of  convalescence, 
and  no  doubt  also  reduces  the  strength  of  the  patients  during  the 
attack  to  such  a  degree  as  to  permit  a  fatal  issue  which  a  more 
complete  nutrition  would  have  prevented.  In  the  absence  of 
figures,  we  may  be  allowed  to  believe  that  more  deaths  would  re- 
sult from  this  incomplete  nutrition  than  could  possibly  happen 
from  perforation  under  a  more  generous  diet. 

Again,  the  occurrence  of  severe  nervous  symptoms  may  even 
indicate  the  incomplete  withholding  of  milk  temporarily  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  in  bridging  over  a  serious  episode  in  the  coui*se 
of  the  disease. — Joiirnul  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 


Sterility  of  Fat  1'eople. — Obesity  is  an  obstacle  to  fecun- 
dation in  all  animals;  and  this  law  obtains  also  in  the  vegetable 
kingdom.  Hippocrates  enrolled  this  among  his  aphorisms.  As 
proof,  he  cited  the  frequent  sterility  of  the  Scythian  women, 
often  fat,  in  comparison  with  the  remarkable  fecundity  of  their 
slaves,  who  were  wont  to  becoine  pregnant  upon  the  least  provo- 
cation . 

Without  .seeking  for  demonstrative  instances  in  Eastern  coun- 
tries, M.  H.  Kisch  (Le  Bui.  Med.)  has  ascertained  that  while 
.sterility  exists,  on  /in  average,  in  one  household  in  ten,  or  at  least 
in  more  than  one  in  eight — six  among  the  aristocracy  —  this  pro- 
portion is  increased  to  one  in  five  when  the  wife  or  both  parties 
are  fat;  if  we  reckon  families  which  have  only  one  child,  in  such 
cases  there  will  be  found  a  proportion  (ff  one  to  four. 

It  is  useless  to  insist  that  mechanical  obstacles,  in  conse(|uence 
of  obesity  on  the  part  of  one  or  the  other,  and  especially  on  the 
part  of  both,  to  sexual  congress  are  the  cause.  It  should  be  ob- 
served that  this  condition  is  habitually  accompanied  by  a  decided 
frigidity.  In  addition,  M.  Kisch  has  observed  that,  though  the 
virile  power  is  preserved,  the  spermatic  fluid  is  often  destitute  of 
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spermatozoids  (9  per  cent.),  and  even  then  they  evince  but  little 
vitality. 

With  the  W4iman,  whose  role  in  sterility  is  the  most  important, 
obesity  is  accompanied  by  a  premature  menopause;  or,  if  con- 
tinued, the  discharge  is  scant,  void  ol  color,  and  scarcely  exist- 
ent. Catarrhal  affections  of  the  vulva  and  of  the  uterus  are 
frequent  in  such  cases;  and  these  concomitants  are  important  in 
this  regard. 

It  has  been  observed  that  when  a  regime,  well  advised  and  pur- 
sued, has  resulted  in  removing,  at  least  in  part,  the  obesity,  the 
genital  sense  revives,  and  with  it  the  prolific  aptitudes.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  obesity  is  the  occasion  of  sterility,  it  does  not  al- 
ways entail  deplorable  consequences,  and  non-sterile  women  who 
are  fat  are  no  rarity. — Weekly  Medical  Review. 


Wheatland,  Texas,  8ept.  29,  1891. 

Paris  Medicine  Co.,  »t.  Louis,  Mo. — Gents:  In  the  ten 
years  that  I  have  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, I  have  never,  until  now,  written  a  testimonial  to  the  value 
of  any  medicine  ;  but  such  is  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  owe  to 
Febriline  and  the  genius  tiiat  formulated  its  composition  that  I 
deem  it  a  plain  duty  to  say  that  the  life  of  our  only  child — a  little 
girl,  2^  years  of  age — was  doubtless  saved  by  using,  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  Lyon*s  Tasteless' (Quinine  in  breaking  up  an  attack 
of  malarial  fever  of  so  obstinate  a  type  that  it  set  at  defiance 
every  other  preparation  of  cinchona  and  its  alkaloids,  available 
to  such  cases. 

Every  dose  of  cinchona  alkaloid  given  or  injected  in  any  and 
every  combination  was  imniediately  ejected,  and  the  fever  had 
obtained  such  a  hold  that  a  fatal  condition  seemed  imminent.  At 
last  I  thought  of  Febriline,  a  dose  of  which  I  had  never  pre- 
scribed. Not  one  dose  was  ejected  by  the  stomach,  and,  after  the 
third  dose  of  5  gr.  preparation,  a  profuse  diaphoresis  occurred 
coincident  ^ith  a  rapid  decline  of  temperature  to  subnormal,  the 
comatose  condition  vanished  and  convalescence  was  rapid.  I 
have  since  used  it  in  my  practice  constantly,  and  with  unvarying 
good  result.  As  a  febrifuge  per  se,  as  well  as  an  antiperiodic,  I 
consider  it  for  children  par  excellence. 

G.  V.  Hale,  M.D.  (Jeff.),  L.L.B. 
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Olive  Oil  in  Biliary  Concretions. — From  a  clinical  lect- 
ure delivered  at  the  Cochin  Hospital,  Paris,  by  Prof.  Dujardiu- 
Beaumetz,  published  in  Tfie  Therapeutic  Oazette,  December  15, 
we  make  the  following  extract: 

''To-day  these  facts  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  warrant  us  in 
affirming  that  olive  oil  in  large  doses  is  one  of  the  best  means  of 
combating  the  painful  phenomena  determined  by  the  presence  of 
calculi.  It  arrests  almost  instantly  the  severe  acute  pains,  and 
diminishes  considerably  the  period  during  which  the  patient}« 
sufiPer  dull  pains,  prostration,  and  discomfort. 

''Failure  constitutes  the  exception,  and  what  is  strange,  the 
large  quantity  of  oil  is  well  borne  and  the  patients  do  not  vomit. 
I  say  large  quantities,  for  you  must  give  in  one  dose  two  hun- 
dred grammes  (or  nearly  a  tumblerful)  of  pure  olive  oil,  and,  in 
order  to  do  away  with  its  disagreeable  taste,  you  can  order  the 
patient  to  rinse  the  mouth  with  brandy  and  water,  or  to  suck  u 
little  orange  juice.  In  my  own  practice,  to  the  olive  oil  I  add 
bile,  and  with  two  hundred  grammes  of  oil  I  combine  twenty 
grammes  of  ox-gall.  This  mixture  is  slightly  bitter,  but  it  is 
well  tolerated  by  the  patient,  and  the  results  have  been  the  same 
as  with  the  oil,  so  that  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  credit  to  the  bile 
what  really  belongs  to  it  in  these  cases.  I  was  led  to  employ  ox- 
gall by  the  researches  of  Prevost  and  Binet,  who  have  shown 
that  this  substance  is  a  powerful  cholagogue. 

**  We  are  still  ignorant  of  the  real  mechanism  of  the  therapeutic 
action  of  the  olive  oil.  Touatre  maintains  that  the  oil  always 
causes  expulsion  of  the  calculi.  We  know  to-day  the  cause  of 
this  mistake.  Touatre  confounded  with  gall-stones  certain  oily 
concretions  resulting  from  the  incomplete  digestion  of  the  in- 
gested oil. 

"It  is  difficult  to  admit  that  the  oil  acts  directly  on  the  calculi, 
for  we  cannot  conceive  of  its  pa.ssing  into  the  bile-ducts.  Stew- 
art maintained  that  the  oil  broke  up  into  fatty  acids  and  glycerin, 
and  that  the  latter  produced  in  the  intestines  reflex  movements 
favoring  the  issue  of  the  calculus.  Others,  and  in  particular 
Rosenberg,  considered  the  oil  as  a  powerful  cholagogue,  and  it  is 
this  cholagogue  action  which  explains  the  favorable  effects  of 
the  oil. 

"Lastly,  we  may  suppose  that  the  oil  has  a  direct  action  on 
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the  orifice  of  the  ductus  conuuuuis  choledochus  aud  correspond- 
ing duodenal  region,  which  tends  to  diminish  the  reflex  spasm, 
which  is  the  first  cause  of  the  colic. 

**For  my  part,  I  am  ready  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  Willemin, 
who  thinks  that  the  large  doses  of  oil  act  in  several  ways — first, 
as  a  cliolagogue,  then  in  diminishing  the  refiex  action,  and,  lastly, 
in  favoring  the  descent  of  the  calculus  into  the  intestine  by  their 
laxative  properties. 

**  However  this  mav  be,  the  number  of  favorable  facts  is  to- 
day  so  considerable  that,  before  having  recourse  to  the  injections 
of  morphine,  you  ouglit  always  to  make  your  gall-stone  patients 
take  a  full  dose  of  two  hundred  grammes  of  olive  oil,  with  or 
without  the  addition  of  the  ox-gall.'* 


The  Details  of  Aseptic  and  Antiseptic  SuRiiEKV. — Dr. 
Gerster,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Surgical  Associa- 
tion and  published  in  the  Recordy  said  that  personal  cleanliness 
and  cleansing  of  the  field  of  operation  are  to  be  accomplished  by 
mechanical  measures  rather  than  by  disinfectants.  The  dirt  and 
oily  matter  of  the  skin  is  removed  by  emolient  potash  soap  and  a 
stiff  brush.  This  is  followed  by  the  geruiicidal  lotion.  The 
hands  of  the  surgeon  may  be  sterilized  in  the  following  manner: 
The  nails  are  trimmed  short,  the  hands  scrubbed  with  soap  and 
brush  in  hot  water  forone  minute.  The  nails  are  then  cleaned, 
and  the  hands  immersed  in  strong  alcohol,  and  then  washed  in  a 
1  to  1000  corrosive  sublimate  solution.  Brushes  require  special 
attention.  They  may  be  sterilized  by  boiling  for  ^vq  minutes  in 
water  containing  1  per  cent,  of  washing  soda.  They  should  be 
kept  in  a  1  to  1000  bichloride  solution. 

Instruments  are  sterilized  by  boiling  for  five  minutes  in  .soda 
solution  in  a  covere«l  vessel.  The  addition  of  the  soda  prevents 
formation  of  rust. 

Dressings  are  rendered  absorbent  and  sterilized  by  steam. 
Strong  antiseptic  agents  in  dressings  are  objectionable  from  their 
action  on  the  skin.  Dressings  may  also  be  sterilized  by  boiling 
in  soda  or  potash  lye. 

The  use  of  Florida  s|)onges  is  recommended,  as,  owing  to  their 
cheapness,  they  can  be  used  once  and  then  thrown  away.  Boil- 
ing of  sponges  is  to  be  condemned.     Sponges  are  best  prepared 
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by  beatiug,  followed  by  imraei'sion  in  dilute  mercuric  acid.  Acid 
is  removed  by  washing.  Then  immerse  in  water  for  two  days  to 
permit  the  spores  to  germinate.  Each  sponge  is  then  kneaded  in 
hot  water  for  one  minute  with  potash  or  soft  soap.  They  are 
then  placed  in  a  5-per-cent.  carbolic  solution  for  twenty-four 
hours.  As  a  substitute  for  the  large ,  flat  sponges  used  in  lapa- 
rotomy, he  recommended  the  substitution  of  absorbent  gauze. 

In  operating,  few  instruments,  sponges,  and  assistants  should  be 
employed.  The  dissection  should  be  clean,  the  tissues  being  cut 
rather  than  torn.  Irrigation  should  not  be  employed,  except 
when  special  indications  present.  In  the  abdominal  cavity  irri- 
gation was  condemned;  when  the  peritoneal  cavity  is  contami- 
nated by  pus,  etc.,  simple  wiping  away  of  the  matter  is  suflUcient. 
In  perfect  aseptic  operations  no  drainage  is  required.  Iodoform 
gauze  can  often  be  substituted  for  the  use  of  tubes.  Drainage 
by  tubes  is  required  when  there  is  progi^BSsive  suppuration.  Iii 
combating  septic  morbid  processes,  mechanical  measures,  such  as 
incision,  drainage  and  irrigation  are  of  more  importance  than 
chemical  measures. — Northwestern  Jjancet. 


Pyloric  Obstruction. — Dr.  N.  Senn  reports  in  the  Medical 
Record  fifteen  cases  of  pyloric  obstruction  treated  by  operation, 
and  from  them  draws  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  Pyloroplasty,  as  devised  by  Heineke-Mikulicz,  is  the  safest 
and  most  efficient  operation  for  cicatricial  stenosis  of  the  pylorus. 

2.  Pylorectomy  in  the  treatment  of  carcinoma  of  the  pylorus 
is  a  justifiable  procedure  when  the  disease  is  limited  to  the  organ 
primarily  affected  and  the  patient's  general  condition  furnishes 
no  contraindications. 

3.  Gastro-enterostomy  by  the  aid  of  large,  moist,  perforated 
plates  of  decalcified  bone  should  be  resorted  to  in  the  treatment 
of  malignant  stenosis  of  the  pylorus  as  soon  as  a  positive  diag- 
nosis can  be  made,  and  a  radical  operation  is  contraindicated  by 
local  or  general  conditions  of  the  patient. 


Cocaine  in  Vomiting. — M.  W.  Everson,  M.D.,  in  College 
and  Clinical  Record,  calls  attention  to  the  special  merit  of  cocaine 
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in  nausea,  especially  in  that  of  pregnancy,  gastric  ulcer,  and 
cancer.     He  says: 

**In  vomiting  of  pregnancy  i  to  ^  grain  three  times  daily  will 
generfilly  be  sufficient. 

**  Cocaine  will  be  found  of  value  where  other  remedies  fail.  I 
have  found  it  successful  in  those*cases  of  vomiting  of  pregnancy 
in  which  the  so-called  specifics,  oxalate  of  cerium,  et«.,  have 
failed.  In  gastric  cancer  it  will  often  arrest  the  vomiting  for 
days  at  a  time,  thus  giving  the  stomach  rest  and  allowing  more 
perfect  attempts  at  nutrition. 

**In  every  case  in  which  it  was  used  the  vomiting  and  pain 
were  noticeably  lessened,  and  the  patient  was  made  vastly' more 
comfortable. 

**But,  regardless  of  the  above  special  disease,  cocaine  is  of  use 
in  vomiting  from  any  cause;  and  there  are  many  cases  attended 
by  vomiting  met  with  by  the  practitioner  of  medicine  for  which 
no  cause  can  be  immediately  assigned.  In  these  cases  its  action 
is  manifested  at  once,  and  after  the  first  dose  the  vomiting  usually 
ceases.  The  most  desirable  way  to  administer  cocaine  is  in  pill 
form,  but  it  may  be  given  in  solution  when  a  proper  vehicle  is 
added. 

**  Cocaine  can  be  given  in  suitable  doses  without  fear  of  de- 
pression; indeed,  it  can  be  given  to  a  double  advantage  where  a 
weak  circulation  exists,  as  it  is  to  some  extent  a  circulatory  stim- 
ulant. It  is  also  of  use  in  vomiting  of  enterocolitis  of  children, 
a  disease  which  is  so  frequent  in  our  large  cities  during  the  heated 
term,  and  in  which  vomiting  is  so  prominent  a  symptom.  In  the 
latter  affection  it  is  best  given  in  combination  with  bismuth.  To 
a  child  two  years  of  age  I  give  i\  grain  of  the  hydrochlorate  at 
a  dose,  and  repeat  it  every  few  hours,  pro  re  nata,^* — Pharm, 
Record, 


Lead  Poisoning. — F.  Rowland  Humphreys,  L.R.C.P.,  Lon- 
don, in  The  Lancet  reports  five  cases  of  lead  poisoning  relieved 
by  atropine.  He  concludes  that  in  lead  poisoning  atropine  in 
full  doses  (1)  relieves  the  colic  and  pain  in  the  head  in  the  most 
rapid  manner;  (2)  it  keeps  the  bowels  freely  open;  (3)  it  assists 
in  the  return  of  the  bodily  powers;  and  (4)  it  assi^,  directly  or 
nidirectly,  in  the  removal  of  the  lead  by  iodide  of  potassium. 
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THREE  EPIDEMICS  IN  TWO  YEARS. 

In  the  early  days  of  December,  1889,  the  denizens  of  New 
York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  other  of  our  North- 
eastern sea-ports,  began  to  be  troubled,  more  or  less,  with  symp- 
toms of  acute  coryza,  or  it  was  observed  that  many  of  the  in- 
habitants of  these  ports  of  this  great  country  had  *Haken  cold." 
Later  it  was  learned  by  observation  and  experience  that  the 
American  continent  was  again  invaded,  the  first  time  in  over 
forty  years,  with  an  Eastern  visitor,  coming  from  far-off  Russia 
— yes,  that  the  influenza,  the  grip,  was  again  with  us. 

Like  a  great  tidal -wave,  it  overspread  our  country;  coming 
from  the  north-east  and  travelling  in  a  south-westerly  direction, 
it  had  reached  this  fair  capital  with  the  Christmajs  holidays.  It 
held  high  revel  in  Nashville  five  or  six  weeks;  but,  before  it 
had  disappeared  here,  it  had  moved  onward,  following  the  lines 
of  travel.  And  while  the  early  February  days  of  1890  saw  the 
last  of  it,  the  warm  days  of  the  coming  summer  witnessed  its 
disappearance  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico — that  is,  the  early  summer 
days  of  1890  saw  its  disappearance  from  those  American  cities 
lying  on  or  immediate  to  the  gulf  coast. 

As  one  of  the  many  members  of  the  medical  profession,  I 
rather  congratulated  myself  that  it  was  a  very  fair  visitation  for 
the  doctors,  in  this,  that  it  caused  the  sufferer  to  call  out  lustily 
for  medical  aid;  and  while  the  patient  suffered  much  with  the 
onset  of  the  disease,  the  rational  administration  of  judicious 
remedies  gave  such  timely  relief  that  the  patient's  gratitude  was 
in  many  instances  evinced  by  a  timely  settlement  of  his  obliga- 
tion. The  man  suffered,  the  doctor  relieved  him,  and  like  a 
man  he  paid  the  doctor. 

But  was  this  all?  Alas,  no  I  While  in  nearly  every  instance 
the  patient  recovered  from  the  onset  of  the  attack,  and  was  ap- 
parently soon  in  his  former  statu  quo,  observation  showed  that 
4 


Q 

^8  EDITORIAL. 

many  of  those  who  had  suffered  from  the  influenza  during  the 
latter  part  of  December,  1889,  and  throughout  January  following, 
while  apparently  recovering  from  the  incipient  malady,  were  not 
entirely  well  for  some  weeks  after.  It  left  nearly  all  of  its  vic- 
tims suffering  from  more  or  less  of  a  debility,  a  malaise,  not  to 
be  called  sickness,  yet  they  were  not  entirely  well  for  weeks; 
while  those  who  had  been  previously  troubled  with  organic  vis- 
ceral disease,  such  as  men  and  women  who  had  for  years  been 
going  on  comparatively  comfortably  with  valvular  heart  lesions, 
chronic  organic  kidney  disease,  intestinal  disorders,  lung  troubles, 
etc.,  were  noticed  to  fall  suddenly  victims  to  these  organic  dis- 
orders in  from  eight  to  ten  weeks  after  the  last  vestiges  of  the 
grip  had  disappeared  from  our  midst.  Nay,  more;  those  per- 
sons who,  in  advanced  age,  were  liable  to  atheroma,  or  other 
similar  conditions,  were  noticed  to  suddenly  succumb.  Yes,  our 
mortality  in  the  early  summer  days  of  1890  from  organic  visceral 
lesions  was  somewhat  remarkable,  as  any  one  will  see  who  will 
carefully  study  the  well-kept  mortality  records  of  our  City  Health 
Officer  for  the  last  ten  years. 

With  the  autumn  of  1890,  disease,  death,  and  the  doctors  of 
Nashville  had  about  assumed  their  usual  sway,  and  throughout 
the  coming  winter  months  the  grip  was  but  a  joke  of  the  past. 
Yet,  as  ''Time  put  his  sickle  in  among  the  days,"  in  looking 
over  my  morning  paper  in  the  early  part  of  January,  1891, 1  saw 
in  the  telegraphip  intelligence  from  the  Crescent  City  that  * '  la 
grippe ' '  was  again  holding  high  carnival  in  the  Mississippi  delta. 
The  next  day  the  Western  Associated  Press  dispatches,  published 
in  the  Nashville  Daily  American,  stated  that  there  were  thirty 
thousand  people  in  New  Orleans  down  with  "la  ^ippe." 

A  week  later,  the  same  service,  in  its  reports  in  Nashville's 
great  morning  daily  newspaper,  stated  that  there  were  ten  thou- 
sand inhabitants  of  Birmingham  down  with  influenza.  The  next 
week  I  began  to  see  cases  here  in  Nashville,  and  the  latter  days 
of  January,  1891,  and  the  early  part  of  February  following,  our 
doctors  were  kept  quite  busy,  as  they  had  been  nearly  a  year  be- 
fore, and  with  the  same  results.  A  mild  disease,  easily  treated, 
yielding  readily  to  proper  remedies  judiciously  administered, 
with  but  little,  if  any,  mortality;  yet,  some  six,  seven,  or  eight 
weeks  later,  the  deaths  from  organic  heart  lesions,  Bright's  dis- 
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ease,  diabetes,  consumption,  apoplexy,  brain  and  nervous  lesions 
began  again  to  come  to  the  front  with  an  almost  appalling  fre- 
quency. 

About  a  week  after  its  appearance  here,  it  was  heralded  in  the 
secular  and  professional  journals  of  Louisville  and  Cincinnati, 
still  later  in  Columbus,  Pittsburgh,  and  at  last  in  New  York, 
Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  our  other  Eastern  sea-ports, 
and  its  disappearance  was  noticed  with  the  early  days  of  last 
summer. 

But  was  this  all?  No;  emphatically  no.  In  the  early  part  of 
December,  1891,  without  a  herald  of  its  approach  from  any 
quarter.  East  or  West,  North  or  South,  cases  of  bad  colds  were 
quite  prevalent  here  in  Nashville.  It  took  but  a  few  days  to 
satisfy  our  medical  men  that  we  were  again  in  the  embrace  of 
our  now  most  unwelcome  Russian  visitor.  Yes,  we  had  the  grip 
again,  or  it  had  our  people  and  ourselves  in  its  fateful  grasp. 
But  where  did  it  come  from?  The  daily  newspapers  throughout 
the  United  States  and  continental  Europe,  throughout  the  month 
of  December,  1891,  showed  that  it  prevailed  everywhere.  From 
the  Kennebec  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  from  Washington 
to  San  Francisco  on  this  continent,  and  throughout  the  entire 
continent  of  Europe,  it  held  sway  in  December,  1891. 

Was  there  any  difference  observed  in  the  epidemic  this  time? 
For  this  locality,  I  will  say  there  was,  the  disease  this  time  spring- 
ing up  in  our  midst,  and  at  once  showed  an  alarming  immediate 
mortality.  The  death-rate  of  Nashville,  with  its  eighty  thou- 
sand people,  that  had  always  almost  kept  between  the  twenties 
and  the  thirties,  with  an  occasional  dash  during  the  summer  sols- 
tice into  the  forties,  in  the  third  week  of  December  reached 
fifty -five  and  in  the  last  week  fifty-seven,  a  mortality  that  had 
never  been  attained  since  the  last  visitation  of  Asiatic  cholera. 
In  this  last  onset  la  grippe  did  not  let  its  secondary  results  give 
the  undertaker  his  harvest,  but  it  killed  its  victims  in  its  incip- 
iency.  Let  us  for  a  moment  look  over  the  mortality  reports  of 
our  city  for  the  week  ending  Saturday,  December  19,  and  Satur- 
day, December  26.  In  the  first  instance  there  were  reported 
fifty-five  deaths  from  the  following  causes:  Pneumonia,  6;  con- 
sumption, 7;  bronchitis,  4;  influenza  (or  lal  grippe),  4;  heart 
disease,  5;  senile  debility  or  old  age,  6;  apoplexy,  2;  paralysis, 
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2;  hives,  2;  syphilis,  2;  marasmus,  catarrh,  bronchorrhoea.  Per- 
tussis, croup,  teething,  meuingitis,  congestion  of  lungs,  inflam- 
mation of  brain,  convulsions,  inanition,  gangrene,  puerperal 
fever,  obstruction  of  bowels,  gun-shot  wound,  and  septicsemia, 
1  each.  For  the  week  ending  December  26,  we  had  fifty-seven 
deaths  from  the  following  causes:  Pneumonia,  7;  consumption, 
8;  la  grippe,  6;  heart  disease,  6;  senile  debility  or  old  age,  8; 
inanition,  2;  septicaemia,  2;  dropsy,  2;  cancer,  2;  asphyxia,  2; 
Bright's  disease,  marasmus,  inflammation  of  brain,  paralysis, 
gangrene,  suicide,  bums,  homicide,  railroad  accident,  asthma, 
diphtheria,  and  puerperal  insanity,  1  each. 

Take  the  causes  of  death  and  study  them,  and  for  two  w^eeks 
in  December,  1891,  you  will  find  that  the  deaths  caused,  directly 
and  indirectly,  by  this  epidemic  invasion  amount  to  more  than 
all  the  other  causes. 

I  can  say  without  hesitation,  and  with  no  fear  of  successful 
contradiction,  that  **la  grippe"  and  its  sequelae  caused  more 
deaths  in  Nashville  during  December,  1891,  than  all  other  mor- 
tality causes  combined.  Hence,  I  say  it  was  an  epidemic  of 
magnitude  only  secondary  to  our  last  cholera  visitation — the  re- 
port of  our  learned  and  talented  Secretary  of  the  Tennessee  State 
Board  of  Health  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

My  own  experience  in  the  disease  and  its  treatment  is  similar 
to  that  of  Nothnagel,  of  Berlin,  who  I  find  quoted  in  the  cable 

dispatches  to  this  country,  as  appearing  in  the  Nashville  Ameri- 
can and  our  daily  evening  papers,  that  it  was  a  disease  that 
yielded  readily  to  judicious  treatment.  Small  doses  of  calomel 
to  act  on  the  glandular  secretions,  followed  by  full  doses  of 
quinia  sulph.,  for  about  forty-eight  hours,  generally  put  the  pa- 
tient on  safe  and  salutary  ground.  After  this,  all  that  was 
needed  was  rest  in  bed  or  room,  light  diet,  and  an  equable  tem- 
perature until  the  patient  was  fully  at  himself. 

Some  of  our  friends  here,  as  in  Berlin,  New  York,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Washington,  and  other  places,  placed  great  stress  upon 
the  use  of  coal-tar  derivatives.  Yet,  while  I  believe  that  in 
many  cases  these  remedies  saved  some  temporary  suffering  in  a 
relief  from  the  rachialgia,  pain  in  back,  head,  limbs,  etc.,  it  was 
done  at  an  expenditure  of  vital  force,  and  that  the  greatest  num- 
bes  of  death  certificates  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  Nash- 
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ville  City  Board  of  Health  will  be  found  to  have  emanated  from 
those  doctors  who  relied  too  fondly  on  such  remedies. 

Well,  a  few  words  in  conclusion.  From  the  press  dispatches 
in  the  Nashville  American  of  January  6,  I  quote  the  following 
paragraph : 

*'Dr.  Pfeffer,  son-in-law  of  the  distinguished  Professor  Koch, 
has  discovered  the  influenza  bacillus,  and  has  transplanted  it  in 
six  cases  with  complete  success.  He  has  also  discovered  the 
original  cause  of  the  infection.  The  bacillus  of  influenza  is  the 
smallest  bacillus  yet  discovered." 

Is  there  any  thing  in  it?  Yes,  I  believe  there  is.  This  small 
bacillus  is  so  portable,  so  infectious,  so  to  speak  in  **ad  finitum" 
numbers,  that,  as  in  the  forties,  they  rapidly  overspread  our 
country  in  1889,  1890,  and  1891,  and  laid  over  here  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  year  and  got  their  work  in  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  our  undertakers,  grave-diggers,  and  holders  of  stock  in 
our  cemeteries. 

Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  in  his  report  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  says: 

''The  year  1891  has  been  quite  free  from  notable  epidemic  in- 
vasions, the  grip  being  an  exception.  However,  this  affection, 
which,  during  the  current  three  years,  has  spread  over  the  world, 
so  far  as  our  incomplete  statistics  justify  an  opinion,  has  not  been 
as  universal  or  as  fatal  in  Tennessee  as  it  has  shown  itself  in  re- 
gions both  north  and  south  of  us.  This,  perhaps,  is  owing  to 
our  modified  climate,  void  of  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold." 

Can  he  sustain  this  statement  by  facts  and  figures? 


OBITUARY— DR.  THOMAS  LIPSCOMB. 

Dr.  Thomas  Lipscomb  died  at  his  home  in  Shelby  ville,  Teun., 
December  22,  1891,  of  la  grippe. 

Dr.  Lipscomb  was  born  in  Louisa  County,  Virginia,  July  22, 
1808.  He  came  to  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  with  his  father's 
family  about  1826.  After  receiving  a  fair  academic  education, 
he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Estell,  of  Win- 
chester, and  attended  lectures  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  those  days  it  was  no  light  thing  to  get  an  education  of  any 
description,  and  for  a  poor  boy  to  attempt  to  acquire  a  thorough 
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medical  education  was  looked  upon  as  almost  impossible.  But 
Dr.  Lipscomb  was  made  of  that  stuff  which  is  only  emboldened 
by  obstacles  and  rises  the  stronger  through  opposing  difHculties. 
He  set  out  as  a  young  man  to  attend  the  medical  college  at  Phil- 
adelphia, riding  horseback  through  the  country  to  Baltimore, 
and  thence  taking  the  stage  to  Philadelphia.  During  his  course 
at  the  medical  college  ther^,  it  was  his  boast  in  after-life,  he 
stuck  so  closely  to  his  work  as  to  remember  attending  only  one 
place  of  amusement  throughout  the  entire  terms.  He  subse- 
quently received  the  degree  of  M.D.,  from  the  University  of 
Louisville  in  1850.  During  the  year  1830  he  practiced  medicine 
in  Winchester,  and  in  1831  moved  to  Shelbyville,  where  he  re- 
sided and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
until  a  few  days  before  his  death. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Stevenson  in  May,  1832,  who 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  survive  their 
parents.  She  died  in  1879,  and  in  1882  Dr.  Lipscomb  was  again 
married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Cowan,  who  survives  him. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  early  life, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  ruling  elder  in  his  church,  highly  es- 
teemed for  his  wise  counsel  and  his  great  probity  of  character 
and  upright  walk.  He  was  the  President  of  the  Duck  River 
Valley  Bible  Society  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  his  Christian 
character  being  of  the  highest  type. 

In  addition  to  a  punctilious  discharge  of  his  professional  du- 
ties, he  was  for  many  years  a  Director  of  the  Nashville  and 
Chattanooga  Railway,  this  being  one  of  the  first  roads  of  any 
importance  built  in  the  State;  and  was  President  of  the  Shelby- 
ville branch  of  the  State  Bank  prior  to  the  civil  war.  By  his 
industry,  economy,  and  wise  financial  management  he  amassed  a 
handsome  competence;  yet  deeds  of  charity  were  not  unknown 
to  him,  for  he  was  ever  a  *' cheerful  giver." 

He  was  a  man  of  splendid  physique  and  great  personal  endur- 
ance, his  physical  appearance  even  at  his  advanced  age  indicating 
great  vigor  In  his  long  and  useful  life,  he  never  drank  ardent 
spirits  or  used  tobacco.  He  early  trained  his  mind  to  continuity 
of  thought,  and,  having  great  intellectual  power,  few  men  had 
stronger  mental  force  than  he.  He  had  a  warm  and  generous 
heart,  never  lacking  the  courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions, 
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and   therefore   always   expressed   himself   candidly,    and  acted 

frankly  and  independently  on  all  questions  and  under  every 

condition.     That  he  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions  is  shown 

in  a  temperance  speech  which  he  delivered  in  Shelbyville  nearly 

sixty  years  ago.     The  day  before  he  made  the  address,  he  was 

called  for  the  first  time,  professionally,   to  the  family  of  Mr. 

K.,  an  influential  and  w^ealthy  man  in  Bedford  County.     While 

there,  Mr.  K.  spoke  of  the  temperance  movement,  then  in  its 

infancy,  and  said  that  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  one 

who  favored  it. 

The   address   was   made   and  published,    but  Dr.    Lipscomb 

did  his  practice  as  long  as  he  lived.     That  address  evinced  a 

knowledge  of  truths  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  alcohol  which 

were   not   familiar  to   the   medical   profession  for  thirty  years 
afterward. 

In  reflecting  on  the  character  of  this  eminent  man,  we  realize 
the  sensation  of  one  approaching  a  great  mountain — the  nearer 
you  are,  the  broader  the  base  and  the  higher  the  summit.  In 
all  the  relations  of  life  he  was  not  excelled.  He  had  few  equals 
and  no  superiors  as  a  practitioner  of  medicine.  His  fine,  logical 
mind  took  hold  of  the  science  of  medicine  at  the  beginning,  and 
all  the  days  of  his  life '  he  was  ever  a  close  and  industrious 
student. 

He  was  one  of  the  organic  members  of  the  Tennessee  State 
Medical  Society,  and  one  of  its  earlier  Presidents,  and  up  to  its 
last  session  ever  evinced  a  sincere  and  earnest  interest  in  its  wel- 
fare and  prosperity.  But  few  meetings  were  held  at  which  he 
was  not  present,  and  his  welUknown  features  and  kindly  voice 
will  be  greatly  missed  in  succeeding  meetings.  Only  one  of  the 
organic  members  survives  him — Dr.  B.  B.  Lenoir,  of  East  Ten- 
nessee, who,  like  Dr.  L.,  has  occupied  the  presidential  chair. 
The  transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  bear  witness  to 
his  earnest  and  sincere  devotion  to  the  profession  he  adorned  and 
honored.  He  wrote  more  than  sixty  monographs  on  subjects 
connected  with  medicine  which  appeared  in  the  local  medical 
journals  and  the  State  Medical  Society's  Transactions,  all  of 
which  showed  a  careful  observation  of  clinical  facts  and. judi- 
cious reasoning.  His  memory  was  remarkable,  and  he  was  there- 
by enabled  to  combine  the  knowledge  of  others  with  his  own  ejc* 
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perience  and  observation.  No  man  ever  made  better  use  of  his 
talents  than  Dr.  Lipscomb. 

He  was  always  kind  to  struggling  young  members  of  his  pro- 
fession, many  of  whom  could  tell  of  favors  bestowed  in  secret. 
So  high  was  his  skill  and  learning  rated,  that  there  has  been 
scarcely  an  important  case  in  his  town  or  county  during  the  last 
half -century  in  which  he  was  not  called  in  for  consultation. 
None  more  energetic,  industrious,  or  upright  in  all  the  relations 
of  life. 

In  his  death  his  State  has  lost  one  of  its  most  noted  and  worthy 
citizens,  and  the  profession  one  of  its  brightest  lights  and  most 
honorable  and  ardent  members.  He  was  a  grand  man,  a  true 
and  beloved  physician,  and  greater  still,  like  his  grand  prototype, 
St.  Luke,  a  pure  Christian.  N. 


OBITUARY— DR.  J.  C.  SHAPARD. 

Winchester,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1892. — Our  town  is  in  the 
deepest  mourning  to-day.  Dr.  J.  C.  Shapard,  one  of  our  most 
prominent  physicians  and  citizens,  died  last  night  of  heart  fail- 
ure. He  was  only  sick  a  few  hours.  This  community  will  long 
feel  the  loss  of  such  a  man.  He  was  not  only  a  learned  man  in 
his  profession,  but  a  highly  cultured  gentleman  in  every  sense  of 
the  word.  He  was  68  years  old,  but  did  not  look  to  be  over  50. 
He  leaves  a  widow,  three  daughters,  and  two  sons,  now  residents 
of  Texas.  The  whole  town  joins  them  in  grief  and  sympathy 
for  their  isrepasable  loss. — Dispatch  to  Nashville  American,  Jan- 
uary  6,  1892. 

Dr.  Shapard  was  an  old  and  valued  contributor  to  Bowling's 
Old  Journal,  now  edited  by  Dr.  C.  S.  Briggs.  As  a  member  of 
the  medical  profession  in  the  South,  we  can  but  regret  his  loss — 
a  loss  to  us  and  to  all  who  appreciate  honest  worth. 


Verbum  Sap. — Owing  to  the  racket  in  the  city  of  Nashville 
on  the  night  of  January  2,  we  are  compelled  to  go  to  press  some- 
what hurriedly.  Yet  we  desire  to  say  to  our  readers  and  our 
advertising  patrons  that  they  shall  not  get  left. 
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Yes,  We  Had  a  Fire. — Take  the  secular  papers' of  Nash- 
ville and  see  what  we  have  had.  The  fire  fiend  held  high  sway 
here.  But,  thanks  to  an  efficient  fire  service,  The  Southern 
Practitioner  is  yet  among  the  things  that  be.  Of  all  the  great 
fires  in  Nashville,  I  never  saw  one  more  appalling.  I  saw  Church 
Street  burn  from  Market  to  Summer.  But  the  fire  of  January 
2,  1892,  was  remarkable  in  what?  That  it  destroyed  the  most 
handsome  business  block  in  Nashville.  Yet,  with  an  efficient 
fire  service — such  men  as  Charley  Gowdey  giving  up  their  lives 
to  the  destroying  demon — it  was  arrested ;  and  while  the  forms  of 
The  Southern  Practitioner  were  but  just  across  the  street, 
they  were  saved.  Nashville  has  had  some  fire  experiences,  but, 
of  all  its  past  history,  the  fire  of  January  2, 1892,  will  stand  out 
as  a  most  remarkable  instance.  The  handsomest  business  block 
in  the  city  a  heap  of  ruins.  Three  firemen  who  fell  at  their 
post  of  duty.  While  I  would  like  the  best  in  the  world  to  wish 
ray  many  friends  many  happy  returns  of  the  day,  yet  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  January  2,  1892,  repeated  in  Nashville. 


To  Our  Readers. — In  changing  publishers  and  in  leaving 
Messrs.  Hasslock  &  Ambrose,  I  desire  to  state  that,  of  my  many 
business  experiences,  I  never  did  business  with  more  agreeable 
and  gentlemanly  associates  than  Messrs.  H.  &  A.  They  carry 
one  of  the  best  -  equipped  job -offices  in  the  city  of  Nashville. 
They  are  reliable  and  trustworthy  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
Their  charges  are  moderate,  they  do  good  work,  and,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  fact  that  John  Rundle  is  an  old  friend  of  mine — 
friendship  ought  to  go — Hasslock  &  Ambrose  would  still  publish 
The  Southern  Practitioner.  But  of  John  Rundle  what  shall 
we  say?  Let  The  Southern  Practitioner  of  1892  speak  his 
praise. 


The  attention  of  our  readers  is  called  to  the  advertisement  of 
Robinson-Pettet  Company,  which  appears  in  this  issue. 

This  house  is  one  of  long  standing,  and  enjoys  a  reputation  of 
the  highest  cliaracter. 

The  preparations  referred  to,  we  commend  specially  to  the  no- 
tice of  practitioners. 
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THE  TOCCI  TWINS. 

[As  an  interesting  report  in  tokiology,  we  are  gratified  to  place 
before  our  readers  the  picture  of  tl.e  above  anomaly,  which  has 
kindly  been  furnished  by  Messrs.  Munn  &  Co.,  of  361  Broadway, 
New  York.  The  description  is  taken  from  that  standard  and 
most  reliable  publication,  which  we  regard  as  the  best  journal  in 
America  or  the  world,  Tfie  Scientific  American,  Having  had  a 
personal  and  private  interview  with  Mile.  Christine  Millie  in  1860; 
having  seen  and  had  a  personal  interview  with  Messrs.  Chang 
and  Eng,  the  gredt  Siamese  twins;  and  in  a  somewhat  arduous 
work  in  medicine  since  1857  it  has  been  my  opportunity  to  see 
more  or  less  of  monstrosities  and  abnormal  formations,  yet  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  class  the  Tocci  twins  as  something  more  than  re- 
markable. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  if  they  ever  marry  they  will 
have  **two  souls  with  but  a  single  thought,  two  hearts  that  beat 
as  one. ''—Ed.  S.  P.] 

We  give  an  illustration  of  what  are  probably  the  most  remarkable 
human  twins  that  have  ever  approached  maturity.  They  recent- 
ly arrived  in  this  country.  They  are  known  as  the  brothers  Gio- 
vanni and  Giacomo  Tocci.  They  were  born  on  July  4,  1875* 
their  mother  being  nineteen  years  old.  The  mother's  maiden 
nanjc  was  Antonia  Mezzano.  Their  birth-place  was  Locana, 
Turin  (Italy).  The  same  mother  has  had  nine  children,  all 
strong  and  well.  The  twins  are  connected  from  the  sixth  rib 
downward,  and  have  but  one  pair  of  legs 'and  a  single  abdomen. 
The  spinal  columns  are  distinct  until  the  lumbar  region  is  reached. 
There  they  unite  at  an  angle  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  degrees. 
The  sacrum  seems  to  be  a  single  bone.  They  have  two  distinct 
stomachs,  hearts,  and  pairs  of  lungs.  The  arterial  and  respira- 
tory systems  are  quite  distinct;  the  heart-beats  and  breathing 
differing  often  in  the  two  individuals.  At  the  age  of  thirty  days 
they  weighed  eight  pounds,  and  in  the  next  thirty-one  days  they 
gained  nearly  three  pounds. 

It  was  at  this  period  of  their  lives  that  they  were  first  sub- 
jected to  critical  examination. 

Their  lives  are  distinct.  They  have  regions  of  common  sensi- 
bility, and  of  purely  individual  sens^tiou.      One  ofteu  sleeps 
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when  the  other  wakes.  There  h  no  direct  carrespOD deuce  of 
their  appetites.  One  may  be  hungry  while  the  other  is  fast 
aMeep.     In  their  general  appearance  there  is  notkiug  repulsive. 


The  Tocci  Twiss. 

They  have  brigiit,  lutelligeut  fHces,  m-t  of  the  peculiar  cast 
common  to  uripplei!.  They  are  educated,  and  write  their  names 
as  souvenirs  for  visitors, 
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They  are  able  to  stand,  but  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  walking, 
as  each  leg  is  governed  by  its  own  brain.  The  want  of  corre- 
spondence has  proved  fatal  to  any  attempts  in  this  direction.  They 
can  stand  quietly,  so  that  it  is  not  only  a  question  of  strength. 
At  their  home  they  spend  much  of  their  time  on  the  floor,  using 
their  inner  arms  for  the  most  part,  crawling  and  tumbling  about, 
and  thus  getting  a  certain  amount  of  exercise.  They  can  dress 
and  undress  themselves. 

The  one  on  the  reader's  left  as  he  faces  the  picture,  Giovanni, 
drinks  beer  in  considerable  quantities.  The  other  one,  Giacomo, 
not  liking  beer,  drinks  mineral  water  in  its  place.  Giovanni  is 
quite  fond  of  sketching,  and  draws  with  some  spirit.  He  rests 
the  book  or  paper  on  his  knee.  Sometimes  his  brother,  who  is 
more  of  a  talker  and  more  volatile  in  disposition,  finding  some 
fault  with  the  drawing,  will  kick  the  drawing  oif  his  knee.  All 
this  in  good  part,  for  they  live  on  excellent  terms  with  each  other, 
and  seem  unconscious  of  any  misfortune  in  their  condition. 

They  are  discotinected  as  regards  illness.  Quite  recently  one 
of  them  had  a  cold,  while  the  other  was  suffering  from  a  bilious 
attack. 

The  Siamese  twins,  Eng  and  Chang,  who  died  in  1874,  within 
a  few  hours  of  each  other,  at  the  age  of  60  years,  were  very  cele- 
brated. They  were  less  completely  united.  A  thick  fleshy  liga- 
ment connected  the  lower  ends  of  their  breast-bones.  They  were 
of  a  good  degree  of  intelligence,  conversed  wit*,  -isitors,  and 
seemed  reasonably  well  contented  with  their  lot.  Had  the  unit- 
ing ligament  been  purely  muscular,  they  could,  doubtless,  have 
been  cut  apart,  with  survival  of  both  persons.  The  possibility 
of  doing  this  was  often  discussed  in  their  life.  But  on  post- 
mortem examination  it  was  found  that  a  process  of  peritoneum 
extended  from  one  abdominal  cavity  to  the  other.  But  one  or 
two  cases  are  on  record  of  the  severing  of  such  a  ligament  at  the 
time  of  birth,  with  the  survival  of  even  a  single  member  of  the 
pair. 

Before  the  Siamese  twins,  the  ** Hungarian  sisters,"  Helena 
and  Judith  (1701-1723),  obtained  much  celebrity.  Their  region 
of  connection  was  the  sacrum.  The  South  Carolina  negrcsses, 
Millie  and  Christine,  exhibited  under  the  misleadinc:  title  of  the 
**  Two-headed  Nightingale,"  were  anothing  example  of  twinning. 
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They  were  also  connected  by  the  lower  parts  of  the  back,  includ- 
ing the  sacrum  and  probably  lower  lumbar  region.  They  had 
four  legs,  and  were  really  not  much  more  closely  connected  than 
the  Siamese  twins.  They  enjoyed  excellent  health  and  spirits, 
and  used  to  sing  together.  They  progressed  by  walking  either 
on  the  rear  pair  of  legs  or  on  all  four,  in  which  case  they  moved 
sidewise.  Waltzing  was  one  of  their  accomplishments.  Un- 
questionably their  intestines  were  united.  While  they  possessed 
common  sensory  nerve  systiems  as  regards  the  legs,  both  feeling  a 
touch,  the  motor  nerves  were  so  distinct  that  one  could  not  move 
the  limbs  of  the  other.     They  were  born  about  1851. 


The  Albemarle  Chemical  Co. — Gentlemen:  We  have  been 
using  Therapine  in  our  hospital,  and  find  it  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior, to  any  of  the  other  antipyretics  and  anodynes.  Its  action 
IS  quick  and  efficient.  It  is  pleasant  to  take,  and,  so  far  as  we 
have  observed,  has  no  unpleasant  after-effects.  Please  send  us 
four  ounce  boxes  in  five-grain  tablets;  also  the  bill  and  such 
terms  as  you  can  make  for  hospital  use. 

Yours  very  respectfully,  H.  C.  Buell,  M.D., 

Resident  Physician  Qood  Samaritan  (Sigters  of  Charity)  Hospital f  Sixth  and 
Locust  Streets,  CHneinnati,  0, 
December  6, 1891. 


Dr.  M.  Chaper,  Grenoble,  France,  says:  '*I  have  never 
known  a  soporific  so  efficacious  as  Bromidia,  except  morphine, 
and  morphine  is  not  so  agreeable,  and  has  inconveniences  which 
I  have  not  discovered  in  Bromidia.  I  have  used  this  latter  prepa- 
ration frefuently,  and  it  has  never  failed  in  producing  the  de- 
sired effect. 


Quinine  Pills  and  Capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  dis- 
charged undissolved. 

Febiiline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to  be 
just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine,  and 
physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults,  as  well 
as  children,  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant  as 
lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
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having  also  the  adv^tage  oi  no{  prM^i^g  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms,  of  YthioL.  so  many  patients  coii}{V}ain,  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate./  ro^emne«ihesg jad van tiages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  t\  th^  quinine  sulphate  ^r  all  eases  requiring 
quinine — particulai 
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Age  of  Domestic  Animals.  Being  a  Complete  Treatise  on  the  Denti. 
tion  of  the  Horse,  Ox,  Sheep,  Hog,  and  Dog,  and  on  the  Various  Other 
Means  of  Determining  the  Age  of  these  Animals.  By  Bush  Shippen 
HuiDEKOPER,  M.D.,  Veterinarian  (Alford,  France);  Professor  of  San- 
itary Medicine  and  Veterinary  Jurisprudence,  American  Veterinary 
College,  New  York ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Surgeon-in-Chief  National 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania;  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Phila- 
delphia; Honorary  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Sur- 
geons, London ;  Late  Dean  of  the  Veterinary  Department,  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  etc.  Illustrated  with  Two  Hundred  Engravings. 
Philadelphia  and  London:   F.A.Davis.     1881. 

Although  this  book  more  properly  belongs  to  the  veterinaiy 
profession,  yet  the  association  with  these  valuable  domestic  ani- 
mals and  the  doctor  of  medicine  or  the  surgeon  is  so  intimate 
and  of  such  every-day  occurrence,  that  the  information  here  ob- 
tainable is  particularly  valuable. 

The  country  practitioner,  especially,  is  day  after  day  consulted 
by  his  friendly  patrons  on  other  subjects  than  medicine,  and,  if 
by  the  careful  perusal  of  this  very  interesting  book,  he  is  enabled 
to  give  information  of  a  reliable  character  in  regard  to  these  do- 
mestic friends  of  man,  he  will  certainly  be  none  the  loser. 

From  the  author's  preface  we  make  the  following  quotation : 
*  *  The  author  has  attempted  to  prepare  such  a  book  as  he  feels 
would  have  been  of  interest  and  service  to  himself  in  his  associ- 
ation with  animals  as  a  layman,  and  would  have  aided  his  studies 
and  appreciation  of  the  anatomy  of  the  teeth,  dentition,  and  the 
means  of  determining  age.  He  hopes,  also,  that  this  work  will 
furnish  to  students  and  veterinarians  knowledge  which  will  aid 
in  special  operations  in  the  mouth." 
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The  Physician  as  a  Business  Man;  or.  How  to  Obtain  the  fiest  Fi- 
nancial Results  in  the  Practice  of  Medicine.  By  J.  J.  TAYiiOR,  M.D. 
12  mo.,  cloth,  pp.  144.  Philadelphia:  The  Medical  World,  Publisher* 
1891. 

While  the  good  year  1891,  now  closed,  has  brought  to  light 
many  useful  and  valuable  books  and  publications,  I  sincerely 
doubt  if  any,  no  matter  the  size  or  cost,  the  care  and  pains,  the 
study  and  investigation  taken  in  its  production,  will  prove  of 
more  material  value  to  the  medical  profession  than  this  little 
])rochure.  It  should  not'  only  be  on  the  table  of  every  physi- 
cian, but  should  be  read  and  studied  carefully  by  all,  young  and 
old,  experienced  and  the  neophyte,  and  an  observation  of  its 
homely  yet  correct  precepts  and  principles  will  do  more  toward 
putting  medicine  on  that  plane  to  which  it  belongs  than  all  other 
publications  of  the  year. 

I  heartily  and  sincerely  congratulate  the  associate  editor  of  the 
Medical  World  on  his  timely  production.  Though  small  in  size,. 
I  regard  it  as  one  of  the  biggest  books  of  the  year;  and  while 
much,  if  not  all,  may  seem  trite  and  familiar  to  nearly  every 
reader,  it  is  just  such  a  putting  down  of  these  trite  and  familiar 
ideas  in  black  and  white  that  will  cause  them  to  be  observed. 
The  professional  men  in  medicine  have  too  long  neglected  the 
business  features,  which,  if  carefully  obseryed,  will  not  only 
benefit  them,  but  their  clientele  as  well. 

The  price  of  the  little  work  is  not  given,  but  if  you  want  some 
good  and  practical  information,  my  dear  reader,  go  buy  it — ^yes, 
at  any  price. 

Addresses,  Papers,  and  Discussions  in  the  Section  on  Ophthal- 
mology AT  the  Forty-second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  12mo.;  cloth,  gilt  edge.  Printed  at  the  Office 
of  the  Association,  Chicago.     1891. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  very  handsome  little  brochure  containing^ 
-as  above  indicated,  the  work  of  this  section  in  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Association  at  Washington.  The  number  of  valuable 
papers  and  discussions — valuable  only,  however,  to  the  specialist 
— show  an  admirable  activity  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  this 
section — the  eye  men  always  come  to  the  front.  We  have  had 
occasion  previously  to  call  attention  to  editions  of  the  work  of 
other  sections,  but  this  is  a  regular  little  dandy  on  the  outside — 
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with  its  fine,  dark  cloth  suit,  its  gilt  trimmings,  etc.,  to  the  eye 
at  least,  it  is  more  attractive  than  its  brothers  who  have  preceded 
it.  Parties  desiring  copies  of  any  these  little  volumes  should 
communicate  with  the  business-manager  of  the  Assodatian  Jour- 
nal, 68  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

The  Supreme  Passions  of  Man  ;  or,  The  Origin,  Causes,  and  Tenden- 
cies of  the  Flesh.  By  Paui.  Paquin,  M.D.,  Late  Professor  of  Com- 
parative Medicine  and  Director  of  the  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Mis- 
souri University ;  Member  of  the  American  Public  Health  Association ; 
Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association ;  Member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Society  of  Microscopists,  etc.  Battle  Creek,  Mich.:  The  Little 
Blue  Book  Company,  Publishers.     1891. 

This  book,  which  touches  on  science,  religion,  morality,  medi- 
cine, etc.,  is  meant  to  disseminate  knowledge  among  all  classes 
concerning  the  laws  of  nature  under  which  passions  arise  and 
by  which  they  may  be  ruled.  In  order  to  explain  and  establish 
certain  facts  concerning  passions,  and  their  tendency  in  the  world, 
leveral  painful  conditions  of  society  had  to  be  laid  bare  to  pub- 
lic gaze. 

Lessons  in  the  Diagnosis  and  Tbeament  of  Eye  Diseases.  Bv 
Casey  A.  Wood,  CM.,  M.D. ,  Formerly  Clinical  Assistant  Royal  Lon- 
don Ophthalmic  Hospital  (Moorfields);  Microscopist  and  Pathologist  to 
Illinois  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary;  Professor  of  Ophthalmology,  Post- 
Graduate  Medical  School,  Chicago,  etc.  12mo.,  paper,  pp.  154.  With 
numerous  wood-cuts.  Price,  25  cents.  Detroit,  Mich.:  Geo.  S.  Davis, 
Publisher.     1891. 

This  is  a  very  excellent  number  of  the  Physicians'  Leisure 
Library  Series,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  aid  the  physician  to 
detect  and  treat,  by  means  always  at  hand,  those  diseases  of  the 
eye  which  experience  has  shown  are  most  frequently  overlooked 
in  the  course  of  general  practice.  Lesson  I. — The  Normal  Eye 
— is  well  worth  many  times  the  cost -value  of  the  book,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  nine  succeeding  chapters. 

Deafness  and  Discharge  fbom  the  £ab.  The  Modern  Treatment  for 
the  Radical  Cure  of  Deafness,  Otorrhoea,  Noises  in  the  Head,  Vertigo, 
and  Distress  in  the  Ear.  By  Samuel  Sexton,  M.D.,  Author  of  ''The 
Ear  and  Its  Diseases,"  etc.  Assisted  by  Alexander  Duane,  M.D.  12mo., 
cloth,  pp.  89.    New  York :  J.  H.  Vail  &  Co..,  Publishers.    1881. 

An  excellent  brochure  for  otologists,  made  up  chiefly  of  ma- 
terial heretofore  published.     The  new  matter  strikes  one  as   a 
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mixture  of  reprimand  to  otologists  for  clinging  to  old  methods 
of  treatment  which  years  of  experience  have  shown  to  be  of  no 
lasting  benefit  to  the  suffering  and  an  appeal  to  adopt  radical 
measures,  which,  in  the  experience  of  the  author,  shows  that 
otologists  approach  the  organ  of  hearing  too  timidly. 

Saunbebs'  Pocket  Medical  Formulary.  With  an  Appendix,  con. 
taining  Posological  Tables,  Formulae  for  Hypodermic  Medication,  Pois- 
ons and  Their  Antidotes,  Diameters  of  Female  Pelvis  and  Foetal  Head, 
Diet  List,  Obstetrical  Table,  Antiseptics,  etc.  Bv  Wm.  Powell,  M.D., 
Anthor  of  '^ Essentials  of  Diseases  of  Children;''  Associate  Editor  of 
the  Universal  Annual  of  Medical  Sciences,  etc.  12mo.,  cloth,  pp.  260. 
Price,  $1.50.  W.  B.  Saunders,  Publisher,  913  Walnut  Street,  Phila- 
delphia.    1891. 

A  very  excellent  pocket  companion,  in  which  will  be  found  a 
large  number  of  the  most  satisfactory  and  rational  formulae  used 
by  the  leading  medical  men  of  Europe  and  America,  in  which 
the  compiler  has  endeavored  to  introduce,  so  far  as  possible,  in 
the  many  prescriptions  contained  therein  a  considerable  number 
of  the  more  important  recently-discovered  drugs.  In  addition 
to  nearly  two  thousand  practical  formula;,  it  contains  much  other 
valuable  information.  Its  thumb  index  makes  it  very  easy  of 
reference. 

Bulletin  of  the  Harvaud  Medical  School  Association.  No.  1. 
Report  of  the  First  Annual  Meeting  held  in  Boston,  June  23,  1891. 
8vo.,  paper,  pp.  52.     Published  by  the  Association.     1891. 

In  acknowledging  receipt  of  the  above,  we  desire  to  inform 
all  graduates  of  the  Harvard  Medical  School  who  have  not  re- 
ceived it  that  they  will  do  so  by  forwarding  their  names  to  Robert 
W.  Lovett,  Secretary,  379  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Ear.  Including  a 
Sketch  of  Aural  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  By  D.  B.  St.  John  Roosa, 
M.D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  in  the  New 
York  Post-Cxraduate Medical  School  and  President  of  the  Faculty;  Con- 
sulting Surgeon  to  the  Brooklyn  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital ;  Surgeon  to  the 
Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital ;  Formerly  President  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  etc.  Seventh  Edition,  Revised. 
8vo.,  cloth,  pp.  741.  Illustrated  with  many  wood-cuts  and  lithographic 
plates,  colored.  New  York:  WiUiam  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  66-58 
Lafayette  Place.    1891. 

The  popularity  of  Dr.  Roosa's  book  is  indicated  by  its  having 
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reached  the  seven th  edition.     A  few  changes  and  additions  are 
noticed,  chiefly  valuable  to  the  specialist. 

As  a  text-book  it  is  perhaps  as  clear  and  concise  as  any  that 
can  be  had.  The  great  fault  with  text-books  on  the  collateral 
branches  of  medicine  and  surgery  is  the  heaping  together  of 
highly  scientific  and,  to  the  specialist,  elementary  work.  -Dr. 
Koosa  has  followed  the  beaten  path  not  only  in  this  particular, 
but  also  iu  the  remarkably  loose  manner  in  which  he  advises  the 
** general  practitioner"  how  to  treat  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
tympanic  cavity.  To  see  such  a  case  only  "two  or  three  times  a 
week,"  and  then  give  it  less  than  half  the  requisite  attention  at 
a  visit,  is  worse  than  to  do  nothing.  If  a  chronic  suppuration 
of  the  tympanum  will  recover  under  such  management,  it  will 
recover  Avithout  treatment.  Such  treatment  can  only  serve  to 
weaken  or  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  doctor  in  the  value  of 
the  remedies  proposed  and  convince  the  patient  that  the  treatment 
is  of  no  account. 

Until  Dr.  Roosa  and  other  teachera  emphasize  more  stronglj 
the  absolute  necessity  of  proper  management,  the  profession  will: 
continue  to  advise  the  people  to  let  their  ears  alone,  and  the  sta-^ 
tistics,  deplorable  as  they  are,  will  continue  to  show  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  the  hopelessly  deaf. 

The  well-known  and  justly-earned  reputation  of  the  publish- 
ers is  well  sustained  in  the  mechanical  execution  of  the  book, 
including  binding,  paper,  and  typographical  excellence.  It  is  a 
treat  to  handle  such  a  book,  and  refreshing  to  the  eye  glancing 
over  the  shelves  of  any  library.  The  reputation  that  Dr.  Roosa 
has  earned  justifies  a  proper  estimation  of  the  work  by  all  en- 
gaged in  medicine  and  surgery,  notwithstanding  one  may  differ 
from  some  of  the  author's  individual  views. 

The  St.  Louis  Weekly  Medical  News  Visiting  List  for 
1892. — Weekly,  d&ted,  for  thirty  patients;  monthly,  undated^ 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty  patients;  perpetual,  undated,  for 
thirty  patients  weekly  per  year;  and  perpetual,  undated,  for 
sixty  patients  weekly  per  year.  The  firat  three  styles  contain 
thirty -two  pages  of  data  and  one  hundred  and  seventy -six  pages 
of  blanks;  the  patent  perpetual  consists  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-six  pages  of  blanks.     Style,  wallet-shaped  book,  pocket,. 
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pencil,  rubber,  catheter  scale,  etc.     Seal-grain  leather,  $1.25. 
Published  by  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

The  Philadelphia  Medical  News  Visiting  List  for  1892  has  been 
thoroughly  revised  and  brought  up  to  date  in  every  particular. 
If  all  data  is  entered  in  the  manner  indicated  in  the  List,  it  will 
be  an  easy  matter  to  keep  a  correct  record  of  all  services  render- 
ed, while  it  will  require  little  labor  to  transfer  entries  to  ledger 
at  convenient  intervals.  Tho  text  portion  (thirty-two  pages) 
•contains  data  most  useful  and  often  needed  when  memory  serves 
us  badly,  including  Alphabetical  Table  of  Diseases  and  Most  Ap- 
proved Remedies,  Examination  of  Urine,  Artificial  Respiration, 
Incompatibles,  Poisons  and  Antido'tes,  Diagnostic  Table  of  Erup- 
tive Fevers,  Ligation  of  Arteries,  Table  of  Doses,  etc.  Almost 
every  need  of  the  physician  has  been  anticipated  in  the  Medical 
News  Visiting  List. 

Announcement. — E.  B.  Treat,  Pub  ,  N.  Y.,  has  in  press  for 
«arly  publication  the  1892  * 'International  Medical  Annual,'* 
being  the  tenth  yearly  issue  of  this  deservedly  popular  work. 

Its  corps  of  thirty-five  editors  are  specialists  in  their  respective 
departments,  and  have  been  carefully  selected  from  the  brightest 
and  best  American,  English  and  French  authors. 

It  is  the  embodiment  of  what  is  worth  preserving  of  the  current 
Medical  Journals  of  the  world  for  the  year,  and  will  contain  over 
6,000  references  to  diseases  and  their  remedies. 

The  service  rendered  the  profession  by  the  Annual  cannot  be 
overestimated,  and  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  every  physician 
who  would  keep  abreast  with  the  continuous  progress  of  practical 
medical  knowledge. 

This  Index  to  New  Remedies  and  Dictionary  of  New  Treatment, 
epitomized  in  one  ready-reference  volume  at  the  low  price  of  t2.75, 
makes  it  a  desirable  investment  for  the  busy  practitioner,  student, 
and  chemist. 


OUR  ADVERTISERS. 


Wr  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  many  readers  to  our  ad- 
vertising pages,  which  will  well  repay  a  careful  perusal.  We 
have  adopted  the  rule,  which  has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  of  ad> 
mitting  nothing  but  first-class,  reliable  articles,  which  we  can 
cordially  commend. 

Messrs.  Faibchild  Bros.  &  Foster,  makers  of  original  and 
reliable  preparations  of  digestive  ferments  and  other  valuable 
therapeutic  remedies,  have  an  important  notice  in  this  number. 
Complete  lists  and  descriptions  will  be  cheerfully  sent  to  any  one 
applying  to  them  at  82  and  84  Fulton  Street,  New  York. 

Fellows'  Hypo-Phos-Phites  (Syr.  Hopophos:  Comp:  Fel- 
lows:) contains  the  Essential  Elements  to  the  Animal  Organiza- 
tion— ^Potash  and  Lime;  the  Oxydizing  Agents — Iron  and  Man- 
ganese; the  Tonics — Quinine  and  Strychnine;  and  the  Vitalizing 
Constituents — Phosphorus,  combined  in  the  form  of  Syrup,  with 
slight  alkaline  reaction. 

The  McIntosh  Manufacturing  Company  make  the  best, 
most  portable,  and  in  every  way  the  most  satisfactory  battery  for 
physicians'  use,  containing  both  the  galvauic  and  faradic  currents. 
Their  ** Uterine  Supporter"  is  suited  to  every  indication  of  uter- 
ine displacements,  combining  a  union  of  external  and  internal 
support,  adapted  to  the  varying  positions  of  the  body,  and  i» 
self-adjusting.  We  have  had  in  weekly  use  in  our  office,  for 
more  than  four  years  past,  one  of  their  eighteen-cell  batteries;  it* 
is  always  ready,  and  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction. 

Listerine. — We  have  often  had  occasion  to  speak  of  this  very 
valuable  preparation.  It  comes  nearer  a  perfect  antiseptic  thao 
ever  before  offered  to  the  medical  or  dental  profession.  It  ia 
antiseptic,  prophylatic,  non-toxic,  non-irritant,  and  one  of  the- 
most  reliable  and  satisfactory  surgical  dressings  we  have  ever 
tried.  Send  for  Lambert  &  Co.'s  new  formula  book,  and  try 
Listerine  in  any  of  the  morbid  conditions  for  which  its  recom- 
mended, and  you  will  never  regret  it.  '*Lithiated  Hydrangea" 
is  also  manufactured  by  Lambert  &  Co.  Formula  will  be  found 
on  first  advertising  page  following  reading-matter.  See  adver- 
tisement and  read  it.  Try  these  preparations,  and  you  will  not 
be  disappointed. 
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OCCLUSION  OF  BOWELS,  A  CLINICAL  HISTORY, 

WITH  AUTOPSY. 


BY    JOHN    R.    BUIST,    M.D.,    NASHVILLE,    TENN. 


The  French  were  truly  the  pioneers  in  the  art  of  close,  and 
discriminating  diagnosis.  Years  ago  they  emphasized  the  su- 
preme importanco  of  differential  diagnosis.  No  one  now  doubts 
the  benefits  that  medical  science  of  to-day  has  reaped  from  this 
method  in  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  our  knowl- 
edge. In  no  part  of  the  world  in  this  age  could  a  clinician  be 
found  with  any  regard  for  his  reputation  or  with  any  hope  of 
success  in  treating  disea.se  but  who  laboi's  diligently  for  a  clear, 
intelligent  diagnosis.  It  is  also  true  that  hundreds  of  practi- 
tioners are  to  be  found  who  prescribe  for  their  patients  while 
expending  little  thought  upon  the  nature  of  the  lesions  they 
have  to  heal — shooting  in  the  dark,  hoping  that  some  random 
shot  will  take  effect.  Such  a  practice  can  never  be  satisfactory 
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to  the  true  phyijician — to  one  who  seeks  knowledge  for  himself 
or  who  would  elevate  medicine  to  the  rank  of  a  science. 

The  case  we  are  about  to  narrate,  while  it  illustrates  the  im- 
possibility of  a  diagnosis,  as  confirmed  by  post-mortem  section, 
also  forcibly  taught  those  conducting  the  treatment  what  a  great 
desideratum  was  lacking.  Their  attitude  with  reference  to  thera- 
peutics and  prognosis  was  in  the  last  degree  unsatisfactory  and 
annoying.  As  they  were  unable  to  elucidate  the  real  pathology 
or  discover  the  initial  lesion  from  any  reasoning  upon  the  symp- 
tomatology or  the  progress  of  the  case,  they  could  not  apply 
remedies  with  any  reasonable  expectation  of  success.  After 
many  changes  of  remedies,  symptomatic  treatment  being  the 
best  they  could  do,  they  finally  abandoned  every  form  of  medi- 
cation, and  simply  sustained  life  as  long  as  possible.  The  his- 
tory is  as  follows: 

Miss  B.,  aged  30  years,  was  born  of  healthy  parents  and  grand- 
parents. While  not  strong  in  her  physical  make-up,  she  had  no 
tendency  to  tuberculosis  and  no  organic  weakness,  except  on  the 
side  of  her  nervous  system.  She  was  always  of  a  neurotic  tem- 
perament. Her  digestion  was  generally  feeble  and  easily  de- 
ranged, and  she  was  most  of  her  life  the  victim  of  headaches. 
During  puberty  aniemia  was  several  times  present. 

The  writer  was  called  in  consultation  to  see  her  with  Dr.  P.  E. 
Cleveland  and  Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts  in  October,  1890.  He 
was  informed  that  she  had  suffered  a  severe  attack  of  influenza 
in  February  preceding,  from  which  she  had  never  fully  recov- 
ered; that  she  had  been  afflicted  with  severe  neuralgic  pains 
through  the  body  and  limbs,  as  well  as  the  head,  all  the  summer; 
that  for  some  months  past  her  stomach  had  been  very  irritable, 
with  frequent  and  uncontrolable  vomiting.  Constipation  had 
been  more  or  less  constant  and  very  obstinate.  Much  debility 
and  emaciation  had  supervened,  and  w^hen  I  first  saw  her,  her 
condition  was  distressing — unable  to  take  food  and  in  constant 
pain.  The  pains  were  located  in  the  head,  the  trunk,  and  the 
limbs;  they  w-ere  sometimes  sharp  and  lancinating,  with  .some 
points  of  superficial  tenderness,  strongly  resembling  a  case  of 
multiple  neuritis.  She  had  no  lung  or  heart  complication,  and 
no  symptom  of  any  uterine  or  ovarian  disorder,  nor  did  she  in 
the  course  of  her  long  illness  develop  trouble  pointing  to  pelvic 
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lesion,  other  than  temporary  suppression  of  menstruation  from 
general  debility.  At  one  time,  in  the  winter  of  1890  and  1891, 
she  sank  very  low  from  long-continued  vomiting,  constipation, 
and  suffering;  but,  after  a  couple  of  months,  began  to  grow  bet- 
ter, and  by  April  of  1891  could  take  some  nourishment  by  the 
mouth,  while  her  multiple  neuralgias  diminished  in  intensity,  so 
that  in  May  she  was  out  of  bed,  and  thought  to  be  safely  conva- 
lescent. Improvement  continued,  and  she  was  able  to  take  a 
trip  of  several  weeks  to  Memphis  and  New  Orleans.  This  visit 
was  very  beneficial,  and  she  gained  some  ten  or  twelve  pounds 
before  returning  home.  By  constant  use  of  saline  purgatives, 
she  kept  off  her  constipation.  A  few  weeks,  however,  after 
getting  home,  her  old  troubles  returned,  and  she  had  to  remain 
in  bed.  Her  constipation  and  vomiting  became  greatly  aggra- 
vated, and  on  two  occasions  she  sank  into  a  moribund  condition. 
She  reacted  from  these  attacks,  and  for  months  was  sustained  bv 
nutritive  enemata.  The  pains  never  became  so  intense  as  in  the 
•earlier  part  of  her  illness,  but  the  constipation  increased  and  the 
vomiting  was  uncontrolable.  She  complained  much  in  her  last 
months  of  a  pain  along  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen  over  the 
■course  of  the  descending  colon,  and  there  was  distinct  tenderness 
in  that  region.  There  never  was  at  any  time  any  peritoneal  in- 
flammation, very  little  tympanites,  and  during  the  last  few  mouths 
of  her  life  complete  flatness  of  the  abdomen. 

In  September  the  pain  and  soreness  excited  by  the  eneuiata 
became  unbearable,  and  that  means  of  nourishment  was  cut  off. 
Both  means  of  sustaining  her  were  thus  abolished,  and  she  actu- 
ally survived  for  twenty  days  without  a  particle  of  nourishment 
being  introduced  into  her  system,  and  without"  any  evacuation 
from  the  bowels.  She  died  on  the  12th  of  October,  1891,  the 
immediate  cause  of  death  being  inanition. 

Autopsy  ten  hours  after  death.  Rigor  mortis  well  nuirked; 
great  emaciation.  Abdominal  cavity  alone  inspected.  Surface 
of  abdomen  retracted  and  concave.  Cavity  entered  by  an  in- 
cision on  median  line,  and  afterward  cross,  lateral  incisions.  No 
adhesions,  and  no  evidence  of  old  or  recent  peritonitis.  The 
small  intestines  were  perfectly  empty  and  collapsed,  and  looked 
like  a  coil  of  solid  strings  in  the  center  of  the  cavity.  The 
large  intestines  were  in  places  inflated  and  at  others  contracted. 
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The  stomach  was  extremely  small;  on  laying  open  its  walls  no 
ulceration  or  abrasion  was  found,  and  there  was  not  abnormal 
contraction  at  the  pylorus.  Liver  small,  but  normal  in  appear- 
ance of  surface  and  on  section;  gall-bladder  contained  an  ounce 
or  more  of  bile.  .The  pelvic  organs  showed  no  sign  of  disease  or 
displacement. 

On  examining  the  large  intestines  more  closely,  it  was  seen 
there  were  two  distinct  seats  of  contraction.  The  transverse  and 
descending  colon  was  then  removed  from  the  body,  and  inspected 
by  the  Academy  of  ^ledicine  a  few  days  after,  and  opened  by  a 
longitudinal  incision.  A  dilatation  existed  about  the  sigmoid, 
a  few  inches  above  a  contraction  began  and  embraced  six  or  eight 
inches,  extending  above  the  splenic  curvature;  the  calibre  in  thi» 
part  would  not  admit  the  little  finger.  Beyond  in  the  ascending 
colon  was  another  shorter  section  contracted,  but  not  so  much  as. 
the  first.  The  distended  portions  or  bowel  held  some  very  hard 
masses,  but  the  bowel  was  quite  empty  as  a  whole.  In  a  pouch 
at  the  lowest  end  of  the  contraction  was  a  verv  hard  fecal  mass, 
which  had  so  thinned  the  wall  of  the  gut  that  perforation  was 
about  to  occur.  No  ulcers  and  no  cicatrices  of  former  ulceration 
were  visible;  the  walls  in  the  contracted  portions  were  greatly 
thickened,  but  no  lesion  of  their  tissue  was  apparent. 

Comments. — The  clinical  history  does  not  seem  perfectly  elu- 
cidated by  the  autopsy.  That  the  obstinate  constipation  and  the 
vomiting  were  caused  by  intestinal  occlusion  seems  sufficiently 
evident.  What  relation  did  the  multiple  neuralgia  bear  to  this 
lesion  of  the  bowel?  It  is  difficult  to  connect  the  two.  Was  it 
that  the  patient,  possessing  a  highly  sensitive  nervous  system,  in- 
tensified by  the  attack  of  la  grippe,  had  the  neuralgic  pains  ex- 
cited in  part  by  reflex  sympathy  from  this  contracted  bowel  and 
partly  by  the  absorption  of  toxic  matter  from  retained  feces? 
There  could  have  been  no  gross  lesions  of  either  the  cord  or  the 
cerebrum,  and  no  meningeal  trouble,  for  otherwise  we  would  have 
had  paresis,  convulsions,  or  contractures,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
absence  of  abnormal  mental  phenomena. 

Again,  what  produced  these  contractions  in  the  calibre  of  the 
colon?  There  was  no  history  of  any  serious  attack  of  dysentery, 
and  no  cicatrices  were  found.  Could  this  condition  have  come 
on  gradually  and  slowly  through  defective  nervous  supply  ? 
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The  only  similar  case  I  have  ever  heard  of  being  reported  in 
medical  literature  is  one  by  Prof.  G.  C.  Savage,  of  our  city. 
This  case  occurred  in  his  practice  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago. 
A  tuU  history  and  account  of  the  sectio  cadaveris  was  prepared 
by  Professor  Savage,  and  published  in  the  Philadelphia  Reporter. 
The  subject  waa  a  young  man  of  20  years  old;  seems  to  have 
been  of  a  constipated  habit  for  a  long  time,  with  foul  breath, 
and  frequent  eructations  from  his  stomach,  and  presented  a  sal- 
low complexion.  After  he  had  been  under  the  doctor's  observa- 
tion for  a  few  weeks,  he  was  seized  with  an  acute  attack  of  fever, 
which  was  believed  to  be  typho-malarial.  At  the  end  of  eighteen 
days  of  fever,  during  which  he  had  one  chill,  he  began  to  pre- 
sent symptoms  of  acute  intestinal  obstruction;  pain  over  abdo- 
men, some  tympanitis,  vomiting,  and  obstinate  constipation. 
At  the  end  of  five  days  of  this  bowel  complication  and  twenty - 
four  days  from  the  commencement  of  his  illness,  he  died.  An 
autopsy  was  permitted,  and  the  report  reads  as  follows:  **By  a 
crucial  incision  we  opened  the  abdomen;  found  some  serum  and 
a  little  pus  in  the  lower  part  of  the  cavity;  the  omentum  above 
and  behind  the  small  bowel;  the  stomach  normal  in  color  and 
distended;  the  duodenum  and  jejunum  healthy  in  appearance 
and  distended;  upper  part  of  the  ileum  healthy,  while  two  and  a 
half  or  three  feet  of  the  lower  part  was  in  a  state  of  mortifiea. 
tion,  the  part  most  mortified  lying  in  the  left  iliac  region.  .  .  . 
Caecum  and  lower  part  of  descending  colon  healthy  and  much 
distended  with  gas.  Next  we  came  to  a  stricture  of  the  colon 
ten  inches  long,  six  inches  of  the  stricture  being  in  the  upper- 
part  of  the  descending  colon  and  four  inches  being  in  the  begin- 
ning of  tlie  transverse;  at  the  hepatic  flexure  was  a  mass  of 
hardened  feces,  weighing  ninety  grains,  around  which  the  gut 
was  tightly  constricted.  The  stricture  had  led  to  complete  oc- 
clusion; following  this  stricture  was  a  portion  of  healthy  trans- 
verse colon  five  or  six  mches  long,  and  very  much  distended 
with  gas;  following  this  was  a'  second  stricture  eighteen  inches 
long,  with  complete  occlusion,  eight  inches  occupying  the  last 
part  of  the  transverse  colon  and  ten  inches  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  descending;  at  the  splenic  flexure  was  a  second  mass  of  hard- 
ened feces,  weighing  one  hundred  grains,  and  around  this  the 
bowel  was  closely  contracted.     P^ach  stricture  was  cord-like  in 
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appearance,  and  not  larger  than  a  mau^s  little  finger,  except  at 
the  seat  of  the  hardened  fecal  masses.  The  strictures  were  laid 
open  with  the  scissors.  The  coats  of  this  part  of  the  bowel  were 
found  to  be  three  or  four  times  thicker  than  normal,  and  the 
width,  \vhen  laid  open  and  stretched,  not  more  than  half  an 
inch;  the  lower  portion  of  the  desceflding  colon,  the  sigmoid 
flexure,  and  the  rectum  were  in  a  normal  condition;  the  liver 
and  spleen  were  not  enlarged." 


[I  am  gratified  indeed  to  place  before  the  readers  of  The 
Southern  Practitioner  this  exceedingly  interesting  report — 
first,  that  it  was  prepared  by  so  able  a  clinician  and  close  ob- 
server as  the  author;  and,  secondly,  that  by  reason  of  an  unso- 
licited request  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  most  noble,  heroic,  and 
brave  ladies  who  ever  graced  the  American  continent  by  her 
Christian  walk,  her  many  deeds  of  kindness,  charity,  and  love, 
who,  when  the  shadows  of  grim  death  were  rapidly  closing 
around  her,  suggested  and  requested  herself  that  an  autopsy  be 
tnade.  For  said  she:  *'It  may  be  of  some  use  to  others,  and  I 
know  that  my  physicians  will  be  better  satisfied  to  know  that 
they  have  done  all  for  me  that  was  competent  for  mortals  like 
mvself." 

My  first  connection  with  one  of  the  most  interesting  patients 
who  ever  came  under  my  observation  dates  back  to  1883.  I  wa& 
the  *' family  doctor"  until  about  a  year  preceding  her  death, 
when  Dr.  Cleveland,  who  lived  in  her  immediate  vicinity,  took 
direct  charge  of  her  case  —  my  residence  being  then  nearly  two 
miles  away. 

In  her  history  I  learned  that  she  passed  through  the  ordinary 
, diseases  of  childhood  without  any  thing  of  remarkable  portent. 
In  1873,  just  at  the  close  of  our  last  cholera  visitation,  she  had 
an  attack  of  dysentery,  but  it  was  not  serious,  and  did  not  last 
more  than  a  week  or  ten  days.  It  was  not  regarded  as  a  severe 
attack  at  all.  Shortly  after  this  she  began  to  have  attacks  of 
neuralgic  headache,  and  from  the  time  I  took  charge  of  her  case 
in  1883  she  would  at  intervals  experience  great  suffering 
from  recurrent  attacks.  It  was  always  noticed  that  during  the 
attacks  there  would  be  great  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  sul- 
phate of  quinine  could  never  be  tolerated  by  her;   it   always^ 
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whether  admiDistered  per  orem,  hypodermatically,  or  by  enema, 
invariably  made  her  deathly  sick.  Nor  did  she  tolerate  opiates; 
they  invariably  produced  such  distressing  nausea,  that  no  matter 
in  what  form  administered  they  seemed  far  worse  than  the  dis- 
ease. She  would  have  occasional  trouble  with  sluggishness  of 
the  bowels,  but  this  would  generally  yield  readily  to  small  doses 
of  calomel  followed  by  salines.  The  neuralgic  attacks  would 
occur  at  intervals  of  from  three  to  six  months.  At  each  attack , 
and  I  witnessed  quite  a  number,  she  would  be  brought  almost  to 
death's  door  by  absolute  starvation,  her  stomach  frequently  for 
a  week  or  more  rejecting  everything. 

I  think  it  was  in  1884 — possibly  a  year  later — she  received  a 
fall  from  a  step-ladder  while  arranging  some  pictures  in  her 
mother's  parlor,  fracturing  one  of  the  tarsal  bones  (the  scaphoid), 
my  diagnosis  of  this  unusual  fracture  being  confirmed  by  Prof. 
Duncan  Eve,  M.D.  She  also  received  a  slight  contusion  of  the 
abdomen  on  left  side  and  just  above  position  of  sigmoid  flexure 
of  the  colon;  but  this  gave  but  little  trouble,  only  a  little  sore- 
ness that  passed  away  in  a  few  days.  This  accident  was  either 
the  exciting  cause  or  the  precursor  of  one  of  the  most  severe 
neuralgic  attacks,  accompanied  by  most  distressing  nausea,  that 
I  ever  witnessed. 

These  neuralgic  attacks,  when  they  would  pass  off,  would  leave 
her  cheerful,  lively — she  had  ever  a  most  hopeful  disposition — 
the  calm,  reliant  hope  of  a  true  Christian  woman,  and  she  would 
soon  rally  and  get  about  in  her  beautiful  and  admirable  Chris- 
tian-like way  in  her  many  deeds  of  love,  charity,  and  benevo- 
lence. 

While,  as  stated,  there  would  from  time  to  time  be  more  or 
less  trouble  from  constipation,  there  was  nothing  in  her  whole 
clinical  history  up  to  a  short  time  before  her  death  to  indicate 
such  a  serious  organic  lesion  of  the  colon,  such  a  marked  stenosis 
as  has  been  so  graphically  delineated  by  Dr.  Buist.  Yes,  at  one 
point,  just  above  the  sigmoid  flexure,  extending  upward  fully 
eight  inches,  it  seemed  to  have  degenerated  into  a  solid,  fibrous 
cord — looking  more  like  an  oesophagus  than  any  other  part  of 
the  intestinal  tract;  in  calibre  about  as  large  as  the  little  finger, 
while  every  vestige  of  sacculi  had  disappeared,  though  they  were 
marked  and  to  some  extent  exaggerated  both  above  and  below. 
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The  question  arises,  When  did  this  stenosis  originate?  Could 
it  be  possible  to  have  commenced  with  her  attack  of  dysentery, 
or  later  as  the  result  of  a  traumatism  from  her  fall  more  than 
ten  years  later?  While  I  could  not  help  recognizing  intestinal 
trouble  in  the  later  years  of  her  life,  there  was  nothing  up  to  -a 
short  time  before  her  death  to  indicate  so  serious  an  organic 
lesion — and,  yes,  one  that  was  not  of  rapid  formation,  and  one 
that  would  have  never  been  recognized  without  the  autopsy. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  state  and  impress  upon  ray  readers 
one  fact,  and  an  unfortunate  one.  Our  American  people  are  too 
chary  of  permitting  a  resort  to  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant  means  of  adding  to  human  knowledge;  they  are  too 
timid,  or  have  a  false  and  incorrect  idea  of  an  autopsy.  They 
should  be  educated  out  of  this,  and  our  doctors  should  more  fre- 
quently request,  nay,  devfuind,  permission  for  a  resort  to  a  means 
that  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  present  and  coming  genera- 
tions, and  cannot  harm  the  dead. — Ed.  B.  P.] 


JOTTINGS    FROM    MY   NOTE-BOOK:   ECHOES   FROM 
THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  UNIVERSITY 

OF  TENNESSEE. 


BY    WILL    D.    HAGGARD,    JR. 


Commencement  exercises  will  be  held  at  the  Vendome  Theater, 
Tuesday  evening,  February  23.  Valedictory  Address  by  Dr.  J. 
S.  Ward,  of  Tennessee;  Charge  to  the  Class  by  Prof.  T.  Hilliard 
Wood,  M.D.  But,  alas!  the  dreaded  trreen- room  comes  before, 
with  its  horrors,  almost  equaled  by  the  grim-visaged  monster 
himself. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  lose  Prof.  Stephens  for  even  the  short 
time,  last  month,  on  account  of  his  unfortunate  accident  in 
fracturing  his  clavicle.  It  is  said  that  his  obstetrical  manikin, 
* 'Betsey,*'  was  confined  during  his  illness,  and  delivered  ])y  some 
of  the  students.  That  was  the  first  time  in  her  three  thousand 
confinements  that  the  Professor  did  not  attend  her. 
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'*  Whisky  is  the  grandest  agent  in  the  materia  medica,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  for  shock,"  says  Prof .  Paul  F.  Eve,  *Hhe  opinions 
of  the  venerable  Prof.  N.  S.  Davis,  M.D.,  the  Nestor  of  the  pro- 
fession, to  the  contrary,  and  the  statement  of  Rev.  Dr.  Steele,  in 
his  sermon  to  the  doctors  of  Nashville,  uothwithstanding.'' 

The  Practitioner  for  January,  though  a  trifle  tardy,  was  a 
delightful  revelation  to  the  students.  The  anxiousness  with  which 
they  awaited  its  appearance,  and  corresponding  avidity  with 
which  it  was  devoured,  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  their  appreci- 
ation. 

The  clinics  at  the  City  Hospital  are  well  attended,  and  are 
made  very  interesting  and  instructive.  In  one  week  in  January 
the  class  was  treated  to  a  hip- joint  amputation  by  Prof.  Paul  F. 
Eve,  and  to  a  laparotomy  and  a  forceps  delivery  by  Prof.  Hag- 
gard, besides  the  regular  clinics.  Two  of  these  being  on  non- 
clinic  days. 

It  is  positively  exhilerating  to  see  the  earnestness  evinced,  and 
the  good  work  accomplished  by  the  students  now. 

They  seem  to  realize  that  the  term  is  nearing  its  close,  and, 
consequently,  are  redoubling  their  energies  in  the  last  grand 
struggle  down  the  home-stretch. 

In  the  intervals  between  lectures,  knots  of  students  are  discuss- 
ing the  probable  winners  of  the  class  honors,  the  hospital  ap- 
pointments, etc.,  and  dilating  on  the  qualities  and  achievements 
of  their  respective  favorites.  The  candidates  for  honors  them- 
selves only  a  suspicioned  and  intellectual  few,  are  alert  and  in 
training  for  the  crucial  test. 

The  candidates  for  graduation  are  all  dreading,  yet  yearning, 
for  the  final  momennt,  and  sheep-skins  are  at  a  premium. 

The  undergraduates,  giddy,  gawky,  and  gullable,  are  inspired 
to  more  zealous  work  by  the  thought  that  the  green-room  to  them 
will  some  day  be  a  reality. 

The  prof essors  are  carefully  revewing  their  respective  branches, 
by  frequent  quizzes,  and   are  the  recipients  of  many  calls  from 
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the  candidates,  who  are  making  friendly,  non-professional  calls, 
simply  to  break  the  ice.  Possibly  they  think  if  they  do  get  in 
deep  water,  that  they  will  not  have  the  additional  disadvantage 
of  being  imprisoned  under  a  sheet  of  ice. 

The  ante-Christmas  hilarity  is  no  more,  and  our  little  college- 
world  is  a  millenium  of  prosperity.  Verily,  the  Ides  of  February 
are  upon  us! 

Apropos  of  the  above,  the  opinion  has  been  expressed  by  many 
of  the  best  and  most  advanced  students,  that  a  long  Christmas 
holiday  is  a  thief  of  time.  A  whole,  week  is  quite  a  break  in  the 
short  terra  of  twenty  weeks.  In  literary  schools  and  colleges, 
which  run  ten  months,  a  long  holliday  of  from  a  week  and  a  half 
to  two  weeks,  is  very  acceptable  to  the  student. 

But  in  a  medical  college,  where  the  student  needs  every  lecture 
and  every  facility  for  increasing  his  fund  of  medical  lore,  it  seems 
preposterous  to  omit  one  week  when  only  seven  more  intervene 
before  commencement.  To  this  week  of  actual  suspension  of 
lectures  might  be  added  the  week  previous,  which  is  squandered 
in  anticipation  of  the  delightful  yule-tide. 

During  the  holiday  week,  a  good  many  fellows  go  home.  For 
those  who  live  in  close  proximity  to  Nashville,  that  is  very  con- 
venient and  very  pleasant;  but  for  a  large  number  from  the  Gulf 
States,  and  from  the  West,  it  is  very  expensive  and  very  unsatis- 
factory to  go  home  only  to  get  there  and  immediately  return. 
The  money  expended  on  his  trip  would  be  a  considerable  item  in 
equiping  himself  for  the  proper  practice  of  his  profession. 

Moreover,  some  first-course  men,  after  reaching  their  distant 
homes,  decide  to  remain,  and  thus  lose  one  of  the  most  imporant 
parts  of  their  course.  The  additional  time  consumed  in  **  getting 
back  into  harness*'  increases  the  bulk  of  golden  moments  lost, 
and  lost  for  aye.  Altogether  it  seems  to  be  contra- indicated.  It 
would  not  be  surprising  if  next  year's  class  would  vote  to  dis- 
pense all  holidays,  except  Christmas-day,  Christmas-eve,  and 
Duncan  Eve,  and  then  hang  up  stockings  for  new  inspiration, 
and  dream  of  a  little  red  wagon  with  a  capacity  for  good,  solid, 
earnest  work. 

It  has  been  rumored  that  our  esteemed  Professor  of  Materia 
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Medica,  Dr.  Vertrees,  expects  to  resign.  The  students  imme- 
<Uately  prepared  a  petition,  deploring  the  loss  of  Dr.  Vertrees, 
and  praying  the  faculty  to  elect  Dr.  Ross  Dunn  to  fill  the  respon- 
sible vacancy.  Well,  Ross  Dunn  will  not  be  the  only  alumnus  of 
this  institution  to  don  the  professorial  toga,  and  more  that— to 
wear  it  with  grace  and  dignity. 

Professor — What  would  you  do  for  a  case  of  os  uteri? 
Student — I  would  give  hot- water  douches  and  administer  ergot 
internally. 

Professor — You  may  take  your  seat,  sir! 


ocit^ti^^. 


GYNECOLOGICAL   AND   OBSTETRICAL   SOCIETY  OF 

BALTIMORE. 


NOVEMBER   MEETING. 


The  President,  Dr.  William  E.  Mosely,  in  the  chair. 

Di.  John  Morris  gave  an  address  entitled  *'A  Parting  Word 
Upon  Obstetrics.'"     He  said  : 

*'I  began  the  practice  of  obstetrics  forty -six  yeai*s  ago,  and 
for  the  first  four  years  kept  a  record  of  my  cases.  The  fii-st  year  I 
attended  thirty-five  cases.  I  was  associated  with  Dr.  Hintze,  who 
at  that  time  had  a  very  extensive  general  practice,  and  who  was 
very  often  called  to  assist  midwives  in  their  troublesome  cases. 
I  kept  a  careful  record  of  my  first  two  hundred  cases,  but  after 
that  I  abandoned  the  record,  a  fact  which  I  have  since  very  much 
regretted. 

'*  My  first  case  \vas  a  very  unfortunate  one.  I  attended  the 
patient  in  my  student  days.  This  woman  was  in  the  country, 
and  was  in  labor  three  days.  At  the  end  of  that  time  I  sent  for 
Dr.  Hintze,  who  delivered  her  with  crotchet.  On  account  of  the 
long  impaction  of  the  head,  the  whole  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
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vagina  sloughed  away.  The  woman  is  still  living,  but  so  much 
tissue  was  destroyed  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to  close  up  the 
opening,  and  all  these  years  the  urine  has  beeu  passing  from  her 
as  rapidly  as  secreted. 

^^My  second  case  a  black  woman,  who  had  a  prolonged  labor. 
I  had  never  seen  the  forceps  used,  but  tried  •to  put  them  on,  and 
failed.  After  awhile  the  child  was  born  without  any  artificial 
assistance. 

**One  of  my  great  difficulties  in  my  first  cases  was  to  find  the 
cervix.  I  had  never  had  any  practical  instruction  in  obstetrics, 
did  not  know  that,  in  the  first  stage,  before  dilatation,  that  the 
OS  is  usually  found  far  back  against  the  sacrum;  among  other 
things  I  think  I  have  learned,  is  how  to  shorten  labor.  One  of 
the  best  means  of  accomplishing  this  is  by  external  pressure.^  I 
learned  that  from  my  master.  Dr.  Hintze.  Another  was  to  pa.^s 
the  cervix  around  the  occiput,  and  I  found  that  these  two  short- 
ened labor  very  considerably.  I  think  I  acquired  the  art  of  pre- 
serving the  perineum.  I  believe  in  keeping  the  head  under  con- 
trol, and  not  allowing  it  to  be  delivered  too  rapidly.  In  Ireland 
I  learned  how  to  preserve  the  perineum  when  using  forceps.  The 
secret  is  simply  to  change  the  axis  of  traction  as  the  head  conies 
to  the  perineum,  first,  upwards,  perpendicular  to  the  bed,  and 
then  carrying  the  handle  far  over  on  to  the  abdomen  of  the 
mother. 

"I  have  found  that  midwifery  is  underrated  in  the  profession, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  in  no  branch  is  there  greater  opportunity 
to  display  skill  and  judgment.  This  branch  is  esteemed  much 
more  highly  than  formerly. 

♦*  Formerly,  in  conditions  of  rigid  cervix,  it  was  the  practice 
to  bleed.  I  have  done  it  many  times,  but  it  would  not  be  toler- 
ated now. 

**I  am  convinced  that  hot- water  injections  will  assist  in  relax- 
ation.    I  have  no  faith  in  belladonna. 

**I  liave  been  fortunate  in  not  seeing  many  cases  of  hemor- 
rhage. I  believe  external  pressure,  used  during  labor,  will  pre- 
vent post-partum  hemorrhage.  For  the  first  ten  years,  I  used 
ergot  in  nearly  every  case  during  the  second  stage,  but  have  not 
used  it  now  for  fifteen  vears.  In  cases  of  delaved  labor  I  now 
prefer  the  forceps  to  ergot. 
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''The  crotchet  has  gone  out  of  use,  but  formerly  it  wsls  used 
frequently.  Often  the  woman  was  injured,  and  not  infrequently 
the  doctor's  fingers  suffered.  Dr.  Hintze  had  a  glove  to  pro- 
tect  his  fingers.  We  had  at  that  time  no  chloroform,  and  often 
in  transverse  positions  the  woman  would  die  undelivered,  because 
it  was  not  possible  to  turn  and  deliver.  I  have  not  habitually 
used  anesthetics,  except  in  forceps  cases.  I  have  thought  that 
they  prolonged  the  labor,  but  I  always  use  chloroform  when  any 
force  is  to  be  resorted  to. 

**  I  have  never  used  the  binder,  because  I  could  never  see  the 
philosophy  of  it.  It  will  not  stay  in  position,  and  it  is  absurd 'to 
think  it  controls  hemorrhage.  The  only  good  that  I  could  ever 
see  that  it  accomplished  was  to  please  the  woman. 

*' When  to  use  forceps. — Always  use  forceps  when  labor  is  de- 
layed in  the  second  stage.  Tiie  old  forceps  were  a  much  weaker 
instrument  than  the  ones  constructed  on  the  Tarnier  principle.  I 
think  the  Tarnier  forceps  the  greatest  advance  in  obstetrics  in 
my  time. 

*'  In  placenta  previa,  and  in  abortion,  we  formerly  used  a  tam- 
pon made  of  a  handkerchief,  rags,  cotton,  or  any  thing  that 
could  be  had.  These  tampons  were  dirty  and  dangerous.  Later 
I  have  used  only  the  colpeurynter.  It  assists  to  dilate  the  os,  as 
well  as  well  being  the  most  efficient  tampon.  It  is  clean  and 
harmless. 

**Opium  is  the  best  thing  to  relieve  pain  in  labor.  It  does  not 
arrest  the  labor.  When  the  os  is  dilated  it  increases  the  con- 
tractions." 

Dr.  F.  E.  Chatard  exhibited  to  tlie  Society  the  obstetrical  in- 
struments used  by  his  grandfather,  1810-1840,  and  also  those 
used  by  his  father,  1836-1875. 

He  stated  that  he  had  used  external  pressure  with  apparent 
good  effect. 

Dr.  Wilmer  Brinton  stated  that  the  external  pressure  was  used 
by  primitive  people.  He  thought  that  in  rigid  os  he  had  gotten 
good  results  from  the  administration  of  chloral  in  fifteen  graih 
doses  every  fifteen  minutes  until  three  doses  were  given,  as  re- 
commended by  Playfair.  But  the  number  of  cases  in  which  he 
had  given  chloral  was  small. 

Dr.  G.  Lane  Taney  hill  had  used  chloral  per  anum  with  great 
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satisfactiou  in  three  cases.  lu  less  than  an  hour  the  os  had  beeu 
considerably  dilated,  aud  delivery  was  effected  in  each  case  within 
three  hours,  other  remedies  having  failed.  He  had  learned  this 
treatment  from  our  learned  fellow  member,  Dr.  Williams.  He 
uses  thirty  grains  of  chloral  in  milk. 

Dr.  P.  C.  Williams  thought  it  was  very  important  to  consider 
agents  to  relax  the  parts.  Chloral,  in  forty  to  sixty  grain  doses 
per  anum,  had  given  good  results,  but  sometimes  it,  as  well  as 
chloroform,  fails  to  completely  relax  the  cervix. 

In  his  earlier  experience  he  had  encountered  many  cases  of 
post-partum  hemorrhage,  but  since  he  had  made  use  of  a  practice 
that  is  condemned  by  most  obstetricians,  that  of  giving  ergot  be- 
fore chloroform,  he  had  not  a  single  case  of  hemorrhage.  He 
had  seen  no  harm  result  from  this  practice,  but  thought  he  had 
shortened  the  labor. 

The  objection  to  morphine  to  relieve  pain  is  that  it  nauseates 
badly  afterwards.  Chloral  must  be  pushed  to  get  good  effects. 
The  objection  to  it  is  that  sometimes  it  leaves  the  patient  more  or 
less  delirous,  and  may  seriously  depress  the  heart  if  given  too 
frequently. 

Dr.  William  S.  Gardner  had  used  chloral  in  fifteen  grain  doses 
repeatedly,  every  fifteen  minutes  in  a  series  of  cases,  and  found 
that  while  the  patients  had  very  little  relief  from  the  fever,  that 
a  large  percentage  of  them  would  be  made  sick  at  the  stomach, 
and  the  discomfort  caused  by  the  disagreeable  taste  of  the  drug, 
and  by  the  vomiting  following  its  use,  more  than  counter- bal- 
anced the  little  good  it  did,  and  its  use  in  this  way  was  aban- 
doned. 

He  gives  it  frequently  for  the  relief  of  false  labor  pains,  a  dose 
of  thirty  grains  will  almost  invariably  relieve  the  pain  and  put 
the  woman  to  sleep. 

Dr.  Wm.  P.  Chunn  had  used  chloral  a  number  of  times,  but 
could  get  no  positive  evidence  of  its  value,  but  it  does  not  seem 
to   obtund  the  pain.     If  opium  will  do  this,  it  might  be  advisable 

Dr.  L.  E.  Neale  was  surprised  that  a  discussion  as  to  the  value 
of  chloral  should  be  brought  up.  He  thought  that  the  time  for 
discussion  of  that  subject  had  passed. 

Whether  it  would  act  more  efficiently  by  the  rectum  or  by  the 
stomach  he  did  not  know,  but  he  thought  sixty  grains  too  large 
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a  close,  and  would  be  afraid  to  use  that  much  as  an  ordinary  dose 
by  the  mouth. 

The  remarks  were  entirely  too  general  to  admit  of  special  dis- 
cussion . 

William  S.  Gardner,  M.D.,  iSecrefary, 

712   N.  Howard  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


THE  CLINICAL  SOCIETY  OF  MARYLAND. 

The  twenty-fifth  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  was  called  to 
order  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  December  18,  1891,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Robert  Johns(m. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Mitchell  read  a  paper  entitled  **After  Inflamma- 
tion—What?" 

Dr.  William  B.  C'anfield  read  a  paper  on  **  Dust  as  a  ( -ausative 
Factor  in  Pulmonary  Disease.*'     He  said: 

**The  various  kinds  of  dust  may  be  divided  into  animal,  min- 
eral, and  vegetable.  Opinions  differ  as  to  which  kinds  are  most 
dangerous  when  inhaled.  That  which  is  generated  in  bnish  fac- 
tories is  animal,  and  very  harmful.  Makers  of  hats,  especially 
felt  hats,  suffer  much  from  the  dust  evolved.  The  vegetable 
dust  that  does  the  greatest  and  most  lasting  injury  to  the  lungs 
is  that  generated  in  tobacco  factories.  This  dust  has  not  only  a 
mechanical  action,  but' also  poisonous  effects. 

**It  is  in  connection  with  the  inhalation  of  mineral  dust  that 
the  greatest  amount  of  scientific  investigation  has  been  made, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  diseases  called  the  consumption  of 
grinders,  miners,  potters,  etc.  Inthracosis,  silicosis,  siderosis, 
chalicosis,  tabacosis,  and  other  kindred  names,  have  been  sug- 
gested to  describe  a  similar  condition  produced  by  various  kinds 
of  dust.  Zenker  has  handed  down  the  ^vord  '  pneumonokouiosis ' 
to  cover  all  these  conditions.  The  history  of  these  cases  is  ver}' 
much  alike.  They  begin  with  simple  bronchitis,  which  gradually 
becomes  chronic.  They  are  usually  non- tuberculous,  at  least  at 
the  beginning;  tuberculous  complication  is  only  an  accident. 

**  Where  one  is  exposed  to  an  atmosphere  of  dust,  the  contact 
of  this  dust  with  the  sensitive  nasal  and  laryngeal  mucous  mem- 
brane sets  up  coughing  and  sneezing,  and  much  of  the  dust  is 
expelled,  and  for  a  time  no  harm  results;  but  a  continued  ex- 
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posure.  to  this  dust  causes  a  congestion  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  nose  and  breathing  passages,  and  in  time  an  inflammation 
of  the  whole  tract;  the  ciliated  epithelium  loses  its  power,  and 
duet  finds  its  way  to  the  ultimate  ends  of  the  lung  tubules. 
When  the  individual  is  asleep  or  absent  from  this  irritation,  the 
ciliated  epithelium  gets  rid  of  a  large  part  of  this  foreign  sub- 
stance, and  the  wandering  cells  may  close  around  some  of  this 
dust  and  try  to  carry  it  off,  or  render  it  harmless  by  burying  it 
in  a  lympathic  gland.  Much,  however,  finds  its  way  either 
through  the  epithelium  or  between  the  cells  into  the  submucous 
layer,  getting  into  contact  with  the  connective  tissue  of  the 
alveoli,  and  by  irritation  causing  a  hypertrophy  of  this  tissue 
and  a  condition  resembling  chronic  insterstitial  pneumonia  or 
fibroid  phthisis.  The  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  fibroid 
condition  seems  to  oppose  a  direct  barrier  to  the  growth  and  mul- 
tiplication of  the  bacillus  tuberculosis,  and  in  large  tracts  of 
lung  tissue  converted  into  this  material  often  not  a  bacillus  could 
be  detected.  In  one  of  the  author's  cases  bacilli  were  found  in 
abundance,  and  yet  two  years  afterward  the  man  reported  him- 
self as  entirelv  well. 

**The  color  of  the  expectoration  i.*«  a  prominent  sign  in  these 
cases.  In  one  case  of  the  author,  a  stoker,  the  expectoration 
.still  continues  absolutely  black  at  times,  and  always  tinged,  al- 
though it  is  almost  two  years  since  he  gave  up  his  occupation. 
Examination  of  this  sputum  under  the  microscope  showed  it  to 
contain  in  abundance  carrier  cells,  which  in  all  cases  contained 
pigment,  and  in  some  instances  the  black  crystalline  coal  could 
be  recognized  within  these  cells.  This  pigment  and  foreign  ma- 
terial has  a  tendency  to  collect  at  the  apices  of  the  lungs,  and  is 
only  present  at  the  bases  when  the  dust  inhaled  is  excessive  in 
amount  and  exposure  prolonged. 

**In  diagnosis,  physical  signs  do  not  yield  as  much  as  the  mi- 
croscope. By  the  microscope  we  see  the  cells  containing  the 
dust.  In  the  author's  cases  (four)  rales  were  heard  on  ausculta- 
tion, but  nothing  marked  was  obtained  on  percussion. 

*  *  The  prognosis  is  good  if  the  man  has  not  worked  too  long  at 
the  occupation. 

**The  treatment  is  to  take  the  patient  from  his  dangerous  oc- 
cupation, when  improvement  begins  at  once.     Owners  of  large 
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factories  are  adopting  stringeut  prophylatic  measures  in  order 
that  they  may  not  lose  so  many  good  workmen.  The  best  meth- 
ods are:  (1)  To  prevent  the  formation  or  escape  of  dust  by  using 
wet  grinding,  or  by  grinding  in  closed  vessels;  this  is  not  always 
practicable.  (2)  To  prevent  inhalation  of  dust  by  wearing  res- 
pirators, etc.;  but  these  are  uncomfortable,  and  the  men  remove 
thoni  at  every  opportunity.  (3)  The  removal  of  the  dust  as  fast 
as  it  is  produced  by  using  fans  and  air-shafts.  This  is  by  far 
the  best  plan. 

** Still  further,  the  following  rules  should  be  enforced:  1.  All 
workmen  should  change  their  outer  clothing  after  work;  2.  They 
.should  keep  their  faces  and  hands  as  clean  as  their  work  will 
allow;  3.  They  should  never  be  allowed  to  eat  in  the  work- 
room . ' ' 

Dr.  Randolph  Winslow  related  **A  Case  of  Elephantiasis 
Scroti." 

J.  (\,  colored,  aged  44  years,  was  admitted  to  the  University 
Hospital,  September  7,  1891,  on  account  of  enlargement  of  the 
scrotum  and  perineum.  His  father  died  of  meningitis,  and  his 
mother  of  phthisis.  Patient  is  one  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  died  of  phthisis.  He  had  measles  in  childhood,  typhoid 
fever  at  21,  and  gonorrhoea  about  eight  years  ago.  The  present 
disease  began  about  three  years  ago,  with  slight  thickening  of 
the  tissues  of  the  scrotum,  penis,  and  perineum;  the  infiltration 
first  showing  itself  in  the  skin  of  the  scrotum,  and  increasing 
slowly  until,  at  the  time  of  admission,  the  scrotum  was  enor- 
mously enlarged  and  reached  one-eighth  of  the  distance  to  the 
knee.  There  were  a  number  of  suppurating  sinuses  and  super- 
ficial abscesses  in  the  scrotum  and  perineum.  There  was  some 
pain.  The  tissnes  of  scrotum  were  brawny,  and  very  little  im- 
pression could  be  made  on  them  by  pressure.  The  perineum  was 
composed  of  similar  tissue,  and  was  enormously  hypertrophied. 
The  skin  of  the  penis  was  also  thickened,  but  retained  its  supple- 
ness, and  the  prepuce  could  be  easily  retracted.  The  patient 
said  that  his  virile  powers  were  unimpaired.  .  He  was  a  sailor, 
but  had  never  been  much  beyond  the  coast  of  this  country,  and 
had  never  resided  in  a  tropical  country. 

Several  efforts  to  detect  the  fil^ria  sanguinis  hopiinis  were  un- 
successful, 
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The  sinuses  were  iDcised,  and  a  long  incision  made  in  the  peri- 
neum to  relieve  tension  and  allow  the  lymph  and  blood  vessels  to 
empty  themselves.  He  was  placed  upon  iodide  of  potassium,  as 
syphilis  could  not  be  excluded.  He  did  not  improve,  and  an  ex- 
cision of  the  scrotum  and  perineal  hypertrophy  was  performed 
October  1.  The  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissues  were  very  dense 
and  thick,  and  freely  supplied  with  blood  vessels.  The  testicles 
were  carefully  dissected  out,  and  were  uninjured.  The  gap  in 
the  perineum  was  closed  with  sutures,  but  there  was  not  sufficient 
tissue  to  cover  the  testicles;  hence,  lateral  incisions  were  made  in« 
the  contiguous  skin,  and  strips  of  skin  dissected  up  and  brought 
over  so  as  to  form  a  new  scrotum.  The  tension  was  great,  and 
the  stitches  cut  out,  allowing  the  flaps  to  separate  considerable. 
Healing  was  effected  under  about  five  dressings,  and  he  was  dis- 
charged well  on  November  8,  relieved  of  pain  and  discomfort, 
and  ready  again  to  resume  his  arduous  avocation. 

W.  T.  Watson,  M.D.,  Secretary, 


^oms^ondenu. 


INFLUENZA— LA  GRIPPE. 

To  the  Southern  Practitioner: — We  are  having  now  the  most 
extensive  epidemic  of  la  grippe  the  world  has  witnessed  during 
the  present  century. 

We  learn  from  high  authority  that  this  disease  is  no  stranger 
to  the  human  race,  or  to  some  of  the  lower  animals  either.  The 
epizootic  in  the  horse,  man's  noblest  animal,  is  no  doubt  the  same 
disease.  It  is  said  to  have  been  noticed  in  the  fifth  century,  and 
to  have  prevailed  at  frequent  periods  down  through  the  ages  until 
the  present  time. 

As  old  Prof essor  Bartlett  said  of  consumption,  it  is  the  world's 
great  epidemic;  it  knows  no  limit;  it  spreads  all  over  the  ice- 
bound regions  of  the  North,  from  thence  throughout  all  longi- 
tudes down  to  the  torrid  zone  of  the  South.  Men,  women,  and 
children  are  dying  to-day  throughout  all  the  world  from  the 
fatal  effects  of  la  grippe.     It  spares  neither  age,  sex,  nor  condi- 
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tiou;  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  crowned  head  and  the  beggar, 
fall  alike  by  the  fatal  arrow  of  the  unseen  foe. 

Symptoms. — Though  the  disease  assumes  various  forms,  its  ad- 
vent is  as  sudden  and  well  marked  as  a  paroxysm  of  remittent 
fever.  It  is  ushered  in  by  a  chill,  with  violent  headache,  pains 
in  the  back,  limbs,  and  muscles,  followed  soon  by  a  high  fever 
that  lasts  from  three  to  four  days,  leaving  the  system  very  much 
depressed,  and  in  some  cases  a  terrible  neuralgia  will  remain  in 
the  head,  face,  and  eyes,  with  collapse  and  congestion  of  the 
*  lungs  and  stomach.  Then,  in  the  old  and  feeble,  will  come  on 
heart  failure  and  death,  if  not  prevented  by  timely  treatment; 
and  in  the  worst  cases  no  treatment  will  save  the  life  of  your 
patient. 

Treatment. — Generally  the  treatment  is  simple  and  rational. 
Give  at  the  start  calomel  10  grs.,  ipecac  2  grs.,  and  podophyllin 
^  gr.,  to  be  worked  off  in  six  or  eight  hours,  if  the  bowels  don't 
move,  with  castor-oil  and  turpentine,  or  salts.  Keep  the  patient 
well  covered  up  in  bed,  with  warm  flannels  over  the  head  and 
eyes,  so  arranged  as  not  to  exclude  the  air  from  the  nose.  Com- 
mence at  once  with  a  mixture  of  tinct.  gelseminum  two  parts. 
Fowler's  solution  one  part;  mix,  and  give  fifteen  to  twenty  drops 
every  four  hours,  in  water,  until  the  pains  all  subside  about  the 
face  and  eyes.  Give  two  moderate  doses  of  quinine,  three  to 
four  grains  each,  at  9  and  3  o'clock  each  night  for  a  week  or 
more,  if  no  unpleasant  effect  is  produced  by  it.  When  the  fever, 
subsides,  give  warm,  stimulating  teas.  But  now  give  ergot  15 
drops,  digitalis  10  drops,  every  four  to  six  hours  until  con- 
valescence sets  in.  At  no  stage  of  the  disease  are  any  of  the 
usual  antipyretics,  such  autifebrin,  antipyrin,  or  aconite,  to 
be  given.  Morphine  and  whisky,  or  brandy,  are  well  borne. 
No  kind  of  food  can  be  taken  for  four  or  five  days,  and  then  it 
must  be  light. 

One  danger  must  be  guarded  against;  that  is,  getting  up  too 
soon.  I  have  seen  several  dangerous  relapses  take  place,  with 
almost  fatal  results.  J.  W.  Davis,  M.D. 

J^MYBNA,  Tenn.,  January  21,  1892. 
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Ovarian  Inflammation  and  Dymmknorbh(ka.  —  As  for 
dysraenorrhoea  due  to  iuflamed  ovaries,  it  may  l>e  recognized  by 
its  preaeuce  some  days  before  tbe  How  \»  established  and  its  dimi- 
Dutjuii  after  it  bae  made  its  appearance.  A  vaginal  examination 
reveals  exquisite  tenderness  on  pressure,  generally  accompanied 
by  a  sensation  of  nausea.  For  years  it  has  been  thought  that 
treatment  availed  nothing  for  its  relief,  and  so  fixed  has  the  idea 
become  that  the  patient  has  been  hurried  to  the  operating -room 
and  the  organs  removed  with  the  idea  of  saving  unnecessary 
suffering.  In  some  few  cases,  it  is  true,  the  operation  must  be 
eventually  resorted  tu,  but  the  number  of  these,  I  am  thankful 
lo  say,  is  being  rapidly  reduced,  and  erelong  they  will  be  the 
great  exception  if  the  results  of  others  who  use  the  current  of 
electricity  in  such  cases  be  as  happy  as  mine.  When  the  grave 
queations  of  future  maternity,  prolonged  couvalescence,  and  risk 
are  takon  into  consideration,  surely  our  patients  will  not  blame 
us  for  making  au  honest  elTort  to  cure  their  dysmenorrhaea  by 
treatment  before  consigning  them  to  the  kuife.  And  when  1  say 
au  konegt  effort,  I  do  not  mean  two  or  three  trials  of  a  method 
about  which  little  is  yet  knowu,  but  I  mean  the  same  endeavors 
in  their  behalf  that  would  be  extended  to  an  orchitis  before  am- 
putation, or  an  iritis  before  removal  of  the  inflamed  organ.  For 
many  months  past,  I  have  made  a  special  study  of  the  cure  of 
such  cases,  both  in  my  clinic  at  the  Woman's  Hospital  and  in 
private  practice,  and  when  I  have  had  sufficient  time  allowed  m« 
to  make  a  thoroughly  complete  test  of  the  following  method,  I 
have  rarely  regretted  my  efforts,  nor  has  the  patient.  My  pro- 
cedure consists  in  placing  a  flat,  pliable  electnxle  over  the  in- 
flamed ovary  and  a  similar  one  beneath  the  lumbar  region  as  the 
It  lies  on  her  back.  They  are  then  connected  with  a  faradio 
y  and  a  current  as  strong  as  can  be  boriie  without  pain  is 
J  on  gradually,  the  seance  lasting  eight  minutes,  -\fter  ii 
-eatments,  it  will  be  found  that  a  ball -electrode  connected 
the  positive  pole  can  be  tolerated  against  the  ovary,  (the 
ive  being  on  the  abdonien),  and  a  current  of  tension  used 
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thrice  weekly.  I  apply  it  five  minutes  daily  for  a  week  previous* 
to  the  expected  flow,  and  have  rarely  been  disappointed  in  its 
prompt  and  painless  appearance  and  eventual  care  of  the  case. 
During  the  course  of  treatment,  complete  rest  and  freedom  from 
pressure  are  to  be  desired,  and  coitus  is  to  be  prohibited.  I  have 
also  endeavored  to  use  external  applications  of  Churchiirs  iodine, 
but  was  obliged  to  discontinue  it,  as  it  rendered  the  skin  intol- 
erant of  the  negative  pole,  thereby  impairing  the  value  of  the 
treatment. 

Of  course,  vaginal  stenosis  and  occlusion,  as  well  as  imper- 
forate hymen,  are  to  be  treated  surgically,  for  other  treatment  of 
those  conditions  is  useless. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  state  that  I  make  no  claim  of  having 
found  electricity  a  panacea  for  all  conditions  herein  described; 
but  I  do  claim  results  by  its  use  which  I  have  been  unable  to  at- 
tain by  any  other  means;  and  its  safety  and  ease  of  application, 
as  well  as  its  lack  of  terror  to  the  patients  themselves  in  compar- 
ison to  operation  for  the  relief  of  their  sufPerings,  cannot  fail  to 
commend  itself  for  a  fair  trial  to  those  who  seek  the  advance- 
ment of  conservative  gynecology. — E.  L.  McG-innis,  M.D.,  in 
New  York  Journal  of  Gynecology  and  Obstetrics. 


550ME  Cases  op  Nasal  Surgery. —  Mrs.  F.  has  for  some 
time  had  an  intense  frontal  neuralgia.  All  treatment  usually 
pursued  in  such  cases  has  failed.  I  found  superior  turbinated 
tissue  much  inflamed  and  hypertrophied  and  engorged.  I  ap- 
plied the  galvano-cautery  to  this  tissue,  puncturing  it  many 
times.  In  a  few  days  all  inflammation  subisded,  and  the  patient 
has  had  no  trouble.  This  is  only  one  case  of  many  similar. 
This  swollen  tissue  simply  plugged  and  stopped  all  communica- 
tion between  the  frontal  sinuses  and  the  nose,  preventing  the 
natural  secretions  from  escaping.  These  secretions  undergo  de- 
composition, generating  gas,  which  by  pressure  causes  pain.  Of 
course  other  than  surgical  treatment  is  indicated  afterward. 

In  a  majority  of  cases  of  abscess  of  the  accessory  sinuses,  espec- 
ially is  abscess  of  the  antrum,  the  primary  cause  is  in  the  nose  in 
the  form  of  polypi,  nasal  hypertrophies,  and  engorgment  of  tur- 
binated tissue,  which  prevent  the  escape  of  the  natural  secretions 
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of  the  part,  or  cause  an  extension  of  the  nasal  inflammation  into 
these  cavities,  resulting  finally  in  formation  of  pus.  Theanterior 
molars  are  usually  considered  the  cause;  it  is  true  in  many  cases 
antral  abscess  the  roots  of  an  anterior  molar  may  be  necrosed,  but 
in  many  cases  it  is  the  effect  and  not  the  cause  of  the  antral  ab- 
scess; whether  cause  or  effect,  if  such  nasal  complications  as  men- 
tioned exists,  the  antral  abscess  will  not  be  relieved  untill  such 
complication  is  removed.  A  new  operation  has  been  lately  de- 
vised for  the  drainage  of  antral  abscesses:  an  opening  is  made 
from  the  inferior  nasal  meatus  into  the  antrum.  The  slower  and 
older  operation,  in  my  estimation,  must  be  the  better. 

Surgery  of  the  nose  of  course  gives  much  benefit  in  cases  of 
mouth -breathing.  The  nose  is  for  smelling,  and  to  filter,  heat, 
and  render  moist  the  air  we  breathe.  It  is  said,  no  matter  how- 
cold  the  external  air,  that  if  it  passes  through  the  nose  it  is 
heated  to  near  body  heat,  and  that  the  nose  when  in  a  normal 
condition  furnishes  from  twelve  to  sixteen  ounces  of  fluid  to  give 
the  inhaled  atmosphere  its  proper  humidity.  Surgery  of  the  naso- 
pharynx is  of  much  importance  in  the  cases  last  mentioned.  A 
mouth-breather,  even  with  his  mouth  closed,  can  be  recognised 
any  where.  The  facial  expression  makes  the  diagnosis.  The 
growth  of  many  children ,  is  stunted,  and  the  child  made  quite 
stupid  because  of  nasal  or  naso-pharyngeai  obstruction. 

Asthma,  and  that  form  known  as  **  hay  asthma,"  is  frequently 
relieved  by  treatment  of  the  nose.  I  dare  not  say  how  many 
cases  of  asthma  I  have  relieved  by  nasal  surgery.  The  so-called 
asthma  centers  are  located  in  the  posterior  two-thirds  of  the  nose 
and  in  the  pharynx  and  upper  part  of  the  larnyx.  I  have  seen 
many  cases  of  asthma,  which  had  existed  for  years,  relieved  in  a 
few  moments  by  the  removal  of  a  nasal  polyp  or  turbinated  hy- 
pertrophies, or  by  the  application  of  some  of  the  acid  caustics  or 
the  galvano-cautery  to  the  asthma  center  of  the  nose.  There  are 
sometimes  relapses,  with  the  return  of  the  original  cause;  the 
operation  is  repeated,  and  relief  again  given.  Some  cases  of  re- 
flex asthma  can  be  differentiated  by  the  use  of  local  anesthetics 
or  some  irritants,  the  former  relieving  the  attack,  and  the  latter 
bringing  on  the  attack,  or,  if  there  is  one,  making  it  more  severe. 
Spurs  of  the  bone  from  the  septum  infringing  upon  the  turbinates, 
or  a  deviated  septum  may  produce  asthma.     If  cocaine  is  used 
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in  these  cases,  it  is  better  to  use  it  from  behind  forward,  as  thus 
it  better  reaches  the  sensative  areas.  Self-use  of  this  medicine, 
or  even  a  knowledge  of  its  effects  or  name  should  not  be  permit- 
ted the  patients.  The  primary  action  of  coacaine  used  in  the 
nose  i.s  the  nose  is  the  same  as  used  in  any  other  part  of  the  body; 
the  effect  is  very  seductive*  To  prevent  the  patient  knowing 
what  he  is  using,  and  to  prevent  its  excessive  use,  I  write  for 
bejiz,  meth.  ecgonin  muriate,  or  alkaloid,  and  write  on  the  pre- 
scription a  request  that  it  be  not  refilled. 

It  will  be  seen  that  surgery  of  the  nose  is  of  much  impor- 
tance; but,  as  in  surgery  of  other  parts  of  the  body,  I  believe 
the  pendulum  has  swung  too  far,  and  that  much  of  it  being  done 
now,  even  by  good  men,  will  in  the  end  result  in  much  harm; 
but  in  the  hands  of  the  conservative  men  it  results  in  much  per- 
manent good,  and  its  effect  is  wonderful  in  many  cSses  of  head- 
ache, facial  neuralgia,  abscesses  of  the  accessory  nasal  sinuses, 
asthma,  and  in  many  other  reflex  troubles,  especially  obstinate 
coughs. — Prof,  W,  Cheatham y  M.  D.,  of  University  of  Louisville, 
in  Ameriean  Practitioner  and  News. 


On  the  Use  of  the  Newer  Antipyretics  in  Influenza. — 
Little  pi  ogress  seems  to  have  been  made,  says  the  University  Med. 
Magaziney  in  the  treatment  of  this  malady.  This  is  what  would 
be  expected,  however,  owing  to  the  obscure  nature  of  the  aetiology 
and  pathology  of  the  disease.  Although  there  is  every  indica- 
tion that  the  affection  is  caused  by  a  specific  micro-organism, 
the  particular  one  remains  to  be  demonstrated. 

As  the  manifestations  of  the  epidemic  influenza  are  not  the 
same  in  different  epidemics,  or,  in  fact,  in  the  same  epidemic, .and 
as  at  present  we  do  not  know  of  any  specific,  a  large  field  for  ex- 
perimental therapeutics  has  been  offered  by  the  more  or  less  con- 
stant prevalence  of  the  disease  during  the  past  two  years.  This 
has  not  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  any  new  remedies,  but  we 
have  learned  what  not  to  use. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  chemical  laboratory  has  furnished 
us  with  many  new  drugs,  an  important  scries  of  which  possess  re- 
markable antipyretic  properties,  and,  as  ascertained  later,  some 
of  them  are  analgesics  as  well.     These  qualities  seemed  to  indi- 
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cate  particularly  their  use  to  combat  the  fever,  as  well  aa  local. or 
general  paiaaBo  frequently  complained  uf  in  the  pre»eut  epidemic. 

Disappointment,  however,  often  followed  this  method  of  treat- 
ment, and  some  of  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  early  part  of 
the  epidemic  are  charged  to  the  use  of  these  drugs  Evidence 
has  been  accumulating  that  these  new  antipyretic  drugs  are  capa- 
ble of  acting  as  cardiac  depressants.  This  is,  perhaps,  particu- 
larly the  case  when  the  heart  is  already  weakened  from  other 
causes.  Bearing  in  mind  the  profound  prostration  in  many  cases 
of  influeoza,  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  drugs  in  question  are 
dangerous  weapons. 

It  seems  that  any  one  of  the  various  systems  of  the  body — the 
respratory,  the  nervous,  the  vascular,  or  the  digestive — may  be 
particularly  affected  by  the  disease  under  consideration.  This 
may  be  explained  by  the  theory  of  a  loeii^  minorU  resietentifE. 
When  the  violence  of  the  disease  falls  upon  the  circulatory  sys- 
tem, it  is  very  important  to  avoid  all  cardiac  depressants.  This 
becomes  of  even  greater  significance  if  the  heart  or  vessels  be 
already  diseased.  The  same  caution  should  be  observed  in  the 
case  of  children  and  the  a^ged,  among  whom  the  disease  numbers 
the  majority  of  its  victims. 

It  is  to  be  recommended,  therefore,  that  iu  this  disease  the 
new  chemical  antipyretics  be  used  very  cautiously,  or  not  at  all. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  during  the  prevalence  of  influenza 
all  diseases  are  apt  to  have  an  increased  mortality,  so  that  the 
same  caution  is  to  be  borne  in  mind.  It  is,  perhaps,  superfluous 
to  remark  that  the  same  argument  holds  good  in  the  cases  of  the 
other  cardiac  depressants. — JV.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 


Pleuritis — Dr.  Fielder  (Miimb.  med.  Wocken^clir.,  No.  47, 
1891)  regards  acute  pleuritis  in  certain  forms  as  identical  with 
am. to  i-heumatism,  and  gives  with  success  in  such  cases  salicylic 
He  is  convinced  that  when  administered  early  it  will  abort 
ease  and  prevent  the  formation  of  exudates.  He  gives  one 
e  (fifteen  grains)  every  two  hours,  or  six  grammes  (one 
lalf  drachms)  per  day.  If  a  moderate  exudate  is  already 
;,  then  the  drug  will  have  no  infiueuce.  He  recommends 
in  genuine  pericarditis. — Cin.  Lancet-Clinic. 
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Some  Practical  Points  in  Therapeutics. — In  a  brief  pa- 
per— '*8ome  Practical  Points  in  Therapeutics" — read  before  the 
Louisville  Medico-Cliirurgical  Society  {Practitioner  and  News), 
Dr.  John  A.  Larrabee  says: 

The  popular  error  in  the  profession  in  regard  to  digitalis  is 
that  it  is  regarded  as  a  cardiac  stimulant.  The  fact  that  it  does  n')t 
act  upon  the  heart,  except  in  so  far  as  it  affects  the  vaso-niotor 
.system,  causing  contraction  even  ot  the  ulterior  arterioles,  there- 
by lessening  their  caliber, .does  not  seem  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
The  heart  is  strengthened  by  this  arterial  recoil,  just  as  the  nar- 
rowing of  the  nozzle  of  a  hose  strengthens  the  stream  from  the 
hydrant.  If,  therefore,  the  heart-muscle  be  weakened  by  disease, 
for  example,  in  typhoid  fever,  from  attenuation  and  hyper- 
pyrexia, the  sudden  increase  of  pressure  will  at  once  arrest  its 
action.  In  other  words,  if  the  hydrant  be  rotten,  compression 
of  the  hose  will  break  it.  As  the  heart  is  nourished  by  this 
arterial  recoil  during  its  period  of  diastole,  and  as  compensatory 
hypertrophy  is  the  only  possible  way  of  overcoming  the  organic 
defects  of  valvular  patulency,  it  follows  that  digitalis  is  the  only 
therapeutic  agent  for  such  lesions  in  the  left  side  of  the  heart. 
A  careful  study  of  the  physiological  action  of  the  heart,  and  an 
equally  careful  study  of  the  action  of  digitalis,  will,  it  .seems  to 
nie,  convince  any  one  of  the  danger  of  its  use  in  typhoid  fever 
or  diphtheria.  Strophanthus  is  a  safer  drug  than  digitalis,  and 
cactina  the  safest  of  the  three.  Each  of  these  drugs,  however, 
has  its  especial  province,  which  I  have  carefully  noted  at  the 
bedside.  For  example,  when  organic  mischief  is  to  be  over- 
come by  compensation,  digitalis  alone  should  be  thought  of. 
When  the  accentuation  of  the  pulse  is  imperfect,  without  or- 
ganic effect,  strophanthus,  sparteine,  and  caffeine  are  the  medi- 
cines. When  there  is  a  want  of  rhythmical  action,  debility  of 
the  ganglionic  centers,  strychnine,  the  cactus  grandiflora  is  the 
remedy.  It  is  a  donum  del  in  the  so-called  '* tobacco  heart." — 
Indianapolis  Medical  Journal, 

Treatment  of  Dandruff.  —  The  Ainerican  Soap  Journal 
commends  the  treatment  suggested  by  Dr.  Shuldhams,  which  is 
thus  given  in  the  Lancet: 

The  head  should  be  first  well  washed  with  hot  water  and  alco- 
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holic  £oap.  The  latter  is  made  from  two  ounces  of  pure  soft 
(potash)  soap,  one-half  ounce  of  alcohol,  and  ten  minims  of  oil 
of  lavender.  After  well  rubbing  it  in  the  hair,  wash  it  away 
with  plenty  of  hot  water,  and  thoroughly  dry  with  a  warm,  soft 
cloth.  When  the  head  is  quite  dry,  use  a  glycerole  of  tannin 
(ten  to  thirty  grains  to  the  ounce),  and  rub  firmly  into  the  scalp. 
If  tannin  does  not  seem  to  aid,  resorcin  may  be  used.  This  to 
be  done  from  one  to  three  times  a  week.  The  following  dressing 
may  be  used:  Carbolic  acid  20  grains,  gil  of  cinnamon  (JO  grains, 
olive  oil  2  ounces.     Apply  daily. — Phar.  Record, 


Kat-tail  Sutures. — In  the  Medical  News  Dr.  E.  Oliver  Belt, 
of  Washington,  states  that  he  has  made  extensive  use  in  ophthal- 
mic operations  of  a  fine  fiber  derived  from  the  rat's  tail.  The 
tail  is  skinned  and  soaked  in  water  for  several  days,  w'hen,  on 
slight  manipulation,  it  splits  into  perhaps  a  hundred  fibers,  each 
about  eight  inches  long.  They  are  placed  in  alcohol,  and  about 
once  a  month,  for  two  or  three  davs  at  a  time,  they  are  soaked 
in  r  to  5000  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate.  Dr.  Belt  recom- 
mends these  fibers  in  cases  where  a  strong  and  fine  animal  su- 
ture is  required.  He  says  they  are  much  finer  than  those  pre- 
pared from  the  opossum's  tail,  which  he  had  seen  used  by  Dr. 
Chisholm,  of  Baltimore. — Xeiv  York  Medical  Journal. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 
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COSBERATIVE   SvRGERY     APPI.IED   TO   THE    OvARY. HMoTT/ 

of  Case. — Mrs.  P.,  a  iiulliparu,  married  three  years,  but  never 
prcguant,  came  on  from  Cincinnati  to  consult  me  about  October 
lat  of  the  preseut  year,  on  Hccouut  of  sterility,  painful  and  ir- 
regular menfttruation,  pelvic  neuralgia  extending  down  the  thighs, 
depreHsion  of  spirits,  persistent  leueorrhoja,  and  impaired  nutri- 
tion, which  demonstrated  itself  by  emaciation,  or  rather  by  the 
niisence  of  nil  tendency  to  adipose  deposits. 

Upon  physical  examination  the  uterus  was  found  decidedly 
auteflexed,  and  the  cervical  mucous  membrane  granular  from 
prolonged  contact  with  ichorous  leucorrhfeal  discharge.  The 
left  ovary  was  found  to  be  as  large  as  a  small  hen's  egg,  pro- 
lapsed and  tender;  and  the  right  ovary  as  large  as  a  small  orange, 
or  u  large  goose  egg,  prolapsed  low  down  in  the  pelvis  a  little 
bch>w  the  hrini,  and  firmly  fixed  by  adhesions. 


Fio,  1.— Left Oiao-.  with  Superfleinl  fjBts  in  Stroma.  lioJ  l^nte  1!l.Kiii-mii»?  in  CenUr. 

The  patient  entered  my  hospital  about  October  15th,  and  lapa- 
rotomy was  ])erformed  at  10  a.m.  on  October  28th. 

Deseriptimi  of  I>ueaied  Parts. — Ujwn  opening  the  abdomen, 
the  left  ovary  was  found  to  be  unattached  by  adhesions.  It  was 
as  large  as  a  small  hen's  egg,  had  a  number  of  little  peripheral 
cysts  over  its  surface,  and  upon  palpation  presented  unmistak- 
able evidences  of  containing  fluid  of  dense  character.  This 
ovary,  with  its  corresponding  Fallopian  tube,  wa.s  removed  in 
the  ordinary  way,  and  upon  being  bisected  presented  the  appear- 
ance depicted  in  Fig.  1.  The  superficial  cysts  were,  apparently, 
due  to  dropsies  of  the  Nabothian  follicles.     The  center  of  the 
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oviirj"  wa«  ftCL'iipied  ity  a  maBs  of  hlack,  p;ninitnis  Mood,  about 
u*  soHil  an  that  which  iiBiially  makes  up  the  bloody  material  of  a 
pelvic  hematocele.  This  wnii  tlic  result  cither  of  an  ovarian 
aj>oplcxy  or  of  a  small  blood  cvft.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  o]>iii- 
ion  that  it  had  the  former  origin. 

The  right  ovary  with  a  thick-walled  ryst,  which  exi!'t«d  l>o- 
twefii  itSelf  and  its  lignment  below  and  the  Fnlioiiiuii  tiilie  above, 
wan  firmly  fixed  by  adhe»>ions  in  the  pelvis,  and  had  to  i)e  enu- 
cleated or  "MJielled  ont"  by  tearing  attachments  with  the  finger. 
Lifted  into  the  abdominal  oj>eiiing,  the  conditiiin  of  the  parts 
was  foiin<l  to  he  that  shown  in  Fig.  2. 

The- tumor  depicted  was  one  developed  in  the  right  hrond  liga- 
ment, and  waa  firmly  attached  to  the  Fallojdan  tube  iilMive  and 
the  snrfaee  of  the  ovarv  Iwloiv. 


0]}eralion. — The  patient  was  extremely  desirous  of  becoming 
a  mother,  and  I  was  very  averse  to  following  the  usual  practice 
of  ligating  the  parts  below  the  ovary  and  removing  this  organ, 
together  with  the  cyst  and  Fallopian  tube.  Instead,  therefore, 
of  doing  this,  I  split  the  broad  ligament  with  a  bistoury  guided 
by  a  grooved  director,  and  at  the  expenditure  of  considerable 
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time  shelled  out  the  cyst  entirely  and  without  evacuating  its 
contents.  Then  I  applied  a  half-dozen  ligatures  of  Chinese  silk 
to  the  bleeding  vessels,  and  with  fine  cat -gut  closed  the  opening 
in  the  broad  ligament  carefully  and  completely. 

Two  cysts  as  large  as  cherry-stones  were  found  in  "the  ovary. 
These  were  opened  and  their  cavities  lightly  cauterized  with  Pac- 
(jueliu*s  thermo-cautery  brought  to  a  white  heat.  Then  the  Fal- 
lopian tube,  which,  in  consequence  of  these  manipulations,  had 
been  broken  completely  away  from  the  ovary,  was  attached  to 
that  organ  by  a  strong  cat-gut  suture,  the  parts  were  returned  to 
their  normal  places,  and  the  abdominal  wound  was  closed  by 
silkworm-gut. 

The  patient,  as  soon  as  ether  narcosis  had  passed  off,  was  made 
happy  and  hopeful  by  the  announcement  that  the  prospects  of 
maternity  had  not  been  destroyed  by  the* operation,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  had  been  much  increased.  Upon  receiving  this  intel- 
ligence, she  said,  very  promptly  and  decidedly:  "Thank  you  for 
telling  me  this  at  once;  now  I  shall  surely  get  well,  for  I  desire 
verv^  much  to  live,  and  am  determined  to  recover.  Had  vou 
confirmed  my  fears  a«  to  the  result  of  the  operation  upon  the  pros- 
pects of  having  children,  I  should  have  been  indifferent  as  to 
the  end." 

The  steps  of  the  operation,  simple  as  they  were,  were  very 
tedious,  and  over  an  hour  was  expended  in  their  performance. 
Mrs.  P.  made  a  rapid  and  easy  recovery,  and  at  the  next  regular 
menstrual  epoch  menstruated  normally  and  painlessly,  as  I  very 
confidently  expected  that  she  would  do. 

Although  this  case  presents  no  features  of  great  interest  or 
moment,  I  report  it  as  a  contribution  to  the  daily  growing  sub- 
ject— the  conservative  surgery  of  the  ovary.  Certain  I  am  that 
ten,  or  even  five,  years  ago  in  my  hands  the  ovary,  which  in  this 
case  has  been  saved,  would  have  been  destroyed;  one  more  sterile 
female  would  have  been  added  to  the  number  daily  created  by 
the  gynecologist;  and  one  more  disappointed  and  sorrowing  wom- 
an made  to  swell  the  already  long  list  of  those  w^ho  bemoan  a 
childless  existence. — Proj,  T,  GaiUard  Thomax,  M.I).,  in  New 
York  Medical  Record,  December  19,  1891. 
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Therapei'tic  Briefs. — For  vegetations  on  the  genitals  Dr. 
Uriola  (^National  DruggUt)  recommends  the  following:  ^ 

R.     Acid,  salicylic p.  j 

Acid,  acetic p.  xv,     M. 

Si(i. — Apply  with  camel 's-hair  brush;  the  growth  will  quickly  disappear. 


\ 


For  sciatica  Dr.  Starr  (''Nervous  Diseases'")  suggests: 

U.     Tinct.  coichici 

■    Tinct.  cimicifuga; 

Tinct.  aconiti 

Tinct.  beiladonnap aa  luinn.  j.     M. 

8io. — One  dose. 

For  infantile  bronchistit*  a  writer  in  Dixie  Doctor  suggests  the 
following: 

K.     Vin.  ipecac luinn.  j 

Tinct.  oj»ii  cani])l) gtt.  ij 

Syrup,  scillae gtt.  v 

Aijuse  menth.  piperit ad  f 3J.  M. 

8i(i. — This  dose  every  two  hours. 

The  following  (lrei*sing  i)rotects  the  surface  of  wounds  and  dis- 
j)enses  with  the  use  of  bandages  after  operations.     {Gaz,  Hehd. 
(lea  Sci,  Med,  in  Satellite.)     It  is  especially  of  service  for  dress-    , 
ing  wounds  on  the  face: 

U  .     Zinci  oxidi gr.  ivss 

Zinci  chLoridi gr.  xxijss 

(ielatin 3v 

Aquie f  3  vijss.       M. 

For  \s()nie  forms  of  sorethroat  the  ft>llowing  is  an  excellent 
[)rescription : 

U  .     Zinci  suiph gr.  v 

Potassi  chlcjral 3  ij 

Tinct.  nivrrha? minn.  xxx 

Tinct.  capsici f  3  j 

Aijua* f  5  V.  M. 

Si<;. — I'se  as  a  gargle. 

[The  above  "Therapeutic  Hriefs"  are  taken  from  our  excel- 
lent and  valued  cotemporary,  The  College  mid  Clinical  Record  for 
January,  1892.— JCi).  S.  P.] 
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Acne. — Fouruier  gives  the  following  as  a  treatment  for  acne. 
In  cases  of  a  moderate  degree  of  severity  the  following  is  applied 
at  night  and  permitted  to  remain  until  morning: 

R.     Hiilfuris  loti ^iij 

8pt8.  camphor ^j 

At|Uie  destillat. 5  viJHS.     M. 

In  rebellious  cases  applications  of  oil  of  cade,  of  tar,  or  of 
black  soap  should  be  made.  The  black  soap  is  applied  every 
night  like  an  ointment  for  five  consecutive  days  at  the  most. 
The  soap  is  permitted  to  remain  until  morning,  when  it  is  re- 
moved with  hot  water.  In  such  cases  a  dermatitis  is  produced, 
which  must  be  treated  with  emollients.  In  this  manner  the  irri- 
tating emollient  preparations  are  alternated  for  five  or  six  weeks. 
A  good  emollient  ointment  is  the  following: 

R.     Zinci  oxidi ^r.  xij 

Bismuthi  subnitrat aa  gr.  xij 

Ung.  aqofe  rosie ^j.        M. 


Sander  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 


Membership  in  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion is  obtained  only  by  election  at  the  annual  meeting.  *  *  Every 
pharmacist  and  druggist  of  good  moral  and  professional  standing, 
whether  in  business  on  his  own  account,  retired  from  business,  or 
employed  by  another,  and  those  teachers  of  pharmacy,  chemistry, 
and  botany  who  may  be  especially  interested  in  pharmacy  and 
materia  mediea,"  are  eligible  for  membership.  For  blank  appli- 
cation and  further  information,  address  Dr.  H.  M.  Whelpley, 
2729  Washington  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Membership. 


CoD-LiVER  Oil  and  Creasote  in  Consumption. — Dr.  Ju- 
lius Snmmerbrodt,  Professor  at  the  University  of  Breslau,  has 
4 
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recently  published  his  experience  in  the  use  of  creasote  in  con- 
sumption. He  states:  '< After  nine  years'  employment  of  creasote- 
in  thousands  of  consumptive  patients,  I  have  reached  the  con- 
clusion that  we  can  cure  with  creasote  sufferers  in  the  initial  stages 
of  lung  tuberculosis,  and  not  only  the  initial  stages,  but  also 
longer  seated  and  severer  forms  may  be  completely  and  permanently 
cured.  Creasote  is  for  countless  sufferers  an  excellent  remedy, 
thus  far  unequalled  by  any  other  for  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs. 
I  consider  the  most  desirable  form  for  administering  creasote  to 
be  the  capsule,  adding  a  readily-absorbable  fat,  as  cod-liver  oil."" 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  supply  soluble  elastic  capsules,  prepared 
from  the  finest  French  gelatin — cod-liver  oil  ten  minims,  creasote 
one  minim — which  offer  a  convenient  and  agreeable  mode  of  ad- 
ministering these  remedies,  and  will  mail  to  those  interested  a  re- 
print of  Professor  Sumraerbrodt's  report  of  his  experience  with 
these  remedies. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  iosoluble,  being  discbnrged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to- 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
qiruiine,  p    articularly  typhoid  fever. 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis- supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole= 
agents. 


HENRY  FRASER  CAMPBELL,  f 
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OBITUARY— DR.  HENRY  F.  CAMPBELL. 

**  Henry  Eraser  Campbell,  Augusta,  Ga.,  son  of  James  C.  and 
Mary  R.  (Eve)  Campbell,  the  former  of  Irish,  the  latter  of 
American  birth,  was  born  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  February  10,  1824. 
Having  received  an  academic  education,  supplemented  by  a  clas- 
sical course  under  a  private  tutor,  he  entered  the  Medical  College 
of  Georgia,  now  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Georgia,  and  was  gi*aduated  thence  M.D.  in  March,  1842.  In 
the  same  year  he  established  himself  in  Augusta,  where,  save 
during  the  late  war  and  during  the  winters  of  1866-67,  1867-68, 
he  has  since  remained.  He  has  made  specialties  of  surgery  and 
gynecology.  Of  his  notable  cases  may  be  mentioned  forty-four 
of  lithotomy,  forty -two  successful,  and  fifteen  of  gangrenous  in- 
flammation arrested  by  ligation  of  the  main  artery,  the  first  liga- 
tion June  5,  1862.  The  sliding-hook  forceps,  for  vesico-vaginal 
fistula,  and  the  pneumatic  repositor,  for  self-replacement  of  the 
uterus,  are  instruments  of  his  invention.  From  1842  to  1854 
he  was  demonstrator  and  assistant  demonstrator  of  anatomy;  from 
1854  to  1857  he  was  professor  of  comparative  and  microscopical 
anatomy;  from  1857  to  1866  he  was  prof essor  of  anatomy;  and 
from  1868  to  the  present  time  professor  of  operative  surgery  and 
gynecology  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Geor- 
gia. During  this  period  he  was  clinical  lecturer  in  Jackson -street 
Hospital,  the  City  Hospital,  and  Freedman's  Hospital,  of  Au- 
gusta. In  the  winter  of  1866-67  he  was  professor  opf  anatomy 
and  in  the  winter  of  1867-68  professor  of  surgery  in  the  New 
Orleans  School  of  Medicine,  and  clinical  lecturer  in  the  Charity 
Hospital;  and  in  the  winter  of  1868-69  was  professor  of  opera- 
tive surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia.  He  was  a  mem> 
ber  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Vice-President  in  1858; 
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of  the  Georgia  Medical  Association,  President  in  1871;  a  corre- 
spondent of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia, 
elected  in  1858;  a  corresponding  member  of  the  Imperial  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  of  St.   Petersburg,   Russia,   elected  in  May, 
1860;  a  fellow  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  American  Gvne- 
cological  Society  in  1876;  a  member  of  the  Georgia  State  Board 
of  Health,  elected  in  1875;  and  was  President  of  Augusta  Li- 
brary and  Medical  Society,  elected  in  1877.     The  following  may 
be  named  as  among  his  more  important  professional  publications: 
^Abortive  Treatment  of  Gonorrhoea  by  Nitrate  of  Silver,'  South- 
ern Medical  ajid  Surgical  Jmiriial,  January,   1845;    *  Abuse  of 
Diuretics,'  Ibid,,  same  date;   *  Observations  on   Cutaneous   Dis- 
eases,'  Ibid.,  August  and  October,    1845,  and   August,   1847; 
^Infantile  Paroxysmal  Convulsions:  Their  Identity  with  Inter- 
mittent Fever,  Their  Treatment  with  Quinine,'  Ibid,,  October, 
1849;    'Dentition   in   Producing  Disease   (Reflex  -  secretory  or 
'^ *  Vaso-motor  "  Action),'  Ibid.,  June,  1850;  *  Epidemic  Dengue 
Fever, 'etc.,  Ibid.,  January,  1851;  'Law  Governing  the  Distri- 
bution of  Striped  and  Unstriped  Muscular  Fibre,'  Ibid.,  March, 
1851,  and  Transactions  American  Medical  Association,  Vol.  IV.; 
'Injuries  to  the  Cranium  in  Their  Relations  to  ('onsciousness,' 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  1851;  *  Bilateral  Lith- 
otomy,'  Ibid.,   August,    1851;    *  Unusual  Form   of   Fever  and 
Dysentery,'  Ibid.,  1851;  *  Report  on  Surgery','  Transactions  of 
the  Medical  Association  of  Georgia,  1852;  *The  Nature  of  Ty- 
phoidal  Fevers,'  etc.;   Transactions  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,   May,   1853;    *The   Sympathetic  Nerve    in   Reflex 
Phenomena,  a  Question  of  Priority  of  Announcement  with  ^I. 
Claude  Bernard,'  etc..  Ibid.,  May,  18ft3;  *  Strangulated  Ventral 
Hernia  During  Pregnancy,'  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
not,  January  and  March,  1857;  *  Clinical  Lecture  on  Traumatic 
Tetanus,'  Ibid.,  February,  1857;  *The  Excito-secretory  System 
of  Nerves,'  etc.,  prize  essay,  Transactions  American  Medical  As- 
jsociation,  May,  1857;  *  Meckel's  Ganglion,'  etc..  Southern  Med- 
iced  and  Surgical  Journal,  February,   1858;    'Classification  of 
Febrile  Diseases  by  the  Nervous  System,*  Transactions  of  the 
American  ^edical  Association,  1857;  *The  Nervous  System  in 
Febrile  Diseases,  Excito-secretory  or  Reflex  * '  Vaso-motor  "  Ac- 
tion the  Basis  of  Their  Phenomena,'  Ibid.,  1858;  'The  Secretory 
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ftud  the  Excito-secretor}'  System,'  1  vol.,  8vo.,  pp.  136,  Lippin- 
eott,  Philadelphia,  1858;  'Caffeine  as  an  Antidote  to  Opium," 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Jtnimal,  May,   1860;   'A  New 
''Ready  Method,''  Artificial  Respiration  in  the  Sitting  Posture," 
Ihid>i  May,  1860;  'Croup,  a  Paroxysmal  Neurosis,  its  Treatment 
with  Quinine,*  Ibid,,  May,  1860;  'Caffeine  in  Opium  Coma  (sec- 
ond case).  Injection  by  the  Rectum,'  Ibid.^  August,  1860;  'The 
Effect  of  Caffeine  Upon  the  Muscular  System,'  Ihid.,  May,  1860; 
'The  Georgia  Military  Hospitals  of  Richmond,'  pamphlet,  Au- 
gusta, Ga.,  1861;  'Traumatic  Hemorrhage  and  the  Arteries,' 
etc.,  a  chapter  in  the  'Confederate  Manual  of  Military  Surgery,' 
1  vol.,  12mo.,  pp.  297,  Richmond,  1863,  (the  principle  of  ligat- 
ing  the  main  arterial  trunk  of  a  limb  for  the  cure  of  inflamma- 
tion and  for  gangrene  is  announced  in  this  chapter);  'The  Hun- 
terian  Ligation  of  Arteries  in  Destructive  Inflammation,'  Southern 
Journal  of  the  3fedieal  Sciences,  New  Orleans,  August,   1866, 
'Coijper's  Surgical  Dictionary,'  London,  1872,  (article,  'Inflam- 
mation');  'Position,  Pneumatic  Pressure,  and  Mechanical  Ap- 
pliance in    Uterine  Displacements,'  etc.,    pamphlet,    Augusta,. 
1875;  'Registration   and   Sanitation,'   etc.,  first   report  of   the 
Board  of  Health  of  Georgia,  1875;  'Blood-letting  in  Puerperal 
Eclampsia,'   American   Journal  of    Obstetrics  and   Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children,  August,  1876;  'Railroad  Transportation 
of  Disease-germs,'  etc.,  (Yellow  and  Dengue  Fever  in  the  South 
in   1839,  1850,   1854,  and  1876),  Annual  Report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  Georgia,   1876;    'Pneumatic  Self  -  replace- 
ment in  Dislocations  of  the  Gravid  and  Non-gravid  Uterus,'  the 
American  Gynecological   Transactions,   1876;    'Calculi    in    the 
Bladder  After  the  Cure  of  Vesico- vaginal  Fistula,'  Ibid,,  1876; 
'The  Neuro-dynamic  Etiology  and  Pathology  of  Urinary  Cal- 
culus,' and  'Arterial  Ligati(m  in  the  Treatment  of  Traumatic 
Inflammation  and  Gangrene,'  read  before  the  Surgical  Section  of 
the  International  Medical  C'ongress  in  1876.     In  this  list  should 
be  included  his  discussion  with  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  of  London, 
touching  '  Priority  of  Announcement  in  Reflex  Secretion  and  the 
Excito-secretory  System  of  Nerves,'  a  digest  and  review  of  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  1857, 
in  the  Ijonaon  Lancet,  May  2,  1857,  in  the  ATtierican  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,  volumes  for  1857  and  1858,  and  in  the  Nash- 
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ville  Journal  of  Medicine  and, Surgery ,  Vol.  XIV.,  p.  146,  aud 
Vol.  XV.,  p.  70,  1858.  Dr.  Marshall  Hall's  adjudication  can- 
didly awarded  the  claim  of  priority  to  Dr.  Campbell,  as  will  be 
found  in  the  London  Lancet,  May  2,  1857.  From  1857  to  1861, 
in  conjunction  with  his  brother.  Dr.  Robert  Campbell,  he  wa!« 
editor  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  publi8he<l 
at  Augusta,  Ga.  In  1861  he  was  commissioned  a  surgeon  in  the 
Confederates  States  Army;  was  assigned  as  medical  director  of 
the  Georgia  Military  Hospital  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and' in  thi$< 
capacity — being  at  the  same  time  a  member  of  the  Army  Board 
of  Medical  Examiners — served  until  the  end  of  the  war.  He 
married  June  17,  1844,  Sarah  Bosworth,  daughter  of  Amorv 
Sibley,  Esq.,  of  Augusta." 

Yes,  the  **Duke  of  Georgia,"  as  I  had  been  accustomed  to 
familiarly  call  him,  is  dead.  His  death  leaves  a  gap  in  the 
prominent  medical  men  of  the  past.  With  his  congeners,  Sam 
Gross,  Austin  Flint  the  elder,  grand  old  Bill  Brodie,  of  De- 
troit, he  has  passed  away.  The  only  ones  left  of  that  lot  that  I 
know  are  Lewis  A.  Say  re,  of  New  York,  and  N.  S.  Davi.«, 
of  Chicago,  the  father  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
These  grand  old  men  are  passing  away.  They  have  served  the 
Lord  for  three  score  years  and  ten,  and  on  borrowed  capital  have 
been,  or  will  be,  enabled  to  pass  away,  leaving,  indeed,  a  gaj) 
behind  them. 

The  extract  given  above  is  a  correct  one,  taken  from  Bill  At- 
kinson's ** Biographical  Dictionary  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons." 

Did  I  know  Henry  Campbell,  of  Georgia?  Yes,  indeed.  I 
knew  him  well.     As  a  man  he  was  all  that  man  could  require. 

But  let  me  give  place  to  words  from  a  student  of  his.  Dan 
Howell,  of  Atlanta,  in  the  Southern  Medical  Record,  has  the  fol- 
lowing: 

** Surgery  had  no  more  devoted  son,  and  bestowed  upon  him 
ail  her  choicest  laurels.  He  won  honors  in  all  the  highest  courts 
of  earth  where  our  noble  and  exalted  profession  had  attained  to 
highest  renown. 

**Yes,  his  honors  were  world  wide;  and  his  fame  must  live 
brightly  forever  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  all  those  who  wor- 
ship at  the  shrine  of  our  exalted  profession.  But  a  brighter  and 
oveli  er  page  never  illuminated  the  charming  book  of  his  loilg 
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iind  illustrious  life.  It  glowed  with  the  suushiue  of  a  noble  and 
tender  disposition,  a  warm  and  genial  heart,  which  reached  out 
-and  included  all  his  fellow -men,  and  especially  all  those  who 
•came  within  the  range  of  his  grand  life-work.  His  disposition 
was  genial  and  bright,  his  friendship  warm  and  tender,  and  his 
heart  was  gold  with  sweet  tenderness,  like  that  of  a  woman's. 
While  the  whole  profession  will  mourn  him,  none  will  do  so  with 
more  heartfelt  grief  than  those  who  felt  the  tender  touch  of  his 
bracing  hand  while  young  and  inexperienced  in  the  profession, 
as  did  the  writer.  There  97as  a  charm  and  grace  about  his  de- 
portment toward  students  and  younger  members  of  his  profession 
that  those  who  witnessed  it  can  never  forget. 

"Yes,  he  was  an  honor  to  his  profession;  he  was  an  honor  to 
humanity  and  to  his  native  State.  He  was  an  humble,  trusting 
Christian,  and  a  royal  gentleman  at  all  times  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. 

*'I  love  to  recall  his  kindhess  to  me,  but  I  cannot  speak  of  it 
without  being  overcome  by  my  feelings  of  grateful  recogniticm; 
and  here  I  roll  down  the  curtain,  dropping  a  tear  to  his  memory, 
but  shall  love  to  recall  all  his  kindness  to  me  and  his  great  no- 
bility of  soul  through  all  the  years  that  God  may  allot  me  on 
this  earth. 

**AVe  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathies  to  his  noble  wife  and 
•daughter  in  their  sad  affliction." 

Dr.  Campbell  was  an  original  thinker.  He  studied  his  cases, 
And  out  of  their  many  multiform  phases  he  elicited  facts.  He 
was  a  man — an  honest  man,  God's  noblest  production.  He  was 
made  President  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  pre- 
sided at  New  Orleans  in  its  last  meeting  there.  His  work  will 
live  after  him. 


ENORMOUS  DEATH-RATE— INFLUENZA  GETTING  IN 

ITS  WORK. 

From  the  Associated  Press  dispatches  received  by  the  Nash- 
ville Daily  American  of  the  28th  ult.,  we  make  the  following 
extract: 

*  *  The  deaths  in  London  last  week  were  at  the  rate  ot  46  per 
1,000  per  year  of  the  inhabitants,  an  increase  of  six  over  the 


94  EDITORIAL. 

rate  of  the  preceding  year.  The  births  during  the  week  were 
2,623,  and  the  deaths  3,761.  The  births  were  258  below  those 
of  the  week  before.  The  deaths  during  the  past  week  were 
1,762  above  the  average  of  the  past  decade. 

'*At  Brighton  the  death-rate  was  60.9  per  1,000,  highest  of 
any  town  in  Great  Britain. 

**  Medical  Advisor  Sniee,  at  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  a  large 
life  insurance  company,  stated  that  the  epidemic  of  influenza 
had  cost  the  company  two  -  and  •  a  •  half  times  as  much  as  did  the 
cholera  epidemic  of  1842. 

'*Dr.  Smee  said  he  considered  that  persons  up  to  forty  year* 
of  age  were  iii  no  danger  of  death  from  attacks  from  influenza. 
Between  forty  and  sixty-five  years  the  chances  of  death  increased 
from  15  to  20  per  cent.  After  sixty -five  years,  unless  the 
disease  was  destroyed  immediately,  the  victims  would  be  left 
without  a  trace  of  constitution.  Every  country  of  Europe  had 
suft'ered,  he  added,  from  local  outbreaks  of  cerebro-spinal  men- 
ingitis, followed  by  influenza,  which  destroyed  90  per  cent,  of 
those  attacked. 

''Dr.  Smee  declared  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  disease  at 
any  time  should  not  throw  off  its  comparatively  benign  character 
and  appear  in  its  true  malignity,  which  would  create  terror 
throughout  the  world." 


PRO  BONO. 

lu  November  last  we  received  a  peculiar  conimuuicatiou,  of 
which  the  following,  dated  January  13,  1892,  and  bearing  the 
Nashville  post-mark  of  the  succeeding  day,  is  a  duplicate: 

''Dear  Sir: — Please  insert  the  inclosed  two-inch  advertisement  in  voor 
journal,  and  chaise  same  to  my  account.  Copy  of  your  journal  to  be  sent 
me  regularly  during  continuance  of  the  advertisement. 

"  Very  respectfully,  ." 

J  Doubtless  many  of  our  journalistic  confrereti  received  a  simi- 
lar communication.  At  any  rate,  some  of  them  wrote  to  the 
editor  of  this  journal,  others  wrote  to  other  acquaintances  in 
this  city,  for  some  information  in  regard  to  this  would-be  adver- 
tiser. Another  unfortunate  few,  taking  it  for  granted  that  this 
"private  lying-in  hospital"  was  an  establisment  of  merit  in  the 
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capital  city  of  Tennessee,  did  not  make  inquiry,  but  accepted 
the  order.  To  those  of  our  confreres  who  were  prudent  enough 
to  make  inquiry,  we  wrote  somewhat  positively,  stating  that  the 
individual  who  proposed  to  become  a  patron  of  regular  medical 
journals  was  one  of  the  most  arrant  qiiacks  that  ever  infested 
this  locality — legalized,  however,  by  our  so-called  law  to  "pro- 
tect medicine."  Bah  !  It  was,  and  is,  one  of  the  greatest  farces 
of  the  age.  This  man  by  law  is  placed  upon  a  level  with  our 
Eves,  our  Briggs,  the  Menees,  Maddins,  and  every  honorable 
member  of  the  profession  in  this  city  and  State. 

The  words  in  his  advertiaiment,  **No  publicity;  the  best  of 
care  and  attention  given  mother  and  child,"  are  in  propina  per- 
some  quite  enough  to  characterize  this  ** lying-in  hospital"  as 
onlv  a  most  damnable  den  of  abortion. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  inform  our  journalistic  confreres 
that  this  individual  has  bilked  and  **  dead -heated"  the  local 
daily  journals  of  this  city,  until  his  handsome  phiz  no  longer 
disgraces  their  columns,  and  he  is  now  trying  to  play  the  same 
game  on  the  reputable  medical  journals  of  the  country. 


DBS.  HOLMES  AND  DAVIS. 

In  our  advertising  pages  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  W.  E.  B. 
Davis,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  become  associated  with  Dr.  J. 
B.  8.  Holmes  in  the  excellent  Sanitarium  for  Diseases  of 
Women  recently  established  at  Rome,  Ga.  Dr.  Holmes  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  connection  with  a  gentlemen  so  competent 
and  80  capable  in  the  management  of  hLs  magnificent  establish- 
ment. 

From  the  Al<ibaimL  Medical  and  Surgical  Age  for  January,  we 
nmke  the  following  extract,  as  showing  the  standing  of  Dr. 
Davis  in  his  former  home.  Of  Dr.  Holmes  it  is  needless  for  us 
to  speak,  he  l)eing  known  so  well  throughout  the  South  : 

**Dr.  Davis's  departure  from  Alabama  will  cause  universal 
regret;  for  he  has  many  warm  personal  friends  in  the  State,  and 
is  ver}'  popular  with  the  entire  professsion.  He  has  been  a  very 
liberal  contributor  to  medical  literature,  and  has  done  active  and 
valuable  work  in  a  num])er  of  medical  organizations.  He  did 
the  leading  abdominal  surgery  and  diseases  of  women  practice 
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in  this  State,  and  has  done  more  to  develop  abdominal  surgery  in 
Alabama  than  any  other  man  in  the  State. 

**He  and  his  brother  edited  the  first  medical  journal  in  the 
State,  which  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  monthlies  in  the 
country.  He  afterwards*  became  editor  of  the  gynecological  de- 
partment of  the  Alabama  Medical  and  Surgical  Age,  and  he  is 
still  a  collaborator  on  one  of  the  leading  journals  of  Missouri 
and  an  asssociate  editor  of  the  American  Oynecologieal  Journal. 
He  was  formerly  Secretary  of  the  Alabama  Surgical  and  Gyne- 
cological Association,  and  from  this  Association,  through  his 
labors,  was  developed  the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological 
Association,  which  is  one  of  the  leading  special  societies  of  Amer- 
ica, and  of  which  he  has  been  the  Secretary  since  its  organiza- 
tion, and,  as  Secretary,  the  editor  of  its  Transactions,  and  a 
Member  of  its  Executive  Council.  Two  years  ago  he  was 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Surgical  Section  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  at  the  Washington  meeting,  this  year,  he 
was  elected  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Association. 

**At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Tri*States  Medical  Society  of  Al- 
abama, Georgia  and  Tennessee  he  was  elected  President  of  the 
Association.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Association  of 
Obstetricans  and  Gynecologists,  and  a  member  of  the  Birming- 
ham Board  of  Medical  P^xaminers  and  Committee  of  Health, 
and  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  of  United  Charities,  the  diseases  of 
wolnen  department  of  which  he  has  labored  very  hard  to  build 
up.  He  is  enthusiastic  in  his  profession,  and  it  is  said  that  he  is 
more  frequently  called  in  consultation  in  the  diseases  of  women 
than  any  other  man  in  the  State. 

**  We  regret  to  lose  Dr.  Davis  from  Alabama,  and  can  cheer- 
fully commend  him  to  the  profession  of  Georgia  as  a  gentleman 
of  high  character,  and  one  who  is  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  a  sanitarium  for  the  diseases  of  women.'* 


Albermarle  Chemical  Co. — Dear  Sirs:  I  am  in  receipt 
of  an  ounce  of  Therapine,  for  which  please  accept  thanks.  I 
have  been  using  it  as  an  antipyretic  and  analgesic  with  extreme 
satisfaction  at  the  Woman's  Surgical  Hospital.  It  is  an  ideal 
remedy  for  the  relief  of  pain  following  abdomiiud  operations. 

Very  sincerely  yours,  Chah.  A.  L.  Keed,  M.D., 

Woman's  Surgical  Hospital, 
Secretary  Pan-American  Medical  Congress,        Cincinanti,  Ohio. 
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OUR  ADVERTISERS. 

« 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  many  readers  to  our  ad- 
vertising pages,  which  well  repay  a  careful  perusal.  We  have 
adopted  the  rule,  which  has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  of  admit- 
ting nothing  but  first-class,  reliable  articles,  which  we  can  cor- 
dially commend. 

Malted  Milk  is  not  only  one  of  the  best  infant's  food  that 
can  be  found  but  it  is  a  most  excellent  diet  in  typhoid  and  other 
low  fevers,  and  is  far  superior  to  raw  milk,  beef  tea,  beef  ex- 
tract and  such  articles  as  are  generally  used.  It  has  become  a 
household  article  with  the  leading  physicians  in  this  section,  and 
our  leading  druggists  keep  it  on  hand  in  all  size  packages  up  to 
five  pound  cans.  Many  of  the  latter  sizes  being  sold  here  every 
week. 

Camm's  Emulsion. — ^The  following  statement  from  Messrs.  E. 
A.  Craighill  &  Co. ,  we  can  thoroughly  endorse :  We  claim  superi- 
ority for  Camm's  Emulsion  in  the  fact  that  the  ingredients  of 
its  manufacture  are  purer  than  those  generally  used,  and  partic- 
ularly that  we  avoid  the  use  of  alkalies,  the  hypophosphites 
being  the  only  alkaline  substance  that  it  contains.  The  so- 
called  emulsions  which  are  so  much  in  use  areouly  Liquid  Soaps, 
made  by  the  addition  of  a  strong  alkali  (generally  sal-soda)  t© 
the  oil,  by  which  a  smooth,  handsome  mixture  is  produced,  but 
which  has  no  therapeutic  property  whatever,  further  than  the 
soft  soap  made  in  the  ordinary  way.  In  Camm's  Emulsion  the 
oil  globule  is  left  intact,  but  all  the  ingredients  are  thorougly  in- 
corporated into  a  homogenous  mixture,  and  the  therapeutic  prop- 
erties are  not  sacrificed  to  pharmacy,  The  salts  are  thoroughly 
dmolved,  and  there  is  no  deposit  or  inert  sentiment  of  any  kind 
in  the  bottom  of  the  bottle. 

ViN  Mariana  is  a  ''diffusible  stimulant  and  tonic  in  ansemia, 
nervous  depression,  sequelae  of  child-birth,  lymphatism,  tardy 
convalescence,  general  'Malaise,'  and  after  wasting  fevers.  It  is 
the  only  tonic  stimulant  without  any  unpleasant  reaction,  and 
may  be  given  indefinitely,  never  causing  constipation." 

Hayden'      Viburnum   Compound   has   became   a  standard 


98  EDITORIAL. 

preparation  with  the  most  promineDt  physicians  in  this  section  in 
the  many  ailments  of  women;  and  the  Uric  Solvent  manufac- 
tured also  by  the  New  York  Pharmaceutical  Company,  of  Bed- 
ford Springs,  Maiss.,  has  proved  of  great  value  in  all  diseases  of 
the  kidneys  and  complaints  having  their  origin  in  an  excess  of 
uric  acid  in  the  system-  It  is  especially  valuable  in  incipient 
Bright's  disease,  diabetes,  cystitis,  hsematuria,  calculi,  rheuma- 
tism, neuralgia,  gout,  etc. 

,  Compound  Talcum  manufactured  by  Dr.  Julius  Fehr,  is  a 
Tlelight  to  all  mothers,  It  is  antiseptic,  antizymotic  and  disin- 
fectant, with  positive  hygienic,  prophylactic,  and  therapeutic 
properties.     It  is  truly  a  baby's  powder. 

Scott  &  Bowne  make  a  most  excellent  emulsion  of  cod- 
liver  oil.  Read  their  advertisement,  see  what  they  have  to  say. 
Not  much,  to  be  sure,  but  ** words  with  the  bark  on." 

The  Mellier  Drug  Company,  of  St.  Louis  Mo.,  present  a 
very  strong  testimonial  from  Dr.  R.  M.  Hutchins  in  regard  to 
their  Poxca  Compound.  Their  statement  in  regard  to  Tonga- 
line,  and  the  difference  between  synthetic  salicylic  acid  made 
from  coal  tar,  and  salicylic  acid  made  from  the  oil  of  winter- 
green    is  well  worth  reading.     It  contains  facts  of  importance. 

Messrs.  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  have  a  double  page  adver- 
tisement that  will  repay  careful  perusal.  Their  Special  prepara- 
tions have  long  been  recognized  as  standard  and  reliable.  Of 
their  Bromo-Soda  we  can  only  speak  in  the  highest  terms.  Their 
other  preparations  will  unquestionably  give  satisfaction. 

CoLi>EN*8  Liquid  Beef  Tonic  consists  of  the  Extract  of 
Beef  (prepared  by  Liebig's  process),  the  best  brandy  obtainable, 
soluble  citrate  of  iron,  with  cinchona  and  gentian,  and  is  not 
only  a  most  eligible  preparation,  but  a  true  tonic  and  one  that 
w'ill  {?ive  universal  satisfaction. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  the  great  manufacturing 
pharmacists,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  de- 
scriptive literature  regarding  their  invaluable  products.  The  name 
of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  to  thousands  of 
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practicing phjsicians  not  only  in  America,  but  elsewhere,  of  fresh, 
reliable  and  trustworthy  products  of  the  grandest  pharmaceuti- 
cal establishment  in  the  world — one  that  cannot  afford  to  send 
out  anything  but  the  best. 

Horspord's  Acid  Phosphate  is  a  preparation  that  has  been 
found  especially  serviceable  as  a  menstruum  for  the  ndniinistfa- 
tion  of  such  alkaloids  as  morphine,  quinine  and  other  organic 
bases  which  are  usually  exhibited  in  acid  combination.  The  ad- 
mixture with  pepsin  has  been  introduced  with  advantage  when 
indicated.  The  Acid  Phosphate  does  not  disarrange  the  stom-' 
ach,  but  on  the  contrary  promotes  in  a  marked  degree  the 
process  of  digestion.  Dr.  R.  8.  Miles,  Glencoe,  Minn.,  says: 
''I  use  it  in  a  great  many  cases  as  a  menstruum  for  quinine,  when 
acid  is  necessary."  Send  for  descriptive  circular  to  Rumford 
Chemical  Works,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Baker's  Emulsion  is  prepared  from  the  finest  Cod  Liver  Oil 
in  the  world,  and  can  be  prescribed  with  assurance  of  the  most 
satisfactory  results.  Palatable.  Bottles  contain  full  sixteen 
ounces.  Baker's  Cod  Liver  Oil  is  made  in  winter  in  the  Lofoten 
District  of  Norway  and  imported  in  sealed  cans.  Always  fresh 
and  sweet.  Address  Jno.  C.  Baker  &  Co.,  815  Filbert  St.,  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Carnrick's  Kumyss  Tablets  ai'e  a  product  of  pure,  sweet 
milk,  palatable,  nutritious,  easily  digested,  and  when  dissolved 
in  water  forms  a  delicious  effervescent  kumyss.  It  is  put  up  in 
air-tight  bottles,  in  two  sizes;  the  larger  holding  sufficient  tablets 
for  seven  twelve-ounce  bottles,  and  the  smaller  sufficient  for  three 
twelvA-ouBce  bottles  of  kumyss.  This  preparation  is  presented 
to  th6  medical  profession  in  the  convenient  form  of  tablets,  and 
wiH  be  found  superior  in  every  respect  to  ordinary  kumyds,  wine 
of  milk,  ferfiftented  milk,  or  any  similar  preparation. 

Hoff's  Malt  Extract,  Tarrant's,  manufactured  by  Leopold 
Hoff,  Hamburg,  is  **the  typical  food"  in  typhoid  fever. 
''Grape  sugar,  soluble  carbo-hydrates,  which  will  readily  pass 
through  the  wall  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  are  independent  of 
tile  action  of  the  digestive  ferments — these  are  the  foods  of  per- 
sons in  fever.     Herr  (Leopold)  Hoff,  with  his  Malt  Extract,  has 
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beeu  the  pioueer  in  this  matter  of  soluble  carbo-hydrates  for  del- 
icate children,  for  invalids^  and,  as  we  now  see,  for  persons 
acutely  sick,  and  especially  with  a  high  fever,  "is  the  endorsement 
given  it  by  J.  Milner  Fothergill,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.P., 
L.R.C,8.,of  Loudon. 

Nevrosine  has  obtained  endorsements  for  some  of  the  most 
practical  clinicieus  of  America.  It  is  a  most  excellent  neurotic, 
anodyne  and  hypnotic,  and  is  remarkably  efficacious  in  the  treat- 
ment of  nervous  afPections. 

Kaline  Compound  Pill  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Handly 
&  Co.  is  a  most  excellent  autiperiodic  and  febrifuge,  especially 
valuable  in  all  cases  where  there  is  an  idiosyncrasy  as  regards  the 
cinchona  alkaloids.  In  fact,  in  some  cases,  it  acts  far  better  than 
any  of  the  cinchona  products. 

Mr.  Theo.  Tafel  with  his  Southern  Jiiiurgical  Instrument 
Depot,  is  quite  an  acquisition  to  the  capital  city  of  Tennessee. 
With  a  full  line  of  any  thing  needed  by  the  surgeon,  with  a  ca- 
pability of  manufacturing  any  special  appliance,  instrument  or 
apparatus  ueetled  b}' the  surgeon,  with  readiness,  facility  and  dis- 
patch, he  is  indeed  an  ribquisition.  His  success  in  fitting  trusses 
is  remarkable  and  his  orthopedic  appliances  are  gems  of  art. 

DioviBURNiA  is  a  most  excellent  uterine  tonic,  antispasmodfc 
and  anodyne.  It  is  a  reliable  remedy  for  the  relief  of  dysmen- 
orrh(ea,  amenorrha^a,  menorrhngia,  leucorrha^a  and  subinvolu- 
ti<m.  It  cheeks  threatened  abortion  and  relieves  the  vomiting  of 
pregnancy. 

Wayne's  Diuretic  Elixir,  composed  of  buchu,  juniper, 
potas,  acetas,  etc.,  is  a  most  excellent  preparation,  and  will  be 
found  peculiarly  valuable  in  cases  of  acute  and  chronic  cystitis, 
urinary  deposits  and  sediments,  calculous  troubles,  and  in  chronic 
Bright *s  disease.  It  seems  to  more  satisfactorily  allay  irritation 
of  the  genito- urinary  organs  than  any  remedy  we  have  tried,  and 
will  prove  to  others,  as  it  has  to  us,  most  satisfactory  in  all  or- 
ganic and  functional  diseases  of  the  genito- urinary  system. 

Gelatin  Capsuleh. — H.  Planten  &  Sons,  224  William  Street, 
New  York,  have  attained  a  world-wide  fame  in  these  important 
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aids  to  the  administration  of  naueous  drugs,  and  medicines. 
Whenever  you  call  for  and  get  Planten's  Capsules  you  can  rely 
upon  having  the  best.  In  this  connexion  I  desire  to  state  that 
during  the  past  year  I  have  used,  with  the  most  satisfactory  re-, 
suits,  their  Horse  Capsules  No.  12,  as  a  means  of  introducing  both, 
medicines  and  food  into  the  rectum,  in  cases  where  the  human 
stomach  would  tolerate  nothing  else.  In  one  case  it  was  impor-. 
tant  that  my  patient  should  have  full  doses  of  quinine — two  No. 
12  capsules  were  charged  with  12^  grains  each,  and  after  oiling 
slightly,  one  was  introduced  into  the  rectum  at  6  p.  m.,  and  the 
other  five  hours  later.  The  result,  full  cinchonism  protracted 
through  ensuing  twenty-four  hours.  In  another  case,  a  female 
with  gastric  ulcer,  nutrition  was  maintained  for  more  than  two 
weeks  by  these  capsules  filled  with  Leibig's  Beef  Extract,  and 
other  solid  beef  extracts  of  nutritions  character,  introduced  into 
the  rectum  every  six  hours.  I  have  found  it  far  more  practicable 
and  satisfactory  than  nutritious  enemas. 

The  McIntosh  Manufacturing  Co.  make  the  best,  most 
portable  and  in  every  way  the  most  satisfactory  battery  for  phy- 
sicians' use,  containing  both  the  galvanic  and  faradic  currents. 
Their  "uterine  supporter"  is  suited  to  every  indication  of  uterine 
displacements,  combining  a  union  of  external  and  internal  sup- 
port, adapted  to  the  varying  positions  of  the  body,  and  is  self- 
adjusting.  We  have  had  in  the  weekly  use  in  our  office,  for  more 
than  six  years  past,  one  of  their  eighteen-cell  batteries.  It  is 
always  ready,  and  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction. 

The  Rio  Chemical  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  advertises  a  most  ex- 
cellent series  of  articles.  Their  "Celerina"  is  a  good  nerve  tonic 
and  antispasmodic;  ''Aletris  Cordial"  is  a  uterine  toaic;  "Acid 
Mannate,"  a  palative  and  painless  purgative;  and  Kennedy's  Ex- 
tract of  Pinus  Canadensis  needs  no  commendation  at  our  hands, 
it  is  recommended  by  some  of  the  most  reliable  physicians  of  the 
land.  By  special  courtsey  we  have  recently  received  samples  of 
all  their  special  preparations,  and  have  tried  them  with  the  most 
gratifying  results. 

The  Medical  and  Dental  Departments  of  the  Univer- 
sity OF  Tennessee  are  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  ever. 
The  largest  classes  ever  in  attendance  this  year.     With  one  of 
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the  moBt  Buitable  buildings  for  medical  teachiDg,  improved  clini- 
cal advantages,  and  a  corps  of  active,  earnest,  hard-Working 
teachers,  success  is  natural.  This  session  they  have  the  clinical 
advantages  of  the  City  Hospital,  now  under  their  exclusive  con- 
trol, !•  which  they  have  added  a  most  excellent  clinical  amphithe- 
atre for  the  use  of  the  classes. 

The  Iodia  and  Brohidia  of  Messrs.  Battle  &  Co.,  402  Main 
Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  are  well  worthy  of  a  trial.  Iodia  is  com- 
posed of  the  active  principles  obtained  from  alterative  roots  in 
the  green  state,  together  with  iodide  of  potash,  5  grains,  and 
phosphate  of  iron,  3  grains,  to  each  fluid  drachm. "J* Bromidia  is 
one  of  the  best  hypnotics  we  have  ever  tried.  Papine  is  also  a 
most  excellent  preparation. 

Fbllowb'  Hypo-Phos-Phites  (Syr.  Hopophos:  Comp:  Fel- 
lows:) contains  the  essential  elements  to  the  animal  organization — 
potash  and  lime;  the  oxydizing agents — iron  and  manganese;  the 
tonics — quinine  and  strychnine;  and  the  vitalizing  constituents — 
phosphorus,  combined  in  the  form  of  syrup,  with  slight  alkaline 
reaction. 

Mebbrb.  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster,  Makers  of  original  and 
reliable  preparations  of  digestive  ferments  and  other  valuable 
therapeutic  remedies,  have  an  important  notice  in  this  number. 
Complete  lists  and  descriptions  will  be  sent  to  any  one  applying 
to  them  at  82  and  84  Fulton  Street,  New  York. 

Dok't  Forget  that  One  DoHar,  sent  by  mail,  in  currency, 
U.  8.  postal  order,  postal  note,  or  one  or  two  cent  stamps  will 

secure  twelve  consecutive  monthly  issues  of  The  Practitioner 

each  containing  forty-eight  pages  or  more  of  choice,  interesting 
and  reliable  reading  matter  devoted  to  medicine  and  surgery. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  op  Quinine,  as  prepared' 
by  the  Paris  Medicine  Company,  is  a  most  excellent  preparation, 
remarkably  adapted  to  use  in  the  case  of  children,  or  those  who 
are  nauseated  by  the  usual  alkaloids  of  cinchona,  and  who  are, 
or  have  been  subjected  to  malarial  influences.  Try  it  once  and 
you  will  be  satisfied  with  its  effects.  Their  sales  last  year  ag- 
gregated over  $100,000. 
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Therapine  is  one  of  the  new  coal-tar  derivatives  placed  be- 
fore the  medical  profession  by  the  Albennarle  Chemical  Co.,  115 
Fulton  Street,  New  York;  Bouthern  Depot,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
See  letter  from  Dr.  C.  A.  L.  Reed  in  this  number. 

McArthur's  Syrup  op  Hypophosphites  has  attained  a 
place  in  the  minds  of  professional  men  as  an  article  of  unusual 
merit.  See  their  statement  on  fourth  cover-page.  It  is  a  simple 
statement  of  facts  that  will  repay  a  perusal.  Don't  throw  this 
journal  aside  until  you  have  read'  the  advertisement  above  cited; 
or,  if  you  do,  send  to  McArthur  Hypophosphites  Co.,  Boston, 
Mass.,  for  something  in  literature  that  will  not  only  interest  you, 
but  benefit  you  and  those  under  your  charge. 

The  Jerome  Kidder  Makupacturing  Co.,  820  Broadway, 
New  York,  offer  special  inducements  to  physicians  needing  elec- 
trical apparatus.  Their  batteries  are  recommended  by  many  of 
the  leading  practitioners  as  superior  to  all  others.  Their  '^long 
coils"  of  wire  are  simply  magnificent.  Send  to  them  for  their 
circular  and  price  li.-t,  and  you  will  see  that  they  offer  terms  that 
are  simply  remarkable.  Be  sure  to  ask  for  pamphlet  15;  it  will 
coflt  you  a  postal-card,  and  you  will  learn  something. 

Peacock  Chemical  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  not  only  manu- 
facture their  standard  and  most  reliable  preparation  of  Peacock's 
Bromides,  but  also  offer  to  the  profession  Fucus  Marina,  an  in- 
valuable remedy  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis;  it  arrests  the  decay 
of  lung  tissue,  diminishes  the  fever,  lessens  the  cough,  abates 
the  soreness  in  the  lungs,  improves  the  appetite,  and  impedes  the 
progressive  emaciation.  Of  their  Chionia,  for  use  in  biliousness, 
jaundice,  dyspepsia,  constipation,  and  morbid  conditions  caused 
by  hepatic  torpor,  we  can  only  speak  in  the  highest  terms;  our 
opinion  is  based  upon  practical  use  of  this  valuable  preparation. 

Antikamnia. — Much  has  been  written  about  this  new  thera- 
peutical favorite  in  the  past  year.  A  very  distinguished  chemist , 
has  stated  that  it  is  composed  of  two  preparations,  the  cost  of 
both  combined  being  about  one  dollar  a  pound,  and  it  is  sold  at 
one  dollar  an  ounce.  Well,  so  be  it.  I  have  found  that  with 
an  ounce  I  can  relieve  forty -eight  cases  of  severe  headache — a 
little  over  two  cents  for  each  case.     When  a  man  will  spend  one 
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or  more  dollars  to  produce,  a  headache,  he  certainly  can  spend 
two  and  one-fourth  cents  to  get  rid  of  it.  And,  by  the  way,  it 
has  proven  in  my  hands  a  most  excellent  remedy  for  relieving  the 
muscular  and  other  pains  incidental  to  la  grippe.  For  history 
and  literature,  address  the  Antikamnia  Chemical  Co.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

Wheeler's  Tissue  Phosphates  is  a  nerve-food  and  nutritive 
tonic  of  special  value  in  the  treatment  of  consumption,  bron- 
chitis, scrofula,  and  all  forms  of  nervous  debility. 

Elixir  Three  Cheorides  is  used  in  anemia  from  any  cause, 
struma,  latent  syphilis,  general  debility,  tuberculosis,  malaria, 
loss  of  appetite,  habitual  constipation,  chlorosis,  chorea,  chronic 
uterine,  pelvic,  zymotic,  catarrhal,  and  dermatological  diseases. 
Formula:  Each  fluid  drachm  contains  proto-chloride  iron,  ^  gr.; 
bichloride  of  mercury,  -j-J-g  gr.;  chloride  arsenic,  ^kn  S^'*  ^'^^^ 
calisaya,  alkaloids,  and  aromatics. 

Robinson-Pettet  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists  and  pharma- 
cists, of  Louisville,  Ky-,  have  an  advertisement  in  this  issue,  to 
which  we  desire  to  call  especial  attention.  This  house  was  estab- 
lished in  1842,  and  has  ever  maintained  and  sustained  a  character 
of  the  best.  Their  business  has  become  of  great  magnitude,  yet 
they  are  as  scrupulously  careful  with  the  smallest  order  as  with 
the  largest.  They  oflFer  to  the  profession  a  series  of  articles  of 
their  own  manufacture,  which  we  know  from  repeated  trials  to 
be  all  they  claim.  Their  Hypophosphites  will  be  found  as  rep- 
resented. They  invite  a  trial  of  their  preparations.  Try  them, 
and  you  will  not  be  disappointed. 

Bellevue  Hosptal  Medical  College  needs  no  commenda- 
tion at  our  hands.  It  has  become  one  of  the  established  institu- 
tions of  America. 
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CHARGE  TO  THE  GRADUATING  CLASSES  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE 
UNI\^RSITY  OF  TENNESSEE— SEVENTEENTH  AN- 
NUAL  COMMENCEMENT.^- 


BY    T.    HILLIARD    WOOD,    M.D.,    NASHVILLE,    TENN. 

Professor  of  Physiology. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Mr.  President  and  Faculty,  and  Graduates  of  the 
Medical  and  Dental  Classes  of  the  University  of  Tennessee : 

Having  by  selectiou  been  called  to  the  duty  of  delivering  the 
last  message  from  this  faculty  to  the  students  of  a  live,  pro- 
gressive, and  most  prosperous  institution  of  learning  in  this  grand 
educational  centre,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
high  compliment  and  a  just  regard  for  the  great  responsibility 
this  duty  imposes. 

I  congratulate  you,  gentlemen  of  the  graduating  classes,  upon 

*  Delivered  at  Vendome  Theatre,  Tuesday,  Feb.  23,  1892. 
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the  successful  completion  of  your  college  course,  and  upon  having 
won  by  a  rigorous  examination  that  degree  which  shall  admit 
you  to  broader  fields  of  study  and  of  usefulness.  To-night  you 
receive  the  first  fruits  of  your  labors;  for,  though  for  three 
years  you  have  studied  without  recompense,  you  now  will  be  re- 
warded with  your  diploma,  which  in  every  community  shall  be 
the  insignia  of  your  proficiency.  You  stand  to- night  upon  the 
threshold  of  your  profession  equipped — and,  as  we  believe,  well 
prepared — for  the  duties  which  lie  before  you. 

During  your  course  of  study  here,  your  conduct  has  not  only 
been  gentlemanly,  but  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation,  and 
the  progress  you  have  made  in  your  studies  has  been  exceedingly 
gratifying  to  your  faculty.  Such  moral  culture  and  mental 
ability  give  birth  to  hopes  of  greater  achievements  still.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  confidence  your  faculty  sends  you  out,  believing 
you  will  not  dishonor  the  institution  which  graduates  you,  or  the 
profession  which  shall  receive  you  into  its  ranks. 

But,  though  to-night  you  complete  your  college  course,  your 
education  as  members  of  a  learned  profession  is  far  from  com- 
plete. This  you  will  notice  as  soon  as  you  have  entered  the  field 
of  practice;  for  here  you  will  meet  with  diseases  that  puzzle  you 
and  complications  which  will  bafile  your  best  endeavors.  Thus, 
saddened  by  defeat  and  humbled  by  disappointment,  your  only 
safeguard  and  remedy  will  be  found  in  earnest,  patient,  unre- 
mitting labor  and  study.  These  are  the  agencies  which  have 
helped  others  before  you  to  higher  planes  of  glory  and  broader 
fields  of  usefulness,  and  constitute  the  only  sesame  which  can 
unlock  to  you  the  treasure-house  where  fame  and  knowledge 
dwell.  No  matter  how  high  a  record  you  may  have  made  in 
your  classes,  how  enviable  a  reputation  you  may  have  maintained 
with  your  faculty,  or  how  auspicious  may  be  your  entrance  upon 
a  professional  career,  unremitting  study  and  perseverance  are 
essential,  if  you  would  keep  abreast  of  the  progressive  and  ex- 
acting science  of  medicine.  The  man  who  does  less  cannot 
reasonably  hope,  and  does  not  deserve,  to  maintain  the  confi- 
dence and  patronage  of  the  public  or  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
physicians. 

Remember  'tis  human  life  you  handle,  and  if  the  confidence 
of  friends,  the  groans  of  the  suffering,  and  the  gasp  of  the  dying 
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do  Dot  stimulate  you  to  study,  then,  in  the  interest  of  humanity, 
step  aside  and  give  place  to  others. 

As  a  safe  guide  for  your  conduct,  I  recommend  to  your  study 
and  adoption  the  '  *  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation." This  code,  born  of  the  best  brains  and  endorsed  by 
the  best  men  of  your  profession,  explaining,  as  it  does,  the  duty 
of  physician  to  patient,  of  patient  to  physician,  and  of  physician 
t»  physician,  should  be  your  invariable  rule  of  practice.  You 
will  see  upon  every  line  the  impress  of  the  golden  rule,  **A8  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them." 

I  would  warn  you  against  the  delusions  of  quackery.  As  a 
Christian  hates  sin,  and  as  honor  spurns  deception,  so  every  true 
physician  detests  quackery.  Its  false  charms  may  for  a  time 
allure  the  ambitious  by  offering  immediate  and  larger  spoils,  but 
the  fruits  of  quackery  are  death  to  the  patient  and  a  disgrace  to 
the  quack. 

Medical  men  as  a  class  are  said  to  avoid  politics.  Possibly 
this  is  true  to  too  great  an  extent;  but  if  it  be  an  error,  I  am 
disposed  to  believe  it  an  error  in  the  right  direction.  While  I 
would  warn  you  against  an  excessive  indulgence  of  your  political 
tastes,  yet  any  legislation  looking  toward  the  betterment  of 
science  and  the  protection  of  the  masses  against  fraud  and  in- 
competence should  receive  your  earnest  support. 

In  this  direction,  under  the  influence  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, the  State  of  Tennessee  has  made  progress.  Already  em- 
piricism has  received  a  check  and  charlatanry  is  beginning,  to 
look  'for  other  fields. 

Thus  encouraged,  let  the  medical  profession,  with  all  good  peo- 
ple of  the  State,  with  unbroken  front,  press  forward,  adding 
necessary  amendments  to  our  at  present  rudimentary  laws,  until 
the  goal  shall  be  reached,  and  one  grand  statute  shall  adorn  our 
State  laws,  which  shall  forever  expel  from  the  bounds  of  Ten- 
nessee those  incompetents  who  are  undeserving  the  confidence  of 
the  public  upon  whose  calamities  they  subsist.  Much  might  be 
said  upon  medical  legislation,  much  needs  to  be  said  in  a  State 
like  Tennessee,  whose  laws  require  that  medical  students  shall 
use  that  which  the  laws  of  this  same  State  declare  they  shall  not 
have. 

You  should  enter  upon  your  duty  with  a  mind  single  to  the 
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good  of  your  profession  and  the  relief  of  suffering;  and  while 
I  do  not  mean  that  you  should  ignore  collateral  issues,  yet  you 
should  have  one  prime  end  in  view,  and  to  the  accomplishment 
of  that  end  bend  every  energy.  I  have  little  faith  in  men  of 
many  callings.  I  once  knew  a  gentleman  who  was  a  preacher,  a 
doctor,  a  lawyer,  and  a  school-teacher.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
add  that  his  success  iu  either  was  not  phenomenal.  Few  suc- 
ceed in  one  profession ;  none  succeed  in  all.  # 

Do  all  in  your  power  to  uphold  your  profession.  Guard  zeal- 
ously its  honor.  Remember  you  are  a  part  of  the  profession, 
and  whatever  affects  it  must  in  turn  affect  you. 

You  enter  a  profession  worthy  your  entire  devotion — a  pro- 
fession which  has  been  adorned  by  names  as  great  and  men  as 
good  as  any  who  live  iu  history.  It  is  said  of  our  blessed  Master 
that  **he  healed  the  sick."  Yours  is  a  profession  which  has 
done  much  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  a  world,  and  which  a 
world  in  turn  has  generously  honored. 

A  review  of  the  progress  made  by  medicine  in  modern  times  is 
most  enchanting.  In  no  way  can  this  be  better  illustrated  than 
by  comparing  the  methods  and  results  of  the  present  with  those 
of  the  past.  The  progress  is  truly  astonishing.  Antiseptic  sur- 
gery is  of  modern  development.  Within  the  last  half-centuiy 
dentistry  has  lifted  itself  from  an  ordinary  vocation  or  trade  to 
the  full  recognition  of  the  medical  profession  as  an  important 
department  of  the  healing  art.  The  aggregate  amount  in  the 
improvement  of  dentistry,  from  a  surgical,  mechanical,  thera- 
peutic, and  hygienic  stand -point,  is  almost  without  a  parallel 
in  history.  I  congratulate  the  department  of  dentistry  on  its 
achievements,  and  on  the  opportunities  that  lie  before  it  for  the 
advancement  of  dietetics  and  hygiene. 

The  retina  of  a  living  eye  was  first  seen  in  1851.  The  inte- 
rior of  that  most  wonderful  of  all  musical  instruments,  the  living 
larynx,  was  first  seen  by  Garcia  in  1854;  and  with  the  aid  of 
the  laryngoscope  the  play  of  the  vocal  chords,  and  the  produc- 
tion of  musical  notes  can  be  as  easily  studied  and  as  thoroughly 
explained  as  the  mechanism  of  any  musical  instrument. 

Time  forbids  that  I  should  speak  of  the  discovery  of  the 
various  ansBsthetics,  both  local  and  general;  of  the  numerous 
beneficial  operations  which  surgery  has  devised;  of   the  iunu- 
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merable  iustruments,  inodificationa,  and  apparatus  which  have 
been  invented;  and  of  the  investigation  into  the  causes  and 
modification  in  the  treatment  of  the  many  ills  to  which  flesh  is 
heir.  And  in  studying  the  modern  history  of  our  profession  you 
will  notice  that  these  improvements  have  not  been  made  by  any 
single  nation;  but  in  them  you  see  represented  medical  men  from 
every  civilized  country,  showing  that  there  is  a  general  enthus- 
iasm which  pervades  the  entire  medical  world.  The  medical 
men  of  the  civilized  world  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder,  and,  al- 
though separated  by  oceans,  the  discoveries  of  the  one  are 
promptly  communicated  to  the  others,  who  in  turn  take  up  and 
continue  the  investigations. 

The  abundant  reward  for  labors  in  the  past  should  stimuhite 
us  to  renewed  exertion  in  the  future.  And,  judging  by  the  past, 
what  may  we  not  expect  the  future  to  reveal?  Am  I  too  san- 
guine when  I  hope  that  gentlemen  now  within  the  sound  of  my 
voice  shall  live  to  see  cancer,  consumption,  and  other  hitherto 
incurable  diseases  relieved  by  treatment?  Already  consumption, 
a  disease  so  proof  against  treatment,  has  been  dealt  a  blow,  and 
although  it  did  not  fall,  yet  it  has  been  shaken  to  its  foundation- 
stone;  and  while  Koch's  treatment  did  not  prove  a  perfect  suc- 
cess, yet  it  has  aroused  an  enthusiasm,  which  God  grant  may 
never  die  until  consumption  shall  be  enrolled  among  the  list  of 
curable  diseases. 

But  it  is  not  in  curing  disease  that  the  physician  finds  his  only 
or  even  his  greatest  duty.  Preventive  medicine  has  now  grofvn 
into  a  well-proportioned  science — a  science  which  possibly  is  pro- 
ductive of  more  good  than  curative  medicine.  Indeed,  there  is 
no  chapter  in  medical  history  the  retrospect  of  which  is  so  pleas- 
ant as  that  of  preventive  medicine.  Look  at  the  marvelous 
achievements  of  Jenner,  who  by  introducing  vaccination  pro- 
vided a  means  of  saving  a  world  for  all  time  to  come  from  the 
ravages  of  small-pox. 

Again,  notice  how  other  epidemics  which  in  former  times  swept 
over  whole  continents,  leaving  death  and  desolation  in  their 
track,  more  than  contending  armies,  are  now  held  in.  check,  if 
not  completely  eradicated,  by  isolation,  disinfection,  fumigation, 
and  the  other  means  resorted  to  by  preventive  medicine. 

The  Federali  Government,  recognizing  the  importance  of  pre- 
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ventioD,  has  competent  physicians  to  examine  every  incoming 
vessel  to  our  ports,  and  thus  prevents  the  importation  of  disease- 
germs  from  other  shores;  and  I  dare  say  that  these  men  do  more 
to  promote  prosperity  and  happiness  than  all  the  coast  defences 
and  heavy  artillery  of  our  Government.  And  I  candidly  believe 
it  to  be  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  that  you,  young  gen- 
tlemen, can  be  of  greatest  service  and  win  greatest  distinction. 

It  is  during  the  devastating  reign  of  fatal  epidemics,  wheu 
the  people  of  whole  cities  and  districts  are  frenzied  with  fear, 
when  disease  and  death  are  borne  on  every  breeze — it  is  then  the 
physician's  most  noble,  most  self-sacrificing  qualities  are  devel- 
oped; it  is  there  his  honor  shines  with  valor  ne'er  surpassed  on 
any  tented  field.  What  is  a  grander  scene  than  the  medical  pro- 
fession standing  shoulder  to  shoulder,  defending  the  public  against 
invading  death? 

Young  gentlemen,  there  are  within  you  faculties  which,  with 
proper  evolution,  shall  develop  into  mighty  forces  for  good.  See 
that  these  God-given  properties  of  mind  and  soul  do  not  lie  dor- 
mant and  decay  for  want  of  use,  but  that  they  are  developed  by 
judicious  exercise  into  a  manly,  Christian  character. 

Your  life  will  be  spent  with  the  sick,  the  suffering,  and  at 
times  the  dying.  Do  all  in  your  power  to  develop  the  qualities 
of  gentleness,  sobriety,  and  strict  moral  integrity,  that  you  may 
win,  deserve,  and  retain  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those 
whose  lives  shall  be  entrusted  to  your  care. 

You  will  soon  depart  for  the  society  of  your  loved  ones  and 
the  scenes  of  your  future  labors.  As  you  go,  remember  you 
leave  behind  you  in  Nashville  twelve  men  who  feel  as  fathers 
feel,  and  who  shall  share  alike  your  joy  and  grief. 

No  more  we  meet  in  the  hospital  clinics  or  college  halls.  We 
who  lately  met  as  professor  and  pupil  now  part  as  brothers.  And 
as  a  brother,  young  in  the  profession  like  yourselves,  allow  me 
to  insist  that  though  separated  we  still  must  be  united.  Our 
happiness  is  bound  up  indissolubly  with  yours. 

And,  now,  wishing  for  each  of  you  all  that  you  deserve,  I  bid 
you  God  speed  on  your  mission  of  mercy,  benevolence,  and  good 
deeds. 

And  to  these  ladies  of  the  grandest  city  of  the  South,  who 
are  the  most  beautiful,  the  most  virtuous,  and  the^  most'  devoted 
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to  all  the  Divine  Christian  attributes,  and  to  their  manly  escorts 
who  have  honored  you  on  your  commencement  occasion,  I  desire 
in  your  name,  and  in  the  name  of  the  faculty,  to  tender  to  them 
our  most  sincere  thanks,  and,  in  the  language  of  "Tiny  Tim,*' 
made  illustrious  by  one  of  the  grandest  histrionic  personages  of 
the  world,  **Jlfay  you  all  live  long  and  protper.^^ 


TUBERCULAR  MENINGITIS  * 


BY   W.    A.    ATCHISON,    M.D.,    NASHVILLE,   TENN. 


By  this  term  we  mean  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  of  the 
brain,  with  effusion  of  lymph  and  pus,  and  having  for  its  sole 
factor  the  deposit  of  the  tubercles  upon  its  surface  or  into  its 
substance. 

Until  within  a  comparatively  recent  period  almost  all  the  dis- 
eases of  the  brain  or  its  meninges,  and  especially  those  occurring 
in  the  young,  and  which  are  now  known  to  be  inflammatory, 
were  included  under  the  general  term  hydrocephalus,  acute  or 
chronic.  The  accumulation  of  water  in  the  ventricles  or  upon 
or  between  the  membranes  was  regarded  as  the  disease  instead  of 
one  of  the  results. 

Very  little  advance  seems  to  have  been  made  in  a  knowledge 
of  the  nature  and  causes  of  this  disease  until  1768,  when  Dr. 
Whytt,  of  Edinburgh,  published  a  remarkably  clear  and  com- 
prehensive monograph  entitled  ''Observations  on  Dropsy  of  the 
Brain."  It  has  been  said  of  this  paper  that,  for  accuracy  in 
the  delineation  of  the  symptomatology,  it  is  the  equal  of  any 
thing  since  written  upon  that  subject.  Notwithstanding  the 
fullness  and  clearness  with  which  he  set  forth  the  symptoms' of 
the  diiiease,  he  seems  never  to  have  fully  comprehended  its  nat- 
ure, and  must  necessarily  have  included  in  his  delineations  a 
variety  of  pathological  conditions. 

Quin,  of  Dublin,  was  among  the  first  to  show  that  dropsy  was 

*  A  paper  read  at  the  Nashville  Academy  of  Medicine,  December  3 
1891. 
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not  the  essential  feature  of  the  disease,  but  a  result  of  the  ab- 
normal accumulation  of  the  blood  in  the  brain,  which  sometimes 
attained  the  point  of  inflammation.  Ford,  adopting  in  part  the 
idea  of  Quin,  introduced  a  more  definite  pathology  hy  pointing 
out  a  double  origin — viz.,  inflammation  of  the  pia  mater  and 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  a  scirrhous  induration  of  the  brain. 
Senn,  in  his  monograph  (1825),  first  gave  the  name  meningitis 
to  acute  hydrocephalus,  and  pointed  to  the  pia  mater  as  the  seat 
of  the  disease. 

A  further  advance  was  requisite  beyond  the  admission  of  mere 
inflammation  in  order  to  place  meningitis  in  its  proper  light. 
This  advance  was  indicated  by  Guersent  in  the  year  1827,  when 
he  adopted  the  title  granular  meningitis,  and  also  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  tubercles  were  often  found  in  other  organs  of  the 
same  subject.  The  step  which  Guersent  failed  to  take  was  after- 
ward taken  by  Papavoin.  In  his  report  of  cases  in  1830,  after 
having  described  with  great  minuteness  the  mengineal  granula- 
tions, he  points  out  the  fact  of  tuberculous  affections  having 
preceded  the  inflammation,  and  indicated  the  coexistence  of  tu- 
berculous development  in  other  organs.  From  his  observations 
he  drew  the  following  conclusions,  which  are  the  accepted  opin- 
ions of  to-day,  viz. :  1.  That  the  meningeal  granulations  of  Guer- 
sent are  of  a  tuberculous  nature;  2.  They  are  analogous  to  the 
granulations  in  the  other  tissues;  3.  They  are  found  only  in  sub- 
jects whose  other  organs  contain  tubercles. 

This  important  pathological  element  of  acute  hydrocephalus 
thus  clearly  pointed  out  by  Papavoin  was  at  once  recognized  by 
other  observers,  among  them  our  own  distinguished  countryman , 
Dr.  Gerhard,  of  Philadelphia,  who  in  1833-4  published  reports 
of  more  than  thirty  cases,  with  autopsies  made  by  himself  and 
his  friend  Rufz,  in  the  Children's  Hospital  in  Paris.  To  Dr. 
Gerhard's  publication  the  profession  of  this  country  wais  largely 
indebted  for  a  knowledge  of  the  disease.  To  Brechiteau  seems 
to  belong  the  credit  of  having  suggested  the  name  by  which  it  is 
now  so  generally  known. 

Until  about  this  period  (1837),  the  distinction  between  simple 
and  tubercular  meningitis  had  not  been  clearly  drawn,  and  we 
are  much  indebted  to  the  classical  work  of  Barthez  and  Rilliet 
on  the  "Diseases  of  Children,"  published  about  that  time  for  a 


ORIGINAL     COMMUNICATIONS — ATCHISON.  113 

clear  differentiation  of  symptoms  characterizing  the  two  forms  of 
disease. 

Tubercular  meningitis,  as  it  is  now  understood,  is  of  great 
importance,  because  of  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence  and  of 
its  fearful  mortality.  It  is  the  most  fatal  of  all  the  diseases  of 
the  cerebro-spinal  system.  It  may  occur  at  any  period  of  life: 
the  young,  the  middle-aged,  and  the  old  are  numbered  among  its 
victims;  but  childhood,  from  two  to  ten  years,  is,  beyond  all 
comparison,  its  most  frequent  subjects.  It  may  occur  in  one  of 
two  forms:  First,  a  primary,  in  which,  though  tubercles  may  be 
deposited  in  other  organs  besides  the  pia  mater,  yet  the  symptoms 
first  noticed  are  those  arising  from  the  cerebral  lesion,  and  these 
maintain  their  prominence  to  the  close;  and  a  secondary,  in  which 
the  symptoms  of  brain  lesion  are  developed  upon,  or  succeed  to, 
tubercular  lesions  in  other  organs. 

It  is  to  the  first  of  these  forms,  aud  as  it  occurs  in  cLildhood, 
that  I  shall  address  myself  in  this  paper. 

8YM1TOMS. 

Tubercular  meningitis  has  been  described  as  acute  or  chronic, 
according  to  the  light  in  which  it  is  viewed.  It  is  conceded  that 
the  tubercles  are  often  developed  in  a  very  gradual  manner,  and 
that  they  may  be  deposited  long  anterior  to  the  occurrence  of 
any  active  inflammation;  but  when  this  has  once  been  excited, 
its  march  is  rapid.  Hence,  in  relation  to  the  tubercular  deposit,  it 
is  chronic,  but  with  respect  to  the  cerebral  inflammation,  it  is  acute. 
'  Usually,  but  by  no  means  universally,  the  acute  symptoms 
are  preceded  by  evidences  of  deranged  health,  and  notably  in 
the  loss  of  flesh  and  of  color.  The  appetite  is  variable,  some- 
times capricious,  or  it  may  be  wholly  deficient;  the  digestion  is 
impaired,  the  strength  fails,  there  is  languor  and  a  disinclination 
to  take  exercise;  the  subject  is  easily  fatigued  and  easily  fretted; 
his  sleep  is  fitful  and  restless;  he  grinds  his  teeth;  he  cries  out  in 
his  sleep,  or  awakes  frightened,  as  though  disturbed  by  some 
horril)le  dream;  he  is  sometimes  feverish,  and  may  at  times  com- 
plain of  headache,  which,  as  a  rule,  is  confined  to  the  forehead. 
Sometimes  the  fever  is  so  distinctly  paroxysmal  as  to  closely 
simulate  an  intermittent,  for  which  it  has  often  been  mistaken 
and  unfortunately  treated. 
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The  bowels  are  rarely  healthy;  they  may  be  habitually  con- 
stipated or  affected  with  an  alternating  diarrhoea.  When  loose, 
the  discharges  always  give  evidence  of  indigestion  and  malassim- 
ilation. 

All  these  precursory  symptoms  may  remit  for  a  time,  and  the 
subject  return  to  a  state  of  apparent  health,  perhaps  only  to  be 
suddenly  precipitated  into  a  fully-developed  attack  of  the  dis- 
ease. These  symptoms  may  be  grouped  or  combined  in  every 
conceivable  fashion,  and  many  of  them  be  absent  altogether, 
the  attack  coming  on  in  the  midst  of  apparent  perfect  health 
and  without  any  warning  whatever. 

This  precursory  or  prodromic  stage  is  very  variable  in  its  dura- 
tion. It  may  last  one  week,  or  it  may  extend  over  a  period  of 
two  or  more  months. 

There  is  observed  in  the  majority  of  cases  of  the  disease  a  dis- 
position -to  a  certain  succession  of  symptoms,  and  writers  are  in 
the  habit  of  following  the  example  set  by  Dr.  Whytt,  of  divid- 
ing the  affection  into  three  stages,  based  upon  the  predominance 
of  these  symptoms  arising  at  different  periods  of  its  course — 
viz.:  The  stage  of  invasion  or  irritation,  that  of  pressure  or 
paralysis,  and  that  of  collapse.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted 
that  this  arrangement  is  purely  arbitrary,  and  is  rarely  verified 
in  clrnical  experience,  for,  of  all  the  diseases  which  have  come 
under  my  observation,  it  is  one  of  the  most  irregular — I  was 
about  to  say,  erratic — in  its  development  and  in  the  sequences  of 
its  symptoms.  It  has  been  remarked  by  one  evidently  familiar 
with  these  peculiarities,  **Tiiat  he  who  seeks  at  the  bedside  only 
the  typical  case  of  books  may  search  in  vain." 

The  symptoms  of  the  so-called  first  stage  may  be  simply  an 
exaggeration  or  intensification  of  those  marking  the  prodromic 
stage.  The  fever  becomes  continuous,  but  may  sometimes  remit 
in  its  course;  the  headache  is  more  acute;  the  vomiting,  which 
before  was  only  occasional  or  altogether  absent,  is  now  a  promi- 
nent feature.  At  other  times  the  first  stage  is  ushered  in  sud- 
denly by  rigors  or  a  distinct  chill,  followed  by  high  fever,  intense 
headache,  delirium,  or  perhaps  by  convulsions.  Usually  the 
fever  is  moderate  in  intensity,  and,  as  before  suggested,  fre- 
quently irregularly  remittent  in  its  type.  The  temperature  is 
rarely  very  high,  seldom  reaching  above  103°,  and  is  usually. 
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but  not  always,  higher  at  night.  In  most  cases  there  is  no  regu- 
lar temperature  curve.  The  pulse  for  the  first  few  days  is  fre- 
quent and  regular,  but  may  soon  become  slow,  irregular,  and 
variable.  The  slightest  exertion,  even  awaking  from  sleep,  will 
send  it  up  many  beats  in  the  minute.  Pain  in  the  head  is  alwaj^s 
a  prominent  feature  in  these  cases.  It  is  always  present  in  some 
degree  or  another,  and  persists  until  consciousness  is  lost.  Its 
intensity  is  variable;  at  times  so  severe  as  to  extort  the  sharpest 
cries.  The  seat  of  the  pain  is,  as  before  remarked,  most  com- 
mon in  the  forehead,  but  now  and  then  it  is  complained  of  on 
the  sides  or  back  of  the  head.  Very  young  children  are  apt  to 
manifest  their  sufferings  by  frequently  carrying  their  hand^  to 
the  head  or  burrowing  their  heads  in  the  pillow. 

Vertigo  is  also  a  symptom  of  frequent  occurrence,  manifested 
by  an  unsteady  gait  or  a  sensation  of  falling  over  when  in  the 
horizontal  position. 

Vomiting  is  an  important  and  leading  symptom  in  the  earlier 
period  of  this  stage.  It  may  be  frequent  or  only  occasional, 
but  it  is  rarely  absent.  It  seems  sometimes  to  occur  in  conso- 
nance with  the  severer  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  head.  The 
vomited  matters  are  usually  only  the  contents  of  the  stomach, 
but  sometimes  bilious.  One  of  the  marked  peculiarities  of  the 
attacks  of  vomiting  is  the  absence  of  nausea  and  retching.  It 
may  often  be  induced  by  simply  raising  the  head  from  the  pil- 
low, thus  furnishing  a  valuable  point  in  diagnosis. 

Constipation  is  ver}'  common,  as  it  is  also  a  very  rebellious 
symptom  of  this  stage.  The  most  active  purgatives  are  some- 
times necessary  to  move  the  bowels.  The  stools,  when  secured, 
are  unhealthy,  being  frequently  dark  or  green  in  color  and  mixed 
often  with  undigested  food.  Pains  in  the  abdomen  are  frequent- 
ly complained  of,  and  are  often  the  chief  source  of  restlessness 
at  night. 

The  tongue  is  usually  moist  and  covered  with  a  whitish  fur. 
It  is  rarely  red  or  dry.  Thirst  is  common,  but  not  urgent,  and 
may  be  entirely  wanting.  Sleep  is  disturbed  and  unrefreshing. 
Delirium  is  frequent  at  some  period  of  the  day  or  night,  but  is 
usually  of  a  mild  type.  Light  is  painful  to  the  eyes,  and  the 
patient  usually  lies  with  the  lids  closed  or  everted  from  the  light. 
The  condition  of  the  pupil  is  variable,  sometimes  contracted^ 


116  ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS — ATCHISON. 

sometimes  dilated,  and  they  frequently  rapidly  alternate  between 
.these  conditions  regardless  of  the  intensity  of  the  light. 

The  child  very  commonly  wears  an  expression  of  pain  upon 
the  countenance,  and  the  brow  is  frequently  corrugated.  His 
temper  is  variable,  but  for  the  most  part  fretful,  and  he  is  hard 
to  please. 

In  the  midst  of  this  array  of  uupropitious  symptoms  there  some- 
times comes  a  lull,  or  it  may  be  an  obvious  amendment,  giving 
hope  and  cheer  to  both  family  and  friends,  and  may  possibly  in- 
spire the  physician  himself  with  the  hope  that  he  has  mastered 
the  case,  or  that  his  diagnosis  was  at  fault.  The  child  may  re- 
vive from  his  lethargic  condition,  recognize  his  family,  take  bis 
food  with  relish,  call  for  his  toys,  and  manifest  interest  in 
them.  Alas,  the  fallacious  hopes  are  dashed  to  the  ground  ! 
The  unfavorable  symptoms  but  too  soon  return  in  aggravated 
forms,  and  the  patient  rapidly  progresses  toward  the  second  sta^e 
of  the  disease.  The  transition  is  generally  very  gradual.  As 
suggested  by  Bartholow  :  **  There  is  usually  a  period  of  uncer- 
tain duration,  which  has  been  not  inaptly  named  the  middle  stage, 
in  which  the  symptoms  of  irritation  still  linger,  and  the  symp- 
toms of  depression  are  just  manifesting  themselves." 

As  the  case  progresses  into  the  second  stage  the  special  and 
general  sensibility  which  characterized  the  period  of  invasion  are 
lost.  The  pain,  irritability,  restlessness,  and  delirium  have,  for 
the  most  part,  disappeared,  and  dullness  and  apathy  have  suc- 
ceeded. Careless  of  his  environments,  he  lies  for  hours  in  a 
semi-comatose  condition,  from  which  he  is  with  difficulty  aroused, 
and  into  which  he  rapidly  relapses  when  left  alone.  The  respira- 
tion becomes  irregular,  and  is  interjected  with  sighs  and  moans,  or 
perhaps  by  piercing  cries,  known  as  the  encepJialic  cry,  and  upon 
which  so  much  stress  has  been  laid  by  writers.  The  pulse  becomes 
much  less  frequent,  sinking  as  low  as  seventy-five,  sometimes  to 
sixty,  and  occasionally  even  much  lower.  It  also  becomes  as  irreg- 
ular in  volume  as  in  frequency,  sometimes  full  and  hard,  sometimes 
soft,  and  often  intermittent  at  either  fixed  or  uncertain  intervals. 
With  these  changes  of  respiration  and  circulation  comes  also 
changes  in  the  temperature.  While  the  fiu^hiugs  of  the  face  may 
continue,  the  heat  of  the  skin  is  diminished,  and  partial  or  general 
prespiration  may  ensue.     The  temperature  sometimes  becomes 
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distinctly  subnormal.  The  patient  lies  with  his  eyes  closed  or 
partially  open.  The  pupils  are  generally  dilated,  but  often  un- 
equally so,  and  the  eye  is  insensible  to  light.  Squint  is  not  un- 
common, most  frequently  convergent,  occasionally  divergent;  the 
balls  may  be  so  turned  up  under  the  brow  as  to  almost  hide  the 
pupil.  The  secretions  collect  on  the  eye,  and,  becoming  mingled 
with  dust,  form  a  thick  film  over  its  surface.  The  ear  seems  to 
be  sensitive  to  sound  long  after  the  eye  has  lost  its  function. 
The  vomiting  ceases,  the  constipation  becomes  pronounced,  or 
perhaps  gives  way  to  diarrhoea,  and  the  abdomen  assumes  a  pecu- 
liary  retracted  condition,  to  which  the  term  boaf-f^haped  has  not 
inaptly  been  applied.  The  tongue  continues  moist,  and  the 
patient  will  usually  swallow  whatever  is  put  into  its  mouth.  The 
head  is  generally  retracted  toward  the  close  of  this  stage,  and  the 
muscles  of  the  neck  become  stiffened;  indeed,  the  whole  body 
sometimes  become  so  rigid  that  it  may  be  lifted  by  the  head  or 
heels  w^ithout  bending.  Muscular  tremors  and  twitching  are  not 
uncommon,  and  tonic  spasms  affecting  some  one  or  more  portions 
of  the  body  aje  frequent.  While  the  limbs  of  one  side  may  be 
motionless  those  of  the  other  may  be  in  constant  motion.  These 
movements  may  become  rythmical  so  as  to  resemble  those  some- 
times seen  in  chorea.  This  condition  was  noticed,  in  a  marked 
degree,  in  a  case  which  recently  came  under  my  observa- 
tion. 

Under  these  adverse  conditions  the  patient  may  continue  to 
live  for  many  days.  He  may  even  have  a  period  of  remission  or 
amendment,  giving  hope  of  recovery  to  the  inexperienced.  It 
has  been  claimed  that  recoveries  have  taken  place  from  a  condi- 
tion so  forlorn. 

The  third  stagey  or  stage  of  paralysis,  presents  evidences  of  the 
profoundest  pathological  changes  in  the  brain.  The  patient  has 
now  sunk  into  a  state  of  complete  coma,  insensible  and  irrespon- 
sive to  any  external  stimulant.  Reflex  movements  only  can 
be  provoked,  and  they  very  imperfectly.  The  constipation  gives 
way,  and  copious  liquid  stools  are  passed  involuntarily,  and  the 
abdomen  may  become  distended  with  gas.  One  of  the  most  con- 
stant and  characteristic  changes  in  this  stage  is  in  thc^  pulse. 
Previously  slow  and  frequently  irregular  and  intermittent,  it  now 
.  becomes  more  frequent,  mounting  often  to  one  hundred  and  forty » 
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it  may  be  to  one  hundred  and  sixty,  becoming  more  feeble,  but 
regular. 

Owing  to  derangement  of  the  capillary  circulation,  the  face 
assumes  a  dusky  hue,  and  the  countenance  becomes  utterly  ex- 
pressionless. A  rapid  or  remarkable  rise  in  the  temperature 
sometimes  takes  place  previous  to  the  closing  scene. 

While  I  have  in  this  imperfect  manner  attempted  to  trace  the 
usual  course  of  tubercular  meningitis,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  symptoms  occur  sometimes  with  great  irregularity.  Thus,  de- 
lirium sometimes  ushers  in  the  attack.  In  others  convulsions,  fii-st 
claim  our  attention.  Cases  are  reported  in  which  drowsiness  was 
wanting  until  near  the  end.  Others  have  been  comatose  from 
first  to  last.  Vomiting,  one  of  the  most  constant  symptoms,  may 
not  occur.  I  have  recently  treated  a  case  in  which,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end,  there  was  no  vomiting.  Instead  of  constipa- 
tion we  may  have  diarrhoea,  inflammatory  or  otherwise.  Often  the 
attack  is  made  insiduously  under  the  disguise  or  concealment 
rather  of  some  febrile  aflFection,  as  typhoid  fever,  or  it  may  be  of 
some  one  of  the  exanthemata.  The  duration  of  the  attack  varies 
greatly.  Death  may  occur  within  a  few  days,  or  the  case  may 
be  protracted  through  several  weeks.  The  greatest  number  will 
probably  die  in  the  course  of  the  third  week. 

PATHOLOGY. 

The  distinctive  pathological  feature  of  tubercular  meningitis 
is  the  deposit  of  milliary  tubercles  in  the  pia  mater,  resulting  in 
inflammation  of  that  membrane,  and  the  exudation  of  a  fluid  or 
semi-fluid  mixture  of  serum  and  pus.  These  tubercular  forma- 
tions may  be  found  in  all  stages  of  development;  however,  in 
some  cases  they  all  seem  to  have  reached  the  same  state  of  matu- 
rity. They  may  be  round  or  somewhat  flattened;  whitish,  grayish, 
or  light  yellow  in  color;  in  size  varying  from  the  smallest  percep- 
tible point  to  that  of  a  millet  seed,  (whence  the  name).  By  ag- 
gregation and  coalition,  they  sometimes  form  masses  as  large  as  a 
pea,  and,  exceptionally,  as  large  as  a  filbert.  While  the  deposits 
are  generally  more  abundant  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  they  may 
also  be*found  upon  all  portions  of  the  surface,  in  the  convex  and 
lateral  portions,  in  the  anfractuossities  of  the  convolutions,  and  in 
the  fissures.     The  hemispheres  may  be  equally  or  unequally  af- 
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fected.  Sometimes  they  are  confined  to  a  single  spot ;  at  others, 
distributed  through  large  areas.  They  vary  greatly  in  numbers; 
sometimes  but  few  are  found,  in  other  cases  countless  thousands. 
The  fact  has  beon  noted  that  all  this  variety  in  location  and  ex- 
tent of  deposit  may  exist  without  any  appreciable  bearing  upon 
the  symptoms  of  the  case.  The  deposit  is  mostly,  if  not  always, 
made  in  the  perivascular  canals,  and  adhere  closely  to  the  blood- 
vessels, which  they  accompany  in  their  ramifications.  They  are 
also  abundant  in  the  exudations  on  the  surface  of  the  pia  ma- 
ter. The  bacillus  tuberculosis  has,  it  is  claimed,  been  found  in 
considerable  numbers  in  the  pia  mater. 

The  free-surface  of  the  arachnoid  membrane  rarely  shows  any 
change,  but  the  pia  mater  gives  evidence  of  active  inflammation, 
and  is  injected  and  thickened,  becomes  opaque,  and  more  or  less 
adherent  to  the  brain.  Its  tissue  is  infiitated  by  coagulable 
lymph  or  pus,  which  frequently  assumes  a  yellowish  hue.  This 
exudation  is  found  largely  at  the  base  of  the  brain  and  extending 
along  the  course  of  the  arteries.  It  may  be  so  copious  as  to  fill 
up  the  natural  depressions  at  the  base,  and  by  its  pressure  impair- 
ing the  functions  of  the  nerves  found  in  that  locality.  The  ven- 
tricles of  the  brain  usually  contain  an  abnormal  quantity  of  serum, 
colorless  or  opalescent,  sometimes  bloody.  The  amount  varies 
from  a  few  drachms  to  many  ounces,  in  seeming  correspondence 
to  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation;  and  yet,  in  many  cases  of 
the  greatest  severity,  the  quantity  of  fluid  found  is  not  above 
the  normal,  thus  showing  that  the  effusion  is  not  an  essential  feat- 
ure of  the  disease. 

There  has  been  considerable  controversy  as  to  whether  the 
ependyma  is  the  subject  of  inflammation  in  these  cases,  but  the 
question  has  apparently  been  settled  in  the  affirmative  in  the  re- 
port of  a  post  mortem  reported  by  Dr.  Minton,  in  which  an  abund- 
ant deposit  of  granulations  was  found  in  this  tissue. 

The  choroid  plexus  is  also  the  subject  of  inflammatory  ac- 
tion, and  is  frequently  covered  with  the  yellow  exudations 
mentioned  above.  The  brain  itself  is  frequently  the  subject  of 
morbid  changes.  From  the  pressure  of  the  distended  ventricles, 
the  convolutions  may  become  much  flattened,  or  even  entirely  ef- 
faced. The  brain  substance  is  often  injected  and  softened  even  to 
diffluency  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  inflamed  patches. 
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These  lesions  are  not  always  confined  to  the  cerebrum,  but  may 
extend  to  the  cerebellum,  the  pons,  the  medulla,  and  spinal 
cord  as  well.  It  has  been  suggested  that  if  examinations  were 
more  frequently  extended  to  these  latter  sections,  one  should 
doubtless  find,  as  in  some  instances  has  been  found  in  the  mem- 
braues  and  even  in  the  cord  itself,  the  characteristic  alterations 
of  tubercular  meningitis  which  would  explain  some  of  the  symp- 
toms  evidently  due  to  spinal  involvement — viz.  disturbances  of 
mobility  and  sensibility,  stiffness  of  the  neck  and  trunk,  some 
sort  of  tetanic  spasms,  contractions,  tremblings,  certain  functional 
paralyses,  the  protean  modifications  of  hypersesthesia  or  of  anses- 
thesia,  and  finally  the  infirmities  which  often  attend  recoveries. 

Tubercles  are  by  no  means  always  confined  in  these  cases  to  the 
tissues  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  but  are  found  in  other  organs 
and  tissues  also.  They  have  not  unfrequently  been  found  in  the 
choroid  coats  of  the  eye.  Money  found  them  affected  in  four- 
teen out  of  forty-two  cases  of  the  disease,  and  in  eleven  cases 
optic  neuritis  was  present.  Tubercles  are  also  commonly  found 
in  the  lungs,  in  the  mesentery,  in  the  bronchial  glands,  in  the 
testicles,  etc.,  thus  demonstrating  the  fact  that  the  cerebral  dis- 
ease is  but  another  expression  of  a  general  tubercular  infection. 
A  remarkable  fact  that  needs  to  be  noticed  in  this  connection  is, 
that  in  some  rare  instances  a  deposit  of  miliary  tubercles  is  found 
in  the  pia  mater  unattended  by  any  evidence  of  active  inflamma- 
tory process.  While  the  tubercles  may  be  of  considerable  size, 
they  are  few  in  number,  and  sometimes  encysted,  thus  causing 
sufficient  irritation  only  to  induce  thickening  and  opacity  of  the 
membranes  and  effusion  into  the  lateral  ventricles,  which,  by  its 
pressure,  develops  the  characteristic  symptoms. 

ETIOLOGY. 

The  causes  of  tubercular  meningitis  may  properly  be  divided 
into  predisposing  and  exciting.  Foremost  among  the  former 
stands  heredity;  not,  however,  as  that  term  is  generally  under- 
stood, for  very  few,  probably  none,  of  the  subjects  of  this  dis- 
ease live  to  beget  or  bear  children;  but  hereditary  in  the  same 
sense  as  other  tubercular  diseases.  The  diathesis,  the  predispo- 
stiou,  may  be  transmitted,  and  circumstances  afterward  give  it 
direction.     That  this  is  true,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  almost  all 
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the  offspring  of  some  families  die  of  this  particular  braiu  lesion. 
I  have  very  recently  witnessed  a  death  in  a  family  in  this  city^ 
which  was  the  third  victim  within  a  few  years,  of  this  fell-dis- 
troyer. 

Age,  the  state  of  childhood,  seems  to  predispose  to  the  disease. 
It  is  perhaps  impossible  to  furnish  any  satisfactory  solution  for 
this  problem,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  deaths  from  it,  at  least  in  this  country,  occur  within  the 
seventh  year.  The  greater  activity  of  the  brain  at  this  period  of 
life,  and  the  facility  with  which  irritation  may  be  excited  in  it, 
by  various  causes,  has  been  suggested  as  a  probable  reason. 
While  the  male  is  perhaps  more  frequently  its  subject,  the  pre- 
ponderance is  foo  small  to  have  any  special  influence  in  its  devel- 
opment. It  prevails  in  all  seasous  and  all  climates.  In  regard 
to  the  exciting  causes,  it  may  be  said  that  when  a  disposition  to 
the  deposit  of  tubercle  exists,  anything  that  is  disposed  to  lower 
the  vitality  of  the  subject  is  likely  to  hasten  the  attack.  Hence, 
in  young  children,  improper  or  unwholesome  food,  bad  hygienic 
surroundings,  insufficient  clothing,  etc.,  blows  or  falls  upon  the 
head,  direct  exposure  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  violent  emotions  of 
anger  or  fright,  premature  or  too  powerful  exercise  of  the  brain 
iu  the  process  of  education,  the  disappearance  of  cutaneous 
eruptions,  worms  and  other  causes  of  irritation  iu  the  alimentary 
canal,  the  exanthematous  and  other  fevers,  and  caries  of  the  tem- 
poral bone,  may  provoke  an  attack  in  the  predisposed. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  disease  frequently  conies  on  in 
the  midst  of  appareut  perfect  health,  when  both  predisposing  and 
^xciting  causes  are  obscure,  and  cannot  be  determined. 

DIAGNOSIS, 

A  typical  case  of  tubercular  meningitis,  one  which  follows  the 
usual  course  in  the  succession  or  sequence  of  symptoms,  offers 
little  or  no  difficulty  in  diagnosis.  As  has  been  aptly  said  by 
another,  'Hhe  prodromic  period  of  altered  disposition,  headache, 
con.stipation,  vomiting,  emaciation  followed  by  irregularity  and 
slowness  of  the  pulse,  sighing  respiration,  sluggishness  and  ir- 
regularity of  the  pupils,  the  progress  from  somnolence  to  uncon- 
ciousness and  coma,  the  sudden  lamentable  cry,  the  convulsions 
and  paralysis,  the  return  of  rapid  pulse  and  rapid  respiration  in 
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the  last  stage,  are  characteristic  of  no  other  disease."  However, 
as  has  previously  been  suggested,  the  disease  does  not  always  run 
a  regular  normal  course.  Some  one  or  more  of  its  most  diatiuct- 
ive  symptoms  may  be  absent,  especially  is  this  the  case  in  the 
early  stage.  It  is  in  such  cases  that  difficulties  arise  which  can- 
not be  readily  resolved,  and  it  well  becomes  the  attendant  under 
such  circumstances  to  withhold  an  opinion  until  more  definite 
signs  are  developed. 

So  many  of  the  diseases  of  children  are  ushered  in  with  identi- 
cally the  same  symptoms  which  are  most  characteristic  of  this 
affection  that  it  is  only  after  frequent  observation,  and  a 
careful  study  of  the  case  in  hand,  that  our  way  becomes 
clear. 

Among  the  number  of  those  which  may  thus  embarrass  us,  and 
which  are  worthy  of  mention,  are  derangement  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  inflammatory  and  n  on -inflammatory  ;  the  exanthem- 
atous  fevers,  particularly  scarlet  fever  and  small-pox ;  simple 
convulsions,  pleurisy  and  pneumonia.  These  give  us  most  trouble 
in  the  beginning  of  the  attack.  Later  on  we  are  required  to  dif- 
ferentiate between  the  tubercular  and  the  simple  inflamnuitory 
form,  as  well  as  the  cerebro -spinal.  Abscess  of  the  brain,  caries 
of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone  and  of  the  atlo-axoid 
articulation,  intercranial  tumors,  hypertrophy  of  the  brain,  and 
what  has  been  termed  essential  brain  fever,  have  each  been  con- 
founded and  treated  as  tubercular  meningitis. 

It  is  impossible,  in  the  limits  of  this  paper,  which  has  already 
been  extended  beyond  my  purpose,  to  treat  of  these  various  mat- 
ters in  detail.  I  will  confine  myself  to  a  few  of  the  most  impor- 
tant. 

Perhaps  the  diseases  from  which  it  is  the  most  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish th^  one  we  are  considering  is  the  simple  meningitis,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  have  been  very  frequently  mis- 
taken the  one  for  the  other.  Upon  no  other  hypothesis  can 
we  account  for  the  varied  results  of  treatment  a£  reported  by  differ- 
ent writers.  It  is  claimed  that  the  simple  form  has  no  prodromic 
stage,  that  the  fever  more  speedily  attains  a  high  range,  that  the 
temperature  reaches  and  remains  at  a  higher  point,  there  is  more 
urgent  thirst,  more  delirium,  headache  more  continuous  and 
severe,  convulsions  more  common — in  a  word,  greater  acuteuess 
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in  all  the  symptoms.     Except  as  to  the  absence  of  a  prodromic 
stage  these  claims  often  prove  fallacious. 

Among  our  own  most  trustworthy  criteria  in  doubtful  and  per- 
plexing cases  is  the  age  of  the  patient.  Children  under  two 
years  rarely  suffer  from  the  tubercular  form,  and  the  discovery 
of  tuberculous  deposits  in  the  other  organs  and  tissues  of  the 
body,  or  what  may  prove  of  equal  significance,  descent  from  a 
family  of  marked  scroffulous  diathesis. 

Ordinarily  there  should  be  no^difficulty  in  distinguishing  be- 
tween tubercular  meningitis  and  the  cerebro-spinal  form.  The  fact  i 
that  the  latter  usually  prevails  as  an  epidemic,  that  its  onset  is 
is  more  sudden  and  violent,  that  delirium  is  a  prominent  feature 
from  its  invasion,  that  cutaneous  eruptions  early  show  them- 
selves, and  that  the  special  spinal  symptoms  are  rapidly  developed, 
should  render  the  diagnosis  ea.sy.  But  cerebro-spinal  meningitis 
also  has  its  seat  in  the  membranes  at  the  base  and  in  the  ventri- 
cles of  the  brain,  and  in  the  sub-arachnoid  of  the  spinal  chofd. 
It  is  also  sometimes  verv  acute  in  its  character,  and  sometimes 
also  occurs  sporadically.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  might 
very  readily  be  mistaken,  at  least  for  a  time,  for  the  tubercular 
variety.  However,  the  symptoms  do  not  long  run  a  parallel 
course. 

The  last  assertion  is  true  also  of  typhoid  fever,  which  as  here- 
tofore suggested,  may  be  mistaken  for  tubercular  meningitis. 
Typhoid  fever  does  not  very  frequently  occur  at. that  age  at 
which  tubercular  meningitis  is  most  common,  and  when  it  does, 
it  usually  runs  a  comparatively  uniform  course.  We  sometimes 
meet  with  aberrent  forms  in  which  the  bowels  are  confined,  with- 
out tympanitis,  without  the  rose-colored  spots,  without  the  en- 
larged spleen,  without  the  characteristic  tongue,  but  unfortu- 
nately for  our  greater  embarrassment — with  associated  tubercu- 
lar deposits  in  the  lungs  or  the  mesenteric  or  cervical  glands. 
By  a  careful  study  of  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  each  dis- 
ease only  can  we  surely  guard  against  error.  It  must  not  l>e 
forgotten  that  the  two  diseases  may  coexist  in  the  same  subject. 

PROGNOSIS. 

The  prognosis  in  a  fully-developed  case  of  tubercular  menin- 
gitis is  in  the  highest  degree  unfavorable.    Although  there  have 
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been  undoubted  instances  of  recovery  from  the  disease,  the  num- 
ber is  so  very  small  that  practicfilly  the  prognosis  is  bad.  It  is 
scarcely  possible,  as  has  been  suggested  by  another,  **that  re- 
covery should  take  place  with  the  pia  mater  loaded  with  irre- 
movable tubercles."  Gassicourt,  in  an  article  upon  the  subject 
of  the  curability  of  the  disease,  expresses  the  opinion  that  most  of 
the  alleged  cases  are  cases  of  meuiugitis  of  lifnited  extent,  aris- 
ing from  the  presence  of  tubercular  tumors,  syphilitic  gummata, 
cerebral  scleroses,  or -neoplasms  of  various  kinds.  Dr.  Whytt 
states  that  he  never  cured  one  of  his  patients.  Barthez  and  RiU 
'  liet  never  saw  a  case  recover.  Guersent,  who  had  large  experi- 
ence, considers  it  scarcely  curable  in  the  second  stage,  never  in 
the  third.  ' 

I  would  not  be  understood  as  inculcating  the  idea  that,  be- 
cause we  diagnose  a  case  of  meningitis  as  of  tubercular  origin,, 
therefore  we  should  fold  our  hands,  discontinue  our  efforts,  and 
leave  our  patient  to  his  fate.  There  is  a  possibility  of  mistaken 
diagnosis.  The  case,  after  all,  may  be  one  of  simple  meningitis,, 
and  consequently  curable.  There  is  hope,  also,  that  even  though 
the  patient  may  be  the  subject  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  and 
more,  be  the  subject  of  tubercular  deposits  elsewhere,  yet  tuber- 
cles may  not  have  been  absolutely  deposited  in  the  pia  mater; 
and  that  the  application  of  proper  remedies  may  prevent  it. 
Mv  course  in  these  cases  has  been  to  surrender  onlv  when  death 
stares  me  in  the  face. 

It  is  a  discouraging  fact,  but  one  well  recognized,  that,  if  by 
any  possibility,  the  patient  should  survive  an  attack,  he  is>  usually 
left  with  useless  limbs,  sightless  eyes,  deaf  ears,  or  impaired 
mental  faculties. 


TREATMENT. 


In  a  disease  which  when  fully  developed  is  so  universally — I 
might  say,  necessarily — fatal  but  little  need  be  said  of  treatment, 
except  that  which  may  properly  be  discussed  under  the  head  of 
prophylaxis.  In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  all  our 
efforts  should  be  directed  to  the  improvement  of  the  general 
health  of  those  children  who  are  known  to  be  exposed  to  attacks 
of  the  disease  from  heredity  or  other  causes,  or  who  are  of  them- 
selves in  impaired  health  or  afflicted  with  any  known  constitu- 
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tioual  infirmity.  Especially  should  this  be  CDforced  iu  families 
who  have  suffered  from  this  particular  form  of  tuberculous  dis- 
ease. Nutritious  food,  suitable  and  sufficient  clothing,  and  un- 
restricted exercise  in  the  open  air  are  absolutely  necessary.  If 
necessary  to  attain  the  latter,  a  change  of  climate  ought  to  be 
enforced,  if  possible.  The  mental  and  moral  faculties  should 
receive  proper  attention  and  direction.  The  precocity  which  so 
frequently  characterizes  children  laboring  under  the  scrofulous 
or  tuberculous  diathesis  should  be  repressed.  The  child  should 
be  taught  self-control  in  all  things.  Every  thing  calculated  to  ^ 
excite  the  passion  of  anger,  grief,  or  fear  should  be  avoided.  If 
old  enough  to  attend  school,  his  studies  should  be  so  carefully 
adapted  to  his  condition  as  to  require  no  great  mental  effort. 
The  hygiene  of  the  school-room  should  by  no  means  be  neglected. 

The  condition  of  the  digestive  organs,  the  skin,  the  kidneys, 
and  the  bowels  should  be  closely  looked  after,  and  any  departure 
from  healthy  action  promptly  corrected  by  appropriate  hygienic 
and  medical  agents.  For  pale,  anemic  children,  some  soluble 
form  of  iron  should  be  given;  and  when  there  is  lack  of  nutri- 
tion cod-liver  oil,  in  some  one  of  its  forms,  must  not  be  neglected. 
It  is  in  improvement  in  the  function  of  nutrition  that  change  of 
air  and  of  climate  sometimes  displays  such  wonderful  power. 

In  the  adaptation  of  our  curative  measures  due  regard  must 
be  had  to  the  constitutional  vigor  of  the  case  in  hand.  It  is  not 
the  removal  of  the  tubercles  which  we  hope  to  achieve  so  much 
as  the  abatement  of  the  inflammation  which  has  been  provoked 
by  the  deposit.  To  this  end,  local  abstractions  of  blood  by 
leeches  to  the  temples  or  mastoid  processes,  or  by  cups  to  the 
back  of  the  neck,  may  be  ordered  for  those  of  robust  constitu- 
tion, or  who  have  been  suddenly  stricken  down  iu  the  midst  of 
apparent  good  health.  We  must  never  forget  the  possibility  of 
mistaken  diagnosis.  For  simple  meningitis  this  is  our  surest 
remedy.  May  it  not  prevent  the  formation  of  tubercles  in  cases 
otherwise  predisposed? 

The  application  of  cold,  either  by  means  of  ether  spray  or 
cloths  wrung  from  cold  water,  or  what  is  usually  far  more  effi- 
cient, the  ice-bag,  is  indicated  in  the  early  stage  of  most  cases, 
regardless  of  age  or  previous  condition.  It  soothes  and  quiets 
the  patient,  mitigates  the.  headache,  and  tends  to  abate  the  fever. 
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This  remedy  ciui  be  beneficially  applied,  eveu  though  artificial 
heat  may  be  required  to  the  extremities. 

lu  tlie  earlier  stages  the  pain,  the  restlessuess,  and  loss  of 
sleep  will  call  tor  auodynes  and  sedatives.  To  meet  these  iudi- 
cations,  thd  bromides  of  sodium  or  potassium  are  called  for,  and 
iu  doses  of  sufficient  size  to  command  the  situation.  It  Is  some- 
times necessary  to  add  chloral  hydrate.  At  times  the  pain  be- 
comes so  excruciating  as  to  demand  an  opiate,  of  which  class 
Dover's  powder  U  perhaps  preferable. 

Constipation  is  best  overcome  with  calomel,  either  alone  or  iu 
unison  with  some  vegetable  cathartic.  Hyper-purgation  may 
do  ^Mtsitive  hann,  and  should  never  be  resorted  to.  Calomel, 
pushed  to  the  extent  of  ptyaiism,  as  was  formerly  the  fashioD, 
is  fortunately  the  fashion  no  longer.  In  my  opinion,  when  so 
used,  it  ia  an  agent  of  evil  only. 

Iodine,  in  some  of  its  forms — generally  that  of  iodide  of  po- 
tassium— ia  a  remedy  that  has  come  down  to  us  with  many  lauda- 
tions, but,  iu  cases  of  unquestioned  tubercular  character,  with 
but  little  proof  to  sustain  its  reputation.  Where  benefit  has 
been  observed,  a  mistake  in  diagnosis  may  be  suspected.  How- 
ever, I  am  iu  the  habit  of  prescribing  it,  and  frequently  in  asso- 
ciation with  the  bichloride  of-  mercury,  perhaps  for  want  of  some- 
thing belter  to  order. 

Counter- irritation  by  means  of  blisters  and  tartar  emetic,  upon 
Iwth  a  limited  and  unlimited  scale,  have  been  practiced.  From 
the  tartar  emetic  particularly  wonderful  results  have  been  claimed. 
I  have  never  seen  any  good  from  either.  In  the  earlier  stages, 
and  before  consciousness  is  lost,  they  give  pain,  and  heuce  in- 
crease the  discomfort  and  restlessness. 

The  use  of  inunction  of  iodoform,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  War- 
friug  in  au  article  in  the  JVetc  York  Medicai  Record  of  1S86,  has 
the  advantage  over  the  counter-irritant  plan  of  at  least  doing  do 
damage,  if  it  does  no  good.  The  Doctor  claims  success  In  five 
well -recognized  cases.  The  method  followed  by  hiui  consisted  iu 
shaving  the  scalp  and  smearing  it  liberally  with  an  ointment  oj 
iodoform,  grains  xv,  to  ^i  of  vaseline;  the  application  to  be  madt 
night  and  morning  and  carefully  protected  by  some  imperviabh 
covertDg. 

As  it)  the  case  of  most  intractable  diseases,  remedies  have  beei 
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multiplied,  of  which  I  might  make  an  extended  list,  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Academy.  Of  the  most  of 
them  it  can  be  said  that  they  have  been  tried  and  found  wanting. 

I  will  close  this  already  extended  paper  with  the  following 
suggestions :  * 

The  patient,  if  possible,  should  occupy  a  large,  airy  room  on 
the  quiet  side  of  the  house,  and  should  be  protected  from  light 
and  noise.  Hi^  diet  in  the  early  stage  should  be  light  and  unir- 
ritating,  and  of  easy  digestion,  strengthened  and  increased  aa 
the  case  progresses. 


JOTTINGS    FROM   MY    NOTEBOOK:    ECHOES   FROM 

THE    MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT   OF    THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TENNESSEE. 


BY   WILL   D.    HAGGARD,    JR.,    M.D.,    NASHVILLE,    TENN. 


Creasote  is  the  best  remedy  we  have  for  phthisis. — Witherspoon. 

Dr.  Handly  admonishes  to  be  careful  in  the  administration  of 
an  anaesthetic  where  cystitis  has  previously  existed. 

Prof.  Paul  F.  Eve  used  an  ice-bag  successfully  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  an  obstinate  hernia  that  was  not  reducible  by  other  means 
than  the  radical  operation. 

Prof,  Paul  Eve — Mr.  Escue,  I  will  escue  for  the  varieties  of 
benign  tumors,  sir,  please.  Now,  Mr.  Tullos,  will  you  tullos 
the  operation  of  lithotomy? 

m 

Doctors  are  prone  to  follow  preconceived  ideas  of  disease; 
after  they  get  the  theory,  they  will  reason  out  things  to  suit  their 
preconceived  views. — Cain. 

Professor — If  a  man  should  be  blown  up  in  a  quarry,  what 
would  do  for  him  ? 

Student — Wait  till  he  came  down,  sir! 

"All  who  expect  to  ride  on  my  train  must  be  ready  to  move 


-  *  ;• 
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vwbei)  tho  time  comes  to  start.     I  move  on  time,  and  regard  time 
of  all  things  the  most  important.'* — McCampbell.  , 

It  is  rumored  that  Professor  Stephens  alternates  theological 
•snd  obstetrical  questions  in  the  green-roony.     The  appended  is  a 
sample  of  the  answers: 
^  Question — Who  was  Esau? 

Answer — ^Esau  wrote  a  book  of  fables,  and  sold  his  copyright 
for  a  bottle  of  potash. 

For  run-down,  anemic  condition — chronic  chills — Dr.  Wither- 
spoon  sometimes  uses: 

K.     Ferri  sul])h.  exsic ^^i 

Quinia  sulph -. gr.  xl 

Pulv.  rhei gr.  xx 

M.  Et  fiat  pillulse  No.  40.     Sig.  One  pill  after  each  meal. 

In  congenital  club-foot  Prof.  Duncan  Eve  begins  treatment  at 
once,  as  the  foot  is  then  as  pliable  as  potter's  clay.  Several  full 
and  thorough  manipulations  each  day,  with  adhesive  strips  care- 
fully and  scientifically  applied,  are  simple  but  eifective  means 
when  religiously  followed  out.  • 

Professor  Glenn  finds  the  following  invaluable  in  the  success- 
ful treatment  of  impotence: 

Ijc.     Chloride  of  gold  and  sodium gr.  iii 

Sulph.  strych gr.  i 

Phosphate  zinc gr.  iii 

Ext.  damiana ^  i. 

M.  -and  ])Ut  into  30  capsules.     Sig.  One  three  times  a  day. 

In  simple  continued  malarial  fever,  erroneously  called  typho- 
malarial.  Professor  Witherspooii  considers  dicrotic  pulse,  cracked 
tongue,  and  great  svveating  as  pathognomonic.  He  treats  it  as 
follows:  First  by  hydrochloric  acid  and  sodii  bicarbonatis;  for 
three  days  large  doses  of  quinine,  but,  if  no  good  effect  is  de- 
rived, some  bitter  toaic,  or  muriatic  acid  and  arsenic  are  used. 
Cold  water  to  control  temperature;  ice- water  taken  freely;  milk, 
preferably  buttermilk.     Light  bread  prohibited. 

Rah,  rah,  ree!    Se-wa-nee!     The  University  of  the  South  has 
a  medical  department.     Hail  to  our  little  baby-sister!     She  will 
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make  her  debut  in  the  blossoming  spring-time,  and  be  nurtured 
on  the  crest  of  the  Cumberland  plateau.  That  we  find  ourself 
already  sincerely  attached  to  the  little  bud  of  love,  is  attested 
by  the  tact  that  she  has  chosen  from  our  faculty  three  of  its 
brightest  jewels— Professors  Cain,  Witherspoon,  and  Wood.  In 
borrowing  them  for  the  summer  months,  our  tenderest  hope  goes 
with  them,  and  we  shall  watch  her  progress  with  unfeigned 
solicitude. 

The  trials  of  a  medical  student  are  indeed  onerous.  He  poses 
perforce  as  a  student,  doctorem  in  arte  medendi  in  esse,  and  the 
expositor  of  every  thing  that  is  abstruse  and  mooted  in  his  pro- 
fession. The  laity  take  a  sinister  delight  in  propounding  the 
most  momentqus  questions  that  ignorance  and  inquisitiveness  can 
conjure  up.  They  ask  for  an  explanation  of  the  most  occult 
facts  in  nature,  and  the  poor  student  is  expectfed  U>  explain 
theories  and  demonstrate  facts  that  have  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  most  eminent  and  erudite  men  who  have  struggled  before 
us.  It  is  not  altogether  bad.  While  it  begins  a  practice  of  at- 
tempting to  explain  things  of  which  we  know  nothing,  still  it  in-« 
culcates  the  invaluable  habit  of  looking  at  things  in  a  catholic, 
independent  sort  of  way,  and  inspires  a  greed  for  more  specific 
and  definite  information. 


^arresfiondeme. 


COMPLIMENTARY—LA  GRIPPE— TYPHOMALARIAL. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Southern  Practitioner: 

My  Dear  Doctor: — It  is  1:30  a.m.,  and  not  the  first  intimation 
from  Morpheus  of  the  coming  of  **  tired  nature's  sweet  restorer." 
I  seek  to  put  insomnia  to  flight  by  taking  up  The  Southern 
Practitioner  for  January,  which  has  just  come  to  hand — a 
raost  welcome  visitor  at  all  times. 

In  turning  over  its  pages,  a  lithograph  attracts  my  attention. 
I  recognize  the  features  of  a  grand  old  patriarch  whom  I  never 
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had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  but  once — at  the  meeting  of  the 
State  Medical  Society  at  Nashville  in  1889.  Yes,  it  is  Dr.  Lips- 
comb !  How  vividly  my  mind  recalls  the  mental  vigor  displayed 
as  he  now  and  then  entered  into  the  discussions  of  the  different 
able  papers  as  they  came  before  the  Society  for  discussion;  espe- 
cially one  on  '*The  Treatment  of  the  Diseases  Incident  to  Preg- 
nancy," by  Dr.  J.  B.  Murfree.  He  has  fallen  into  that  *' sleep 
that  knows  no  waking,"  the  emblem  of  which  I  so  much  need 
and  desire  just  now. 

Of  the  editorials — for  which  I  always  look  and  generally  read 
first  of  all  because  of  the  lucid  and  practical  style  in  which  they 
appear  to  me,  perhaps  in  consequence  of  my  admiration  of  the 
author — ** Three  Epidemics  in  Two  Years"  attracts  my  atten* 
tion.  Had  all  the  victims  of  this  (to  me)  most  dreadful  visitor 
from  the  Czar's  domains  received  the  attention  that  your  scribe 
has  from  it,  you  might  have  materially  changed  your  caption, 
and  had  it  read  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  baker's 
dozen  epidemics  in  two  years.  At  one  time  he  sinks  his  cruel 
talons  into  one  part  of  my  anatomy,  and  next  time  into  another 
or  two  or  three  others.  At  this  particular  time  my  spinal  men- 
inges is  the  point  at  which  he  is  getting  in  his  fearful  work. 
Hence  these  long,  dreary  midnight  hours  and  this  most  obsti- 
nate insomnia. 

I  have  had  it  in  my  mind  for  some  time  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  profession  at  large.  For  years  the  profession  has  been 
dissatisfied  with  Dr.  Woodward's  nomenclature  of  a  fever  com- 
mon to  our  South-land,  and  which  many  times  has  been  the  bane 
of  my  professional  life;  for,  although  seldom  fatal,  it  often  taxes 
our  patience,  the  patient,  and  friends  to  the  utmost.  I  refer, 
of  course,  to  typho  -  malarial  fever,  so  called.  It  seems  that 
everybody,  including  Dr.  Woodward,  is  agr.eed  that  it  is  a  mis- 
nomer, but,  so  far  as  my  information  extends,  there  has  been  no 
substitTite  suggested  or  agreed  upon  by  the  profession  generally, 
which  seems  strange  ilideed  to  me,  in  view  of  the  fict  that  the 
characteristics  of  the  fever  of  themselves  are  suggestive  of  a 
name — a  name  that  I  conceive  to  be  suflSciently  sesthetic  to  meet 
the  fastidiousness  of  Oscar  Wilde  himself;  erudite  to  a  sufiicient 
degree  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  scholar;  scientific  to  a  degree, 
I  think,  to  satisfy  the  bacteriologists;  sufficiently  euphoneous  to 
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prevent  any  grating  on  the  tyrapani  of  the  most  sensitive.  Then 
certainly  a  name  that  is  at  the  same  time  sdsthetic,  erudite, 
scientific,  and  euphoneous  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  every  one 
concerned,  which  we  have,  I  think,  in  **asthenic  malarial  fever." 
If  not,  why  not?  Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  Morris,  M.D.    , 

Adamsviixe,  Tenk.,  January,  1892. 


eUcHons. 


Wanted,  a  Cure. — The  influenza  is  once  more  in  the  air, 
wafted  hither  and  thither  throughout  the  habitable  globe,  a  for- 
midable, disabliug  and  fatal  pandemic.  Once  more  we  are  ur- 
gently asked  on  all  sides,  **Have  we  a  specific?  Can  we  offer  a 
cure?"  It  is  the  old  delusion  and  the  everlasting  and  unreason- 
ing, but  excusable,  impatience  for  the  miraculous  and  impossible. 
•*  Disease  comes  by  Providence  and  goes  by  medicine;**  that  is 
a  durable  and  popular  formula.  Of  specifics  for  sale  there  are, 
of  course,  a  legion.  To  sell  them  is  the  business  of  the  quacks  : 
the  Matteis,  the  Holloways,  the  Morrisons  abound  in  specifics. 
There  are  a  dozen  available  for  cholera,  for  typhoid,  for  small- 
pox, for  hydrophobia,  for  cancer — all  equally  plausible  and 
equally  useless  except  for  commerce — and  why  not  for  influeuzaf 
But  is  there  a  specific  for  any  disease?     It  is  more  than  doubtful. 

The  more  we  know  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  disease,  of 
it«  origin  and  life-history,  the  less  we  are  inclined  even  to 
expect  the  discovery  of  specifics  Disease  we  know  not  as  an 
entity,  an  enemy  to  be  struck  down  with  a  club,  or  to  be 
expelled  by  a  drug,  but  as  a  process,  the  change  of  tissues  and  of 
fluids,  the  growth  of  a  microbe,  the  proliferation  of  a  cell,  the 
secretion  of  a  virus.  We  can  modify  the  processes,  we  can  lessen 
their  virulent  products,  we  can  fortify  against  their  worst  effects; 
we  can  aid  the  evolution  and  perhaps  guide  it  to  health ;  some- 
times we  can  arrest  it;  and  often  we  can  anticipate  it.  Thus  we 
know  how  to  ward  off  many  diseases :  Cholera,  typhoid  fever, 
small-pox,  hydrophobia,  they  are  the  enemies  we  meet  at  the 
gate  and  forbid  their   approach.     Deaths  from  either  of  these 
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preventable  diseases  are  for  the  most  part  violent  deaths,  inflicted 
by  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  the  neglect  of  the  sanitary  au- 
thorities. Populus  vult  mari.  In  their  search  for  specifies  they 
parley  with  the  enemy  and  lose  their  lives. 

Of  influenza  we  know  less  than  of  most  other  infections ;  it  is 
atrial,  communicable  from  person  to  person,  and  along  the  lines 
of  travel.  For  it,  as  for  scarlet  fever,  we  have  only  isolation  as 
a  preventative  and  palliatives  as  a  treatment.  Perhaps  one  da^ 
we  shall  see  more;  but  there  does  not  seem  any  likelihood  of  the 
discovery  of  a  specific,  and  judging  from  numerous  analogies,  it 
is  far  from  certain  that  there  is  in  this  any  ground  for  reproach. 
At  any  rate,  it  comes  badly  from  a  public  and  from  a  generation 
which  is  content  to  leave  Great  Britian  without  even  one  Insti- 
tute of  Preventive  Medicine,  and  which  is  left  to  an  appeal  for 
funds  from  a  Lister  and  a  Roscoe  to  found  such  an  institute — 
in  which  lies  the  chief  hope  for  further  life  saving  and  the  ad- 
vance of  preventive  and  curative  knowledge— while  millions  are 
lavished  on  weapons  of  destruction,  or  the  more  obvious  means 
of  charitable  relief  to  physical  suffering;  and  finally  on  the  pur- 
chase of  fradulent  ** specifies.'* — Brit.  Med,  Jour. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  chiMren  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasaut 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head  * 
.symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 


Sander  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 
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Ok  Taking  Fluid  With  Meals. — A  great  deal  of  misap- 
prehension 18  often  found  to  exist  in  the  popular  mind  in  regard 
to  matters  of  eating  and  drinking;  the  cause  of  this,  to  some 
extent,  is  to  be  traced  to  old-time  sayings  which  have  con^  down 
to  us  in  the  form  of  a  concentrated  infusion  of  somebody's  opin- 
ion upon  a  subject  of  which  he  or  she  was  woefully  ignorant. 
One  of  these  misapprehensions  to  which  we  may  refer  is  as  to 
the  injuriousness  of  taking  fluid  with  meals.     One  frequently 
hears  it  laid  down  as  a  maxim  that  'Mt  is  bad  to  drink  with  your 
meals,  it  diluteathe  the  gastric  juice."     By  way  of  explaniltion 
we  may  remark  that  "it  implies  that  the  fluid  taken  is  harmful.''' 
Whence  this  sagacious  postulate  originally  came  we  cannot  tell; 
it  has  quite  the  ring  about  it  of  an  inconsequent  deduction  formed 
by  a  person  whose  presumption  of  knowledge  was  only  exceeded 
by  a  lamentable  ignorance  of  the  subject.     Medical  men  often 
find  much  diQiculty  in  dealing  with  museum  specimens  of  anti- 
quated science,  for  even  educated  persons  are  disposed  to,  cling  to 
the  absurdki^s  of  their  youth.     Upon  this  matter  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson remarks  in  the  last  number  of  his  ''Archives":  **I  ob- 
serve with  pleasure  that  the  verdict  of  general  experience  and 
common  sense  has  been  confirmed  by  scientific  experiment  in  the 
matter  of  taking  fluid  with  meals."     Dr.  Tev.  O.  Stratievsky^ 
of  St.  Petersburg,  after  elaborate  trials,  has  found  that  fluids 
materially  assist  the  assimilation  of  proteids,  and  announces  the 
following  conclusion,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  no  future  experi- 
ments will  controvert:  **0n  the  whole,  the  widely -spread  custom 
of  taking  fluids  during  or  just  before  one's  meals  proves  to  be 
rational  and  fully  justified  on  strict  scientific  grounds.     To  take 
fluids  with  the  meals  is  almost  as  important  an  adjunct  to  diges** 
lion  as.  is  the  mastication  of  solid  food  preparatory  to  swallowing 
it."     It  is  obvious,  however,  that  there  is  a  limit  to  the  amount 
of  fluid  one  can  swallow  with  impunity — not  to  speak  of  com- 
fort— just  as  much  with  meals  as  at  other  times.     It  would  be 
dangerous  to  create  a  general  impression  that  fluid  is  good  with 
food,  irrespective  of  quantity.     It  is,  moreover,  a  well-sustained 
clinical  fact  that  an  excess  of  cumprandial  fluid  does  retard 
digestion  in  certain  people,  and  gives  rise  to  discomfort  in  most, 
A.  little  attention  to  one's  sensation  in  such  matters  will  far  bet- 
ter fix  the  desirable  limit  than  all  the  **data"  in  the  world. — 
Vedical  Press  and  Circular, 
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Who  Wouldn't  Like  to  be  a  Russian  Doctor? — Ad- 
vices received  at  St.  Petersburg,  January  27,  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Voronezh  show  that  matters  in  that  part  of  the  Ru&siau 
district  are  getting  worse.  The  peasants  have  become  exasper- 
ated by  their  sufferings  from  hunger  and  sickness,  and  in  a 
blind,  unreasoning  way  they  have  turned  their  resentment  against 
the  doctors  for  the  latter's  failure  to  effect  cures.  This  same 
course  was  followed  during  the  cholera  epidemic  which  ravaged 
that  part  of  the  empire,  and  the  doctors,  having  before  them  the 
memory  of  the  fate  of  the  medical  men  irt  the  cholera  years, 
have  fled  in  terror  from  the  ignorant  peasantry. 


I  liave  used  Peacock's  Bronjides  with  marked  success  in  cases 
of  hysteria,  cerebral,  congestion,  convulsions,  spinal  meningitis 
and,  in  fact,  all  nervous  diseases. — John  M,  Croft,  M.D,,  De- 
troit,  Mich. 

His  experience  has  been  the  same  as  njiue. — Deering  J.  Mob- 
erts,  M.D.,   Editor  Southern  Practitioner. 


Albermarle  Chemical  Co. — Gentlemen:  We  have  been 
using  your  Therapine  in  our  hospital,  and  find  it  equal  if  not 
superior  to  any  other  antipyretic  or  anodyne.  Its  action  is  quick 
and  efficient.  It  is  pleasant  to  take  and  so  far  as  we  have  ob- 
served, has  no  bad  after  effects. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.     C.    BUELL, 

Resident  Physician  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


I  have  used  the  Elixir  of  Three  Chlorides  in  my  practice  dur- 
ing the  last  six  months,  and  in  all  cases  to  which  such  a  preparation 
is  adajited  it  leaves  nothing  to  be  therapeutically  desired. — D. 
Stuart  Lyon,  M.D,,  Louisville,  Ky. 


Sander's  &  Sons*  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
.agents. 
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SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TENNESSEE. 

On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  February  23,  1892,  an  immense 
audience  of  the  most  enlightened  and  brilliantly-attired  citizens 
of  Nashville  filled  the  boxes,  parquette,  dress-circle,  family- 
circle,  and  gallery  of  the  Vendome  Theatre  to  wiiness  the  clos- 
ing exercises  of  the  sixteenth  annual  session  of  the  Medical  and 
Dental  Departments  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 

Promptly  at  8  o'clock,  while  the  orchestra  was  rendering  a 
very  choice  selection,  the  President  of  the  State  University, 
Prof.  Charles  W.  Dabney,  Jr.,  LL.D.,  Ph.D.,  accompanied  by 
Adjutant- General  Norman,  representing  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  and  the  entire  faculty,  entered  and  took  seats  upon  the 
stage,  which  had  been  tastefully  arranged  and  elegantly  decorated 
with  palms,  ferns,  and  other  green -house  plants.  A  large  and 
very  excellent  oil-portrait  of  the  late  Prof.  Paul  F.  Eve,  M.D., 
was  suspended  over  the  centre  of  the  semi-circular  row  of  seats 
occupied  by  the  faculty.  In  looking  at  this  faithful  representa- 
tion of  the  placid  and  intellectual  countenance  of  this  grand  and 
illustrious  surgeon,  one  could  not  but  think  how  gratifying  it 
would  have  been  to  the  original  could  he  have  but  witnessed  the 
magnificent  success,  of  the  institution  he  had  founded  as  evi- 
denced by  the  large  and  intellectual  class  of  graduates,  and  this 
grand  audience  of  Nashville's  best  citizens  who  were  present  in 
honor  of  an  institution  of  which  the  entire  State  may  well  feel 
proud. 

Rev.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  opened  the  exercises 
with  a  brief  but  appropriate  prayer. 

Dr.  Robert  B.  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  was  then  introduced  by 
the  President,  and  delivered  a  very  exceUept  valedictory  on  be- 
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half  of  the  dental  class.  He  spoke  quite  eloquently  on  *'The 
Unsolved  Problem  of  Life." 

After  music  bv  the  orchestra,  Dr.  James  8.  Ward,  of  Tenm»s- 
see,  was  introduced,  and  delivered  the  valedictory  address  repre- 
senting the  medical  class.  His  discourse  was  a  ^'^va  of  beautiful 
thought  and  tender  feeling,  delivered  in  distinct  tones,  with  well- 
modulated  voice,  appropriate  gestures,  and  in  a  most  eloquent 
and  impressive  manner.  We  can  but  regret  that  want  of  space 
prevents  our  placing  it  in  full  before  our  readers,  or  even  giving 
a  synopsis  of  its  choice  and  charming  expressions. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Dabney,  Jr.,  President  of  the  University, 
then  proceeded  to  confer  the  degrees,  in  his  usual  dignified  and 
courteous  style,  on  the  one  hundred  and  one  graduates  of  the 
Medical  Department  and  twelve  of  the  Dental  Department — 
each  one  going  upon  the  stage  as  his  name  was  called  by  the 
Deans  of  the  respective  departments  and  receiving  from  the 
hands  of  Professor  Dabney  those  magic  ** letters  of  mark"  and 
full  parchment  authority  entitling  him  to  all  the  privileges  of 
the  healing  art. 

9 

GRADUATES  OF  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 


Absher,  John  R Tennessee 

Acker.  Uarrj'  F Pennsylvania 

Adams.  William  J Texas 

Arrinirton,  James  Gray... Tennessee 

BamcH.  Livingston Tennessee 

Bennett.  Henry  M .......Texas 

BerrjhiU,  A.  D Tennessee 

Boze,  W.  Floyd Tennessee 

Burrow.  Arthur  Goodloe Alabama 

Caddell,  Stephen  W North  Carolina 

Camp,  Marion  Luther Mississippi 

Campbell,  Andrew  Johnson Tennessee 

Coyle.  James  Edward Illinois 

Crabb,  Robert  H Texas 

Cummings,  Hatch  "Whitfield Mississippi 

Davis,  B.  M Tennessee 

Deakins.  Walter  Pteston Georffia 

Dickey,  Samuel  L Texas 

Di.xon,  Andrew  J Kentucky 

Douglas.  Albert  Ellis Canada 

Eargle,  John  Harvey Georgia 

Easlev.  H.  Vincent Tennessee 

Edwards.  Thomas  W Kentucky 

Elmore,  William  Thomas Tennessee 

Escue,  Baker  Evan I'ennesHec 

Gaines,  Samuel  G Tonne}*see 

(iibson.  James  Robert South  Carolina 

Giles,  James  H Tennessee 

Goodwin,  Joe  Davis Tennep^ee 

Gregory,  Edward  Arnold Tennessee 

(iregory,  (leorge  William  A Texas 

(irider,  Frank Kentucky 

Haggard,  J.  B Tennessee 

Hargrove,  Wilbur  S Kentucky 

Harper,  Warren  A Texas 


Harrelson.  Augustus  M Mississippi 

Hatcher,  Abraham  Lowe Texa^ 

Hays,  Geonge  Stephens Tennessee 

Hill.  Lorenzo  Gordon Arkansas 

Hubbard,  J.  H Kentucky 

Huffman,  David  M Indiana 

Jaeger,  Louis  B WisooDsin 

Johnson,  W.  E Texa9 

.Johnson,  W.  Jeff Texas 

Knapp.  George.. Tennessee 

Kranzthor,  A.  S Germany 

Langford,  Marcus  Lee Texas 

Logan^ames  H Georgia 

Lyon.  Benjamin  Franklin Tennessee 

McClure,  James  Henry Georgia 

McLaughlin  J.  M Tenne^see 

McLaurin.  Duncan Mississippi 

MeNew,  Hugh  L Texas 

Martin,  Brice  ,1.  A Texas 

Maupin,  William  Austin Texas 

Mitchell,  Thomas  M Arkansas 

Moores,  J.  A Tennessee 

Morton,  Andrew  Wade Tennessee 

Murphy,  William  Alexander Texas 

Nort(»n.  .James  Wilson Tennewee 

Perry,  M.  Lee Texas 

Phillips.  Ed.  L Mississippi 

Pickett,  Nathaniel  Johnson Mississippi 

Pratt,  Robert  Cooper Tennessee 

Price,  Marion  Wilraot Arkansas 

Pruett,  D.  H Tennessee 

Purnell,  James  Daughrity Mississippi 

Putnam,  Ellie  H Kentuoky 

Putty,  Frank  M Texas 

Ray,  William  Benjamin Kentucky 
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Re.txel,  James  Robert North  Carolina 

Reve  ,  William  R Arkansas 

Richardson,  Jeremiah  J ..Tennessee 

Rose.  Edgar  Preston Kentucky 

Roquemore,  James  Lary Texas 

Rnsseil,  Stephen  Alvah Missouri 

Rii!<8en,  Holucious  h North  Carolina 

Rucker,  E.  P Kentucky 

Salmon.  William  Taylor Tennessee 

Scales,  William  Isaac Tennessee 

.Scheffer,  W^iliiam  Lewis Tennessee 

Scholes,  Charles  EL Tennessee 

Sharp.  James  C Tennessee 

>haw,  Marshall  J Alabama 

Slater,  Thomas  8 Texas 

Smith,  Tolbert  Clement .Texas 


Southall,  Samuel  Augnstus. Tennessee 

Sparks,  William  Joseph Texas 

Stanley,  Husph  Lawson Miraouri 

Strickland.  John  S Texas 

Sutton,  John  Wesley Tennessee 

Sympson.  William  Alexander Kentucky 

Tabler^.  H Tennessee 

Terry.  iPajrton  Reynolds Texas 

Topp,  Robert  Allison Tennessee 

Townsend,  James  Henry Tennessee 

Troutman,  Joseph  S Illinois 

TuUos,  Andrew  J Mississippi 

Walker.  Charles  Elmer Tennessee 

Ward,  James  Samuel Tennessee 

Webb,  A.  L Texas 


(GRADUATES   OF   THE    DENTAL    DEPARTMENT. 


Broaddus.  H.  1) Missouri 

Cowles,  E.  A Minnesota 

roykendall,  Marcus  A Michigan 

Crow,  Greenwood  W Pennsylvania 

(ialbreath,  Andrew  J Colorado 

Ilarrelson,  Ore  J Mississippi 


Harris,  Robert  B Tennessee 

Marvin,  CharleB  W Florida 

Middleton,  J.  W Missouri 

Moss,  Fred '....Missouri 

Roberts,  Ed.  M Alabama 

Swett,  Albert  8 Mississippi 


After  music  by  the  orchestra,  Prof.  T.  Hilliard  Wood,  M.D., 
proceeded  to  deliver  the  charge  to  the  class,  which  we  are  grati- 
fied to  place  before  our  readers  in  full  in  the  "Original  Depart- 
ment** in  this  month's  issue.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this 
gifted  and  talented  young  member  of  the  faculty  acquitted  him- 
self in  a  most  felicitous  manner — eloquent,  graceful,  and  digni- 
fied.    His  address  will  well  repay  perusal. 

Aft«r  another  beautiful  rendition  by  the  orchestra,  Prof.  J. 
P.  Gray,  D.D.S.,  proceeded,  in  appropriate  words,  to  award  the 
following  prizes: 

Medical, — Paul  F.  Eve  Faculty  Medal,  A.  W.  Morton,  Ten- 
nessee; Faculty  Second  Honor,  M.  L.  Perry,  Texas;  Fiaculty 
Third  Honor,  Livingston  Barnes,  Tennessee. 

Dental. — Robert  Russell  Faculty  Medal,  A.  J.  Galbreath, 
Colorado;  Faculty  Second  Honor  (Morrison  Bros.),  M.  A.  Coy- 
kendall,  Michigan;  Faculty  Third  Honor,  E.  A.  Cowles,  Min- 
nesota. 

Hospital  Appointments, — M.  L.  Perry,  Texas;  J.  M.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Tennessee;  E.  L.  PhilUps,  Mississippi. 

The  benediction  being  then  pronounced  by  Rev.  J.  Bunyau 
Stephens,  M.D.,  the  large  audience,  which  had  manifested  the 
greatest  interest  throughout  the  entire  programme,  retired  from 
the  auditorium,  many  of  them  bemsr  heard  giving  utterance  to 
most  complimentary  remarks  on  their  way  out. 

Quite  a  number  of  handsome  floral  tokens  of  esteem  were  pre- 
sented to  members  of  both  classes  just  before  the  benediction. 
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And  thus  has  closed  a  most  interesting  commencement  that 
will  long  be  remembered  with  delight  and  pleasure  by  all  who 
were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  present. 


A  SECRETARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Yes,  there  is  now  a  nearer  possibility  than  ever  before  of 
securing  legislation  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the  people 
of  this  great  country. 

Senator  Sherman  introduced  December  10  a  bill  to  establish  a 
Department  of  Public  Health  under  the  charge  of  a  medical 
officer  to  be  appointed  from  civil  life  by  the  President.  This 
department  shall  obtain  from  consular  officers  at  foreign  ports 
all  information  available  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
such  ports  and  places,  and  also  all  information  accessible  from 
State  and  municipal  authorities  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  places 
within  the  United  States.  All  information  gathered  to  be  em- 
bodied in  the  form  of  a  bulletin  and  transmitted  weekly  to  the 
marine  hospital  service,  collectors  of  customs,  and  to  State  and 
municipal  health  officers.  The  department  also  shall,  as  far  it 
may  be  able,  procure  and  tabulate  statistics  relating  to  marriages, 

•  births,  deaths,  the  existence  of  epidemic  and  other  con<iitions 
affecting  public  health.     The  department  will  cooperate  with 

,  State  Boards  of  Health,  the  Signal  Service,  medical  department 
in  the  army  and  other  branches  of  the  government,  and  utilize 
the  researches  so  as  to  make  the  department  a  repository  of  pub- 
lic sanitary  comfort.  All  rules  governing  the  service  are  to  be 
framed  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  and  are  to  serve  for  the 
instruction  of  consular  officers  abroad,  and  for  masters  of  sailing 
vessels  bound  for  the  United  States  from  foreign  ports. 

This  bill  has  received  most  favorable  endorsement  from  other 
United  States  Senators,  and  in  all  probability  will  pass  satis- 
factorily before  the  higher  branch  of  the  National  Legislature, 
there  being  a  Republican  majority. 

Now,  if  some  ''damphooP*  Democratic  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  mistaken  zeal  unfounded  on  reason 
do  not  defeat  this  important  measure,  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
movement  that  will  redound  in  great  good  to  the  citizens  of  this 
great  republic. 
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I  use  the  above  expression  in  regard  to  our  Democratic  repre- 
sentation in  the  Honse  of  Representatives  advisedly  and  know- 
ingly. Having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  grandest  Democratic 
demonstration  ever  witnessed  in  this  city,  immediately  preceding 
the  election  of  James  Buchanan  to  the  Presidency,  having  never 
voted  any  other  than  a  Democratic  ticket  in  my  whole  political 
life,  except  in  the  last  gubernatorial  race,  when  this  grand  old 
party  had  no  representative  as  its  standard  bearer  in  k  State 
campaign,  I  feel  that  I  have  a  right  to  use  just  such  an  expres- 
sion in  regard  to  those  **wild  and  wooly  Democrats  * '  who  act 
without  reason,  and  are  simply  subject  to  the  blind  influences  of 
prejudice.  It  is  to^be  sincerely  hoped  that  the  more  conserva- 
tive members  of  the  House  will  so  influence  their  less  reasonable 
brethren  as  to  induce  them  to  lay  aside  all  prejudice,  and  like 
men — representatives  of  a  great  people — unite  In  a  fair,  calm, 
and  rational  consideration  of  so  important  a  measure. 

For  many  years  I  have  been  much  interested  in  this  move- 
ment. In  my  address  before  the  general  session  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  at  its  meeting  in  Washington  in  1^84,  I 
devoted  the  greater  part  of  the  time  allotted  me  in  a  considera- 
tion of  this  subject,  and  advanced  arguments  that  have  not  yet 
been  refuted.  X  have  from  time  to  time  advocated  this  measure 
since,  in  the  editorial  pages  of  this  journal,  and  I  defy  any  one 
to  deny  or  adduce  argument  of  validity  in  refutation  of  so  ra- 
tional a  movement  of  progress. 

In  ray  private  correspondence  on  this  subject  I  had  the  state- 
ment from  one  high  in  authority,  a  recognized  leader  for  many 
years  in  the  Democratic  party,  that  "the  measure  was  a  danger- 
ous one,  as  it  might  interfere  with  the  time-honored  doctrine  of 
the  Democratic  Payty  in  regard  to  **  State  Rights."  Bah!  away 
with  such  sophistry.  Does  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States  in  any  way  interfere  with  this  principle?  There  he  has 
stood,  a  representative  of  his  party  for  years  past,  at  the  head 
of  the  legal  and  judicial  affairs  of  this  great  nation,  the  legal 
adviser  of  the  President  and  of  Congress.  Has  he  ever  dared 
to  step  beyond  the  protective  barriers  of  the  Constitution? 

Again,  it  has  been  suggested  that  the  appointee  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  might  not  be  a  suitable  or  an  efficient 
officer,  or  might  use  his  office  to  perpetuate  his  party  in  power. 
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Had  this  ever  been  demoustrated  as  a  matter  of  fact  iu  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  other  Cabinet  ofHcial  positions,  they  would 
have  been  abolished  or  modified  long  ago.  Yes,  as  with  the 
Department  of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  Army,  Navy,  Justice, 
the  Interior  and  Agriculture,  let  the  people  hold  the  President 
to  a  strict  accountability  as  to  the  capabilities,  the  qualifications, 
.and  the  integrity  of  each  of  his  appointees,  and  let  him  hold  the 
appointee  responsible  -  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  par- 
ticular ckpartment. 

If  epidemic  invasion  or  endemic  disease  had  any  respect  for 
State  rights,  there  might  be  some  slight  or  quasi  reasoning  ageinst 
this  measure  on  this  ground.  If  these  terrible  scourges  could 
be  controlled  by  individual,  local,  municipal,  county,  or  State 
officials,  then  there  would  be  no  reason  for  such  a  measure. 

In  the  early  days  of  this  republic  there  was  no  need  for  a 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  ''  yet  as  Time  put  his  sickle  in  among 
the  days,"  the  area  of  territory  and  number  of  population  in- 
creased, the  need  arose,  and  was  timely  met  by  the  members  of 
our  National  Legislature.  So,  also,  as  to  ,the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  And  now  that  we  have  increased  from  3,000,000 
to  nearly  70,000,000  people,  with  many  large  centres  of  dense 
population,  with  a  vast  influx  of  emigrants  continually  pouring 
into  our  ports,  with  our  immensely  increased  commercial  rela- 
tions' with  other  nations,  with  the  vastly  improved  means  of 
rapid  transit  from  other  countries  to  this,  and  from  one  part  of 
this  country  to  another,  there  is  a  most  imperative  demand  that 
a  measure  of  so  momentous  an  import  to  our  entire  people  should 
receive  that  consideration  it  so  justly  merits  at  the  hands  of  our 
law-makers. 

I  am  gratified  indeed  to  see  that  many  of  (he  leading  medical 
journals  have  recently  been  considering  this  subject,  and  favor- 
ably; and  I  sincerely  hope  that  every  member  of  the  committee 
appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, with  Dr.  C.  C.  Comegys,  of  Cincinnati,  as  its  Chairman, 
will  consider  this  an  individual  matter,  put  his  shoulder  to  the 
wheel  and  at  once  go  to  work,  and  continue  at  it  tirelessly  and 
unceasingly  until  we  have  what  our  entire  people  need,  irre- 
spective of  party,  creed,  or  previous  condition — ^a  national  Sec- 
retary of  Pul)lic  Health. 
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TENNESSEE  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY.  ' 

The  fifty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  this  grand  old  medical  organ- 
ization is  near  at  hand,  the  time  fixed  being  the  second  Tuesday 
in  April  (12th),  and  the  place,  the  beautiful,  romantic  and  most 
hospitable  city  of  Knoxville,  whose  citizens  have  no  equal  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  for  their  unlimited  hospitality,  and  a  courtesy 
and  gallantry  worthy  of  Admiral  Critchton  himself.  Of  the 
beauty  of  the  fair  daughters  ot  this  gem  city  of  the  mountains, 
words  are  incapable,  and  the  mind  can  only  conceive,  after  the 
eye  has  beheld,  the  extent  of  their  loveliness  and  grace. 

With  Penn,^of  Humboldt,  as  the  presiding  officer,  supported 
by  the  courtly  Witherspoon,  the  gallant  Lovelace,  from  the 
western,  and  the  talented  and  gifted  Ristine,  in  the  eastern  divi- 
sion of  the  State;  with  a  Committee  of  Arrangements,  composed 
of  such  men  as  Drake,  Deadrick,  J.  W.  and  R.  M.  C.  Hill,  of 
Knoxville,  it  would  be  incredulous  indeed,  nay  impossible,  to  ex- 
pect anything  except  a  most  satisfactory,  successful  and  enjoya- 
ble meeting. 

Then,  gentlemen  of  the  State  Society,  get  your  papers  ready, 
if  you  have  not  already  done  so;  get  your  wits  brightened,  knock 
the  dust  out  of  the  corners  of  your  minds,  and  off  your  best 
Sunday  clothes,  and  have  your  grip  timely  packed  in  readiness 
to  take  part  in  a  most  enjoyable  and  interesting  meeting.  Do'nt 
be  afraid  that  you  will  not  be  taken  good  care  of  by  the  goodly 
people  of  Knoxville.  All  who  have  ever  been  there  I  know 
will  strain  to  the  utmost  to  get  there  again,  and  those  who  go 
there  for  the  first  time  will  anxiously  look  forward  to  other  op- 
portunities in  the  future. 

I  confidently  expect  to  see  good  and  earnest  work  done  at  this 
meeting,  all  along  the  lines  of  medical  progress.  One  subject 
in  particular,  I  would  like  to  see  early  and  properly  considered, 
and  a  strong  and  emphatic  endorsement  given  to  the  creation  by 
our  national  government  of  a  ''SECRETARY  OF  HEALTH," 
a  member  of  the  President* s  cabinet,  legislation  looking  to  this  end, 
now  pending  before  the  United  States  Congress,  may  result  in  a 
success  that  will  prove  of  untold  value  to  the  men,  women  and 
children  of  this  great  country,  and  those  who  come  after  them, 
if  it  receives  that  endorsement  the  occasion  demands  from  the 
profession  throughout  the  Union. 
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Henry  vel  Hannah  Baz— "(iuEujuE  Un  Chose."— Our 
SiBte  Executive  recently  issued  a  pardon  to  the  individual  named 
above,  who  has  recently  been  adii.ltted  to  our  State  penitentiary 
on  a  one  year's  Bent«nce.  After  the  usual  examination  by  the 
Wanlen,  he  was  luiable  to  §ay  what  portion  of  the  prison  he  or 
she  should  occupy — whether  in  the  male  or  female  depni-tments. 
The  8urgeon  of  the  prison,  with  a  conservatism  that  is  commeud- 
ahle,  had  the  individual  examijied  by  ni^ore  than  a  baker's  dozeo 
of  the  leading  medical  men  of  this  metropolis,  including  three 
menibere  of  the  State  Board  of  Medical  Examiners.  The  case, 
presenting  such  marked  features  of  Hermapbrodism,  aud  the  cou- 
aultatants  not  agreeing,  holding  quite  diverse  views  in  regard  to 
the  sex,  our  worthy  Governor  solved  the  difficulty  by  cutting  the 
Gordian  knot,  issued  a  pardon,  and  discharged  the  convict. 

We  question  somewhat  the  propriety  of  turning  this  "thing" 
loose  upon  a  credulous  and  unsuspecting  public,  and  would  have 
suggested,  as  some  of  the  cousultants  are  quite  prone  to  use 
the  scalpel,  that  the  "thing"  should  have  been  made  to  decide 
whether  she  wanted  to  be  a  woman,  or  whether  he  desired  to 
be  a  man.  If  the  former  had  been  her  choice,  would  it  not  have 
been  better  to  have  enlarged  the  introitus,  and  removed  the  hy- 
pertrophied  clitoris?  If  the  latter  had  been  his  choice,  would  not 
a  plasti  operation  have  closed  the  vulvar  opening  and  per- 
mitted him  to  don  the  bifuricated  habiliments,  paid  his  poll  taxes 
and  become  a  voter?     More  anon. 


Five  Dollars, is  the  price  asked  for  the  following  means  of 
"  preventing  conception,"  according  to  one  of  our  exchanges: 
"The  Ladis  Friend," 

"Never  Catch  your  breath  when  thare  is  eny  danger  of  con- 
ception alwais  hold  your  breath  at  least  one  half  minute  at  the 
time  of  your  Hnsbans  discharge  and  the  conception  will  return  if 
you  will  follow  this  rule  I  will  garntee  you  not  bare  and  if  at  eny 
time  you  should  fail  to  bold  your  breath  take  a  cold  bath  anie- 
datly  after  intercourse. — H.  M.  Lewis,  in  Weekly  Med.  Review. 

Well!  They  generally  hold  their  breath,  if  the  "Huslwns" 
get  in  their  work  well — yet  the  babies  come  alle  somee!— [Ed.  S.'  P. 
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Treatise  on  Gynjscolooy,  Medical  and  Surgk.'al.  By  S.  Pozzi, 
M.D.,  Professor  Agrege  a  ia  Faculte  de  Medicine  ;  Chirurgien  de  IMIo- 
pital  Lourcine-Pascal,  Paris  ;  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  American  Gynae- 
cological Society.  Translated  from  the  French  edition  uiider  the  super- 
vision and  with  additions  by  Brooks  H.  Wells,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
Gynaecology  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic  ;  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Ob- 
stetrical Society  and  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine.  Volume  I. 
With  366  Wood  Engravings  and  Six  Full  -  pa^e  Plates  in  Color.  New 
York:  William  Wood  &  Company.     1891. 

A  grand  book,  a  magnificent  work,  a  most  excellent  produc- 
tion. As  showing  its  scope,  I  give  the  following' quotation  from 
the  author's  somewhat  lengthy  preface: 

**  This  work  is  the  result  of  several  years  of  practical  expe- 
rience as  chief  of  a  hospital  at  Lourcine  devoted  especially  to 
the  diseases  of  women.  The  materials  for  the  work  published 
by  Huguier,  Bemutz,  and  Goupil,  Alph.  Gu6rin,  De  Marti neau, 
and  their  pupils  were  gathered  from  the  same  field.  Thanks  to 
the  increased  facilities  offered  in  gynecological  surgery  by  the 
addition  of  the  Pascal  Annex,  I  have  for  six  years  been  able  to 
give  regular  gynecological  instruction.  Moreover,  the  kindness 
of  the  dean,  M.  Brouardel,  has  permitted  me  to  conduct  a  free 
supplementary  course  of  gynecology  at  the  Faculty  de  M^decine. 
The  lessons  there  given  have  served  as  an  outline  in  the  compila- 
tion of  this  book.  Furthermore,  I  have,  in  the  course  of  several 
journeys  abroad,  studied  the  methods  of  the  principal  gynecolo- 
gists of  England,  Germany,  and  Austria,  and  compared  their 
instructions  with  that  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris,  where  my  own 
studies  were  pursued. 

'*It  is  impossible  to  ignore  the  great  prominence  whieh  gyne- 
cology has  everywhere  assumed.  The  origin  of  its  rapid  progress 
is  easy  to  trace.  By  the  introduction  of  antisepsis  a  new  era  was 
opened  to  gynecology  as  well  as  to  general  surgery.  Active  in- 
tervention has  become  almost  free  from  danger  in  many  diseases 
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which  used  to  be  abandoned  to  palliative  or  disguised  expectant 
treatment.  Thanks  to  antisepsis,  new  operations  have  been  in- 
vented, and  old  ones  restored  to  favor.  §ome  of  the  latter  had 
been  boldly  conceived  and  brilliantly  performed  by  our  predces- 
sors,  but  the  terrific  mortality  due  to  surgical  uncleanliness  had 
caused  their  abandonment.  Such  was  the  case  with  ovariotomy, 
vaginal  hysterectomy,  curetting,  and  even  shortening  the  round 
ligaments;  their  present  use  is  merely  a  revival.'* 

This  is  all  very  good,  and  to  which  we  can  subscribe.  But 
when  he  speaks  of  operations  and  says  that  *  *  the  operation  for 
vesico- vaginal  fistula  was  first  establised  and  successfully  used, 
in  a  hitherto  unknown  degree,  by  a  Frenchman,  Jobert  de  Lam- 
balle,*'  ^hat  is  he  going  to  do  with  J.  Marion  Sims,  whose  pict- 
ure hangs  in  the  most  honored  position  over  my  desk,  who  with 
his  bent  spoon  gave  gynecology  a  name  and  a  place  in  the  arts 
and  sciences?  Ah,  Brother  Pozzi,  as  much  as  I  admire  your  fel- 
low-countryman, the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  to  the  devil  give  his 
due;  and  if  a  backwoods  doctor — one  of  those  who  studied  and 
read  and  pondered  in  their  lonely  rides  through  the  wilderness  of 
the  American  continent — has  had  **the  time  and  thp  occasion," 
let  him  have  his  due  credit.  If  not  in  their  day,  yet  still  as  I 
have  advocated  the  cause  of  Ephraim  McDowell,  so  do  I  now 
that  of  J.  Mariam  Sims.  Jobert  de  Lamballe  was  a  man  of 
original  thought;  but  J.  Marion  Sims  was  a  greater.  But  want 
of  space  preclude  a  further  diatribe  in  this  direction. 

I  have  said  that  Pozzi's  work  is  a  good  one — yes,  a  most  excel- 
lent one. 

The  translator  has  done  his  work  well.  He  is  like  the  author, 
somewhat  modest — that  is,  in  the  use  of  words.  But  we  will 
give  a  quotation  from  his  preface: 

**The  treatise  here  given  to  English  readers  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  work  on  gynecology  which  has  appeared  for  many  years 
in  any  language.  The  cosmopolitan  spirit  of  its  author,  shown 
in  his  exhaustive  research  and  judicious  appreciation  of  the  work- 
of  other  nations,  together  with  his  keen  and  mature  judgment  in 
utilizing  the  material  from  his  own  rich  clinical  fields,  make  it  a 
clear  and  reliable  guide  to  the  most  advanced  and  best  practice 
in  this  specialty." 

Well,  so  much  for  the  translator. 
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Revenouns  a  nous  moutouns!  Dr.  Pozzi,  while  quoting  from 
Miiiul^  and  even  Montrose  Fallen,  has  this  hit  at  Thomas  Addis 
Eraett:  **Thi8  pathological  importance  of  cervical  laceration  has 
been  brought  into  relief  and  certainly  exaggerated  by  Enimett, 
who  goes  so  far  as  to  say:  'The  half  of  all  uterine  affections  in 
women  who  have  kad  children  depends  upon  laceration  of  the 
cervix.  ^ 

Can  Dr.  Pozzi  contravert  the  observed  facts  of  this  great 
American  gynecologist? 

In  regard  to  the  reduction  of  a  retro-flexion  of  the  uterus  by 
'* spontaneous  reposition  by  air,"  in  which  he  gives  the  credit  to 
Courty,  is  he  right? 

While  iu  a  somewhat  cursory  examination  of  a  very  valuable 
contribution  to  gynecological  literature  I  have  made  some  ques- 
tions as  to  the  ground  the  illustrious  author  stands  on,  I  can  still 
class  it  as  a  most  excellent  j)roduction;  and  while  I  may  differ 
with  him  in  some  points,  I  must  acknowledge  that  he  gives  some 
facts,  some  idioms,  that  are  most  worthy  of  being  ''read  well, 
marked  well,  and  inwardly  digested.'* 

I  shall  look  for  the  appearance  of  Volume  II.  with  much  an- 
ticipation, hoping  that  will  prove  as  excellent  a  production  as 
Volume  I. 

Doctors  will  differ.  Yet  in  their  differences  may  we  not  hope 
that  good  will  result  to  the  public  weal  ? 

The  Diseases  of  the  Mouth  in  Children  (Non-suroical),  By  F. 
"FORCHHEIMER,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Clinical  Diac^ases  of 
Children,  Medical  College  of  Ohio;  Member  of  Association  of  Ameri- 
can Pediatric  Society,  etc.  8vo,  pp.  199.  Cloth,  $1.25.  Philadei])hia: 
J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.     1892. 

From  this  gifted  and  talented  author  of  one  of  the  new  crop  of 
book^  beginning  with  the  new  year  we  can  learn  much  that  is 
new  and  unlearn  some  things  that  are,  or  ought  to  have  been, 
obsolete  long  ago.  In  his  modest  preface  he  says:  *'The  eon- 
tents  of  this  little  work  were  first  published  in  the  Archives  of 
Pediatrics,  .  .  .  The  principal  object  of  the  work  has  been 
to  bring  together  the  facts  in  connection  with  diseases  of  the 
mouth  in  children,  which  has  never  been  done  before  in  the  En- 
glish language.  For  years  the  author  has  been  preparing  him- 
self for  this  work  by  collecting  clinical  material,  and  bis  work 
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will  not  have  been  in  vain  it*  he  succeeds  iu  helping  to  clear  lip 
the  confusion  that  exists  in  English  pediatric  literature." 

His  solid  facts  in  regard  to  lancing  the  gums  in  dentition  in 
themselves  are  well  worth  .the  money  expended  for  the  book,  or 
the  more  valuable  time  taken  in  its  perusal.  In  fact,  this  little 
monograph  teems  with  facts — as  observed  by  a  careful  observer, 
51  close  student,  and  a  most  capable  and  competent  clinician. 
Regretting  that  want  of  space  prohibits  a  more  extended  notice, 
we  can  most  cordially  and  sincerely  commend  it  to  our  readers 
as  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  a  well-written  and  most  inter- 
esting monograph.  Its  mechanical  execution  is  quite  in  keeping 
with  the  publishing  house  of  Lippincott  &  Co. 

Syphilis  in  Ancient  and  Prehis'ioric  Times.  By  Dr.  F.  Birkt, 
Paris,  France.  Translated  from  the  French,  with  Notes,  by  A.  H. 
Ohmann-Dumesnil,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Dermatology  and  Hyphilology 
in  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons ;  Consulting  Der- 
matologist to  the  St.'  Louis  City  Hospital ;  Physician  for  Cutaneous  Dis- 
eases to  the  Alexian  Brothers'  Hospital-;  Dermatologist  to  St.  Margaret's 
Hospital,  etc.  In  Three  Volumes.  Volume  L  8  vo,  pp.  226,  Price, 
$1.25.     Philadelphia  and  L<mdon:  F.  A.  Davis,  Publisher.     1891. 

A  most  interesting  little  work — a  most  valuable  contribution 
to  the  literature  of  medicine.  Not  only  interesting  to  the  med- 
ical man,  but  oE  absorbing  interest  to  all  readers.  8o  interest- 
ing, indeed,  is  it  that  I  defy  any  one  of  reasonable  intelligence 
laying  it  down  until  thoroughly  perused.  Dr.  Dnmesnil  has 
given  us  a  most  faithful  translation,  which  has  been  accepted  by 
the  author,  of  a  work  that  will  prove  of  great  interest  to  all  wjio 
will  but  open  its  pages.  The  eye  once  engaged,  the  mind  is  en- 
tranced and  a  wonderful  field  of  lore  opened  for  elucidation. 

The  Chinese:  Their  Present  and  Future;  Medical,  Political, 
AND  Social.  By  Robert  Coltman,  Jr. ,  M.D.,  vSurgeon  in  Charge  of  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital  and  Dispensary  at  Teng  Cho  Fu;  Ctmsulting 
i^hysician  of  the  American  vSouthern  Baptist  Mission  Society ;  Examiner 
in  Surgery  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye  for  the  Shantung  Medical  Class,  ett-. 
Illustrated  with  fifteen  photo-engravings  of  persons,  places,  and  ohjects 
fhanicteristic  of  China.  In  one  handsome  royal  octavo  volume  of  22(.> 
]>age8.  Extra  cloth,  price,  $1.75  net.  Philadelphia  :  The  F.  A.  Davis 
(Jom]»any,  Publishers,  1231  Filbert  Street. 

As  showing  the  scope  and  field  of  a  very  interesting  contribu  ' 
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tiou  to  the  scientific  literature  of  the  day,  we  quote  in  full  the 
author's  preface: 

**8ince  my  return  to  the  United  States  last  spring,  I  have  met 
many  friends,  in  and  out  of  the  medical  profession,  who  have  at 
various  times  pressed  me  to  write  my  experiences  in  Chinn,  and 
my  views  of  the  present  sitiration  there  and  the  future  pros- 
pects of  the  couutty.  I  have  tried  in  the  following  pages  to 
present,  in  the  briefest  form  possible,  the  answers  to  questiims 
constantly  asked  me.  The  illustrations  are  all  from  photographs 
in  my  own  collection,  most  of  them  taken  by  myself.  As  I  have 
resided  and  traveled  only  in  North  China,  the  reader  will  un<liT- 
stand  that  my  descriptions  apply  to  the  people  living  north  of 
Shanghai,  unless  explicitedly. stated  otherwise.'*  i 

Essentials  op  Medical  Electricity.  By  D.  I).  Stewart,  M.I).,  De- 
monstrator of  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System',  and  Chief  of  the  Neu- 
rological Clinic  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  etc.,  and  K.  S.  Law- 
rence, M.D.,  Chief  of  the  Electrical  Clinic  and  Assistant  Demonstirator 
of  Diseai^es  of  the  Nervous  System  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
etc.  With  sixty-five  illustrations.  12mo,  pp.  158;  cloth,  $1.  (Saun- 
ders' Question  Compends  No.  23.)  Philadelphia.  W.  B.  Saunders, 
Publisher,  913  Walnut  Street.     1892. 

A  very  excellent  little  work  on  electricity — one  of  the  hest  we 
have  seen  for  the  price.  Any  one  wishing  to  get  a  large  amount 
of  knowledge  in  this  important  field  for  a  small  expenditure  of 
time  and  money  will  do  well  to  buy  and  read  this  brochure. 

Consumption  :  How  to  Prevent  It  and  How  to  Live  Witmolt  It. 
Its  Nature,  it*  Causes,  its  Prevention,  and  the  Mode  of  Life,  Climate, 
Exercise,  Food,  and  Clothing  Necessary  for  its  Cure.  By  N.  S.  Davis, 
Jr.,  A.m.,  M.I).,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicin*.*  in 
the  Chicago  Medical  College,  etc.  8vo,  pp.  143;  cloth,  75  cents.  Phila- 
delphia: F.  A.  Davis,  Publisher,  1231  Filbert  Street.    .1891. 

A  very  excellent  little  volume,  giving  us  in  condensed  space 
some  trite,  but  no  less  valuable,  suggestions  in  regard  to  the 
dread  scourge  of  the  world.  It  cannot  but  be  read  with  interest 
and  profit  to  the  most  able  and  learned  practitioner,  and  to  the 
neophyte  in  medicine  it  will  afford  a  solid  foundation  for  success- 
ful practical  work. 
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The  Modern  Treatment  of  Hip  Dihease.  By  Charles  F.  Still- 
man,  M.S.,  M.D.,  Chicago,  Late  Professor  of  Orthopedic  Surj^ery  in 
the  Chicago  Polyclinic;  Fellow  of  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Medicine, 
etc.  12ino.,  paper,  pp.  118.  Price,  25  cents.  Detroit,  Mich.:  George 
S.  Dayis,  Publisher.     1891. 

This  is  a  very  excellent  number  of  the  Physicians'  Leisure 
Library  Series,  and  will  thoroughly  instruct  practitioners  and 
students  in  the  most  recent  views  held  by  orthopedic  writers  on 
the  management  of  chronic  articular  ostitis  of  the  hip. 

« 

Researches  in  Ei.ECTRo-AiiLOTROPic  Physiology.  Uses  of  Different 
Qualities  of  Electricity  to  Cure  Disease.  By  Jerome  Kidder,  M.I). 
8vo,  pp.  112 ;  paper,  price,  25  cents.  New  York :  Jerome  Kidder  Manu- 
facturing^ Company,  Publishers,  820  Broadway. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  little  pamphlet  that  will  prove  of 
great  interest  to  any  one  who  will  invest  the  price  of  two  good 
cigars  in  its  purchase  and  take  time  to  investigate  its  pages.     It 
contains  most  valuable  information  on  the  proper  and  correct- 
use  of  this  important  therapeutical  agent. 


Stricti-rb  of  the  Rectum  :  A  Study  of  One  Hundred  and  Thity-eight 
Cases.  Second  edition,  enlarged.  By  Charles  B.  Kelsey,  M.D., 
New  York.     8vo,  pp.  50,  leatherette. 

No  name  of  publisher,  no  mention  of  price,  but  we  suppose 
that  any  one  who  wishes  to  have  the  practical  views  of  an  au- 
thority on  rectal  stricture  can  obtain  them  by  addressing  Dr. 
Charles  B.  Kelsey. 

Disea.sks  of  the  Bladder  and  Prostate.  By  Hal.  C.  Wyman,  M.Sc, 
M.l).,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  Detroit;  Member  American  Medical  Association,  etc.  12mo, 
1»I).  132;  paper,  price,  25  cents.  Detroit,  Mich.:  George  S.  Davis,  Pub- 
lisher.    1891. 

We  have  in  this  number  of  the  Physician's  Leisure  Library  a 
compilation  of  the  best  ideas  concerning  the  injuries  and  diseases 
of  the  bladder  and  prostate.  The  views  of  the  author  are  prac- 
tical and  well  worthy  of  consideration. 
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0tiiginal  ^ammunicHiians. 


TAIT'S    FLAP-SPLITTINd   OPERATION  FOR   RESTO^ 
RATION  OF  LACERATED  PERINEUM. r^^ 


BY   W.    D.    HAGGARD,    M.D., 

ProjejtKor  nf  (nfnecohujif  and  JJinfatteA  of  Children   in  the  Mediral  Department 

of  the  Unirerttity  of  TenneH»ee, 


(Jentlemen: — The  case  before  you  this  morning  is  a  very  inter- 
esting one,  and  I  bespeak  your  closest  attention  while  Dr.  Stack- 
house  reads  you  the  clinical  history. 

E.  B.,  white,  female,  let.  26,   weight  115  pounds,  came  into 
the  hospital  January  2,  1892.     She  has  had  but  one  child,  which 
was  born  four  years  ago.     She  stayed  in  bed  but  four  days  after- 
confinement,  and  then  got  up  and  began  cooking.     Almost  at 
once  she  commenced  to  have  pain   in  pelvic  region  and  back, 
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-which  has  continued  ever  since.     In  about  two  mouths  the  cer- 
vix came  down  to  the  ostium  vagina. 

She  constantly  had  a  feeling  of  weight  in  pelvic  region, 
which  was  made  worse  by  standing;  and,  as  she  washed  and 
scrubbed  a  great  deal,  besides  cooking,  the  condition  became 
progressively  worse. 

Seven  mouths  after  delivery  she  had  complete  procidentia 
uteri,  which  continued  for  a  whole  year;  *the  womb  hanging 
down  between  her  thighs,'  as  she  expressed  it.  All  this  time 
she  continued  lier  work  as  best  she  could,  suflFering  excruciating 
pain  almost  all  the  time. 

It  was  one  year  and  seven  months  after  confinement  before 
♦she  consulted  a  doctor  for  treatment.  The  uterus  was  returned 
to  position  and  held  in  place  by  a  pessary,  which  she  was  wear- 
ing'when  she  entered  the  hospital.  As  the  perineal  support  was 
gone,  and  iis  she  w^as  compelled  to  continue  her  work,  the  pessary 
€0uld  not  cure. 

Her  pelvic  distress  continued;  she  was  progressively  losing 
flesh;  had  a  cough;  was  very  nervous;  had  been  sufiFering  with 
headache  almost  incessantly  for  a  month.  Once  fleshy,  she  is 
now  greatly  emaciated. 

Upon  examination  the  perineum  was  found  torn  almost  down 
to  the  rectum.  The  parts  were  flabby  and  pale;  little  tender- 
ness; very  little  leucorrhcea;  no  cervical  discharge;  but  a  slight 
bilateral  laceration  of  the  cervix.  The  vagina  had  come  down 
as  well  as  the  uterus,  the  cul-de-sac  of  Douglas  being  just  with- 
in the  ostium  vagina. 

She  was  prepared  in  the  usual  way  for  the  operation. 

This  poor  woman  is  indeed  in  a  sad  plight,  and,  after  four 
years  of  untold  suffering,  has  been  driven  to  us  for  relief.  Here 
w^e  find  a  most  distressing  sequelhe  of  the  mismanagement  of 
labor,  and  an  ominous  admonition  to  every  man  who  assumes 
the  responsible  position  of  accoucheur.  I  regard  the  relation- 
ship of  obstetrics  and  gynecology  as  that  of  mother  and  daughter. 
Much  of  the  work  of  the  gynecologist  is  the  result  of  accident 
or  mismanagement  during  parturition  or  the  puerperium.  I 
utter  this  with  all  deference  to  obstetrics.  I  have  a  great  rever- 
ence for  that  science.  My  work  for  many  years  was  in  that 
branch  of  our  profession. 
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But  I  forewarn  you  now  that  much  of  the  gynecological  work 
that  you  will  meet  will  l)e  the  consequence  of  accident,  misman- 
agement, and  neglect  in  the  lying-in  chamber.  Do  not  infer 
that  laceration  is  wholly  avoidable.  It  has  happened  to  me,  and 
I  fear  it  will  happen  to  you.  It  hai?  occurred  from  the  beginning 
of  time  until  to-dav;  but  I  do  contend  that  it  occurs  more  fre- 
quently  than  it  shouhl.  With  the  method  that  I  suggested  in  a 
paper  read  before  the  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  As- 
sociation at  its  last  meeting,  and  which  I  have  tried  to  explain  to 
you,  I  think  you  will  materially  lessen  the  number  of  lacerations 
in  your  obstetrical  practice. 

The  case  before  you  is,  in  all  probability,  the  result  of  neglect. 
I  doubt  if  the  physician  who  delivered  her  was  aware  that  she 
had  been  torn.  He  should  have  discovered  it,  and  performed 
the  primary  operation,  to  wliidi  your  Profest^or  of  Obstetrics  has 
called  vour  attention. 

Ansesthesia  is  complete;  the  patient  is  put  in  the  lithotomy 
position,  and  this  very  convenient  contrivance,  called  Kelley's 
leg-holder,  adjusted.  Each  leg  is  encircled  by  a  band  just  be- 
low the  knee,  attached  to  which  is  a  cross-piece  which  will  ex- 
tend at  pleasure  by  turning  this  screw.  The  legs  are  forced 
asunder  and  flexed  by  means  of  this  strap,  which  passes  around 
the  patient's  shoulder  and  is  attached  to  the  leg-bands.  This 
relieves  the  nurses  of  the  trying  ordeal  of  holding  the  legs. 

The  vagina  has  been  previously  douched  in  preparing  the  pa- 
tient for  the  operation ;  but  before  beginning,  and  to  make  as- 
surance doubly  sure,  I  carefully  swab  out  the  vagina  with  a 
pledget  of  cotton  saturated  in  bichloride  solution  of  1.1000. 

In  the  centre  of  the  recto-vaginal  septum  with  a  sharp  scalpel 
I  make  a  slight  transverse  incision  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
deep.  My  left  index-finger,  you  observe,  is  in  the  rectum.  C'fire 
must  be  taken  not  to  make  the  incision  too  deep.  Dr.  Mund^ 
reports  a  case  in  which  there  was  septicemia,  followed  by  death, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  depth  of  his  incision.  The  vaginal 
flesh  is  raised  with  a  tenaculum,  while  Dr.  Brower  retracts  the 
inferior  flap. 

Beginning  at  one  extremity  of  the  transverse  incision,  with  a 
pair  of  scissors,  passing  under  the  labia,  a  longitudinal  incision  is 
made,  corresponding  in  height  to  the  point  where  you  wish  your 
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posterior  coniniissure  to  be.  A  similar  iiicisiou  is  made  on  the 
opposite  labia,  and  I  am  done  with  the  cutting.  A  continuous 
irrigation  of  sublimate  solution  (1.5000)  has  been  employed. 
You  can  but  appreciate  the  perfect  simplicity  of  the  operation. 
Moreover,  it  can  be  despatched  with  amazing  celerity,- some  oper- 
ators requiring  but  ten  minutes  to  perform  it. 

The  hemorrliage  has  been  very  slight,  and  having  now  about 
subsided,  I  will  proceed  to  bring  the  tissues  together.  I  use  a 
slightly-curved  needle,  threaded  with  antiseptizized  cat-gut  for 
the  sutures.  The  needle  is  inserted  just  within  the  wound  and 
emerges  on  the  opposite  side  almost  to  the  skin.  IMunde  prefer* 
to  take  in  the  integument  also,  but  I  will  follow  Mr.  Tait's  plan. 
Keep  your  stitches  in  the  recto-vaginal  septum.  *vAn  ounce  of 
prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure,'*  you  know;  so  be  careful 
not  to  perforate  the  rectum,  as  a  recto-perineal  fistula  is  an  ugly 
complication. 

AVe  are  taking  the  stitches  as  high  up  as  possible,  being  de- 
sirous of  making  a  good  perineum  for  the  support  of  the  uterus. 
The  five  sutures  are  now  knotted,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
troduce  several  superficial  sutures  to  correct  the  almost  inevitable 
puckering  and  Jto  more  closely  coapt  the  edges  of  the  wound. 
Remember  to  bring  all  the  tissue  together  possible  to  form  a 
buttress  for  the  support  of  the  pelvic  organs. 

We  will  resume  the  irrigation  again  before  making  the  dress- 
ing. The  dressing  will  be  simple.  The  wound  will  first  be 
dusted  with  iodoform,  then  the  gauze  applied.  A  pad  of  ab- 
sorbent cotton  completes  the  toilet,  held  firmly  by  a  snugly- 
fitting  T  bandage. 

Her  thighs  will  be  bound  together.  Diet  ordered  bland  and 
liquid.  Catherization  will  be  employed  if  she  is  unable  to  mic- 
turate, and  bowels  moved  on  third  or  fourth  day. 

While  the  dressing  is  being  made,  let  me  say  a  few  words  in 
regard  to  the  primary  operation.  Let  me  implore  you  to  make 
an  occular  examination  after  every  parturition,  and,  if  your  pa- 
tient is  torn,  repair  it  immediately.  The  genitals  are  so  be- 
numbed thai  she  will  not  feel  the  three  or  four  stitches  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make.  It  closes  in  forty-eight  hours,  before 
the  lochial  discharge  appears,  and  there  is  very  little  danger  of 
septic  trouble. 
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Some  physicians  have  a  Ktereotyped  way  of  saying  that  they 
never  had  a  lacerated  perineum.  Why?  1*11  tell  you.  Because 
they  don't  look!  I  urge  you  to  look,  and  be  ready  to  repair  the 
mischief. 

The  advantages  of  to-day's  operation  are  obvious.  There  is 
no  los.'j  of  structure.  All  the  tissue  is  there  that  }ou  began  with. 
If  the  operation  proves  a  failure,  you  have  lost  nothing.  Should 
you  have  occasion  to  perform  the  secondary  operation,  I  recom- 
mend this  method  to  you  most  heartily. 

[Latkk  Note. — Patient  made  an  uninterrupted  recovery. 
Stitches  were  removed  on  eighth  <lay,  and  she  was  discharged 
from  the  hospital  three  weeks  later.] 


•CANTER    OF    THE    STOMACH— KEPORT  OF    A  CASE, 

WITH  AUTOPSY. 


IJY    DK.    WM.    BOYD,    OF    DONKLSON,    TENN. 


The  case  here  reported  occurred  in  the  person  of  — .  — .,  white, 
aged  33  years.     Up  to  two  years  ago  he  was  apparently  a  very 
stout,  robust,  healthy  man,  weighing  over  two  hundred  pounds. 
I  was  called  to  see  him   in  August,  1891.     Was  much  surpri.^ed 
to  see   him  so  changed  from  what  he  was  formerly.     He  stated 
that  he  had   been   suffering   from  indigestion  for  a  considerable 
time,  nearly  a  year,  perhaps.     He  had  been,  and  was  still,  tak- 
ing medicine  for  the  same.     Had  been  attending  to  his  business 
(he   being  a  stock  or  cattle  trader)  pretty  well  the   whole  time. 
Was  at  this  time  in  bed;  his  temperature,  over  100;  pulse  fre- 
(juent;  bowels  somewhat  constipated,  and  suffering  at  times  with 
very  great  pain  in  the   left   hypochondriac  region,  so  severe  at 
times  as  to  prevent  his  straightening   up,  leaning   forward  and 
leftward  upon  trying  to  walk.     He  was  not  at  this  time  troubled 
a  great  deal  with  vomiting,  but  his  appetite  was  bad,  skhi  rather 
yellow,  and  tongue  coated  with  rather  whitish  coating.      Upon  a 
physical  examination  of  the  stomach,  there  was  discovered  in  the 
epiga.stric  region  a  hard,  rather  smooth  tumor,  apparently  one 
and  a  half  or  two  inches  in  diameter;   movable   somewhat,   and 
^almost  unyielding  to  the  touch.     Suspecting   and    fearing    the 
grave  nature  of  the  case,  the  following  suggestions  and  prescrip- 
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tious  were  made:  Leave  off  all  mediciDea,  except  such  ^s  might 
assist  in  digestion,  use  mild,  nutritious  diet,  apply  a  blister  two 
aud  a  halt'  by  four  iuches  over  the  induration,  and  evacuate  the 
bowels  daily  by  warm-water  injections.  Following  this  there 
was  some  amelioration  of  the  symptoms,  and  the  patient  passed 
from  under  mv  observation  in  a  few  davs.  He  went  off  to  some 
watering  place,  carrying  out,  as  I  was  informed,  the  principal 
suggestions  given  above.  However,  while  at  the  spring?*,  he  had 
another  attack  of  severe  pain  in  about  the  same  region  as  before. 
Bv  a  continued  use  of  the  counter-irritants  over  the  stonuich,  the 
use  of  lactopeptine,  and  the  warm-water  injections,  he  was 
thought  to  improve  some,  even  gained  in  weight.  There  was 
never,  however,  at  any  time  any  thing  near  a  normal  action  of 
the  stomach.  I  saw  but  little  of  him  until  about  the  middle  of 
December,  when  I  was  called  to  him  in  the  night.  The  tumor 
I  found  was  much  larger  than  in  August,  and,  while  his  friends 
tried  to  persuade  themselves  that  he  had  been  much  better,  in  the 
main  I  could  not  so  consider  it.  Loss  of  appetite,  constant  re- 
jection of  what  little  food  he  did  take,  cachexia,  slight  fever, 
constipated  bowels,  progressive  emaciatioa,  increa.sing  debility, 
all  steadily  taking  hold  on  him,  made  me  fear  for  him. 

With  a  little  extra  care  in  the  selection  of  diet,  application  of 
ioiline,  and  a  few  simple  remedies  addressed  to  his  gastric  dis- 
tress, he  again  got  out  and  tried  to  resume  business.  During 
this  attack,  or  exaggeration  of  symptoms,  I  saw  him  only  three 
times. 

Again,  about  the  middle  of  January,  1892,  I  was  callecf  to  him. 
The  induration  in  the  epigastrium  was  larger  than  ever.  The 
vomiting  more  distressing,  the  emaciation  progressing  rapidly, 
and  general  debility  increasing  fast.  The  matter  ejected  was  of 
a  dark,  dirty  appearance,  and  very  sour.  The  hardness  seemed 
to  extend  more  to  the  left  side,  and  there  was  inability  to  lie  on 
right  side.  Upon  trying  to  lie  on  right  side  patient  complained 
of  a  **stretching"  or  * 'tearing''  pain  in  left  side;  hence,  from 
this  on  through  his  entire  sickness  he  lay  on  his  left  side.  The 
temperature  at  this  time  was  subnormal,  sometimes  reading  a* 
low  as  97°,  or  even  less  than  that  a  time  or  two. 

Prognosis  at  this  time  decidedly  more  unfavorable  than  on  any- 
previous  occasion.     I   had  been  fearing  the  developments  since 
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the  first  observance  of  tumor  in  August.  Only  two  weak  points 
were  now  left  to  bar  the  conclusion  that  it  was  malignant — 
namely,  his  age,  and  not  being  able  to  trace  any  hereditary  in- 
fluences. At  this  juncture  Dr.  W.  T.  Briggs  was  called  in. 
He  diagnosticated  malignant  tumor  of  stomach,  involviug  also 
part  of  liver,  the  two  being  massed  together. 

From  this  time  forward  all,  or  nearly  all,  food  was  kept  out  of 
.stomach,  the  patient  being  sustained  by  rectal  alimentation.  The 
nausea  and  vomiting  being  allayed  for  awhile  by  such  abstinence 
and  the  repeated  use  of  large  blisters  over  the  stomach.  Grow- 
ing weary  and  impatient  under  the  gradual  emaciation  and  in- 
creasing debility,  Dr.  J.  Bunyan  Stephens,  a  friend  and  former 
physician  to  the  family,  w^as  called.  Regarding  the  case  a  very 
grave  one — almost  without  a  doubt  as  to  its  malignancy,  yet 
offering  as  much  encouragement  as  he  could  consistently,  on  ac- 
count of  the  patient's  age,  and  the  lack  of  traceable  malignant 
hereditament,  he  brought  Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts  with  him  to 
see  tbe  case.  The  opinion  of  the  latter  wjis  firm  and  decided  as 
to  its  being  cancer  of  the  lesser  curvature  of  the  stomach. 

All  hope  of  ever  seeing  the  poor  fellow  recover  being  now 
abandoned,  the  only  thing  left  was  to  prolong  his  life  as  far  as 
we  could,  and  to  endeavor  to  make  him  comfortable.  This  was 
carried  out  by  enemas  of  peptonized  milk,  with  whisky  and  liquid 
beef  peptonoids,  alternately  every  five  or  six  hours,  wiih  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  mur.  morphine  to  keep  him  quiet,  and  to  keep 
down  severe  pain.  He  died  P'ebruary  18,  1892,  after  a  gradual 
decline  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  months. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  was  comparatively  little  con- 
tinuous pain,  and  only  paroxymal  in* the  stomach  throughout  the 
entire  course  of  the  disease.  The  severe  pains  at  several  times 
in  the  left  side  were  doubtless  caused  by  the  inflammatory  process, 
which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  adhesions  revealed  in  that 
region  by  the  autopsy.  These  adhesions  also  account  for  the 
'^stretching"  pains  complained  of  when  the  patient  would  try  to  • 
lie  on  his  right  side.  No  trace  of  cancer  in  the  family,  and  this 
occurrence  in  the  stomach  at  the  rather  early  age  of  33  years, 
adds  interest  to  the  case. 

The  autopsy  revealed  the  nature  of  the  malady  with   satisfac- 
tion to  the  attending  physicians  and  the  patient's  family. 
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AUTOrSY    BY    J.    H.    (ilLES,    M.I)., 

In  the  presence  of  Dr.  Wm.  Boyd,  Prof.  J.  Bunyan  Stephens, 
M.D.,  and  Dr.  Deeriug  J.  Roberts,  I  made  an  autopsy  at  7:3(> 
a.  m.,  Feb.  19,  ult.,  in  the  case  of  — .  — .,  so  graphically  re- 
ported  above  by  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  W.  Boyd.  The 
subject  showed  some  emaciation,  but  if  one  had  not  known  that 
he  had  when  in  health  averaged  a  weight  of  200  lbs.,  it  would 
not  have  been  considered  as  marked.  There  was  no  great  <le- 
gree  of  flabbiness  of  tissues,  the  loss  of  weight  having  been  .-o 
gradual,  the  natural  contractility  of  the  tissues  had  evidently 
kept  pace  with  it.  In  other  words,  the  body  showed  the  appear- 
4ince  of  a  moderately  but  not  exceptionally  lean  man,  of  an  ap- 
parent weight  of  about  140  to  150  lbs.  Rigor  mortis  well 
marked. 

Deeming  it  unnecessary  to  explore  the  cranial,  spinal,  or  tho- 
racic cavities,  as  no  indications  had  been   shown  during  the  i)ro- 
gress  of  the  case  of  morbid  conditions  in  either,  1  made  a  longi- 
tudinal incision  through  the  abdominal  walls  fnmi  the  ensiform 
cartilage  to  the  left  of,  and  several  inches  below  the  umbilicus, 
revealing  a  limited    amount  of  subjacent  adipose  tissue.     Thi.> 
was  bisected  by  a  transverse  incision  through  the  al)dominal  walls, 
extendii^  from   right  to  left  hypochondriac  region,  a  few  inches 
above  the  umbilicus.     The  right  upper  and  lower  flap,  with  the 
left  lower  flap,  were  easily  raised  and  the  alxlotninal  viscera  suli- 
jacent  readily  exposed.     The  snuiU   intestines   seemed   empty  of 
fluid  or   solid   contents,  and   but  slightly  distended  with  gas,  as 
were  the   large  intestines.      Upon   attempting   to  raise  the  left 
upper  flap,  I  found  it  closely  adherent  to  subjacent  viscera,  and 
upon  trying  to  separate  these  dense,  firm  adhesions  an  opening 
was  made  into  the  stomach,  just  to  the  left  of  the  cardiac  orifice, 
from   which   oozed  a  dark,  dirty  grumous  fluid,  evidently  coni- 
.    posed  of  disintegrated  blood,  mingled  with  cancerous  detritus. 
The  transverse  colon  showed  no  indication  of  morbid  involve- 
ment.   The  anterior  edge  of  the  right  lobe  of  tlie  liver,  from  its  left 
extremity,  extending  about  four  and  a  half  or  {\\e  inches  to  the 
right,  and  from  one  to  one  and  a  half  inches  backward  was  indu- 
rated and  to  some  extent  interspersed  with  hard  schirrhus  nodules. 
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The  eiitire  left  lobe  was  iiornml,  as  well  as  at  least  two-thirds  to 
three-fourths  of  the  right  lobe.  Gall-bladder  coutained  a  reason- 
able quantity  of  bile,  but  showing  nothing  out  of  the  usual  con- 
dition-. 

The  brunt  of  the  dii;ea.se  as  shown  by  the  autopsy,  from  be- 
ginning to  finish,  seeming  to  have  been  sustained  by  the  lesser 
curvature  of  the  stomach.  • 

Upon  passing  a  finger  into  the  orifice  in  the  stomach  made  by 
the  scapel  while  separating  this  organ  from  its  adhesions  at  the 
junction  of  the  left  part  of  epigastric  region  with  left  hypochon- 
driac, and  while  the  organs  were  in  situ,  the  cardiac  orifice 
appeared  normal — no  contraction  or  induration,  no  stenosis — the 
same  may  be  said  of  the  pyloric  extremity,  into  each  of  these  ori- 
fices the  fore/inger  entered  readily  and  no  manifestations  of  dis- 
ease could  l)e  detected.  The  cardiac  extremitv  of  the  stomach, 
as  well  as  the  greater  curvature,  exploring  well  up  for  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  stomach- wall,  anterior  and  posterior,  showed 
no  indications  of  morbid  development. 

Along  the  lesser  curvature,  however,  from  just  to  the  left  of 
the  (esophageal  opening  to  within  about  an  inch  and  a  half  of 
the  pyloric  extremity  was  a  mass  of  schirrhus  induration,  thick- 
ened, papillomatous,  and  disintegrating,  clearly  of  cancerous 
development,  extending  downwards  on  each  side,  occupying  about 
one-third  the  diameter  of  the  stomach  along  the  lesser  curvature. 

A   complete  and  thorough  investigation  satisfied  njyself  and 
the  medical  gentlemen  present  that  it  was  a  case  of  nmlignant 
disease  beginning  in  the  lesser  curvature  of   the  stomach  and 
limited  to  that  portion  of  the  viscera,  with  the  subsequent  in- 
volvement of  the  anterior  border  of  right  lobe  of  the  liver  and 

ft 

abdominal  wall  in  left  liypochondriac  region  from  contiguity. 

The  case,  as  its  clinical  history  shows,  was  a  most  interesting 
•one.  The  only  occasional  attacks  of  pain  —  pain  being  usually 
regarded  as  diagnostic  of  malignant  disease;  the  absence  of 
heredity,  and  the  age  of  the  patient.  Another  interesting  part 
is  the  limitation  of  the  disease  to  the  lesser  curvature  without 
involvement  of  the  pyloric  extremity  —  a  locality  so  prominent 
as  a  seat  of  carcinoma,  nor  was  the*  cardiac  orifice  encroached 
upon  in  the  least.  The  patient  showed  during  his  course  of  ill- 
ness  no  marked   indications  ot    hepatic  disorder — there   being 
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enough,  or  more  than  enough,  of  sound  liver  tissue  to  subserve 
the  purposes  of  his  economy. 

The  stretching,  dragging  pains  he  complained  of  when  lying 
on  the  right  side  could  easily  be  accounted  for  when  the  scalpel 
revealed  the  matting,  the  blending  together  by  heterologous 
growth  of  the  movable  visceral  walls  of  the  stomach  with  the 
anterior  abdominal«^vul]. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  GALL-STONES,  AVITH  CASES.* 


HY    W.    K.    n.    DAVIS,    M.l).,    OF    ROME,    (lA. 


The  treatment  during  the  attacks  consisted  in  hypodermics  of 
morphine  and  atropine,  with  the  use  of  ether  and  chloroform, 
until  the  other  remedies  have  had  time  to  take  effect.  It  is  usu- 
ally soothing  to  place  the  patient  in  a  hot  bath,  and  large  draughts 
of  hot  water  will  relieve  the  distressing  nausea.  After  gall- 
stones have  formed,  experience  does  not  warrant  us  in  placing 
confidence  in  medical  treatment  for  their  cure.  The  sweet-ofl 
draughts,  as  has  been  abundantly  shown,  only  becomes  saponified 
and'give  rise  to  stone-like  masses.  Turpentine,  chloroform,  and 
wild  yam  are  not  curative.  Perhaps  something  may  yet  be 
found  that,  when  injected  into  the  bladder,  will  dissolve  the 
stones.  Tins  is  especially  desirable  for  stones  located  in  the 
ducts.  It  would  seem  that  medical  -treatment  would  prevent 
their  formation,  but  so  far  there  is  no  very  good  evidence  to 
show  that  anv  medicine  has  this  effect. 

A  stone  in  the  gall-bladder  produces  such  a  condition  as  to- 
favor  the  formation  of  other  stones.  And  after  the  operation 
for  the  removal  of  the  stone  and  the  relief  of  the  local  condition, 
we  have  no  return  of  the  disease  except  in  a  small  per  cent,  of 
cases.  This  is  so  in  those  cases  in  which  stones  had  been  form- 
ing rapidly  before  the  operation,  and  would  go  far  to  show^  the 
importance  of  the  local  causes  of  the  disease.  Then,  in  addition 
to  general  tonics,  iron,  phosphate  of  soda,  mineral  watei's,  etCr 
our  dependence  must  be  placed  on  operative  procedures. 

*Abstrac't()f  a  paper  read  at  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Surgical  and  frvneeoiogical  ABHociation. 


ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS DAVIH.  159 

III  some  cases  it  may  be  difficult  or  even  impossible  to  make 
a  diagnosis  of  gall-stones,  but  it  has  been  said  very  correctly  that 
the  luistake  is  much  oFtener  made  in  calling  gall-stones  something 
else  than  in  calling  something  else  gall-stones.  Paroxysms  of 
epigastric  pain,  with  tenderness  over  the  lower  hepatic  region, 
accompanied  with  bile  in  the  urine,  and  followed  by  clay-colored 
.stools,  and  sometimes  the  passage  of  stones,  are  symptoms  on 
which  dependence  must  be  placed.  The  shoulder  pain  is  rarely 
present,  and  jaundice  is  most  frequently  absent.  It  is  only  when 
there  is  obstruction  in  the  hepatic,  or  common  duct,  that  this 
symptom  is  to  be  expected,  and  often  the  obstruction  is  so  evan- 
escent as  not  to  give  rise  to  sufficient  obstruction  to.  produce 
jaundice. 

Where  there  are  frequent  attacks  of  billiary  colic  it  is  best  to 
operate  and  give  the  patient  the  benefit  of  the  exploration,  and 
avoid  the  dangers  of  peritonitis.  It  is  not  conservatism  to  delay 
o}>eration  where  there  are  obstructive  symptoms  until  the  liver 
has  become  involved  and  the  patient  is  blood-poisoned.  He  had 
seen  a  number  of  these  cases  in  which  an  operation  could  afford 
no  chnnce  whatever.  He  reported  a  case  of  death  from  peri- 
tonitis, following  repeated  attacks  of  biliary  colic,  where  there 
was  sufficient  warning  to  save  the  patient,  but  her  physician 
would  not  advise  an  operation.  In  some  cases,  however,  there 
are  no  symptoms  to  indicate  the  presence  of  a  state  until  peri- 
ttmitis  has  resulted  from  ulceration  thus  induced.  During 
the  past  month  he  had  operated  on  such  a  case  at  Ashville, 
Ala.,  for  Dr.  D.  E.  Cason.  Tiie  patient,  was  74  years  of  age 
and  had  never  experienced  any  symptoms  of  gall-stones.  He 
recommends  cholecyjitotomy,  and  opens  the  bladder  and  sutures 
it  to  the  parieties  at  one  operation.  He  reported  a  case  in  which 
he  renioved  all  gall-stones  from  the  bladder,  one  of  them  being 
impacted  in  the  cystic  duct,  and  the  patient  made  a  perfect  re- 
covery. 

Chlectotomy,  the  removal  of  the  gall-blad<ler  should  never 
be  an  operation  of  selection,  and  only  resorted  to  when  cholecyst- 
otomy  is  not  po.ssible.  Do  not  stich  the  bladder  to  the  parietes 
and  wait  for  adhesion  before  opening  the  viscus,  as  it  is  neces- 
sary for  it  to  be  opened  and  emptied  before  the  abdominal  wound 
i;*  closed,  in  order  to  recognize  conditions  which  will  require  ma- 
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nipulatious  withiu  the  abdoiueu  as  well  as  within  the  bladder. 
Stones  impacted  in  the  duct  must  be  dislodged  and  pushed  into 
the  bladder  or  duodedum.  It  may  be  necessary  to  break  them 
up  with  a  needle  before  this  is  possible.  In  some  cases  the  duct 
should  be  incised  and  sutured.  When  the  obstruction  in  the 
<;ommou  duct  cannot  be  relieved,  cholecysto-enterostomy  should 
be  resorted  to. 


SALUTATORY   ADDRESS.-^ 


IJV    J.    ir.    (ilLES,    M.D.,    OF    WEST    NASHVILLE,    TENN 


The  distinguished  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the  members 
of  the  Paul  F.  Kve  Medical  Society  of  delivering  the  salutatory 
address  upon  this  occasion  is  one,  the  fulfilment  of  which  I  un- 
dertake with  extreme  diffidence. 

For  a  subject  I  know  of  nothing  better  than  the  history  of 
medicine.  And  before  we  direct  your  minds  to  the  magnitude 
of  this  science  in  its  modern  grandeur,  or  venture  to  lift  the 
veil  of  futurity  and  predict  what  coming  years  may  disclose,  let 
us  for  a  moment  invade  the  silent  realms  of  slumbering  cen- 
turies, and  note  its  wonderful  progress  and  its  glorious  acliieve- 
ments. 

Taking,  as  we  shall,  a  retrospective  glance  through  the  lon^, 
<lark  vista  of  departed  ages,  we  must  not  forget  that  we  are 
treading  upon  consecrated  ground;  and  eye  we  draw  aside  the 
draperies  enveloping  the  tenderest  memories  of  the  past,  it  is 
meet  that  we  should  prepare  ourselves  to  do  homage  to  tlie  fatli- 
ers  of  the  grandest  and  noblest  of  all  human  avocations,  (jmndest, 
because  it  unlocks  the  bosom  of  nature,  and  comprehends  and 
reveals  those  mysterious  laws  by  which  its  atomic  elements  are 
brought  together,  composing  the  dazzling  spheres  and  revolvintr 
worlds.  The  noblest,  because  it  is  addressed  to  the  sufferings  of 
humanity — in  the  palace,  where  everything  is  indicative  of  opu- 
lence; in  the  hovel,  where  wretchedness  reigns  supreme  and 
stamps  its  impress  upon  the  pallid  check  of  helpless  innocence. 
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<)u  the  field  of  battle,  amid  the  clash  of  arms,  the  rattle  of 
musketry,  the  roar  of  cannon,  and  the  wreaths  of  smoke,  she 
watches  the  causes  of  nations  as  they  rise  or  fall  amid  the  throes 
of  conflicting  forces. 

Of  all  the  .sciences  and  literary  pursuits  of  life,  there  are  none 
of  jrreater  importance  than  medicine.  It  is  an  inestimable  bless- 
ing bestowed  in  mercy  to  counterpoise  the  frail  condition  of  our 
nature,  to  a.ssuage  the  anguish  of  disease,  to  restore  health  and 
happiness  in  life,  and  to  tenderly  administer  its  last  balm  of  re- 
lief to  the  dying. 

When  we  contemplate  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  in  the  primitive  ages  of  the  world,  we  are  struck  with  the 
formidable  embarrassments  thev  were  doomed  to  encounter.  Un- 
ac<iuainted  with  the  means  of  fortifying  themselves  against  the 
evils  of  life,  they  were  continually  exposed  to  casualties  and 
tliseaj^e,  at  the  same  time  destitute  of  such  means  as  would  afford 
relief.  Ignorant  of  the  structure  of  the  human  frame  and  the 
laws  of  physiology,  no  rational  method  of  cure  could  be  devised, 
and  the  medical  knowledge  of  that  day  could  consist  only  of  i\u 
incongruous  mixture  of  sMperatition  and  absurdities. 

Such,  in  fact,  was  the  melancholy  condition  of  our  race  in 
the  early  periods  of  history.  Ignorant  priests,  magicians*,  and 
astrologers  were  the  only  physicians,  and  the  superstition  of  that 
age  animated  their  hope,  while  it  gave  sanction  to  the  grossest 
impositions. 

If,  under  infatuation  and  despair,  consolation  could  have  been 
•  lerived  from  these  sources  of  folly,  fatal  experience  must  soon 
have  taught  the  suflFerers  that  a  curiB  of  their  maladies  depended 
upon  more  potent  remedies  than  those  of  sorcery  and  enchant- 
ment. 

In  the  course  of  time  a  custom  better  suited  to  their  circum- 
s*tances  was  inaugumted  for  the  advancement  of  medical  knowl- 
edge. The  sick  Avere  directed  to  be  exposed  in  public  places  to- 
the  view  of  travelers,  who  were  reijuired  to  examine  their  cases, 
compare  them  with  such  as  might  have  come  under  their  obser- 
vation elsewhere,  and  recommend  such  remedies  as  had  proven 
beneficial  in  similar  complaints.  Discoveries  thus  made  were 
held  in  profound  veneration,  and  a  knowledge  of  them  was  con- 
veyed by  tradition,  recorded  upon  the  pillars  of  public  buildings, 
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or  inscribed  upon  the  walls  of  the  temples  erected  to  the  Gotl  of 
Health. 

Thus  it  was  that  the  practice  of  medicine  had  its  beginning, 
and  ages  elapsed  before  this  abstruse  science  was  placed  upon  a 
more  substantial  foundation. 

We  first  notice  the  dawn  of  scientific  medicine  in  Greece,  that 
little  isle  that  slumbers  like  an  emerald  upon  the  bosom  of  the 
deep;  the  classic  land  where  Homer  sang  and  Pericles  spoke; 
the  laud  whose  arts  and  sciences  have  furnished  shades  and  tints 
to  the  literature  of  nations  as  beautiful  and  as  exquisite  as  the 
iridescent  colors  of  the  opal. 

At  Crotona  an  institution  was  organized  by  Pythagoras  about 
5o0  years  before  Christ,  in  which  medicine  and  philosophy 
were  proposed  to  have  been  taught;  but  little  is  now  known 
of  this  institution,  save  that,  for  centuries  after  its  day,  religion, 
philosophy,  and  medicine  were  strangely  and  inconsistently  com- 
mingled. The  school  of  Pythagoras  was  of  short  duration,  and 
when  it  was  disbanded,  its  votaries  were  scattered  throughout 
the  domains  of  Greece,  where  they  divulged  the  secrets  of  their 
customs. 

Four  hundred  years  before  Christ,  Hippocrates  wrote  the  first 
treatise  upon  medicine,  setting  forth  some  ideas  which  are  yet  in 
vogue  and  will  be  recognized  for  ages  yet  to  come.  AVhile,  in 
the  days  of  Hippocrates,  next  to  nothing  was  known  of  anatomy 
and  physiology,  and  chemistry  was  an  unborn  science,  we  are 
struck  with  admiration  for  this  illustrious  son  of  antiquity  who 
could  so  impress  coming  ages  as  to  distinguish  himself  as  the 
father  of  rational  medicine. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  years  before  Christ,  the  first 
medical  school  was  instituted  at  Alexandria,  which  flourished  for 
a  thousand  years,  and  was  in  many  respects  the  most  remarkable 
product  of  Grecian  civilization.  Among  its  illustrious  alumni 
are  the  names  of  Herophylus  and  Eristratus,  celebrated  for  their 
discoveries,  and  the  immortal  Galen,  whose  wTitings  upon  anat- 
omy became  the  universal  text-book  upon  that  branch  for  four- 
teen centuries. 

The  dawn  of  Christianity  brought  many  changes  in  the  affairs 
of  nations.  Empires  quivered  from  their  centres  until  their  dis- 
tant confines  crumbled  away,  not  leaving  a  vestige  of  all  their 
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former  greatness  The  Roman  eagle  no  longer  spread  his  wings 
over  the  world,  and  the  glories  of  the  Latin  civilization  rolled 
upon  the  stream  of  time  into  the  ocean  of  oblivion.  Medicine 
alone,  founded  upon  the  basis  of  true  science,  withstood  the 
shock,  and  with  her  inherent  elements  of  progress  she  built 
her  loftiest  temples  of  learning  upon  the  graves  of  fallen  dy- 
nasties. 

The  miraculous  cures  made  by  Christ  and  the  apostles  served 
for  a  time  to  retard  the  progress  of  scientific  medicine.  The 
suffering  masses  now  began  to  look  to  the  clergy  for  relief  of 
their  ills.  This  engendered  between  the  votaries  of  religion  and 
of  medicine  a  long  and  bitter  struggle  for  supremacy. 

The  Church,  in  her  usurpation  of  power,  became  corrupt,  and 
inaugurated  the  Spanish  Inquisition.  Sbe  grew  still  more  and 
more  intolerant,  and  began  to  burn  her  victims  at  the  stake. 
Not  until  this  error  was  made  did  she  recognize  medicine  as  her 
true  sister,  standing  with  tears  for  her  cruelty,  ever  ready  to 
sooth  the  wounds  of  her  suffering  martyrs,  every  ready  to  con- 
done her  faults,  and  ever  ready  to  emulate  her  virtues.  From 
then  they  joined  hands  as  companions  in  the  march  of  time;  and 
wherever  Christianity  plants  the  cross,  medicine  erects  her  hos- 
pitals for  the  unfortunates  and  her  institutions  of  learning.  With 
a  reconciliation  of  these  forces,  they  became  the  progenitors  of 
many  arts  and  sciences,  all  tending  to  the  development  of  a  so- 
cial system  that  will  serve  to  elevate  our  physical,  moral,  and 
mental  natures. 

During  the  first  ten  centuries  of  the  Christian  era  but  few 
names  as  medical  authors  shine  with  sufficient  brilliancy  to  pierce 
the  dark  curtain  that  veils  that  period.  The  learning  which  had 
been  acquired  by  the  ancients  was  in  time  gradually  enshrouded 
by  the  ignorance  and  superstitution  of  the  period  termed  the 
**Dark  Ages."  But,  as  society  emerges  from  the  darkness  that 
overshadowed  its  intelligence,  we  see  the  thread  of  science  again 
taken  up  and  followed,  though  languidly  and  without  vigor,  until 
the  sixteenth  century,  in  which  Andrew  Vesalius  and  Michael 
Servetus  arose  to  distinction  by  reason  of  their  discoveries.  Vesa- 
lius was  banished,  and  died  of  hunger,  as  a  reward  for  his  dis- 
coveries in  anatomy;  and  Servetus  Avas  burned  to  death  at  the 
stake  as  his  reward  for  physiological  discoveries.     Thus  perished 
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two  of  the  most  origiual  thiukers  of  the  sixteenth  ceutury — men 
who  were  at  least  three  hundred  years  in  advance  of  the  age  in 
which  they  lived,  and  to  whom  posterity  has,  as  yet,  failed  to  do 
justice. 

AVith  the  seventeenth  century,  another  revelation  was  made  of 
one  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  physiology — that  of  the  circula- 
tion of  the  bhxxl — by  William  Harvey,  which  also  met  with 
violent  opposition,  and  led  to  a  lengthy  di:*cussion  between  him- 
self an<l  others.  For  want  of  time  I  can  only  allude  to  these 
well-known  points  and  illustrious  characters  as  landmarks  along 
the  march  of  medical  progress. 

At  this  age  the  science  of  medicine  had  spread  throughout  the 
continent  of  Kuroj>e;  and  as  the  moss  began  to  accumulate  upon 
the  old  universities  of  the  East,  we  behold  the  luminous  ravs  of 
her  light  being  spread  over  the  continent  of  America.  And  to- 
day the  pr<ffessi(m  in  our  country  stands  upon  an  eminence  which 
overlooks  two  centuries'  growth — centuries  crowded  with  illus- 
trious names,  and  crowned  with  victories  and  triumphs. 

While  Germany  may  boast  of  her  pathologists,  France  of  her 
theorists,  and  England  of  her  anatomists,  America  can  boast  of 
her  surgeons  and  practitioners  of  medicine.  The  discovery  of  the 
aniesthetic  agent.s  by  Dr.  Crawford  W.  Long,  of  (teorgia,  and 
Dr.  AV.  (t.  F.  ^lortou  paved  the  way  to  glory  for  McDowell, 
Atlee,  Sims,  and  (iross,  and  antiseptic  surgery  warrants  the  safety 
of  almost  any  operation  the  profession  may  undertake. 

As  we  hold  up  before  you  the  galaxy  of  our  American  sur- 
geons, the  reflection  of  one  bright  star  gleams  with  undinimed 
lustre  upon  the  walls  of  our  ahna  mater.  At  an  early  age  he 
arose  to  distinction  in  foreign  lands;  he  returned  to  his  native 
home  crowned  with  the  laurels  of  renown.  He  established  the 
operation  of  medio-bilateral  lithotomy  as  a  recognized  surgical 
procedure  both  in  Europe  and  America.  He  tilled  the  chair  of 
his  chosen  branch  in  four  institutions,  and  declined  it  in  as  many 
more.  He  made  fourteen  voyages  across  the  heaving  ocean  in 
pursuit  of  his  professional  duties.  And  among  his  latest  works 
he  founded  this  institution,  in  which  his  spirit  still  lives  and 
maintains  itself  through  our  honored  faculty  and  our  society. 

When  his  mission  of  benevolence  and  mercy  on  earth  was  fin- 
ished, and  the  ghostly,  pallid  messenger  was  dispatched  from 
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worlds  invisible  to  summon  him  to  his  rich  reward,  it  found  him 
in  the  discharge  of  duty,  and  from  the  field  in  which  he  had 
immortalized  his  name  he  was  called  to  fevel  in  the  umbrage  of 
the  tree  of  life. 

''And  now,  departed  veteran,  we  bid  thee  adieu; 
The  grave  hath  swallowed  thee  in  its  lone  tembrioua  bounds, 
Again  to  crumble  back  to  silent  dust. 
The  flowers  o'er  thy  pillow  oft  may  bloom, 
And  pour  their  sweet  perfume  upon  the  passing  breeze ; 
But  thou  shalt  gently  sleep  and  know  it  not. 
The  evening  dews  above  thy  grave  shall  weep. 
And  vesper  melody  around  thee  float. 
And  stars  above  thee  ever  shine  serene ; 
The  pale,  cold  moon  gleams  softly  down. 
As  o'er  the  world  she  soars  in  queenly  majesty  ; 
The  sun  for  ages  o'er  thy  abode  shall  shed  its  softest  beams, 
While  eyes  from  other  worlds,  whose  lives  thy  skill  relieved  in  this 
•  Keep  vigils  o'er  thy  rest ing-]»l ace." 

But,  ]i8  long  as  science  is  upheld  by  the  bulwarks  of  civiliza- 
tion, his  honored  name  shall  be  adored  by  generations  yet  unborn, 
and  upon  the  annals  of  surgery  will  ever  hold  an  honored  and 
cherished  page.  Again,  with  mourning  heart  and  tearful  eye 
we  behold  thy  reflected  im»ge,  and  bid  farewell,  farewell! 


CONGENITAL  CYST  OF  THE  NECK. 


BY    8.    B.    FOWLER,    M.I).,    OF   GAINESBORO,  TliNN*. 


On  April  20,  1891,  Mr.  James  Letner,  of  Putnam  County, 
Tennessee,  brought  to  my  office  a  two-year-old  child  with  a  very 
large  tumor  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck.  The  tumor  was  dis- 
covered a  few  days  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  It  seemed  to 
be  separated  near  the  middle  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part 
seemed  to  extend  from  lower  border  of  the  neck  to  occiput  above^ 
and  from  sterno-cleido  mastoid  muscle  to  median  line  behind;: 
the  lower  part  extended  from  lower  border  of  neck  to  the  point 
of  the  shoulder.  It  felt  Arm  to  the  touch,  and  the  skin  over  it 
had  its  normal  hue. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Herod  was  called  in  consultation,  and,  after  aspi- 
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rating  the  cysta,  we  found  the  upper  portion  to  conluiu  small 
cvHts  filled  with  a  yellow  aenini,  ami  the  other,  or  lower  portion, 
to  contain  pure  blo<)<l,  the  reeult  of  pressure. 

The  chilli  being  otherwise  healthy,  we  recommended  the  re- 
moval by  excision,  to  which  the  jiareiiti  consented.      Dr.  Henwl 


etberi/.iiin  tbe  piitieiit,  an  incision  ivus  nniile  from  ma^loid  por- 
tion of  tbe  temporal  hone  to  the  sjiine  of  the  scapula  down 
through  integument,  fascia,  and  cyst  wall.  With  my  finger* 
iind  scalpel  handle  I  dug  out  the  anterior  |)art  of  the  tumor, 
which  bad  pushed  itself  beueatb  the  Htoruo-cleidn  mastoid  muscle 
and  the  jugular  vein,  carotid  artery,  and  pneuniogastric  nerve. 
The  posterior  part  naa  dissected  out  with  at  leasl  two-tbirds  of  tbe 
trapezius  muscle.  The  upper  cyst  was  composed  of  a  number 
of  smaller  cysts  filleil  with  yellow  serum;  tbe  lower  one  was 
composed  of  connective  tissue  filled  with  bliKid.  This  was  dis- 
sected out.  All  hemorrhage  being  arrested,  tbe  wound  was 
dose<l  by  silk  sutures,  well  duated  with  .aristol,  and  absorlienl 
-cotton  and  a  tigure-of-etght  bandage  upplie<l. 

Id  live  days  the  wound  was  dressed  and  the  stitches  removed. 
Uuiou  hail  taken  place  by  first  intention,  the  jMitieut  returuiug 
home  in  seven  days  after  the  operation.  \l  this  time — ten 
mouths  after  the  operation — there  is  no  sign  of  a  return. 


CORKEft  POXDENCE .  — REED .  1 67 


^arns^ondence. 


THE   PAN-AMERICAN   MEDICAL  CONGRESS  IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA. 


Pursuant  to  nominations  by  Dr.  Pedro  M.  Ibauez,  of  Bogota, 
member  of  the  International  Executive  Committee  for  the  United 
States  of  Colombia,  the  following  organization  of  the  Pan- 
American  Medical  Congress  has  been  effected  in  that  country: 

Vice-President — Dr.  Pio  Rengifo,  New  York. 

Secretaries  of  Sections — General  Medicine,  Dr.  Ignacio  Gut- 
errez  Ponce,  Paris;  General  Surgery,  Dr.  Rafael  Rocha  Castilla, 
Bogota;  Military  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Dr.  Abraham  Aparicio, 
Bogota;  Obstetrics,  Dr.  Joaquin  Maldanado,  Bogota;  Gynecol- 
ogy and  Abdominal  Surgery,  Dr.  Jose  M.  Buendia,  Bogota; 
Therapeutics,  Dr.  Manuel  Plata  Azuero,  Guaduas;  Anatomy, 
Dr.  Joan  D.  Herrara,  Bogota;  Physiology,  Dr.  Antonio  Bargas 
Vega,  Bogota;  Pathology,  Dr.  Nicolas  Osorio,  Bogota;  Diseases 
of  Children,  Dr.  Ant.  Yomez  Calvo,  Bogota;  Ophthalmology, 
Dr.  Proto  Gomez,  Bogota;  Laryngology  and  Rhinology,  Dr. 
Luis  Fonnegra,  Bogota;  Otology,  Dr.  Carlos  Esguerra,  Bogota; 
Dermatology,  Dr.  Daniel  E.  Coronado,  Bogota;  Orthopaedics, 
Dr.  Juan  E.  Manrigue,  Bogota;  Naval  Hygiene  and  Quarantine, 
Gabriel  I.  Castaneda,  Bogota;  General  Hygiene  and  Demo-, 
graphy, ;  Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases,  Dr.  Pablo  Gar- 
cia Medina,  Bogota;  Oral  and  Dental  Surgery,  Dr.  Guillermo 
Vargas  Paredes,  Bogota;  Medical  Pedagogics,  Dr.  Jorge  Vargas, 
Bogota;  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Dr.  Leoncio  Barrets,  Bogota; 

Auxiliary  Committee  (each  juember  being  the  official  repre- 
sentative of  the  Congress  in  his  respective  city) — Dr.  Nicolas 
Osorio,  Dr.  Andres  Posada  Arange,  Dr.  Jorge  E.  Delgado,  Dr. 
Eugenio  de  la  Hoz,  Dr.  Domingo  Cagiao,  Dr.  Jose  Manuel  Rod- 
rigues,  Dr.  Paulo  Emilio  Villar,  Dr.  Felix  M.  Hernandez,  Dr. 
Rafael  Caloo,  Dr.  N.  Ribon,  Dr.  Milceades  Castro,  Dr.  Cayet- 
ano  Lombana,  Dr.  Jose  M.  Martinez,  Dr.  Isais  Saavedra,  Dr. 
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Severo  Forres,  Dr.  N.  Villa,  Dr.  Evaristo  Garcia,  Dr.  Miguel 
Caicedo,  Dr.  Erailio  Villamizar. 

The  following  medical  societies  have  been  elected  as  auxiliaries 
of  the  Congress,  viz. :  Academia  Nacional  de  Medicina,  Acade- 
mia  de  Medicina  de  Medelliu,  Sociedad  de  Medicina  del  Cauca. 

The  following  medical  journals  have  been  designated  as  official 
organs  of  the  Congress:  Reimfa  Mediea,  Bogota;  Reinsta  de  Hi- 
giene,  Bogota;  Ell  Agricutor,  Bogota;  Boletin  de  Medicina  del 
Caticttj  Caol;  Anale^*  de  lu  Aeademia  de  Medicina  de  Medellin, 
Medellin. 

The  expressed  wish  of  the  profession  of  the  United  States  of 
Colombia  is  for  a  date  of  meeting  during  the  Columbia  Exposition. 

Charles  A.  L.  Reed,  Secretary -General. 


The    International    Executive   Committek    ok  the  Pan- 
American  Medical  Congress. 

The  Committee  of  Organization  of  the  Pan-American  Medi- 
cal Congress  at  its  meeting  at  St.  Louis,  last  October,  elected  the 
following  International  Executive  Committee: 

Argentine  Republic — Dr.  Pedro  Lagleyze,  Buenos  Ayres. 

Bolivia — Dr.  Emelio  Di  Tomassi,  La  Paz. 

Brazil — Dr.  Carlos  Costa,  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

British  North  A^nerica — Dr.  Jas.  F.  W.  Ross,  Toronto. 

British  West  Indies — Dr.  James  A.  DeWolf,  Port  of  Spain. 

Chili — Dr.  Moises  Amaral,  Santiago. 

United  States  of  Colombia — Dr.  P.  M.  Ibanez,  Bogota. 

Cost^  Rica — Dr.  Daniel  Nunez,  San  Jose. 

Ecuador — Dr.  Ricardo  Cucalon,  Guayquil. 

Ouatamala — Dr.  Jos6  Monteris,  Guatamala  Nueva. 

Hayti — Dr.  D-  Lamothe,  Port  an  Prince. 

Spanish  Honduras — Dr.  George  Bernhardt,  Teguagalpoo. 

Mexico — Dr.  Tomas  Noriego,  City  of  Mexico. 

Nicarauga — Dr.  J*  C.  Urtecho,  Grenada. 

Peru — Dr.  Casamira  Ulloa,  Lima. 

Salvador — Dr.  David  J.  Guzman,  San  Salvador. 

Spanish  West  Indies — Dr.  Juan  Santos  Fernandez,  Habana. 

United  States — Dr.  A.  Vander  Veer,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Uruguay — Dr.  Jacinto  DeLeou,  Montevideo. 

Veneztiela — Dr.  Elias  Roderiguez,  Caracas. 


1^. 
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Hawaii,  Paraguay,  Santo  Domingo,  and  the  Danish,  Dutch 
and  French  West  Indies  are  not  yet  organized.  Nominations  of 
local  officers  have  been  recL^ived  from  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  International  Executive  Committee,  and  a  number  of 
^he  lists  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Committee  on  Organization. 
These  will  be  announced  as  rapidly  as  acceptances  are  received. 

Charles  A.  L.  Reed, 

Secretary'  General. 
Cincinnati,  Jan.  15,  1892. 


^deciions. 


Tkeatment  of  Pnei'Monia. — Prof.  N.  S.  DaviB,  M.l).,  Dean,  and 
Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Chicago  Med- 
ical College,  in  a  paper  and  discussion  before  the  Chicago  Medical  Society, 
February  15th,  has  the  following  [iractical  and  sound  views  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  o^  pneumonia.  He  prefaced  his  remarks  in  regard  to  treat- 
ment by  some  very  sound,  correct,  and  practical  views  as  to  its  pathology, 
briefly  considering  the  ])athological  conditions  in  each  of  the  three  stages, 
and  basing  his  treatment  thereon.     He  says: 

**The  elements  concerned  in  pneumonic  inflammation  are  the 
parenchyma  of  the  lung,  possessing  the  vital  properties  inherent 
in  living  matter  in  a  disturbed  condition,  and  an  excess  of  blood 
in  the  affected  structure.  Disturbance  of  the  vital  properties  of 
a  structure  with  accumulation  of  blood  in  it,  then,  constitute  the 
essentrial  primary  elements  of  all  inflammation.  The  coinci- 
dence of  these  continuing,  the  natural  metabolic  changes  are  so 
disturbed  as  to  cause  distention  of  the  capillaries,  exudation  of 
liquor  sanguinis  and  leucocytes  with  either  rapid  cell  prolifera- 
tion or  cell  degeneration,  and  impairment  or  suspension  of  the 
natural  function  of  the  part.  ...... 

The  constant  elements  brought  into  vieAV  are  the  increased  irri- 
tability or  susceptibility  of  the  tissues  and  accumulation  of  blood 
in  the  first  stage;  the  increase  of  leucocytes  and  cell  proliferation 
in  the  second,  or  increased  constructive  metabolism,  and  degen- 
erative or  retrograde  metabolism  in  the  third  stage.'' 

Regretting  that  want  of  space  prevents  a  more  full  presentation  of  the 
pathological  views  of  this  <listinguished  author  and  teacher,  we  now  sub- 
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niit  his  views  of  treatment  in  the  generalities  enunciated  in  the  pai>er  and 
the  more  specific  instructions  brought  out  in  the  discussion : 

*' Treatment, — First.  In  addition  to  removing  as  far  as  possi- 
ble tlje  further  action  of  the  exciting  cause  of  the  attack,  during 
the  stage  of  tissue  irritation  and  engorgement,  which  usually 
lasts  from  one  to  two  days,  we  should  apply  the  most  prompt  and 
efficient  means  possible  for  lessening  such  irritation  and  vascular 
engorgement  £^nd  promoting  the  renal  and  cutaneous  excretions; 
being  careful  to  avoid  such  ansesthetic  and  antipyretic  remedies 
as  by  their  presence  still  further  impair  the  conversion  of  hemo- 
globin into  oxyhemoglobin  in  the  pulmonary  capillaries.  In  pro- 
portion as  we  succeed  thus  in  diminishing  the  irritation  and  pul- 
monary engorgement  with  continuance  of  normal  secretions  during 
this  first  stage,  we  will  limit  the  extent  of  the  exudation  and  so- 
lidification in  the  lung  and  the  accumulation  of  toxic  elements 
in  the  blood  from  retained  excretory  products  and  perverted 
metabolism,  thereby  rendering  the  second  stage  less  severe  and 
le?;s  dangerous. 

**  Second.  During  the  second,  or  stage  of  pulmonary  solidifi- 
cation, we  should  be  equally  diligent  in  using  such  cardiac  and 
va^^o-motor  tonics  as  tend  to  sustain  the  circulation  and  favor  es- 
pecially normal  renal  and  hepatic  secretions  and  simple  nourish- 
ment; still  carefully  avoiding  sucl^  remedies  as  either  diminish 
the  sensibility  of  the  nerve  centers  or  retard  the  oxygenation  and 
decarbonization  of  the  blood. 

'*  Third.  During  the  third,  or  stage  of  defervescence  and  re- 
moval of  morbid  products,  careful  adjustment  of  such  nourish- 
ment as  the  digestive  organs  can  appropriate,  gocnl  air,  and  the 
use  of  such  remedies  as  aid  in  hastening  the  development  of  new 
blood  corpuscles  and  the  repair  of  the  injured  tissues,  constitute 
the  important  work  required  of  the  physician  and  the  nurse,  and 
will  generally  end  in  the  early  and  complete  recovery  of  the 
patient. 

"I  have  carefully  avoided  the  mention  of  particular  remedies 
or  details  of  either  causation  or  treatment,  because  I  wished  to 
avoid  such  topics  as  had  been  assigned  to  other  members  ot  the 
Society.  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  emphasizing  the  importance 
of  adjusting  accurately  our  remedies  to  the  objects  to  be  accom- 
plished in  each  stage  of  the  disease;  nor  from  entering  a  protest 
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against  the  using  of  any  active  remedial  agent  alike  in  all  stages, 
or  the  giving  of  active  antipyretics  and  analgesics  merely  because 
they  reduce  temperature  without  regard  to  their  power  to  impair 
the  functions  of  the  hemoglobin  or  to  depress  the  sensibility  of 
the  cardiac  and  vaso-motor  forces." 

**DUcHmion  by  Dr,  N.  S,  Davis. — The  most  important  point  in 
the  treatment  of  pneumonia  still  seems  to  escape  the  attention  of 
most  of  those  who  have  spoken — namely,  the  selection  of  reme- 
dies with  reference  to  the  accomplishment  of  definite  purposes  in 
each  stage  of  the  disease. 

**  I  endeavored  in  my  brief  paper  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  in  the 
beginning  of  pneumonia  the  lung  is  embarrassed  iu  its  action  by 
vascular  engorgement,  and  with  that  comes  a  check  to  certain 
eliminations  from  the  body,  viz.,  a  marked  check  to  the  excre- 
tir)n  of  chlorine  salts  with  the  urine,  a  marked  increase  of  urea, 
a  marked  increase  of  carbon  dioxide  in  the  blood  and  a  deficiency 
of  oxygen,  thereby  greatly  reducing  what  physiologists  call  the 
iutenittl  respiratory  work.     It  is  this  deficiency  in  the  carrying 
of  oxygen  from  the  lungs  to  the  systemic  capillaries  that  arrests 
the  natural  katabolic  changes  in  the  tissues  by  which  the  natural 
toxic  elements  of  urine  are  perfected  and  excreted  by  the  kidneys 
in  health.     It  has  been  proved  clearly  that  urine  in  the  natural 
condition   of    tlie  healthy   individual   contains    important   toxic 
agents,  and  that  in  pneumonia  these  toxic  elements  of  normal 
urine  are  diminishjeA  in  a  very  great  degree  during  tlie  whole  pro- 
gres:jive  stages  of  the  disease,  and  they  only  reappear  when  the 
cri>*is  passes,  simultaneously  with  the  reappearance  of  chlorides 
and  the  diminution  of  urea.     Now,  these  are  changes  that  begin 
with  the  initial  stage  of  lung  engorgement.     You  say  the  heart 
is  overburdened  by  the  obstruction  of  the  lung,  and  is  weakened 
by  high  temperature.     I  say,  in  addition,  that  it  is  paralyzed  by 
the  retention  in  the  blood  of  toxic  agents,  and  the  failure  to  con- 
vert haemoglobin  into  oxyhiemoglobin  sufficient  to  sustain  either 
natural  metabolism  or  nerve  force. 

**The  leading  objects  to  be  accomplished  by  treatment  in  this 
Hrst  stage  are  to  diminish  tiie  blood-pressure  in  both  the  right  side 
of  the  heart  and  in  the  infiamed  lung  tissue,  and  to  promote  the 
excretion  of  natural  renal  and  hepatic  secretions.  In  patients  of 
previous  good  health,  one  prompt  bleeding  to  the  extent  of  twelve 
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to  twcDty  ouDcett,  foilowe<l  by  veratrura  viride  or  acouite  suffi- 
cient Ut  perpetuate  the  aedative  eifeets  of  the  bleeding  for  twenty- 
four  to  thirty-six  hours,  during  which  calomel  in  divided  dose? 
has  been  given  to  prom<ite  the  action  of  the  excretory  organs  and 
bowels,  will  most  effectually  accomplish  these  objects,  and  there- 
by greatly  lessen  the  hepatization  of  the  second  stage.  In  casei? 
complicated  with  decided  malarious  influence,  eHicieni  doses  of 
4)uiniDe  and  ergot  may  take  the  place  of  venesection:  <ind  in 
those  under  typhoii)  influences  tbe  culd-pack  and  bathing. 

"  Exactly  in  proportion  as  you  acconiplifh  the  objects  stated, 
within  the  first  two  days,  you  will  limit  tbe  work  of  the  subse- 
quent stages.  But  when  tbe  first  stage  is  passed  and  tbe  lung 
structure  fully  bepatizeil,  it  does  uo  good  to  undertake  to  lessen 
the  work  of  the  heart.  Notbiug  has  surprised  me  more  than  ibe 
assertion  of  one  of  tbe  most  learned  patbologists  of  tbe  present 
day,  that  be  had  bled  in  pneumonia  tjuite  freely  in  all  -stages,  and 
he  added  that  all  be  bleii  in  the  advanced  stage  died.  The  re- 
port did  not  tell  us  what  became  of  those  he  bled  in  the  first 
stAge.  I  have  bled  a  good  many  patients  in  the  first  stage  of 
pneumonia,  and  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  have  never  known  one  of 
them  to  prove  fatal.  But  I  never  bled  a  ca)*e  or  gave  vcratruni 
viride  in  the  advanced  stage  of  the  disea.'^e. 

"In  the  second  and  third  stages  such  cardiac  and  vaso-motor 
tonics  OS  digitalis,  cactus,  stropbantbus  and  strycbiiiine;  mild 
anodyne  expectorants;  and  bathing  or  sponging  while  the  temper- 
ature is  high,  must  supersede  the  remedies  oF  the  tir^^t  stuge:  and 
LP  — II  aiijusted,  with  tbe  aid  oF  simple  iiiMiriubment  ami  goud 
will  conduct  more  than   nine-tenths  of  all  eases  to  re- 
But  if  you  look  only  to  liigli   lempenitnre  and  heart- 
is  the  sources  of  danger  aud  make  it  your  chief  work  to 
tbe-ie  fr  ii  the  beginning  with    internal  antipyretics  and 
1  la  will  still  bury   from  twenty  to    thirty 

f  ail     I      ja     uts  you  treat  For  pueumouia.      I'nder 
an         I  h  nid  be  a  careFul  adjustment  of  means 

pi    h    he       I        ght,  at  the  right  time,  and  in  the  right 
i       I     1  IS  you  do  that  yon  will  succeeil. 

u|       a    orrection  of  the  statement  made  in  (nie 

I  a       ft  I         the   mortality  from  pneumonia  to  Ih> 

a  nd      all  kinds  oF  treatment.     On  the  contrarv. 
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examination  of  the  statistics  in  detail  show,  that  in  all  ages  and 
all  countries  the  rdte  of  mortality  has  varied  under  different 
modes  of  treatment  from  four  per  cent,  to  sixty  per  cent.  The 
statistics  from  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  alluded  to, 
gives  only  about  ten  per  cent,  of  mortality  for  1822  to  1850, 
while  from  1872  to  1886  it  was  about  twenty-eight  per  cent. 

**The  treatment  suggested,  of  the  application  of  cold  in  the  first 
stage,  if  done  efficiently,  has  a  powerful  influence  in  diminishing 
the  lung  engorgement.  It  has  been  shown  that  baths  and  spong- 
ings  not  only  reduce  temperature,  but  they  tend  to  diminish 
the  vascular  engorgement  in  the  lung,  powerfully  sustain  the 
sensibility  of  the  nerve-centers,  and  directly  increase  the  natural 
normal  eliminations  from  the  kidneys,  thereby  acting  not  only 
as  powerful  sedatives,  but  as  valuable  eliminants  in  maintaining 
the  intricate  functions  of  the  system,  and  preventing  the  accu- 
mulation of  toxic  agents,  which  is  one  great  desideratum  in  the 
treatment  of  the  disease." 


QriNiNE  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  disclmrged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 


Sander  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  IVr  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 
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The  Hecretary  of  Public  Health. — It  is  very  gi-atifying 

to  see  that  the  public  are  taking  au  interest  in  this  subject;  and 

especially  to  note  the  interest  and  sympathy  manifested  by  those 

high  in  office.     Secretary  Noble  has  written  a  letter  to  the  editor 

of  the  Lance/- CYm/c,  whicli  letter  appears  in  the  Lancet'Clinic  of 

late  date,  and  we  reproduce  it  here  as  a  matter  of  great  interest 

to  our  reader : 

Department  of  Interior,  Washington,    ) 

January  13,  1892.  ) 

My  Dear  Do<'tor: — I  think  well  of  the  purpose  of  your  As- 
sociation to  establish  a  Department  of  Health.  The  Bureau  of 
Agriculture  has  grown  to  be  a  department  whose  Secretary  is  a 
Cabinet  officer,  and  the  last  President's  message  declares  it  to 
have  proved  the  necessity  for  its  existence. 

The  Bureau  of  Education,  under  Dr.  Harris,, is  rising  in  pub- 
lic esteem  constantly.  I  send  you  the  last  report  of  the  Com  mis- 
son  er. 

That  the  public  health  rivals  either  of  these,  or  others  that 
could  be  named,  in  importance  to  the  public  welfare  and  the  peo- 
ple's safety,  no  intelligent  person  can  dispute. 

Individual  effort  has  done  wonders  in  detecting  the  sources  of 
danger  to  communities,  and  the  discussion  of  such  discoverie.-* 
haj*  interested  every  household.  But  liberal  as  the  medical  pro- 
fession is,  and  has,  m  our  country,  proved  itself  at  all  times  to 
be,  it  is  not  fair  or  politic  for  us  to  leave  it  unsupported  and  na- 
tionally unrecognized.  The  international  communication  of  in- 
telligence that  would  follow  the  organization  of  a  Bureau  of 
Public  Health  would  not  only  preserve  our  own  inhabitants 
from  numy  physical  ills,  but  would  greatly  serve  to  strengthen 
the  sympathy  between  all  civilized  peoples,  who  would  corre- 
spond and  co-operate  with  us.  They  would  ftel  the  same  benefi- 
cent influences  of  the  system  we  would  realize. 

You  and  your  associates  have  my  most  earnest  sympathy,  and. 
if  I  can,  I  will  aid  you.     I  remain,  sincerely  yours. 

John  W.  Noble. 


Treatment  of  Bubo. — Dr.  J.  Adolphus  says  that  a  coming 
bubo  may  be  aborted  by  injecting  three  or  four  drops  of  pure 
carbolic  acid,  diluted  with  twice  as  much  glycerine  and  half  as 
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much  water,  into  the  centre  of  the  tumor.  Plunge  the  cauula 
deep  into  the  swellingj  and  inject  slowly.  If  the  tumor  is  large, 
and  the  area  of  outlying  oedema  considerable,  the  injectiim  should 
be  made  in  three  places.  After  injection,  give  the  tumor  a  coat- 
ing of  flexible  collodion  ;  the  collodion  contracts  and  causes^ 
pressure  on  the  tumor,  which  helps  to  promote  absorption. 
Nine  out  of  ten  cases  of  bubo  will  be  found  to  belong  to  the 
chancroidal  class.  Often  the  specific  bubo  remains  unbroken  for 
months,  and  then  bursts.  It  is  always  a  hard,  solid  body,  well 
defined  in  outline,  a  point  in  differentiation  from  the  simple  kinds. 
The  latter  are  amenable  to  the  carbolic  acid  treatment,  but  the 
specific  bubo  is  sullen  and  defiant,  slow,  remains  hard,  seldom 
softens.  The  simple  kind  often  makes  ugly  sores  which  are  hard 
to  heal.  He  has  found  iodoform,  boric  acid,  and  balsam  Peru 
the  best  local  treatment,  equal  parts  of  each  being  used  and  the 
cavity  being  filled  with  the  mixture.  When  the  healing  is  slow 
he  treats  the  sore  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  60  grains 
to  the  fiu id-ounce  of  water,  a  few  drops  of  pure  nitric  acid,  and 
10  to  20  grains  of  nitrate  of  soda  being  added.  Apply  with  a 
swab.  This  will  frequently  stimulate  rapid  granulations  and 
cicatrization.  A  good  local  application  to  these  sores  is  the  fluid 
extract  of  hydnistis,  two»or  three  times  a  day. — Med.  Age. 


Albermarle  Chemical  Co. — Gentlemen:  We  have  been 
using  your  Therapine  in  our  hospital,  and  find  it  equal  if  not 
superior  to  any  other  antipyretic  or  anodyne.  Its  action  is  quick 
and  efticient.  It  is  pleasant  to  take  and  so  far  as  we  have  ob- 
.served,  has  no  bad  after  effects. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.     C.    BUELL, 

Resident  Physician  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


The  Tomato  was  cultivated  in  Europe  as  early  as  1554;  it 
was  known  in  Virginia  in  1781;  in  1798  a  French 'refugee  from 
San  Domingo  introduced  it  in  Philadelphia;  an  Italian  painter 
introduced  it  in  Salem,  Mass.  in  1802;  it  was  used  as  an  article 
of  food  in  New  Orleans  in  1812;  it  was  first  sold  in  the  markets 
of  Phildelphia  in  1829,  but  did  not  come  into  general  use  in  the 
north  until  several  years  after  this  last  date. 
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The  Teeth  that  are  filled  will  decay  again,  if  exposed  to  the 
same  causes  that  produced  the  original  decay.  When  teeth  are 
filled  with  an  indestructible  material,  decay  can  be  prevented  to 
a  great  extent  by  careful  watching  and  cleansing.  Teeth  should 
be  examined  often.  A  small  filling  is  less  expensive  than  a  large 
one,  less  painful  to  insert,  and  there  is  a  better  chance  of  saviag 
the  tooth.  Cleanse  the  teeth  every  time  food  or  any  thing  else 
injurious  to  them  is  taken  into  the  mouth.  Many  medicines  are 
very  injurious  to  the  teeth,  therefore  it  is  well  to  cleanse  them 
after  they  have  been  in  contact  witli  such  medicines.  Use  pre- 
pared chalk  and  castile  soap,  with  soft  brush  and  a  tooth-pick,  to 
cleanse  the  teeth.  This  will  correct  acid  conditions,  bearing  in 
mind  that  absolute  cleanliness  is  of  more  value  than  the  skill  of 
the  dentist.  If  your  teeth  are  neglected,  the  fillings  are  apt  to 
fail,  the  dentist  will  be  blamed  unjustly,  and  one's  most  intimate 
friend  will  not  tell  him  that  he  has  a  bad  breath. — S.  S,  Shackel- 
ford,  D.D.S,,  of  Austin,  Texa^,  in  Texas  Sanitarian. 


A  Prolific  Sourie  of  Infection  and  Dfsease. — Congress 
is  appealed  to  for  the  enactment  of  a  law  creating  a  Secretary  of 
Public  Health.  We  hope  that  every  physician  who  receives 
this  journal  will  take  one  hour  in  which  to  write  to  his  Congres- 
sional Representative  and  Senator,  and  ask  their  favorable  and 
active  support  of  this  measure.  Direct  their  attention  to  the 
filling  of  American  hospitals,  infirmaries,  insane  asylums,  and 
other  public  charity  institutions,  with  recent  immigrants. 

Tell  them  that  a  Cabinet  oflicer  of  public  health  would  exer- 
cise a  great  power  in  the  control  of  immigrant-carrying  vessels. 
That  such  an  oflicer  would  be  able  to  formulate  laws  and  regula- 
tions which  would  prove  of  the  utmost  value.  Direct  their  at- 
tention to  the  rapid  growth  of  associate  charity  organizations  in 
all  our  large  cities  and  centers  of  population,  whose  chief  func- 
tion is  to  provide  for  these  very  immigrants.  Tell  them  of  the 
addition  to  the  tax  duplicates  in  every  city,  because  of  the  im- 
moral, diseased,  and  defective  classes  of  Europe  that  more  than 
half  fill  our  jails,  workhouses,  and  asylums.  Tell  your  Congress- 
man and  Senator  this,  and  tell  it  to  them  so  strongly  that  they 
will  not  forget  it. — Editorial,  Journal  Am.  Med.  Ass. 
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Medicine  as  a  Business  is  too  often  lost  sight  of  aud  the 
public  has  been,  in  a  way,  educated  to  the  improper  idea  of  re- 
garding it  88  an  amusement.  The  Southern  Clime  says  that  the 
public  is  very  quick  to  detect  our  weak  points  and  equally  sure 
to  avail  themselves  of  every  advantage  in  the  struggle  for  the 
•'survival  of  the  fittest'*  continually  going  on  between  man  and 
man.  Unfortunately  most  physialans,  by  reason  of  the  delicate 
relations  existing  in  their  professional  intercourse,  become  the 
friends  and  advisors  of  their  patients  as  well  as  their  medical  at- 
tendants. This  very  attitude  is  unfortunate  for  the  physician. 
He  at  once  ceases  to  treat  his  families  on  strict  business  principles^. 
He  fails  to  demand  his  fee  promptly  and  in  full  amount  because 
he  knows  of  the  suiferiugs  and  needs  of  the  people.  His  bill  is 
put  off  for  the  last  one  to  be  paid,  or  it  is  paid  by  little  bits,  or 
frequently  never  paid.  This  is  all  a  mistake — a  gross  injustice 
to  ourselves  and  to  our  families.  We  speak  from  experience  in 
this  matter.  We  have  lost  thousands  of  dollars  by  neglecting  to 
promptly  demand  pay  for  our  services,  while  others  of  shrewder 
business  tact  have  picked  up  these  same  families  and  made  money 
out  of  them.  Too  much  sympathy  with  an  ungrateful  public  is 
the  worst  mistake  a  doctor  can  make. — Weekly  Med.  Revieiv. 


His  PNEUMociASTRic  Nerve. — The  following  verses,  by  Eu- 
gene Field,  appeared  in  the  Chicago  Daily  News: 

I'pon  an  average,  twice  a  week, 

When  anguish  clouds  my  brow, 
My  good  physician  friend  I  seek 

To  know  "what  ails  me  now." 
He  taps  me  on  the  back  and  chest 

And  scans  my  tongue  for  bile, 
And  lays  an  ear  against  my  breast 

And  listens  there  awhile. 
Then  he  is  ready  to  admit 

That  all  he  can  observe 
Is  something  wrong  inside,  to  wit: 

My  pneumogastric  nerve! 

Now,  when  these  Latin  names  within 

Dyspeptic  hulks  like  mine 
Go  wrong,  a  fellow  should  begin 

To  draw  what 's  called  a  line. 
It  seems,  however,  that  this  same, 
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Which  iM  niy  hulk  abounds, 
Ih  not,  despite  its  awful  name, 

So  fatal  as  it  sounds. 
Yet,  of  all  torments  known  to  me, 

I  '11  say  without  reserve, 
There  is  no  torment  like  to  thee^ 

Thou  pneumogastric  nerve! 

Thi^  subtle,  envious  foe  appears 

To  be  a  patient  foe — 
It 's  waited  nearly  forty  years 

Its  chance  to  lav  nie  l(»w; 
Then  like  some  blithering  blast  of  hell, 

It  struck  this  guileless  bard, 
And  in  that  evil  hour  I  fell 

Pnxligious  far  and  hard. 
Alas  I  what  things  I  dearly  love — 

Pies,  puddings  and  preserves — 
Are  sure  to  rouse  the  vengeance  of 

All  pneumogastric  nerves  I 

Oh,  that  I  could  remodel  man! 

I  *d  end  these  cruel  j>ains 
By  hitting  on  a  different  plan 

From  that  which  now  obtains. 
The  stomach,  greatly  ain))lified, 

Anon  shim  Id  occujiy 
The  whole  of  that  domain  inside 

Where  heart  and  lungs  now  lie. 
Hut  first  of  all  I  should  dei)ose 

That  diabolic  curve 
And  author  of  my  thousand  woes, 

The  pfieumogastric  nerve! 


Sander's  A  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sauder,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis- supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol aud  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  aud  Grief swald.  iMeyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  (*ity.  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 


I  have  used  the  Elixir  of  Three  Chlorides  in  my  practice  dur- 
ing the  last  six  months,  and  in  all  cases  to  which  such  a  preparatiou 
is  adapted  it  leaves  nothing  to  be  therapeutically  desired. — D. 
Stuart  Lyon,  M.D.,  Louisville,  Ky, 
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**Vaccinaton  Statistics. — There  is  still  found  numerous 
opponents  to  protective  vaccination  and  no  amount  of  evidence 
seems  sufficient  to  convince  their  biased  minds.  Yet  the  follow- 
ing statistics,  capable  of  but  one  interpretation,  may  prove  inter- 
esting: In  Riga,  a  city  of  180,000  inhabitants,  there  were  some 
6,500  belonging  to  a  religious  sect  living  by  themselves  in  a  cer- 
tain quarter  of  the  town.  These  people  opposed  the  practice  of 
vaccination  on  conscientious  grounds.  Between  the  years  1882 
and  1887  the  average  mortality  from  small-pox  in  the  city  was 
108  annually.  From  December,  1886,  to  the  end  of  March, 
1887,  about  four  months,  there  were  155  deaths  from  this  ca^ise, 
owing  to  a  slight  epidemic  during  that  period.  Of  this  number 
71  occurred  among  the  orthodox  population,  equal  to  109  pei 
10,000,  while  the  deaths  among  the  remaining  inhabitants  num- 
bered only  84,  equal  to  4.8  per  10,000.  Down  to  the  year  1887, 
as  stated  above,  the  average  number  of  deaths  annually  from 
small-pox  was  108.  After  this  epidemic  vaccination  and  re  vac- 
cination were  largely  enforced,  with  the  result  that  from  108,  the 
annual  number  of  deaths  due  to  this  disease,  fell  at  once  to  8. — 
Western  Druggist. 


TENNESSEE  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  fifty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society 
will  be  held  the  12,  13  and  14  of  April,  1892,  in  the  Federal 
Court  Room,  U.  S.  Custom  House,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  The  So- 
ciety will  be  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Penn, 
Humboldt,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  on  the  12th. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  of  which  Dr.  Charles  M. 
Drake,  of  Knoxville,  is  Chairman,  will,  on  the  morning  of  the 
Pith,  make  a  full  announcement  of  the  plans  of  entertainment, 
and  they  pronnse  all  who  attend  ^  h^^arty  welcome  and  free  hos- 
pitality. 
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Lels  will  give  re(luce<l  rates  to  gutiHU:— Hotel 
lou^e,  Schubert'^  Hutel,  aitd  Palace  Hotel, 
are  on  the  certificate  plao  will  be  given  over 
^be  State.  Parties  atteodlngwill  be  required 
ure  from  the  railroad  agents,  when  purchas- 
rtificates  of  purchase,  which  certificatea  when 
he  Chairman  Committee  of  Arnrngemeots, 
ike,  at  the  meeting,  will  enable  the  holders 
return  tickets  at  one-third  the  regular  fare, 
■»  must  l)e  i»e('ure<l  from  all  the  railroads  over 
^1  to  and  from  Kuoxville,  and  will  be  good 
.he  15th. 
s   a    list   of    the    papers    promised    fur    ihi.s 

"  (President's  Address),  J.  W.  Penn,  M.D., 

in   General   Diseases,"  J.  L.  Minor,  M.D., 

Fever"  (so  called),  W.  B.  Young,  M.D., 

eo.  R.  West,  M.D.,  Chattanooga. 

,■  Operative  Interference  in  Ovarian  Tuniurs," 

'.,  Nashville. 

holecystotomy — Removal  of  Fifty. twoStoiics" 

>.,  Memphis. 

hael  Campbell,  M.D.,  Knoxville. 

e  Curette  in  the  Puerperal  Uterus,"  H.  Bcr- 

joga; 

Joard  Medical   Examiuers,"  T.  J.   Happel, 

d  Treasurer,  Trenton. 

1  Therapeutic   Applications,"  H.  C.  Brooke, 

■  Stricture  of   the  Deep   I'rethra,"   \V.  B. 

aphis. 

resent  and  Prospective,"  C.  W.  Beaumont, 

,.  Jones,  M.D.,  Bell's  Depot. 

Acute  Dysentery,"  T.  H.  Marnble,  M.D., 
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*'Molu8cuin — Fibrosimi,"  E.  A.  Cobleigh,  M.D.,  Chattauooga. 

** Influenza,"  8.  B.  Fowler,  M,D.,  Gainsboro. 

**Some  Recent  Experience  with   Puerperal  Septicaemia,  with' 
R«*marks,"  W;  D.  Haggard,  M.D.,  Nashville. 

''Morphineism  in  its  Relation  to  the  Sexual  Organs  and  the 
Appetite,  and  its  Effect  on  the  Offspring  of  the  XTser,"  T.  J.  Hap- 
pel,  M.D.,  Trenton. 

^'Tonics,  Their  Uses  and  Abuses,''  \V.  F.  Rochelle,  M.D., 
Jackson. 

**Ini potency  in  the  Male,"  W.  Frank  Glenn,  M.D.,  Nashville. 

**Iinparative  Conceptions  in  Insanity,"  F.  L.  Bini,  M.D., 
Memphis. 

**The  Local  ITse  of  Pheuacetine,  with  Report  of  Cases,"  M. 
H.  Lee,  M.D.,  Knoxville. 

**A  Case  of  Perineal  Abscess  in  the  Male,"  W.  F.  Rochelle, 
M.D.,  Jackson. 

''Gastric  Ulcer,"  S.  W.  Sanford,  M.D.,  Union  City. 


A  WELCOME  VISITOR. 


*'Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  who  for  many  years  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  the  American  Public  Health  Association,  and 
also  very  promiuent  as  an  educator  and  sanitarian  in  Tennessee, 
paid  his  respects  to  our  sanctum  on  Tuesday.  We  are  always 
glad  to  see  the  Doctor,  for  to  the  impetuosity  and  pluck  of  the 
South  he  unites  the  system,  patience,  and  teuacity  of  the  North. 
In  our  own  student  days  we  received  many  a  good  suggestion 
from  him,  and,  in  common  with  all  his  pupils,  we  value  the  kind 
interest  he  has  through  so  many  years  taken  in  their  welfare. 

Dr.  Lindsley  is  making  quite  an  extensive  tour  North  and 
East,  in  view  of  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Association  to 
be  held  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  November  next.  This  will  no 
doubt  be  one  of  the  most  important  scientific  congresses  ever  as- 
sembled on  this  continent.  The  Government  of  Canada  and  its 
provinces  Will  be  represented  there,  as  well  as  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments  of  Mexico  and  the  Central  American  repub- 
lics. The  United  States  will  send  a  numerous  delegation,  em- 
bracing physicians,  civil  engineers,  editors,  jurists,  clergymen, 
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and  both  ladies  and  geutlemen  interested  in  the  great  socialistic 
and  philanthropic  feature  of  our  ceutury — health  for  the  masses. 

Dr.  Irving  A.  Watson,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  is  now 
finishing  a  six  months'  tour  through  Mexico  and  Central  Amer- 
ica. On  his  return,  circulars  will  be  sent  out  explaining  all 
needful  details. 

[We  take  pleasure  in  reproducing  the  above  from  the  live, 
progressive,  and  entertaining  Doctor's  Weekly^  of  New  York,  for 
March  19,  1892.— Ed.  S.  P.] 


•*Inc;luvin.''— W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  1228  Market  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  desire  to  send  to  any  physician  a  sample  of 
this  remedy,  wherever  he  has  a  patient  resisting  all  other  treat- 
ment for  sickness  in  gestation,  marasmus,  and  cholera  infantum, 
for  which  it  has  been  found  to  be  almost  a  specific. 

They  also  manufacture  a  large  variety  of  sugar-coated  pills 
and  parvules  of  the  most  reliable  and  satisfactory  character. 
Reliable  for  the  purity  and  freshness  of  the  component  drugs, 
and  in  every  instance  where  tried  giving  the  most  satisfactory 
results.  Having  used  their  preparations  for  a  number  of  years, 
we  can  most  heartily  commend  them  to  our  friends. 

The  following  are  some  of  their  reliable  and  carefully-selected 
formulae:  Pil:  Chalybeate,  containing  proto-carb.  iron,  3  grains, 
successfully  and  scientifically  prepared  in  pill  form,  which  when 
taken  into  the  stomach  produces  the  carbonate  of  protoxide  of 
iron  in  a  quickly-assimilable  condition. 

Their  Pil:  Chalybeate  Corap.  contains  proto-carb.  iron  2^  grs., 
extract  nux  vomica  ^  gr. — an  advautagious  combination  in  anae- 
mia, chlorosis,    phthisis,  scrofula,  loss  of  appetite,  etc. 

Pil:  Aloin,  Belladonna,  and  Strychnine  contains  aloin,  I  gr., 
strychnine,  ^\  gr.,  extract  belladonna,  J  gr.,  a  most  excellent 
tonic  and  laxative. 

Pil  rArthrosia  contains  acid  salicylic,resinapodophyllum,  quinia, 
extracts  colchicum  and  phytolacca,  and  capsicum,  and  has  proved 
almost  a  specific  in  rheumatism  and  gouty  affections. 

Pil:  Sumbul  Comp.  contains  in  each  pill  extract  sumbul,  1  gr., 
asafoetida,  2  grs.,  ferri  sulph.  extract,  1  gr.,  ac.  arsenious,  g^^ 
gr.,  and  is  of  great  value  for  nervous. and  hysterical  females  who 
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need  building  up,  and  is  used  with  great  advantage  in  conjunction 
with  Warner  &  Co.*8  Bronio  Soda,  a  most  excellent  and  agree- 
able effervescent  sedative  and  anodyne. 

Pil:  Anti-dyspeptic  contains  ipecac,  f  gr.,  strychnia,  -^  gr., 
pulv.  piper  niger,  IJ  gr.,  and  extract  gentian,  1  gr.,  a  most  ex- 
cellent combination,  prompt  and  energetic  in  certain  forms  of 
dyspepsia. 

Their  parvules,  from  parmnn  (small),  in  the  form  of  minute 
pills,  contain  minute  doses  for  frequent  repetition,  in»accordance 
with  the  views  of  Sidney  Ringer,  M.D.,  in  his  recent  works  on 
therapeutics,  who,  with  other  reliable  practitioners,  justly  claim 
that  in  many  instances  small  doses  of  medicines  given  at  short 
intervals  exert  a  most  salutary  effect. 

See  the  double-page  advertisement  of  Messrs.  Warner  &  Co. 
in  this  issue,  and  always  when  prescribing  specify  Warner  &  Co. 

First  prize  was  awarded  at  the  Paris  World's  Fair  in  1890, 
being  the  highest  of  its  class,  in  recognition  of  the  following 
claims  for  W.  R.  Warner  &  Co.*s  pills:  1.  Quick  solubility  and 
accuracy;  2.  Reliability  and  permanency  unsurpassed;  3.  Per- 
fection in  coating,  thorough  composition,  and  accurate  subdivis- 
ion; 4.  Excellence  in  the  solubility  of  the  finished  product  in 
from  four  to  six  minutes;  5.  Quinine  pills,  for  accuracy  in  weight 
and  purity  of  material. 


The  Hot  Springs  Medical  Journal  has  made  its  initial 
appearance.  It  is  a  monthly  octavo  of  twenty-four  pages,  edited 
by  Drs.  J.  M.  Kellar,  S.  W.  Franklin,  Thos.  E.  Holland  and  J. 
C  Minor.  The  object  of  this  publication  is  to  acquaint  the  med- 
ical world,  outside  of  Hot  Springs,  with  the  true  value  of  this 
report,  and  to  be  **  the  mouthpiece  of  the  local  reputable  faculty" 
of  that  place.     We  wish  it  success  in  its  enterprise. 


I  have  used  Peacock's  Bromides  with  marked  success  in  cases 
of  hysteria,  cerebral  congestion,  convulsions,  spinal  meningitis 
and,  in  fact,  all  nervous  diseases. — John  M,  Croft,  M.D,,  De- 
troit, Mich, 

His  experience  has  been  the  same  as  mine. — Deering  J,  Jtoh- 
ertSf  .D.,   Editor  Soutliem  Practitioner. 
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New  Buildinos  for  thk  Jefferson  Medical  College  of 
Philadelphia. —  The  Board  of  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  have  just  completed  the  purchase  of 
two  large  lots  on  Broad  Street,  giving  them  a  frontage  of  about 
three  hundred  feet  and  a  depth  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet, 
upon  which  they  will  proceed  to  erect  at  once  a  handsome  hos- 
pital, lecture-hall,  and  laboratory  building.  The  estimated  cost 
of  the  buildings  is  $500,000.  The  hospital  will  be  built  not 
only  as  a  suitable  building  in  which  to  care  for  the  sick  and  in- 
jured, but  also  will  be  provided  with  a  large  amphitheatre  for 
clinical  lectures.  The  basement  of  the  hospital  building  will  be 
given  over  to  the  various  dispensaries,  each  of  which  will  be 
provided  with  large  waiting  and  physicians'  rooms,  as  well  as 
rooms  for  direct  teaching  of  students.  Immediately  across  the 
street  is  the  Howard  Hospital,  and  on  the  adjoining  corner  the 
Ridgway  branch  of  the  Philadelphia  Free  Library,  which  con- 
tains all  the  scientific  works  belonging  to  this  wealthy  corpoi'a- 
tion.  The  new  site  is  even  more  favorably  situated  in  regard  to 
the  centre  of  the  citv  than  the  old  one  at  Tenth  and  Sansoni 
Streets.  The  buildings  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1893  and  1894. 


Papine. — Dr.  C.  S.  Robinson,  Richford,  Tioga  County,  New 
York,  says: 

**I  have  tried  Papine  (Battle  &  Co.),  and  I  find  it  po.s- 
sesses  the  medicinal  virtues  of  opium,  unalloyed  with  the 
drawbacks  following  the  use  of  other  forms  of  the  drug.  I 
tested  Papine  in  my  own  case,  having  used  many  forms  of  opium 
during  forty  years,  but  only  in  acute  attacks.  It  is  not  harmful 
like  crude  opium,  morphine,  and  other  preparations  in  delicate  or 
irritable  stomachj^;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  as  acceptable  as  cordial. 
Also,  the  head  is  not  made  ill,  as  it  is  by  the  other  forms  of 
opium  that  have  come  under  my  observation  during  most  half  a 
century.  Papine  is  more  prompt  than  morphine,  except  when 
the  latter  is  used  hypodcrmically.  My  wife  has  acute  rheumatic 
attacks  and  so-called  *  sick-headaches,'  and  long  ago  decided  she 
was' unable  to  bear  morphine  or  opium  treatment.  On  hearing 
extol  Papine,  she  tried  it  unbeknown  to  me,  and  afterward 
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reported,  eaying:  *I  believe  it  is,  indeed,  a  good  remedy;  I  can 
take  it,  for  it  does  not  make  me  sicker  when  I  am  sick.' " 


An  American  Text-book  of  Surgery,  by  Professors  Keen, 
White,  Burnett,  Conner,  Dennis,  Park,  Nancrede,  Pilcher,  Scnn, 
Shepherd,  Stimson,  Thompson,  and  Warren,  forming  one  hand- 
some royal  volume  of  about  1,200  pages  (10x7  inches),  profusely 
illustrated  with  wood-cuts  in  text  and  cromo-lithographic  plates 
— many  of  them  engraved  from  original  photographs  and  draw- 
ings furnished  by  the  authors.  Price,  cloth,  $7;  sheep,  $8. 
Also,  **An  American  Text-book  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  According  to  American  Teachers,"  edited  by  William 
Pepper,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Provost  of  the  Uiwversity  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  be  completed  in  two  handsome  royal  octavo  volumes  of 
about  1,000  pages  each,  with  illustrations  to  elucidate  text  wher- 
ever necessary.  Price  per  volume,  cloth,  $5;  sheep,  $6;  half- 
russia,  $7.  Both,  to  be  sold  by  subscription  only,  will  soon  be 
issued  by  W.  B.  Saunders,  Publisher,  913  Walnut  Street,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  They  will  be  ready  for  delivery  about  June  1 
1892. 

Agents  wanting  a  good  opportunity  should  apply  at  once  to 
the  publisher. 


The  Medical  Department  op  Grant  University. — The 
Chattanooga  Medical  jCollege  held  its  third  annual  com- 
mencement at  the  Opera  House,  in  Chattanooga,  March  15th 
ult.  A  most  excellent  class  of  thirty -three  members  received  their 
diplomas  from  the  hands  of  H.  S.  Chamberlin,  Esq.,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Cobleigh,  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty,  was  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies,  whose  spicy  and  often  witty  introductions  and 
giving  of  prizes  were  exceedingly  au  fait.  Dr.  Spence,  Presi- 
dent of  the  University,  opened  with  prayer,  when  Professor  N. 
C.  Steele  presented  a  pertinent  paper  containing  some  well-put 
points.  Dr.  Batty,  of  Rome,  Ga.,  who  was  to  have  given  the 
main  address,  was  detained  by  sickness,  and  Bishop  Joyce,  Uni- 
versity Chancellor,  was  drafted  to  fill  his  place,  which  was  ad- 
mirably done.     Mr.  W.  M.  Willingham,  of  Georgia,  delivered 
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the  valedictory,  a  thing  of  good  points  and  rather  racy  puttings, 
with  an  unusually  happy  close,  gaining  deserved  applause. 

Three  prizes  for  superiority  were  won,  first  by  Wm.  Fox, 
Tennessee;  second  by  Jno.  B.  Lee,  Alabama;  third  by  £.  A.H. 
Appleton,  Alabama.  F.  S.  Young,  Mississippi,  and  B.  C. 
Powell,  Georgia,  were  called  out  and  publically  commended  as 
standing  very  near  the  prize-winners. 


The  World's  Columbian  Exposition. — Send  fifty  cents  to 
Bond  &  Co.,  5/6  Rookery,  Chicago,  and  you  will  receive,  post 
paid,  a  four  hundred  page  advance  Guide  to  the  Exposition,  with 
elegant  engravings  of  the  grounds  and  buildings,  portraits  of  its 
leading  spirits,  and  a  map  of  the  city  of  Chicago;  all  of  the  rules 
governing  the  Exposition  and  exhibitors,  and  all  information 
which  can  be  given  out  in  advance  of  its  opening.  Also,  other 
engravings  and  printed  information  will  be  sent  you  as  published. 
It  will  be  a  very  valuable  book,  and  every  person  should  secure 
a  copy. 


The  Cosmopolitan  for  April. — With  the  April  number, 
the  Cosmopolitan  completes  its  twelfth  volume  in  a  manner  worthy 
the  wide  and  growing  popularity  of  this  magazine.  The  Cosmopo- 
litun  is  the  most  superbly  illustrated  of  the  monthlies,  and  the 
pictorial  embellishment  of  the  April  number  is  rather  above  the 
average. 

The  subscription  price  is  only  three  dollars  per  annum;  single 
copies  twenty -five  cents.  Get  the  April  number  at  least,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  want  to  continue  taking  it,  at  least  so  long  as  it 
is  kept  up  to  its  present  standard  of  excellence.  It  is  unquest- 
ionably the  most  attractive  literary  magazine  of  the  age. 


The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association  to  consider  the  best  means  for  promot- 
ing the  prosperity  of  the  sections  of  the  Association  will  hold  a 
meeting  in  the  Hotel  Cadillac,  Detroit,  Mich.,  June  6,  at  3  p.m. 
Members  of  the  committee  are  requested  to  notify  the  Chairman 
of  their  intention  to  be  present  at  the  meeting. 

The  committee  would  esteem  it  a  favor  if  each  member  of  the 
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Association  would  communicate,  in  writing,  his  or  her  views  con- 
cerning the  best  measures  for  promoting  the  development  of  the 
sections.  Such  communications  may  be  sent  to  John  8.  Mar- 
shall, M.D.,  Chairman,  9  Jackson  Street,  Chicago. 


The  Natioiial  Medical  Review  is  the  name  of  a  new  medical 
journal,  of  which  No.  1  of  Vol.  I.  has  just  made  its  appearance. 
It  is  edited  and  published  by  Charles  H.  Stowell,  M.D.,  for- 
merly professor  of  histology  at  the  University  of  Michigan, 
founder  and  for  several  years  editor  of  the  Microscope^  and  now 
practicing  medicine  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The  new  journal 
makes  a  good  appearance,  its  title-page  being  especially  attract- 
ive.    "May  it  live  long  and  prosper." 


** Eminent  American  Physicians  and  Surgeons"  is  the 
title  of  a  work  now  "on  the  stocks"  to  be  completed  near  the 
close  of  the  present  year.  It  will  be  sold  by  subscription  only. 
Of  the  first  edition  it  is  intended  to  issue'  between  five  and  ten 
thousand  copies,  the  exact  number  depending  upon  the  list  of 
bonor-fide  subscribers  obtained  while  the  book  is  in  preparation. 
Unquestionably  the  latter  number  above  mentioned  should  be 
readily  obtained.  Any  information  will  be  readily  and  gladly 
furnished  by  R.  French  Stone,  16  West  Ohio  Street,  Indianapolis, 
lud. 


Malted  Milk. — We  are  informed  that  many  physicians  are 
using  Malted  Milk  themselves,  as  it  makes  a  highly-nutritious 
drink.  It  can  be  kept  always  on  hand  for  cases  of  emergency, 
such  as  night  calls  or  long  drives.  It  is  just  the  diet  to  use  in 
typhoid,  la  grippe,  and  all  wasting  diseases.  A  sample  will  be 
sent  to  any  physician  for  trial  on  application  to  Malted  Milk 
Company,  Racine,  Wis. 


For  the  past  year  or  two  I  have  been  using  Peacock's  Bro- 
mides with  good  success,  and  from  my  experience  find  it  the 
most  satisfactory  of  any  of  that  class  of  preparations  now  on 
the  market. — A.  Conway,  M.D.,  La  Monte,  Mo, 
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The  forty-third  annual  session  of  the  Medical  Association  of 
Georgia  will  meet  in  Columbus,  Ga.,  April  20,  21,  and  22.  The 
officers  are:  President,  G.  W.  Mulligan,  M.D.,  of  Washington, 
Ga.;  Vice-Presidents,  James  M.  Hull,  M.D.,  of  Augusta,  and 
Mark  H.  O'Daniel,  M.D.,  of  Macon;  Trejusurer,  E.  C.  Good- 
rich, M.D.,  of  Augusta;  Hecretary,  Dan  H.  Howell,  M.D.,  of 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

L.  D.  MoIntosii,  M.D.,  D.D.S. — It  is  with  great  regret  that 
we  report  the  death  of  the  above-named  estimable  gentleman, 
which  occurred  very  suddenly  on  Tuesday,  March  1st,  at  De 
Funiak  Springs,  Fla.,  where  he  had  gone  to  lecture  before  the 
Florida  Chautauqua  on  microscopy  and  kindred  subjects.  He 
was  Vice-President  of  the  Mcintosh  Battery  and  Optical  Com- 
pany. To  his  relatives  and  many  friends  we  extend  our  sinoei-e 
sympathy. 


eviews  mtd  Book  Moiices. 


The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  Designed  for  the  Use 
of  Practitioners  and  Students  of  Medicine.  By  William  Osler,  M.D., 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London ;  Professor  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  Johns  Hopkins  University  and  Physician-in-Chief  to  the 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Baltimore ;  formerly  Professor  of  the  Insti- 
tutes of  Medicine,  McGill  University,  Montreal ;  and  Professor  of 
Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Sold  only  by  subscription.  Price,  cloth,  $o.50;  sheep,  f6.50;  half  mo- 
rocco, 1^7.     D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  Publishers,  1-5  Bond  Street,  New  York. 

A  truly  magnificent  book,  modest  in  its  title  and  without  a 
preface,  for  the  appropriate  note  in  which  he  tenders  his  thanks 
to  valuable  assistance  he  has  received  from  Drs.  H.  A.  Lafleur, 
W.  S.  Thayer,  D.  Meredith  Reese,  H.  M.  Thomas,  L.  P.  Powell, 
and  Miss  B.  0.  Humptou,  cannot  be  so  called;  even  an  intro- 
ductory chapter  or  section  is  discarded,  the  author  commenciug 
with  Section  I.,  ** Specific  Infectious  Diseases,"  typhoid  fever 
being  the  first  considered.  Section  II.  is  devoted  to  ** Constitu- 
tional Diseases;'*  Section  III.,  ** Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Sys- 
tem;" Section   IV.,    ** Diseases   of   the   Respiratory   System;" 
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Section  V.,  ** Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System;"  Section  VI., 
''Diseases  of  the  Blood  and  Ductless  Glands;''  Section  VII., 
*' Diseases  of  the  Kidneys;"  Section  VIII.,  ** Diseases  of  the 
Nervous  System;"  Section  IX.,  ** Diseases  of  the  Muscles;" 
Section  X.,  ** The  Intoxications;  Sun-stroke;  Obesity;"  Section 
XI.,  ** Diseases  Due  to  Animal  Parasites." 

No  less  than  nineteen  charts,  representing  the  character  of  tem- 
perature, the  pulse,  blood,  etc.,  in  some  of  the  more  important 
diseases,  are  faithfully  and  instructively  delineated;  and  nine 
figures  representing  various  morbid  and  other  conditions  of  the 
nervous  system. 

While  I  have  not  had  the  time  or  opportunity  to  read  over 
thoroughly  and  completely  the  entire  work,  I  feel  fully  justified, 
from  a  somewhat  careful  examination  of  a  number  of  the  most 
important  sections,  in  most  heartily  commending  it  as  a  most  ex- 
cellent book  for  both  practitioner  and  student;  and  can  say  sin- 
cerely that  any  one  following  its  judicious  and  correct  teaching 
will  not  be  disappointed. 

The  author.  Dr.  William  Osier,  is  too  well  and  widely  known 
as  teacher,  clinician,  writer,  and  careful  and  correct  observer  to 
require  any  introduction  to  the  medical  men  on  this  or  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  AVhile  his  connection  with  the  leading 
hospitals  of  either  America  or  Europe  has  given  him  an  interna- 
tional reputation,  it  has  endowed  him  as  well  with  a  particular 
fitness  for  the  responsible  task  of  preparing  a  text-book  on  the 
principles  and  practice  of  medicine  which  is  really  and  truly  an 
ideal  work. 

A  fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Loudon,  a 
most  enviable  title  indeed,  drafted  from  the  chair  of  Institutes 
of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  McGill  Universitv,  Mon- 
treal,  to  the  chair  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  from  the  latter  to  the  chair  of  Medicine  in 
the  Johns  Hopskius  University  and  the  position  of  physician-in- 
chief  to  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  at  Baltimore,  are  historical 
events  in  his  life  to  commend  him  to  the  most  intelligent  and 
critical  reader;  to  say  nothing  of  the  years  of  laborious  research 
and  most  careful  investigation  that  have  ever  marked  his  career. 

The  letter-press,  binding,  paper,  etc.,  are  just  such  as  one 
may  always  confidently  expect  from  D.  Appleton  <fc  Co, 
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In  couclusiou,  I  would  say  do  not  neglect  an  opportunity  to 
subscribe  to  so  excellent  a  work. 


FiTFH  AND  Sixth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Staie  Board  of  Health 
AND  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Transmitted  to  the  Governor  December,  1889-90.  8vo,  cloth  and  paper, 
pp.  634  and  740.     Edwin  K.  Meyers,  State  Printer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Benjamin 
Lee,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  these  two  very  excellent  and  handsome  volumes,  the  fifth  re- 
port being  handsomely  bound  in  blue  cloth,  the  sixth  in  paper. 
While  the  first  is  the  more  attractive  externally,  yet  we  are  glad 
enough  to  get  either  and  in  any  readable  shape  whatever — it  is 
the  inside  kernel,  the  grains  of  solid  facts,  the  elaborate  special 
reports,  papers,  and  tables  of  vital  statistics,  that  makes  them 
especially  valuable  to  the  sanitarian,  the  hygienist,  the  physi- 
cian, and  the  political  economist,  who  by  the  means  of  such  re- 
ports, etc.,  are  enabled  to  materially  benefit  their  people  by 
sound,  intelligent,  and  practical  advice.  Day  by  day  local,  mu- 
nicipal, county,  and  State  boards  of  health  are  assuming  more 
and  more  the  important  station  they  justly  demand,  and  we  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  every  State  will 
have  its  State  Board  of  Health,  or  Medical  Director  of  Health, 
each  one  as  well  organized  as  the  grand  old  Commonwealth  estab- 
lished by  that  noble  old  Quaker,  scientist,  divine,  and  political 
economist  from  whom  it  takes  its  name,  and  that  each  one  will 
be  able  annually  to  send  out  like  valuable  reports,  thus  interest- 
ing their  people  in  the  grand  questions  of  public  health,  the  whole 
surmounted  by  the  key-stone  of  the  arch,  a  SECRETARY  OF 
PUBLIC  HEALTH,  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  with  his  assistant  secretaries,  clerks,  and 
subordinates  as  other  Cabinet  officers  of  other  departments  that 
are  of  no  greater  importance.  Furthermore,  we  cannot  but  feel 
a  little  chagrined  that  the  penny-wise  and  pound-foolish  parsimony 
of  the  legislative  department  of  our  own  grand  old  Volunteer 
State  has  precluded  the  possibility  of  our  own  excellent  and  prac- 
tical State  Board  for  so  many  years  getting  out  just  such  prac- 
tical and  valuable  public  documents  annually.  Well,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  state  of  things  will  not  last  much  longer — th« 
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light  is  breaking  in  the  east,  and  we  soon  hope  to  see  it  pervade 
our  entire  continent  to  its  extreme  western  confines  and  from  the 
lakes  to  the  gulf.  The  Monthly  Bulletin  of  our  State  Board, 
while  doing  much,  indeed,  to  enlighten  our  people  on  the  im- 
portant questions  of  sanitation,  should  be  supplemented  by  an 
annual  report,  which  could  not  but  prove  valuable  with  so  able 
a  board  to  formulate  and  so  efficient  a  Secretary  to  compile  and 
edit. 

The  composition  of  the  Board  of  Pennsylvania,  we  find  from 
the  sixth  annual  report,  is  as  follows:  Prof.  George  G.  Groff, 
M.D.,  of  Lewisburg,  President;  Benjamin  Lee,  M.D.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Secretary;  and  Pemberton  Dudley,  M.D.,  Joseph  Ed- 
wards, M.D.,  Howard  Murphy,  C.E.,  of  Philadelphia;  J.  H. 
McClelland,  M.D.,  of  Pittsburgh;  and  Hon.  Samuel  T.  Davis, 
M.D.,  of  Lancaster,  members. 

The  Bureau  of  Registration  of  Vital  Statistics  is  composed  of 
the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  with  office  at  the  State  Cap- 
itol, Harrisburg;  Dr.  Benjamin  Lee  being  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  Registration  of  Vital  Statistics. 

We  regret  that  time  and  space  will  not  permit  a  more  extended 
review  of  these  excellent  volumes  at  this  time,  but  conclude  with 
the  positive  statement  that  they  are  most  interesting  indeed,  from 
the  report  of  the  meetings  of  the  board  to  the  very  full  and  com- 
plete index.  Quite  a  number  of  valuable  maps  and  charts  are 
to  be  found  in  each  volume,  in  addition  to  the  valuable  reports 
of  local  and  county  boards  and  special  reporters. 

Bacteriological  Diagnosis:  Tabular  Aids  for  Use  in  Practical 
Work.  James  Eisenberg,  Ph.D.,  M. I).,  Vienna;  Translated  and 
Augmented,  with  permission  of  the  author,  from  the  Second  German 
Edition,  by  Xorval  H.  Pierce,  M.D.,  Surgeon  to  the  Out-Door  De- 
prrtment  of  Michael  Reese  Hospital;  Assistant  to  Surgical  Clinic,  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Chicago,  111.  Octavo,  Cloth,  pp  184, 
price  $1,60.  The  F.  A.  Davis  Co.,  1231  Filbert  Street,  Philadelphia, 
Publishers.     1892. 

Dr.  Eisenberg  holds  rank  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
advanced  students  of  the  world- renowned  Koch,  and  as  a  token 
of  respect  dedicates  his  eminently  practical  series  of  tables  to  this 
great  teacher  and  investigator. 

The  book  is  arranged  in  a  series  of  well-prepared  tables,  in 
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which  will  be  found  the  followiiig  facts  in  regard  to  bacteria  and 
all  forms  of  germ-life,  instructively  and  practically  arranged: 
Place  found,  form  and  arrangement,  motility,  growth  in  the 
various  forms  of  media,  temperature,  rapidity  of  growth,  spore 
formation,  aerobiosis,  gas  production,  gelatin  reaction,  and  path- 
ogenesis. 

He  first  considers  non -pathogenic  bacteria,  liquifying  gelatin 
and  not  liquifying  gelatin;  then  the  pathogenic  bacteria,  cul- 
tivated outside  the  animal  body  and  not  cultivated  outside  the 
animal  body;  and,  third,  fungi.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  he  gives 
the  place  found,  color  of  growth,  mycel  arrangement,  fructifica- 
tion organs,  growth,  temperature,  examination  methods,  and 
pathogenesis. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  micro-organisms  are  cousidereii, 
and  it  will  afford  to  the  student  and  investigator  in  bacteriology 
most  valuable  and  important  assistance. 

The  work  of  the  translator  is  evidently  done  in  a  satisfactory 
and  efficient  manner. 

A  Dictionary  of  Treatment,  or  Therapeutic  Index,  including  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Therapeutics.  By  William  Whitla,  M.D.  ,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  Queen's  College  Belfast. 
Kevised  and  adapted  to  the  Pharmacopceia  of  the  United  States.  In 
one  octavo  volume  of  917  pages.  Cloth,  $4,00  Philladelphia,  Lea 
Brothers  &  Co.,  1892. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  work  more  directly  ser- 
viceable to  the  practitioner.  Within  the  compass  of  900  pages 
it  details  the  treatment  of  all  diseases,  arranging  them  alph- 
abetically for  instant  reference.  A  compendious  index  adds 
further  to  the  convenience  of  the  volume.  Its  purpose  being  to 
convey  full  information  for  the  cure  of  disease,  all  the  most  ap- 
proved measures,  medicinal  and  non-medicinal,  including  electri- 
city, massage,  baths,  surgery,  etc.,  etc.,  are  placed  at  the  imme- 
diate command  of  the  reader.  The  author  is  already  widely 
known  as  an  author,  teacher,  and  practitioner,  and  he  has  here 
furnished  a  volume  which  should  occupy  a  position  on  the  office- 
table  of  every  physician  and  surgeon.  It  will  afford  a  most  val- 
uable means  for  quick  and  ready  reference  when  time  is  not  op- 
portune for  reference  to  more  voluminous  works. 
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THE  SCIENC^E  OF  LIFE.* 


BY    J.    W.    PENN,    M.D.,  OF    HUMBOLDT,    TENN., 

PrmdeiU  Ihineiisee  Statu  Medical  Societif. 


Ill  accordance  with  a  custom,  now  time  hoDored  iii  tliis  body, 
I,  as  your  retiring  President,  have  prepared  a  short  address 
which  I  trust  may  prove  both  interesting  and  instructive,  or,  to 
say  the  least,  may  suggest  some  thoughts  of  scientific  interest. 
The  subject  chosen  for  this  occasion  is  the  ** Science  of  Life." 
At  the  threshold  of  its  discussion  we  are  naturally  led  to  in- 
quire, What  is  life?  Is  it  an  entity,  a  principle,  or  simply  a 
state  of  organic  matter?     Of  one  thing  we  are  certain,  it  is  that 


*  Annual  Address  of  the  President,  delivered  at  the  fifty-ninth  annual 
meeting?  of  The  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  at  Knoxville,  Tenp., 
TuewUiy,  April  12,  1892. 

2 


194  ORIGINAL   COMMUNICATIONS. — PEMN. 

happy  conditiou  which  all  liviug  heiu^,  vegetable  or  atiiiiial, 
either  uacouBciuualy,  iuistiiic lively  or  iutelligeutly  strive  to  pre- 
serve and  perpetuate. 

Life,  in  the  hroadest  sense  of  the  term,  applies  to  every  order, 
species,  variety,  and  iudlvidual,  thing,  or  being  which  haa  within 
iUelf  functional  activity  of  its  molecules  and  organisms,  kept  in 
opCTation  by  the  vis  vitie,  including  germination,  growth  and  re- 
production, in  accordance  with  the  immutable  law  of  the  un- 
changeable Author  of  Life. 

We  might  inquire  how  life  originated  on  this  terrestrial  sphere, 
even  in  its  lowest  form;  we  might  strive  ever  so  earnestly,  and 
patiently,  and  laboriously,  if  you  please,  to  acquaint  ourselves 
with  the  modus  operandi  of  the  agencies  employed  to  develop 
that  cnmplex  process  in  living  organic  matter  which  is  denomi- 
nated life,  with  necesBurlly  only  negative  results. 
Why  is  this  true? 

One  Individual  might  answer  the  question  in  one  way,  and  an- 
other, in  a  way  entirely  different;  a  third,  a  fourth,  and  on  aud 
on  to  an  indefinite  numher,  all  differing  iu  theory,  according  to 
individual  pecularity;  each  simply  reasoning  from  his  own  stand- 
point, according  to  his  mental  calibre  aud  the  light  which  he 
might  possess.  Yet  the  Inquiry  would  amount  to  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  mere  speculation. 

We  must  deal  with  life,  then,  as  a  fact.     For  practical,  or 

even  scientific  purposes  it  matters  not  to  us  how  it  originated. 

Or,  in  other  words,  we  need  not  be  concerned  because  we  cannot 

psnlnin  nr  understand,  or  even — so  far  as  we  have  any  means  of 

g — BO  much  as  conceive  of  the  precise  manner  In  which 

;  Author  aud  Giver  of  Life  employed  the  means  by 

as  first  established. 

we,  by  Inquiry  of  the  most  painstaking,  patient,  aud 
liaracter,  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  agencies  employed, 
er  of  their  arrangement,  by  which  the  first  forms  of 
roduced . 

e,  we  deal  with  life  as  It  is,  aud,  doubtless,  there  hss 
}  change  In  its  variuus  forms,  or  in  the  different  orders 
uf  living  things  and  helngs  in  the  world,  since  they 
ed,  except  such  as  have  been  wrought  by  climate, 
what  we  term  culture.      Doubtless  all  forms  of  life 
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are  just  as  they  were  wheu  they  came  from  the  plastic  hami  of 
Him  who  created  all  things;  aud  as  to  the  facts  of  the  origin  of 
life  we  can  do  no  better  than  to  accept  the  Mosaic  account  of  it 
as  we  have  it  in  holy  writ.  We  are  told  that  *'  In  the  beginning 
God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth. 

**And  the  earth  was  without  form,  aud  void;  and  darkness 
was  upon  the  face  of  the  waters.'*  Then,  in  the  process  of  crea- 
tion, when  the  waters  had  been  gathered  together,  the  dry  land 
appeared,  which  the  great  Creator  called  earth,  and  the  gather- 
ing together  of  the  waters  he  called  seas. 

*'Aud  God  said:  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  grass,  the  herb 
yeilding  seed,  and  the  fruit  tree,  fruit  after  his  kind,  whose  seed 
is  in  itself,  upon  the  earth,  and  it  was  so;  and  the  earth  brought 
fourth  grass  and  herb  yielding  seed  after  his  kind,  and  the  tree 
yielding  fruit  whose  seed  was  in  itself,  after  his:  and  God  saw 
that  it  was  good.'* 

Then  we  are  told  of  the  creation  of  the  planets,  which  were  to 
shed  their  light  upon  the  earth,  to  divide  day  from  uight,  and  to 
be  for  signs  and  for  seasons,  and  for  days  and  years;  all  of  which 
were  pronounced  good. 

'*And  God  said:  Let  the  waters  bring  forth  abundantly  the 
moving  creature  that  has  life,  and  fowl  that  may  fly  above  the 
earth,  in  the  open  firmament  of  heaven. 

**  And  God  created  gteat  whales  and  every  living  creature  that 
moveth,  which  the  waters  brought  forth  abundantly,  after  their 
kind,  and  every  winged  fowl  after  his  kind:  and  God  saw  it  was 
good. 

'*And  God  blessed  them,  saying.  Be  fruitful,  and  multiply, 
aud  fill  the  waters  in  the  seas,  and  let  fowl  multiply  in  the 
earth. 

**Aud  God  said:  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  the  living  creature 
after  his  kind,  cattle  and  creeping  thing  and  beast  of  the  earth 
after  his  kind;  and  it  was  so. 

**And  God  made  the  beast  of  the  earth  after  his  kind,  and 
cattle  after  their  kind,  and  every  thing  that  creepeth  upon  the 
earth  after  his  kind,  and  God  saw  that  it  was  good. 

'*Aud  God  said:  Let  us  make  man  in  our  own  image,  after  our 
own  likeness;  and  let  them  have  dominion  over  the  fish  of  the  sea, 
aud  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  aud  over  the  cattle,  j^ud  over  all 
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the  earth,  and  over  every  every  creeping  thing  that  creepeth  upon 
the  earth.  ^ 

*SSo  (rod  created  man  iu  his  own  image.  In  the  image  of  God 
created  He  him;  male  and  female  created  He  them. 

*^And  God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  unto  them,  Be  fruitful, 
and  multiply  and  replenish  the  earth  and  subdue  it :  and  have  do- 
minion over  the  fish  of  the  sea  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air  and 
over  every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth." 

It  is  under  this  divine  commission,  gentlemen,  that  we  are  now 
assembled  to  inquire  into  the  yet  hidden  mysteries  of  this  king- 
dom, over  which  we  are  appointed  rulers. 

What  better  history  of  the  beginning  of  life  can  we  ever  pos- 
sibly obtain? 

The  different  e|)och8,  described  as  days  by  the  sacred  writer, 
which  comprise  tlie  creation  period,  together  with  the  order  in  ♦ 
which  the  different  forms  of  life  succeeded  each  other,  taken  iu 
connection  with  the  eminent  degree  of  success  attained  by  man 
in  subduing  and  governing  the  earth,  all  bear  out  the  truth  of 
the  Mosaic  account  of  creation. 

We  not  only  learn  that  all  forms  of  life,  vegetable  and  animal, 
were  created  in  the  beginning,  but  that  each  was  provided  with 
the  means  of  procreation  or  reproduction  of  it«  kind.  Since  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  learn  more  than  we  now  know  of  the  origin 
of  life  in  all  or  any  of  its  forms,  we  deal  with  it  as  it  is. 

The  existence  of  life  is  a  self-evident  fact,  with  scientists  it  is 
the  problem  of  problems,  and  we  will  have  accomplished  much  if 
we  can  acquaint  ourselves  with  the  mode  of  origin  and  preserva- 
tion of  life  in  the  individual. 

In  regard  to  the  agencies  employed  in  the  procreation,  germi- 
nation, development,  and  preservation  of  life,  there  is  a  striking 
analogy  traceable  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  order  of  organic 
living  things  or  beings.  First  there  must  be  a  germ -producing 
parent  or  parents,  procreative  force,  an  individual  germ,  a  pa- 
bulum, and  the  vis  vitae. 

There  are  two  forms  or  varieties  of  procreation  or  reproduction, 
the  one  pertains  to  individual  life,  the  other  to  cell  life.  A  dual 
parentage  is,  in  the  economy  of  nature,  necessary  for  the  pro- 
creation of  individual  life,  in  either  plants  or  animals.  In  most, 
if  not  in  all  forms  of  vegetable  life,  and  some  of  the  lower  forms 
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of  animal  life,  the  parent  is  one,  as  an  individual  or  single  being 
or  thing;  but  the  dual  parentage  is  none  the  less  represented. 
The  apparently  single  progenitor  is  bi-sexual.  The  male  and 
female  parentage  both  represented,  and  their  respective  functions 
ill  the  process  of  reproduction  are  as  trul}'  and  efficiently  per- 
formed as  if  they  were  separate  and  distinct. 

Now,  to  commence  with  the  beginning  of  individual  life,  we 
find,  first,  the  germ,  which  is  composed  of  protoplasm,  and  is 
furnished  by  the  female  parent  and  qualified  for  developmental 
activity  by  the  fertilizing  contribution  of  the  male  parent;  then, 
under  the  conditions  prescribed  by  nature,  viz:  the  presence  of 
heat,  moisture,  and  the  nutrient  pabulum,  the  vis  vitse  quickens 
the  fertilized  germ  into  organic  activity,  the  molecules  begin  to 
move  in  obedience  to  the  combined  agencies  employed  by  the 
immutable  law  of  procreation,  to  establish  a  new  life,  a  cell  is 
formed,  it  feeds  upon  its  pabulum  and  thus  attains  adult  cell 
life.  Within  it  are  nuclei,  two  or  more,  and  within  these  are 
nucleoli. 

The  parent  cell  is  ruptured  and  its  nuclei  become  cells,  and  the 
nucleoli  become  the  nuclei  of  other  cells,  and  so  on  and  on  the 
process  of  cell  development  continues,  leading  up  to  the  tissue 
formation.  The  tissues  thus  formed  are  employed  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  various  organs;  thus  by  cell  growth  the  process 
of  development  continues  through  the  entire  embryonic  period, 
with  a  degree  of  energy,  vigor,  and  stability,  in  exact  proportion 
to  the  procreative  force  imparted  by  the  parents,  culminating 
in  the  perfectly  formed  individual  infant.  The  infant  thus 
formed,  whether  it  be  of  the  vegetable  or  animal  kingdom,  is 
capable  of  maintaining  an  independent  existence;  that  is,  it  is 
separated  from  the  parent  and  has  its  vital  resources  within  itself. 
Its  growth  progresses  by  cell  multiplication,  cell  generation,  cell 
reproduction,  cell  procreation,  if  you  please.  The  individual  be- 
comes to  the  cell  life  within  just  what  the  earth  is  to  the  various 
forms  of  life  which  exist  upon  and  within  it. 

The  individual  plant  or  animal  is  a  microcosm,  inhabited  by 
myriads  of  cells,  in  all  stages  of  cell  life,  differing  in  nature  and 
quality  according  to  the  various  tissues  into  the  formation  of 
which  they  enter,  as  the  various  orders  and  species  of  vegetable 
and  animal  life  differ.     Cell  life  is  kept  up  in  the  individual  by 
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a  modification  of  the  same  law  of  procreation  with  which  the  in- 
dividual parents  are  endowed.  The  procreative  force  of  the 
parents  is  by  no  means  exhausted  in  the  creation  of  a  new  being. 
It  is  really  at  that  point  just  beginning  to  manifest  its  energy, 
which  is  to  continue,  not  merely  to  the  end  of  the  life  of  that  in- 
dividual, but  on  and  on  through  the  succeeding  generations  of  off- 
spring. The  vigor  and  stamina  of  the  cells  and  of  cell  growth  in  a 
given  individual,  is  determined  and  measured  by  the  procreative 
energy  imparted  by  one  or  both  parents,  and  so  exact  is  the  hered- 
itary  quality  which  is  thus  imparted  to  the  cells  that  all  consti- 
tutional pecularities  of  the  parents  are  reproduced  in  the  off- 
spring. Size,  height,  bony  skeleton,  muscular  power,  energy,  ac- 
tivity, endurance,  features — in  short,  every  physical  pecularity 
or  individual  characteristic;  and  in  the  highest  orders  of  life 
even  the  moral  and  mental  faculties  are  moulded  after  the  pa- 
rental pattern.  Hence,  the  eagerness  with  which  men,  engaged 
in  raising  for  profit  fine  horses,  sheep,  and  cattle,  seek  the  pure 
bloods  in  certain  excellent  traits  or  qualities  which  are  traced 
back  through  a  long  line  of  noble  ancestors. 

Individual  life  being  the  aggregate  of  cell  life,  the  procreative 
energy  of  the  parent  is  fully  represented  in  the  cell  reproduction 
in  every  tissue.  Thus  the  bone  cells,  having  received,  retain  and 
transfer  to  their  progeny  the  vigor  and  reproductive  force  and 
energy  of  the  individual  parent  or  parents;  and  so  with  the  mus- 
cular, nerve,  and  every  other  tissue,  gland,  and  organ  in  the 
body  of  the  individual  organism.  Thus,  in  infancy  and  youth, 
growth  is  rapid,  vigorous,  and  strong. 

During  the  period  of  adult  life,  the  same  reproductive  force 
received  from  the  parent  is  perpetuated  by  the  cell  life  in  the  in- 
dividual for  a  period  in  proportion  to  the  quality  of  longevity 
characteristic  of  the  particular  line  of  ancestry;  and  even  in  old 
age  this  force  is  so  conserved  with  a  degree  of  economy  and  tenac- 
ity which  lengthens  out  the  life  of  the  individual  by  a  slow  and 
almost  imperceptible  decline,  until  cell  life  ultimately  loses  the 
procreative  force,  and  the  individual  life  calmly  goes  out,  in 
obedience  to  natural  law,  like  sunset  at  the  close  of  a  balmy  sum- 
mer day.  This  law  of  cell  procreation  underlies  and  esqplains 
heredity  in  all  of  its  aspects.  The  rules  of  expectancy  observed 
by  all  life  insurance  organizations  are  based  upon  this  law. 
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Without  knowing  why,  the  just  conclusions  have  been  reached  by 
long-continued,  close,  and  patient  observation,  that  parents  who 
are  normally  developed,  physically  'perfect,  free  from  constitu- 
tional taint  of  every  and  all  description  or  kind,  bequeath  their 
anatomical  and  physiological  perfections  to  their  offspring;  hence, 
they  are  safely  insurable,  because,  by  virtue  of  their  heathf  ul 
ancestry,  they  naturally  have  the  expectancy  of  long  life. 

Upon  what  other  theory  can  heredity  be  explained,  since  indi- 
vidual life  is  the  aggregate  of  cell  life,  and  the  likeness  of  the 
progenitors  is  plainly  demonstrated  in  the  offspring  in  every  par- 
ticular? To  what  can  it  be  ascribed,  other  than  an  active  force, 
received  from  the  parent,  operating  in  the  descendant?  Certainly 
nothing;  and  the  only  scientific  solution,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
is  this  immutable  law  of  the  transfer  of  the  procreative  force 
from  the  parent  to  offspring,  acting  throughout  the  entire  life  of 
the  individual,  in  the  form  of  cell  procreation.  A  cell,  which  is 
the  first  form  of  life  in  organic  matter,  cannot  be  reproduced  in 
any  other  way  than  by  a  legitimate  physiological  cell  procreation . 
The  first  cell  which  is  evolved  in  the  germ  of  an  individual  or- 
ganism is  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  vis  vitse  upon  the  fer- 
tilized parental  germ.  The  parental  procreative  force  quickens 
the  sentient  material,  thus  imparting  the  capability  of  response 
to  the  motive  power  of  the  vis  vitse.  Molecular  movement  sets 
up,  a  cell  is  formed,  which  feeds  upon  the  circumambient  proto- 
plasm, and  thus  cell  generation  begins. 

The  energy  regulating  vital  action,  in  which  process  is  the  pro- 
creative  force  of  the  parents,  which  is  continuous,  not  only  to 
the  end  of  the  life  of  a  given  individual,  but  on  and  on  through 
the  posterity  of  a  particular  line  of  ancestry,  unless  interrupted 
by  morbid  or  extraneous  influences.  This  procreative  force, 
however,  may  be  to  a  certain  extent  renewed  in  degree  with  the 
beginning  of  each  life  to  compensate  any  loss  of  energy  by  ex- 
haustion; but,  all  things  being  equal,  it  is  never  changed  in  kind. 
This  law  of  perpetuation  of  the  procreative  force  through  the 
life  of  the  individual,  manifesting  itself  in  cell  reproduction,  as 
evinced  by  the  continuous  display  of  parental  characteristics, 
prove  conclusively  that  individual  life  is  preserved  and  perpet- 
uated by  the  same  process  which  originates  it. 

The  aggregate  of  cell  procreation  is  the  counterpart  of  individ- 
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ual  procreation,  and  a  correct  and  familiar  understanding  of 
this  great  physiological  law  would  be  of  incalculable  value  in 
floriculture,  horticulture,  agriculture,  sanitation,  and  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  surgery.  Given  first,  a  healthy  parentage,  then 
a  knowledge  of  the  chemico-physiological  constituency  of  the 
nutrient  pabulum,  including  an  exact  understanding  of  the  ele- 
ments entering  into  the  cell  formation  of  the  various  tissues  re- 
spectively, any  deficiency  can,  with  mathematical  precision,  be 
added  to  secure  growth,  to  maintain  adult  equilibrium,  and  even 
to  protract  the  inevitable  decline  of  old  age;  thus  filling  the  full 
measure  of  time  allotted  to  all  forms  of  individual  life,  from  mi- 
croscopic ephemera,  either  cryptogamic  or  animalcular,  up  to  the 
centenarian  of  the  genus  homo. 

Now,  gentlemen,  to  make  a  practical  application  of  this  law — 
the  perpetuation  of  the  parental  procreative  force  throughout  the  • 
life  of  the  individual  in  the  process  of  cell  procreation,  I  would 
suggest  that,  first,  as  sanitarians  we  should  look  to  the  degree  of 
vital  perfection  derived  from  the  ancestral  line  ;  granted  we  find 
that  more  or  less  abnormal,  we  may  feel  sure  that  sanitary  meas- 
ures, even  when  applied  in  strict  accordance  with  the  natural 
laws  of  the  science  of  life,  will  prove  merely  palliative,  and  suc- 
cessful only  in  proportion  to  the  proper  adaptation  of  the  nutri- 
ent pabulum  to  the  assimulating  power  of  the  enfeebled  cell  life 
af  the  individual. 

In  the  study  of  nutrient  material,  either  as  a  sanitary  or  re- 
medial agent,  we  should  adopt  as  our  standard  that  of  the  proto- 
plast or  germinal  vesicle  in  which  individual  life  has  its  origin, 
of  which  we  have  a  beautiful  example  in  the  egg  of  the  ovipara; 
departing  from  the  standard  by  varying  the  constiuent  propor- 
tions when  necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  tissue  most  at 
fault. 

In  regard  to  the  use  .of  food  as  a  remedial  agent,  I  have  long 
entertained  the  opinion  that  it  is  often  administered  improperly 
in  the  treatment  of  acute  disease,  especially  is  this  true  among 
the  better  class  of  people — we  might  say  all  classes  in  the  small 
towns  and  agriculturical  districts  in  all  civilized  countries.  Priva- 
tion of  food  in  such  localities  is  rarely,  if  ever,  the  cause  of  acute 
disease;  and  temporary  abstinence  seems  to  accord  with  the  econ- 
omy and  design  of  nature. 
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During  the  period  of  activity  in  acute  febrile  affections — and  all 
such  diseases  are  attended  with -fever  in  greater  or  lese  degree — we 
find,  not  merely  absence  of  a  desire  for  food,  but  an  actual 
aversion  to  even  the  most  tempting  articles  of  diet.  Food  forced 
upon  the  patient  under  such  circumstances,  as  is  too  often  done, 
I  fear,  can  only  prove  injurious.  When  there  is  an  aversion  to 
food,  if  taken,  in  all  probability  it  will  not  be  digested,  and  even 
if  it  is  it  cannot  be  assimilated ;  cell  reproduction,  and  conse- 
quent tissue  change  is  for  the  time  suspended,  and  the  presence 
of  undigested  foo<l  in  the  stomach,  or  of  unassimilated  nutrient 
material  in  the  blood,  can  only  be  an  additional  source  of  irrita- 
tion. 

In  the  reports  of  practice  in  hospitals,  especially  charitable  in- 
stitutions, we  often  read  of  wonderful  success  in  the  treatment  of 
disease,  particularly  in  typhoid  fever,  by  food  alone. 

Young  practitioners  are  liable  to  be  misled  by  such  reports, 
favorable  and  true  though  they  may  be.  The  sickness  of  the 
inmates  is  often,  perhaps  as  a  rule,  caused  by  privation,  and 
whether  the  diagnosis  is  correct  or  not,  a  generous  diet  is,  par  ex- 
cellence, the  treatment  most  strongly  indicated.  Many  cases  of 
so-called  typhoid  fever  under  such  circumstances  may  possibly 
be  only  the  hectic  of  protracted  inanition. 

In  civil  practice,  gentlemen,  let  us  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that 
we  rarely,  if  ever,  meet  a  patient  whose  sickness  is  caused  by 
want  of  nourishment.  In  making  out  our  dia&:nosis,  we  must 
look  to  an  etiology  aside  from  privation,  and  in  prescribing  food 
as  a  sanitary  measure  or  as  a  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  disease 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  or  surgery,  let  us  keep  in  mind  the 
true  purpose  of  food — that  it  is  to  supply,  through  the  blood,  the 
plastic  material  which  is  to  be  utilized  in  the  process  of  cellpro- 
creation,  just  as  the  protoplasmic  material  in  the  protoplast  was 
utilized  in  the  development  of  the  individual  genu. 

In  selecting  food  for  the  sick  the  custom,  even  with  medical 
men,  has  been  to  select  such  articles  as  are  of  easy  solution  in  the 
stomach,  without  due  regard  to  their  nutrient  properties  or  scien- 
tific adaptation  to  the  end  desired.  When  food  is  ordered  by  a 
medical  man  for  an  individual,  either  in  a  state  of  health  or  dis- 
ease, those  articles  should  be  selected  which  contain  the  largest 
proportion  of  protoplasmic  material.     To  tax  the  stomach  with 
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the  digestion  of  a  large  amount  of  food  which  is  poor  in  the  ele- 
ments of  protoplasm  is  a  palpable  error,  and  a  fruitful  source  of 
indigestion,  irritation,  and  consequent  aggravation  of  the  condi- 
tion for  which  it  prescribed. 

In  discussing  the  * 'science  of  life"  we  are  naturally  led  to  in- 
quire, What  and  whence  is  the  vis  vitie? 

We  have  been  taught  that  the  cerebro-spinal  and  sympathetic 
nerve  centres  generate,  secrete,  or,  in  some  way,  evolve  what  is 
termed  nerve-force,  which  is  the  prime  factor  in  all  vital  move- 
ments. This  theory,  if  at  all  tenable,  is,  in  my  opinion,  subject 
to  very  grave  question.  In  fact,  the  first  movements  in  the  de- 
veloping embryo  occur  prior  to  the  presence  or  formation  of 
nerve  tissue.  In  the  vegetable  kingdom,  the  lower  forms  of  an- 
imal life,  and  in  the  ovipara  as  well,  the  developing  germ  in 
which  vital  movements  are  in  active  operation,  is  separate  and  apart 
from  the  parent,  consequently  it  is  not  in  contact,  or  even  close 
proximity  with  nerve  tissue.  We  must  look  elsewhere,  then,  for 
the  vis  vitse. 

I  believe,  gentlemen,  that  the  mysterious  and  wonderful  agent, 
which  we  know  only  by  the  name  of  electricity,  and  which  is 
present  everywhere  that  life  in  any  form  exists,  is  the  **  vital 
force."  It  is  the  motive  power  in  all  movements  of  organic  and 
animal  life,  and  in  all  spontaneous  motion  of  every  description, 
in  the  physical  universe.  The  nervous  system  is  a  vital  battery, 
through  which  this  agent  performs  the  movements  of  animal  life, 
and  by  which  its  action  upon  the  muscular  system  is  regulated. 
The  living  body  is  the  **harp  with  a  thousand  strings,"  upon 
which  this  ever-present,  unseen  master  plays  with  inimitable  vari- 
ations, the  ceaseless  melody  of  life. 


Albermarle  Chemical  Co. — Gentlemen:  We  have  been 
using  your  Therapine  in  our  hospital,  and  find  it  equal  if  not 
superior  to  any  other  antipyretic  or  anodyne.  Its  action  is  quick 
an<l  efficient.  It  is  pleasant  to  take  and  so  far  as  we  have  ob- 
served, has  no  bad  after  eiTects 

Very  respectfully^ 

H.    C.   BUELL. 
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INTESTINAL  OBSTRUCTION. 


BY  J.  R.  CHARLTON,  M.D.,  LAVERONE,  TENN. 


The  clinical  report  of  the  case  of  occlusion  of  the  bowel,  in  the 
February  number  of  The  Southern  Practitioner,  by  Dr.  J. 
R.  Buist,  was  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  to  me,  for  th^  sim- 
ple reason  that  a  case  so  strikingly  similar  fell  into  my  hands 
some  six  years  ago.  I  had  not  been  long  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine then,  and  if  old  practitioners  and  men  of  the  ability  of  Dr. 
Buist  were  groping  in  the  dark,  imagine  if  you  can  where  I  was. 
I  took  notes  at  the  time  for  the  purpose  of  writing  up  the  case, 
but  somehow  I  never  did  it.  Unfortunately  the  notes  have  been 
misplaced  or  destroyed,  and  I  will  have  to  write  altogether  from 
memory.  Yet  so  indelibly  is  the  sad  case  stamped  upon  my  mind 
that  I  think  I  can  write  enough  to  show  the  strfking  resem- 
blance to  the  case  of  Dr.  Buist. 

Mrs.  H.,  age  about  30,  was  married  two  or  three  years  before 
the  trouble  began.  She  always  had  been  delicate,  but  had  never 
bad  any  serious  sickness.  Was  of  a  highly  nervous  tempera- 
ment,  and  was  a  great  sufferer  from  headaches  of  the  form  of 
migrain.  Her  mother  is  a  large,  strong,  healthy  woman.  Her 
father  died  with  phthisis  pujmonaliswhen  she  was  quite  young. 
She  had  always  been  troubled  more  or  less  with  indigestion,  and 
constipation.  Outside  of  this  she  had  never  had  any  trouble 
with  her  bowels. 

She  had  two  children.  With  her  first,  she  had  a  long  linger- 
ing labor,  which  had  to  be  terminated  by  the  use  of  forceps. 
The  child  was  still-born.  She  made  a  rapid  recovery  without  a 
bad  symptom,  and  in  the  course  of  two  weeks  was  in  her  usual 
health.  In  about  six  months  she  became  pregnant  again.  All 
went  well  until  about  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy  when  she 
began  to  complain  of  sharp,  griping  pains.  Her  bowels  began 
to  be  more  obstinately  constipated,  never  moving  at  all  unless 
she  took  a  purgative  of  some  kind,  and  when  she  did  take  a  pur- 
gative, those  sharp,  colicky  pains  were  greatly  intensified. 

Gradually  the  purgative  had  to  be  increased,  and  gradually 
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the  pains  became  worse,  but  her  bowels  tvould  always  respond 
after  a  time,  and  a  great  deal  of  suffering.  Thus  it  went  ou 
until  she  was  about  her  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  when  one 
day  I  was  sent  for  in  great  haste,  the  family  thinking  she  was  in 
labor.  When  I  arrived,  I  found  her  rolling  and  groaning  very 
much  like  a  woman  in  the  first  stage  of  labor.  Upon  examina- 
tion, I  soon  found  out  the  pains  were  not  labor-pains,  because  the 
womb  would  remain  soft  and  flaccid.  Upon  inquiry,  I  found 
her  bowels  had  not  been  moved  for  four  or  ^\e  days,  and  that 
she  ha'd  taken  a  pretty  good  dose  of  purgative. pills  the  night  pre- 
vious. Thinking  the  trouble  all  came  from  constipated  bowels, 
I  ordered  a  large  dose  of  castor  oil,  with  laudanum,  to  be  followed 
by  an  enema  in  six  hours,  unless  her  bowels  were  moved.  Went 
back'  the  next  morning,  found  her  still  suffering,  but  not  so  in- 
tensely as  the  previous  day.  No  action  from  her  bowels.  She 
was  now  very  sick  at  her  stomach,  vomiting  everything  she 
would  take.  Gave  a  large  dose  of  calomel,  and  also  kept  up  the 
injections;  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Mattel's  gradually  grew  worse, 
the  irritation  of  the  lower  bowel,  by  the  injections,  the  intense 
griping,  and  the  constant  retching  from  the  sick  stomach,  soon 
aroused  the  uterus,  and  it  looked  at  one  time  like  a  premature 
child  would  be  the  inevitable  result.  I  now  stopped  giving  all 
purgatives,  and -gave  laudanum  in  large  doses  per  rectum,  as  her 
stomach  would  not  retain  anything.  She  soon  became  quiet,  ex- 
cept her  stomach,  which  continued  to  trouble  her  some,  and  also 
an  occasional  pain.  I  now  had  her  uncle,  a  very  eminent  phy- 
sician in  Nashville,  called  in.  We  concluded  to  keep  her  on  the 
laudanum  for  a  few  days,  and  then  try  the  purgatives  and  enema 
again,  if  necessary.  When  we  began  with  the  purgatives,  the 
pains  began  to  come  back,  but  on  the  second  day  after  the  rest, 
she  had  a  large,  free  action.  All  the  pains  left  her,  her  stomach 
soon  became  quiet,  appetite  returned,  and  in  a  few  days  she  was 
as  well  as  usual. 

In  a  month  she  was  confined,  had  quite  an  easy  and  quick 
labor.  She  continued  in  her  usual  health  until  about  six  months 
after  her  confinement,  when  she  began  to  complain  of  those 
sharp,  colicky  pains  again.  Her  bowels  now  began  to  be  more 
obstinately  constipated,  but  by  persisting  with  the  purgatives 
the  desired  result  could  always  be  obtained.     The  pains  grew 
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gradually  worse,  and  the  discharge  from  her  bowels  became  less. 
At  times  she  would  be  troubled  a  good  deal  with  her  stomach, 
vomiting  nearly  everything  she  would  take  in  the  way  of  nour- 
ishment.  Again  there  would  come  a  lull  with  her  sick  stomach, 
and  she  would  go  for  three  or  four  days  comparatively  easy.  I 
now  had  her  uncle  called  out  to  see  her  again,  but  as  the  treat- 
ment was  altogether  symptomatic,  nothing  doing  her  any  good. 
The  pains,  the  sick  stomach,  and  the  constipation  grew  gradually 
worse.  As  her  stomach  rejected  everything  in  the  way  of  nour- 
ishment, we  began  to  nourish  her  by  rectum. 

She  was  now  very  tympanitic;  so  much  so  that  she  had  to  be 
propped  up  in  bed  to  sleep.  She  got  no  rest,  day  or  night,  un> 
less  she  was  under  the  influence  of  medicine.  Just  here  I  will 
state  that  the  fl.  ext.  belladonna  gave  her  more  ease  than'  any 
thing  we  tried.  I  now  had  my  venerable  friend,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Davis,  of  Smyrna,  called  in,  whose  genteel  treatment,  and  kind 
words,  have  been  my  comfort  and  solace  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion. As  the  tympanites  was  so  distressing,  we  decided  to  give 
her  some  relief  if  possible.  This  we  did  by  puncturing  the 
bowels  with  an  aspirator  needle,  but  she  died  two  days  after  from 
sheer  exhaustion. 

Thus,  after  a  long,  hard  fight  of  fourteen  weeks,  and  just 
about  a  year  from  the  time  she  had  the  first  spell  with  her  bowels, 
passed  away  one  of  the  noblest  women  I  have  ever  known. 
'*Warm  friends,  and  loving  kindred,  with  eyes  full  of  heart- 
break still  gaze  wistfully  down  the  narrow  path  through  which 
she  vanished,  and  in  this  long  after- time  hearts  that  she  helped 
to  make  happy,  recall  her  memory  with  gratitude  and  tears." 

Exactly  how  long  she  went  without  a  move  from  her  bowels  I 
can  not  say,  but  I  think  it  was  near  two  months.  While  we 
were  giving  nourishment  by  enemas,  sometimes  we  fancied  we 
saw  fecal  matter  mixed  with  it,  when  it  would  pass  off,  but  I 
thing  it  doubtful. 

It  was  her  earnest  request,  all  the  time,  that  a  post-mortem 
be  held.  So,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Engles,  of  Lavergne, 
and  my  father,  who  was  with  me  all  through  the  case,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  find  out  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble. 

Autopsy  eight  hours  after  death.  Rigor  mortis  well  marked; 
body  wasted  to  a  mere  skeleton;  abdomen  enormously  distended. 
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Upoii  making  au  iiicisiou  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  a  large 
quantity  of  gas  escaped,  along  with  about  a  gallon  of  yellowish 
serum.  The  bowels  were  somewhat  matted  together  by  adhesive 
inflammation.  All  the  other  organs  apparently  healthy.  The 
first  thing  that  attracted  my  attention  was  a  bowel  enormously 
extended  with  fecal  matter.  Following  this  bowel  along,  we  soon 
came  to  the  seat  of  the  trouble,  which  was  about  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  ilium.  A  dense  fibrous  band,  about  an  inch  in  width, 
completely  encircled  the  bowel,  and  so  tightly  had  this  band  con- 
tracted that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  push  my  finger  through 
the  stricture.  So  far  as  I  could  see,  the  band  seemed  to  be 
nothing  more  than  the  circular  fibres  of  the  bowel.  I  cut  the 
stricture  open,  but  could  see  noticing  to  cause  contraction.  The 
coatis  of  the  bowel  on  either  side  of  the  stricture  were  somewhat 
thickened  and  indurated  to  the  extent  of  three  or  four  inches. 
But  what  was  the  cause  of  the  constriction?  Her  mother  has 
told  me  since  her  death  that  she  overturned  a  buggy  about  a  year 
before  she  had  the  first  spell  with  her  bowels,  and  her  mother-in- 
law,  who  was  with  her,  fell  directly  on  her  abdomen  with  one 
knee,  which  hurt  her  very  badly,  and  she  always  complained  of 
pain  in  the  left  side,  exactly  where  the  stricture  was  found.  If 
this  did  not  cause  it,  what  did?. 


MEDICAL  MEN  AND  MATTERS  IN  LOUISVILLE. 


BY    WILL    D.    HAGGARD,    M.D.,    OF    NAHHVILLE,    TENN. 


*' A  chiers  aniang  ye  takin*  notetf. 
And,  faith,  he'll  prent  'em." 

Louisville,  the  metropolis  of  the  grand  old  State  of  Kentucky, 
celebrated  for  its  proverbial  fine  race-horses,  beautiful  women, 
and  good  whisky,  is  the  home  of  a  magnificent  body  of  medical 
men.  It  is  next  to  the  largest  medical  educational  center  in  the 
United  States,  being  second  only  to  New  York  City,  and  is  a 
veritable  nursery  for  the  physicians  of  the  great  South-west. 

The  battalion  of  medical  students  from  her  four  medical  col- 
leges, captained  by  the  indomitable  Wathen,  the  courtly  Bodine, 
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the  gentleniaDly  Ireland,  and  the  polytechnic  Howe,  is  drilling 
for  the  medal  in  the  dress  parade  of  progressive  medicine  and 
and  surgery.  It  is  a  queer  fact  that  the  deans  of  two  certain 
colleges  are  alumni  of  a  third  and  rival  school. 

From  the  divided  household  of  faith,  one  might  think  that 
Louisville  would  be  a  howling  wilderness  of  cliques,  ill-feeling, 
and  clanishness;  but  that  sort  of  thing  is  noticeable  by  its  com- 
parative absence. 

The  offices  of  the  physicians  are  uniformly  comfortable  and 
cozy,  and  some  of  them  are  positively  elegant.  Very  many 
doctors  have  offices  in  connection  with  their  residences.  The 
signs  almost  invariably  announce  the  physicians'  hours — a  very 
commendable  custom. 

The  turnouts  are  evidently  selected  with  a  view  to  comfort 
and  celerity.  Coupes  are  conspicuous  by  their  paucity.  A  conven- 
tional leather-topped  buggy,  with  a  pronounced  hood,  is  much  in 
vogue,  gotten  up  by  an  enterprising  builder,  and  dubbed  the 
**  Yandell-top,"  after  the  great  surgeon,  who  affected  that  style. 

The  physicians  are  numerous,  progressive,  polished,  and  right 
zealously  do  they  guard  the  health  of  her  180,000  inhabitants. 
They  particularly  fancy  Chestnut  Street,  and  their  offices  stand 
out  on  either  side  like  sentinels,  whose  serried  columns  form  a 
long  avenue  that  leads  directly  up  to  the  old  City  Hospital. 

A  pleasant  feature  in  connection  with  the  medical  conveniences 
of  this  city  is  the  numerous  well-ordered  private  infirmaries, 
where  any  reputable  physician  may  treat  his  patient  under  the 
best  conditions  of  hygiene  and  with  luxurious  professional  nurs- 
ing. Of  these,  there  may  be  mentined  the  John  H.  Norton  Me- 
morial Infirmary,  Sts.  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Hospital,  St.  Joseph's 
Infirmary,  Morton's  Home,  and  the  Jenny  Cassidy  Hospital  for 
Women. 

Here,  too,  the  Electropoise  is  a  plague,  but  methinks  Hip- 
pocrates reposes  easier  in  his  sarcophagus  to  know  that  no  medical 
man  here  is  so  grossly  ignorant  and  nefariously  unethical  &&  to 
endorse  it. 

The  Homoeopaths  are  decidedly  in  the  minority  here,  and  are 
like  the  lable  on  the  bottle — not  in  it.  (Such  atrocious  slang  and 
vile  punning  should  only  be  tolerated  in  reference  to  Homoe- 
opathy.) 
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**  'Tis  true,  'tis  pity,  pity  'tis,  'tis  true,"  that  the  old  Louis- 
ville City  Hospital,  which  has  for  years  sheltered  the  indigent 
sick  of  Kentucky's  metropolis,  is  succumbing  to  the  ruthless 
ravages  of  iconoclastic  time,  without  the  gratuitous  hand  to  stay 
or  the  philanthropist  to  forbid.  Situated  on  its  campus  of  gen- 
erous green,  it  is  indeed  an  imposing  edifice-  The  March  winds, 
blustering  around  its  dismantled  walls,  plaintively  chant  the 
faltering  requiem  of  the  coat  of  paint  that  once  adorned  it. 
Ascending  its  iron  steps,  burnished  by  the  measured  tread  of 
medical  students  of  by -gone  days,  one  is  inbued  with  a  sense  of 
awe.  The  old  clinical  amphitheater,  hallowed  by  the  service  of 
many  illustrious  surgeons,  has  not  escaped  the  heavy  caress  of 
departed  decades.  Condemned,  but  unhung,  it  is  a  menace  to 
the  patients  within  its  walls  and  a  blot  on  the  escutcheon  of  fair 
Louisville. 

The  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  the  pioneer  spring  and 
summer  graduating  school  of  America,  and  the  lineal  descendant 
of  the  old  Transylvania  University,  is  now  in  the  most  prosper- 
ous session  of  its  existence.  It  was  founded  by  the  memorable 
Benjamin  Dudley,  the  celebrated  lithotomist,  whose  memory  is 
held  in  such  reverence  by  the  faculty  that  his  picture  adorns 
each  diploma  of  the  institution.  With  something  over  four  hun- 
dred students,  it  leads  the  Louisville  colleges  in  point  of  num- 
bers, and  as  to  thoroughness,  facilities  for  instruction  and  scien- 
tific, conscientious  teaching,  it  is  fully  abreast  of  the  times.  Its 
faculty  is  composed  of  the  creme  de  la  creme  of  the  local  profes- 
sion. It  closes  its  thirty-sixth  annual  session  the  latter  part  of 
June. 

The  Hospital  College  of  Medicine  is  the  only  college  in  Louis- 
ville belonging  to  and  conforming  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Association  of  American  Colleges.  It  is  among  the  few  Southern 
colleges  that  adopted  the  three-year  course,  and  its  grit  is  com- 
mendable. Like  the  three-year  schools,  it  presents  the  advant- 
age of  a  graded  curriculum.  Moreover,  its  term  of  session  is  in 
the  gladsome  spring,  from  January  to  June.  A  questionable 
feature  in  regard  to  its  future,  however,  is  its  connection  with 
the  Louisville  College  of  Dentistry.  They  are  both  departments 
of  the  Central  University  of  Kentucky.  It  is  the  general  con- 
sensus of  opinion  that  all  the  Southern  colleges  will  soon  adopt 
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the  three-year  course.  But  the  Hospital  College  should  be  con- 
gratulated on  taking  the  initiative,  sacrificing,  as  it  did,  a  num- 
ber of  its  students  to  take  rank  with  the  foremost  colleges  of  this 
country. 

The  University  of  Louisville,  that  grand  old  institution,  is  a 
source  of  honest  pride  to  the  fair  city  under  whose  protecting 
wing  it  flourishes.  It  was  established  in  1837,  and  enjoys  the 
courtesy  of  that  greatest  of  American  virtues — respect  and  ven- 
eration for  age.  The  historic  lecture-hall  is  graced  and  honored 
by  the  pictured  counterfeits  of  the  elder  Yandell,  Rush,  Bell, 
Drake,  and  Professor  Cobb.  It  numbers  among  its  alumni  the 
immortal  Gross,  Dr.  Wyeth,  of  New  York,  and  Professors  Yan- 
dell, Palmer,  Roberts,  Cottell,  Bailey,  and  Anderson,  of  its 
fSresent  faculty.  The  university  has  just  closed  one  of  the  most 
successful  sessions  of  its  career,  graduating  one  hundred  and- 
sixty-two  young  doctors. 

On  the  afternoon  of  March  3,  beautiful  Macauley's  Theater 
was  crowded  to  its  comfortable  capacity  to  witness  the  commence- 
ment exercises  of  the  Louisville  Medical  College.  The  selections 
of  £ichorn*s  Orchestra  seemed  peculiarly  suited  to  the  occasion. 
While  the  faculty,  composed  of  Drs.  Ireland,  Kelly,  Kasten- 
bine.  Gait,  Schachner,  Samuel,  Cartledge,  Halloway,  Cochran, 
Warner,  Ritter,  Boggess,  Hughes,  and  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Fleming, 
and  the  honor  men  filed  o{i  the  stage,  the  orchestra  rendered  the 
appropriate  march,  ** Jolly  Students."  Then  followed  the  over- 
ture by  Schegregell,  ''Blissful  Moments."  Then  came  an  ad- 
dress by  the  Rev.  C.  J.  K.  Jones,  who  said  that  he  felt  rather 
out  of  place,  being  sandwiched  ill  between  two  waltzes,  and 
prefaced  his  masterly  address  by  the  following  facetious  remarks: 
*  <  This  is  one  of  the  occasions  when  I  like  to  be  hi  the  company 
of  doctors.  It  was  not  always  thus.  The  doctor  and  I  have 
taken  a  painful  interest  in  each  other — I  took  the  pain,  and  the 
doctor  took  the  interest.  Then  he  came  back  and  took  part  of 
the  principle. " 

The  Louisville  College  of  Pharmacy  stands  second  to  none  in 

the  country.     The  institution  occupies  a  magnificent  building, 

which  is  fitted  with  every  modern  convenience  for  the  various 

branches  of  a  techuical  education  and  a  practical  training  in  the 

ession  of  pharmacy. 
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Dr.  D.  W.  Yaudell  is  probably  the  most  extensively  known  of 
Southern  surgeons — a  man  of  national  reputation,  a  worthy  scion 
of  a  noble  sire,  a  bishop  in  the  priesthood  of  surgery!  Dr. 
Yandell  is  senior  professor  of  surgery  in  the  University  of  Louis- 
ville, and  added  a  fresh  sprig  of  laurel  to  his  already  well-filled 
crown  by  the  able  faculty  valedictory  which  he  delivered  to  the 
fifty-fifth  graduating  class  of  that  renowed  institution  on  the 
14th  of  March.  He  is  the  editor  of  your  esteemed  contempo- 
rary, The  American  Practitioner  and  Ne^vs.  The  Yandell  home- 
stead, on  Chestnut  Street,  has  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  been 
the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  Falls  City  **  Four  Hundred,"  much 
of  which  is  due  to  the  charming  social  qualities  of  its  head.  As- 
sociated with  Dr.  Yandell  in  his  practice  is  his  son-in-law,  Dr. 
W.  O.  Roberts,  who  is  a  right  royal  Roman,  on  whom  will  fall 
the  professional  toga  of  the  Yandell  line. 

Dr.  Clinton  W.  Kelly  is  one  of  the  eminent  anatomists  in  the 
United  States.  His  method  of  teaching  is  unique  enough  to 
actually  **gomphose*'  anatomy  into  one;  yet  withal  it  is  simply 
a  living  example  of  the  French  method  of  teaching — repetition 
sans  cesse.  No  one  can  hear  him  and  afterwards  be  in  doubt  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  Louisville  cyclone.  He  is  professor  of  anat- 
omy both  in  the  Louisville  Medical  College  and  in  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine.  A  clubman,  jollily  embonpoint^  a  prince  of 
good  fellows,  a  doctor  whose  very  presence  gives  a  patient  a 
chattel  mortgage  on  existence.  In  the  rotunda  of  the  Arlington 
Hotel,  at  the  Washington  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, a  number  of  medical  teachers  were  discussing  the 
difficulties  encountered  in  teaching  anatomy.  Dr.  Kelly  turned 
and  exclaimed  to  Dr.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia:  **Why  in  the 

don't  vou  come  and  take  a  course  of  lectures  under  me, 

and  learn  some  anatomy?     Then  it  wouldn't  be  hard  to  teach!  " 

Whenever  the  subject  of  anatomy  is  mentioned  in  Louisville, 
one's  mind  instantly  reverts  to  the  heroic  work  of  the  Drs.  Grant 
in  that  branch  of  our  science.  Dr.  W.  E.  Grant,  it  will  be  re- 
membered, figured  conspicuously  in  the  little  disinterring  drama 
in  Indiana  last  year,  and  was  rescued  from  imprisonment  by  the 
Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  for  which  school  he  was  procuring 
the  meat.  Dr.  H.  H.  Grant  is  distinguished  as  having  treated 
the  only  successful  case  of  rupture  of  the  bladder  on  record  in 
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America.  The  patient  was  introduced  to  illustrate  the  paper  at 
the  Cincinnati  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Drs.  R.  B.  Gilbert,  J.  Garland  Sherrill,  Sam  Cochran,  and 
Thomas  C.  Evans  are  the  prominent  attaches  of  the  different 
colleges  in  the  capacity  of  demonstrators  of  anatomy. 

"The  Fonda,"  Fourth  Avenue,  contains  a  distinguished  trio 
of  doctors — Wathen,  the  gynecologist;  Mathews,  the  rectal  sur- 
geon; Orendorf ,  the  venereal  specialist.  Dr.  William  M.  Wathen 
is  possibly  the  busiest  man  in  Louisville,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  successful  abdominal  surgeons  in  the  South.  His  practice 
is  limited  exclusively  to  the  gynecic  specialty,  and  his  elegantly 
appointed  offices  are  constantly  crowded  with  patients  seeking 
his  advice  and  treatment.  He  does  his  major  surgery  in  the 
magnificent  operating-theater  of  St.  Joseph's  Infirmary.  With 
his  marvelous  executive  ability  as  dean,  the  Kentucky  School  of 
Medicine  has  grown  from  a  meagre  following  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  students  to  over  four  hundred  annually.  He  occu- 
pies the  chair  of  abdominal  surgery  and  gynecology  in  the  insti- 
tution. It  is  facetiously  related  of  him  that  he  came  into  the 
world  synchronously  fvith  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
joined  it  at  once;  as  a  loyal  member,  he  has  been  present  at  every 
meeting,  reading  solid  papers,  taking  active  parts  in  the  discus- 
sions. A  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  which 
the  massive  and  portly  form  of  Dr.  Wathen  did  not  bob  up  se- 
renely, or  in  which  his  soft  and  purling  vhice,  in  measured  tones 
and  tones  and  slow,  did  not  fall  upon  the  ear  as  gently  as  the 
mildest  zephyrs  waft  the  fleecy  snow  from  the  bank  of  clouds  to 
mother  earth  below,  would  be  like  Biilwer's  drama  of  Richelieu 
with  the  noble  cardinal  left  out.  Dr.  Wathen 's  journalistic  con- 
tributions are  numerous,  and  fraught  with  the  triumphs  and 
achievements  of  modern  gynecic  surgery. 

Dr.  Joseph  M.  Mathews  is  a  pioneer  and  a  master  of  the  rectal 
specialty  in  America.  He  studied  both  in  New  York  and  abroad, 
and  had  the  exceptional  advantage  of  being  in  St.  Mark's  Hos- 
pital, London,  under  the  distinguished  Mr.  Allingham.  Dr. 
Mathews  delivered  the  address  on  General  Surgery  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the;  American  Medical  Association,  at  Washington 
City,  and  is  regarded  as  the  silver-tongued  orator  of  the  profes- 
sion.    He  was  President  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Asso- 
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ciation  in  1891,  and  is  a  colaborateur  on  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
Mirror  and  the  New  Englaiid  Medical  Monthly,  etc.  Locally, 
he  is  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and 
Clinical  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Rectum  in  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine;  Surgeon  to  the  Louisville  City  Hospital, 
Sts.  Mary  and  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  and  the  Jenny  Cassidy  Hos- 
pital for  Women.  Possibly  the  acme  of  Dr.  Mathews'  fame 
will  be  attained  when  his  ''Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Rectum, 
Anus,  and  Sigmoid  Flexure"  appears.  We  append  the  follow- 
ing from  Appleton's  prospectus  of  the  work:  **The  work  will  be 
illustrated  by  six  chromo-lithographs,  showing  operations  on 
fistula,  hsemorrhoids,  and  other  affections  of  the  rectum,  and  by 
numerous  cuts  in  the  text.  Dr.  Mathews  has  devoted  many 
years  to  the  study  and  teaching  of  the  diseases  which  are  the 
subject  of  the  treatise,  and  has  written  a  work  that  is  unique  in 
its  excellence  and  fully  up  to  date.  His  prominence  in  the  med- 
ical profession  as  a  surgeon,  teacher,  and  specialist,  insures  the 
success  of  the  work.  It  is  expected  that  t^e  book  will  be  ready- 
in  June,  1892.*' 

Dr.  Henry  Orendorf  is  the  soul  of  geniality  and  good-fellow- 
ship. His  hearty  handshake  and  cheery  voice  are  to  formality 
what  the  sun's  bright  rays  are  to  the  snow-drift.  As  a  med- 
ical teacher  he  is  par  excellence,  and  fills  the  chair  of  materia 
medica  and  therapeutics .  in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine 
comfortably  and  most. acceptably.  He  makes  a  lucrative  spe- 
cialty of  dermatology,  and  is  a  syphilographer  of  no  mean  repute. 

Dr.  John  A.  Ouchterlony  is  one  of  the  brainest  medical  minds 
in  the  State.  He  is  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Louisville.  He 
is  a  Swede  by  birth,  was  educated  in  the  University  of  New 
York,  aud  has  for  many  years  been  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
this  city.  Last  year  he  was  complimented  with  the  presidency 
of  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society.  But  the  latest  and 
perhaps  his  highest  honor  was  the  star  of  distinction  accorded  to 
him  in  deference  to  his  scholarly  attainments  by  the  King  of 
Sweden.  The  distinguished  gentleman  has  an  enviable  clientele 
in  the  most  seclusive  circles  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Ap.  Morgan  Vance,  the  orthopoedist,  is  decidedly  the  most 
original  worker  in  Louisville.     He  is  really  a  genius  of  mech- 


4 


ORIOtKAL  COMMUKICATIOK8 — HAOOARl>.  2l3 

anism,  and  to  him  is  due  many  successful  contrivances  for  the 
treatment  of  spinal  and  orthopoedic  affections.  He  introduced 
the  leather  spinal  jacket  now  so  popular ,  and  especially  fancied 
by  Steele,  of  Kansas  City,  and  Mann,  of  Boston.  He  received 
his  training  in  the  New  York  Hospital  for  Ruptured  and  Crippled, 
reflected  credit  upon  his  service  in  that  institution  by  an  article 
on  <* Amputation  as  an  Orthopoedic  Measure,"  which  was  read 
before  the  American  Orthopoedic  Association  a  few  years  ago, 
and  elicited  much  discussion  in  that  association  of  professional 
foot-pads.  Dr.  Vance  was  notably  instrumental  in  establishing 
that  laudable  new  charity,  the  Children's  Hospital,  which  will 
be  particularly  useful  in  caring  for  and  scientifically  treating 
orthopaedic  as  well  as  other  puerile  ailments  by  the  many  chari- 
table physicians  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Joseph  M.  Marvin  has  his  finger  on  the  pulse  of  fashion- 
able Louisville.  He  is  the  acknowledged  pathologist  of  this  city, 
and  is  an  authority  on  neurotic  affections.  '  He  is  Professor  of 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine 
in  the  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  and  has  his  office  in  con- 
nection with  his  modest  stone  front  on  Fourth  Avenue. 

Dr.  Lewis  S.  McMurtry,  the  genial  gynecologist,  is  a  royally 
companionable  fellow— chipper,  dUtinguef  the  dilletante  of  the 
profession.  He  is  a  native  of  Danville,  Ky.,  memorable  as  the 
birth-place  of  ovariotomy.  Danville  should  feel  proud  of  its 
two  younger  sons — Dr.  Johnstone,  now  of  Cincinnati,  and  Dr. 
McMurtry,  of  this  city — the  latter  of  whom  was  Chairman  of 
the  McDowell  Memorial  Committee.  He  is  associate  editor  of 
the  American  Gynecological  Journal  and  the  Medical  Mirror,  and 
has  added  his  quota  to  the  teachings  of  modern  gynecology. 
Among  his  more  recent  contributions  is  **A  Discussion  of  Pelvic 
Inflammation  in  Women,  its  Pathology  and  Treatment,"  in  which 
Price,  of  Philadelphia;  Skene,  of  Brooklyn;  and  Currier  and 
Wylie,  of  New  York,  took  part.  He  is  attending  gynecologist 
to  Sts.  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Hospital,  where  he  does  his  abdom- 
inal work  in  the  specially -prepared  laparotomy  room;  fellow  of 
the  Edinburgh  Obstetrical  Society;  the  last  ex-President  of  the 
flourishing  young  Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Associa- 
tion, and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  its 
next  meeting  in  this  city  in  November.    A  very  high  compliment 
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to  Dr.  McMurtry  was  his  recent  election  to  a  fellowship  in  the 
British  Gynecological  Society. 

St.  Joseph's  Infirmary  is  one  of  a  number  of  excellent  private 
infirmaries.  Situated  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  on  fashionable 
Fourth  Avenue,  it  is  the  most  accessible  of  the  number.  It 
now  aifords  about  seventy -two  beds,  and  upon  the  addition  of  a 
new  wing  that  is  anticipated  will  contain  about  one  hundred  beds. 
It  is  under  the  auspices  of  that  most  charitable  of  all  denomina- 
tions, the  Catholics.  A  memorial  operating-room  has  been 
equipped  in  the  new  wing,  and  donated  to  the  infirmary  by  Dr. 
Wathen.  It  reiterates  the  creed  of  Lister,  would  suit  the  aseptic 
fastidiousness  of  a  Tait,  or  the  scrupulous  beatitudes  of  the 
transcendent  Price. 

The  Sts.  Mary  and  lUizabeth  Hospital  is  located  in  a  beautiful 
suburb  of  the  city.  The  roster  of  its  medical  and  surgical  staff 
is  follows:  Dr.  D.  W.  Yandell,  consulting  surgeon;  Dr.  J.  A. 
Ouchterlony,  consulting  physician;  Drs.  W.  O.Roberts,  George 
W.  Griffiths,  Ap.  Morgan  Vance,  J.  M.  Mathews,  F.  P.  Satter- 
white,  and  W.  L.  Rodman,  attending  surgeons;  Drs.  William 
B.  Doherty,  Thomas  L.  McDermott,  Charles  G.  Lucas,  Carey 
B.  Blackburn,  J.  H.  O'Reilly,  and  John  B.  Enright,  attending 
physicians;  Drs.  M.  F.  Coomes  and  J.  M.  Ray,  oculists  and 
aurists;  Drs.  L.  S.  McMurtry  and  Turner  Anderson,  gynecolo- 
gists. It  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity — 
those  divine  individuals  who  forget  self  in  their  humane  admin- 
istrations, and  who  are  the  carnal  exemplifications  of  that  love 
of  which  Henry  Drummond  talks  so  beautifully.  Their  daily 
vocation  is  to  enumerate  the  rosary  of  charitable  deeds,  their 
sacred  forms  clad  with  the  robe  of  simplicity  and  crowned  with 
the  snowy  veil  of  self-sacrifice.  Without  the  hope  of  earthly 
remuneration,  they  minister  to  the  sufferings  and  caress  the  death- 
damp  from  the  brow  of  sorrow  when  the  feet  touch  the  chilly 
waters  that  separate  the  island  of  time  from  the  mainland  of 
eternity. 

The  dentists  of  Louisville  are  the  plugs  of  the  profession.  At 
best,  they  can  but  realize  a  sort  of  hand-to-mouth  existence,  but 
nevertheless  they  are  a  most  pampered  set  of  individuals.  Really 
they  are  hard-working,  well-paid  men  as  a  rule,  and  are  freezing 
to  a  snow-storm  of  dollars  here.     Among  the  most  successful 
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may  be  mentioned  Drs,  Edwards,  Dunn,  Seymour,  Hooper,  Al- 
exander, Barnes,  Peabody,  and  B.  Oscar  Doyle. 

Louisville  has  a  unique  and  pleasant  feature  in  connection 
with  her  medical  societies,  and  that  is  the  incorporation  of  a 
social  element.  They  meet  alternately  at  the  homes  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  after  res  medicatrix  a  collation  is  generally  served.  Of 
such  societies  are  the  Clinical  Society,  Dr.  Peter  Gunterman, 
President;  the  Surgical  Society,  E.  R.  Palmer,  President;  the 
Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  which  is  the  oldest;  and  the  West 
End  Medical  Society,  composed  mainly  of  the  younger  portion 
of  the  city.  These  societies  are  limited  as  to  membership,  and 
meet  fortnightly. 

The  Jefferson  County  Medical  Society  has  recently  been  or- 
ganized, with  Dr.  George  W.  Griffiths  as  President,  and  to  which 
any  reputable  physician  is  eligible.  It  meets  in  the  elegant 
Alderman's  Chamber  in  the  City  Hall. 

Among  the  other  prominent  surgeons  may  be  mentioned  the 
aesthetic  Holloway  and  his  promising  associates,  Drs.  Samuel  and 
S.  W.  Holloway;  the  handsome  Cartledge,  of  the  Louisville 
Medical  College;  Griffiths,  the  railroad  surgeon;  and  the  schol- 
arly Dugan. 

The  other  prominent  practitioners  that  have  not  been  men- 
tioned are  Drs.  Smith,  Stucky,  Scott,  Goodman,  Koehler,  Larra- 
bee,  Marshall,  Barbour,  etc. 

Some  of  the  best- known  ophthalmologists  are  Cheatham,  Ray, 
Coomes,  Reynolds,  and  Dabney. 

The  fundamental  law  in  visiting  is  the  time-honored  proverb, 
**Wheu  in  Rome,  do  as  Romans  do.*'  But  it  is  impossible  for 
nie  to  be  as  uniformly  kind  and  courteous  to  the  medical  men  of 
this  city  as  they  have  been  to  me. 

Unluckily,  I  was  absent  when  the  virtues  of  the  Muses  were 
given  out,  but  fortunately  was  not  ** playing  hooky"  when  Ap- 
preciation was  distributed.  So  to  those  physicians  and  surgeons 
whom  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet,  and  who  have  unre- 
servedly and  without  prejudice  assisted  me  with  informatioa  re- 
garding one  another,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincerest  thanks; 
and  to  Louisville  medical  men  in  general,  who  have  furnished 
me  with  a  noble  theme,  all  too  illy  treated,  I  acknowledge  my 
prof ou  udest  appreciation . 
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ABSCESS  OF  THE  UTERUS. 


BY  DOUGLAS  HAYS,  M.D.,  OF  SHELBYVILLE,  TENN. 


On  the  7th  of  March,  1892,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  H.,  aged 
38.     On  my  arrival  I  found  that  she  had  been  confined  to  her 
bed  for  three  weeks  previous  to  my  visit,  and  that  she  had  been 
attended  by  another  physician,  his  diagnosis  being  some  liver 
complication.     On  examining  her,  I  found  that  the  doctor  was 
mistaken  in  his  diagnosis,  and  that  her  liver  was  not  at  all  in- 
volved.    I  found,  on  dilating  the  os  uteri,  that  she  had  a  large 
abscess  at  the  os  internum.     The  abscess  had  ruptured,  and  the 
contents  were  still  in  the  uterus.     I  suppose  it  contained  about 
six  ounces  of  pus  in  all.     While  the  dilator  was  in  position  most 
of  the  pus  passed  out  of  its  own  accord;  the  remainder  I  forced 
out  by  making  slight  pressure  over  the  region  of  the  uterus. 
After  being  fully  convinced  that  the  discharge  was  thrown  out, 
I  then  thoroughly  washed  the  uterus  out  with  a  solution  of  car- 
bolic acid. 

On  the  third  day  I  called  again  to  see  her,  and  found  her  sit- 
ting up.  She  informed  me  that  she  had  but  a  slight  discharge 
since  the  first  treatment.  I  again  inserted  the  dilator,  and  washed 
the  uterus  out  this  time  with  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  and 
Listerine.  I  then  used  the  same  treatment  every  third  day,  no- 
ticing after  each  treatment  that  the  discharge  was  less. 

I  continued  the  treatment  until  the  24th  of  the  month;  at  that 
time  her  menstrual  period  came  on.  Since  then  she  has  had  no 
trouble  in  the  least,  and  is  now  up  and  able  to  be  out  each  day, 
and  is  gaining  in  flesh  quite  rapidly. 


Sandeb  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
.of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 
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§efiarts  of  Moci^ti^^. 


ANNUAL    MEETING    OF    THE  TENNESSEE   STATE 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  fifty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical 
Society  was  called  to  order  at  10  o'clock,  Tuesday  morning, 
April  12th,  in  the  Federal  Court^room,  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  by 
the  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Penn,  of  Humboldt. 

Almost  every  county  in  the  State  was  represented,  and  some 
of  the  most  celebrated  physicians  and  surgeons  were  in  attend- 
ance. 

After  the  meeting  was  called  to  order.  Dr.  C.  M.  Drake, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements,  rose  and  suggested 
that,  as  had  been  the  custom  since  the  organization  of  the  Society, 
the  meeting  be  opened  with  prayer.  This  was  done,  Rev.  Dr. 
Frazee  officiating.  Dr.  Drake  then  made  a  brief  address  of 
welcome.  His  address  was  short,  but  it  was  pregnant  with  hos- 
pitality and  welcome.  He  read  the  programme  of  entertainment 
for  the  meeting. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  several  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Credentials,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancies:  Dr.J.S.  Jones,  Bell's  Depot;  Dr.  Duncan  Eve,  Nash- 
ville; Dr.  T.  J.  Happel,  Trenton;  Drs.  Ristine  and  Drake, 
Knoxville. 

A  general  reception  of  visitors  then  took  place,  after  which  Dr. 
Nelson,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  read  his  report,  which  was 
ordered  spread  on  the  minutes.  The  Treasurer's  report  showed 
a  large  number  of  delinquents  on  the  books,  and  said  the  finances 
of  the  Society  were  at  a  low  ebb.  He  also  showed  the  roll  of 
names  to  be  about  three  hundred. 
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A  paper,  written  by  Dr.  Plunket,  of  Nashville,  was  read, 
which  advised  the  appointment  of  a  salaried  Secretary,  whose 
duty  should  be  the  organization  of  Medical  Societies  in  the  vari- 
ous towns  and  counties  of  the  j^State,  as  the  fraternity  was,  as  a 
rule,  unorganized. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  was  read  and  or- 
dered spread  upon  the  minutes. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cowan,  Dr.  R.  F.  Evans,  of  Shelbyville, 
whose  services  to  the  Society  have  been  many,  was,  owing  to  his 
advanced  age  and  ill  health,  released  from  the  payment  of  dues, 
and  retained  as  a  full  member. 

Dr.  D.  F.  Wright,  of  Clarksville,  was  also  honored  in  a  like 
manner. 

The  Memphis  delegation  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  Legislature  be  memoralized  to  make  physicians'  fees,  in  the 
last  illness,  a  first  lien  on  the  propei*ty  of  the  diseased.  The  sug- 
gestion was  favorably  received,  and  Drs.  Drake,  Briggs  and 
Haggard  were  appointed  a  committee  to  look  into  the  matter. 

After  some  minor  business,  the  meeting  adjourned  for  dinner. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  afternoon  session  was  called  to  order  at  2  o'clock. 

The  first  business  was  the  offering  of  a  resolution,  prepared 
by  Dr.  D.  F.  Wright,  of  Clarksville,  to  the  effect  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five,  the  chairman  and  one  other  member  of  which 
shall  reside  in^Nashville,  be  appointed  to  memorialize  the  Legis- 
lature and  try  aild  have  the  next  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
enact  a  law  to  compel  the  more  careful  collection  and  report  of 
vital  statistics;  in  other  words,  to  make  it  compulsory  for  all 
physicians  in  the  State  to  make  intelligent  reports  of  all  births 
and  deaths  that  come  under  their  immediate  notice. 

The  question  was  discussed  at  length.  Dr.  Beaumont,  of 
Clarksville,  Dr.  Duncan  Eve,  of  Nashville,  and  many  others, 
made  talks  favoring  the  resolution.  The  State  of  Alabama  was 
cited  as  an  example  of  the  benefits  to  be  obtained  from  intelli- 
gent medical  legislation;  and,  also,  of  a  thorough  organization 
of  the  medical  fraternity.  Alabama,  under  the  superb  manage- 
ment and  hard  w^orkof  the  State  Secretary,  Jerome  Cochran,  has 
the  entire  fraternity  organized;  and,  hence,  the  various  county 
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associations  can  work  on  the  various  legislators  and  produce  de- 
sired legislation. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried.  The  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  was  deferred  until  next  day. 

The  names  of  a  number  of  applicants  for  membership  were  re- 
commended by  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  and  were  elected 
unamiously. 

The  reading  of  papers  and  reports  of  cases  of  interest  were  then 
taken  up. 

The  first  paper  was  a  "Report  of  a  case  of  Supra- vaginal  Hys- 
terectomy, Successfully  Performed,"  by  Dr.  Richard  Douglas,  of 
Nashville. 

Dr.  W.  Beaumont,  of  Clarksville,  read  a  paper  on  **  Thera- 
peutics, Present  and  Prospective."  The  paper  was  an  able  one, 
and  was  favorably  discussed. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Happel,  of  Trenton,  read  a  paper  on  **Morphineism 
and  its  Relation  to  the  Sexual  Organs  and  the  Appetite,  and  its 
Effect  on  the  Offspring  of  the  User." 

Dr.  Duncan  Eve,  of  Nashville,  read  the  report  of  a  case  of 
the  removal  of  a  calculus  or  foreign  substance  from  the  bladder. 
He  exhibited  the  stone,  and  the  discussion  was  very  interesting. 

NIQHT   SESSION. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Ristine,  Vice-President, 
who  announced  that  the  President,  Dr.  J.  W.  Penn,  of  Hum- 
boldt, would  deliver  his  address. 

The  President's  address  was  upon  that  most  difficult  subject, 
** Science  of  Life."  He  handled  the  matter,  however,  most 
scientifically,  and  at  the  close  a  motion  was  made  to  thank  him 
with  a  rising  vote,  which  was  done,  and  the  address  ordered  to 
be  printed  in  the  Transactions.  We  are  pleased  to  submit  it  to 
our  readers  in  full  in  this  number. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  then  taken  up,  and  Dr.  J. 
L.  Jones,  of  Bell's  Depot,  read  an  able  paper  on  ''Glossitis." 

Dr.  T.  H.  Marable,  of  Clarksville,  read  a  very  interesting 
paper  on  **Lime  Salts  in  Acute  Dysentery."  This  paper  was 
widely  discussed,  and  no  two  present  suggested  the  i?ame  treat- 
ment.    This  debate  closed  the  night  session. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  to  participate  in  a  royal  ban- 
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quel  at  the  New  Schubert  House,  tendered  by  the  resident  physi- 
cians of  Knox vi lie  to  the  State  Society,  which  was  a  most  rayal 
spread  indeed,  in  which  all  present  enjoyed  themselves,  as  they 
always  do  when  partaking  of  the  hospitalities  of  this  gem  city  of 
the  mountains. 

The  following  were  the  toasts:  **  Within  Our  Gates,  Dr.  T. 
M.  Masters;  "State  Medical  Society,"  Dr.  C.  W.  Beaumont; 
"Our  Quests,"  Dr.  W.  K.  Sheddan;  "The  Physician  Himself,'' 
Dr.  J.  B.  Cowan;  "The  Hope  of  Future  Medical  Education," 
Dr.  O.  H.  Menees;  "Specialties  in  Medicine,"  Dr.  T.  H.  Wood; 
"The  Saddle-bags,"  Dr.  G.  W.  Drake;  "What  are  We  Here 
For?"  Dr.  N.  T.  Dulaney;  "State  Board  of  Medical  Exam- 
iners," Dr.  T.  J.  Happel. 

SECOND   day's   session. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  at  10  a.m. 

The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  L.  Barr,  of 
Knoxville. 

The  President  then  appointed  a  committee  to  urge  upon  the 
Legislature  at  its  next  meeting  the  passage  of  a  "  vital  statistics 
bill,"  as  suggested  in  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Wright,  adopted 
Tuesday  afternoon.  Upon  this  committee  were  named  Drs.  J. 
S.  Cain  and  Thomas  Menees,  Nashville;  Dr.  G.  B.  Thornton, 
Memphis;  Dr.  John  M.  Boyd,  Knoxville;  and  Dr.  W.  T.  Hope, 
Chattanooga. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Dr.  W.  D.  Haggard,  of  Nashville, 
on  "Some  Recent  Experiences  with  Puerperal  SepticsBmia,"  which 
was  discussed  at  length  by  Drs.  Douglas,  Cowan,  G.  W.  Drake, 
Baxter,  Menees,  Ristine,  Witherspoon,  Murfree,  Sheddan,  Tad- 
lock,  Dulaney,  and  Eve. 

Dr.  W.  Frank  Glenn  read  a  paper  on  "Impotence  in  the 
Male,"  which  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Sheddan,  Douglas,  Haggard, 
Walker,  Murfree,  G.  W.  Drake,  Cowan,  and  Marable. 

The  Society  returned  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Glenn  for  his 
paper,  and  ordered  it  printed  in  the  Transactions. 

The  report  of  the  Judicial  Council  in  regard  to  the  cases  of 
Drs.  L.  Jones  Price  and  W.  S.  Nash,  who  were  expelled  by  the 
Knox  County  Medical  Society,  were  submitted  on  appeal,  and 
elicited  some  discussion.     The  matter  was  finally  referred  back 
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to  the  Council,  and  at  the  afternoon  session,  on  being  taken  up, 
was  referred  back  to  the  Knox  County  Medical  Society,  with  in- 
structions to  investigate  more  fully,  and  that  in  the  event  of  a 
subsequent  appeal  all  evidence  be  presented,  in  writing,  to  the 
Judicial  Council. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  until  2  p.m. 

AFTERNOON   8E8MON. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  afternoon  was  taken  up  in  the  elec- 
tion of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Dr.  C.  W.  Beaumont,  of 
Clarksville,  was  elected  President;  Dr.  Scruggs,  of  Knoxville, 
Vice-President  from  East  Tennessee;  Dr.  W.  K.  Sheddan,  of 
Williamsport,  Vice-President  for  Middle  Tennessee;  Dr.  W.  A. 
H.  Coop,  of  Dyersburg,  Vice-President  for  West  Tennessee. 

Dr.  D.  E.  Nelson  wes  reelected  Secretary,  and  Dr.  J.  K.  P. 
Walker  was  reelected  Treasurer. 

The  selection  of  the  time  and  place  for  the  next  meeting  wfts 
the  next  subject  brought  up  for  discussion,  and  considerable 
argument  was  gone  into  as  to  whether  the  .meeting-place  should 
be  Nashville  or  Dyersburg.  Nashville  wa-s  finally  chosen,  and 
the  second  Tuesday  in  April  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Murfree,  of  Murfreesboro,  and  Dr.  Richard  Doug- 
las each  read  papers  on  ''Intestinal  Obstruction,"  both  of  which 
were  discussed. 

Dr.  G.  A.  Baxter,  of  Chattanooga,  read  a  paper  on  **  Railway 
Crushed  Hand,"  which  was  discussed  at  length. 

Dr^  Cowan  read  a  memorial  paper  in  memory  of  Dr.  J.  C. 
Shephard,  of  Winchester. 

Adjourned. 

NIGHT   SESSION. 

The  night  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:30,  when  memorial 
services  were  held  in  the  court-room  in  honor  of  Dr.  Lipscomb, 
of  Shelby ville.  Dr.  Lipscomb's  death  took  place  at  liis  home  in 
Shelbyville  last  winter.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
honored  of  his  profession  in  Tennessee.  The  history  of  his  life 
and  services  was  read  by  Dr.  B.  W.  Moody,  of  Shelbyville. 
Eulogies  were  delivered  by  Drs.  Beaumont,  Wright,  Cowan,  G. 
W.  Drake,  and  others. 

Dr.  A.  C.  White,  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Medical  Society, 
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was  introduced,  and  made  a  brief  but  pointed  speech  iu  acknowl- 
ment  of  the  honor  and  expression  of  his  gratitude. 

Dr.  W.  K.  Sheddan,  of  Williamsport,  read  a  paper  on  ** Tu- 
berculosis and  Some  of  its  Forms,  with  a  Report  of  Cases." 

Dr.  George  R.  West,  of  Chattanooga,  read  a  paper  on  **The 
Corset,*'  which  was  discussed  at  length  and  heartily  endorsed. 
One  of  the  very  oldest  bachelors  present  stated  that  there  was  no 
more  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  the  act  of  placing  an  arm  around 
the  waist  of  a  corseted  girl  than  there  is  in  hugging  a  lamp-post, 
and  that  he  had  tried  both. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Cobleigh,  of  Chattanooga,  presented  a  paper  on 
**Moluscum  Fibrosum." 

Dr.  T.  J.  Happel  read  a  paper  on  **  Report  of  the  State  Board 
of  Medical  Examiners." 

After  a  short  discussion  upon  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
'*  State  Medical  Examiners  recognize  only  the  diplomas  of  col- 
leges requiring  three  courses  for  graduation,"  the  meeting  ad- 
journed till  Thursday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

THIRD   day's   session. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  9  a.m. 

Dr.  T.  Hilliard  Wood,  of  Nashville,  read  a  paper  on  "Devia- 
tions of  the  Nasal  Septum." 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Cowan  to  the  effect  that  a 
three-term  course  at  a  medical  college,  requiring  a  preliminary 
examination,  be  considered  necessary  by  the  Medical  Association 
before  entrance  into  the  practice  of  the  profession  be  allowed. 
Dr.  Cowan  supported  his  resolution  hy  giving  several  instances 
where  ignorance  of  the  grossest  kind  had  been,  under  the  cloak 
of  the  profession,  allowed  to  impose  itself  and  its  malpractice 
on  the  unsuspecting  public,  and  showed  very  ably  the  many  ways 
in  which  the  profession  was  brought  into  ill-favor  by  a  laxity  in 
the  requirements,  which  should  be  complied  with  before  a  license 
to  practice  is  granted. 

A  motion  of  Dr.  Walker  to  the  effect  that  a  committee  of  five 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  new  Constitution  and  By-laws  was 
carried.  The  President  stated  that  he  would  take  the  selection 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  under  advisement. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  then  an- 
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nounced  that  the  committee  would  be  glad  to  have  the  members 
of  the  Society  visit  the  East  Tennessee  Medical  College  and  the 
Lyon's  View  Asylum. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted. 

A  paper  on  **The  Perineum  in  Labor"  was  read  by  Dr.  C.  P. 
McNabb,  of  Knoxville. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Williams,  of  Knoxville,  read  a  paper  on  ** Acute 
Articular  Rheumatism,"  which  was  discussed  at  length. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Nashville,  April,  1893. 

A  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Society  visited  the 
Knoxville  Medical  College  and  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at 
Lyon's  View  in  the  afternoon. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Southern  Practitioner: 

If  it  will  not  be  an  intrusion  on  your  most  valuable  space,  I 
would  like  to  give  a  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meet- 
ing of  our  Medical  Society,  which  was  held  in  Adamsville,  Feb- 
ruary 13-14,  1892.     Our  society  was  organized  in  July,  1889. 

Two  of  our  members  have  passed  over  the  river  during  the  last 
year — viz.,  Drs.  Young  and  Rogers.  Dr.  Young  was  an  old  and 
honored  member  of  the  profession.  Dr.  Rofgers  was  a  young 
and  progressive  member,  with  as  bright  a  future  be'fore  him  as 
any  young  physician  I  ever  knew,  possessed  of  all  the  ennobling 
qualities  that  were  ever  combined  in  the  make-up  of  any  one 
man.  Although  an  undergraduate,  he  had  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  and  it  was  his  intention  to  continue  to  avail  himself  of 
the  best  facilities  until  all  had  been  done  for  him  that  didactic 
and  clinical  teaching  could  do. 

Dr.  Mitchell,  our  Committee  on  Necrology,  disappointed  us 
very  much  in  not  having  prepared  suitable  memoirs  in  both  these 
cases  and  being  here  to  read  them,  or  sending  them  in  to  be  read 
and  spread  upon  our  minutes. 

A  resolution  was  unanimously  passed  to  drop  the  names  of  any 
of  our  members  who  failed  to  attend,  or  render  a  plausible  ex- 
cuse for  not  attending,  for  one  year  hereafter.     We  meet  quar- 
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terly  at  some  place  in  the  county  selected  at  the  preceding  meet- 
ing. 

Reading  and  discussion  of  papers  being  called  for,  Dr.  Barn- 
hill  reported  not  ready.  The  title  of  his  paper  was  ''Some  Re- 
cent Observations  on  Gynecological  Surgery." 

Dr.  J.  C.  McConnell's  paper  or  address  on  "Placenta  Previa" 
having  been  called  for,  he  reported  being  poorly  prepared  for  an 
address  on  the  subject,  and  had  no  paper,  but  discussed  briefly 
the  subject  of  ** Obstetrics  in  General." 

At  the  evening  session  a  discussion  of  the  proper  management 
of  ordinary  cases  of  obstetrics  was  taken  up,  and  discussed  in  an 
animated  and  interesting  way  by  Drs.  Atkins,  Barnhill,  Butler, 
Martin,  and  Morris.  The  general  trend  of  the  discussion  seemed 
to  favor  the  old-woman  idea  of  letting  **natur*^  take  its  course. 
Dr.  Morris  took  the  position  that,  while  meddlesome  midwifery 
was  to  be  deprecated,  the  idea  of  the  accoucheur  being  unable  to 
render  valuable  and  needful  aid  in  many  normal  cases  of  confine- 
ment was  to  be  deprecated  as  much,  and  the  position  was  taken 
that  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  became  necessary  and  much 
suffering  was  avoided  even  in  what  would  be  regarded  as  a  most 
normal  case.  He  had  seen  some  cases  where  the  patients  had 
been  allowed  to  suffer  for  hours,  when  if  the  simple  expedient  of 
rupturing  the  membranes  had  been  attended  to  the  labor  would 
have  terminated  long  before,  and  the  patient  saved  many  hours 
of  needless  suffering. 

April  14,  8  A.M.,  the  election  of  delegates  being  the  order  of 
the  hour,  the  society  proceeded  to  elect  the  following  delegates 
to  the  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society:  Drs.  Atkins,  San- 
ders, Martin,  and  McConnell,  and  Drs.  Mitchell  and  Robertson 
as  alternates. 

Selmer,  our  new  county  seat,  was  then  selected  as  the  place  of 
our  next  meeting,  which  will  take  place  on  the  second  Monday 
in  May  at  12  m.  and  continue  till  12  m.  the  second  Tuesday,  or 
May  9  and  10  next. 

Cases  were  reported  by  Drs.  Atkins  and  Haynie,  and  discussed 
by  members  generally. 

The  address  of  Dr.  Morris  on  **How  May  the  Pecuniary  In- 
terests of  the  Profession  in  the  County  be  Best  Protected?"  was 
next  on  the  programme.     The  position  was  taken  that   of  all 
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professions  or  avocations  engaged  in  by  any  class  of  persoils, 
especially  in  this  county,  none  are  so  meagerly  remunerated,  ac- 
cording to  the  importance  of  the  service  or  the  amount  of  labor 
performed,  as  members  of  the  medical  profession;  and  the  rem- 
edy, while  not  probable,  was  possible,  by  which  it  might  be  im- 
proved 100  per  cent,  was  simply  in  our  becoming  more  thor- 
oughly organized  and  interested  in  our  own  pecuniary  interests. 
It  was  recommended  that  after  doing  the  practice  of  an  individual 
for  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  and  receiving  no  compensation 
therefor,  he  be  reported  to  every  other  physician  in  the  locality 
in  which  such  individual  lives  as  a  dead-beat,  and  the  physicians 
should  refuse  to  do  his  practice  until  satisfactory  settlement  had 
been  made  with  the  physician  formerly  doing  his  practice;  and  in 
case  of  his  removal  from  one  locality  to  another,  all  the  physicians 
of  that  locality  should  be  notified  of  his  standing  in  the  community 
in  which  he  had  formerly  lived.  This  to  apply,  however,  only 
to  those  who  might,  by  proper  industry  and  economy,  be  able  to 
pay  their  bills,  and  in  no  case  to  true  cases  of  charity.  In  a 
word,  nothing  was  recommended  that  was  not  in  strict  conformity 
to  that  grandest  of  all  precepts  laid  down  by  the  grandest  of  all 
Masters,  who  said,  ''Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them." 

G.  W.  Morris,  M.D.,  Secretary. 
Adamsville,  Tenn.,  April,  1892. 
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Aristol  for  Bed-sores. — Dr.  J.  W.  Brooke  (^Medical  Bul- 
letin) reports  the  most  gratifying  effect  obtained  by  him  from  the 
use  of  aristol  for  bed-sores  in  a  woman  aged  62  years,  who  was ' 
confined  to  bed  by  a  fracture  of  the  femur.  The  condition  had 
existed  for  some  time,  and,  in  spite  of  every  precaution, 
sloughs  began  to  form  on  both  buttocks.  An  ointment  of  forty 
grains  of  aristol  to  an  ounce  of  cosmoline,  spread  on  old  linen, 
was  applied,  with  the  result  that  within  forty-eight  hours  all  pain 
disappeared,  and  within  a  week  all  inflammation  was  allayed. — 
Medical  Fortnightly, 
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Treatment  of  Shock. — Ghauvel  recommends  the  following 
treatment  of  shock,  according  to  La  Medicine  Hypodermique  for 
January,  1892 :  For  the  purpose  of  re-establishing  the  circulation, 
the  patient  is  put  in  an  absolutely  horizontal  position  and  mas- 
saged. He  is  also  given  alcoholic  frictions  and  subcutaneous  in- 
jections of  ether.  For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  bodily 
temperature,  the  air  of  the  room  is  well  heated,  and  the  patient 
is  surrounded  by  hot  bottles,  or  placed  in  a  bath  of  the  tempera- 
ture of  105°  or  110°. 

Internally,  Chauvel  administers  alcoholic  stimulants,  such  as 
rum  or  brandy,  in  the  dose  of  from  one. to  two  ounces.  He  does 
not  employ  sinapisms  or  other  inconvenient  measures.  When 
reaction  has  been  obtained,  the  stimulants  are  combined  with 
opium  for  the  production  of  sleep.  Chauvel  mentions  the  intra- 
venous injection  of  ammonia,  as  has  been  used  by  Penfold  and 
Tibbis.  In  cases  where  shock  is  prolonged,  strychnine,  digitalis, 
and  belladonna  are  to  be  employed,  and  electricity  may  be  of 
great  service. — Therapeutic  Ghuette, 


Proprietory  Medicines  in  Prescriptions. — B.  (Maryland). 
This  journal  has  always  insisted  that  the  pharmacist  mijst  dis- 
pense whatever  is  prescribed.  If  a  prescription  calls  for  a  copy- 
righted compound  which  is  not  kept  in  stock,  the  pharmacist  has 
but  one  choice — return  the  prescription  unless  the  customer,  on 
a  full  explanation  of  all  the  facts,  should  consent  to  the  substitu- 
tion of  a  similar  preparation. —  Western  Druggist. 

(Very  correct. — Ed.  S.  P.) 


The  tincture  of  iodine  mixed  with  glycerine  is  claimed  by  Dr. 
Hammond  to  prove  more  effective  as  a  local  application  than  the 
plain  tincture.  This  is  due  to  the  retardation  of  the  dissipation 
of  the  iodine,  or,  more  likely,  to  the  skin  remaining  soft,  and 
hence  in  a  better  condition  for  absorbing  the  drug. — Lancet-Clinic. 


Zander's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis- supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  andNew  York,  sole  agents. 
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Chronic  Gastric  Catarrh  is  treated  by  Forlanini  (La  Sem. 
Med.)  by  first  irrigating  the  stomach  with  a  2  per  cept.  sodium 
bicarbonate  solution,  then  introducing  a  pint  of  a  1:10,000  silver 
nitrate  solution,  withdrawing  a  portion  of  the  latter,  inflating  the 
stomach  with  air  (to  expose  the  coating  to  the  action  of  the  silver 
salt^,  replacing  this  silver  solution,  after  a  short  while,  by  afresh 
amount,  withdrawing  this  also,  and  finally  washing  out  the  stom- 
ach with  water  containing  sodium  chloride. — Western  Druggist, 


Prof.  N  S.  Davis  says  all  the  indications  for  treatment  in 
croup,  in  the  mild  or  superficial  form  of  the  disease,  can  be  ful- 
filled by  the  administration  of : 

S.     Syr.  ipecac 3  ix. 

Syr.  scillse  comp 3  iss. 

Tinct.  opii  camph S  ij. 

M.  Sig. — Half  teaspoonful  every  three  or  four  hours. — Ind. 
Med,  Journal, 


Dish-Rag  Gourd. — Dr.  Beall  (Teeo*  Courier  of  Medicine) 
regards  the  Lufa  dish-cloth  or  inside  of  the  vegetable  dish-rag 
gourd  as  an  excellent  means  of  cleaning  any  surface  upon  which 
the  knife  is  to  be  used.  It  is  cheap,  will  not  irritate  the  skin, 
will  bear  any  kind  of  antiseptic  solutions  or  soaps,  and  will  rap- 
idly remove  dirt  and  infectious  material. — International  Journal 
of  Surgery,  (And  then  it  is  so  cheap  it  can  be  thrown  into  the 
fire  when  used. — Ed.  8.  P.) 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 
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Amenorrhcea  of  School  Girls. — Dr.  T.  A.  Reamy,  (Cin- 
cinnati Lancet-Clinic) f  id  discussing  the  amenorrhoea  in  ansemia, 
common  to  school  girls,  says:  (1)  She  must  leave  school,  and 
must  not  even  study  at  home.  (2)  She  must  spend  several  hours 
each  day  in  the  open  air,  either  walking  or  riding.  In  winter 
she  must,  of  course,  be  warmly  clad,  but  must  wear  no  sheep- 
skins or  other  chest-protecting  pads.  Standing  in  the  open  air, 
she  must  be  induced  to  breathe  deeply  with  the  mouth  closed; 
this  should  be  done  for  at  least  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  and  be 
repeated  at  least  twice  a  day.  Nothing  that  can  be  done  will 
more  rapidly  improve  the  character  of  her  blood.  (3)  She  must 
sponge  her  extremities  and  body  each  morning  on  arising  from 
bed.  The  water  must  be  of  the  temperature  of  the  room,  and 
she  must  practice  freely  with  an  ordinary  towel.  (4)  She  must 
drink  plenty  of  milk  and  eat  plenty  of  beefsteak.  (5)  She 
must  take  small  doses  of  iron,  combined  with  some  bitter  tonic, 
three  times  a  day.  Improvement  may  be  somewhat  slow,  but  if 
this  course  is  faithfully  carried  out,  a  perfect  cure  will  result, 
and  her  education  may  then  be  finished.  If  this  course  or  its 
equivalent  be  not  followed,  the  cases  will  go  from  bad  to  worse, 
and  finally  die  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Wayne's  Diuretic  Elixir. — We  had  the  pleasure  recently 
of  a  call  from  Mr.  William  Gilmore,  the  handsome,  polite,  and 
exceedingly  entertaining  representative  of  that  standard  and  re- 
liable preparation  so  valuable  in  genito- urinary  affections — 
Wayne's  Diuretic  Elixir.  For  acute  and  chronic  catarrh  of  the 
bladder,  brickdust  and  chalky  deposits  in  the  urine,  calculi,  acute 
and  chronic  Bright's  disease,  or  any  irritation  of  the  genito- 
urinary passages,  it  is  unequalled.  See  the  statements  of  such 
men  as  Glenn,  of  Nashville;  Keely  and  Pendergast,  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  other  reliable  observers,  who  have  used  it. 


To  Deodorize  Iodoform. — ^The  following  combination  is  al- 
lowed by  the  Addendum  of  the  Nether  land  Phamiacopceia  to 
deodorize  iodofoim:  Carbolic  aci<l,  one  part;  oil  of  peppermint, 
two  parts;  iodoform,  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  parts. — New 
York  Medical  Journal, 
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Malted  Milk  Co.,  Racine,  Wis.:  In  January  I  was  attacked 
with  influenza  and  pneumonia.  During  the  convalescence  I  was 
very  weak.  I  bought  a  six-pound  jar  of  your  Malted  Milk,  and 
took  two  tablespoonsful  of  the  same  every  five  hours.  In  a 
short  time  I  regained  my  strength,  and  was  able  to  take  up  my 
practice  again.  At  bed-time  I  take  two  heaping  tablespoonsful 
of  the  Malted  Milk  in  a  cup  of  hot  coffee,  and  then  I  can  sleep 
all  night.  When  I  make  a  trip  into  the  country  (I  am  a  country 
doctor),  I  always  take  a  cup  of  coffee  and  Malted  Milk,  and  also 
when  I  return.  By  doing  this  I  gained  23  pounds  in  four 
weeks,  and  I  also  feel  well.  I  do  not  say  that  the  Malted  Milk  is 
altogether  responsible  for  this,  but  it  certainly  aided  me  wonder- 
fully. By  taking  Malted  Milk  in  hot  coffee  I  have  a  nutritious 
drink,  as  pleasant  as  a  cup  of  chocolate,  as  delicious  as  a  cup  of 
cocoa,  and  as  stimulating  as  a  cup  of  eggnogg.  With  many 
thanks,  I  remain,  yours  truly.  Dr.  E.  J.  Kempf. 

Jaspek,  Ind.,  February  27,  1892. 


To  Check  Milk  Secretion  in  Mastitis. — An  ounce  of  cam- 
phor dissolved  in  three  ounces  of  turpentine  has  been  used  in 
Columbia  Hospital  for  Women  to  check  secretion  of  milk  in 
mastitis.  It  relieves  pain,  diminishes  induration,  and  reduces 
inflammation.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the  part  should  not  be 
so  tightly  covered  that  the  application  shall  produce  irritation  of 
the  surface. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


The  prospectus  of  the  May  issue  of  the  Cosmopolitan  is  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  of  the  American  News  Company,  stating  that 
the  news-stand  sales  ot  the  Cosmopolitan  have  increased  nearly 
1,000  per  cent,  during  the  past  three  years — the  second  half  of 
the  Cosmopolitan's  existence. 


Sander  <fe  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 
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AMERICAN  ACADEMY  OP  MEDICINE. 

Preliminary  Program, — ^The  following  topics  are  promised  for 
discussion  at  the  seventeenth  annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Medicine  at  the  Cadillac  Hotel,  Detroit,  Mich.,  on 
Saturday,  June  4,  and  Monday,  June  6,  1892: 

1.  ''Essentials  and  Non-essentials  in  Medical  Education,"  the 
address  of  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  P.  S.  Conner,  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

2.  **The  Value  of  the  General  Preparatory  1  raining  Afforded 
by  the  College  as  Compared  with  the  Special  Preparatory  Work 
Suggested  by  the  Medical  School  in  the  Preliminary  Education 
of  the  Physician,"  a  paper  by  Dr.  T.  F.  Moses,  of  Urbana,  O. 

3.  ''Does  a  Classical  Course  Enable  a  Student  to  Shorten  the 
Period  of  Professional  Study,"  a  paper  by  Dr.  V.  C.  Vaughan, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

4.  "The  Value  of  Collegiate  Degrees  as  an  Evidence  of  Fit- 
ness for  the  Study  of  Medicine,"  a  paper  by  Dr.  L.  H.  Menter, 
of  Chicago. 

5.  "The  Value  of  Academical  Training  Preparatory  to  the 
Study  of  Medicine,"  a  symposium  by  Drs.  H.  B.  AUyn,  of 
Philadelphia;  W.  D.  Bidwell,  of  Washington;  and  Egbert 
Wing,  of  Chicago. 

6.  "The  Newer  Medical  Education  in  the  United  States,"  a 
symposium  by  Drs.  W.  J.  Herdman,  of  Ann  Arbor;  Charles 
Jewett,  of  Brooklyn;  and  Egbert  Wing,  of  Chicago. 

7.  A  paper  on  "Some  Phases  of  the  State  Supervision  of  the 
Practice  of  Medicine,"  by  Perry  H.  Millard,  of  St.  Paul. 

Some  other  papers  are  partially  promised,  and  the  usual  re- 
ports may  be  expected  from  the  committees. 

Members  of  the  profession  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present 
at  the  sessions  of  the  Academy. 


J 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Forty-third  annual  session  will  be  held  in  Detroit,  Mich., 
on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  June  7,  8,  9, 
and  10,  commencing  on  Tuesday,  at  11  a.m. 

OFFICERS. 

President — Dr.  Henry  O.  Marcy,  Boston,  Mass. 

First  Vice-President — Dr.  Willis  P.  King,  Missouri. 

Second  Vice-President — Dr.  Henry  Palmer,  Wisconsin. 

Third  Vice-President— Mr.  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  Alabama. 

Fourth  Vice-President— Dr.  W.  E.  Taylor,  California. 

Treasurer — Dr.  Richard  J.  Duriglison,  Pennsylvania. 

Secretary — Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  Pennsylvania. 

Librarian — Dr.  George  W.  Webster,  Illinois. 

Editor — Dr.  J.  C.  Culbertson,  Chicago,  111. 

Cfiairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangements — Dr.  H.  O.  Walker. 

Board  of  Trustees— P.  O.  Hooper,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  1892; 
Alouzo  Garcelon,  Lewistown,  Me.,  1892;  Isaac  N.  Love,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  1892;  John  B.  Hamilton,  Chicago,  111.,  1893;  Dan- 
iel  E.  Nelson,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  1893;  John  V.  Shoemaker, 
Philadelphia.  Pa.,  1893;  W.  W.  Dawson,  Ohio,  1894;  W.  W. 
Potter,  New  York,  1894;  J.  H.  Ranch,  Illinois,  1894. 

Judicial  Council — Elected  1889,  N.  S.  Davis,  Illinois;  H. 
Brown,  Kentucky;  R.  C.  Moore,  Nebraska;  G.  B.  Gillespie, 
Tennessee;  T.  A.  Foster,  Maine;  J.  B.  S.  Holmes,  Georgia;  H. 
O.  Walker,  Michigan,  to  fill  vacancy.  Elected  1890,  X.  C. 
Scott,  Ohio;  W^.  F.  Peck,  Iowa;  J.  A.  Lane,  Kansas;  J.  H. 
Murphy,  Minnesota;  T.  J,  Happel,  D.  J.  Roberts,  Tennessee; 
A.  Garcelon,  Maine.  Elected  1891,  W.  T.  Bishop,  Pennsyl- 
vania; G.  L.  Porter,  Connecticut;  James  F.  Hibbard,  Indiana; 
C.  H.  Hughes,  Missouri;  Hunter  McGuire,  Virginia;  A.  M. 
Owen,  Indiana;  H.  D.  Didama,  New  York. 

OFFICERS   OF   SECTIONS. 

Obstretrics  and  Diseases  of  Women — Chairman,  E.  E.  Mont- 
gomery, Philadelphia;  Secretary,  F.  H.  Martin,  Chicago. 

Surgery  and  Anatomy — Chairman,  J.  McF.  Gaston,  Atlanta; 
Secretary,  W.  F.  Mann,  Detroit. 
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State  Medicine — Chairman,  Benjamin  Lee,  Philadelphia;  Sec- 
retary, L.  F.  Flick,  Philadelphia. 

Ophthalmology — Chairman,  J.  L.  Thompson,  Indianapolis; 
Secretary,  6.  de  Schweinitz,  Philadelphia. 

Laryngology  and  Otology — ^Chairman,  C.  H.  Burnett,  Phila- 
delphia; Secretary,  A.  B.  Thrasher,  Cincinnati. 

Diseases  of  Children — ^Chairman,  E.  F.  Brush,  Mt.  Vernon, 
N.  Y.;  Secretary,  B.  A.  Waddington,  Salem,  N.  J. 

Oral  and  Dental  Surgery — ^Chairman,  J.  Taft,  Cincinnati,  0.; 
Secretary,  E.  S.  Talbot,  Chicago. 

Neurology  and  Medical  Jurisprudence — Chairman,  Harold  N. 
Moyer,  Chicago;  Secretary,  G.  R.  Strawbridge,  Danville,  Pa. 

Dermatology  and  Syphilography — Chairman,  L.  D.  Bulkier, 
New  York;  Secretary,  J.  C.  McGuire,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy — Chairman,  F.  Woodbury, 
Philadelphia;  Secretary,  W.  L.  AVhelpley,  St.  Louis.  * 

Physiology  and  Dietetics — Chairman,  C.  H.  A.  Kleinschmidt, 
Washington,  D.  C;  Secretary,  Ephraim  Cutter,  New  York. 

Practice  of  Medicine — Chairman,  R.  T.  Edes,  Jamaica  Plains, 
Mass.;  Secretary,  James  M.  French,  Cincinnati,  O. 

ADDRESSES. 

Address  on  General  Medicine — J.  S.  Cain,  Tennessee. 
Address  on  General  Surgery — John  B.  Hamilton,  Illinois. 
Address  on  State  Medicine — C.  A.  Lindsley,  Connecticut. 

DELEGATES. 

The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  from  permanently 
organized  State  Medical  Societies,  and  such  County  and  District 
Societies  as  are  recognized  by  representation  in  their  respective 
State  Societies,  and  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Array 
and  Navy,  and  the  Marine-HospitalService  of  the  United  States. 

Each  State,  County  and  District  Medical  Society  entitled  to 
representation,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  Associ- 
ation one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members, 
and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that 
number.  Provided,  however,  that  the  number  of  delegates  for 
any  particular  State,  Territory,  county,  city  or  town,  shall  not 
exceed  the  ratio  of  one  in  ten  of  the  resident  physicians  who  may 
have  signed  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Association. 
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MEMBERS   BY    APPLICATION. 

Members  by  application  shall  consist  of  such  members  of  the 
State,  Conuty,  and  District  Medical  Societies  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  this  Association  as  shall  make  application  in  writ- 
ing to  the  Treasurer,  and  accompany  said  application  with  a 
certificate  of  good  standing,  signed  by  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  Society  of  which  they  are  members,  and  the  amount 
of  the  annual  membership  fee,  five  dollars.  They  shall  have 
their  names  upon  the  roll,  and  shall  have  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  accorded  to  permanent  members,  and  shall  retain  their 
membership  upon  the  same  terms. 

AMENDMENT   TO   THE    BY-LAWS. 

Offered  by  Dr.  I.  N.  Quinby,  New  Jersey:  That  Thursday 
morning's  general  session  be  omitted,  and  the  time  be  devoted  to 
sectional  work. 

By  Drs.  J.  G.  Kiernan,  Illinois,  and  H.  St.  Ash,  Pennsyl- 
vania: That  the  Committee  on  Necrology  be  abolished,  and  the 
work  of  that  Committee  be  made  the  duty  of  the  editor  of  The 
Journal. 

By  Dr.  J.  C.  Culbertson,  Illinois):  That  all  business  matters 
of  the  Association  be  referred,  without  discussion  or  comment,  to 
an  Executive  Committee,  composed  of  two  members  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  each  State  Society  in  affiliation  with  this  Association, 
who  shall  carefully  consider  and  recommend  such  action  as  they 
may  deem  most  advisable. 

That  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Sections  be  from  9  a.  m.  Iq  12 
M.,  and  from  2  to  6  p.  m.,  and  that  the  time  of  the  general  ses- 
Mons  shall  begin  at  12  m.,  and  continue  to  adjournment. 

By  Dr.  A.  L.  Gihon,  United  States  Navy:  That  Wednesday 
be  the  day  for  delivery  of  the  President's  Address. 

RAILROAD    rates. 

The  Central  Traffic  Association  has  agreed  to  make  the  rate  to 
the  Detroit  meeting  of  one  fare  and  a  third  for  the  round  trip, 
tickets  to  be  sold  June  6th  and  7th  going,  and  return  on  date 
stamped  on  back  by  special  agent  of  Detroit,  but  not  good  for 
return  after  June  13.  Those  who  purchase  tickets  must  take  a 
certificate  from  ihe  agent  at  the.  time  of  purchase.  This  is 
stamped  by  special  agent  at  Detroit  to  purchase  return  ticket. 
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eviews  and  Book  M.otices, 


The  Mkditerranean  Shores  of  America;  Or,  The  Climatic,  Physical, 
and  Meteorological  Conditions  of  Southern  California.  By  P.  C.  Re- 
MONDiNo,  M.I).,  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  of  the 
American  Public  Health  Association,  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of 
California;  Vice-President  of  the  (/alifornia  State  Medical  Society,  and 
of  the  Southern  California  Medical  Society.  Illustrated  with  forty-five 
engravings  and  two  double-page  maps.  In  one  handsome  royal  octavo 
volume  of  170  pages.  Price,  extra  cloth,  $1.*25,  net;  cheaper  edition, 
bound  in  paper,  75  cents,  net.  Philadelphia:  The  F.  A.  Davis  Com- 
pany, Publishers,  1231  Filbert  Street. 

Dr.  Remoudino  very  truly  says  that  **  Southern  California 
climatology  is  quite  a  study;  many  of  its  meteorological  results 
are  eveu  real  puzzles — puzzles  met  with  nowhere  else.  It  has 
many  oddities;  for  instance,  one  of  the  greatest  peculiarities  or 
oddities  of  this  climate  cou.sists  in  the  relative  conditions  exist- 
ing between  the  degrees  of  temperature  and  the  degrees  of  at- 
morpheric  humidity.  It  is  this  atmospheric  condition  that  puzzles 
all  new-comers,  and  that  is  incomprehensible  to  the  average  ob- 
server of  meteorological  conditions  and  their  results." 

This  is,  indeed,  a  very  interesting  book  to  us  on  this  side  of 
the  Rockies,  who  have  heard  so  much  of  the  wonders  of  the 
Pacific  slope,  and  more  especially  of  its  southern  extremity — ^a 
land  of  the  orange,  the  lemon,  and  the  olive,  without  the  terrible 
heat  and  death-dealing  breezes  of  our  gulf  coast  during  the  sum- 
mer solstice.  One  needs  to  take  up  this  book — he  will  not  be 
apt  to  lay  it  down  until  he  gets  to  the  end,  if  he  has  never  heard 
of  the  wonders  of  this  grand  section  of  our  £rreat  country. 

Another  quotation  from  the  author's  preface  is  as  follows: 
**The  book  is  necessarily  an  incomplete  work,  being  only  in- 
tended as  a  short  guide  or  abridged  hand-book.  Of  this  the 
author  is  well  aware;  but  he  has  undertaken,  in  as  condensed  a 
form  as  possible,  to  give  the  seeker  after  a  climate  for  health 
such  information  as  will  be  of  value,  besides  giving  to  the  reader 
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sdYne  general  ideas  on  climatology  in  relation  to  health  and  dis- 
ease not  often  found  in  local  climatic  guide-books.  He  has  also 
endeavored  to  explain  that  much  more  ilepends  on  the  care  and  pru- 
dence of  a  patient  than  is  generally  believed,  and  that  too  much 
should  not  be  left  to  climatic  effects.*' 

Essentials  of  Physics.  (Saunders'  Question  Compends  No.  22.)  Pre- 
pared Especially  fur  Students  of  Medicine.  By  Fbed  J.  Brock  way, 
M.D.,  Assistant  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York.  With  loo  illustrations.  12mo,  pp.  330. 
Price,  cloth,  $1.  W.  B.  Saunders,  Publisher,  913  Walnut  Street,  Phila- 
delphia.    1892. 

The  average  medical  student — and  he  who  has  not  had  a  thor- 
ough collegiate  course,  and  who  likewise  constitutes  by  far  a 
very  large  majority — is  not  usually  very  well  versed  in  the  im- 
portant laws  of  physics  that  have  a  important  bearing  on  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Nor  will  he  after  matricula- 
tion in  a  medical  college,  with  the  arduous  duties  due  to  his  other 
text-books,  devote  the  time  necessary  by  a  study  of  the  larger 
works  on  this  important' subject.  Here  he  will  find  in  condensed, 
practical,  and  instructive  form  many  important  ideas  that  will 
be  of  no  little  value  to  him. 

A  Practical  Manual  of  the  Disease  of  the  Skin.  By  Georcje  H. 
RoHE,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica, Therapeutics,  and  Hygiene, 
and  formerly  Professor  of  Dermatolopjy  in  the  ('ollege  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Baltimore,  etc.  Assisted  by  J.  W.  Lord,  A.M.,  M.D..  Lec- 
turer on  Dermatology  and  Bandaging  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons;  Assistant  Physician  to  the  Skin  Department  in  the  Dispensary 
of  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital.  No,  13  in  the  PhyHtciuiui^  and  StudenU<^ 
Ready-Reference  Series.  In  one  neat  12mo  volume,  303  pages.  Extra 
cloth,  price,  $1,25  net.  Philadelphia:  The  F.  A.  Davis  Co.,  Publishers, 
1231  Filbert  Sreett. 

Dr.  Rohe  has  already,  he  being  by  no  means  far  on  the  way 
to  hoary  old  age,. or  ** the  lean  and  slipperd  pantaloon,''  in  ad- 
dition to  his  attainments  in  other  fields,  established  quite  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  dermatologist. 

Dr.  J.  Williams  Lord  is  also  well  known  in  the  same  fiel  d,  a 
recognised  teacher  and  an  authority. 

As  showing  the  scope  of  this  little  work,  which  we  heartily 
commend,  we  quote  the  following  from  the  modest  preface  : 

**In  this  book  no  attempt  is  made  to  add  one  more  to  the 
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already  numerous  works  for  the  dermatological  specalist.  Hence, 
little  space  is  given  to  theoretical  speculations  upon  pathology 
and  etiology.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  medical  student 
and  practitioner  will  find,  in  the  following  pages,  %ome  return  in 
practical  value  for  the  time  spent  in  their  perusal,*' 

pRACTirAL  Midwifery:  A  Hand-book  of  TreatmentT.  By  Edward  Rey- 
nolds, M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  American  Gynecological  Society,  of  the 
Obstetrical  Society  of  Boston,  etc.;  Assistant  in  Obstetrics  in  Harvard 
University ;  Physician  to  the  Out-patients  of  the  Boston  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital, etc.  8mo.,  cloth,  pp.  421,  with  121  illustrations.  Wm.  Wood  A 
Co.,  56 and  58  Lafayette  Vlace,  New  York.     1892. 

A  very  excellent  little  work  on  midwifery,  eminently  practical, 
correct,  and  lucid  in  its  statements.  While  not  so  large  or  ex- 
pensive as  the  more  bulky  tomes  of  Lusk,  Parvin,  I^layfair,  and 
other  recent  writers — the  difference  in  size  being  largely  due  to 
small ness  of  type,  which  we  consider  an  error — it  contains  a  val- 
uable mass  of  important  facts,  including  all  the  most  recent 
developments  in  this  branch  of  medicine,  that  will  cause  it  to  be 
appreciated  by  all  who  investigate  its  pages. 

Long-spun  theories  are  eschewed,  and  the  author  states  his 
own  views  in  an  apparent  dogmatic  manner,  but  this  is  perhaps 
more  instructive  than  if  he  were  to  give  in  a  more  extended  and 
voluminous  way  the  methods  of  many  writers.  Take  it  all  in 
all,  it  is  a  very  good  work  and  reliable. 

First  Lines  in  Midwifewy.  A  Guide  to  Attendance  on  Natural  Labor 
for  Students  and  Midwives.  By  G.  Ernest  Herman,  M.D.  (London), 
F.R.C.P.;  Obstetric  Physician  to  the  London  Hospital  and  Lecturer  on 
Midwifery ;  Physician  to  the  General  Lying-in  Hospititl,  etc.  With 
forty  illustrations.  12mo,  pp.  191.  Philadelphia:  Lea  Brothers  &  Co., 
Publishers. 

A  very  excellent  little  primer  for  the  uses  intended,  and  con- 
tains a  valuable  fund  of  elementary  information  that  will  prove 
of  no  little  assistance  to  the  neophite  in  midwifery  practice — 
especially  if  he  has  not  time  or  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  more 
comprehensive  text-books. 
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IMPOTENCE  IN  THE  MALE.* 


BY  W.  FRANK  GLENN,  M.D.,  OF  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 


By  impotence  we  mean  the  inability  to  properly  and  naturally 
perform  the  act  of  sexual  intercourse.  The  term  has  a  very 
different  meaning  from  sterility,  though  the  two  words  are  too 
often  used  as  though  they  were  synonymous. 

By  sterility  is  meant  the  inability  to  propagate  the  species, 
often  having  no  relationship  to  the  power  of  properly  completing 
the  sexual  act.  A  man  may,  therefore,  be  impotent  and  not 
sterile,  or  he  may  be  sterile  and  not  impotent.     Impotence,,  or 


*Read  at  thefifty-uinth  annual  meeting  of  the  Tennesaee  State  Medical 
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an  inability  to  properly  and  naturally  consummate  the  sexiuil 
act,  can  he  due  to  any  of  the  following  conditions: 

1.  A  partial  or  complete  loss  of  the  power  of  erection. 

2.  An  absence  of  the  natural  sexual  desire. 

3.  A  want  of  both  desire  and  the  power  of  erection. 

4.  To  some  natural  deformity  of  the  genital  organs,  while  both 
the  natui^al  desire  and  erectile  power  may  be  present. 

In  this  paper,  however,  I  shall  only  deal  with  the  disease  as 
existing  from  one  of  the  first  three  causes.  That  is  to  say,  that 
anatomically  the  sexual  apparatus  is  normal,  but  the  impotence 
is  due  either  to  impaired  erection,  impaired  desire,  or  impair- 
ment or  absence  of  both.  In  other  words,  the  subject-matter  of 
tliis  article  will  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  those  cases 
which  were  endowed  originally  by  nature  with  a  natural  anatom- 
ical and  physiological  sexual  apparatus,  but  which  has  become, 
tJirough  some  cause,  physiologically  imperfect.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  some  of  the  peculiar  varieties  and  formp  of  impotence. 

I  recall  the  case  of  a  gentleman  at  the  age  of  twenty-five 
whose  erections  were  perfect  and  existed  upon  the  slightest  sexual 
excitement,  who  had  a  considerable  desire  when  alone  and  in- 
dulging in  lascivious  thoughts,  yet  in  his  attempts  at  sexual  in- 
tercourse he  could  never  produce  even  an  approach  to  the  pleas- 
ures of  copulation.  The  erection  was  always  perfect,  and  he 
could  go  through  with  the  act  as  many  times  as  he  pleased,  yet 
there  was  at  the  time  very  little,  if  any,  desire  and  never  an 
orgasm  or  emission. 

In  another  there  were  present  both  an  active  desire  and  good 
erections,  and  during  the  act  of  sexual  intercourse,  which  started 
off  perfectly  natural  and  seemed  to  be  approaching  naturally 
that  blissful  termination,  yet  the  much  desired  climax  would 
never  be  realized.  Continue  the  effort  as  long  as  he  would,  the 
end  was  never  reached,  until  finally,  exhausted,  disgusted,  and 
discouraged,  he  would  have  to  cease. 

In  another  case,  a  man  of  thirty-seven,  possessed  all  the  nat- 
ural power  of  erection,  also  an  active  desire,  and  while  he  could 
perform  the  sexual  act  with  a  considerable  degree  of  satisfaction, 
yet  there  was  never  a  drop  of  semen  or  other  fluid  discharged, 
consequently  not  the  complete  satisfaction  that  might  otherwise 
have  been. 
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Many  very  interesting  cases  have  been  reported  of  impotence 
from  the  inability  to  keep  the  mind  concentrated  during  the  act 
of  sexual  congress. 

A  case  is  reported  of  a  mathematician  whose  mind  was  con- 
stantly engaged  in  difficult  and  tedious  calculations.  His  erec- 
tion and  desire  were  perfectly  normal,  yet  when  in  the  midst  of 
the  sexual  act,  just  at  the  moment  when  the  orgasm  was  approach- 
ing, his  mind  would  instantly  be  directed  to  some  mathematical 
problem  upon  which  he  had  been  engaged  during  the  day,  and 
immediately  all  sexual  desire  be  extinguished  and  the  act  never 
completed. 

Again,  there  are  many  cases  of  impotence  dependent  imme- 
diately and  solely  upon  psychological  influences. 

In  order  that  the  sexual  act  may  be  accomplished,  not  only  an 
acute  desire  and  a  good  erection  must  be  present,  but  a  perfect 
confidence  in  one's  ability  to  accomplish  the  result.  If,  from 
any  circumstances,  a  man  has  once  partially  or  completely  failed, 
and  upon  that  fact  he  builds  a  fear  of  his  capability  at  a  future 
time,  he  will  almost  certainly  fail.  In  such  cases  the  entire 
cause  of  the  impotence  is  in  the  mind,  and  in  no  degree  in  the 
sexual  apparatus.  The  vast  majority  of  cases  which  present 
themselves  to  the  medical  man  for  treatment  are  those  who  have 
been  sexually  normal,  but  who  have  now  lost,  partially  or  com- 
pletely, the  power  of  erection  or  the  sexual  desire. 

We  naturally  turn  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  these  conditions. 

First  and  foremost  amongst  the  causes  of  any  and  all  forms  of 
impotence,  in  my  opinion,  stands  sexual  abuse  before  the  age  of 
maturity — ^just  at  that  period  when  the  utmost  power  of  nature 
is  at  work  changing  the  being  from  a  boy  to  a  man,  when  she 
requires,  yes,  demands,  all  the  concentrated  strength  and  energy 
of  the  entire  system  to  aid  her  in  this  important  work.  If  the 
sexual  organs  were  carefully  shielded  from  all  undue  excitation 
and  no  seminal  losses  permitted  until  after  the  twenty-first  year, 
there  would  be  few,  if  any,  cases  of  impotence,  and  a  far  less 
number  of  nervous  and  mental  derangements.  While  sexual 
excesses  in  the  adult  do  frequently  bring  on  impotence,  yet  the 
evil  result  is  not  so  sure  and  is  far  easier  remedied  than  when 
the  organs  have  been  impaired  by  excessive  masturbation  pre- 
vious to  maturity. 
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The  fact  that  voluptuous  sensations  and  sexual  pleasure  can 
be  excited  in  infants  who  are  yet  in  their  nurse's  arms  is  well 
known  to  physicians,  and  the  evil  effects  resulting  from  undue 
excitation  of  these  organs  at  any  age  before  maturity,  not  alone 
to  the  sexual,  but  to  the  general  good  condition  of  both  mind 
and  body,  calls  upon  the  physician  to  guard  more  zealously  the 
sexual  condition  of  the  youth  of  the  land,  thereby  preventing 
numerous  physical  sufferings  and  many  heinous  crimes. 

Masturbation  has  been  so  common  amongst  the  male  youth 
that  scarcely  a  man  of  the  present  day  can  truthfully  say  that 
he  has  never  masturbated,  and  generally  to  a  great  excess.  And 
while  in  many  cases  its  horrible  effect  in  wrecking  completely 
both  mind  and  body  is  not  the  result,  my  opinion  is  that  its  evil 
influence,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  pervades  the  entire  human 
family^  I  regard  the  sexual  functions  as  the  main-spring  of 
man's  physical  and  mental  oi:ganization ;  and  while  the  early 
abuse  of  these  functions  may  not  stamp  his  system  with  the  ex- 
treme penalty,  yet  its  influence  is  felt  in  after-life,  perhaps  not 
in  the  sexual  apparatus  to  a  marked  degree,  but  in  other  portions 
of  the  system,  and  the  foundation  is  laid  for  serious  diseases, 
gradual  and  premature  weakening  of  both  physical  and  mental 
faculties,  which  otherwise  would  be  unknown. 

A  natural  man  should  be  in  the  prime  of  his  life  at  the  age  of 
fifty,  capable  of  putting  fortl^  his  greatest  physical  and  mental 
efforts,  and  capable  of  performing  the  sexual,  act  witlu  as  much 
ardor  and  perfection  as  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Yet,  alas! 
how  seldom  is  this  the  case.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  the 
physicians  of  the  world  to  recognize  the  enormity  of  the  injury 
done  by  masturbation,  and  set  to  work  to  educate  the  male  youth 
so  that  they  would  avoid  early  abuse  of  the  sexual  functions 
with  the  same  care  that  they  would  a  murder  or  a  theft. 

Under  the  old  and  truthful  maxim  that  prevention  is  worth 
more  than  cure,  let  us  educate  the  fathers  fully  on  the  subject  of 
sexual  abuse  in  youth,  and  let  them  warn  their  boys  early  as  to 
the  dangers,  just  as  they  would  seek  to  shield  them  from  other 
dangerous  habits.  It  is  comparatively  an  easy  matter  to  keep  a 
boy  from  beginning  self-abuse,  but  few  minds  have  the  strength 
to  resist  it  after  they  have  once  begun. 

The  current  idea  that  boys  cannot  resist  the  impulse,  and  there- 
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fore  must  have  an  emission  one  way  or  another,  is  untrue  and 
extremely  pernicious.  Males  are  no  more  passionate  than  females, 
their  impulses  are  no  stronger,  and  their  passions  no  harder  to 
control.  Boys  should  be  raised,  therefore,  as  pure  sexually  as 
girls.  Yet  how  few  are !  How  many  of  the  female  sex  never 
know  or  understand  the  pleasure  of  sexual  congress  until  after 
they  are  fully  grown  and  married,  and  how  many  of  the  male 
sex  are  weakened  and  exhausted  before  reaching  the  age  of 
maturity ! 

I  believe  the  most  effective  preventive  to  the  curse  of  preva- 
lent self-abuse  amongst  the  male  youth  of  our  land  would  be 
thorough  circumcision  at  the  time  of  birth.     We  by  this  simple 
operation  deprive  the  boy  of  that  redundant  prepuce  with  which 
he  titillates  the  glans  penis  in  masturbation.     We  also  by  remov- 
ing the  glans  cause  its  epithelial  coat  to  thicken  and  become  dry, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  in  a  state  of  moisture  and  heat,  and  un- 
natural   sensitiveness.      When   the  glans  is  covered  by  a  long 
prepuce,  it  is  kept  in  a  state  of  hyperaesthesia  from  the  moment 
puberty  approaches  until  the  boy  is  fully  grown.     His  desire  be- 
ing too  great,  it  is  harder  for  him  to  resist  the  inclination  to 
satisfy  it.     Years  ago,  when  Moses  was  giving  laws  to  the  chosen 
people  of  God,  he  gave  them  laws  for  their  development  as  a 
physical  race  as  well  as  for  their  spiritual  welfare.     Foreseeing, 
therefore,  the  dangers  of  deterioration  through  early  sexual  abuse, 
he  enjoined  upon  them  the  operation  of  circumcision.     I  would, 
therefore,  urge  upon  the  obstetrician  to  teach  the  people  that  it 
was  a  part  of  his  professional  duty  to  remove  the  prepuce  as  soon 
as  he  had  tied  the  umbilical  cord,  and  before  he  hands  the  new- 
born babe  to  the  nurse.     This  simple  procedure,  in  addition  to  a 
thorough  education  of  the  young  mind  as  to  the  evil  consequences 
following  early  abuse  of   the  sexual  functions,  would  rid  the 
world  of  many  diseases,  and  make  a  far  better  race  of  men. 

Compare  the  small  number  of  cases  of  impotence  in  the  female 
with  the  great  number  in  the  male,  and  we  can  fully  appreciate 
the  influence  of  early  sexual  excitation. 

An  important  question  that  presents  itself  is:  What  can  we  do 
for  the  relief  of  those  cases  of  partial  or  complete  impotence 
which  come  to  us  for  treatment?  I  will  say,  in  beginning  this 
portion  of  our  subject,  that  there  is  no  ailment  which  we  meet 
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that  gives  us  as  little  promise  of  a  complete  restoration  to  healtb 
as  impotence. 

In  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  where  the  sexual  apparatus  is 
once  impaired  it  remains  so  throughout  life.  While  this  is  true, 
in  a  great  many  casea,  where  the  injury  is  only  partial,  very 
great  relief  can  often  be  given  and  sumetiraeB  an  ultimate  cure 
accomplished.  Where  the  desire  is  perfectly  normal  and  impo- 
tence consists  only  of  partial  loss  of  the  power  of  erection,  the 
prognosis  is  always  favorable;  but  where  there  is  a  complete  loss 
of  both  erection  and  desire,  there  is  little  hope  of  accomplishing 
any  good. 

In  many  cases  the  impotence  is  dependent  upon  some  local 
lesion,  and  when  such  cause  can  be  discovered  and  removed  the 
disorder  disappears  rapidly.  I  have  known  cases  to  be  caused 
from  contracted  prepuce,  urethral  stricture,  prostatic  enlarge- 
ment, and  bypenesthesia  of  the  prostatic  urethra.  After  the 
local  lesion  was  removed,  the  impotence  rapidly  disappeared. 

When  a  patient  presents  himself  having  no  complaiut  except 

insufficient  erections,  I  first  examine  the  genital  organs  carefully. 

Finding  no  local  cause  for  his  trouble,  tirst  of  all  he  should  be 

cautioned  to  abstain  from  any  attempt  at  sexual  intercourse  for 

several  weeks-     Second,  be  should  abandon  for  a  time  the  society 

'  '      '  '  prostitutes,  and  spend  a  great  deal  of  time 

efined,  virtuous  ladies.    He  should  eat  regu- 

ritiouB  diet;  be  should  retire  early  and  rise 

ponge  bath  every  morning,  rubbing  briskly 

le  spine  with  a  stiff  brush  or  rough  towel. 

likely  to  improve  erections  are  nux  vomica 

le,  chloride  of  gold,  aud  daraiana.     Of  all 

1  better  results  from  a  first-class  article  of 

'  all  of  the  balance.     The  fluid  extract  should 

g  in  teaspoonful  doses  three  tiroes  daily  and 

;  until  the  desired  effect  is  produced,  even  if 

ivo  tablespoonsful  at  a  dose.     Where  a  good 

^e  never  seen  this  remedy  fail.    As  an  auzil- 

of  galvanic  electricity  may  be  used  two  or 

one  pole  (the  positive)  being  placed  over  the 

the  rectum,  the  other  (the  negative)  in  the 

[leans  of  an  insulated  bulb  electrode.     This 
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plan  of  treatment,  if  persisted  in  for  a  few  months,  will  usually 
be  successful. 

In  those  cases  where  there  is  partial  or  complete  inability  to 
produce  erection,  coupled  with  a  partial  or  complete  loss  of  sexual 
desire,  the  hygienic  injunctions  must  be  the  same  as  those  first 
referred  to;  also  the  medical,  except  that  phosphoi:us  must  be 
introduced  into  the  system.  There  is  perhaps  no  better  method 
of  introducing  this  element  than  by  the  phosphide  of  zinc.  I 
should,  therefore,  combine  phosphide  of  zinc,  damiana,  arsenious 
acid,  and  cocaine  as  an  internal  medicament.  I  should  use  elec- 
tricity in  the  same  manner  as  before  described,  and  should  also 
insert  a  full-sized  bougie  (cold)  every  forty-eight  hours,  allowing 
it  to  remain  in  position  from  three  to  ten  minutes. 

In  either  form  of  impotence,  if  the  patient  is  suffering  from 
nocturnal  emissions,  he  should  be  kept  under  the  influence  of 
some  of  the  bromides  until  the  tendency  to  emissions  has  sub- 
sided. He  should  then  be  put  upon  the  treatment  I  have  just 
outlined. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  when  the  male  portion  of  hu- 
manity realize  their  true  mission  on  earth,  learn  to  live  a  life  of 
continence  until  they  are  fully  grown,  then  will  many  diseases 
and  crimes  vanish  from  the  world;  then  will  there  be  many 
Apolles  Belvidere  physically  and  many  Solomons  mentally;  then 
will  the  millennium,  indeed,  come,  and  man  will  fully  realize 
and  truly  feel  that  he  is  but  a  little  lower  than  the  angels. 


New  Use  for  Aristol.  —  Dr.  James  J.  Levick  {Medical 
News)  reports  a  new  use  for  aristol.  In  a  case  of  poisoning  of 
the  hands  from  rhus  toxicodendron — ^poison  oak — recently  under 
his  care,  which  had  reached  the  vesicular  stage  and  was  attended 
with  much  swelling  and  burning,  the  happiest  results  promptly 
followed  free  dusting  of  the  powder  of  aristol  on  the  affected 
parts.  The  change  was  almost  magical,  so  sudden  and  so  prompt 
was  the  relief  afforded.  He  asks:  Might  not  this  powder,  ap- 
plied in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease,  do  much  toward  prevent- 
ing the  ulceration  and  pitting  of  variola? — Ex, 
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RECENT   EXPERIENCES  WITH   PUERPERAL   SEPTI- 

C^MIA,  WITH  REMARKS  * 


BY   W.    D.    HAGGARD,    M.D., 

Professor  of  Gynecology  in  the  Medi/ial  Department  of  the  University  of 

Tennessee. 


The  following  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia  occurred  in  my 
practice  recently: 

Cane  I, — ^Mrs.  S.,  aet.  39,  was  delivered  on  the  9th  of  January 

of  her  seventh  child  by  a  midwife.  On  the  12th  and  13th,  sha 
had  chilly  sensations,  followed  by  fever;  on  the  14th  she  had  a 
decided  chill,  at  which  time  Dr.  Jordan  was  called.  He  admin- 
istered calomel,  quinine,  and  opium,  which  acted  well.  On  the 
15th,  I  was  called  in  consultation.  We  now  recognized  puer- 
peral septicaemia,  which  had  been  very  insidious  in  its  approach. 
Her  bowels  had  been  moved  by  the  mercurial,  and  she  had  an 
anxious,  distressed  countenance;  skin  of  a  yellowish  hue^  face 
swollen;  tongue  heavily  coated;  breathing  oppressed;  bowels 
were  tympanitic  and  tender  over  the  uterus;  pulse  130;  temper- 
ature 104°;  lochia  scant  and  very  offensive;  highly  -  colored 
urine;  had  slept  but  little  in  forty-eight  hours.  The  uterus  was 
flushed  with  very  hot  water  and  irrigated  with  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury, 1  to  3,000.  She  was  ordered  a  tablespoonful  of  whisky 
every  hour,  sulphate  of  quinine,  5  grains,  every  four  hours,  and 
the  irrigation  was  repeated  at  a  corresponding  interval. 

On  the  16th,  Dr.  Richard  Douglas  was  added  to  the  consulta- 
tion. It  was  decided  to  curette,  which  was  done,  but  failed  to 
bring  away  any  placental  tissue  or  blood-clots  which  we  feared 
might  have  been  retained.  A  five-per-cent.  solution  of  creoline 
was  substituted  for  the  bichloride,  and  used  every  four  hours  for 
the  next  week.     Quinine  was  continued.     Diet  consisted  of  milk 

*Read  at  the  fift7-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical 
Society,  at  Knoxville. 
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and  eggs.     Her  secretions  were  looked  after  and  bowels  kept 
open.     She  convalesced  slowly,  but  finally  recovered. 

Case  II. — ^Mrs.  W.,  priraipara,  set.  26,  was  delivered  with 
forceps,  having  been  in  labor  thirty  hours.  There  was  nothing 
abnormal  in  either  the  labor  or  delivery,  except  a  general  atonic 
condition.  The  womb  did  not  contract  well,  but  there  was  no 
hemorrhage.  She  showed  marked  debility  from  the  first.  At 
6  P.M.  her  pulse  was  feeble,  and  registered  120;  temperature 
101°.  For  the  next  week  her  pulse  and  temperature  vaccillated 
greatly,  the  former  ranging  from  100  to  130,  while  the  latter 
ranged  from  100°  to  104°,  both  declining  after  each  irrigation. 
Creoline  replaced  the  bichloride.  The  second  week  marked  some 
little  improvement  in  ^ler  general  condition,  although  the  uterus 
was  tender  and  imparted  a  boggy  feel.  This  inclined  me  to  think 
that  the  condition  was  becoming  localized  in  the  walls  of  the 
uterus.  I  contemplated  abdominal  section,  but  was  deterred  by 
her  apparent  improvement. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  after  confinement  she  had  a  severe  chill, 
lasting  two  hours,  after  which  phlegmasia  dolens  was  marked. 
My  friend,  Dr.  James  B.  Stephens,  was  called  in  consultation 
immediately  after  the  chill,  and  kindly  assisted  me  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  case.  She  died  on  the  seventeenth  day,  her  condi- 
tion  never  justifying  an  operation  after  the  chill. 

Where  did  this  woman  get  puerperal  septiciemia? 

During  the  progress  of  the  former  case,  I  had  seldom  had  such 
a  run  of  obstetric  engagements,  having  attended  cases  on  the 
17th,  20th,  22nd,  and  30th,  respectively.  On  the  night  of  the 
31st,  I  delivered  a  lady  at  12  o'clock,  and  went  immediately  to 
the  case  just  reported,  w^hich  terminated  at  4  a.m.,  February 
Ist.     Was  this  case  one  of  heterogenetic  origin?     I  think  not. 

1.  Because  it  developed  too  soon  after  delivery,  within  twelve 
hours. 

2.  It  seems  improbable  that  I  should  infect  her  without  infect- 
ing the  woman  delivered  four  hours  previously. 

3.  The  same  methods  were  employed  in  both  cases. 

4.  None  of  the  intermediate  cases  were  infected. 

Hence,  I  conclude  that  the  latter  case  had  some  localized  focus 
of  infection  existing  prior  to  delivery  which  culminated  in  an 
explosion  during  parturient  effort. 
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togenetic  infection  a  myth;  but  the  latter  case 
J  closely.  The  first  case  was  in  excelleut  health 
I'ery ,  while  the  second  had  albuminuria, 
rauced  thinkers  believe  that  the  disease  depends 
uction  from  without  of  germs  of  any  of  the  spe- 
vhich  come  under  the  generic  term  of  micro- 
ection  occurs  generally  during  the  act  of  partu- 
rried  into  the  genitalia  by  neglect  of  the  aseptic 
■er  introduced,  the  germs  find  in  the  lochial  dis- 
;  possible  medium  for  their  multiplicatinn  and 
The  great  bacterial  activity  which  speedily  fol- 
juction  gives  rise  to  putrefactive  changes  which 
mnation  of  pathogenic  alkaloids,  known  aa  pto- 
omaines,  which  are  supposed  to  produce  the  tnxic 
ptoms  of  which  are  observed  at  the  bedside  of 
erperal  septictemia.  This  class  of  cases  are  said 
ttic  in  their  origin. 

ims  often  gain  admission  to  the  genital  tract  after 
lUgh  gonorrhceal  infection,  which  result  in  intra- 
ition  and  tnbo-ovariau  diseases  that  furnish  the 
th  much  of  his  pelvic  surgery.  Exceptiooally 
these  milder  forms  of  tubo-ovariau  trouble  con- 
progresses  normally,  labor  sets  in  handicapped 
of  a  focus  of  infective  material,  pocketed,  walled 
ucts  of  previous  inflammation.  The  parturient 
ipture,  or  in  the  escape  of  pus  reeking  with  bac- 
y  or  may  not  eater  the  uterine  cavity, 
uns  access  to  the  womb  or  not,  the  peculiar  blood 
man,  the  wonderful  activities  of  her  entire  or- 
at  susceptibilities  of  her  nature  to  the  influence 
ion  at  this  juncture,  renders  her  system  doubly 
vasion  of  disease-producing  germs.  Practically 
brougb  what  avenue  infection  comes,  it  finds  the 
n  in  a  peculiarly  receptive  condition. 
Ated  by  the  presence  of  pus  either  in  the  tube  or 
existed  prior  to  the  onset  of  labor  and  rupture 
urient  effort,  constitute  the  nearest  approach  we 
'ection. 
ction  is,  in  all  cases  requiring  the  introduction  of 
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hand  or  instrument  into  the  cavitj  of  the  uterus,  to  use  an  in- 
jection of  mercuric  bichloride,  1  to  3,000.     When  labor  is  per- 
fectly normal,  I  leave  the  uterus  to  take  care  of  itself.     I  visit 
my  cases  every  day  for  five  days  after  delivery.     If  no  evidences 
of  septic  trouble  manifest  themselves  by  that  time,  I  consider  my 
patient  safe.     If,  however,  she  should  have  a  rigor  or  slight  chill, 
which  usually  occurs  about  the  third  or  fourth  day,  with  tender- 
ness outlined  by  the  uterus  and  broad  ligament,  offensive  lochia, 
and  a  rise  of  temperature,  I  institute  heroic  measures  at  once. 
The  uterine  cavity  is  douched  with  conveniently-warm  sterilized 
water,  followed  by  sublimate  irrigation.     This  is  best  accom- 
plished by  the  introduction  of  a  large  glass  tube  or  hard-rubber 
nozzle  attached  to  a  fountain  syringe.     I  ignore  the  generally 
accepted  danger   of  using  uterine  irrigation  except  through   a 
double-current  catheter.     The  danger  is  more  theoretical  than 
real.     The  os  is  usually  patulous,  and  the  water  escapes  freely. 
The  irrigation  should  be  done  with  the  same  scrupulous  care  as 
other  surgical  work,  and  should  be  entrusted  to  no  other  hands 
than  those  of  the  physician  himself.     The  patient  should  be 
placed  across  the  bed  in  Sims's  position,  with  her  hips  resting 
upon  Kelly's  pad  to  protect  her  person  and  clothing.     The  peri- 
neum should  be  retraccted  with  Sims's  speculum  to  facilitate  the 
easy  introduction  of  the  nozzle  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.    If, 
after  the  first  irrigation,  the  temperature  does  not  rapidly  subside, 
the  curette  should  be  used  at  once,  fearing  that  blood-clots  or 
adherent  placental  tissue,  constituting  a  stinking  mass  of  debris, 
may  have  been  retained.     In  future  I  shall  pack  the  uterine 
cavity  with  iodoform  gauze  after  each  irrigation,  after  the  method 
of-my  friend.  Dr.  William  H.  Polk,  in  treating  endometritis. 
This  should  be  repeated  every  f6ur  hours  until  the  danger  of 
systemic  intoxication  has  passed.     The  mercuric  solution  should 
not  be  used  sufficiently  long  to  endanger  its  constitutional  effect. 
If  it  is  imminent,  a  2  to  5  per  cent,  solution  of  creoline  is  an 
admirable  substitute. 

The  patient  should  be  sustained  from  the  beginning  with  pure 
whisky,  combined  or  not  with  milk  and  eggs.  Quinine  should 
also  enter  into  our  therapeutical  endeavor,  as  the  disease,  as  was 
pointed  out  many  years  ago  by  Dr.  Fordyce  Barker,  is  frequently 
associated  with  malaria.     It  should  be  used,  also,  for  its  antipy- 
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retic  effect,  and  its  action  on  the  vascular  and  nervous  system. 
The  new  antipyretics  should  be  tabooed  on  account  of  their  de- 
pressing action. 

I  regard  the  treatment  of  puerperal  septictemia  as  mainly  sur- 
gical and  best  met  by  fulfilling  the  following  indications:  1.  Irri- 
gation; 2.  Curetting;  3.  Drainage;  4.  Abdominal  section. 

There  are  cases  coming  up  occasionally  which  resist  all  of  our 
therapeutic  measures,  and  yet  may  yield  to  abdominal  section. 
In  these  cases  the  disease  has  passed  beyond  the  domain  of  the 
uterine  cavity;  the  septic  matter  has  become  localized  in  the 
walls  of  the  uterus,  in  the  tubes  or  ovaries,  or  has  invaded  the 
peritoneal  cavity.  Any  of  these  conditions  may  become  of  suf- 
ficient gravity  to  jeopardize  the  life  of  the  patient.  Such  cases 
demand  section.  It  is  not  possible  for  us  always  to  anticipate 
the  pathological  conditions  in  a  given  case,  but  section  enables 
the  operator  to  deal  with  them  as  he  finds  them. 

I  remember  seeing  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  Lapthorn  Smith,  of 
Montreal  (^Ainer.  Jour,  of  Obstet.  and  Dis,  of  Women,  January, 
1892),  in  which  he  amputated  the  uterus,  and  saved  his  patient's 
life.  I  feel  confident  that  this  method  of  dealing  with  appa- 
rently hopeless  cases  has  a  field,  though  a  limited  one,  and  will 
save  many  women  who  are  doomed  without  il.  To  be  effectual, 
it  must  not  be  too  long  delayed. 

I  frequently  meet  with  good  practitioners  who  have  a  super- 
stitious dread  of  uterine  irrigation,  who  are  indifferent  to  aseptic 
methods,  and  chary  of  antiseptic  methods.  To  all  such  I  would 
say,  there  is  no  half-way  ground.  If  you  believe  in  it,  you 
must  practice  it  religiously.  If  not,  then  go  on  making  prema- 
ture angels  of  your  patients  in  the  future  as  in  the  past. 


Sander  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis  and 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 
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A  COMPOUND  COMMINUTED  FRACTURE  OF  THE 

FRONTAL  BONE. 


BY    W.    H.    PITTMAN,    M.D.,    OF    CHARLESTON,    MO. 


On  March  29th',  I  was  called  forty-five  miles  by  telegram  to 
see  a  large,  healthy  boy,  six  years  old,  who  had  on  the  evening 
of  the  26th  been  kicked  by  a  mule.  I  found  him  perfectly  con- 
scious, pupils  slightly  contracted,  temperature  100°,  and  respira- 
tion good,  with  a  deep  depression  in  the  frontal  bone  directly 
over  the  median  line,  and  extending  across  above  the  superciliary 
ridges.  Over  this  depression  a  large  contused  flap  had  been 
neatly  stitched  above,  and  bloody  water  oozed  out  freely.  I 
consulted  the  physician  who  had  dressed  the  wound  shortly  after 
the  accident,  who  informed  me  that  he  *' calculated  to  let  it  re- 
main as  it  was,  unless  serious  brain  symptoms  should  set  in.'* 
The  boy's  parents  insisted  that  I  should  take  charge  of  the  case, 
and  took  the  evening  train  for  this  place.  The  trip  did  not  ap- 
pear to  weary  him  very  much,  and,  after  taking  some  food,  he 
rested  well  during  the  night  under  the  influence  of  bromides. 
On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  his  temperature  had  gone  up  to 
101.5°,  and  bloody  pus  was  freely  oozing  from  the  wound. 

I  then  chilled  A.  A.  Bondurant,  M.D.,  of  this  city,  in  consul- 
tation; and,  after  considering  the  deep  depresssion,  condition  of 
the  wound,  etc.,  we  concluded  to  raise  the  flap  and  ascertain  the 
extent  of  the  fracture.  By  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Henry  Mc- 
Elmurry,  who  kindly  helped  us,  the  patient  was  put  under  the 
influence  of  ether  and  the  fracture  exposed,  which  was  full  of 
pus,  and  measured  externally  two  inches  in  ,a  transverse  and 
seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in  a  vertical  direction.  Both  plates  of 
the  bone  were  broken  in,  with  the  lower  margin  of  the  fractured 
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bone  resting  on  the  brain  at  an  angle  of  80°,  and  forming  an 
obtuse  angle  with  the  upper  portion  of  the  bone  from  which  i^ 
had  been  broken.  Several  small  pieces  of  bone  were  taken  away 
with  the  forceps  from  the  lower  margin  on  the  right  side,  which 
afforded  room  for  the  elevator.  After  having  introduced  the 
elevator,  we  tried  to  raise  the  main  piece  of  fractured  bone,  but 
failed.  The  elevator  was  then  removed  to  the  upper  margin  on 
the  right  side,  and  by  slight  traction  the  piece  of  bone  easily 
came  away.  I  might  say  here  that  it  measured  one  and  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  in  length  and  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in 
width  externally,  and  on  the  internal  aspect  one  by  one  and 
three -fourths  of  an  inch. 

After  removing  this  large  piece  of  bone,  we  observed  a  large 
black  clot  and  several  smaller  pieces  of  bone,  ranging  from  half 
the  size  of  the  one  mentioned  to  that  of  a  pin's-head,  all  of 
which  were  covered  with  bloody  pus.  After  having  removed 
the  clot  and  bones,  some  of  which  had  been  forced  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  blow  between  the  brain  and  the  cranium — eleven  in 
all — we  washed  out  the  wound,  closed  the  flap  with  silk  suture^, 
leaving  room  for  drainage,  and  dressed  it  antiseptically. 

In  due  time  he  came  nicely  from  under  the  ether  narcosis,  par- 
took of  some  light  diet,  and  by  evening  his  temperature  had 
gone  down  to  100.  During  the  night  he  rested  well,  bowels  and 
kidneys  acted,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  was  resting  nicely, 
with  only  a  temperature  of  100°.  During  the  day  he  drank 
some  soup  and  milk,  but  by  evening  he  had  a  temperature  of 
102°.  During  the  night  he  rested  fairly  well,  took  some  nourish- 
ment, and  his  kidneys  and  bowels  acted;  but,  in  spite  of  all  the 
antipyretics  he  could  bear,  on  the  morning  of  April  1st,  his  tem- 
perature was  103°.  By  10  a.m.  it  went  up  to  104°,  at  which 
time  he  became  delirious,  and  remained  so  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  taking  only  what  was  administered  hypodermically.  By 
evening  his  temperature  had  raised  to  105|°,  and  he  was  still 
delirious,  in  which  condition  he  remained  until  11  a.m.,  April 
2nd,  at  which  time  he  died,  seven  days  and  a  half  after  the  acci- 
dent, and  four  days  after  the  operation. 

Five  Hours  after  death  we  opened  the  wound;  found  the  mem- 
branes highly  inflam.ed,  and  upon  opening  the  cortical  portion  of 
the  brain  in  the  median  line,  a  vast  amount  of  pus  gushed  out 
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from  the  cavity  where  the  brain  tissue  had  been  broken  down. 
While  we  are  not  justifiable  in  interfering  where  only  a  slight 

depression  exists  in  tlie  skulls  of  children  without  brain  symp- 
toms, I  do  believe  that  an  early  operation  in  such  cases  as  the 
above  is  not  only  advisable,  but  imperative. 


^ehctions. 


A  Therapeutic  Note  on  Alopecia  Areata. — In  the  fol- 
lowing note  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  a  single  method  of  treat- 
ment in  alopecia  areata  which  I  have  employed  for  a  number  of 
years  most  satisfactorily,  but  which  does  not  appear  to  be  gen- 
erally known,  although  I  have  casually  mentioned  it  on  several 
occasions. 

The  treatment  to  which  it  is  desired  to  call  attention  is  simply 
the  very  thorough  application  of  pure  carbolic  acid,  or  rather  a 
95  per  cent,  solution  of  the  same,  well  rubbed  into  the  affected 
patches  one  or  more  times,  as  will  be  described.  I  commonly 
employ  a  wooden  toothpick,  with  cotton  twisted  on  the  end, 
making  a  small  swab;  this  is  dipped  in  the  acid,  and  at  first 
brushed  lightly  over  the  affected  area,  which  is  then  afterwards 
well  and  firmly  rubbed  with  the  same  for  some  seconds.  I  gen- 
erally extend  the  application  somewhat  beyond  the  area  actually 
of  hair — that  is,  when  touching  small  separate  spots.  The  ap- 
plication is  a  little  painful  at  first,  but  I  have  never  found  my 
patients  object  to  a  second  application,  when  necessary.  I  sel- 
dom apply  it  to  more  than  two  or  three  square  inches  at  a  sitting, 
even  when  the  disease  is  extensive;  where  there  is  a  large  area 
the  surface  is  treated  in  successive  portions,  at  intervals,  perhaps, 
of  some  days. 

The  effect  of  the  remedy  is,  as  is  well  known,  to  whiten  and 
shrivel  the  skin,  which,  in  a  day  or  two,  becomes  slightly  in- 
flamed, and  within  a  week  or  ten  days  the  epidermic  layer  will 
exfoliate,  leaving  a  reddened  surface  beneath.  Occasionally 
there  will  be  a  little  vesiculation,  but  among  dozens  of  applica- 
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tions  I  have  never  seen  any  thing  which  could  in  any  way  be 
regarded  as  a  slough,  and  never  such  excoriations  as  are  fre- 
quently found  on  other  portions  of  the  body  from  the  accidental 
or  intentional  application  of  strong  carbolic  acid.  In  my  expe- 
rience the  tissue  aflFected  by  alopecia  areata  on  the  scalp,  at  least, 
seems  to  present  a  different  reaction,  as  regards  this  agent,  from 
that  found  in  normal  skin.  In  my  first  employment  of  this 
remedy  I  proceeded  with  great  caution,  but  now  I  rub  vigorously 
with  the  little  swab,  without  having  seen  cause  for  regret.  I 
have  not  used  this  plan  of  treatment  in  alopecia  areata  of  the 
bearded  face  or  other  portions  of  the  body. 

It  is  very  commonly  necessar}'  to  make  more  than  one  applica- 
tion of  the  acid  to  patches  of  alopecia  areata,  and  I  have  gen- 
erally allowed  two  weeks,  sometimes  longer,  to  elapse  before 
treating  again  the  affected  patch;  in  a  number  of  instances  I 
have  made  but  a  single  application,  and  by  the  expiration  of  two 
or  three  weeks  a  fine,  downy  fuzz  could  be  seen,  which  increased 
into  good  hair. 

In  many  of  my  cases  this  plan  of  treatment  has  been  used  in 
conjunction  with  other  local  measures,  and  also  with  internal  and 
dietary  treatment;  but  in  a  number  of  instances  it  has  been  em- 
ployed solely  and  alone  for  the  purpose  of  demonstration.  In 
the  former  there  was  always  a  marked  difference  in  the  growth 
of  hair  where  the  acid  had  been  applied,  and  in  the  latter  I  have 
repeatedly  demonstrated  the  growth  of  hair  in  tracts  to  which  the 
application  had  been  made,  in  contrast  to  those  left  untreated. 

I  have  little  to  add  in  regard  to  the  supposed  modiis  aperandi 
of  the  remedy.  As  is  well  known,  I  am  no  believer  in  the  par- 
asitic ori^^in  of  alopecia  areata,  but  from  observation  and  analy- 
sis of  cases  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  my  belief  in  its  neurotic 
origin.  If  pressed  for  a  theory  I  should  say  that  the  profound 
impression  made  on  the  cutaneous  nerves  of  the  affected  part  by 
so  strong  and  thorough  an  application  of  carbolic  acid.  In  some 
way  restored  normal  innervation  to  the  affected  area,  even  as  we 
know  that  counter-irritation  will  relieve  deep-seated  pain  in  vari- 
ous regions. 

I  recognize  also  that,  in  one  sense,  there  is  nothing  absolutely 
new  in  the  mode  of  treatment  which  I  have  advocated,  for  it  has 
long  been  a  custom  with  many  to  blister  patches  of  alopecia  are- 
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ata,  and  we  have  all  probably  seen  the  hair  re-grow  after  stimu- 
lation thus  produced.  I  would  claim,  however,  thatil^s  a  clean- 
ly, convenient,  and  effective  mode  of  treatment,  and  one  much 
less  troublesome  and  alarming  to  the  patient  than  ordinary  blister- 
ing, and  in  ray  hands  has  proved  far  more  successful  than  any 
of  the  milder  methods  with  which  I  am  familiar. — T.  Duncan 
Bulkley,  A.M.,  M.D.^  in  College  and  Clinieal  Record. 


The  Treatment  op  Pi^NETRATiNo  Gun-shot  Wounds  op 
THE  Abdomen. — This  very  important  subject,  which  was  brought 
so  prominently  before  the  surgical  world  in  1883  and  1884  by 
the  brilliant  operations  of  Kocher,  Bull,  and  Hamilton,  has 
proved  to  have  more  than  a  passing  interest.  The  old  laisMz- 
faire  was  not  given  up  without  a  struggle,  and  even  now  there 
are  some  distinguished  French  surgeons — e.  g.,  Reclus  and  No- 
gu6s — ^who  still  cling  to  it,  and  attempt  to  prove  that  it  gives  the 
better  results.  In  spite  of  their  teachings,  the  French  surgeons 
in  general  are  gradually  adopting  laparotomy,  and  the  American 
method  of  treating  gun-shot  wounds  of  the  abdomen  is  fast  be- 
coming the  accepted  method. 

Since  the  publication  of  my- last  article  upon  the  treatment  of 
the  abdomen,  with  a  report  of  165  cases  treated  by  laparotomy, 
little  has  been  added  to  the  literature  of  the  subject,  although 
the  number  of  cases  has  been  constantly  increasing  and  the  mor- 
tality of  the  operation  constantly  decreasing.  « 

The  statistics  of  Reclus,  as  I  have  already  shown,  cannot 
properly  be  used  as  a  test  of  the  comparative  value  of  the  two 
methods  of  treatment. 

He  has  given  us  88  cases  of  shot  wounds  of  the  abdomen  sup- 
posed to  be  penetrating,  with  a  mortality  of  only  25  per  cent, 
treated  by  the  expectant  plan.  He  would  have  us  believe  that 
out  of  88  cases  of  penetrating  shot  wounds  of  the  abdomen, 
75.7  per  cent,  recovered  under  conservative  treatment. 

If  this  is  true,  it  would  be  folly  for  us  longer  to  advocate  lapa- 
rotomy, and  the  sooner  we  give  up  the  operation  the  better  for 
our  patients.  Yet  we  are  not  as  yet  forced  to  accept  Reclus' 
statistics  as  the  true  estimate  of  the  mortality  of  non-interven- 
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tion,  and  the  majority  of  surgeons  still  look  upon  a  penetrating 
shot  wound  of  the  abdomen  as  a  very  serious  injury,  instead  of 

the  comparatively  insignificant  matter  Reclus  would  have  us  con- 
sider it. 

In  my  previous  paper  I  collected  4,958  cases  of  penetrating 
wounds  of  the  abdomen  treated  expectantly,  with  a  mortality  of 
81  per  cent. 

The  best  surgeons  for  centuries  have  regarded  the  injury  as 
almost  universally  fatal,  and  for  this  reason  deaths  (in  civil  life), 
looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  course,  were  not  reported;  while 
every  recovery,  from  its  very  rarity,  was  published.  The  sur- 
geon (Dr.  Newton,  Charity  Hosp.  Alumni  Assoc,  April,  1892), 
who  has  reported  the  most  recent  case  of  i*ecovery  following 
operation,  in  New  York,  stated  that  he  had  previously  treated 
two  cases  by  non-interference,  and  that  both  had  died.  Neither 
was  reported,  as  the  result  was  regarded  the  natural  one  and  ex- 
cited no  comment.  United  States  Army,  1865-1871,  20  cases 
of  wounds  of  small  intestine.  All  fatal.  Surgeon-general's 
circular.  No.  3.  This  will,  I  think,  both  explain  the  low  mor- 
tality of  Reclus'  tables,  and  at  the  same  time  show  how  unfair 
it  is  to  compare  that  mortality  with  the  mortality  following  the 
operation. 

To  return  to  the  operative  method  of  treatment.  The  tech- 
nique of  the  operation  has  been  already  so  frequently  explained 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  it  in  these  brief  notes.  The  indi- 
cations for  operation  are  still  debatable  ground.  Some  advocate 
postponing  the  operation  for  ''symptoms,"  others  believe  that  if 
the  external  wound  is  in  certain  areas  where  the  ''small  intes- 
tine" is  unlikely  to  be  wounded,  the  operation  can  be  dispensed 
with;  and  still  others  believe  that  if  several  hours  have  passed 
before  the  patient  is  seen,  and  he  is  "doing  well,"  abstention 
should  be  followed. 

A  careful  study  of  174  cases  treated  by  laparotomy  that  I 
have  collected  has  led  me  to  believe  that  all  of  these  restrictions 
upon  the  principle  of  operative  interfence  in  penetrating  gun- 
shot wounds  of  the  abdomen  are  unwise  and  open  to  serious  ob- 
jections. These  objections  I  have  already  dwelt  upon  at  length, 
and  will  merely  refer  to  them  here: 

1.  Many  cases  with  numerous  wounds  of  the  small  intestine 
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arc  absolutely  without  symptoms  until  peritonitis  develops,  and 
the  chances  of  success  from  operation  are  greatly  diminished. 

2.  There  are  no  "areas"  of  safety.  The  idea  that  the  pene- 
trating wound  must  be  a  perforating  wound  in  order  to  be  dan- 
gerous is  a  mistaken  idea,  as  shown  by  an  analysis  of  the  cases. 
Wounds  of  the  small  intestine  are  not,  as  generally  regarded, 
much  more  grave  than  those  of  other  viscera.  In  fifty  cases  that 
were  analyzed  carefully  I  found  wounds  of  the  stomach,  liver, 
colon,  and  small  intestine;  all  showed  the  tame  mortality  in  tin- 
complieated  cases,  viz.,  66 J  per  cent. 

3.  When  the  patient  is  seen  several  hours  after  the  injury, 
and  is  **  doing  well,"  even  then,  I  believe,  it  is  the  safer  plan  to 
enlarge  the  wound,  see  if  it  be  penetrating,  and  if  so,  perform 
abdominal  section.  If  the  patient  is  in  such  good  condition,  the 
simple  exploration  will  add  little  to  the  danger,  and  it  may  dis- 
cover wounds  of  the  viscera  which  might  easily  have  proved 
fatal  without  such  exploration. 

Dr.  Bull's  first  successful  case  is  in  point.  Seventeen  hours 
after  the  injury  his  condition  was  good,  pulse  and  temperature 
normal,  yet  the  operation  showed  seven  perforations  of  the  small 
intestine.  I  have  said  nothing  as  to  the  hydrogen  gas-test.  The 
space  allotted  to  me  is  not  sufficient  to  permit  a  discussion  of  its 
merits  or  defects.  I  will  only  repeat  the  objections  to  it  which 
I  summarized  in  my  paper  a  year  ago,  and  which  have  not  yet 
been  removed: 

1.  It  is  not  an  "infallible"  index  of  the  condition  of  the 
alimentary  canal. 

2.  The  danger  of  producing  infection  of  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

3.  It  shows  nothing  as  to  the  condition  of  other  viscera,  wounds 
of  which  frequently  demand  operative  interference. 

4.  It  prolongs  the  operation,  interferes  with  respiration,  and 
adds  to  the  shock. 

5.  It  greatly  increases  the  liability  of  sutured  wounds  to  give 
way. 

The  same  objections  hold  true  of  air  or  any  other  gas  that  may 
be  substituted  for  hydrogen  gas. 

These  objections  are  not  theoretical  merely.  I  have  collected 
fourteen  cases  where  the  gas  test  has  been  used  (including  Dr. 
Burrell's  case  of  air  insufflation);  of  these  fourteen  cases  eleven 
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died  and  three  recovered.  Of  the  recoveries,  in  only  one  was 
the  alimentary  canal  wounded;  of  the  recoveries,  ten  died  of 
septic  peritonitis. 

Dalton's  experience  shows  both  the  danger  of  relying  upon  it 
when  negative,  and  the  almost  equal  danger  of  distension  and 
extravasation  when  positive.  It  has  not  met  with  favor  in  the 
East,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  generally  adopted. 

Before  closing  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  recent  brilliant 
showing  of  Dr.  Dal  ton «  of  St.  Louis.  In  the  Annals  of  Sur- 
gery for  December,  1891,  he  reported  four  cases  of  shot  wounds 
of  the  abdomen  which  he  treated  by  laparotomy.  They  were 
all  severe  cases  (38  and  44  calibre  bullets),  but  were  operated 
upon  within  the  first  six  hours.  All  should  be  regarded  as  re- 
coveries. One  case  had  been  doing  perfectly  well  for  five  days 
after  the  operation,  when  he  fell  from  a  high  bed  to  the  floor, 
striking  upon  his  abdomen.  His  temperature  in  a  few  hours 
rose  to  104^,  and  his  death  followed  twenty -four  hours  later. 
The  autopsy  showed  that  one  of  the  sutured  wounds  of  the 
stomach  had  been  ruptured  by  the  fall.  This  series  of  cases  is 
the  best  that  has  yet  been  reported. 

The  last  nine  cases  that  I  have  collected  show  five  recoveries 
and  four  deaths. 

Of  the  total  174  cases,  115  died  and  59  recovered,  giving  a 
mortality  of  66  per  cent. 

Laparotomy  was  performed  in  nine  cases  in  which  no  viscera 
were  injured;  of  these  cases  six  made  prompt  recoveries,  while 
in  two  of  the  fatal  cases  the  operation  was  delayed  until  the 
fourth  and  sixth  days,  and  then  performed  for  purulent  perito- 
nitis. 

Coneltmona, — Given  a  shot  wound  of  the  abdomen,  the  indi- 
cations are: 

1 .  Exploratory  incision  in  the  region  of  the  wound  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  it  be  penetrating. 

2.  If  penetrating,  median  laparotomy  cm  soon  as  possible  after 
the  injury  (unless  contraindicated  by  severe  shock). 

3.  Signs  of  peritonitis,  just  beginning  or  well  developed,  while 
dsminishing  the  chances  of  success,  are  by  no  means  a  contra- 
indication for  operative  interference. —  W.  B.  Coley,  M.D.,  in 
Epitome  of  Medieine. 
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The  Treatment  of  Croupous  Pneumonia  in  Children. — 
B.  H.  Dessau  (Arch,  of  PcediatricSy  September,  1891)  says  the 
main  danger  to  life  in  croupous  pneumonia  arises  from  the  cir- 
culation; hence,  the  physician's  chief  efforts  should  be  directed 
to  correcting  this  mechanism.  Other  influences,  such  as  the 
effects  of  the  disease  poison,  should  also  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. A  pulse  of  160,  with  temperature  of  104®  to  105°  F.  at 
the  onset,  indicates  that  the  disease  is  of  a  serious  character, 
but  this  alone  does  not  always  indicate  an  unfavorable  termina- 
tion. High  temperature  may,  however,  lead  to  convulsions  in 
children,  and  antipyrin  may  thus  be  sometimes  found  of  great 
service.  Apathy,  with  inability  to  hold  up  the  head  in  the  early 
stages,  is  of  unfavorable  significance.  The  amount  of  albumen 
in  the  urine  has  also  a  definite  relation  to  the  mortality.  The 
extent  of  lung  tissue  involved  may  bear  no  relation  to  the  dan- 
ger of  heart  failure,  but  when  both  lungs  are  involved  few  cases 
recover.  A  natural  termination  begins  suddenly  with  profuse 
perspiration,  caused  by  sudden  return  of  blood  to  the  cutaneous 
vessels;  the  indication  seems,  therefore,  to  be  for  diaphoretics, 
such  as  nitrites,  Dover's  powder,  etc.  In  more  serious  cases  a 
warm  bath,  at  96®  F.,  or  hot  sponging,  etc.,  may  be  employed 
for  the  same  purpose.  For  the  more  sthenic  cases  recourse  may 
be  had  to  the  Vice  cradle,"  or  wet  pack.  The  dilatation  of  ves- 
sels produced  by  one  of  the  above  methods  will  both  relieve'  pul- 
monary congestion  and  perhaps  aid  the  excretion  of  some  of  the 
disease  poison.  The  liver  has  an  immense  blood-holding  power, 
and  a  way  of  making  use  of  this  to  relieve  pulmonary  engorge- 
ment is  to  stimulate  its  function.  The  moderate  use  of  calomel 
(one-tenth  of  a  grain  every  hour  for  six  doses,  and  every  three 
or  four  hours  afterward)  will  often  produce  excellent  results. 
The  idea  of  obtaining  any  action  on  the  lung  by  increasing  ab- 
sorption of  the  plastic  exudation  must  be  laid  aside,  for  this  is 
not  the  object  to  be  desired.  Aconite  may  also  be  of  service  given 
at  the  onset  in  hourly  drop  or  half -drop  doses;  it  slows  the  pulse 
and  gives  the  ventricle  a  longer  time  for  its  diastole.  The  fre-, 
quent  use  of  digitalis  in  croupous  pneumonia  is  based  on  entirely 
false  principles,  for  it  has  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  vascular 
area;  its  action  is  to  empty  the  arteries  into  the  veins  and  not 
the  veins  into  the  arteries,  as  is  desired.     It  stimulates  the  left 
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heart,  which  has  already  au  undue  advantage  over  the  right 
heart.  Carbonate  of  ammonia  is  also  condemned,  the  stimulant 
expectorant  effect  tending  to  convert  an  otherwise  favorable  case 
into  a  fatal  one.  Large  doses  irritate  the  stomach,  and  thus  also 
diminish  the  chances  of  recovery.  Locally,  poultices  may  be 
useful  as  an  aid  to/liaphoresis.  A.  <*  warm  wet  binder'*  is  a  con- 
venient and  preferable  substitute.  The  ice-bag  may  be  of  ser- 
vice in  strengthening  the  heart,  but  it  must  be  used  with  care  in 
children,  as  it  often  produces  collapse. — Brit,  Med.  Jour. 


Neuralgias  and  Neuralgic  Affections.  —  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Medical  College  of  Vienna,  Benedikt  read  a  pa- 
per on  the  above  subject,  in  which  he  distinguished  three  kinds 
of  neuralgias:  (1)  Of  the  nerve  trunks  or  plexuses;  (2)  of  the 
nerve  roots;  (2)  of  the  terminations  of  the  nerves. 

In  neuralgias  of  the  nerve  trunks  and  plexuses  there  are" not 
only  pains  during  the  attacks,  but  apart  from  the  attacks  there 
are  painful  points  over  the  tract  of  the  nerve.  In  most  cases  all 
the  nerves  which  issue  from  a  plexus  are  more  or  less  affected. 

The  prognosis  of  idiopathic  affections  of  the  nerve  trunks  and 
plexuses  is  very  favorable  when  the  specific  treatment  is  applied 
from  the  first.  Among  the  specific,  medicines,  Benedikt  mentions 
in  terms  of  special  approbation  iodine  and  subcutaneous  injec- 
tions of  phenic  acid.  The  salicylates  and  antipyrine  have  a 
curative  effect  only  when  the  natural  duration  of  the  affection 
is  short.  Narcotics  should  be  given  as  little  as  possible,  as  they 
produce  only  a  deceptive  lull.  The  truly  specific  modes,  of  treat- 
ment are  galvanization  and  punctiform  cauterizations.  Benedikt 
compels  the  eschars  following  the  cauterizations  to  suppurate  for 
eight  or  ten  days  by  means  of  an  epispastic  application,  and 
never  has  recourse  to  more  than  one  cauterization.  This  treat- 
ment is,  in  his  estimation,  so  efficacious  that  when  it  fails  one 
may  affirm  that  there  exists  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  nerve  a 
lesion  not  yet  appreciable,  or  a  constitutional  disease,  and  that 
this  is  the  cause  of  the  neuralgia. 

Neuralgias  of  the  nerve-roots  are  characterized  by  very  intense 
intermittent  pains  without  points  douloureux.  The  nerve  is  pain- 
ful to  the  touch,  but  this  pain  is  alleviated  by  pressure.     This 
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variety  of  pain  is  met  with  in  ataxia  and  in  certain  painful  tics. 
These  neuralgias  at  the  commencement  are  unilateral;  they  de- 
note often  an  alteration  of  the  spinal  meninges,  in  which  case 
they  do  not  coincide  with  neuralgias  of  the  nerve  trunks  and 
plexuses — while  the  eccentric  idiopathic  neuralgias  are  often  as- 
sociated with  peripheral  pains  or  invade  the  nerve  terminations. 
The  unilateral,  eccentric,  idiopathic  neuralgias  of  the  roots  have 
no  tendency  to  follow  an  ascending  course.  Galvanization  ein- 
ployed  against  these  neuralgias  gives  no  result,  while  faradization 
loco  dolenti  exercises  a  calmative  but  not  curative  action.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  electric  cauterizations  over  the  seat  of  these 
neuralgias  have  a  very  favorable  action.  The  cauterization  must 
be  applied  over  the  roots  which  contain  the  sensory  fibers  of  the 
region  affected. 

In  the  neuralgic  affections  of  the  nerve  terminations  (anthral- 
gias,  aphalagias)  cauterization  has  also  a  very  satisfactory  effect. 
Faradization  and  the  electro-static  douche  are  very  efficacious 
against  migraine.  As  most  patients  cannot  stand  the  treatment 
during  the  attack,  it  is  better  to  carry  it  out  in  the  intervals  of 
the  pains,  beginning  with  three  s^aiiced  per  week,  then  two,  then 
only  one;  but  the  treatment  must  be  persevered  with  a  long  time, 
from  nine  months  to  a  year  in  many  cases. — Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 


Cactus  Grandiflorus. — K.  W.  Wilcox,  M.D.,  in  the  Post- 
graduate for  February,  1892,  reports  the  histories  of  twenty- 
three  cases  Qf  various  forms  of  valvular  heart  disease  by  cactus 
grandiflorus.  The  average  dose  of  the  remedy  has  been  from  15 
to  20  minims  of  the  fluid  extract  three  times  a  .day*  Wilcox 
concludes  as  follows:  The  drug  has  no  cumulative  action,  nor  is 
there  any  acquired  susceptibility  to  its  use.  About  six  to  twenty- 
four  hours  are  required  before  its  full  physiological  effect  is  ob- 
served, excepting  in  tachycardia  secondary  to  other  conditions, 
when  two  hours  are  sufficient  for  the  appearance  of  its  effects. 
It  does  not  interfere  with  digestion,  nor  does  it  have  any  effect 
upon  the  urinary  or  respiratory  system  .other  than  would  be  ex- 
pected from  its  action  on  the  heart. 

The  conditions  in  which  cactus  is  especially  useful  are: 
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1.  Cardiac  weakness,  when  the  heart  has  not  acquired  com- 
pensation for  valvular  lesion,  or,  having  been  compensated,  mus- 
cular degeneration  has  taken  place,  so  that  now  relative  incom- 
petency exists.  In  other  words,  where  a  pure  cardiac  stimulant 
is  required,  cactus  is  indicated.  Such  cases  are  cardiac  weakness 
in  convalesence  from  typhoid  fever,  when  change  of  position  in- 
duces syncope;  angina  pectoris  is  of  purely  cardiac  origin  and  of 
asthenic  hearts;  simple  eccentric  cardiac  dilatation,  such  as  found 
in  pericarditis  from  paralysis  of  the  cardiac  muscles  underlying 
the  area  of  pericardial  inflammation. 

2.  The  funtional  cardiac  diseases  resulting  from  tea,  coffee, 
tobacco,  and  alcohol,  the  palpitations  of  dyspepsia,  neurasthenia 
of  the  climacteric,. exophthalmic  goitre,  morphinism,  sexual  ex- 
haustion, and,  to  a  less  extent,  those  of  anemia,  are  relieved; 
some  of  these  cases  being  those  of  purely  functional  disturbance, 
atony  of  cardiac  muscle  from  deficient  innervation,  others  being 
true  degeneration  of  cardiac  muscle,  and  thus  belonging  to  the 
first  class.  There  are  the  irritable  hearts,  when  palpitation  is  of 
emotional  origin;  these  are  the  cases  where  cactus  makes  the 
pulse  regular,  because  through  its  action  upon  the  sympathetic 
the  nutrition  of  the  heart  is  improved. 

.  3.  The  ''slow"  hearts,  when  there  is  overstimulation  of  the 
pneumogastric,  or  marked  degeneration  of  the  muscular  wall  of 
the  ventricle.  These  are  the  hearts  formerly  ^o  refractory  to 
treatment,  the  hearts  in  which  digitalis  is  absolutely  contra- 
indicated. 

In  all  cases  the  tension  of  the  pulse  is  increased,  but  its  breadth 
is  unaltered,  so  that  the  work  of  the  heart  is  not  made  greater 
by  contraction  of  the  arterioles,  as  is  the  case  in  the  administra- 
tion of  digitalis.  This  increase  of  tension  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
more  blood  is  propelled  through  the  arteries  under  the  influence 
of  cactus,  and  the  increased  arterial  tension  results  in  prompt 
relief  of  venous  congestion.  In  old  rheumatic  hearts  pain  is  re- 
lieved because  this  pain  is  merely  a  symptom  of  a  heart  that  is 
relatively  incompetent,  and  the  tonic  effect  of  cactus  is  to  re- 
lieve this  incompetency;  and  this  is  the  guide  to  its  administra- 
tion in  valvular  lesions.  In  mitral  stenosis,  however,  it  is  abso- 
lutely contraindicated ;  owing  to  the  shortening  of  the  diastole, 
sufi^cient  bipod  cannot  flow  into  the  ventricle  to  result  in  an 
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'*A  Neglected  Method." — At  a  recent  meetiugof  the  New 
York  Surgical  Society,  Dr.  Charles  McBurney  read  a  paper  eu- 
titled  **A  neglected  Method  of  Modifying  General  Anaesthesia.** 
The  method  consists  in  placing  a  broad,  elastic  tourniquet  around 
each  of  the  thighs  as  well  as  around  the  upper  limbs  befoie  the 
setherizatiou  is  commenced,  thus  shutting  off  from  the  general  cir- 
culation a  considerable  portion  of  the  blood.  He  has  employed 
this  method  about  ten  times  at  the  Roosevelt  Hospital  with  very 
good  results.  The  patient  is  usually  brought  under  the  influence 
of  the  aether  in  a  very  short  time — in  most  of  the  cases  within 
three  or  four  minutes.  The  trembling  of  the  limbs,  so  annoying 
to  the  operator,  especially  in  operations  about  the  perineum,  is 
entirely  absent.  The  patients  usually  recover  from  the  effects 
of  the  anaesthetic  within  two  or  three  minutes  after  the  tourni- 
quets are  loosened,  and  in  no  case  has  vomiting  occurred.  Some 
precautious  are  necessary.  In  case  a  hypodermic  is  given  before 
the  ligatures  nave  been  removed,  the  quantity  of  the  drug  must 
be  considerably  smaller  than  the  usual  dose.  The  ligatures  are 
first  applied  loosely,  so  as  to  retard  only  the  venous  blood;  then, 
wheu  the  limbs  are  surcharged,  the  bandages  are  tightened,  so 
as  to  completely  stop  the  arterial  circulation  as  well.  Dr.  Mc- 
Burney then  brought  a  man  before  the  Society,  and  gave  a  prac- 
tical illustration  of  the  method.  He  stated  that  until  a  short 
time  ago  he  thought  the  method  a  new  one;  since  then,  however, 
he  has  fouud  it  advocated  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Medical 
Journal,  published  in  1887,  by  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Corning,  of  New 
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efficient  ventricular  systole.  In  aortic  regurgitation ,  however, 
it  is  the  drug  par  excellence ^  because  the  marked  shortening  of 
the  diastolic  regurgitation  into  the  left  ventricle  is  lessened.  In 
other  words,  in  aortic  regurgitation  cactus  is  indicated  and  digi- 
talis absolutely  forbidden;  in  mitral  stenosis  cactus  must  be 
avoided,  while  digitalis  should  be  administered — the  drug  having 
its  use  when  the  other  would  be  harmful.  In  other  lesions  the 
guide  for  administration  lies  in  the  relation  which  the  propelling  ^ 

force  bears  to  the  work  that  it  is  called  upon  to  do,  and  success 
in  the  administration  of  cactus  means  a  disappearance  of  symp- 
toms of  cardiac  insufficiency. — Medical  Age, 
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York,  as  well  as  by  others.  He  had  therefore  changed  the  title 
of  his  paper  and  called^it  "A  Neglected  Method"  instead  of  a 
New  Method. — Medical  Age. 


Tannin  in  Te^. — ''Some  examples  which  have  been  for- 
warded to  us/'  says  the  British  Medical  Journal,  **of  the  results 
of  analyses  for  tannin  and  theine  in  tea  indicate  considerable 
variation  in  the  amount  of  tannin,  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  tea  and  the  state  of  growth  at  which  it  is  picked.  In  some 
blends  of  China  teas  the  percentage  of  tannin  extracted  by  in- 
fusion for  thirty  minutes  was  7.44;  theine,  3.11;  and  a  similar 
result  was  given  in  the  examination  of  the  finest  Moying;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  with  fine  Assam  tea  a  percentage  of  17.73  of 
tannin  by  weight  was  extracted  after  infusion  for  fifteen  minutes, 
and  two  blends  of  Assam  and  Ceylon  tea  gave,  respectively,  8.91 
and  10.26  of  tannin.  On  the  whole,  it  is  probable  that  the  In- 
dian teas  are  much  more  heavily  loaded  with  tannin  than  the 
China  and  Japan  teas.  Moreover,  the  common  method  of  pro- 
longed infusion  in  boiling  water  is  well  calculated  to  extract  the 
tannin,  while  it  dissipates  the  flavor  of  the  tea. 

To  be  drunk  reasonably,  tea  should  not  be  infused  for  more 
than  a  minute,  and  with  water  of  which  the  temperature  does 
not  exceed  170°  F.  It  should  be  taken  without  sugar  or  milk, 
which  would  drown  the  flavor  of  the  delicate  and  aromatic  in- 
fusion thus  obtained.  This  at  least  is  how  the  tea  is  drunk  both 
in  China  and  Japan,  whence  we  have  borrowed  the  use  of  it. 
AVith  our  European  method  of  prolonged  infusion  in  boiling 
water  we  destroy  all  the  best  flavor  of  the  tea,  and  we  extract 
such  heavy  proportions  of  tannin  as  to  cultivate  'indigestion  as 
the  result  of  tea  drinking.  Indigestion  is  unknown  among  tea 
drinkers  in  the  East,  and  it  is  in  all  probability  only  the  result 
of  defective  use  of  the  leaf.'' — Scientific  American, 


rjANDER's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  andNew  York,  sole  agents. 
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ObstetricaC  Bundle. — This  buudle  I  have  found  very  use- 
ful. I  have  such  a  bundle  prepared  for  every  obstetric  case,  and 
its  cost,  seventy-fivf.  cents,  is  more  than  made  up  by  the  saving 
(»f  time  and  subsequent  visits.     It  contains  the  followincr: 

1.  One  square  yard  of  rubber  cloth  to  be  placed  under  the 
patient's  hips  and  thighs — rubber  side  up,  of  course. 

2.  One  square  yard  of  canton  flannel  to  be  placed  on  top  of 
the,  rubber,  between  it  and  the  patient's  body.  In  this  way  I 
make  sure  of  having  the  bed  protected  and  kept  clean,  and  an 
aseptic  environment,  and  the  rubber  can  be  quickly  arranged  to 
carry  off  the  fluids  into  a  suitable  receptacle  in  case  of  operative 
procedures. 

3.  A  number  of  pieces  of  cheese  cloth  to  use  as  small  towels, 
and  also,  when  dampened  with  bichloride  solution,  as  pads  for 
the  vulva. 

4.  A  new  and  clean  nail-brush  for  each  case.  These  brushes 
cost  three  cents,  and  hence  one  can  use  a  new  one  each  time. 

5.  Safety  pins, 

6.  A  narrow  bobbin,  consisting  of  three  strands,  for  ligating 
the  umbilical  cord. 

7.  An  obstetrical  eye  bandage.  This  consists  of  a  strip  of 
cheese  cloth,  the  two  edges  of  which  are  rolled  in  and  then 
doubled  over  a  second  time.  While  waiting  for  the  pulsations 
of  the  cord  to  ceiwe  I  wipe  out  the  baby's  eyes,  and  wrap  this 
bandage  around  the  head  and  eyes,  and  pin  it.  When  this  is 
not  done  the  child  often  rubs  its  dirty  fingers  into  the  eyes  before 
the  attendants  have  had  time  to  wash  the  child.  Since  I  have 
adopted  this  plan  I  have  never  had  any  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum. 

8.  A  small  wooden  vial  containing  tablets  of  bichloride  of 
mercury.  I  prefer  these  small  ones  to  the  larger  size,  as  they 
are  just  sufficient  for  each  dressing  without  splitting  the  tablet. 
— Post'  Graduate, 


Circumcision. — In  the  Archives  of  Surgery  Mr.  Jonathan 
Hutchinson  sums  up  his  experience  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  ad- 
vantages of  the  rite  of  circumcision.  After  premising  that  it  is 
not  needful  to  go  on  a  search  for  any  recondite  motive  for  the 
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origiu  of  the  practice,  he  says:  **No  one  who  has  seen  the  supe- 
rior cleanliness  of  a  Hebrew  penis  can  have  avoided  a  very 
strong  impression  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  foreskin.  If 
not  removed  it  constitutes  a  harbor  for  filth,  and  is,  in  many 
persons,  a  constant  source  of  irritation.  It  conduces  to  mastur- 
bation, and  adds  to  the  difficulties  of  sexual  continence.  It  in- 
creases the  risk  of  syphilis  in  early  life  and  of  cancer  in  the 
aged.  I  have  never  seen  cancer  of  the  penis  in  a  Jew,  and 
chancres  are  rare." — N,  Y.  Med,  Jour. 


■<^. 


Drugs  as  Emmenagogues. — Dr.  W.  C.  Caldwell  says  in  the 
N.  A,  Practitioner: 

1 .  A  drug  may  increase  the  function  by  acting  directly  on  the 
ovaries  and  uterus  or  the  ends  of  the  nerves  contained  in  them. 
These  drugs  are  called  stimulating  emmenagogues.     Among  them 
may  be  mentioned  rue,  savine,  cantharis,  tansy,  pennyroyal,  and 
apiol.     These  drugs  do  this: 

a.  By  irritating  the  mucous  membrane  during  their  elimination 
through  the  utricular  glands. 

6.  By  producing  hyperemia  of  the  ovaries  during  their  circu- 
lation through  them.  Since  these  drugs  stimulate  the  uterus 
and  ovaries,  they  are  specially  indicated  in  atonic  amenorrhoea — 
that  is,  when  the  uterus  and  ovaries  are  primarily  at  fault,  when 
the  inactivity  is  not  due  to  anemia. 

2.  A  drug  which  stimulates  the  descending  colon  and  rectum 
may  increase  the  xf unction.  These  drugs  are  called  purgative 
emmenagogues.  Aloes  is  the  only  drug  belonging  to  this  class. 
It  increases  the  menstrual  flow: 

a.  By  irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lower  intes- 
tine, hyperemia  is  caused,  and  since,  as  shown  in  a  diagram, 
there  is  an  intimate  collateral  circulation  between  the  uterus  and 
lower  bowel  there  will  also  be  a  simultaneous  hyperemia  of  the 
uterus. 

h.  By  acting  also  in  the  same  way  as  the  stimulating  emmena- 
gogues— that  is,  directly  on  the  uterus  and  ovaries. 

3.  Heat  and  rubefacients  applied  to  the  skin  may  reflexly  pro- 
duce dilatation  of  the  uterine  vessels,  and  in  that  way  excite 
menstrual  flow.     Irritation  of  the  feet  and  legs  appears  to  be 
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more  effective  than  any  other  part  of  the  skin,  because  it  so 
happens  that  the  roots  of  the  neryes,  as  shown  in  a  diagram,  dis- 
tributed to  the  legs,  are  near  the  reflex  center  in  the  cord  pre- 
siding over  the  uterine  vessels.  As  a  consequence  of  this  action 
a  common  and  efficient  domestic  remedy  for  the'purpose  of  bring- 
ing on  the  monthlies,  when  it  is  tardy  or  suppressed  by  cold,  is 
a  hot  mustard  foot  bath  before  going  to  bed. 

4.  Drugs  which  improve  the  blood  increase  the  flow  when  it  is 
diminished  by  anemia.  These  are  called  tonic  emmenagogues. 
Iron  is  the  most  important  of  these.  Iron  and  aloes  are  often 
combined,  not  only  because  in  anemia  there  is  usually  constipa- 
tion which  the  aloes  will  remove,  but  because  it  will  congest  the 
anemic  uterus  in  the  manner  described. — Weekly  Medical  Eevieiv. 


IcE-CBEAM  IN  Gastrio  Ulcer. — Mrs.  M.,  aged  38,  came 
under  my  care  about  two  years  ago,  suffering  with  intense  pain 
in  stomach  after  eating,  and  with  severe  vomiting  spells.  These 
things  she  had  suffered  with  for  about  two  years  off  and  on,  and 
had  been  treated  by  others  until  her  family  physician  said  that 
he  could  do  no  more  for  her. 

An  examination  over  the  stomach  showed  a  thickening  and 
hardness  in  nodules  about  the  pylorus,  and  on  consultation  with 
Dr.  C,  it  was  decided  that  the  trouble  was  probably  a  schirrus 
condition  of  the  pyloric  orifice,  and  prognosis  bad.  After  treat- 
ment with  all  known  remedies,  and  food  prescribed  by  enemas 
per  rectum,  and  pain  and  vomiting  not  relieved  but  increasing, 
the  family  were  told  that  patient  could  live  but  a  short  time. 
Finally,  as  the  hunger  was  intense  and  bowels  rejecting  the  food, 
the  writer  suggested  their  trying  a  little  ice-cream,  which  was 
done.  The  first  given  was  retained  on  stomach  with  no  increase 
of  the  pain.  This,  then,  became  the  only  article  of  diet,  and 
patient  gradually  increased  the  quantity  of  it  until  she  took  as 
high  as  three  and  four  quarts  during  the  twenty -four  hours. 
This  was  the  only  article  of  food  for  fifteen  months,  patient 
gradually  improving  until  now;  the  thickening  and  hardening 
have  all  disappeared,  and  she  can  now  take  other  plain  articles 
of  food,  as  bread,  vegetables,  meats,  etc.  When  the  diet  of  ice- 
cream was  begun,  patient  was  cadaverous,  emaciated,  and  con- 
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fined  to  bed.  Now  she  is  plump)  stroug,  doing  a  good  deal  of 
work,  ami  gained  almut  thirty  pounds.  The  ice-cream  was  made 
at  her  own  liome,  of  good,  fresh,  unskimmed  milk,  each  day's 
allowance  containing  from  six  to  eight  eggs,  very  little  sugar, 
and  flavored  with  any  thing  to  suit  her  taste,  as  vanilla,  lemon, 
bananas,  peaches,  and  dilferent  kinds  of  berries,  etc. 

The  galvanic  current  was  used  in  the  meantime  over  pylorus 
twice  a  week.  Any  extra  distress  from  over- fatigue  or  over- 
acidity  of  stomach,  as  would  occasionally  occur,  was  relieved  by 
the  stomach  tube,  washing  it  out  of  the  stomach  with  hot  water. 
\  P.  Wanwr,  M.I).,  in  N.  Y.  Med.  Time^. 


Potassium  Permanganate  as  an  Antidote  to  Phos- 
phorus.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Physicians  of 
Buda-Pesth,  Bokai  (Deutsche  medicin.  Wochhwchrift ,  Xo.  47,  p. 
1294),  as  a  result  of  chemical  investigation  and  experiments 
upon  animals,  commended  from  one-fifth  to  one-third  of  one  per 
cent,  solutidns  of  potassium  permanganate  as  an  antidote  in  cases 
of  poisoning  by  phosphorus.  Phosphorus  in  the  presence  of 
potassium  permanganate  is  converted  into  innocuous  orthophos- 
phoric  acid  in  the  stomach,  with  the  development  of  manganese 
chloride.  Poisoned  dogs  thus  treated  were  saved;  untreated 
dogs  died.  Even  one  per  cent,  solutions  of  potassium  perman- 
ganate exerted  no  injurious  effect  upon  the  coats  of  the  stomach. 
— Phila.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


r. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  dblicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  [sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find^  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 
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Potassium  Iodide  In  Chorea. — Dr.  Sewening  records  a  case 
in  which  marvelous  results  were  produced  by  iodide  of  potassium. 
The  patient  (a  girl)  was  10  years  old,  and  had  suffered  from  the 
affection  twelve  months,  all  modes  of  treatment  proving  futile. 
He  prescribed  a  solution  (1  to  60)  of  the  salt  named  in  distilled 
water,  one  tablespoonful  being  taken  three  times  a  day.  Imme- 
diately the  medicine  was  begun,  improvement  was  noted,  and  be- 
fore the  patient  had  taken  two  drachms  the  chorea  had  vanished, 
leaving  no  trace  behind. — Provincial  Med.  Jour. 


Editorial. 


THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  forty-third  annual  session  will  convene  in  the  Opera-house, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Tuesday,  June  7th  inst.,  at  12  m.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  by  that  time  all  the  worry  and  annoyance  due  to  the 
registration  of  a  large  number  of  delegates  will  be  accomplished. 
This  is  made  the  more  possible  by  the  special  arrangement  made 
tliis  year,  by  the  Committee  on  Registration  enabling  all  who  so 
d«sired  to  forward  their  credentials  and  membership  fee  by  mail, 
and  so  be  registered  in  advance  of  their  arrival  at  Detroit — only 
having  the  trouble  of  calling  at  the  post-office  of  the  Association 
and  receiving  their  cards  of '  membership.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
hoped  that  by  far  the  largest  majority  have  availed  themselves 
of  this  timely  arrangement. 

The  meeting  this  year  promises  much.  With  all  its  past  grand 
record  it  is  more  than  ever  needful  that  the  members  who  attend 
leave  nothing  undone  to  add  thereto.  Its  past  successes  demand 
that  earnest  work  be  the  watchword.  What  is  needed  now,  more 
than  ever,  is  downright,  persistent,  and  harmonious  efforts.  In 
addition  to  the  section  proceedings — that  so  far  as  papers  are 
concerned  are  doubtless  at  this  time  provided  for — there  is-  a 
certain  amount  of  business  that  will  come  before  the  general 
sessions  that  may  mar  or  greatly  add  to  the  future  success  and 
usefulness  of  this  representative  organization.  In  the  general 
sessions  it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  this  large  body  of  gentle- 
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men,  coming  from  all  parts  of  thifl  great  country,  will  each  make 
it  a  personal  and  individual  matter  to  remember  that  the  time  of 
the  Association,  while  short  and  precious,  belongs  alike  equally 
to  all,  and  should  not  be  consumed  in  other  manner  than  will 
redound  to  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  Association  as  a  whole. 

There  are  certain  amendments  to  the  constitution  that  will 
come  up  for  consideration.  That  offered  by  Dr.  I.  N.  Quinby, 
''omitting  a  general  session  on  Thursday  morning  and  devoting 
the  time  to  sectional  work,"  we  believe  would  work  well  if  the 
large  number  in  attendance  on  the  other  mornings  devoted  to 
general  sessions  would  devote  themselves  strictly  to  business^  and 
in  a  business-like  manner  despatch  such  business  as  may  be  pre- 
sented. We  would  suggest,  however,  that  this  question  be  laid 
over  for  the  present,  and  let  this  meeting  see  if  it  can  get  through 
with  its  business  by  the  adjournment  on  Wednesday  morning; 
and  if  so,  adjourn  over  until  Friday  morning,  and  by  simple 
resolution  have  the  sections  convened  on  Thursday  morning. 
If  the  trial  worked  well,  it  might  then  very  appropriately  and 
harmoniously  be  adopted  at  a  succeeding  session.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  it  did  not  prove  a  movement  of  progress,  matters  might 
be  left  as  they  now  are^ 

The  amendment  of  Drs.  Kiernan  (of  Illinois)  and  Ash  (of 
Pennsylvania),  abolishing  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  arid 
transferring  the  duties  to  the  editor  of  The  Joumaly  we  regard 
as  proper.  The  duties  of  this  committee  have  been  rarely  per- 
formed— much  less  so  since  the  organization  of  The  JoumaL 
The  editor's  relations  with  the  members  place  him  in  a  position 
to  keep  better  advised  of  the  movements  of  those  who  go  on  to 
**join  the  great  majority,"  perhaps,  than  is  afforded  a  single 
member  from  each  State. 

The  amendment  of  Dr.  Culbertson,  of  Illinois,  **  referring  all 
business  matters,  without  discussion  or  comment,  to  an  Executive 
Committee,"  will  certainly  expedite  business  in  the  general  ses- 
sions to  a  great  degree — although  it  might  not  be  acceptable  to 
many.  There  are  many  questions  that  come  before  the  general 
sessions  that  uselessly  fritter  away  its  time — others,  however,  of 
an  important  character,  of  material  general  interest,  might  be 
side-tracked  by  au  adverse  committee,  and  the  general  interest 
in  the  Association  be  caused  to  suffer.     We  would  suggest  an 
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amendment  to  this,  to  the  effect  that  the  general  session  could 
sit  as  a  "Committee  of  the  Whole'*  for  the  full  and  free  discus- 
sion of  any  question  deemed  appropriate  by  a  majority  or  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  members  present. 

We  would  prefer  that  the  amendment  of  Dr.  Gihon,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  be  voted  down.  The  President's  address 
might  be  deferred  to  any — even  the  last  day  of  the  session  in- 
stead of  the  second.  The  old  plan,  however,  has  w^orked  very 
well,  and,  as  it  may  happen  that  the  President  might  have  some- 
thing to  say  that  would  have  a  bearing  on,  or  relation  to,  the 
meetings  over  which  he  presides,  it  would  be  better,  in  our  opin- 
ion, to  continue  as  heretofore,  and  have  it  on  the  first  day  of  the 
meeting. 

We  have  thought  proper,  in  our  editorial  capacity,  to  inflict 
these  personal  views  upon  our  readers.  These  are  questions  per- 
taining to  all  regular  members  of  the  medical  profession 'in  the 
United  States,  all  of  whom,  if  they  are  not,  may  at  some  time 
be,  and  at  some  time  in  their  lives  shovJd  be,  members  of  the 
Association.  While  there  are  many  regular  physicians  in  our 
great  nationality  who  are  not  members  of  the  Association,  its 
welfare  and  its  success  are  alike  important  to  them  as  to  its  mem- 
bers. We  sincerely  hope,  however,  that  such  counsels  and  such 
action  may  prevail  at  this  and  succeeding  meetings  as  will  result 
in  a  grand  universal  membership  in  the  Association. 


Penetrating  Abdominal  Wounds. — In  our  ''Selections" 
will  be  found  a  very  excellent  article  from  The  Epitome  by  Dr. 
W.  B.  Coley.  Mention  is  made  of  it  here  to  emphasize  the  im- 
portance of  an  early  operation,  if  at  all.  So  soon  as  the  primary 
shock  can  be  overcome  the  case  should  be  well  considered  in  all 
its  details,  and  if  an  operation  is  decided  on,  perform  it  at  once, 
or  not  at  all.  Several  operations  have  been  made  in  this  city 
during  the  past  few  years  with  a  certainty  of  the  failure  that 
followed.  The  idea  of  waiting  twenty -four  to  forty-eight  hours, 
or  in  some  instances  even  longer,  as  has  been  done,  may  assist  in 
perfecting  the  manual  dexterity  of  the  surgeon,  but  as  for  giving 
a  chance  to  the  patient,  it  only  insures  the  chances  for  his  early 
need  of  an  undertaker. 
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A  SECRETARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  committee  appointed  last  year  to 
present  a  memorial  to  Congress,  petitioning  for  a  National  Sec- 
retary of  Public  Health,  will  be  able  to  report  material  progress 
at  the  Detroit  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 
Dr.  C.  G.  Comegys,  the  Chairman,  we  know,  has  been  stirring 
himself;  and  if  other  members  of  the  committee  have  been  as 
active,  we  may  indulge  a  reasonable  hope  that  it  is  among  the 
possibilities  of  the  near  future,  The  following  letter  we  extract 
from  the  AlieniM  and  Neurologist y  of  April  last,  from  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  its  able  editor,  who  has  also  been  up 
and  doing  in  this  good  work.     We  submit  it  entire: 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Washington,  Feb.  6,  1892. 

Dr.  C,  JI.  Hughes,  500  N.  Jefferson  Avenue,  St.  Louisj  Mo. : 

Dear  Sir: — Youi-s  of  the  3d  inst.  has  been  received,  in  re- 
gard to  the  movement  on  hand  to  have  the  governmental  office 
established  of  Secretary  of  Public  Health. 

I  beg  leave  to  quote  to  you  from  a  letter  recently  sent  by  nie 
to  Dr.  S.  Loving,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  which  I  stated: 

**I  think  well  of  the  purpose  of  your  Association  to  establish 
a  Department  of  Public  Health.  The  Bureau  of  Agriculture 
has  grown  to  be  a  department  whose  Secretary  is  a  Cabinet  officer, 
and  the  President's  last  message  declares  it  to  have  proved  the 
necessity  for  its  existence. 

**The  Bureau  of  Education,  under  Dr.  Harris,  is  rising  in 
public  esteem  constantly.  ...... 

**That  the  public  health  rivals  either  of  these,  or  others  that 
could  be  named,  in  importance  to  the  public  welfare  and  the  peo 
pie's  safety,  no  intelligent  person  can  dispute. 

"Individual  effort  has  done  wonders  in  detecting  the  source** 
of  danger  to  communities,  and  the  discussion  of  such  discoveries 
has  interested  every  household.  But  liberal  as  the  medical  pro- 
fession is  and  has,  in  out  country,  proved  itself  at  all  times  to 
be,  it  is  not  fair  or  politic  for  us  to  leave  it  unsupported  and 
nationally  unrecogni/AMl.  Tlie  international  communication  of 
intelligence  that  would  follow  the  organization  of  a  Bureau  of 
Public  Health  would  not  only  preserve  owr  own  inhabitants  from 
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many  physical  ills,  but  would  greatly  serve  to  streugthen  the 
sympathy  between  all  civilized  peoples  who  would  correspond 
and  cooperate  with  us.  They  would  feel  the  same  beneficent 
influence  of  the  system  we  should  realize. 

**The  subject  is  worthy  of  statesmanlike  treatment,  and  should 
not  longer  be  subordinate  to  our  other  material  interests.  What 
will  not  a  nation  as  well  as  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  life!" 

These  are  my  views,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  them 
to  you.  Of  whatever  service  I  can  be  in  support  of  such  propo- 
sition, I  shall  gladly  render.  Yours  truly, 

John  W.  Noble. 

If  the  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  or  more  doctors  who  may  be 
present  at  the  Detroit  meeting  give  this  movement  such  an  im- 
petus as  to  secure  its  accomplishment,  it  will  result  in  more  good, 
in  our  opinion,  than  the  individual  efforts  of  their  whole  lives. 
Knowing  full  well  that  in  the  one,  five,  ten,  or  twenty  or  more 
years  that  may  be  allotted  to  each  and  every  one  of  them,  their 
entire  energies  and  efforts  devoted  to  the  relief  of  the  sick,  the 
suffering,  and  the  dying,  the  amount  of  benefit  redounding  to 
their  fellow-men  may  seem  incalculable;  yet  the  conditions  of 
this  country  are  now  assuming  such  a  position  that  longer  delay 
of  this  important  measure  may  at  any  time  result  in  material  in- 
jury, untold  sorrow,  and  far  more  immeasurable  suffering. 

While  public  health  matters  have  been  greatly  advanced  by 
individual,  local,  municipal,  count};,  and  State  organizations, 
there  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  our  National  Government  which, 
if  longer  neglected,  may  place  all  previous  efforts  of  whatever 
character  as  vain  and  useless.  We  must  not  wait  until  epidemic 
invasion  and  national  distress  force  us  to  hurried,  immature,  and 
hastily- improvised  efforts.  The  National  Government  has  its 
army  and  navy,  not  suificient  to  cope  with  the  invasion  of  any 
hostile  foreign  power,  but  sufficient  to  form  an  organized  nucleus 
around  which  could  at  once — yes,  almost  instantly — be  assembled 
forces  able  to  cope  with  the  most  powerful.  As  regards  the  in- 
vasion of  a  possible  human  foe,  just  such  an  organized  nucleus 
do  we  need  to  cope  with  and  resist  the  invasion  of  far  more  dan- 
gerous, insidious,  and  deadly  enemies. 

With  an  organized  Department  of  Public  Health,  with  its 
Secretary  a  member  of  the  President's  Cabinet  as  an  advisor  or 
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counsellor,  with  his  Assistant  Secretaries,  clerks,  and  subordi- 
nates as  in  other  departnicute,  we  will  have  an  organized  nucleus 
around  and  with  which  the  harmonious  efforts  of  individual,  local, 
municipal,  and  State  sanitarians  will  be  successfully  assembled 
whenever  the  need  may  arise.  And  with  the  advice  of  such  a 
department  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  can  in  the  future 
satisfactorily  and  successfully  legislate,  as  it  has  in  the  past  in 
connection  with  other  departments  that  ha^ve  proved  their  utility 
and  necessity. 


The  Nashville  Acade.my  of  Medicine  for  more  than  six 
months  past  has  been  holding  weekly  meetings  in  their  hand- 
some and  elegantly-appointed  hall  in  the  Mill  Block,  No.  621, 
Church  Street.  The  result  lias  been  most  satisfactory.  The  at- 
tendance has  been,  as  a  regular  thing,  far  greater  than  was 
deemed  possible  in  the  previous  history  of  the  organization,  and 
the  interest  in  the  meetings  increasing  from  week  to  week  in  a 
greater  degree  than  was  anticipated  at  any  time  by  its  most  san- 
guine members. 

The  meetings  are  held  every  Thursday  night,  at  8  o'clock 
during  the  summer  months,  and  7  o'clock  in  the  winter.  All 
business  matters  are  considered  on  the  night  of  the  first  meeting 
in  each  month.  Other  meetings  are  devoted  solely  to  the  read- 
ing of  essays,  their  discussion,  and  the  report  of  cases  of  in- 
terest. All  regular  members  of  the  medical  profession  who  may 
be  in  the  city  of  Nashville  on  Thursday  night  of  any  week  dur- 
ing the  year  will  receive  a  cordial  welcome. 


The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Electro-Thera- 
peutic Association  will  be  held  in  New  York,  October  4,  5,  and 
6,  1892,  at  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  17  West  Forty- 
third  Street.  W.  J.  Morton,  M.D.,  President;  H.  R.  Bigelow, 
M.D.,  Secretary. 


Errata. — On  page  2^^!,  fifteenth  line  from  the  top,  it  should 
read  **  uncovering'*  instead  of  **  removing."  We  have  no  doubt 
that  the  removal  of  the  **glans"  would  be  very  appropriate  in 
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many  instances,  and  so  suggested  to  Dr.  GJeun,  who,  although 
always  desirous  of  getting  at  the  root  of  the  matter,  thought 
that  this  would  be  loo  radical  a  therapeutic  measure. 


CHRONICLES. 

Wonders  will  never  cease.  The  present  century  has  been 
filled  with  them  in  the  constant  progress  of  science  and  art  and 
mechanics.  Elderly  men  remember  when  there  were  no  matches, 
steel  pens,  spool  cotton  or  wood  screws;  when  spectacles  were  con- 
sidered an  affectation,  and  opera  glasses  an  impertinence,  hooted 
out  of  a  theatre;  when  gas  was  an  outrage  on  daylight  and  whale 
oil,  and  railroads  an  insult  to  common  sense  and  horseflesh. 

The  most  astounding  of  the  latter-day  surprises  have  been  the 
bountiful  gifts  of  the  unknown,  but  most  beneficent  and  prolific 
force  we  call  electricity.  To  be  sure  it  was  captured  by  our  own 
Ben  Franklin  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  but  it  continued 
in  its  condition  of  primordial  wildness  until  Prof.  Morse,  in  com- 
paratively modern  years,  succeeded  in  taming  it  and  harnessing 
it  to  the  Progress  of  the  age.  In  these  latter  days,  although  it 
occasionally  visits  us  with  the  old-time  ferocity,  when  excited  by 
tropical  weather,  it  has  become  very  tractable,  helping  us  to  talk 
and  listen  over  the  continent  and  under  the  sea,  to  transcriptions 
of  speech  and  sound  for  future  use,  to  give  health  to  the  sick 
and  power  to  our  energies,  and  now  is  gently  invading  our  house- 
holds to  add  to  our  security  and  comfort. 

One  of  the  most  delightful  of  the  minor  accessories  it  furnishes 
to  the  household  is  the  newly-invented  * 'Electric  Lighter."  This 
is  a  beautiful  ornament  for  the  parlor,  dining-room  or  chamber, 
always  instantly  responsive  to  a  call-  for  light  and  of  valuable 
service  in  other  ways  to  the  family. 

It  is  operated  by  pressing  the  little  button  seen  at  the  top  of 
the  center  rod,  when  the  light  instantly  appears  at  the  opening 
under  the  ornament  upon  the  upper  band.  It  is  made  of  highly 
polished  nickel  plate,  is  but  six  inches  high  and  occupies  only 
six  square  inches  on  the  table  or  mantel.  Its  construction  is  so 
Eimple  it  can  be  readily  taken  to  pieces  and  as  easily  readjusted 
to  working  order.  It  needs  no  wires  or  connections,  the  current 
of  electricity  being  generated  by  chemical  action  within  the  cyl- 
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iiider.  It  is  perfectly  safe,  always  secure,  and  a  child  can  oper- 
ate it. 

The  material  used  in  the  battery  is  sold  by  every  druggist, 
and  a  charge  costing  but  ten  cents  is  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  con- 
stant service  for  thirty  to  sixty  days.  With  usual  care  it  will 
last  a  lifetime,  and  if  it  should  become  disabled  by  an  unfor> 
tuuate  tumble,  any  damaged  part  can  be  replaced  at  trifling  ex- 
pense. Its  construction  is  so  handsome  and  ornamental  it  will 
readily  find  its  place  among  the  bric-a-brac  of  the  choicest  apart- 
ments and  is  easily  portable  from  room  to  room. 

It  will  be  found  a  most  desirable  companion  for  the  merchant 
or  lawyer  in  his  office,  the  professional  man  in  his  study,  the 
student  in  his  lodgings,  as  well  as  the  housewife,  and  its  neat- 
ness and  quick  responsiveness  will  commend  it  to  all. 

It  is  manufactured  and  sold  by  the  Barr  Electric  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  at  Nos  17  and  19  Broadway,  New  York.  The  price  is 
five  dollars,  a  veritable  trifle  when  its  beauty  and  service  are 
considered. 

Though  originally  designed  simply  for  a  lighter,  it  has  been 
found  practicable  to  add  several  useful  accessories.  A  Medical 
Coil  with  hand  electrodes  can  be  readily  attached,  by  which 
either  gentle  or  sharp  electric  shocks  can  be  given  to  a  member 
of  the  family  aflHicted  with  Nervous  Affections,  Rheumatism, 
Neuralgia,  Lumbago,  Sciatica,  Headache,  etc.  This  attachment 
can  also  be  connected  by  wire  to  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
house,  thus  providing  the  homestead  with  a  complete  and  per- 
fectly reliable  electric  burglar  alarm,  or  if  in  a  city,  it  can  be 
connected  with  a  street  wire  to  the  nearest  police  station.  The 
price  of  the  medical  coil  is  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Another  adjunct  is  the  call  bell,  which  is  also  easily  adjustable 
and  operated  by  pushing  down  the  central  rod,  as  in  a  dinner- 
table  or  call  bell.  ,  The  price  of  this  with  one  hundred  feet  of 
wire,  is  but  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 

The  merits  of  this  novel  invention  cannot  be  properly  described 
in  a  newspaper  article.  It  needs  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Its 
beauty,  quick  service  and  simplicity  of  construction  make  it  an 
instant  favorite. 

Already  several  of  our  large  jobbing  houses  have  added  it  to 
their  notion  stock,  and  as  soon  as  it  reaches  the  retailer  it  will 
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prove  a  ** quick  seller,*'  For  a  novel  and  inexpensive  present* 
from  *'Pa  to  Ma,*'  or  to  a  bachelor  friend,  it  has  no  superior  in 
the  market.  Retailers  who  carry  a  notion  department  should 
send  to  the  company  for  circulars  and  prices.  We  are  convinced 
the  Electric  Lighter  will  find  ready  and  constantly  increasing 
sale  in  every  section  of  the  country. — Dry  GoocU  Ckronicle, 


Catarrhal  Affections. — An  excellent  and  disinfecting 
solution  for  free  use  in  the  nasal  cavities,  by  means  of  the  spray 
apparatus,  douche  or  syringe,  is  prepared  as  follows: 

B     Acidi  Boracici 51 

8odIi  Boras ^i 

Sodii  Chloridi Jsfl 

Listerine ,^ii 

Aquae  Purse Jvi     ^^. 


Chronic  Rhinitih. — In  the  remedial  treatment,  the  follow- 
ing has  proven  of  service,  used  with  the  atomizer  twice  or  thrice 
daily.  If  used  as  a  douche,  dilute  with  two  or  three  parts  water. 
Note: — The  Iodine  is  decolorize^  in  preparation,  a  clear  solu- 
tion of  light  amber  color  resulting: 

^       B     Sodii  Boras 388 

Sodii  Bicarb ^i 

Aquop  Purie 3  ii 

Disolve  and  add 

Acid  Carboi grs.  xv 

Tr.  lodi ^iii 

Lisierine q.  s.  ft  ^vi     M. 


•'Aborted  the  Usual  Chordee." — One  of  our  contributors 
lately  told  us  of  a  case  in  which  five  grains  of  Antikamnia, 
taken  at  bed-time,  aborted  the  usual  chordee.  On  a  subsequent 
uight  it  returned  slightly,  but  upon  the  patient's  taking  another 
five-grain  powder  it  promptly  left  him. — Editor  Medical  and  Stir- 
giecU  Journal,  Augmt,  1891. 
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A  JiTDiciAL  Dkcirion  IN  Rkoari)  TO  Bromidia.  —  In  the 
Uuit«il  States  Circuit  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Louisi- 
aua,  in  the  case  of  Battle  &  Ci>.  vs.  Fiulay  &  Bruusiiig,  Hon. 
EtI.  C.  Billiuga  presiding,  it  was  decided  April  2S,  1«92,  "thai 
complainant  has  an  established  property  right  in  the  wonl  'Bru- 
inidia,'  as  a  trade-mark  applied  to  a  certain  tiqnid  medical  prep- 
aration mentioned  in  the  hill  of  complaint  herein,  and  that 
defendants  have  infringed  the  rights  of  complainant  in  the  iiaid 
trade-mark.  That  the  injunction  i«tucd  pendente  lite  he  main- 
tained, and  the  defendants,  their  clerks,  servants,  and  employes 
be  restrained  and  prohibited  from  printing,  affixing,  or  using  the 
word  'Bromidia,'  or  any  imitation  thereof,  on  the  label  of  any 
medicinal  or  chemical  [ireitaration ,  or  applying  the  name  or  title 
'Bromidia'  to  any  medicinal  or  chemical  |ireparation,  and  from 
otTering  for  sale  or  giviii}>  away  any  Ixiltles  or  packages  marked 
with  said  worl^  'Bromidia,'  or  any  imitation  thereof,  other  than 
the  preparation  manufactured  and  labeled  by  the  complainant; 
and  that  they  be  ordered  an<l  decreed  to  pay  lo  coniplaiiiaiit  the 
profits  of  all  such  sales  made  by  them  fof  their  own  nianufticture||, 
and  all  cmts  of  this  suit." 


An  Istkukstixh  Cahk. — Sir,  J V ,  a  young    man, 

21  years  of  ago,  was  first  seen  July  !>,  1891.  Had  heen  for 
eight  numths  under  treatment  for  Hyphilis,  and  all  the  whije 
growing  worse.  Was  verj'  nnich  prostrated,  and  was  suffering 
with  an  immense  abscess  un  the  outer  {Kiriiou  of  the  upper  third 
of  the  left  thigh;  also,  one  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck-  Had, 
moreover,  a  large  tumor  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  and  a  still 
larger  one  oti  the  hack,  both  teudiug,  of  course,  U>  suppuration. 
Prescribed  Verrhus  Clemiana,  two  teaspoonsful  four  times  a  day, 
to  he  increased  in  two  weeks  to  four  teaspoonfuls. 

At  the  expiration  of  two  weeks  the  abscess  on  thigh  was  dis- 
charging profusely,  general  appearance  of  patient  improved,  and 
he  reported  himself  as  feeling  much  better.     Ordered  the  dose 

" ""  ""  ---"--"-•,  six  teaspoonsful,  four  times  dpily. 

of  six  weeks  the  abscess  on  thigh  was  still 
he  one  on  neck  scarcely  at  all.  Ordered 
medicine  for  a  week,  during  which  time 
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the  discharge  from  abscess  on  thigh  diminished  preceptibly;  the 
one  on  neck  ceased  entirely.  On  resuming  the  medicine,  the 
discharges  from  both  abscesses  became  again  profuse,  and  so  con- 
tinued for  about  two  weeks  longer,  when  it  began  to  subside; 
the  tumors  began  to  diminish  in  size,  and  in  four  months  from 
the  time  the  treatment  was  commenced,  all  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
ease had  disappeared.  Advised  him,  however,  to  continue  the 
medicine  a  few  months  longer. — J,  Emineit  BlaekBheat,  M,I),y 
Macon,  Ga. 


A  New  Preparation  op  Iron,  a  SPEOiPir  for  Anaemia. — 
Keynold  W.  Wilcox,  A.M.,  M.D.,  professor  of  clinical  medicine 
in  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  School  and  Hospital,  read  a 
scholary  paper  entitled,  '^Ansemia,  its  Treatment  with  a  New* 
Preparation  of  Iron,"  before  the  Section  in  General  Medicine  of 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  April  19, 1892,  which  was 
published  in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  May  7,  1892. 

The  author  reports  the  clinical  history  of  twelve  cases  of 
anaemia  which  he  has  treated  with  the  most  gratifying  success  by 
Weld's  Syrup  of  Chloride  of  Iron  [Parke,  Davis  &  Co.*s] 

The  conclusions  of  Dr.  Wilson  are  : 

In  anoemia  iron  is  by  far  the  best  remedy. 

Of  all  preparation  the  Tincture  of  Iron  Chloride  is  most  val- 
uable. 

The  official  tincture  is  objectionable  in  that 'it  excites  nausea, 
disgust  and  vomiting,  stains  and  destroys  the  teeth. 

These  disadvantages  are  obviated  in  Weld's  Syrup  of  Chloride 
of  Iron. 

In  removing  these  disadvantages  its  therapeutic  efficacy  is  not 
in  any  way  impaired. 


Elixir  op  Three  Chlorides. — In  regard  to  the  Elixir  of 
Three  Clorides,  I  am  glad  that  I  can  conscientiously  and  heartily 
endorse  it.  As  an  ''alterative  tonic"  the  combination  is  a  most 
liappy  one.  Its  stability,  beautiful  appearance,  and  pleasant 
taste  are  triumphs  in  pharmacy,  and  its  therapeutic  virtues  are 
80  scientifically  blended  that  the  intelligent  physician  need  only 
read  the  formula  to  prescribe  it. —  W,  Taylor  Edmunds,  M.D, 
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Examination  Questions. — Among  the  many  recent  develop- 
ments of  our  friends,  the  belly-rippers,  may  be  mentioned  the 
two  following  interrogatories  to  be  propounded  in  future  green- 
room examinations: 

"Give  the  diagnosis  of  abdominal  affections. " 

"If  the  patient  is  a  male,  he  has  appendicitis;  if  a  female, 
pyosalpinx.** 

"  What  is  the  indication  for  abdominal  section  ?'' 

"The  ability  to  pay  a  satisfactory  fe«.'* 


The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  will  hold  its  eight- 
eenth annual  session  at  Cincinnati,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 
Friday,  October  12,  13,  and  14,  1892.  A  large  attendance  and 
a  valuable  programme  are  expected.  Chas.  A.  L.  Reed,  M.D., 
President,  Cincinnati;  E.  S.  McKee,  M.D.,  Secretary,  Cin- 
cinnati. 


Have  used  Peacock's  Bromides  in  my  practice  for  some  time, 
and  I  would  not  like  to  be  without  it — in  fact,  I  do  not  know  of 
any  thing  that  would  take  its  place  in  nervous  ccmditions. — J. 
T,  Kilburii,  M.D.,  Trufant,  Mich. 


niews  and  Mook  Maiices. 


a  Text-book  of  the  Practice  of  MEDicrNE.  For  the  Use  of  Students 
and  Practitioners.  By  R.  C.  M.  Page,  M.D.,  Professor  of  General 
Medicine  and  Diseases  of  the  Chest  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic;  Visit- 
ing Physician  to  Randall's  Island  Hospital,  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital, 
the  Polyclinic  Hospital,  and  the  Northwestern  Dispensary;  Author  of 
"Chart  of  Physical  Signs  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest;"  "A  Hand-book 
of  Physical  Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Chest,"  etc.  8vo,  cloth,  pp* 
568.     New  York :  William  Wood  A  Co.,  Publishers.     1892. 

Dr.  Page  in  his  preface  states  that  the  object  of  this  work  is 
^'to  facilitate  clinical  instruction,  and  enable  both  student  and 
physician  to  obtain  in  brief  the  most  practical  as  well  as  scien- 
tific view  of  the  various  subjects  treated  of  in  a  work  on  medi- 
cine." 


.'i&^Jtf.V.i 


i 
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While  this  work  is  not  so  condensed  as  to  make  it  imperfect 
and  offer  a  mere  suggestion  or  smattering  of  the  important  facts 
pertaining  to  practical  medicine,  it  is  quite  concise;  and  while 
the  chief  points  pertaining  to  pathology  and  treatment  are  given, 
with  special  stress  laid  upon  the  latter,  both  practitioner  and  stu- 
dent will  find  it  especially  valuable. 

Smaller  type  is  used  than  in-  most  works  on  practice,  yet  the 
fine  paper  and  clearness  of  print  render  this  feature  commend- 
able, as  the  work  is  brought  into  smaller  space,  and  it  is  not  so 
cumbersome  or  unwieldly,  whether  for  use  as  a  work  of  reference 
for  the  experienced  and  busy  practitioner,  or  a  vade  mecum  for 
the  neophyte. 

We  feel  confident  in  asserting  that  it  will  only  need  to  be  seen 
in  the  coming  years  to  make  its  brilliant  crimson  binding  an 
e very-day  sight  in  the  most  of  our  medical  colleges.  It  will 
prove  a  valuable  adjuvant  to  both  the  clinical  and  didactic 
teacher. 

Trbatisr  on   Oyn-ecology,  Mepical  and  Surgical.    By  S.  Pozzi, 
M.D.,   Prnfessor   Agrege   a  la   Faculte  de   Medicine ;   Ohirurgien  de 
THoBpitai  Lourcine-Pascal,  Paris;  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  American 
Gynsecological  Society.     Translated  from  the  French  edition  under  the 
supervision  of,  and  with  additions  by,  Brooks  H.  VVkli^,  M.D.,  Lec- 
turer on  Gynaecology  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic ;  Fellow  of  the  New 
York  Obstetrical  Society  and  the  New  York  Academy  of.Medicine.     Vol. 
II.     With  174  wood  engravings  and  9  full-page  plates  in  colors,  pp. 
583.     New  York :  William  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers.     1892. 
In  our  March  number  we  had  occasion  to  call  attention  to  the 
first  volume  of  this  excellent  addition  to  gynaecological  litera- 
ture— the  second  volume  being  now  before  us  in  like  handsome 
garb— the  letter-press,  paper,  binding,  and  illustrations,  both  on 
wood  and  beautifully -colored  plates,  being  most  perfect  speci- 
mens of  the  book-maker's  art. 

While  the  author  with  a  patriotism  that  is  natural  and  com- 
mendable takes  considerable  pains  to  show  how  much  his  fellow- 
countrymen  of  ** la  belle  France"  have  done  for  gynsecological 
science,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  French  literature  on  this  sub- 
ject has  never  reached  that  degree  of  progress  accomplished  by 
German,  English,  or  American  authors.  Granted  that  many  of 
the  instruments  and  operations  of  modern  gynaecology  were  first 
suggested  by  French  teachers  and  operators,  among  which  may 
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be  raentioned  the  speculum,  the  curette,  the  uterine  sound,  bi- 
manual examination,  vaginal  hysterectomy,  the  operation  for 
veslco- vaginal  fistula,  it  is  unquestionable  that  their  full  value, 
improvement,  and  now  almost  perfect  development  are  due  to 
the  observations  and  progress  of  investigators  of  other  nation- 
alities, among  whom  American  authors  by  no  means  occupy  a 
back  seat. 

The  second  volume  of  this  work  considers  in  a  very  full  and 
complete  manner  the  following  important  subjects:  Inflammation 
of  the  Uterine  Anexa;  Neoplasms  of  the  Uterine  Adnexa  and 
Ligaments;  Genital  Tuberculosis,  Intra  and  Extra-peritoneal 
Hsematocele,  Extra-uterine  Pregnancy;  Diseases  of  the  Vagina; 
Diseases  of  the  Vulva;  Malformations  of  the  Genital  Organs; 
and  Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Tract,  Rectum,  and  Pelvis. 

The  various  operatious  and  surgical  procedures  for  the  relief 
of  different  forms  of  tubal  disease,  tubal  pregnancy,  ovarian  dis- 
ease and  tumors,  lacerated  perineum,  vesico-vaginal  fistula,  rec- 
tocele,  ojrstocele,  etc.,  are  graphically  and  lucidly  described,  and 
the  text  fully  illustrated  by  both  wood  engravings  and  colored 
plates. 

Any  one  making  any  pretensions  whatever  as  a  gynaecologist 
or  abdominal  surgeon  cannot  do  better  than  to  add  Professor 
Pozzi's  work  to  his  library  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 
To  the  general  practitioner  it  will  afford  a  vast  amount  of  valu- 
able instruction,  and  while  rather  voluminous  for  the  medical 
student,  he  will  be  amply  repaid  for  the  time  devoted  to  its  cor- 
rect and  practical  teachings. 

The  Use  op  Water  in  Modern  Medicine.  By  Simon  Baruch,  M,D., 
Attending  Physician  to  the  Manhattan  General  Hospital  and  New  York 
Juvenile  Asylum;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Muntefiore  Home  for 
Chronic  Invalids,  etc:  12mo,  pp.  115.  Vol.  I.  (Physician's  Leisure 
Library  Series.)  Price,  25  cents.  George  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit, 
Mich.    1892. 

The  three  chapters  of  this  number  (»f  this  popular  series  of 
cheap  but  useful  publications  are  devoted  to:  I.  Definition  and 
History  of  Hydrotherapy;  II.  Mode  of  Action;  III.  Technique 
and  Clinical  Application.  The  entire  subject  is  presented  from 
a  clinical  stand-point. 


•  The  Southern  Practitioneh 

AN  INDEPENDENT  MONTHLY  JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED  TO  MEDICINE  AND'SURGERY. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  ONE  DOLLAR  PER  YEAR. 
DEEBINQ  jr.  ROBERTS,  M.D:,         -         -         EdUor  and  Proprietor. 

Vol.  XIV.  NASHVILLE,  JULY,  1892.  No.  7. 


0iligittHl  Communications. 


PHLEGMASIA  ALBA  DOLENS.* 


BY   JAMES   B.    STEPHENS,  M.D.,  OP   NASHVILLE,  TENN. 


In  treating  the  subject  of  phlegmasia  alba  dolens,  we  will  con- 
fine our  remarks  to  the  disease  in  the  puerperal,  state.  Under 
various  synonyms  it  has  Jong  attracted  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

The  first  symptom  to  attract  attention,  which  usually  occurs 
about  the  second  week,  is  pain,  more  or  less  severe,  in  some  part 
of  the  limb  about  to  be  affected;  generally  in  the  neighborhood 
of,  or  along  the  course  of  a  venous  trunk.  It  may,  however, 
begin  in  the  groin,  hip  or  pelvis  and  extend  downward;  or,  it 
may  commence  in  the  calf  and  extend  upward.  The  affected 
parts  present  a  shiny,  white  appearance,  and,  during  the  active 
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aae  do  not  yield  to  or  pit  ou  pressure.  Fre- 
le  venous  trunks  in  the  affected  limb  are  bard 
3  finger,  the  reault  of  being  obstructed  with  co- 
5  may  be  attacked,  but  more  often  the  left  one 
and  aubaequeutly  after  the  abatement  of  the 
le  right  leg  frequently  becomes  affected.  The 
lly  preceded  several  days  by  more  or  less  rest- 
xisition  without  any  apparent  assignable  cause, 
red  in  by  a  distinct  rigor,  followed  by  a  rapid 
id  high  temperature.  The  active  stage  geuer- 
Ikn  days,  after  which  the  pain,  tension  and 
abate,  and  al>sorption  commences.  Couvales- 
V,  and  too  early  attempts  at  walking  are  liable 
pse  and  fresh  B\^lling  of  the  limb.  Often  the 
:s  its  former  size. 

ven  briefly  the  leading  symptoms  and  usual 
ease,  but  it  does  not  always  run  so  smoothly. 
he  case  is  apparently  progressing  favorably,  all 
jlism  of  the  pulmonary  arlery  may  occur,  and 
low.  Other  sequelae  may  develope,  as  peraisC- 
e  limb,  increased  by  atmospheric  changes, 
a  of  the  ankles.  Sometimes  the  limb  is  defi- 
'  power,  and  occasionally  troublesome  ulcers 

ries  touching  the  causative  agencies  have  been 
:t  no  satisfactory  conclusion  has  been  reached- 
that  I  should  detail  all  the  theories,  many  of 
■d  to  be  considered,  others,  while  they  are  un- 
,  suggest  thoughts  that  may  lead  future  path- 
conclusions. 

ees,  and  some  others,  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
flammatiou  of  all  the  tissues.  Dr.  Davis,  pro- 
ry  in  University  College,  London,  in  1823, 
overy,  that,  in  making  post-mortem  examina- 
e,  he  found  the  femoral  and  iliac  veins  filled 
This  was  soon  after  confirmed  by  Bonillaud 
om  this  discovery  resulted  the  doctrine  of  cm- 
little  later  on  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  of  London,  con- 
ease  is  primarily  a  uterine  phlebitis,  commenc- 
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ing  in  the  uterine  branches  of  the  hypogastric  veins  and  8ubse> 
quently  propagated  to  the  iliac  and  femoral  trunks  of  the  affected 
limb.  Still  later,  Andral,  and  others,  demonstrated  that  there 
exists  in  pregnancy  an  excess  of  fi brine  and  serum,  and  a  defici- 
ency of  red  corpuscles  in  the  blood,  which  they  termed  hyperi- 
nosis.  Still  later,  M.  Harvieux  concluded  that  the  disease  is  a 
phlebitis  of  the  crural  veins  and  its  branches,  excited  by  puerpe- 
ral toxemia.  Ou  the  other  hand,  Fordyce  Barker  says:  **We 
may  have  fully  developed  phlebitis  of  the  crural  vein  and  its 
branches  without  phlegmasia  dolens,  though,  he  says,  they  may 
occur  together,  but  that  each  may  occur  without  tbe  other. 

Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  says:  ''Phlegmasia  dolens  does  not  arise 
from  phlebitis  properly,  but  is  immediately  due  to  obstruction  of 
the  veins  by  coagulated  blood,  and  that  phlebitis  is  a  secondary 
consequence,  and  that  this  coagulation  may  depend  on  one  of  two 
causes,  viz. :  either,  first,  some  morbid  alteration  in  the  blood 
tending  to  its  coagulation;  or,  second,  to  some  morbid  condition 
in  the  lining  membrane  of  the  veins. 

Dr.  Tilbury  Fox  objects  to  the  theory  of  Simpson,  and  others, 
of  his*  way  of  thinking,  and  explains  the  phenomena  of  phleg- 
masia dolens  by  the  theory  of  lymphatic  thrombosis,  and  that 
obstruction  of  the  main  lymphatic  channels  alone  is  capable  of 
giving  rise  to  white  leg. 

Dr.  Fordyce  Barker,  after  reviewing  the  subject,  says:  **We 
are  still  as  ignorant  of  its  real  pathology  as  we  are  of  rheuma- 
tism and  many  other  diseases. "  Still  later,  Dr.  Play  fair  says: 
* 'That  ^  we  are  not  to  conclude  that  Dr.  Fox's  speculations  are 
incorrect,  that  there  is  a  probability  that  some  morbid  state  of 
the  blood  which  produces  thrombosis  in  the  veins  may  produce 
such  an  irritation  in  the  lymphatics  as  may  interfere  with  their 
functions  and  obstruct  them  altogether,  but  that  the  essential 
point  in  the  pathology  of  the  disease  seems  to  be  thrombosis  in 
the  veins.*'  Let  us  see  if  we  can  by  "bunching,*'  as  it  were,  all 
these  theories  together  formulate  a  theory  (however  speculative 
it  may  be),  that  may  throw  some  light  on  the  subject,  by  utilizing 
at  least  a  part  of  all  the  various  theories  that  have  heretofore 
been  advanced,  and  at  the  same  time  appropriating  a  little  mod- 
ern pathology. 

The  disease  is  comparatively  one  of  history,  being  seldom  met 
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with  of  late  years,  especially  since  the  adoption  of  aseptic  mid- 
wifery, and  this  is  a  pointer.  Among  the  predisposing  causes 
the  first  is  pregnancy  with  its  blood  changes;  next,  the  improper 
return  of  blood  from  the  lower  extremities,  consequent  upon  the 
pressure  on  the  iliac  veins  by  the  gravid  uterus,  resulting  in  dil- 
atation and  obliteration  of  the  valves  of  the  large  venous  trunks 
and  varicosity  of  the  superficial  veins.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
this  extensive,  prolonged  and  persistent  stretching  of  the  veins 
may  result  in  an  irritation  to  the  extent  that  subacute  inflamma- 
tion, hyperplasia,  and  a  roughened  condition  of  the  endothelium 
may  occur  even  before  parturition.  After  parturition,  some 
time  is  required  for  the  veins  to  resume  their  normal  calibre  and 
an  eddy,  as  it  were,  exists.  This  idea  is  strengthened  by  the 
thought  that  phlegmasia  alba  dolens  affects  the  lower  limbs, 
whose  venous  circulation  has  been  interf erred  with,  and  not  the 
upper  half  of  the  body  where  no  such  interference  has  existed. 
The  roughened,  uneven  or  irregular  surface  of  the  endothelium 
forms  a  proper  lodgment  for  the  hematoblast  or  third  corpuscle 
of  the  blood,  and  a  nucleus  for  a  venous  thrombus  is  formed. 

Eberth  and  Schimmelbusch  say  that  the  third  corpusde  pos- 
sesses the  peculiar  property  of  adhering  to  any  foreign  body  or 
irregularity  of  surface  of  the  intima  of  the  blood  vessels.  The 
same  authors  say  (Senn's  System  of  Surgery,  p.  344)  that  when 
a  vessel  is  injured — as  by  tying  a  ligature  around  it  and  after- 
wards removing  it — that  these  minute  blood  discs  manifest  a 
peculiar  tendency  to  adhere  to  the  injured  part  of  the  tunica 
intima  and  to  each  other,  forming  a  white  mural  thrombus.  This 
process  these  authors  call  conglutination. 

Why  should  not  the  same  process  take  place  in  the  endothe- 
lial lining  of  the  veins? 

Dr.  Senn,  in  his  System  of  Surgerj',  says:  **The  third  cor- 
puscle is  a  fibrin-producing  structure,  and  as  such  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  formation  and  growth  of  intra- vascular  blood  clots, 
and  the  white  mural  thrombus  produced  intra- vitam  is  composed 
almost  exclusively  of  this  element  of  the  blood;  that  if  from  a 
trauma  or  disease  the  endothelial  lining  of  a  blood  vessel  is  in- 
jured, and  the  smooth  surface  becomes  uneven,  the  third  cor- 
puscles floating  in  the  peripheral  portion  of  the  axial  current 
comes  in  contact  with  the  projecting  points  and  are  arrested>  and 
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become  attached  to  the  vessel  wall,  layer  after  layer  is  added, 
and  in  this  way  a  mural  thrombus  is  formed." 

We  assume,  then,  that  phlebitis  in  a  mild  form  exists,  often  so 
mild  as  to  escape  notice,  and  that  conglutination  of  hsematoblast 
may  likewise  occur  and  passolf  unnoticed,  unless  puerperal,  septic, 
or  purulent  infection  of  the  general  blood  current  takes  place, 
and  the  pathogenic  microbes  are  brought  in  relation  to,  and  mul- 
tiply in,  the  thrombus  and  produce  their  pathogenic  effect,  and 
the  thrombus  becomes  an  infected  thrombus.  With  the  increase 
of  the  intra-venous  infection  coagulation  is  hastened,  and  a  red 
thrombus  fills  the  entire  lumen  of  the  vein.  The  lumen  of  the 
vein  being  completely  obstructed,  the  thrombus  increases  in  size 
in  both  directions,  layer  after  layer  being  added  to  the  thrombus. 
The  contact  of  the  infected  thrombus  with  the  vein  lights  up 
active  in flamnrntion  in  the  vein,  with  its  train  of  symptoms. 

Dr.  Senn  says  a  venous  thrombus  in  a  pyemic  patient  is  only 
loosely  attached  to  the  vein  wall,  as  the  pus  microbes  transform 
the  white  corpuscles  which  remain  after  coagulation  has  occurred 
into  pus  corpuscles,  and  in  this  manner  softening  and  disinte- 
gration of  the  thrombus  is  accomplished,  and  it  is  at  this  stage 
that  fragments  from  the  proximal  side  are  liable  to  become  de- 
tached and  carried  away  by  the  venous  current  as  emboli. 

I  repeat,  then,  that  the  conditions  favoring  the  development 
of  the  disease'  under  consideration  are  the  dilated  condition  of 
the  veins  in  the  lower  extremities  in  consequence  of  long-con- 
tinued pressure  above,  resulting  in  an  unevep  and  roughened 
condition  of  their  endothelial  lining,  and  the  conglutination  of 
the  third  corpuscle  of  the  blood,  which  corpuscle  Hayem  says  is 
forty  times  more  numerous  in  man  than  the  leucocytes,  and 
twenty  times  more  numerous  than  the  red  corpuscles,  and  which 
are  themselves  fibrin-producing  structures.  Often,  no  doubt, 
this  condition  exists  latent  and  unnoticed,  until  farther  developed 
by  systemic,  septic,  or  septico-pyemic  infection,  which  acts  as  an 
exciting  cause  in  producing  in  the  limb  a  localized  sepsis.  The 
infected  thrombus,  after  being  thus  formed  and  filling  the  lumen 
of  the  vein,  excites  active  phlebitis.  We  argue,  then,  that,  in- 
asmuch as  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  phlebitis  and  thrombosis, 
either  one  or  both,  may  exist  without  developing  phlegmasia 
dolens,  some  other  cause  or  causes  must  coexist,  and  that  the 
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exciting  cause  is  microbic  iu  character,  and  that  the  usoal 
source  of  sepsis  is  in  the  genitalia.  The  lymphatics  also  be- 
come infected,  resulting  in  thrombosis  and  obstruction  to  the 
lymphatic  channels,  and  to  this  obstruction  is  due  the  whitish 
appearance  of  the  leg.  The  whiteness,  swelling,  and  tension 
are  added  to  by  the  obstruction  iu  the  veins,  and  the  circulation 
is  accomplished  with  so  much  difficulty  as  to  favor  the  exudation 
of  wandering  leucocytes,  which  are  said  to  have  intrinsic  power 
of  locomotion  or  amoeboid  movement,  by  virtue  of  which  move- 
ment they  move  from  place  to  place  independent  of  the  blood 
current,  and  like  a  caged  bird  are  always  seeking  an  opportunity 
to  escape.     Such  au  opportunity  is  afforded  in  this  instance. 

It  may  be  urged  as  an  objection  that  there  is  not  enough  con- 
stitutional disturbance  to  justify  the  opinion  ^f  the  existence  of 
septic  infection.  In  answer  to  this  objection,  I  would  say  that 
the  septic  infection  is  not  so  generalized  as  ordinary  puerperal 
septicsemia,  and  that  the  return  of  the  blood  from  the  affected  < 
limb  is  measurably  cut  off  by  thrombi  in  the  femoral  or  pelvic 
veins,  and  is,  as  it  were,  filtered  into  the  vena  cava  ascendens, 
the  lymph  channels  of  the  affected  limb  being  likewise  obstructed. 
Again,  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  the  puerperal  woman  all 
the  depurative  channels  are  called  into  increased  activity  in 
order  to  carry  off  and  eliminate  from  the  system  all  effete  mat- 
ter thrown  into  the  circulation  in  consequence  of  degenerative 
changes.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  impurities  from  the 
affected  limb  filtered  so  gradually  into  the  general  circulation 
may  not  be  carried  off  with  other  effete  matter  as  fast  as  accu- 
mulated. 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  treatment,  we  must  remember 
that  we  are  not  treating  an  interstitial  inflammation;  that  heat, 
one  of  the  characteristics  of  inflammation,  is  absent. 

The  treatment  should  be  constitutional  and  local.  The  agents 
should  be  selected  .with  the  view  of  correcting  the  etiological 
factors  in  the  development  of  the  disease.  The  constitutional 
agents  should  consist  of  antiseptics,  eliminants  or  deobstruents, 
and  tonics.  Muriated  tincture  of  iron,  alternated  with  iodide 
of  potash,  meets  the  indications,  and  should  be  given.  The 
bowels  should  be  kept  open  with  saline  cathartics.  When  pain 
and  restlessness  demand  it,  an  anodyne  should  be  given,  prefer- 
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ably  hyoscyamus,  as  opiates  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the 
secretory  and  excretory  organs,  and  consequently  retard  elimina- 
tion. Intra-venous  injection  of  ammonia  has  been  recommended 
with  a  view  of  re-dissolving  the  clot.  Alcoholic  stimulants 
should  be  used  when  the  septic  infection  is  great.  The  diej; 
should  be  nourishing  and  sufficient  in  amount.  The  limb  should 
be  slightly  elevated,  and  either  flexed  or  not,  as  gives  most  ease 
and  comfort  to  the  patient.  The  limb  should  be  brushed  twice 
a  day  with  spirits  turpentine,  one  part,  and  tincture  iodine,  three 
parts.  Should  the  turpentine  be  too  irritating,  glycerine  may 
be  substituted.  Complications  should  be  met  by  appropriate 
treatment. 


ADDRESS  ON  GENERAL  MEDICINE.* 


BY   ALBERT   L.    GIHON,    A.M.,    M.D., 
Medical  Director  U.  S,  Army, 


In  accepting  the  invitation  to  fill  the  breach  caused  by  the 
illness  of  your  appointed  speaker  on  general  medicine,  I  can  but 
feel  that  I  have  imprudently  undertaken  a  weightier  task  than, 

at  the  time,  I  fully  realized.  The  very  flattering  terms  in  which 
the  appeal  was  conveyed  left  me  no  option  to  decline,  and  blinded 
me  to  the  responsibility  I  was  assuming  in  agreeing  to  address 
this  great  body  of  experts  in  medicine  on  vital  issues  involved 
in  the  address  expected.  Hence,  I  can  only  ask  your  indulgence 
for  my  shortcoming  in  begging  you,  who  lead  busy  lives,  to  re- 
flect how  impossible  it  is  to  do  in  a  few  short  days  what  is  right- 
fully the  careful,  deliberate  work  of  preparation  for  a  whole 
year.  What  I  say,  therefore,  shall  only  be  in  the  way  of  desul- 
tory comment  on  medicine  in  general,  instead  of  a  systematic 
digest  of  the  year's  achievements  in  the  practice  of  our  art. 

To  me  the  most  gratifying  outcome  of  the  year  is  not  the  an 
nouncement  of  new  therapeutic  means,  nor  the  publication  of 
nosological  novelties.     With  these  you  are  more  familiar  than  I 
am,  for  the  search-lights  of  the  medical  press  now  leave  no  dark 
corners  where  men  may  dig  and  delve  for  hidden  treasures,  with 

*  Delivered  at  the  meeting  of  The  American  Medical  Association,  at 
Detroit,  Michigan,  June  9,  1892. 
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ome  unexpected  day  to  startle  the  world  aud  bring  them 
id  fortuoe.     He  who  works  to-day  stands  in  an  amphi- 

with  the  whole  profession  looking  and  listening,  coo- 
l  or  commeuding,  through  their  accredited  represeuu- 
le  fraternity  of  medical  publicists  of  every  nation;  aud 

your  reporter  of  the  doings  of  the  year,  I  find  it  my 
;  duty  to  congratulate  the  profession  on  the  higher  stand- 
nedical  editorship  which  is  becoming  our.  national  cbai- 
c.  Fervid  ambition  still  impels  tyros  in  authorship  to 
tr  premature  offspring,  but  as  with  all  mnn's  progeny 
i  fittest  survive,  we  have  a  body  of  stalwart  adult  aud 

periodical  ist 3  in  friendly  concurrence.  If  there  be  auy 
iss«?hibly  who  have  not  studied  these  living  text-books  of 
nee  day  by  day  during  the  past  year,  how  idle  would  it 
ne  to  seek  to  cover  their  indifference  and  neglect  with  the 
of  a  twenty  .minute  random  rSsum^  of  a  few  prominent 
iices.  Perhaps  I  can  perform  part  at  least  of  the  duty 
I  upon  me  in  no  more  practical  way  than  by  seeking  to 

in  the  medical  body  politic  a  livelier  cousciousuess  of 
■  its  obligations  outside  the  routine  duty  of  the  general 
oner.  One  of  these  obligations  is  the  earnest  countenance 
tistautial  support  of  its  organs  of  intercommunication — 
■ely  by  subscribing  for  them,  but  by  contributing  to  them 
jlts  of  individual  observation,  experience,  and  research, 

may  profit  by  them.  Only  with  such  generous  and  gen- 
port  can  auy  medical  editor,  independently  and  impartially, 
waste-basket  with  the  crudities  and  spurious  offerings  that 
red  upon  him,  and  thus  become  the  censor  and  preceptor 
ss  assumes  to  be.     Eminent  distinction  in  medical,  as  io 

journalism,  is  the  reward  of  pronounced  merit.  Its  office 
3  the  highest  order  of  ability,  the  broadest  culture,  the 
range  of  information.  If  other  specialties  be  the  hands 
es  of  the  profession,  this  is  the  silent  thinking  braiu, 
n  the  vaulted  attic  away  from  active  participation  in  the 

affairs,  reflects  the  impulses  which  go  to  make  up  active 
tVithout  statistics  of  circulation,  I  am  confident  it  would 
id,  as  indicating  intellectual  progress  in  medicine,  that 
1  periodicals  are  more  widely  read  and  their  contents  more 
ly  scrutinized,  while  their  editorial  leaders,  notes,  and 
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criticisms  are  more  independent,  fearleps,  and  unbiased.  It  is 
enough  to  enter  a  physician's  office  and  scan  the  periodicals  (for 
there  should  be  more  than  one)  upon  his  table  to  judge  his  own 
mental  and  professional  development. 

But  if  a  higher  order  and  wider  circulation  of  current  medical 
literature  be  indicative  of  the  better  self -instruction  of  the  adult 
practitioner,  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  an- 
other sign  of  the  medical  progress  of  the  day  in  the  reform  of 
the  system  of  scholastic  education  of  the  young  entrants  in  thfe 
profession .  It  is  not  necessary  to  detail  here  what  has  been  done 
in  this  direction.  The  medical  press  has  fully  recorded,  while  it 
has  advocated  and  encouraged,  the  advance  from  the  old  two  full 
courses,  dove-tailed  Avith  nominal  three  years'  office  instruction, 
of  our  early  days  to  the  splendid  system  that  finds  it  fullest  ex- 
pansion in  this  current  yetfr.  A  minimum  of  three  full  cour&es, 
in  many  schools  four,  and  these  consequent  upon  prerequisite 
academic  or  collegiate  tuition,  expressed  in  one  university  in  no 
unmistakable  terms,  as  six  years  of  continuous  college  tuition  for 
the  intending  physician,  is  a  prouder  achievement  in  medicine 
of  this  year  1892  than  all  the  additions  to  its  pharmacopoeia  or 
all  the  refinements  of  its  therapeutic  theories.  The  seven  grave 
and  reverend  professors  of  our  school  days  sit  still  enthroned  on 
their  several  chairs,  but  on  loftier  eminence's,  for  surrounding 
each  are  other  seven  and  more  to  aid  them  in  the  tasks  which 
have  outgrown  their  own  individual  capacities.  College  facul- 
ties have  grown  apace  with  medicine  —  and  twenty,  forty,  sixty, 
more  than  a  hundred  busy  teachers  stand  ready  to  fill  with  oil 
the  lamps  of  those  who  would  see  far  into  the  mystery  of  this 
human  existence.  All  the  schools  have  not  gone  thus  far,  nor 
are  all  the  periodicals  such  grand  exemplars  as  make  their  own 
abilities  the  sole  measure  of  what  is  fit  or  unfit,  but  there  are 
enough  of  these  great  beacon-lights  in  the  north  and  east,  at  the 
fountain-heads  of  our  science  at  the  metropolis  and  at  that  old 
Quaker  City  where  medicine  was  early  dignified — in  the  west  and 
at  the  farthest  south — to  attract  within  the  glory  of  their  bright- 
ness all  whom  it  were  worth  attracting.  A  few  years  more  and 
it  shall  come  to  be  an  opprobrium  not  to  have  been  a  graduate  of 
these  real  schools  of  medicine.  That  this  fulfillment  mav  be 
hastene'd,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  member  of  this  body — 
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which  should  be  every  member  of  the  profession — by  reason  of 
his  own  lack  of  early  opportunities — by  the  years  he  has  had  to 
sacrifice  to  accomplish  what  he  may  have  done,  and  often  super- 
latively well  done — by  his  own  comprehension  of  the  sublime 
greatness  of  this  unrivaled  science  of  medicine,  in  which,  how- 
ever  old  we  may  be,  we  can  have  traveled  but  a  little  way,  to 
bear  testimony  of  his  appreciation  of  the  increasing  immensity  of 
the  task  devolving  upon  those  who  succeed  us,  and  to  guide  these 
successors  of  ours  where  the  light  is  brightest,  the  road  broadest, 
and  the  far  off  end  ever  clear  in  view.  He  shall  serve  medicine 
best  who  shall  see  that  the  young  laborer  is  best  equipped  for 
his  life-work  by  natural  aptitude,  by  proper  preliminary  train- 
ing, and  by  a  thorough  understanding,  that  light  and  wide  and 
straight  as  the  way  may  be  made^  it  is  long,  toilsome,  and  up- 
Inll  before  the  highest  eminence  be  reUched — beyond  which  still 
the  overhanging  firmament  ever  defies  approach. 

But  a  medical  man  has  not  done  all  his  duty  in  supporting, 
contributing  to,  and  digesting  one  or  more  medical  periodicals, 
however  able  and  meritorious,  and  in  advocating  schemes  of 
higher  medical  education.  The  physician  ought  not  to  isolate 
himself  from  active  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the  commu- 
nity'in  which  he  lives,  nor  of  the  guild  to  which  he  belongs. 
He  should  raanifes't  his  pride  in  his  vocation  by  encouraging  the 
congregation  of  all  who  share  it  with  him  in  professional  socie- 
ties, both  after  the  American  system  of  municipal,  county,  State, 
and  national  organization,  and  in  the  special  association  of  those 
of  distinctively  kindred  pursuits  —  and  this  not  in  the  trade- 
union  spirit  for  mere  mercenary  ends — biit  to  promote  harmony, 
good-fellowship,  and  mutual  improvement  of  men  engaged  .upon 
the  self -same  work.  While  it  is  not  always  feasible  to  leave 
home  and  occupation  to  attend  the  annual  reunions  of  the  great 
national  bodies,  it  is  within  the  power  of  every  physician  to 
gather  together  with  his  professional  neighbors — be  they  but 
two  or  three — in  friendly  concourse.  In  this  American  Medical 
Association  are  now  enrolled  about  fi\e  thousand  members  and 
represented  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  societies.  Its  mem- 
bership ought  to  comprise  the  entire  medical  profession  of  Amer- 
ica, undivided  by  schism  or  sectional  interest,  and  its  represen- 
tation embrace  every  State  and  minor  body  in  the  country,  with 
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such  modification  of  plan,  perhaps,  em  raaj  bring  it  more  in  ac- 
cord with  our  American  idea  of  e  pluribus  unum.  Without  ad- 
vocating any  particular  method  of  accomplishing  this  object,  I 
only  now  desire  to  point  the  injunction  that  every  graduate  of 
medicine  should  be  in  ac^tive  fellowship  with  one  or  more  medical 
associations,  whether  for  individual  improvement,  friendly  in- 

■ 

tercourse,  or  social  example. 

Nor  should  the  pendulum  swing  too  far  one  way.  The  doctor 
should  not  be  only  a  doctor — else  he  be  deemed  in  truth  the 
leech  of  the  caricaturists  in  semi-clerical  garb  with  pompous  ajr 
and  gold-headed  cane,  or  the  olive  covered  garment  and  -^scu- 
lapian  badge  by  which,  in  recent  years,  it  has  been  gravely  pro- 
posed to  distinguish  him.  Social  example  has  a  wider  field  than 
the  assembly-room  of  a  medical  society.  The  physician  should 
be  the  first  citizen  of  the  commune,  peer  in  education  and  cult- 
ure with  its  highest  classes,  and  leader  in  all  the  sociological  and 
political  movements  of  the  day,  and  this  without  abating  one  jot 
bis  professional  character  or  neglecting  any  whit  his  professional 
duties.  To  the  young  medical  man  who  listens  to  me,  or  who 
may  read  my  words,  I  would  point  as  the  splendid  example  of 
the  learned  physician,  who  was  the  exemplary  citizen,  the  active 
philanthropist,  the  busy  man  of  the  world  and  jovial  companion, 
as  well  as  the  greatest  teacher,  lecturer,  writer,  and  practitioner 
of  medicine  which  this  country  has  ever  produced — Benjamin 
Rush — and  say,  seek  to  be  worthy  and  useful,  honored,  and  re- 
spected as  he  was.  Do  not  bound  your  horizon  by  the  walls  of 
your  ofiSce,  nor  limit  your  intercourse  with  your  fellow-men  to 
interviews  with  patients  and  consultations  with  brethren  of  the 
cloth.  Everywhere  may  be  seen  the  first  men  of  the  profession 
sacrificing  social  amenities  and  indulgences  and  the  companion- 
ship of  their  friends  and  families  upon  the  tread-mill  round  of 
office  and  clinical  labor,  knowing  neither  pleasure  nor  relaxation 
until  the  end  comes  when  the  statistician  records  another  unit  in 
the  class  of  early  death  rates.  In  mental  occupation,  at  least, 
the  physician  should  be  omnivorous  and  polygamous — in  the 
world  and  of  the  world — loyal  above  all  to  medicine  as  his  first 
love,  but  not  blind  to  other  beauties,  nor  deaf  to  other  harmo- 
nies. The  medical  fraternity  is  singularly  reclusive,  vet  with 
strange  inconsistence  chary  of  hero-worship,  if  its  heroes  be  its 
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own.  During  the  civil  war,  it  was  not  excelled  in  loyalty  and 
patriotism.  Two  of  the  founders  of  the  Military  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States  were  medical  men — one  hap- 
pily still  with  us — and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  the 
sole  creation  of  another.  The  posts  of  the  latter  and  the  com- 
manderies  of  the  former  have  their  full  quota  of  M.D.'s,  many 
who  had  gained  their  brevets  as  commanding  officers  in  the  field, 
as  well  as  those  who  with  equal  peril  and  personal  bravery  ren- 
dered their  humane  offices  to  stricken  comrades.  Yet  even  these 
m^en  generously  applaud  successful  generals  and  remain  silent 
when  their  own  confreres  ought  to  be  extolled.  Within  a  month, 
I  have  seen  physicians  actively  canvassing  for  subscriptions  for 
statues  to  great  military  leaders,  who  have  never  contributed  one 
dollar  to  the  monument  to  their  own  immortal  hero,  who  signed 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  who  as 
member  of  the  Continental  Congress  braved  attainture  as  a  rebel, 
and  who  breathed  the  breath  of  life  into  the  figure  of  the  new 
Republic,  whose  Constitution  he  had  helped  to  frame,  who  died 
as  he  had  lived,  booted  and  spurred,  with  face  to  the  foe,  from 
whom  he  was  striving  to  protect  his  fellow  men.  This  is  not  the 
time  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  this  strange  anomaly  of  indifference. 
Besides  it  is  a  sermon  I  have  often  elsewhere  preached,  some- 
times, I  fear,  to  unwilling  ears. 

The  intellectual  progress  in  medicine,  to  which  I  have  alluded 
as  the  laudable  characteristic  of  our  day,  has  naturally  led  to  the 
recognition  of  preventive  medicine  as  a  type  of  the  highest  med- 
icine, and  the  fact  that  I  am  so  committed  to  this  belief  made  me 
hesitate  to  a&sume  the  role  of  your  annual  reporter,  lest  I  trench 
upon  the  ground  of  my  friend  Dr.  Lindsley,  for  one  cannot 
speak  of  medicine  in  this  day,  without  having  first  of  all  before 
him  the  problem,  how  can  this  disease  be  best  averted,  which  it 
is  our  latter  office  to  combat?  And  the  more  we  learn  of  the  na- 
ture and  cause  and  history  of  disease,  which  the  brighest  niinds 
are  now  studiously  investigating,  the  more  urgent  becomes  this 
problem.  I  can  therefore  shield  my  own  delinquency  behind  the 
assurance  that  the  address  in  State  Medicine  which  is  to  follow, 
shall  cover  this  very  ground. 

The  discovery  of  this  or  that  microbic  cause,  or  coincident  or 
inevitable  consequent  of  cause,  of  one  disease  after  another,  na  - 
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turally  led  to  the  deduction  of  special  germicidal  agencies  for 
each,  and  for  a  tiii^e,  there  was  an  appalling  prospect  of  preven- 
tive hypodermic  tattooing,  scarcely  less  repulsive  than  the  dis- 
ease, and  a  bravado  resolve  to  let  each  particular  microscopic 
devil  do  its  worst.  Multiplying  a  million  a  minute,  it  was  real- 
ized that  we  could  be  no  match  for  our  Lilliputian  enemies, 
whom  we  could  not  kill  by  drugs  without  at  the  same  time  kill- 
ing ourselves.  Apace  with  the  bacteriologists'  revelations  have 
been  the  chemists'  syntheses,  which,  however  we  might  be  dis- 
posed to/ecommend  to  our  friends  and  patients,  none  of  us  were 
brave  enough  to  care  to  take  within  our  own  economies.  I  con- 
fess to  no  intimate  familiarity  with  these  latest  evolutions  of  the 
laboratory,  though  the  names  of  some  I  know  by  sight  very  well, 
€ven  if  of  the  most  of  them  I  neither  can  speak  and  neither  can 
spell.  Hence  it  was  a  gratifying  announcement  that  we  had 
within  ourselves  our  owq  defenders  and  defenses.  **In  the  blood 
is  the  life  thereof,"  began  to  have  greater  significance  through 
the  belief  that  its  living  cells  devoured  these  countless  swarms  of 
intruders,  and  thus  prevented  their  disastrous  inroads.  It  was 
enough  for  us,  then,  by  tonic  and  alterative,  and  stimulant  and 
corroborant,  to  preserve  the  appetites  of  these  domestic  phagocy- 
tes, to  see  that  they  were  always  in  sufficient  force  to  patrol  the 
avenues  of  the  circulation.  So,  the  homely  phrase  of  cleansing 
the  blood  of  its  impurities  came  back  like  an  old  friend  in  a  new 
dress — but  already  we  are  called  upon  to  abandon  our  bio-thera- 
peutics, with  war  of  the  microbes  and  the  final  victory  of  good 
over  evil-minded  bacteria,  as  poetic  fancy,  and  now  comes  the 
chemist  with  potencies,  that  are  marvelously  alike  in  looks, 
which  set  sail  on  their  mysterious  voyage  in  the  channels  of  the 
blood  to  neutralize  the  toxic  products  of  each  malefic  monad. 

Among  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  my  early  life  are  those 
of  my  old  preceptor,  whose  father,  himself  a  favorite  pupil  of 
Benjamin  Rush,  had  conferred  the  latter's  name  upon  his  own 
son,  which  doubtless  explains  my  inherited  admiration  for  that 
wonderful  man.  I  recall  how  carefully  I  was  indoctrinated  with 
the  belief,  i^hich  I  have  not  been  over-ready  to  abandon,  that 
nosological  nomenclature  was  a  treacherous  guide,  that  diseases 
were  not  so  many  entities  for  which  specific  antidotes  were  to  be 
sought,  and  that  the  cardinal  points  of  diagnosis  to  guide  the 


294  ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS OIHON. 

medical  pilot  were  the  grade  of  action  as  indicated  by  the  pulse , 
the  state  of  the  secretions  and  the  condition  gf  the  organic  fiber. 
To-day,  we  go  behind  these  with  lens  and  test-tube  to  ferret  the 
particular  microbe,  bacterial  proteid  or  chemical  toxiue,  which 
has  disturbed  the  circulation,  obstructed  the  flow  of  the  secre- 
tions, or  irritated,  inflamed  or  disorganized  the  basic  structure  of 
the  issues. 

It  would  be  unpardonable,  therefore,  in  an  address  on  medi- 
cine, however  cursory  and  superficial,  that  should  neglect  to  give 
due  credit  to  the  bacteriological  investigators,  the  scope  of  whose 
researches  embraces  not  merely  the  discovery  of  disease  causation, 
but  the  means  for  its  prevention  and  cure.  The  busy  practi- 
tioner, perhaps,  has  little  time  to  follow  diligently  the  discussions 
as  to  whether  the  bacteria  themselves  are  the  real  enemies  to 
health,  or  only  the  agents  for  the  introduction  of  their  proteid 
products  or  toxalbumins,  ptomaines  or  other  chemical  toxines, 
which  are  the  actual  pathogeners.  He  is  chiefly  concerned  as  to 
the  practical  results  of  these  investigations,  and  I  am  fortunately 
able  to  lay  before  you  the  very  latest  precise  knowledge  on  this 
subject,  as  set  forth  only  a  few  days  ago  by  that  master  in  this 
branch  of  science,  my  highly  esteemed  friend  -of  many  years^ 
Lieutenant-Colonel  George  M.  Sternberg,  Surgeon  United  States 
Army,  before  the  Association  of  American  Physicians  at  its  an* 
nual  meeting  at  Washington.  I  esteem  it  a  high  privilege  that 
I  am  permitted  to  transmit  to  you  this  authoritive  statement  of 
the  practical  r^ults  of  bacteriological  research. 

Until  a  very  late  day,  admits  Sternberg,  the  bacteriologist's 
demonstration  of  the  specific  cause  in  a  considerable  number  of 
infectious  diseases  had  not  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a  specific 
treatment  for  these  diseases.  Preventive  medicine  has  almost 
exclusively  profited  by  his  researches,  as  when  the  discovery  of 
the  bacterial  parasite  placed  tuberculosis  among  the  infectiooa 
diseases  and  the  destruction  of  the  sputum  became  a  recognized 
practical  necessity.  Of  the  same  order  are  the  precautions  of 
modern  aseptic  surgery  and  obstetrics,  and  the  use  of  antiseptics 
in  traumatic  infection  and  in  localized  infectious  processes.  The 
use  of  the  microscope  in  the  early  diagnosis  of  tubercle  and  diph- 
theria is  a  practical  result  for  which  the  bacteriologist  caa  justly 
claim  credit,  as  well  as  the  protection  of  domestic  animals  by  ia- 
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oculation  largely  practiced  in  France,  and  the  prevention  of  rabies 
in  the  human  subject,  even  though  the  specific  infectious  agent 
has  not  been  demonstrated. 

The  chief  purport  of  Doctor  Sternberg's  valuable  paper  (which, 
perhaps,  it  would  have  been  well  for  me  to  have  read  in  toto  in 
'  lieu  of  anything  else),  was  to  present  certain  late  discoveries, 
which  suggest  the  possibility  that  >ve  are  on  the  eve  of  a  new  de- 
parture in  the  specific  treatment  of  infectious  diseases.  Stern- 
berg has  described  475  species  of  bacteria  of  which  158  species 
are  pathogenic,  although  all  are  not  differentiated  by  morpholo- 
gical characteristics,  and  the  latest  discoveries  have  established 
the  fact  that  the  pathogenic  action  of  those  bacteria,  which  have 
been  shown  to  be  concerned  in  the  etiology  of  specific  infectious 
diseases,  is  due  to  the  formation  of  toxic  products  during  the  ac- 
tice  development  of  the  bacterial  cells,  and  to  isolate  these  tox- 
ines  and  toxalbumins  is  now  the  attempt. 

Recent  experimenters,  significantly  prominent  among  whom 
were  three  Japanese  biologists,  having  demonstrated  that  the 
blood  of  an  animal  having  a  natural  immunity  against  anthrax  if 
injected  into  the  body  of  a  susceptible  animal,  protected  the  latter 
from  anthrax,  it  was  subsequently  found  that  the  blood  of  ani- 
mals having  an  artificial  immunity  against  tetanus  or  diphtheria 
injected  into  susceptible  animals,  in  like  manner,  protected  them 
against  the  effects  of  the  injection  of  virulent  cultures  of  the 
bacilli  of  tetanus  or  diphtheria,  and  finally  Dr.  Rudolf  Schwarts, 
Assistant  to  the  Surgical  Clinic  at  Padua,  reported  the  actual 
successful  treatment  of  an  advanced  case  of  traumatic  tetanus  by 
injections  of  tetania  antitoxine  obtained  by  Professor  Tizzoui 
from  the  blood-serum  of  a  dog  which  had  been  rendered  immune 
against  tetanus,  and  three  other  cases  of  success  with  this  same 
treatment  elsewhere,  have  been  since  reported. 

Since  Behring's  experiments,  in  Sternberg's  opinion,  suggest 
the  possibility  that  the  potent  toxalbumin  of  the  diphtheritic 
bacillus  may  be  neutralized  in  the  bodies  of  infected  animals, 
and  the  Klemperers  having  shown  the  probability  that  the  blood- 
serum  of  animals  which  have  an  artificial  immunity  against  cul- 
tures of  niicroe<ms  pneumonia  croupMCd^  when  injected  into  other 
8U3ceptible  animals,  renders  them  immune,  Sternberg  indulges 
the  hope  that  croupous  pneumonia  in  man  may  be  arrested  by  a 
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similar  mode  of  treatment.  He  further  says,  from  analogy, 
based  upon  experimental  evidence,  the  successful  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  appears  to  call  for  the  administration  of  anti-tiibereu- 
lin  rather  than  that  of  the  active  toxic  principle  elaborated  by 
the  tubercle  bacillus.  Animals  which  have  an  artificial  immu- 
nity  against  rabies,  as  a  result  of  the  inoculation  with  an  atten- 
uated virus,  owe  this  immunity  to  the  presence  of  an  antitoxine  in 
their  blood  or  tissue-juices,  and  Tizzoni  and  Sch warts,  in  Janu- 
ary of  this  year,  stated  their  belief  that  the  antitoxine  of  rabies 
may  probably  be  substituted  for  Pasteur's  inoculations  with  an 
attenuated  virus,  not  only  with  the  object  of  preventing  the  de- 
velopment of  rabies  in  man  after  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal,  but 
also  that  it  may  prove  to  be  curative  after  the  symptoms  of  rabies 
are  developed. 

Erhlich's  experiments  with  pathogenic  toxalburains  not  pro- 
duced by  bacteria,  but  of  vegetable  origin,  Sewall's  showing  that 
immunity  from  poisoning  by  rattlesnake  venom  may  be  produced 
by  injection  of  small  doses  of  its  toxic  agent,  and  others  give 
strong  support  to  the  view  that  all  infectious  diseases  are  due  to 
the  action  of  substances  resembling  the  toxalbumins  already  dis- 
covered, and  that  acquired  immunity  from  any  of  them  is  due  to 
the  formation  of  antitoxines  in  the  blood  of  the  immune  animal; 
but  while  in  many  infectious  diseases  the  toxalbumin  is  produced 
by  a  specific  micro-organism,  we  have  no  evidence  that  this  is 
the  case  in  the  strictly  contagious  eruptive  fever,  and  none  to 
justify  a  generalization  that  all  infectious  diseases,  as  small-pox 
and  scarlet  fever,  are  due  to  specific  micro-organisms.     Stern- 
berg suggests  the  possibility  that  in  these  diseases  the  toxalbumin, 
which  gives  them  their  specific  character,  is  a  product  of  the  liv- 
ing cells  of  the  body  of  the  infected  individual,  and  says  the  in- 
ference  is  justifiable  that  the  blood  and  tissue -juices  of  any  indi- 
vidual who  has  recently  suffered  an  attack  of  small-pox  or  scar- 
let fever,  contains  an  antitoxine  which  would  neutralize  the  ac- 
tive posion  in  the  circulation  of  another  person  immediately  after 
infection,  and  he  holds  the  experiment  warrantable  to  ascertain 
whether  a  small  quantity  of  blood  drawn  from  the  veins  of  the 
protected  person  would  suffice  to  arrest  or  modify  the  course  of 
these  diseases.     The  transfusion  of  a  moderate  amount  of  such 
blood  might  be  curative  or  confer  immunity  in  advance  of  infec- 
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tion,  and  possibly  an  antitoxine  may  be  obtained  from  the  blood 
of  vaccinated  calves,  which  would  have  a  curative  action  in  small- 
pox. Dr.  Sternberg  has  himself  demonstrated,  by  recent  experi- 
ments with  the  blood  of  vaccinated  calves,  that  there  is  soniething 
in  this  blood  which  does  neutralize  the  specific  virulence  of  vac- 
cine virus,  both  bovine  and  humanized. 

I  can  hardly  close  without  a  passing  reference  to  the  malady 
which  is  on  every  tongue,  and  is  credited  with  the  virulence  of  a 
plague — the  influenza — the  influence  whose  mysterious  grip  upon 
the  physically  strong  and  robust,  as  upon  the  feeble  and  frail, 
leaving  all  alike  mentally  and  bodily  prostrated,  has  been  attri- 
buted to  some  occult  cause,  acting  upon  or  through  the  nervous 
system.  It,  too,  is  now  known  to  have  its  bacterium,  the  latest 
micro-organism  to  be  discovered,  unless  the  verification  of  the 
Berliner  Hospital  experiments  shall  give  that  distinction  to  the 
alleged  bacillus  of  measles.  The  bacterial  proteid  of  influenza 
has  not  yet  been  isolated,  and  when  it  is,  and  its  antitoxine  shall 
be  demonstrated  and  successfully  administered  with  curative  re- 
sults, a  new  era  shall  indeed  have  begun  in  general  therapeutics. 

Certainly,  when  prevention  and  cure  shall  go  hand  in  hand, 
the  high  estate  of  preventive  medicine  can  never  more  be  ques- 
tioned, nor  that  the  wise  physician's  higher  ofifice  shall  be  to 
guard  this  glorious  human  body — the  crowning  work  of  the  Di- 
vine artificer — against  these  enemies  from  without,  rather  than 
wait  to  undo  their  malefic  work.  If  we  cannot  construct  the 
simplest  living  cell,  how  can  we  hope  to  intelligently  reconstruct 
one? 

Granted  this,  when  disease  does  invade  the  body,  whether  by 
neglect  or  ignorance,  or  deliberate  defiance  of  nature's  laws,  shall 
we  idly  contemplate  the  evil  and  do  nothing  to  mitigate,  if  we 
cannot  wholly  eradicate  it?  While  the  world  endures,  man's 
folly,  as  well  as  woman's,  shall  furnish  work  enough  for  practi- 
tioners of  the  healing  art,  both  general  and  special,  and  to  them 
a  word  of  felicitation  on  their  share  in  the  progress  of  medicine 
towards  a  higher  level. 

The  intelligent  general  practitioner  is  the  intellectual  primate 

in  our  profession — not  a  mere  man  of  all  work,  ready  to  do  any 

job  after  a  rude  fashion,   without  much    understanding  of  its 

rationale.     Nevertheless,  however  universal  may  become  the  re- 
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quiremeuts,  and  opportunities  and  reeulls  of  higher  medical  etlii- 
catiuu,  it  can  Imrdty  he  expected  in  thia  lund  of  unlicensed  lib- 
erty, that  the  cla'^s  of  medical  tradcBinen  can  ever  be  entirely  Iwin- 
ished,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  e^tabliKh  distinelions,  as  in 
other  countricij,  even  it  it  be  to  surrender  to  them  the  all-com- 
preheneive  title  "Doctor."  Medical  examining  and  licensing 
boards  are  the  coarse  sieves  which  do  the  preliminary  siftiug,  but 
medical  associations  must,  perhaps,  become  the  mean;^,  which 
shall  ultimately  determine  by  rigid  acquirements  of  fellowship, 
which  are  the  uien  who  are  to  stand  upon  the  same  level,  and 
this  the  higher  one— -and  this  very  high  level  is  what  has  given 
necessary  occasiou  to  specialism.  The  expert  specialist  is  the 
natutul  aid  to  the  expert  general  practitioner — his  ally,  not  his 
opponent  and  rival,  the  body  of  specialists  being  the  planetary 
attendants  upon  the  central  luminary  which  animates  and  impels 
them,  and  only  subordinate-in  that  each  revolves  without  inter- 
ference in  its  appointed  orbit,  the  whole  making  one  system. 
That  this  dignified  and  exalted  recognition  of  the  correlation  and 
reciprocal  dependence  of  the  several  parts  of  our  profession  is 
coming  to  be  the  general  understanding  is,  I  think,  our  greatest 
reason  for  self-satisfaction  at  this  time. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Fcbriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  iis  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  bytbe  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 
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finical  ^e^aris. 


PUERPERAL  -ECLAMPSIA. 


BY   J.    W.    8HEMWELL,  M.D.,  OP   BUMPA8S   MILLS,  TENN. 


I  was  called  April  24th  iust.,  to  see  Mrs.  S.,  aet.  22,  somewhat 
plethoric,  of  sanguine  habit.  She  had  been  suddenly  attacked 
with  a  violent  convulsion  at  2  p.m.,  and  was  suffering  from  a 
second  seizure  as  I  entered  the  door  of  her  residence.  Her  hus- 
band informed  ine  that  she  was  about  eight  mouths  advanced  in 
her  first  pregnancy,  and  that  there  had  been  a  general  swelling 
for  the  past  six  weeks.  • 

On  a  hurried  examination,  I  found  her  suffering  from  general 
anasarca,  her  eyes  nearly  closed  and  dancing  in  their  sockets. 
The  enormous  distension  of  her  adbomen  and  upper  pressure  of 
the  diaphragm  was  causing  difficult  breathing.  The  lower  ex- 
tremities were  greatly  oedematous.  The  abdomen  was  hard  and 
tense  as  a  drumhead. 

I  bled  her  from  the  arm  freely,  to  the  extent  of  one  and  a  half 
pints,  and  gave  her  hypodermically  one-fourth  grain  morphia 
sulph.,  and  ordered  tr.  veratrum  viride,  gt.  x.,  every  hour.  At 
the  expiration  of  three  hours,  and  after  the  administration  of 
three  doses  of  the  veratrum,  the  pulse  had  come  down  to  50,  al- 
though she  had  had  two  convulsions  during  the  time.  No  more 
convulsions  occurred,  although  she  remained  in  a  semi-conscious 
condition  for  eighteen  hours,  during  which  time  I  gave  her  an 
active  cathartic  and  put  her  upon  a  diuretic  mixture  of  spts. 
nitre  dulce,  potas.  nitas,  and  fl.  ext.  buchu. 

On  the  following  day.  Dr.  S.  was  sent  for,  and  met  me  in  the 
case.  He  advised  continuing  the  diuretic  mixture  with  the  ad- 
dition of  calomel,  gr.  ij,  every  two  hours,  until  three  doses  were 
taken,  and  to  repeat  it  in  twelve  or  fourteen  hours. 

When  I  saw  her  on  25th,  she  had  passed  several  large,  watery 
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ttiona  from  her  bowels  and  was  feeling  better.  The  calo- 
le  contiuucil,  and  in  lieu  of  the  diuretic  mixture  was  given: 
L    Cretini  tartu' 

PotM.  eul|ih fta  ,;iis. 

Scille   pulv -gi. 

Tartar  emetic gr.  ij. 

.     Tempoonfal  every  six  houre. 

leeing  her  the  ueiLt  day,  fouud  that  she  had  been  vomiting 
aince  comiueuciug  the  cream  of  tartar,  Bquills  and  tartar 
mixture.  There  had  been  some  straining,  griping  ami 
us,  but  no  watery  evacuations  from  the  bowels.  She  had 
'  sleep  for  24  houra,  and  the  calomel  had  produced  slight 
ion.  Complained  that  the  medicine  was  killing  her,  which 
icontinued  and  the  folluwiug  substituted: 
t     Cream  tartar ^i. 

Pulv.  jalap,  comi) S'^-    ^^'• 

"t.  chart.  No.  16. 

.     One  powder  ever;  4  honn  wtlh  J  gr.  granule  oF  elalerium. 

<  gave  a  mixture  of 

i     Nitrate  of  potash gij. 

Spta.  nitre  duke 

Fl.eit.  buchu aaf.|i. 

Aqua  purie Oi.     Ms. 

.    Tablespoontul  every  i  houra. 

acted  excellently,  like  a  calm  in  a  great  Btorm.  She  fell 
tranquil  sleep,  interrupted  at  intervals  of  two  to  three 
)y  copious  watery  evacuations. 

bs  sent  for  hurriedly  on  the  following  day,  the  messenger 
that  she  was  again  having  convulsions.  On  arrival  found 
1  had  one  severe  convulsion.  Her  pulse  being  130,  full 
rung,  I  bled  her  again  to  the  extent  of  one  pint,  and  re- 
nced  the  use  of  veratnmi  as  before.  Another  convukion 
jd  before  the  veratrum  had  lowered  the  pulse  to  50.  She 
Bsed  per  rectum  fully  two  gallons  of  water  in  the  prectd- 
snty-four  hours. 

S.  M.  Skaggs,  of  Maplewood,  Ky.,  was  called  in,  whoad- 
i  continuance  of  the  hydragogue  cathartic  and  diuretic 
fnt.  By  the  2d  of  May,  the  dropsical  effusion  had  culirely 
:ared,  and  she  stated  that  she  had  felt  the  movements  of 
:UB  for  the  first  time  in  several  days.     This  possibly  was  a 
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mistake  on  her  part.     She  was  now  much  improved,  and  taking 
nourishment  readily. 

I  was  called  again  to  her  on  the  morning  of  May  4th,  together 
with  Dr.  Skaggs,  and  found  that  she  had  been  in  labor  since  8 
P.M.  of  the  preceding  day.  'J  he  labor  progressed  slowly  but 
steadily  and  she  was  delivered  of  a  still-born  foetus  without 
unusual  trouble  about  6  p.m.  No  more  convulsions  occurring, 
and  convalesence  was  steady  and  regular.  She  being  at  this 
time  (June  10th)  quite  well. 


ehcHans. 


•  _ 

Treatment  op  Accidents  Occurring  During  Ether  or 
Chloroform  Anaesthesia. — The  University  Medical  Magazine 
says: 

That  the  condition  of  anaesthesia  is  not  free  from  danger  med- 
ical literature  well  attests.  Every  one  who  administers  an  an- 
sesthetic  should,  therefore,  be  familiar  with  the  signs  of  danger 
and  the  means  to  be  employed  should  any  emergency  occur. 

The  time-honored  precept  that  the  anaesthetizer  should  give 
his'  undivided  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  patient  cannot 
be  too  often  repeated.  When  accidents  occur,  they  are  apt  to 
be  sudden — especially  does  this  seem  to  be  the  case  during  chlo- 
roform aneesthesia — and  a  moment's  forgetfulness  or  a  brief 
period  of  attention  to  the  operation  may  be  disastrous  to  the 
patient. 

As  spasm  of  the  muscular  system  and  collection  of  mucus  in 
the  throat  of  the  patient  are  apt  to  occur  in  the  early  stages  of 
ansesthesia,  accompanied  by  irregular,  jerky,  and  abortive  respi- 
ratory efforts  and  marked  cyanosis,  much  unnecessary  anxiety 
may  be  avoided  if  the  surgeon  always  assures  himself  that  there 
is  nothing  loose  in  the  mouth  of  the  patient  before  administering 
the  anaesthetic. 

Unfortunately,  ether  and  chloroform  do  not  always  cause  death 
in  the  same  manner,  so  that  there  is  no  one  symptom,  attention 
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to  which  will  give  entire  security.  The  experiments  of  Prof.  H. 
C.  Wood,  conducted  in  the  laboratory  of  experimental  thera- 
peutics of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  seem  to  show,  cer- 
tninly,  that  during  etherization  any  untoward  action  is  most  apt 
to  be  upon  the  respiration.  Therefore,  as  long  as  the  respira- 
tions are  full  and  regular,  and  the  color  good,  we  would  expect 
the  patient's  condition  to  be  entirely  satisfactory.  This  applies, 
however,  to  healthy  patients  only.  When  ether  is  administered 
to  a  patient  whose  heart  is  diseased,  or  whose  vitality  is  reduced 
by  some  long  and  wasting  illness,  attention  to  the  pulse  becomes 
essential. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  observations  above  referred  to  have  as 
certainly  shown  that  during  chloroform  ausBsthesia  the  violence, 
of  the  drug  is  most  apt  to  be  spent  upon  the  heart.     Here,  there- 
fore, the  closest  attention  to  the  circulation  is  necessary.     Con- 
stant observation  of  the  respiration  is  also  essential. 

It  should  be  a  rule  during  ansesthesia  to  watch  both  the  respi- 
ration and  the  circulation.  The  color  of  the  face  is  a  valuable 
guide.  Cyanosis,  indicating  feeble  respiration  or  obstruction  of 
the  respiratory  tract,  and  pallor  should  lead  at  once  to  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  condition  of  the  circulation.  Efforts  at  vomiting 
are  to  be  overcome  by  pushing  the  anaesthetic.  If  vomiting  oc- 
curs, the  head  is  to  be  turned  to  either  side,  so  that  the  ejecta 
may  not  be  inspired.  Stertorous  breathing  indicates  profound 
ansesthesia,  and  it  is  desirable  to  keep  within  this  limit.  Paralysis 
of  the  diaphragm  also  indicates  that  the  anaesthetic  has  been 
pushed  too  far. 

During  normal  inspiration  the  diaphragm  descends,  pushing 
down  the  intestines  and  distending  the  abdomen.  When  anaes- 
thesia has  been  carried  too  far,  the  action  is  reversed,  the  dia- 
})hragm  is  paralyzed  and  hangs  helpless.  With  each  inspiration 
it  is  drawn  up  into  the  thorax,  and  the  abdomen  retracts.  When 
this  occurs,  the  ether  is  to  be  withdrawn  until  the  normal  action 
is  restored.  This  most  valuable  observation  was  first  pointed  out 
by  Drs.  H.  A.  Hare  and  Edward  Martin  (University  Medical 
Magazine,  vol.  ii.,  p.  67).  Wide  dilatation  of  the  pupil  also 
demands  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  ether. 

Should  the  respiration  show  evidences  of  failing,  what  shall 
be  done?    The  anaesthetic  is  to  be  instantly  removed,  the  tongue 
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is  to  be  brought  well  forward,  and  the  throat  is  to  be  cleared  of 
mucus  or  other  obstruction;  the  head  id  then  to  be  extended  and 
the  fingers  hooked  behind  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw,  which  is 
to  be  brought  well  forward.  This  raises  the  epiglottis.  This 
method  is  an  improvement  on  that  proposed  by  Howard,  which 
consists  in  bringing  the  patient's  head  over  the  end  of  the  oper- 
ating table  until  it  swings  free,  when  it  is  carried  backward  and 
downward,  until  the  utmost  possible  extension  of  the  head  and 
back  is  obtained.  If  voluntary  respiration  does  not  begin  at 
once,  some  external  stimulus  is  to  be  used.  One  always  at  hand 
is  that  pointed  out  by  Hare  (^University  Medical  Magazine^  vol.  i., 
p.^  105),  of  baring  the  abdomen  of  the  patient  and  dashing  a 
quantity  of  ether  upon  it.  The  rapid  evaporation  which  fol- 
lows produces  a  degree  of  cold,  the  shock  of  which  frequently 
excites  a  deep  inspiration.  If  a  battery  is  at  hand,  peripheral 
stimulation  maybe  produced  by  this  means,  and  most  effectively 
by  the  brush.  The  sponge  electrode  may  be  placed  on  any  in- 
difPerent  point  of  the  body,  and  the  brush  on  the  epigastrium. 
This  may  be  repeated  as  frequently  as  it  is  desired  to  produce 
respiration,  until  the  normal  respiratory  action  is  established. 
Attempts  to  affect  the  diaphragm  by  stimulating  the  phrenic 
nerve  may  cause  cardiac  inhibition,  as  pointed  out  by  Hare  and 
Martin  {loc.  dt).  In  well-appointed  clinics  a  battery,  with  the 
brush  attached,  is  always  set  up  in  readiness  for  use  at  a  second's 
warning.  These  means  failing,  artificial  respiration  is  to  be 
practiced  without  delay,  preferably  by  the  Sylvester  method. 
If  the  appliances  are  at  hand,  the  method  of  forced  artificial 
respiration,  as  recommended  by  Professor  Wood,  is  to  be  strongly 
advised.  For  this  purpose  a  pair  of  bellows,  some  rubber  tubing, 
a  face-mask,  and  a  tracheal  canula  are  needed.  The  apparatus 
can  now  be  procured  of  instrument-maker  t.  The  experiments 
of  Wood  have  shown  that  the  only  respiratory  stimulant  worthy  of 
mention  is  strychnine.  In  a  stubborn  case,  the  best  results  will 
follow  prolonged,  careful  efforts  at  artificial  respiration.  Ether 
is  eliminated  principally  by  the  lungs,  the  expirations  of  the 
patient  under  ether  being  heavily  charged  with  its  fumes.  -  If, 
therefore,  full  deep  respirations  are  induced,  and  an  abundance 
of  fresh  air  supplied,  the  quantity  of  the  drug  in  the  body  will 
be  rapidly  reduced. 
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If  the  circulation  shows  signs  of  failing,  the  ansesthetic  should 
be  stopped,  and  the  same  precautions  looking  to  a  free  supply  of 
fresh  air  are  to  be  observed.  ^  A  hypodermatic  injection  of  the 
tincture  of  digitalis  may  be  administered  at  once.  In  the  ex- 
periments just  noted  no  drug  was  found  to  have  a  coustant  bene- 
ficial effect  upon  the  heart.  The  action  of  ammonia  is  very 
evanescent.  The  hypodermatic  use  of  ether  or  alcohol  in  a  pa- 
tient whose  blood  is  already  saturated  with  ether  vapor  is  as 
irrational  as  it  is  futile.  Artificial  respiration  promises  a  great 
deal  here  also.  Wood  has  resuscitated  animals  by  this  means 
alone  after  the  respiration  and  the  circulation  had  both  ceased. 

These  various  measures  are  to  be  employed,  one  after  the  other, 
more  quickly  perhaps  than  they  could  be  described,  and  efforts 
are  not  to  be  relaxed  while  waiting  for  a  certain  article,  but  that 
means  which  is  at  hand  is  to  be  used  until  what  is  desired  has 
arrived. — American  Lantet. 


Symptoms  OP  Pregnancy. — Dr.  J.  C.  L.  Skene  stated  (Brook- 
lyn Medical  Journal)  that  there  are  three  signs  of  great  impor- 
tance. 

First,  in  addition  to  the  elasticity  or  softening  of  the  uterus 
and  its  changed  form,  there  comes  with  that  a  difficulty  of  map- 
ping out  the  uterus.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  outline  it  in 
some  cases,  and  that  very  fact  is  of  great  value,  because  any- 
thing else  which  is  likely  to  stimulate  pregnancy  is  more  clearly 
defined,  because  denser,  as  a  uterine  fibroid,  sub-involution,  a 
distended  Fallopian  tube,  or  an  ovarian  cyst,  for  instance.  More 
than  that,  in  the  early  months. of  pregnancy  the  uterus  grows  out 
of  proportion  to  its  surroundings,  and  so  its  mobility,  or  the  fa- 
cility with  which  it  can  be  replaced,  is  lessened.  It  is  more  difi- 
ficult  to  laise  a  pregnant  uterus  up  out  of  the  pelvis,  or  towards 
the  superior  strait,  than  in  any  other  condition,  than  in  cases 
most — not  all — small  fibroids  which  enlarge  the  uterus,  or  sub- 
involution, which  does  the  same  thing.  This  partial  fixation  is 
rapidly  overcome  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,  especially 
after  the  third  month,  when  the  function  of  development  of  the 
uterine  ligaments  is  taken  up  and  goes  on  rapidly.  The  second 
sign  is  the  color  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  pregnancy,  which 
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is  different  from  everything  else — nothing  simulates  it.  It  pre- 
sents in  a  lesser  degree  in  ectopic  gestation,  but  in  normal  gesta- 
tion this  color  of -the  mucous  membrane  is  not  simulated  by  any 
marked  condition.  That  peculiar  bluish  violet  blue  hue,  if  seen 
a  few  times,  is  easily  recognized  afterwards,  and  becomes  of  the 
greatest  possible  value,  and  he  depends  very  largely  upon  it.  Of 
course  it  requires  a  careful  speculum  examination  in  order  to  see 
it^but  it  is  worth  the  trouble  in  doubtful  cases.  The  third  sign 
is  the  peculiar  secretion  in  the  cervix.  There  is  a  difference  be- 
tween the  secretion  in  the  cervix  of  the  pregnant  uterus  and  that 
of  any  other  pathological  condition.  In  the  pregnant  uterus  the 
cervical  secretion  has  a  whitish,  opaque  apperance,  that  at  first 
sight  is  very  much  like  the  leucorrheal  in  a  case  of  mucopuru- 
lent cervical  endometritis,  but  careful  examination  proves  that  it 
is  not,  because  it  contains  pus,  which  gives  the  opaque  appear- 
ance, while  in  pregnancy  opacity  is  due  to  the  coagulation  of  the 
albumen  b^  the  secretions  of  the  vagina.  That  is  the  character- 
istic of  pregnancy,  and  occurs  in  no  pathological  condition,  and 
is  almost  always  present.  When  he  finds  that  opaque  secretion 
of  the  cervix,  that  peculiar  hue  of  the  cervix  and  vagnia,  and 
the  other  physical  signs,  he  is  more  positive  of  the  diagnosis  in 
the  early  months  of  pregnancy  than  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  month, 
when  the  foetal  motion  is  present,  but  on  account  of  a  fatty  ab- 
domen, is  hard  to  distinguish. — Med,  Standard, 


Venesection  in  the  Treatment  of  Pneumonia. — At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  a 
paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  the  venerable  and  influ- 
ential practitioner  of  that  Commonwealth,  on  the  subject  of 
bleeding  as  a  therapeutic  recourse  in  the  treatment  of  acute 
croupous  pneumonia.  In  the  course  of  the  paper  the  talented 
author  advocated  in  a  very  energetic  and  thorough  manner  the 
employment  of  the  lancet  in  the  earlier  stages  of  this  formidable 
disease.  Not  only  for  the  purpose  of  curing  the  disease,  but 
aborting  it  as  well.  His  paper  was  listened  to  with  special  at- 
tention, and  elicited  no  little  applause  as  the  rounded  sentences 
rolled  forth.  What  surprised  us  most  in  reading  the  account 
was  the  number  of  distinguished  men,  teachers  and  authors,  who 
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took  part  in  the  discuBsion  of  the  paper  which  followed,  and  aUo 
the  number  of  these  gentlemen  who  pleaded  guilty  to  an  occa- 
sional use  of  the  lancet  in  occasional  cases  of  the  disease.  It 
looked  as  if  the  old  practitioners  of  fifty  years  ago  were  not  all 
fools,  but  only  carried  some  of  their  therapeutic  recourses  to  ex- 
tremes not  warranted  in  these  modern  days.  If  what  Dr.  Cor- 
son says  is  true,  the  sooner  we  all  return  to  the  lancet  in  proper 
cases  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  of  us,  as  it  will  undoubtedly  re- 
duce the  mortality  lists,  and  be  the  means  'of  saving  valuable 
lives. — .The  PrescriptionUt. 


Gastrostomy. — In  an  exhaustive  article  on  this  subject  Pro- 
fessor Senn  presents  the  following  practical  conclusions: 

1.  Gastrostomy  is  indicated  in  all  cases  of  cicatricial  and  ma- 
lignant stenosis  of  the  oesophagus  and  cardiac  orifice  of  the 
stomach  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  cannot  be  intro- 
duced into  the  stomach  by  simpler  measures  per  viam  iiaturalU. 

2.  Gastrostomy  for  malignant  obstruction  on  the  proximal 
side  of  the  stomach,  if  performed  at  a  time  when  the  patient  is 
sufficiently  strong  to  survive  the  immediate  efTects  of  the  opera- 
tion, is  a  comparatively  safe  procedure  and  adds  from  a  few 
weeks  to  six  or  eight  months  to, the  patient's  life. 

3.  In  the  treatment  of  impermeable  cicatricial  stenosis  of  the 
QBSophagus,  gastrostomy  not  only  furnishes  a  new  inlet  for  the 
introduction  of  food  into  the  stomach,  and  thus  prevents  death 
from  starvation,  but  it  often  proves  a  curative  measure  in  such 
cases,  as  tlie  gastric  fistula  can  be  utilized  for  another  purpose — 
successful  retrograde  dilatation  of  the  stricture. 

4.  The  upper  central  part  of  the  left  rectus  and  the  eighth 
intercostal  space  between  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  are  the  most 
desirable  points  for  the  formation  of  the  gastric  fistula. ' 

5.  If  the  patient's  strength  warrants  it,  the  operation  should 
be  done  a  deux  ternpSy  as  it  is  safer  to  postpone  opening  of  the 
stomach  until  the  adhesions  have  formed  between  stomach  and 
the  circumference  of  the  external  incision  than  to  establish  the 
gastric  fistula  at  once. 

6.  Fixation  of  the  projecting  cone  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
stomach  in  the  abdominal  wound  is  best  secured  by  two  long 
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needles  passed  through  the  serous  and  mucous  coats  only,  and 
suturing  of  the  surface  to  the  circumfereiice  of  the  wound. 

7.  Leakage  from  the  fistula  can  be  prevented  most  effectually 
by  making  the  opening  in  the  stomach  small,  by  the  use  of  an 
inflatable  double  rubber  bulb  through  which  the  feeding  tube 
reaches  the  stomach,  or  by  making  an  oblique  tunnel  in  the  an- 
terior wall  of  the  stomach  as  devised  and  practiced  with  success 
by  Witzel. 

8.  Solid  food  should  first  be  subjected  to  thorough  mastication 
and  insalivation,  when  it  is  transferred  by  the  patient  from  the 
mouth  to  a  small  funnel  connected  with  the  distal  end  of  the 
feeding  tube,  from  where  it  is  made  to  enter  the  stomach  by  its 
own  weight,  by  blowing  it  through  the  tube,  or  finally  it  is  aspi- 
rated into  the  stomach  by  the  patient's  sudden  expiratory  efforts. 

9.  Mastication  of  food,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  its  introduc- 
tion into  the  stomach,  satisfies,  at  least  in  part,  the  sense  of 
hunger,  which  is  not  always  accomplished  even  by  liberal  exclu- 
sive gastric  feeding  through  the  fistula. — Chicago  Med,  Recorder, 


On  the  Torsion  op  Arteries. — In  connection  with  opera- 
tions for  excision  of  tumors,  and  other  excisions  of  like  character, 
Jonathan  Hutchison  remarks  as  follows:  ''I  may  mention  that 
for  many  years  I  have  quite  ceased  to  use  any  other  means  for 
arrest  of  arterial  bleeding  than  torsion.  In  excision  of  the  breast, 
for  instance,  I  do  not  think  that  I  have  during  the  last  fifteen 
years  ever  used  a  ligature.  The  torsion  is  always  effected  by  a 
pair  of  Well's  clamp- forceps,  now  in  such  universal  employment. 
I  am  always  extremely  careful  to  close  all  vessels,  keeping  the 
wound  exposed  for  a  considerable  time  for  that  purpose.  Very 
seldom,  indeed,  have  I  encountered  any  secondary  hemorrhage. — 
Archieves  of  Surgery. 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 
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Aristol  in  Chronic  Dysentery. — Dr.  Randall  (^Medital 
Neuigkeiteiiy  No.  17,  1892)  has  treated  three  cases  of  chronic 
dysentery  with  aristol  with  excellent  results.  The  most  serious 
case  was  that  of  a  sixty -year-old  man,  who  had  for  six  months 
suffered  from  chronic  diarrhoea,  and  for  the  last  six  weeks  had 
been  obliged  to  keep  his  bed.  The  localization  of  the  pains 
pointed  to  the  lower  portion  of  the  transverse  colon  being  in- 
volved in  the  ulcerating  process.  A  suppository  of  two  and  a 
half  grains  of  aristol  and  one-third  of  a  grain  of  morphine  was 
ordered,  to  be  inserted  three  times  a  day.  Two  days  later  the 
stools  became  less  fetid,  more  consistent,  and  free  from  blood. 
Within  a  week  the  painfulness  disappeared,  and  only  one  more 
hemorrhage  appeared.  The  stools,  which  had  been  very  painful 
and  of  hourly  occurrence,  were  reduced  to  six  or  eight  per  diem; 
they  were  soft,  but  not  thin,  and  nearly  free  from  epithelial 
debris.  In  ten  or  twelve  days  all  traces  of  rectal  ulceration  had 
disappeared.  Then  only  one  grain  was  given  per  diem,  and 
morphine  in  the  evening.  In  a  short  time  he  was  on  the  road  to 
recovery . — Cincinnati  Lancet-Clinic. 


The  Joint-stiffness  which  Follows  Gonorrhceal  Rheu- 
matism.— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  American  Orthopedic  Asao- 
ciation.  Dr.  Brodhurst,  of  London,  read  a  short  paper,  in  which 
he  urged  that  stiffness  of  joints  after  gonorrhoeal  rheumatism 
may  be  prevented  by  bringing  the  patient,  early  in  the  disease, 
rapidly  under  the  influence  of  mercury.  If  stiffness  or  auky- 
losis  has  already  occurred,  he-  holds  that  motion  may  always  be 
restored  without  injury  to  the  parts.  If  tenotomy  is  necessary, 
the  wound  should  always  be  allowed  to  heal  before  flexion  is  at- 
tempted, else  a  long  tear  may  be  made.  Anaesthesia  is  some- 
times necessary.  In  breaking  up  the  adhesions  force  should  be 
applied  only  in  the  direction  of  flexion.  If  extension  force  is 
used,  great  damage  may  result. — Maryland  Medical  Journal. 


A  New  Method  of  Tenotomy. — The  following  are  the  steps 
of  an  operation  which  was  performed  in  a  case  of  post-hem iplegic 
contracture  of  the  flexors  of  the  fingers  by  W,  W.  Keen,  of 
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Philadelphia.  An  incision  was  made,  beginning  just  above  the 
pisiform  'bone,  and  extending  three  inches  obliquely  upwards,  its 
upper  end  being  over  the  tendon  of  the  flexor  carpi  radial  is.  All 
the  flexor  tendons  having  been  exposed,  each  tendon  was  first 
split  along  the  middle  for  an  extent  of  one  inch  and  a  quarter, 
and  then,  at  the  two  ends  of  this  incision,  section  of  the  opposite 
halves  of  the  tendons  was  made;  that  is  to  say,  the  radial  half  of 
the  tendon  was  divided  at  one  end  of  the  vertical  slit,  and  the 
ulnar  half  at  the  other  end.  The  long,  loose  ends  of  the  divided 
tendon  were  then  made  to  glide  on  each  other  in  a  vertical  direc- 
tion over  a  distance  of  about  half  an  inch,  and  sewn  together  by 
transverse  sutures.  The  tendon  was  thus  lengthened  to  the  ex- 
tent of  three-quarters  of  an  inch. — Medical  Age. 


EuROPHEN  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  BuRNS. — Dr.  Siebel  very 
warmly  recommends  a  three-per-cent.  ointment  of  europhen  in 
the  treatment  of  burns  of  every  degree  of  severity.  Under  its 
use  the  discharges  were  markedly  diminished,  so  that  it  was 
found  possible  to  allow  the  dressings  to  remain  for  from  three  to 
four  days  without  discomfort.  Severe  burns  were  completely 
healed  after  three  or  four  renewals  of  the  dressing.  A  point  of 
great  importance  is  that  the  europhen  ointment  affords  imme- 
diate relief  of  the  pain.  Symptoms  of  poisoning  were  never  ob- 
served; to  test  this  matter  the  author  took  internally  six  to  eight 
grammes  of  a  twenty-per-cent.  solution  of  europhen  in  oil  every 
day  for  a  period  of  *three  weeks,  without  experiencing  the  least 
trouble.  Dr.  Siebel  concludes  that  his  results  were  better  than 
from  those  of  iodoform,  over  which  it  possesses  the  advantages 
of  being  innocuous  and  devoid  of  disagreeable  odor. — Berliner 
Klitiisclie  WocJienschrift, 


Europhen  in  Minor  Surgery. — Dr.  O.  W.  Petersen  has 
employed  europhen  as  a  dressing  in  sixty  cases,  including  twenty- 
five  cases  of  circumcision,  twenty  of  soft  chancre,  seven  of  hard 
chancre,  three  of  gummatous  ulcers,  two  of  incision  of  buboes, 
and  two  of  ulcers.  The  results  were  very  favorable.  Wounds 
left  after  circumcision  healed  by  primary  union;  chancroids  cica- 
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trized  in  from  twelve  to  fifteen  days  under  applications  of  euro- 
phen,  without  resort  to  other  measures;  while  in  cases  where 
buboes  had  been  opened  and  curetted  cicatrization  occurred 
promptly.  On  the  ground  of  his  observations,  Dr.  Petersen  re- 
gards europheu  as  an  excellent  substitute  for  iodoform  in  minor 
surgical  operations  and  in  the  treatment  of  chancroids. —  Vratseh. 


Hymen  Obstructing  Labor. — Mr.  J.  Cuthbertson  Walker 
recites  a  case  as  follows  in  the  British  Medical  Journal:  I  re- 
cently attended  Mrs.  F.,  a  healthy  primapara,  aged  about  22. 
The  head  was  distending  the  perineum,  but  on  examination  I 
found  I  could  not,  as  usual,  sweep  the  examining  finger  around 
the  head,  and  there  was  evidently  something  obstructing' it. 
Puzzled  to  know  the  meaning  of  this,  I  exposed  the  patient,  and 
found  the  hymen  tightly  stretched  over  the  head,  like  the  skin 
of  a  drum.  I  at  once  proceeded  to  divide  it,  but  while  I  was 
doing  so  the  child  was  shot  suddenly  into  the  world,  unfortu- 
nately rupturing  the  perineum.  Playfair  states  that  such  cases 
are  rare.  For  this  reason,  iind  to  warn  others  against  the  acci- 
dent which  befell  me,  the  case  seems  worth  recording. —  Weekly 
Medical  Review. 


Nursing  Mothers. — For  the  recent  graduate  there  is  prob- 
ably no  single  thing  which  is  of  greater  value  to  him  than  knowl- 
edge regarding  the  effect  of  medicine  upon  mothers  during  the 
nursing  period.  Given  a  nursing  mother'  with  an  attack  of 
rheumatism,  where  the  salicylates  are  indicated,  unless  proper 
caution  is  exercised  in  the  exhibition  of  the  drug,  the  child  may 
suffer,  and  the  true  condition  never  be  suspected.  Thfe  same  is 
true  when  opiates  and  purgatives  are  given. 

While  it  is  occasionally  good  practice  to  give  the  medicine  to 
the  mother  with  a  view  to  affect  the  child,  in  the  large  majority 
of  cases  this  practice  must  be  condemned.  As  a  general  rule,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  only  medication  adapted  to  the  wants  of 
the  child,  which  can  be  taken  by  the  mother,  are  those  remedies 
which  are  calculated  to  improve  nutrition;  and  where  the  health 
of  the  mother  is  liable  to  suffer  from  the  presence  of  wasting 
disease  or  specific  infection,  the  duty  of  the  physician  is  to  have 
the  child  weaned. — Medical  Summary. 
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FORTY-THIRD    ANNUAL    MEETING   OF    AMERICAN 

MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION.  ' 


Meld  ill  Detroit,  Michigan,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and 

Friday,  June  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  1892. 


The  opening  session  of  the  Forty-third  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  was  held  in  the  Detroit  Opera- 
house.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  11  o'clock  by  Dr.  H. 
O.  Walker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Davies,  Episcopal 
Bishop  of  Michigan,  a  brief  address  of  welcome  was  delivered 
by  Gen.  R.  A.  Alger.  The  speaker  expressed  the  pleasure 
which  he  felt  wecoming  to  Detroit  and  Michigan  the  members  of 
this  great  Association.  The  city  was  glad  to  receive  them,  every 
door  was  open  to  whomsoever  sought  admittance.  The  people 
would  do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to  make  the  stay  of  the 
visitors  a  pleasurable  one.  If  any  of  the  medical  guests  did  not 
see  what  he  wanted,  he  had  only  to  send  for  it,  and  if  he  did  see 
what  he  wanted,  he  was  to  take  it. 

Dr.  Walker  supplemented  this  address  by  a  few  words  of  wel- 
come from  the  medical  profession  of  the  city,  whose  honor  it 
was  to  entertain  for  the  third  time  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. '  He  then  introduced  the  President  of  the  Association, 
Dr.  Henry.  O.  Marcy,  of  Boston,  presenting  him  at  the  same 
with  a  handsome  gavel  made  from  the  wood  of  the  celebrated 
Pontiac  tree,  a  tree  which  was  the  silent  witness  of  the  final 
triumph  of  the  infant  settlement  of  Detroit  over  its  savage  foes. 

The  President  thanked  the  committee  for  its  gift,  and  said  that 
he  felt  a  peculiar  pleasure  in  being  able  to  reciprocate  by  pre- 
senting to  the  Association  a  gavel  with  other  and  no  less  precious 
historic  associations.     It  was  made  from  a  piece  of  the  Charter 
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lartford  with  a  handle  of  wood  from  the  United  States 
UBtitution.  Armed  with  those  twosymbola  of  authority, 
I  with  no  misgivinga  upon  the  honorable  task  of  guid- 
iliberation  of  the  representative  assembly  of  the  physi- 
be  United  States. 

m  in  Medicine  was  the  title  of  the  President's  address, 
ricau  Medical  Association,  he  said,  holds  a  position 
e  great  medical  societies  of  the  world  in  many  ways 
it  of  any  other.  Born  of  a  felt  want  among  the  mem- 
srofession  widely  scattered  in  a  comparatively  new  and 
y  developed  country,  it  struggled  along  in  the  weak- 
I  infancy,  conquering  the  disadvantages  of  great  dls- 
mpassed  by  comparatively  slow,  tedious,  and  expensive 
travel.  It  was  wisely  enacted  that  the  Association 
a  large  degree  of  delegated  membership,  since  this 
as  by  no  other  plan,  a  representative  body,  and  be 
hat  it  was  not  too  much  to  claim  that  it  stands  as  the 
Df  the  medical  thought  and  progress  of  the  profession 
ited  States. 

;h  the  speaker  held  that  the  Association  must  hare  its 
ent  law,  its  Code  of  Ethics,  he  inclined  strongly  to  the 
jrality,  and  believed  that  the  differentiation  between  so- 
)ols  of  medicine  should  be  made  alone  between  ignor- 
knowledge,  since  it  is  only  fair  to  grant  that  consider- 
s  of  men  devoted  to  a  common  calling  must  he  adjudged 
st,  and  that  their  own  selfish  interest  in  the  attainment 
in  any  given  profession  must  be  determined  by  the 
of  the  best  means  to  a  given  end.  Such  differentia- 
i  the  abolition  of  ism  and  pathy,  and  there  will  be  in- 
n  their  stead  a  more  or  less  accurate  interpretation  of 
aw  as  to  what  constitutes  the  treatment  of  disease,  of 
r  by  year  there  is  the  constantly  increasing  demonstra- 
tbe  mere  administration  of  drugs,  no  matter  how  val- 
lie  least  important  part. 

of  homteopathy  as  a  separate  school  of  medicine  was 
reat  measure  to  the  unreasoning  and  dogmatic  opposi- 
exaggerated  conservatism,  one  effect  of  which  was  to 
tilic  sympathy  for  the  advocates  of  the  new  theory, 
thus  placed  in  the  position  of  the  under  dog  in  the 
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fight.  In  Europe,  where  the  new  doctrine  was  given  a  chance 
to  prove  its  superiority,  it  has  made  little  or  no  way  among  the 
people  or  in  the  universities. 

The  speaker  then  referred  to  the  anomaly  of  two  distinct 
State  societies  in  New  York,  which,  however,  has  had  the  good 
effect  of  stimulating  both  societies  to'  the  accomplishment  of  ex* 
cellent  scientific  work. 

Relation  of  the  American  Medical  Association  to  the  General 
Profession  in  America, — There  has  arisen,  even  among  the  warm 
supporters  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  inquiry  if 
the  larger  service  of  the  organization  to  the  profession  at  large 
had  not  been  accomplished,  coupled  with  the  criticisms  that  our 
country  is  far  too  great,  and  extending  over  too  much  area,  for 
any  one  central  body ;  that  the  development  of  our  art  has  grown* 
beyond  the  possibility  of  personal  compass;  that  this  is  the  age 
of  specialism;  and  that  the  evolution  of  the  medicine  of  the 
future  must,  of  necessity,  be  in  the  hands  of  special  societies 
devoted  to  the  perfecting  of  certain  lines  of  investigation.  In 
the  recognition  of  a  common  want  there  have  been  formed  na- 
tional societies,  limited  in  membership,  covering  all  the  special 
branches  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Under  the  leadership  of  a 
few  master  spirits  it  has  been  thought  quite  sufficient  to  bring 
these  special  societies  together  at  repeated  intervals  under  the 
attractive  title  of  ' '  The  American  Congress  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons."  All  this,  Dr.  Marcy  said,  met  his  approval,  but  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  such  an  argument  was  founded  on 
a  false  conception  of  our  professional  duties  and  their  relation  to 
our  life-work;  since,  regardless  of  the  specialistic  development 
to  which  we  may  subsequently  attain  we  must  begin  upon  a  com- 
mon level  and  master,  with  greater  or  less  fidelity  and  patience, 
the  fundamental  branches  of  medicine;  and  he  who  does  this 
well  and  perfects  himself  most  broadly  and  deeply  in  a  general 
way,  in  practice  as  well  as  theory,  finds  himself  subsequently  the 
better  fitted  for  specialistic  labor.  In  the  general  field  of  medi- 
cine the  great  rank  and  file  of  the  profession  must  continue  to 
work,  and  as  the  representative  body  of  this  vast  army  of  workers 
the  American  Medical  Association,  without  fear  or  favor,  must 
continue  to  be  its  exponent.  Here,  as  upon  a  common  altar,  the 
most  obscure  may  bring  his  offering  and  find  inspiration  which 
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will  help  to  make  him  subsequently  a  leader  in  some  one  of  the 
many  fields  of  specialistic  research  and  a  contributor  to  the  re- 
sources of  his  profession  in  such  a  way  that  we  will  gladly  en- 
twine about  his  brow  the  laurels  of  immortality.  There  is  no 
occasion  for  jealousy  between  the  national  societies  of  our  great 
couutiy.     The  field  is  large  and  the  work  ample. 

The  speaker  then  dwelt  upon  the  relation  of  the  Association 
to  the  State  societies,  the  annual  meetings,  the  labors  of  the  sec- 
tions, and  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Journal  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

The  Evil  of  Intemperance  was  touched  upon  briefly,  the  matter 
being  one  which  concerned  so  closely  the  members  of  our  own 
profession,  than  whom  none  are  better  qualified  to  instruct  the 
public  upon  the  uses  and  abuses  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

A  National  Board  of  Health. — As  to  the  question  of  a  National 
Board  of  Health,  the  speaker  regarded  it  as  one  of  great  im- 
portance. It  had  been  urged,  with  reason,  and  he  trusted  that 
it  would  soon  be  carried  into  effect,  that  not  only  such  a  wisely- 
selected  National  Board  of  Health  should  be  reestablished  by 
the  General  Government,  but  also  that  it  should  find  its  expo- 
nent in  a  specially-appointed  member  of  the  presidential  council, 
to  be  known  as  Secretary  of  Public  Health.  In  the  United 
States  such  an  organization  is  not  only  more  necssary  than  in 
any  other  country,  on  account  of  its  widespread  geographical 
area  and  population  existing  under  more  diverse  conditions,  but 
also  because  the  medical  ofiScers  of  our  Government,  in  both  the 
Army  and  the  Navy  Departments,  are  much  less  in  number  than 
those  of  the  European  nations.  We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the 
American  Public  Health  Association  for  the  exceptional  work 
which  has  been  accomplished  under  its  auspices  in  the  advance- 
ment of  sanitary  science  and  the  practical  application  of  public 
hygiene.  Its  publications  have  proved  a  very  efficient  means 
for  the  dissemination  of  valuable  knowledge.  The  work  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  had  given  great  satisfaction,  and  its 
field  of  usefulness  was  about  to  be  extended  by  a  bill  now  pend- 
ing, which  has  for  its  purpose  the  protection  of  the  public  from 
the  adulteration  of  food  products  in  the  United  States.  It  is  an 
important  subject,  an  effort  made  in  the  right  direction  for  the 
protection  of  the  people  from  stupendous  frauds  and  imposture, 
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resulting  in  great  injury  to  the  community,  oftentimes  fraught 
with  the  gravest  dangers  to  life,  and  it  should  meet  with  the 
heartiest  approval  and  active  support  of  our  entire  profession. 
The  food  products  presented  for  sale  in  our  markets  should  be 
reasonably  safe  for  public  consumption,  as  assured  by  Govern- 
ment inspection. 

The  Relation  of  the  Assoeiation  to  the  Medical  Profession  m 
Foreign  Countries  was  a  cause  of  much  satisfaction.  At  the  Berlin 
Congress  there  were  over  six  hundred  and  fifty  members  from 
the  United  States,  the  largest  number  representing  any  nation- 
ality except  Germany.  The  great  majority  of  these  were  dele- 
gates from  this  Association.  The  speaker  then  referred  to  the 
Pan-American  Medical  Congress,  and  said  that  if  our  nation  ful- 
fills its  apparent  destiny,  the  early  future  will  see  no  longer  the 
necessity  of  our  advanced  pupils  making  European  pilgrimages 
for  original  research  and  study  in  foreign  languages,  but  rather 
that  our  own  great  centers  of  learning  will  be  selected  as  the 
Meccas  of  the  best  modern  thought,  where  students  of  all  na- 
tionalities shall  gather  for  instruction.  Professor  Virchow,  in 
his  presidential  address  before  the  last  International  Medical 
Congress,  congratulated  the  surgeons  of  An}erica  as  at  present 
representing  the  best  attainment  of  surgical  teaching  and  prac- 
tice in  the  world.  It  is  not  too  much  to  claim  that  we  are  now 
equipped  to  compete  successfully  with  any  of  the  great  centers 
of  European  learning  for  the  teaching  of  medicine  in  all  its  nu- 
merous branches,  and  few  more  potent  measures  can  be  advo- 
cated for  the  better  union  of  all  our  Western  interests  and  the 
moulding:  of  the  scientfic  thought,  in  its  various  branches  of 
learning,  of  the  leaders  in  this  coming  civilization  of  our  great 
Southern  continent. 

Consmnption. — The  fell  destroyer  consumption  is  the  greatest 
scourge  of  the  human  race,  counting  its  victims,  in  the  United 
States  alone,  over  one  hundred  thousand  annually.  We  have 
the  clear  demonstration  of  its  cause,  as  a  particular  microbific 
entity,  with  its  life-history  and  development  now  clearly  estab- 
lished;  how  it  enters  the  human  organism,  and  by  its  propagation 
and  development  results  in  the  death  of  the  individual.  The 
discovery  is  sufiicient  honor  to  one  man,  we  might  almost  say  to 
one  generation,  since,  based  upon  such  knowledge,  there  must 
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develop  means  for  its  control,  if  not  its  extermination.  ''A  na- 
tion's health  is  a  nation's  wealth/'  a  nation's  happiness.  The 
application  of  the  principles  of  modem  science,  as  already  known 
to  us,  introduced  into  the  practice  of  daily  living,  would  diminish 
sickness  and  suffering  one-half  and  the  death-rate  by  at  least 
one-third.  It  is  for  the  medical  profession  to  show  how  these 
principles  may  be  applied  and  how  this  scourge  may  be  deprived 
of  its  terrors.  It  becomes  us,  as  a  great  high  priesthood  of  the 
most  sacred  calling,  veritably  as  Moses  to  an  enslaved  people,  to 
point  out  the  way  of  life,  its  dangers,  and  how  to  avoid  its  acci- 
dents, and  to  direct  in  the  great  highway  of  human  endeavor 
the  development  and  fruition  of  the  human  race,  a  training  of 
the  soul's  pupilage  for  immortality — ife/w  zawi  iu  eorpore  sano. 
The  address  was  referred,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Association, 
to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Gihon  reported  th^  death  of  Dr.  Brodie,  of  Detroit,  ex- 
President  of  the  Af  sociation,  and  moved  a  vote  of  condolence  to 
the  family. 

Dr.  Bray,  President  of  the  Canadian  Medical  Association,  was 
then  introduced,  and  extended  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  mem- 
bers of  this  Association  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Canadian 
Society,  at  Ottawa,  September  next. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  was  then  read  by  Dr.  Atkinson. 
It  dealt  chiefly  with  the  question  of  representation  in  the  Asso- 
ciation, a  subject  which  presented  many  difficulties  owing  to  the 
diverse  laws  of  the  societies  in  the  different  States.  The  speaker 
proposed  action  leading  to  greater  uniformity  in  respect  to  mem- 
bership in  the  various  State  and  local  medical  societies. 

It  was  voted  that  the  question  of  representation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley  Medical  Society  be  referred  for  decision  to  the  Ju- 
dicial Council. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sections, — Dr.  Marshall,  of  Chicago, 
read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sections  which  had  been 
appointed  to  devise  means  for  improving  the  work  of  the  various 
Sections.  The  committee  advocated  that  more  time  be  given  to 
Section  work  by  shortening  the  general  sessions.  In  order  to 
effect  this  it  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  the 
effect  that  an  Executive  Committee  of  three  members  from  each 
Section  be  appointed  to  constitute  a  general  business  committee. 
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to  which  shall  be  referred  all  new  business  introduced  in  general 
session,  and  which  shall  also  take  the  place  of  the  Nominating 
Committee.  The  amendment  was  moved  as  a  substitute  to  the 
one  introduced  by  Dr.  Culbertson  at  the  last  meeting.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  adopted.  It  was  objected  that  this 
proposed  substitute  to  the  amendment  involved  such  radical 
changes  in  the  organization  of  the  Association,  taking  away  en- 
tirely its  representative  character,  that  it  should  not  be  consid- 
ered this  year,  but  should  lie  over  as  a  new  amendment.  A 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost.  The  Chair  decided  that  the 
substitute  should  lie  over  for  one  year,  but' on  appeal  his  decision 
was  not  sustained.  It  was  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  clause  relating  to  the  Nominating  Committee,  and  the  amended 
substitute  was  then  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Secretary  of  Public  Health, — A  long  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Secretary  of  Public  Health  was  then  read.  The  committee 
reported  progress,  asked  to  be  continued,  and  begged  that  physi- 
cians throughout  the  country  urge  the  consideration  of  this 
measure  upon  their  representatives  in  Congress.  After  a  pro- 
tracted discussion  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Although  there  were  several  committees  yet  to  report,  it  was 
so  late  that  an  adjournment  was  had,  in  order  not  to  encroach 
upon  the  time  allotted  to  the  work  of  the  Sections. 

The  attendance  at  this  meeting,  to  judge  from  the  large  au- 
dience at  the  opening  session,  is  greater  than  for  several  years 
previous.  The  house  was  well  filled  by  the  delegates  and  their 
wives,  while  the  familiar  faces  of  many  of  the  older  and  venerated 
leaders  of  the  Association  were  visible  on  the  stage.  In  addition 
to  this,  the  stage  was  further  ornamented  by  graceful  palms  and 
hydrangeas,  and  other  potted  plants. 

In  the  evening  a  reception  was  tendered  the  members  of  the 
Association  and  their  ladies  at  the  Light  Infantry  Armory  by 
the  medical  profession  of  Detroit.  The  lady  visitors  were  also 
entertained  by  carriage  drives  around  the  city  and  yacht  sailing 
on  the  river  in  the  afternoon. 

SECOND   DAY. 

The  session  was  opened  at  eleven  o'clock  by  the  President. 
After  the  announcement  of  meetings  of  special  committees  and 
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sections,  the  Secretary  read  a  resolution  offerred  by  Dr.  Hough- 
ton, of  Vermont,  calling  for  the  appointment  ot*  a  committee*to 
consider  the  changes,  if  any,  that  it  may  deem  necessary  to  make 
in  the  Code  of  Ethics.     On  motion  this  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Judicial  Council  then  reported  that  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society  are  not  in 
affiliation  with  the  American  Medical  Assiciation,  hence  Dr.  Pot- 
ter, as  a  member  of  these  societies,  cannot  be  recognized  as  a 
member  of  this  Association. 

Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  refer  the  report  back  to 
the  Council  for  consideration. 

The  President  decided  that  the  question  was  out  of  order.  An 
appeal  to  this  ruling  was  taken,  but  the  President  was  sustained. 

For  a  time  the  Convention  was  in  the  utmost  disorder,  and  a 
serious  quarrel  seemed  to  be  imminent;  but,  thanks  to  the  firm- 
ness and  intelligent  guidance  of  the  presiding  officer,  peace  was 
finally  restored.  Although  the  delegates  voted  by  a  large  ma- 
jority to  sustain  the  President's  ruling,  it  was  evident  that  very 
many  of  them  were  not  in  syi^pathy  with  the  action  taken  by  the 
Committee  in  depriving  Dr.  Potter  of  his  right  to  membership. 

Dr.  C.  A.  L.  Reed,  of  the  Committee  of  the  Pan-American 
Medical  Congress,  reported  progress. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Reed's  report  Dr.  Vanderveer,  of 
Albany,  rose  to  a  question  of  personal  privileges.  He  said  that 
he  and  a  number  of  his  colleagues,  members  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Society  and  permanent  members  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  wished  to  know  where  they  stood.  Thy 
had  been  invited  here  by  officers  of  the  Association  and  had  been 
asked  to  read  papers,  and  one  of  them  had  been  declared  not  to 
be  a  member  of  the  Association.  They  were  thus  placed  in  a 
very  embarrassing  position. 

Dr.  Reed,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  question  of  the  status  of 
the  permanent  members  from  New  York  State  be  referred  for 
consideration  to  the  Judicial  Council. 

This  was  followed  by  a  long  discussion  and  the  introduction  of 
several  substitute  motions. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  King,  of  Missouri,  that  the  President 
appoint  a  committee  of  five  to  meet  with  a  like  number  from  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to  adjudicate  upon 
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the  standing  of  raembers  of  that  society,  and  report  at  the  next 
annual  meeting.  / 

An  amendment  was  offered  to  this  by  Dr.  Gihon,  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  that  until  this  report  was  made  all  the  permanent 
members  from  New  York  State  now  registered  retain  their  privi- 
leges in  the  Association. 

A  further  amendment  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Truax  to  the  ef- 
fect that  five  members  from  the  New  York  tttate  Medical  Asso- 
ciation be  added  to  this  Conference  Committee. 

The  substitute  motion  and  its  three  amendments  were  finally 
carried  unanimously. 

Address  on  Surgery, — Dr.  John  B.  Hamilton  then  delivered 
his  address,  the  subject  of  which  was:  *'The  General  Principles  '    ' 

of  the  Surgery  of  the  Brain  and  its  Envelopes."     There  is  an  .. 

old  axiom,  the  orator  said,  to  the  effect  that  there  is  no  wound  .< 

of  the  head  too  small  to  be  despised,  and  none  too  grave  for  life  ^'j 

to  be  despaired  of.  In  spite,  however,  of  this,  the  general  rule 
has  been,  until  recently,  to  rely  in  most  cases  of  cranial  injury 
upon  the  vis  medicatrix  naturod. 

The  speaker  then  reviewed  the  history  of  cerebral  surgery  from 
the  earliest  times  down  to  the  present.  Some  progress  has  been 
made  in  operative  measures,  especially  in  the  use  of  the  surgical 
engine,  but  the  most  marked  advance  has  been  in  the  line  of  di- 
agnosis of  intra-cranial  lesions.  The  use  of  the  phrase  cerebral 
localization  was  condemned,  the  speaker  holding  that  the  single 
word  diagnosis  was  sufficiently  comprehensive.  In  the  case  of 
abscesses  as  well  as  of  gun-shot  injuries  the  diagnosis  is  often  ex- 
tremely difficult.  The  localization  of  critical  lesions  is  often 
comparatively  easy,  but  that  of  affections  of  the  cerebral  ganglia 
is  a  matter  of  extreme  uncertainty.  What  is  most  feared  after 
an  injury  to  the  skull  is  the  formation  of  cerebral  abscess.  This, 
it  should  be  remembered,  may  follow  a  simple  fissure  almost  as 
readily  as  a  more  extensive  wound.  The  deeper  parts  most  re- 
mote from  the  surface  are  most  liable  to  be  the  seat  of  a  suppur- 
ative process,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  cleansing  them  from  par- 
ticles of  foreign  matter.  Intra-cranial  hemorrhage  is  another 
danger  to  be  apprehended.  The  speaker  then  quoted  the  reports 
of  a  number  of  cases  of  operation  for  traumatic  hemorrhages, 
taken  from  recent  literature.     Trephine  for  aphasia  after  injury 
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is  not  a  very  rare  operation,  but  it  has  seldom  been  done  when 
there  were  no  external  wound.  The  necessity  of  distinguishing 
between  sensory  and  motor  aphasia  was  insisted  upon.  In  the 
matter  of  trephining,  Dr.  Hamilton  referred  to  a  recent  paper  by 
Dr.  Roberts,  in  which  the  writer  made  a  strong  plea  for  conser- 
vatism, condemning  what  is  called  experimental  operations.  He 
insisted,  however,  upon  the  necessity  of  trephining  in  case  of 
punctured  wounds. 

Cerebral  Injuries  in  the  New-horn. — Operative  interference  in 
these  cases  has  been  generally  barren  of  results.  The  operation 
of  craniotomy  for  the  relief  of  intra-cranial  pressure  and  micro- 
cephalus  was  referred  to,  and  the  reports  of  some  cases  read. 
Spinal  laminectomy — as  recommended  by  Mr.  Luke  for  the  relief 
of  intra-cranial  pressure  from  accumulated  cerebral  fluid — was 
mentioned  with  approval.  The  writer  believed  it  was  worthy  of 
a  trial  in  suitable  cases  before  a  resort  was  had  to  craniotomy,  for 
the  reason  that  the  further  removed  from  the  head  was  the  point 
of  operation  the  greater  the  safety  to  the  patient.  The  ancient 
practice  of  trepanning  for  epilepsy  has  lately  been  revived  in  cer- 
tain cases,  with  apparent  benefit;  but  the  cases  ought  to  be  care- 
fully selected,  and  indiscriminate  operation  was  to  be  condemned. 
The  speaker  then  referred  briefly  to  certain  recently  performed 
operations  on  the  cranial  nerves,  especially  to  the  removal  of  the 
Casserian  ganglion  for  relief  of  inveterate  neuralgia,  and  to 
Hartley's  intra-cranial  neurectomy. 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  HamilUju  said  that,  although  the  progress 
is  cerebral  surgery  had  been  considerable,  there  yet  remained 
much  to  gain  in  this  field.  What  had  already  been  accomplished 
was  due  in  the  first  instance  almost  wholly  to  the  labors  of  P,as- 
teur  and  Lister,  which  had  resulted  in  the  universal  adoption  of 
of  antiseptic  surgical  methods. 

On  motion,  the  address  was  referred,  with  thanks  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

After  the  reading  of  some  notices  by  the  Secretary,  Dr.  At- 
kinson, the  session  was  then  adjourned. 


THIRD   DAY. 


The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  eleven  o'clock  by  the 
President. 
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Immediately  upon  the  opening  of  the  meeting,  the  Secretary, 
on  request,  read  a  series  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Pennsyl-  < 
vania  Medical  Association  regarding  the  insertion  of  proprietary 
medicine  advertisements  in  medical  journals.  The  resolutions 
-denounced  such  practice  in  rigorous  terms  as  an  insult  to  the  in- 
telligence of  the  profession,  and  specifically  scored  the  Journal 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  advertising  proprietary 
medicines.  The  resolutions  were  greeted  with  applause,  and  a 
resolution  was  adopted  endorsing  the  sentiments,  and  calling  the 
attention  of  the  trustees  of  the  Journal  of  the  Association  to  . 'i 

the  matter. 

The  Chairman  then  introdticed  Dr.  William  Pepper,  of  Phila- 
delphia, President  of  the  coming  Pan-American  Medical  Con- 
gress, who  addressed  the  convention  for  a  few  minutes.  He 
•called  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  Congress,  saying  it 
would  establish  a  general  standard  for  medical  practice. 

' '  Closer  and  closer  personal  relations,  and  more  and  more  re- 
ciprocity with  the  countries  of  the  western  hemisphere,"  he  said, 
*'will  be  productive  of  much  good.  There  are  great  questions 
of  sanitation  and  other  matters  pertaining  to  public  health  which 
can  best  be  solved  by  a  free  interchange  of  opinion.  It  is  fit  and 
proper  that  I  should  speak  of  this  matter  to  you,  as  this  Associa- 
tion is  the  originator  of  the  Congress.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  any 
of  your  time,  and  will  only  express  the  hope  that  the  Congress 
will  be  so  conducted  as  to  promote  medical  education  and  the 
advancement  of  science,  and  facilitate  measures  for  the  preven- 
tion of  disease." 

When  the  applause  following  Dr.  Pepper's  remarks  had  sub- 
■sided,  a  resolution  was  presented,  and  unanimously  adopted, 
thanking  Senator  John  Sherman  and  the  members  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  for  securing  the  passage  of  a 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  officially 
invite  countries  of  the  western  hemisphere  to  send  delegates  to 
the  Congress,  and  calling  upon  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
take  similar  action. 

President  Henry  O.  Marcy  then  named  the  following  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  a  Revision  of  the  Ethical  Code,  the 
convention  having  instructed  him  yesterday  to  appoint  such  a 
committee:  Dr.  H.  D.  Holton,  of  Vermont;  Dr.  Henry  D.  Di- 


'ork;  Dr.  LaertuaCoiigor,  of  Detroit;  Dr.  Daniel 
Illinois;  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  of  Pennsylvania. 
D  also  announced  the  following  doctors  to  repre- 
ican  Medical  Assoeiation  on  the  Committee  on 
r  the  dispute  on  the  New  York  State  Medical  So- 
5.  Davis,  of  Chicago;  Dr.  J.  H.  Rauch,  of  Illi- 
?.  Briggs,  of  Tennessee;  Dr.  D.  S.  Reynolds,  of 

Dr.  W.  P.  King,  of  Philadelphia. 
lugliaon,  of  Philadelphia,  Treasurer  of  the  Aeeo- 
1  a  balance  of  S3.076.46  on  hand,  and  that  he 
plications  for  certificates,  with  offers  to  pay  dues, 
ctors  whose  standing  was  in  dispute,  and  was  un- 
^hiug  iu  the  matter  until  the  Committee  on  Con- 
verge W.  Webster,  M.D.,  reported  that  during 
I  received  1.200  medical  journals,  pamphlets,  etc. 
veral  years  ago  Dr.  Touer,  of  Washington,  sup- 
i  Association  would  have  a  permanent  library  in 
id  begun  the  collection  of  medical  journals  and 
the  Association,  and  that  these  had  accumulated 
d  in  the  garret  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  in 
The  Newberry  Library,  of  Chicago,  offers  to 
,  and  care  for  this  large  collection,  which  is  now 
iny  one,  and  to  pluce  It  where  any  works  can  be 
the  profession.     The  Library  will  hold  the  works 

as  new  ones  received,  and  will  turn  them  over 
ion  on  demand.  The  Librarian  asked  for  per- 
it  this  offer,  and  a.  resolution  complying  with  the 
)ted.  Members  of  the  Association  were  requested 
[itributious  to  the  library  as  they  wish  as  soon  as 

hon,  of  Brooklyn,  reported  concerning  the  mon- 
Benjamiu  Rush.  He  said  that  about  $3,000  has 
ir  the  fund  up  to  date,  8300  of  which  was  gener- 
er  from  the  proceeds  of  the  medical  exhibit  last 
il.OOO  of  which  had  been  subscribed  by  Pennsyl- 
I  that  the  committee  originally  thought  that  the 
1  men  in  the  country  could  easily  raise  a  large 
le    there    had    been   some  disappointment,  the 
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work  would  go  on.  He  made  an  urgent  appeal  for  subscriptions. 
Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  indorsing  the 
efforts  of  the  Association  of  American  Medical  Colleges  to  ad- 
vance the  standard  of  medical  education.  The  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  copies  of  it  to 
all  medical  colleges,  societies,  and  journals  in  the  country. 

The  trustees  of  the  Journal  of  the  Association  reported  the 
progress  made  by  the  Journal,  and  outlined  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, which  were  as  follows:  Receipts,  $31,861.45;  expenses, 
$30,064.02;  balance,  $1,797.43. 

Dr.  Toner,  of  Washington,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  centennial  of  the  discovery  of  vaccination  by  Dr.  Jenner  will  /? 

occur  May  14,  1896,  and  he  offered  a  resolution  providing  that 
a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  aiTange  for  a  proper  celebra- 
tion on  the  occasion;  that  one  day  of  the  annual  session  of  the 
Association  in  1896  be  set  apart  for  the  presentation  of  papers 
pertaining  to  the  celebration,  and  that  if  possible  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association  in  1896  be  held  in  Washington,  so 
that  exhibits  and  documents  on  the  great  subject  of  small-pox 
may  be  available.     The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Chair  started  to  introduce  Dr.  Gihon,  who  was  to  deliver 
the  annual  address  on  general  medicine,  but  Dr.  Reynolds,  of 
Kentucky,  called  for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions, his  point  being  that  the  committee  had  been  instructed  to 
present  a  report  yesterday  morning.  He  wished  to  know  what 
instructions  had  been  given  the  committee  regarding  the  eligi- 
bility of  New  Yorkers  who  belong  to  the  State  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Truax,  of  New  York,  stated  that  Dr.  Gihon's  resolution 
disposing  of  the  New  York  matter  did  not  specify  any  names, 
while  the  official  record,  which  had  been  read  in  the  meantime, 
had  inserted  the  names  of  Drs.  Potter,  Vander  Veer,  and  others. 

Dr.  Quimby,  of  New  Jersey — **What  has  this  do  with  the 
Nominating  Committee?     The  gentleman  is  out  of  order." 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago — **The  resolution  regarding  the 
New  York  matter  made  no  reference  to  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee." 

Dr.  Reynolds — "Does  the  action  of  the  convention  reinstate 
Drs.  Potter,  Vander  Veer,  and  others?" 

Chairman  Marcy  attempted  again  to  introduce  Dr.  Oihon,  but 
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Dr.  Toner,  of  Washington,  whose  jovial  face  belied  any  malice* 
in  his  heart,  arose  and  said:  ''Mr.  Chairman,  I  insist  that  Dr. 
%^  '  Gihon*8  resolution  was  not  recorded  as  it  wiew  read  to  the  convene 

tion.     It  is  a  falsification  of  the  record." 

This  aroused  Dr.  Gihon,  who  was  on  the  stage,  and  he  came 
forward.  Leaning  over  the  footlights,  he  exclaimed:  **That 
term  cannot  be  used  to  me,  sir,  and,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  call  the 
gentleman " 

Chairman  Marcy  interrupted  him  with:  "You  must  address- 
the  Chair  from  the  floor." 

Dr.  Gihon  started  for  the  stage  door  to  reach  the  floor  of  the 
house.  Chairman  Marcy,  however,  is  blessed  with  an  unusual 
quantity  of  tact,  and  he  quietly  took  Dr.  Gihon's  arm  and  turned 
the  excitable  naval  surgeon  around  to  face  the  audience. 

''Dr.  Gihon  will  now  address  you  from  the  platform,  and  not 
from  the  floor,"  said  Chairman  Marcy  to  the  delegates.  "His- 
subject  is  'Intellectual  Progress  in  Medicine.'  " 

This  clever  move  saved  the  day.  Dr.  Toner's  round,  "jolly "^ 
face  fairly  beamed;  Dr.  Gihon  hesitated  a  moment,  then  broke 
into  a  smile;  Dr.  Reynolds,  who  was  evidently  contemplating 
"springing"  his  stentorian  voice  on  the  meeting,  chuckled  at 
the  display  of  tact;  Dr.  Davis,  the  "father  of  the  Association," 
resumed  an  easy  and  comfortable  position  in  his  seat;  and  a  gen- 
eral air  of  good  humor  settled  over  the  house.  The  clouds  of 
war  had  blown  away  rapidly,  and  it  was  evident  that  all  inten^ 
tions  to  renew  the  fight  had  been  abandoned.  Dr.  Gihon  stepped 
forward  and  delivered  the  address  in  general  medicine,  which  is- 
reproduced  in  full  in  this  number. 

When  Dr.  Gihon  had  concluded  he  was  given  a  vote  of 
thanks.  « 

Dr.  Heminway,  of  Illinois,  asked  that  the  official  record  be  so- 
amended  as  to  strike  the  names  of  Drs.  Potter,  Vander  Veer,  and 
others  out  of  the  resolution. 

Dr.  Gihon  arose  and  explained  that  if  he  had  neglected  to 
specify  the  names  yesterday  when  giving  his  resolution,  it  was^ 
an  oversight.  He  had  no  intention  of  altering  the  record,  and 
when  he  wrote  out  the  resolution  to  hand  it  to  the  Secretary  he 
thought  it  was  just  as  he  had  stated  it.  This  satisfied  every 
one,  and  Dr.  Heminway's  motion  was  tabled. 
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A  resolution  establishing  a  Section  on  Microscopy  and  Bacte- 
riology was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sections. 

The  session  then  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  next  morning. 

FOURTH   DAY. 

The  Association  having  been  called  to  order  by  the  President, 
at  ten  A.  m.,  Dr.  G.  A.  L.  Reed,  of  Ohio,  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  providing  that  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation should  include  physicians  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  New- 
foundland and  Labrador  as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendment,  under  the  constitution,  was  laid  over  until 
next  year;  the  President  appointing  the  following  Committee  of 
Conference:  Dr.  C.  A.  L.  Beed,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  Dr.  H.  O. 
Walker,  Dr.  C.  A.  Lindsley  and  Dr.  G.  C.  Conn. 

Another  amendment,  providing  that  no  physicians  should  be 
admitted  to  the  Association  unless  they  had  taken  a  four  year's 
course,  was  also  laid  over. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Section  on  Physiplogy  and  Diet- 
etics in  regard  to  the  passage  of  the  Paddock  Pure  Food  Bill 
by  Congress  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Incorporation  reported  that  the  Association 
had  prospered  for  forty  years  without  being  incorporated,  and  that 
incorporation  would  render  it  liable  to  litigation,  and  recom- 
mended that  plans  to  incorporate  be  delayed  for  the  present. 
Adopted. 

Dr.  Quinby,  of  New  Jersey,  called  up  his  amendment,  offered 
last  year,  providing  that  Thursday  morning  of  each  annual  ses- 
sion be  devoted  to  sectional  work,  A  member  suggested  that  it 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  a  state  of  fermentation  for  another  year. 
Dr.  Quimby  said  he  had  no  objections  provided  that  the  fermen- 
tation did  not  develop  into  intoxication.  The  amendment  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  President  appointed  committees  to  audit  the  Rush  Monu- 
ment Fund,  the  Treasurer's  Report,  etc. 

The  Committee  of  the  West  Virginia  Resolutions  made  a  report 
which  threatened  to  cause  trouble,  inasmuch  as  it  suggests  that 
members  of  the  Association  should  be  prevented  from  entering 
the  employ  of  railroads  under  contract  to  act  as  surgeons.  The 
report  stated :  That  surgeons  for  railroads  are  supposed  to  care 
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for  injured  passengers  and  employes  without  regard  to  the  ethical 
rights  of  other  physicians,  and  that  railroad  surgeons,  by  enter- 
ing into  contract,  accept  inadequate  compensation  for  their  work, 
thus  lowering  the  standard  of  the  jprofession.  Underbidding,  to 
get  practice,  was  severely  scored,  and  the  report  discussed  at 
length  the  contract  system.  It  stated  that  the  system  had  gone 
too  far  to  be  stopped,  inasmuch  as  tens  of  thousands  of  members 
of  the  profession  were  involved.  Physicians  in  the  army,  navy, 
marine  hospital  service,  in  hospitals,  health  offices,  schools,  jails, 
prisons,  penitentiaries,  asylums,  and  other  institutions,  are  as 
much  under  contract  as  physicians  for  railroads,  insurance  soci- 
eties, mines  or  factories.  There  are  about  six  thousand  railroad 
surgeons  in  the  United  States,  and  the  system  cannot  be  crushed 
by  adverse  resolutions,  nor  made  disreputable  by  criticism.  Still, 
contract  work  has  gone  too  far  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession, 
and  it  should  be  deprecated  and  not  encouraged.  The  report  was 
adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  then  reported,  their  recom- 
mendation being  as  usual  adopted  by  the  Association,  and  the 
following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  of  Virginia,  President. 

Drs.  H.  O.  Walker,  of  Michigan ;  H.  Brown,  of  Kentucky ; 
H.  Janes,  of  Vermont,  and  Jesse  Hawes,  of  Colorado,  Vice- 
Presidents. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Dunglinson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Secretary. 

Dr.  L.  Montgomery,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Dr.  Geo.  W.  Webster,  of  Chicago,  Librarian. 

To  fill  vacancies  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Journal — Drs. 
Alonzo  Garcelon,  of  Maine;  L.  Conner,  of  Michigan;  Perry  H. 
Millard,  of  Minnesota,  and  —  Patterson,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Members  of  the  Judicial  Council — Drs.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illi- 
nois; Jno.  Morris,  of  Maryland;  H.  D.  Didama,  of  New  York; 
Jno.  B.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania;  A.  M.  Emmet,  of  Iowa;  W. 
T.  Briggs,  of  Tennessee;  C.  W.  Voorhes,  of  Michigan;  W.  E. 
B.  Davis,  of  Georgia,  and  A.  Morgan  Cartlege,  of  Kentucky. 

Milwaukee  was  chosen  as  the  next  place  of  meeting. 

The  President  then  introduced  Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health,  and  a  member  of 
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Medical  and  Dental  Departments  op  the  University 
OF  Tennessee. — ^The  eighteenth  annual  announcement  of  this 
live  and  progressive  institution  has  been  issued.  From  it  we 
find  that  the  important  department  of  Practical  Medicine  is  taught 
by  no  less  than  five  competent  teachers;  Surgery  by  three,  and 
Anatomy  by  thre%;  while  the  various  special  and  regular  chairs 
are  filled  by  able  and  capable  gentlemen.  .  In  addition  to  the 
regular  chair  of  Chemistry,  occupied  by  Prof.  J.  Berrien  Linds- 
ley,  A.M.,  M.D.,  L.L.D.,  Prof.  J.  Criddle  Wharton,  Phar.D., 
has  been  added  to  the  faculty  and  will  lecture  on  Analytical 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

With  the  City  Hospital,  the  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  and  the 
Free  College  Dispensary,  the  Clinical  advantages  will  be  second 
to  none. 


Bngoroement  of  the  Uterus.  Gonorrhea. — I  have  tried 
Sanmetto  in  engorgement  of  the  uterus  and  found  it  better  than 
anything  I  have  ever  used.  Also  in  a  case  of  long  standing  gon- 
orrhea, which  gave  permanent  relief.         W.  C.  Wood,  M.D. 

WooDWABD,  Ala. 


Lambert's  Listerine  still  has  a  strong  hold  with  medical, 
surgical  and  dental  practitioners.  Few  preparations  have  ob- 
tained, and  none  have  deserved  a  greater  degree  of  success. 
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the  Association  from  ''way-back,"  who  in  his  usual  eloquent  and 
impressive  manner  delivered  the  ''Address  on  State  Medicine/ ^ 
which  we  will  be  pleased  to  place  in  full  before  our  readers  in  oar 
next  issue. 

The  usual  resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Detroit  were 
offered  and  adopted,  preceded  by  an  eloquent  tribute  by  the  ven- 
erable "father  of  the  Association,"  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago. 

President  Marcy  then  introduced  his  successor.  Dr.  Hunter 
McGuire,  of  Virginia,  who  was  greeted  with  applause,  and  made  ;>(^ 

a  brief  but  suitable  speech. 

The  forty-third  annual  meeting  was  then  declared  adjourned. 
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BDITOKtAL. 

i  Report  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
lation  is  made  up  from  the  verj  excellent  telegraphic  report 
hed  in  the  N.  Y.  Medical  Record  of  June  11th,  of  the  two 
lays'  meeting;  and  the  remainder  from  the  full  and  corn- 
reports  of  the  other  days  in  the  Detroit  Daily  Free  Pren. 


rDER's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
ander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis- supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
d  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  UuiTersities 
nn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louia 
^anea§  City,  Mo.,   Dallas,"  Texas,   and  New   York,  sole 


Surgical  HANDicaAfr:  A  Muiukl  of  Surgical  ManipoUtioiu, 
or  Surgery,  and  other  matters  cunnected  with  the  Work  of  Hodm 

Hurgical  Dressers.  With  three  hundred  illustnitioDH  on  wood. 
It  American  from  the  Third  Loudon  Editioo.     Revised  and  Edited 


is  is  one  of  the  most  complete  and  satisfactory  works  on 
'  surgery,  bandaging,  and  surgical  raanipulatioos  an<l  dies^ 
if  the  day.  White  the  publication  appeared  in  London  in 
and  many  developments  have  taken  place  in  that  time,  we 
hat  "  Pye's  Sui^ical  Handicraft"  has  been  fully  brought 
the  advances  of  the  present  day  by  its  able  editor. 
)  following  subjects  are  very  fully  considered  and  ably  eln- 
id:  Hemorrhage  and  its  Arrest;  Bandages,  Splints,  etc.; 
ures;  Wounds,  Ulcers,  Burns,  etc.;  Cases  Requiring  Pro- 
i  or  Mechanical  Treatment;  Certain  Emergencies,  Snrgical 
jreQ«ral;  Ancesthetics ;  Extraction  «f  Teeth  and  Manage- 
of  Aural  Cases;  Minor  Surgery  and  Kindred  Subjects;  and 
ppendix  with  Formulary  of  Lotions,  Ointments,  Liniments, 
ics,  Dusting  Powders,  Suppositories,  Hypodermic  InjecUons, 
ntations.  Sprays,  etc. 

e  medical  student  and  hospital  Interoe  will  here  find  a  moat 
ble  array  of  surgical  facts,  well  arranged  and  instractiTe 
i  highest  degree. 
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ADDRESS  ON  STATE  MEDICINE— THE  PEOPLE  AND 
THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MOVEMENT.* 


BY    J.    BERRIEN    LIND8LEY,  M.D., 
Secretary  of  the  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health  ;  Professor  of  Medical 
Chemistry  and  State  Medicine  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee,  etc. 


Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen: 

In  view  of  the  great  interest  taken  by  the  profession  during  the 
past  year  in  the  success  of  the  measure  brought  forward  by  Dr. 
Comegys,  I  have  thought  that  a  succinct  review  of  this  important 
topic  would  not  be  inappropriate  on  the  present  occasion. 

One  day,  while  in  attendance  upon  my  second  course  of  lec- 


*DeIivered  at  the  forty -third  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  June  7,  1892. 
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tures  in  the  Univereity  of  FeoDeylvania,  sessions  of  1842-3,  it 
chanced  that,  examining  the  rich  a.nA  varied  stores  of  literature 
at  a  second-hand  book  store,  mj  attention  was  arrested  by  an  un- 
pretending volume  with  a  copioua  title  page,  the  gist  of  which 
was:  "An  Inquiry  into  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Laboring 
Population  of  Great  Britain."  I  purchased  the  book  and  devoured 
the  contents,  and,  perhaps,  no  other  volume  has  so  inflnenced  the 
thoughts,  studies  and  pursuits  of  along  life  as  has  that  uninviting 
Government  document,  for  the  "Report"  which  it  contained  was 
the  work  of  a  master  mind  after  mature  investigation.  Edwin 
Chsdwick,  the  young  and  obscure  Secretary  of  the  "Commission," 
in  that  "Report"  made  a  mark  upon  the  civilization  not  only  of 
the  British  Isles  and  of  the  wide  expanded  British  Dominions, 
but  upon  the  entire  world. 

The  "Report"  is  dated  London,  May,  1842,  and  closed  with 
conclusions:  "First,  as  to  the  extent  and  operation  of  the  evils 
which  are  the  subject  of  the  inquiry;  secondly,  as  to  the  means 
hy  which  the  present  sanitary  condition  of  the  laboring  classes 
may  be  improved."  The  four  concluding  pages  contain  an  ad- 
mirable summary  of  practical  public  hygiene.  No  one  now, 
fifty  years  after  their  date,  can  rise  from  their  perusal  without 
admiration  of  the  genius  which ,  after  two  and  a  half  years'  study 
and  observation,  elaborated  them.  ^  a  practical  application  of 
the  Baconian  method  of  philosophy,  they  may  be  placed  along 
side  with  the  celebrated  Essay  of  Dr.  William  Charles  Wells, 
upon  the  phenomena  of  dew. 

Fiftv  vears  &go,  the  fearful  ravages  of  Asiatic  cholera  among 
boring  people  of  the  British  Isles  was  still  matter  of 
lent.  At  that  time,  also,  the  effects  of  the  then 
:ion  known  as  the  Parliament  Reform  were  becom- 
insomuch  that  the  wants  and  welfare  of  the  people 
ct  the  attention  of  statesmen  and  party  leaders,  and 
lat  day  to  this  been  the  main  topic  for  legislation, 
ture  of  British  history  for  the  past  half  century  has 
stant,  steady  elevation  of  the  masses,  and  the  one 
under  this  general  head  has  been  the  public  health. 
Ference  is  made  to  the  Acts  of  Parliament, 
le  city  of  New  Orleans  was  laid  waste  by  an  epi- 
low  fever  without  a  parallel  in  all  its  history.     An 
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able  Sanitary  Commission  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Health 
to  make  a  report  on  this  epidemic,  which  was  published  by  an- 
thority  of  the  Ci£y  Council  in  1864.  It  is  a  large  and  carefully 
prepared  octavo,  by  able  men.  The  treatise  «*Upon  the  Sanitary 
Condition  of  New  Orleans,"  by  Edward  H.  Barton,  A.M.,M.D., 
especially,  was  widely  commended.  Undoubtedly  it  was  of  great 
service  to  the  Federal  Government  during  the  occupation  of  New 
Orleans,  1862-6  inclusive,  when  the  city  was  noted  for  its  clean- 
liness and  healthf  ulness. 

This  is  a  creditable  municipal  document.  New  Orleans  made 
a  step  forward  which,  had  it  been  kept  up  until  now,  would  have 
placed  it  alongside  of  Calcutta  or  Bombay,  with  a  population  of 
over  a  half  million,  and  commercial  relations  with  the  wide  world. 
The  calamitous  experience  of  Tennessee  in  1878  and  79  re-awak- 
ened popular  interest  in  New  Orleans  upon  local  and  maritine 
sanitation,  and,  if  the  people  do  not  go  asleep,  once  more  rapid 
progress  towards  its  due  position  as  one  of  the  world's  great  cities 
may  be  expected. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  examples  of  the  people  moving 
actively  for  sanitary  reform  is  found  in  the  ''Report  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Hygiene  and  Public  Health  of  the  Citizens'  Association  of 
New  York,  upon  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  City,"  published 
in  1865.  '  This  massive  volume,  truly  a  manual  of  practical  san- 
itation, was  gotten  up  under  the  guidance  of  some  twenty-four 
eminent  surgeons  and  physicians  of  New  York,  who  constituted 
the  "Council of  Hygiene."  Names  known,  honored,  reverenced 
and  loved  by  us  all  occur  in  this  glorious  list.  With  one  accord 
they  all  assigned  the  foremost  place  to  Elisha  Harris,  their  Sec- 
retary, who,  with  Joseph  M.  Smith,  President,  and  Willard 
Parker,  Vice-President,  constituted  the  executive  of  the  Council. 
Dr.  Harris'  report  upon  the  local  sanitation  of  the  city,  its  de- 
fects and  remedies,  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  model. 

The  influence  of  the  British  example  in  sanitary  reform  is  no- 
where better  seen  than  in  Massachusetts,  where  in  1850  was  pub- 
lished a  ''Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Massachusetts,"  by 
Lemuel  Shattuck,  an  eminent  writer  and  legislator.  This  highly 
educated  and  most  public-spirited  community  was  among  the  ear- 
liest to  comprehend  the  far-reaching  benefits  of  State  or  prevent- 
ive medicine.    It  was  the  first  to  establish  a  State  Board  of  Health 
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which  for  the  most  part  it  has  liberally  supported,  and  which  has 
brought  rich  returns  to  the  State  in  more  ways  than  one. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  in  America,  as  well  as  in  Britain, 
sanitary  reform  was  inaugurated  not  so  much  by  the  medical 
profession  as  by  the  general  public,  looking  first  to  its  protection 
from  disastrous  epidemics,  and  next  to  relief  from  preventable 
diseases  and  improvements  in  daily  health.  It  may  be  looked  upon 
as  an  outcropping  of  the  well-defined  tendency  of  the  times  to- 
wards the  elevation  of  the  people.  An  epoch-making  tendency, 
germinated  by  the  American  Revolution  of  1776,  which  startled 
the  world,  by  that  of  France,  1789,  and  which,  the  general  con, 
sent  of  thinking  people,  with  all  shades  of  opinion,  is  about  to 
accomplish  social  results  and  changes,  most  likely  improvements 
not  less  in  magnitude  than  was  witnessed  in  the  fourth  century 
when  Christianity  supplanted  paganism  in  the  Roman  world. 

Though  not  a  medical  movement,  yet  from  the  knowledge  re- 
quired to  put  it  forward,  medical  men  were  naturally  from  the 
start  called  in  by  its  promoters,  and  very  soon  took  the  lead. 
This  is  especially  true  in  America,  where  in  nearly  every  instance 
of  city  or  State  progress  physicians  have  been  the  pioneers.  So 
much  is  this  the  case  that  there  is  now  some  danger  of  the  public 
looking  upon  sanitation  as  belonging  exclusively  to  our  profes- 
sion. No  greater  mistake  can  be  made,  for  it  is  law,  not  medi- 
cine, that  is  most  concerned.  The  prevention  of  disease  and  its 
cure  are  two  very  different  affairs.  Let  every  man  be  a  law 
uuto  himself,  every  household  a  sepai*ate  unit,  and  society  would 
soon  be  reduced  to  savageism  so  far  as  health  is  concerned,  while 
practitioners  of  medicine  would  reap  a  rich  harvest.  On  the 
other  hand,  so  soon  as  households  are  contiguous  every  man  be- 
comes his  brother's  keeper,  and  the  law  must  come  in  with  its 
commands  and  its  penalties. 

Of  recent  years  the  medical  profession  has  been  endeavoring 
to  remedy  this  error  by  calling  in  the  assistance  of  the  people 
through  voluntary  associations,  composed  of  all  descriptions  of 
persons,  and  with  remarkable  success.  Medical  science  can  dic- 
tate what  kind  of  laws  should  be  made  for  the  promotion  of  the 
public  health,  but  is  powerless  to  enforce  these  laws.  Here  the 
people  in  their  individual  and  collective  capacity  must  act.  They 
must  realize  that  they  are  the  Government,  and  if  the  great  city 
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is  hideously  unclean,  so  as  to  merit  the  chastisement  of  a  dozen 
Rudyard  Kiplings,  and  the  little  village  so  nasty  that  no  one 
wishes  to  keep  his  family  in  it,  they  alone  are  responsible. 

If  time  allowed,  we  could  fill  pages  with  the  enumeration  of 
citizens'  volunteer  societies,  from  the  *< American  Public  Health 
Association,"  founded  in  1872,  now  embracing  the  entire  North 
American  continent,  to  ''The  Ladies'  Health  Protective  Assoc!- 
atson  of  the  City  of  New  York,"  established  some  twelve  years 
later,  and  which  has  already  accomplished  great  good.  These 
associations  are  doing  much  good  to  correct  the  idea  that  sanita- 
tion is  a  merely  medical  business.  If  as  active  and  potent  for 
another  decade  as  in  the  past  one,  that  mistake  will  be  eradicated. 

A  powerful  auxiliary  in  this  line  is  the  influence  of  the  maga- 
zines and  weekly  publications.  These  abound  in  well  written 
and  highly  scientific  articles  on  all  topics  of  public  no  less  than 
private  hygiene.  Medical  science  is  fast  becoming  public  pro- 
perty. The  magnificent  progress  upon  which  we  so  much  pride 
ourselves  of  late  years  is  the  result  of  advances  in  chemistry, 
physics  and  biology.  These  belong  to  the  great  republic  of 
science,  and  not  to  the  mere  province  of  medicine.  We  are  the 
debtors  of  the  scientists;  not  they  to  us. 

Medicine,  like  theology  and  law,  is  rapidly  passing  from  the 
esoteric  to  the  exoteric  stage.  It  can  no  longer  be  a  secret  or 
mystic  calling,  looked  up  to  with  reverence  and  fear  begotten  of 
ignorance.  Hence  it  follows  that,  if  the  profession  wishes  to 
maintain  the  position  hitherto  freely  accorded  to  it  by  the  people 
as  leading  in  sanitary  reform,  it  must  become  a  body  of  scientists. 
This  it  will  be  when,  in  due  course  of  time,  the  improvements 
now  rapidly  taking  place  in  the  medical  curriculum  becomes  uni- 
versal. 

At  present,  the  special  topic  connected  with  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple and  its  action  upon  the  public  health  in  which  this  body 
takes  the  most  interest,  is  the  connection  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment with  the  work.  Strangely  enough,  of  all  nations  the  Amer- 
ican Republic  is  the  most  backward  in  looking  to  the  public  wel- 
fare as  it  respects  health.  And  that,  too,  when  there  are  cer- 
tain great  features  which  make  the  entire  people  one,  with  cor- 
responding wants  to  be  supplied,  which  only  a  rich  and  powerful 
government  can  effect. 
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No  sooner  were  local  Boards  of  Health  tolerably  numerous  in 
the  United  States  and  the  establishment  of  State  Boards  well  un- 
der way,  than  the  necessity  of  Federal  action  was  keenly  felt, 
not  only  for  co()rdinating  and  completing  the  work  of  these 
bodies,  but  also  for  accomplishing  indispensable  functions  beyond 
the  power  of  our  largest  cities,  or  most  powerful  and  wealthy 
States.  The  argument  for  this  Federal  action  is  well  stated  by 
one  of  its  earliest  advocates — if  he  is  not  the  first — the  late  Chris- 
topher C.  Cox,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  President  of  Board  of  Health, 
Washington,  D.  C,  who,  as  far  back  as  1871,  devoted  much 
time  and  energy  in  making  known  his  views.  I  quote  from  the 
first  volume  of  **  Reports  and  Papers  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association,"  pp.  5?3,  524. 

''Important  as  is  the  preservation  of  health  and  prevention  of 
disease,  both  as  regard  to  individuals  and  communities,  and  early 
as  the  sulbject  forced  itself  upon  human  attention,  public  hygiene 
never,  until  a  comparatively  recent  period,  assumed  its  deserved 
position  or  became  entitled  to  consideration  as  a  distinct  science. 
The  frequent  and  terrible  invasion  of  epidemics,  and  the  occa- 
sional increased  violence  of  epidemic  maladies,  stimulated  energy 
and  research  in  the  discovery  of  suitable  means  to  prevent  or 
modify  the  ravages  of  these  relentless  foes  to  health  and  life. 
The  public  mind  became  imbued  with  the  imperative  demand  of 
such  measures.  Boards  of  Health  were  everywhere  established, 
the  result  of  whose  labors  has  been  very  largely  aided  by  suc- 
cessful researches  in  the  kindred  sciences  of  physiology,  pathol- 
ogy and  chemistry.  Who  at  this  day  questions  the  value  of 
these  local  organizations? 

''The  idea  of  a  Central  Bureau  of  Health  is  not,  perhaps,  alto- 
gether original  with  the  author  of  this  essay.  More  than  fifteen 
years  ago  an  able  treatise  was  issued  from  the  English  press,  by 
Henry  W.  Rumsey,  entitled  "Essays  on  State  Medicine."  The 
original  design  of  the  work  comprehended  the  establishment  of  a 
Central  Sanitary  Board  under  Government  direction.  The  scope 
of  the  treatise  was  at  first  very  extended,  embracing  the  '  bear- 
ings of  preventative  medicine  upon  the  several  questions  of  gen- 
eral legislation,  as  education,  public  works,  popular  representa- 
tion, agriculture,  commerce,  etc.,  and  to  inquire  how  far  hygienic 
principles  had  been,  or  might  be  recognized  in  the  framing  or 
execution  of  various  measures  of  national  inquiry  and  reform. 
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Since  publication  of  this  work,  England  has  organized  a  Central 
Health  Department,  and  is  now  seriously  contemplating  a  Minis- 
try of  Public  Health.  Prussia,  under  the  direction  of  Bismarck, 
is  engaged  in  similar  movements,  while  Germany  has  been  long 
distinguished  for  her  comprehensive  National  Health  Code.  The 
object  of  these  efforts  in  Europe  is  what  we  desire  to  accomplish 
in  this  country;  namely,  the  collection  of  the  largest  amount  of 
correct  information  upon  every  subject  connected  with  the  pub- 
lic health,  and  sow  it  broadcast  over  the  land,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  people, 

' 'Regarding  the  constantly  increasing  sanitary  wants  of  our 
country,  its  extensive  geographical  area  and  varieties  of  cli- 
mate, its  climatic  zones  marked  by  certain  morbid  peculiarities 
and  endemic  diseases,  its  hydrology,  the  thousand  agencies  and 
influences  threatening  its  soundness,  it  occurred  tg  me  that  our 
government  should  advance  among  the  first  to  conserve  the 
health  of  its  population,  and  avert  the  matters  which  menace  it. 
With  this  view,  I  prepared  in  1871  the  plan  of  a  National  bu- 
reau of  health.  This  was  subsequently  submitted,  as  you  are 
aware,  at  a  meeting  of  sanitarians,  representing  the  different 
sections  of  the  country  assembled  at  New  .York,  and  indorsed  by 
them  in  a  series  of  commendatory  resolutions.  Since  then  an 
'American  Health  Association'  has  been  organized,  embracing 
in  its  membership  the  leading  scientists  and  sanitarians  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada;  and  at  their  last  meeting,  a  sj/ecial 
committee,  of  which  I  am  chairman,  was  appointed  to  report 
upon  the  'necessity  of  a  national  sanitary  bureau.'  I  allude  to 
these  facts  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  I  have  not  urged  this 
subject  prematurely  before  Congress,  but  after  full  and  earnest 
interchange  of  views  with  others  whose  high  standing  entitles 
their  views  to  credit  and  respect." 

The  American  Public  Health  Association  was  organized  in 
1872  by  a  conference  of  prominent  sanitarians.  At  this  con- 
ference Dr.  Cox  again  brought  his  plan  forward.  At  the  first 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  Cincinnati  1878,  Dr.  Cox 
made  an  elaborate  report  from  which  the  above  extract  is  taken. 
This  report  appears  at  length  in  the  first  volume  of  "Public 
Health,"  1875.  Thus  it  seems  that  the  ideas  of  Dr.  Cox  were 
widely  and  persistently  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  sanitary 
bodies,  and  are  still  bearing  fruit. 


336  ORIGrNAL  COMMlTNICATIONB — LIND8LEY. 

Had  this  effort  been  properly  seconded  by  the  medical  profes- 
sion, the  Bureau  would  have  doubtless  been  established.     Noth- 
ing came  of  it,  and  when  the  yellow  fever  epidemic^  of  1873 
and  1878,  and  also  the  widely  spread  devastation  of  cholera  in 
1873,  terrified  the  land,  no  resistance  was  made.     However,  this 
very  helplessness  aroused  the  people,  especially  those  of  the  in- 
terior valley  which  had  most  suffered.     At  the  Richmond  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Public  Health  Association,   1878,  action 
was  taken  which  resulted  in  the  creation  of  the  "National  Board 
of   Health,"  by  Act  of   Congress,    approved  March  3,   1879. 
Great  pains  were  exercised  to  harmonize  this  Board  with  State 
and  Local  Boards.     Its  members   appointed  by  the   President 
were  typical  representatives  of  the  profession.     When  organized 
on   the  second   of  April,   1879,  these  members  chose  as  their 
President  and  Vice-President,  two  physicians  of  whom  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  they  had  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  whole 
country.     This  confidence  was  soon  tested  by  the  second  Mem- 
phis epidemic,  that  of  1879,  which  broke  out  in  mid-summer. 
In  cooperation  with  the  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health,  Mem- 
phis was  isolated,  or  quarantined,  the  destitute  cared  for  and  no 
spread  of  the  disease  allowed.     Immediately  upon  its  abatement, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Memphis  authorities,  the  National  Board 
entered  upon  that  course  of  sanitary  re-generation  which  has 
since  made  the  said  city  a  favorite  example  for  sanitarians  at 
hom^  and  abroad. 

How  it  came  to  pass  that  after  a  few  years,  just  sufiicing  to 
prove  its  great  capacity  for  good,  it  was  starved  to  death,  no  one 
has  satisfactorily  explained.  Perhaps  it  was  owing  to  the  fact 
of  not  being  in  the  usual  model  of  government  offices  at  Wash- 
ington. Had  it  been  a  Bureau  in  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior, those  familiar  with  Washington,  hold  that  it  would  now  be 
iu  existence,  and  in  a  fair  way  to  become  a  department,  with  or 
without  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet. 

Concurrent  with  the  decline  of  the  National  Board  of  Health 
has  been  the  expansion  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  which  in 
some  respects  already-  represents  the  government  in  the  field  of 
preventive  medicine.  De  fctcto  the  V .  S.  M.-H.  S.,  is  one  of 
the  most  important  * 'Bureaus"  at  AVashington  both  as  to  expen- 
ditures and  duties.     It  has  as  its  head  an  accomplished  medical 
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gentlemen  who  owes  his  position  to  merit  alone,  and  who  is  vir- 
tually a  '^Medical  Commissioner  of  Health,"  Some  have 
maintained  that  the  readiest  way  to  reach  the  desired  end  would  ^ 

be  to  change  this  * 'Service"  into  a  '^Bureau  of  Public  Health," 
leaving  it  what  functions  it  now  has  and  adding  others.  What 
is  now  the  very  important  ''Weather  Bureau  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture"  began  in  a  very  insignificant  way  as  the  work  / 

of  "the  Chief  Signal  Officer  of  the  Army."  Truly  a  great  oak 
from  a  little  acorn.     The  overshadowing  postal  department  be-  ,n 

gan  in  an  equally  obscure  manner  about  a  century  ago.  ./ 

Prior  to  1862  "Agriculture"  was  hid  away  in  the  Patent  Of- 
fice, itself  a  bureau  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  It  then 
became  a  department  with  a  commissioner  at  its  head.  Recently 
its  head  has  became  a  secretary  with  his  place  in  the  President's 
Cabinet.  And  now  it  proudly  holds  its  position  as  second  to  no 
other  branch  of  the  people's  government. 

Growth,  or  evolution  if  you  prefer,  seems  to  be  the  law  at 
Washington.  Sooner  or  later  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
will  exist  as  a  part  of  the  National  government.  This  depart- 
ment will  embrace  under  its  capacious  folds  several  functions 
now  partially  filled  by  services  attached  to  different  depart- 
ments. In  the  meantime  the  more  efficient  these  services  are 
rendered,  the  more  complete  will  be  our  Ministry  of  Public 
Health  when  created. 

Maritime  quarantine  is  by  common  consent  deemed  a  foremost 
duty  of  the  Federal  government.  The  States  have  been  tried 
and  found  wanting  as  safeguards  against  the  importation  of  those 
pestilential  exotic  diseases,  most  feared  by  the  American  people. 
This  duty  in  a  partial  way  is  now  confided  to  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital  Service.  That  instrumentality  should  in  this 
respect  be  made  perfect  and  thorough,  fully  equipped  for  watch- 
ing all  our  immense  lines  of  ocean,  gulf  and  lake  coasts.  This 
is  so  generally  recognized  that  a  very  little  effort  by  the  profes- 
sion speaking  for  the  public,  would  secure  the  necessary  appro- 
priation. One  great  bureau  in  a  Department  of  Public  Health 
would  be  that  of  vital  statistics.  This  touches  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  all  our  70,000,000,  even  more  than  does  the 
Weather  Bureau,  which  is  an  exceedingly  popular  concern  with 
the  people.     Without  vital  statistics,  reliable  and  not  guesses, 
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the  servants  of  the  public  health  are  working  in  the  dark.  The 
birth  rate,  the  death  rate,  the  prevalence  of  diseases  as  shown  by 
mortality  tables  are  fundamental  data  for  our  guidance. 

Reliance  upon  State  eifoi*ts  to  furnish  these  is  shown  by  the 
experience  of  more  than  a  century  to  be  absolutely  futile.  There 
is  an  existing  agency  of  the  goverraent  known  as  the  Census 
OflSce  in  the  Interior  Department,  which  every  ten  years  has  an 
immense  work  in  hand.  For  collecting  vital  statistics,  this  ser- 
vice should  be  perpetual.  It  is  quite  safe  to  say  that  an  expen- 
diture of  about  half  a  million  dollars  annually,  would  maintain 
a  system  of  registration  recording  the  wanted  facts  connected 
with  each  birth  and  death  in  the  entire  vast  Republic.  This 
system  of  registration  can  easily  cooperate  with  State  and  local 
boards,  only  it  would  be  uniform  and  paid  for  out  of  the  gen- 
eral fund.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  elaborate  this  idea.  The 
absolute  necessity  of  such  a  registration  for  public  health  pur- 
poses, and  its  manifold  benefits  to  the  business  interests  of 
all  parts  of  the  country  are  manifest  to  the  most  casual  ob- 
server. 

Another  much  wanted  sanitary  work  directly  within  the  prov- 
ince of  the  general  government  is  the  execution  of  a  minute 
topographical  survey  of  the  entire  country,  and  the  mapping  its 
results  on  a  scale  so  extensive  as  to  embrace  every  important  lo- 
cal feature.  Such  maps  are  needed  by  the  agricultural,  com- 
mercial and  military  interests  of  the  people.  For  all  public 
health  improvements,  these  maps  are  indispensable.  For  health 
purposes  the  whole  seventy,  or  it  may  be  one  hundred  and  seventy 
millions  of  people  constitute  but  one  family.  The  immense  area 
of  three  million  and  more  square  miles,  with  its  circumambient 
atmosphere  is  only  one  great  big  habitation.  As  the  Weather 
Bureau  keeps  us  constantly  informed  of  aerial  changes,  so 
should  the  permanent  features  of  the  house  be  made  known  once 
for  all  by  an  analogous  bureau  whose  field  is  the  land,  and 
the  water  in  and  around  the  land.  Such  surveys  and  such 
minute  mapssplendily  excuted  have  longsince  been  commenced  or 
finished  by  Great  Britain,  Spain  and  other  European  governments. 
Every  advanced  nation  in  the  world  recognizes  the  value  of  this 
work  as  a  contribution  to  general  science  and  as  an  aid  to  home  de- 
velopment.    It  pays  well  and  cannot  be  done  by  the  separate 
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fragments  of  a  great  country.     It  can  be  undertaken  alone  by  a 
great  and  rich  people. 

This  survey  and  mapping  has  been  commenced  on  a  small 
scale  and  for  two  definite  purposes,  years  ago  by  the  United 
States  Ooverment.  Under  the  Treasury  Department  there  is  the 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  which  under  the  superintendence 
of  very  able  scientists  has  acconplished  results  of  immense  value 
to  the  commercial  and  naval  interests  of  America. 

Extensive  as  is  this  survey  it  is  but  an  item  in  the  great  scheme 
outlined  above,  though  the  indispensable  beginning  of  the  same. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Interior  we  find  theU.  S.  Geological 
Survey  a  complement  to  the  last  mentioned.  The  results  of 
both  these  surveys  combined  makes  a  useful  whole. 

There  is  a  function  of  the  National  Public  Health  work  which 
is  now  performed  in  a  disconnected  manner  by  several  bureaus 
and  offices  at  Washington.  I  refer  to  scientific  research  and  out- 
fit of  value  to  State  Preventative  Medicine,  beyond  the  scope  or 
the  obligations  no  less  than  the  means  of  the  individual  States. 
Such  researches  are  made  under  special  provisions  in  Acts  of 
Congress,  sometimes  by  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  and  its  able 
corps  of  experts,  sometimes  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  at 
others  by  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  for  a  definite 
purpose.  A  recent  result  of  the  latter  is  the  valuable  cyclopae- 
dic ^'Report  on  Cholera  in  £urope  and  India,"  by  Dr.  E.  O. 
Shakespeare,  who  was  -appointed  by  President  Cleveland,  Octo- 
ber 1,  1885,  who,  on  November  17,  1890,  transmitted  his  great 
work  to  Secretary  Blaine,  after  having  given  five  years  of  travel 
and  study  to  its  preparation,  ''all  voluntary  and  without  pay  for 
personal  service."  Perhaps  there  is  no  other  instance  of  an  in- 
dividual holding  the  high  appointment  of  Commissioner  from  our 
National  Government  acting  in  so  patriotic  and  liberal  a  manner 
and  [furnishing  an  example  so  worthy  of  imitation  by  men  of 
means  and  culture.  Well  may  the  medical  profession  take  an 
honest  pride  in  such  a  worthy  colleague. 

The  outfit  of  special  interest  and  usefulness  to  the  workers  in 
sanitary  progress  at  present  furnished  by  the  Washington  Govern- 
ment, without  reference  mainly  to  this  purpose,  aro  twofold. 
The  Museum  of  Hygiene,  under  the  care  of  the  Department  of 
the  Navy.     This  is  a  new  establishment,  which,  though  sup- 
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ported  by  meager  appropriations,  has  already  demonstrated  a 
capacity  for  very  valuable  services.  If  the  plans  of  those  in 
charge  are  carried  out,  but  a  few  years  will  elapse  ere  a  constant 
stream  of  pilgrims  will  visit  Washington  from  cities  and  towns 
in  order  to  get  practical  knowledge  which  otherwise  would  cost 
long  and  tedious  research.  The  medical  profession  should  see  to 
it  that  this  very  important  Museum  is  not  overlooked  by  Con- 
gress. ^ 

But  the  best  known  at  present  is  the  '<  Library  of  the  Surgeon 
General's  Office  of  the  U.  S.  Army."  Under  this  insignificant 
title,  indicating  a  very  limited  use,  has,  in  a  few  years,  errown 
up  one  of  the  most  complete  medical  Libraries  in  the  world. 
Also,  it  is  in  buildings,  equipment,  volumes  and  management  a 
leading  institution  of  the  Union.  It  has  given  honorable  renown 
to  our  country  among  all  scientistis  abroad.  It  is  the  great 
storehouse  for  information,  freely  accessible  to  all  who  devote 
their  energies  to  healing  or  preventing  disease.  Who  would  im- 
agine that  at  this  late  day  any  statesman  at  all  in  contact  with 
the  one  hundred  thousand  practitioners  of  medicine  in  these 
States  would  dream  of  reducing  its  modest  allowance  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum  to  the  miserable  pittance  of  one  half  that 
amount? 

The  General  Government  does  far  more  for  sanitary  science 
than  at  first  sight  appears,  or  than  it  has  had  credit  for.  This 
is  evident  from  the  above  rather  ijnperfect  analysis  of  its  dis- 
jointed work. 

If  a  Department  of  Public  Health  were  now  created,  with  its 
head  holding  a  seat  in  the  President's  Cabinet,  it  could  at  once 
be  furnished  with  an  ample  number  of  Bureas  to  give  it  a  high 
place  in  the  public  esteem,  and  to  keep  that  head  fully  as  busy 
as  any  of  his  colleagues.  The  U.  S.  Marine-Hospital  Service, 
expanded  as  it  ought  to  be,  would  furnish  at  least  three  Bureaus 
with  a  number  of  drawers  each.  Namely,  those  of  Maritine 
(Quarantine,  Marine  Hospitals,  and  Scientific^Researches.  The 
Coast  Survey,  the  Geological  Survey,  the  great  Medical  Library 
and  Museum,  with  the  Museum  of  Hygiene,  would  constitute 
also  ample  Bureaus  for  first-class  Commissioners.  While  the 
Bureau  of  Vital  statistics  would  soon  become  almost  a  Depart- 
ment by  itself. 
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Let  it  be  well  understood  that  the  elimination  of  all  those 
offices  from  the  Departments  now  looking  after  them,  in  order  to 
make  up  a  great  Departmrnt  of  Public  Health,  can  take  place 
with  no  injury,  but  rather  a  relief  to  the  present  Secretaries. 
The  over-burdened  Treasury  Department  can  readily  spare  the 
XJ.  8.  Marine  Hospital  Service  and  the  Coast  Survey.  So  can 
that  of  the  Interior  the  Census  Office  and  Geological  Survey. 
War  has  ample  scope  and  verge  enough  without  the  Medical  Li- 
brary, as  has  the  Navy  without  the  Museum  of  Hygiene. 

In  looking  over  the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  for  the  past  twenty  years  one  is  impressed  with  its 
indifference  to  the  work  of  the  Federal  Government  in  promot- 
ing the  public  health  rather  than  otherwise.  As  late  as  1877 
the  expressions  were  that  it  was  too  early  to  move  in  this  direction 
and  that  action  should  be  deferred  until  State  Boards  of  Health 
were  generally  created.  The  success  of  the  American  Public 
Association  before  Congress  in  1878-9  proves  that  this  was  an 
erroneous  idea  and  that  the  people  were  ahead  of  the  profession 
in  sanitary  progress. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  body,  1884,  Prof.  Deeriug  J.  Roberts, 
M.D.,  of  Tennessee,  in  an  elaborate  address  on  State  Medicine, 
strongly  argued  for  a  "Minister  of  Public  Health."  Had  this 
thesis  been  taken  up  and  pushed  by  the  medical  profession  as  it 
should  have  been,  ere  now  the  project  would  have  been  un  fait 
accompli. 

More  recently  the  American  Medical  Association  has  become 
alive  to  the  necessity  of  action.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  greatly 
increased  interest  taken  in  the  Section  of  State  Medicine,  which 
for  years  had  an  existence  almost  nominal.  Also  by  the  tone 
and  substance  of  the  addresses  from  our  presidential  chair. 

The  able  and  well-considered  efforts  of  Dr.  C.  G.  Comegys 
have  at  last  awakened  this  Association  to  an  interest  never  before 
manifested  by  it  in  National  Sanitation. 

Now,  there  should  be  no  uncertain  action.  The  other  chart- 
ered and  National  Organization,  which  for  twenty  years  presist- 
ently  worked  on  this  line,  and  at  one  time  with  marked  results, 
has  a  Standing  Committee  on  "National  Health  Legislation." 
This  Committee  is  composed  of  eminent  men  from  all  sections  of 
the  great  Republic  and  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  keeping  the 
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Bubject  before  the  National  Legislature.  Would  it  not  be  well 
to  have  a  similarly  empowered  permanent  Committtee  from  this 
body,  which,  acting  in  concert  with  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  the  Congress  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  other 
scientific  bodies,  should  do  efficient  service  in  advancing  the 
cause? 

In  concluding  this  brief  outline  of  a  grand  movement,  let  it  be 
emphatically  stated  that  of  all  the  reforms  projected  and  pushed 
in  this  busy  nineteenth  century,  none  touches  the  great  masses 
more  closely  than  this.  The  people,  the  working  and  voting 
people  are  with  us.  Read  the  manifestos  of  the  numerous  labor 
organizations  of  America  in  which  are  gathered  not  only  the 
sinews  but  the  brains  of  a  mighty  people,  and  you  will  see  as  a 
keynote  running  through  the  whole  diapason,  the  sacredness  and 
value  of  home,  of  wife  and  children.  And,  hence,  constant  allu- 
sions to  sanitary  wants  and  improvements.  No  better  sign  for 
the  future  permanance,  grandeurs  and  happiness  of  the  greatest 
nation  on  whose  domain  the  sun  has  as  yet  shed  its  rays  could  be 
desired. 


^Uniatl  ^e^orts. 


ENEMA    FOR    PHTHISICAL    DIARRHOEA    AND    FOR 

CHRONIC  DYSENTERY. 


BY   Q.    C.    SMITH,    M.D.,    OF   AUSTIN,    TEXAS. 


First  give  the  patient  a  hypodermic  of  1-200  gr.  sulph.  atropia; 
wait  half  an  hour,  place  the  patient  in  Sims  position,  clothing 
loose;  then  cleanse  the  rectum  by  repeated  washing  with  Pack- 
er's tar  soap — water  of  mild  strength  and  hot  as  can  be  bomef. 
This  cleansing  lavement  should  be  introduced  very  slowly  through 
a  small,  soft,  oiled  catheter  as  far  in  the  bowel  as  possible,  and 
in  as  large  quantity  as  the  bowel  can  be  made  to  hold,  without 
pain,  with  moderate  pressure.     The  bowel  being  well  cleansed 
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and  emptied,  then  very  slowly  inject,  through  same  catheter,  as 
far  up  the  bowel  as  possible,  one  to  two  ounces  of  a  mixture 
made  as  follows:  Oil  sassafras,  oil  camphor,  and  eucalyptol,  each 
5i;  lanoline  (or  some  other  very  bland  oil),  q.  s.  ad.  fjviii. 

This  operation  may  be  repeated  one  to  three  times  a  day,  as 
the  case  may  require,  and  the  oil  mixture  may  be  made  milder 
should  it  cause  severe  pain,  which  rarely,  if  ever,  occurs. 


AN  ANOMALOUS  CASE  OF  SYPHILIS. 


'     BY   W.    FRANK    GLENN,    M.D., 
Profefsor  of  Venereal  Diseases y  Medical  Department  University  of  Tennessee, 


On  April  23,  a  gentleman  consulted  me  for  a  venereal  sore  on 
prepuce,  which  had  appeared  just  two  weeks  prior.  Upon  care- 
ful examination,  I  concluded  it  was  chancroid,  and  so  treated  it 
(locally).  After  two  weeks'  treatment,  during  which  time  iodol, 
aristol,  europhen,  and  iodoform  were  used,  there  was  not  the 
slightest  improvement,  but  the  sore  had  slightly  enlarged.  There 
was  not  the  slightest  induration  or  enlargement  of  any  gland  in 
the  body.  I  then  informed  the  patient  that,  owing  t^  the  ob- 
stinacy of  the  sore,  I  suspected  syphilis,  but  that  I  would  not 
give  constitutional  treatment  until  some  symptom  developed 
which  left  no  doubt  as  to  its  nature.  So  I  had  him  continue  to 
bathe  it  well  with  very  hot  water  and  apply  iodoform  three  times 
daily,  without  the  slightest  impiovement  in  the  sore. 

On  the  fifty-first  day  after  its  appearance,  his  breast  and  abdo- 
men became  covered  with  an  erythematous  sfphilide.  I  then 
felt  certain  that  the  sore  was  chancre,  not  chancroid,  and  placed 
him  on  mercury.  The  skin  eruption  and  local  lesion  both  dis- 
appeared rapidly,  thereby  verifying  the  diagnosis.  There  was 
at  no  time  any  enlargement  or  induration  of  any  of  the  inguinal 
glands,  or  othes  lymphatics  in  the  body. 

I  think  the  obstinacy  of  a  venereal  sore,  the  stand-still  nature, 
a  strong  point  in  the  diagnosis  of  chancre.  If  there  is  only  one 
sore  and  no  others  appear,  and  it  neither  gets  better  nor  worse, 
under  local  treatment,  and  it  occasionally  has  a  hot,  burning  sen- 
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sation,  there  is  strong  reason  to  believe  it  is  chancre.  Yet  specific 
treatment  should  never  be  instituted  until  some  positive  secondary 
symptom  fully  verifies  the  diagnosis. 

I  had  a  similar  case  in  November,  1891.  In  a  practice  of 
nearly  twenty  years  these  are  the  only  cases  of  chancre  that 
were  not  sooner  or  later  accompanied  by  indurated  inguinal  lymph- 
atics that  have  come  under  my  observation. 


ehcHans. 


Hernia,  Operable  and  Inoperable.  —  Dr.  Thomas  H. 
Manley,  in  a  paper  on  this  subject,  submitted  at  the  late  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Medical  Association,  concluded  as  follows: 
Although,  during  the  past  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  very  much 
has  been  written  on  hernial  operations,  much  in  America,  but 
more  in  Europe,  so  far  as  can  be  learned  from  current  literature, 
no  one  has  yet  made  an  attempt  in  a  methodical  manner,  in  any 
brochure  or  treatise  published,  to  systematically  describe  and 
classify  those  hernise  which  are  operable  and  those  which  are 
not.  For  the  purpose  of  at  least  in  part  filling  in  this  void,  this 
essay  is  offered. 

In  epitomizing  the  subject  and  considering  the  question  of 
treatment  of  hernia,  in  a  general  way,  it  may  be  said  with  some- 
thing approaching  definite  certainty: 

1.  That,  inasmuch  as  no  operative  technique  yet  devised,  or 
even  can  be,  will  always  effectually  remove  the  causes  of  any 
species  of  hernia,  in  consequence  of  this,  a  permanent,  enduring 
cure  is  quite  out  of  the  question  in  certain  cases. 

2.  The  radical  cure  of  hernia  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  satisfactory  operations  in  general  surgery.  The  fact  that 
the  disease  often  relapses  constitutes  no  valid  objection  against 
surgical  intervention;  for  this  is  commonly  the  case  in  the  major 
part  of  operations  performed  on  the  human  body. 

3.  A  radical  operation  for  a  non-strangulated  hernia,  which 
gives  no  serious  inconvenience,  is  not  a  justifiable  procedure,  and 
should  not  be  encouraged,  unless  there  are  pressing  reasons  for  it; 
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as  the  presence  of  a  neoplastic  formation  in  the  sac,  or  this  latter 
is  occupied  by  an  ovary,  or  some  other  yiscus* 

4.  Hernial  operations  should  not  be  performed  in  extremes  of 
age.  In  early  life  there  is  seldom  pressing  necessity  for  them. 
In  very  advanced  age  the  risk,  immediate  or  remote  to  life  or 
health,  involved  by  operation  more  than  compensates  for  the 
prospective  benefit. 

6.  Unless  there  are  specially  contra-indicating  factors  in  given 
cases,  inguinal  hernia  should  always  be  treated  by  radical  opera- 
tion in  women,  which,  with  them,  is  so  often  attended  by  a 
permanent  cure. 

6.  As  a  rule,  all  operations  on  reducible  or  incarcerated  her- 
nisB  are  radically  curative,  though  the  disease  commonly  relapses; 
nevertheless,  the  immediate  danger  of  strangulation  has  been 
removed,  and  the  hernia  has  been  placed  in  a  position  to  be 
more  comfortably  borne  by  a  truss. 

7.  Every  operation  for  strangulated  vaginal  or  femoral  hernia 
should  always  include  such  additional  steps  as  will  effect  there- 
after an  obliteration  of  the  canal  without  undue  pressure  on  the 
tubular  structure  passing  through  it. 

8.  Very  large,  old  hemiie,  in  any  of  the  abdominal  regions, 
are  not  operable,  except  in  the  event  of  strangulation,  as  their 
sudden  return  is  often  attended  with  mortal  consequences. — The 
Weekly  Medical  Sevivw. 


Oxalic  Acid  akd  Rheumatism. — Dr.  Talbot  Jones  is  in- 
clined to  regard  oxalic  acid  or  other  acids  than  lactic  as  a  cause 
of  rheumatism.  He  describes  a  case  (N.  W.  Laneet)  as  follows: 
In  a  large  manufacturing  establishment  in  this  city,  where  blue- 
ing is  made,  a  young  Irishman  24  years  old,  was  employed. 
The  patient  had  always  enjoyed  excellent  health  until  he  entered 
this  house,  and  was  one  of  thirteen  brothers  and  sisters,  all  of 
whom  were  healthy  His  duty  in  the  house  was  to  make  blue- 
ing. To  one  barrel  of  liquid  12  lbs.  of  oxalic  acid  was  added. 
He  kept  his  hands  and  forearms  up  to  his  elbows  immersed  in 
this  solution  for  10  hours  each  day,  meanwhile  stirring  the  so- 
lution with  his  hands.  He  soon  developed  a  typical  articular 
rheumatism  involving  several  of  the  large  joints,  and  had  py- 
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rexia,  pain,  acid  prespiration,  etc.  He  treated  himself  for 
awhile  with  a  proprietary  preparation  of  sarsaparilla,  and  was  in 
a  wretched  state  of  health  when  first  seen  by  me.  The  diseasei 
however,  soon  yielded  to  large  doses  of  salicylate  of  sodium. 
One  year  subsequently  he  presented  himself  to  me  for  examina- 
tion for  life  insurance.  I  found  some  hypertrophy  of  the  left 
ventricle  and  a  well-marked  aortic  systolic  murmur.  Being 
transferred  to  a  different  department  in  the  house  he  has  had  no 
recurrence  of  his  rheumatism.  His  successor,  a  boy  18  years 
old,  who  had  a  good  personal  and  family  history  made  blueing  in 
the  same  manner  as  his  predecessor,  and  like  him  his  hands  and 
forearms  were  immersed  in  the  mixture  daily  for  ten  hours.  In 
one  week  he  developed  a  moderately  severe  case  of  rheumatism 
which  involved  the  knees  and  one  elbow,  but  not  th^  edocardi- 
um.  The  disease  was  obstinate  and  the  boy  left  the  store  disa- 
bled. He  was  succeeded  by  two  other  boys,  younger,  both  of 
whom  had  good  family  health  records,  who  had  never  had  rheu- 
matism, but  they  now  both  developed  the  disease,  and  became 
temporarily  disabled.  I  did  not  examine  the  hearts  of  the  last 
two  patients,  as  they  were  not  directly  under  my  care,  so  I  am 
ignorant  as  to  whether  or  not  the  endocardium  of  either  was  in- 
volved. In  treating  the  first  two  cases  it  never  occurred  to  me 
that  a  possible  cause  for  the  rheumatism  was  oxalic  acid;  but 
when  four  cases  occurred  in  such  quick  succession  my  suspicions 
were  aroused,  which  I  communicated  to  the  proprietor,  suggest- 
ing that  the  blueing  hereafter  should  be  stirred  with  a  ladle  in- 
stead of  the  hands.  The  suggestion  was  adopted,  since  which 
time  no  other  employes  have  had  rheumatism.  The  blueing  was 
manufactured  in  a  basement  which  was  somewhat  damp,  but  I 
was  informed  that  no  other  workman  in  the  basement  had  ever 
contracted  rheumatism  save  those  whose  hands  and  arms  had  been 
immersed  in  the  oxalic  acid  solution. 

If  we  accept  the  causal  relation  between  this  acid  and  acute 
articular  rheumatism,  it  involved  the  acceptance  of  two  other  pro- 
positions not  ordinarily  held  by  the  medical  profession ;  first,  that 
other  acids  than  lactic  may  cause  articular  rheumatism;  second, 
that,  contrary  to  ordinary  teaching,  the  human  skin  is  capable  of 
more  or  less  absorption  when  long  in  contact  with  a  liquid  solu- 
tion.— St.  Limit  Medical  Beview. 
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Treatment  of  Orchitis  and  Epididymitis. — When  it  is 
convenient  for  the  patient,  or  the  severity  of  his  case  demands 
that  he  rests  in  bed,  the  scrotum  should  be  supported  on  a  pillow 
or  on  a  support  placed  across  the  thighs.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  treatment,  a  good  saline  purgative  shoiAd  be  administered, 
preceded  by  a  large  dose  of  calomel  if  a  very  active  purge  is 
needed.  If  there  is  much  constitutional  disturbance  antiphlo- 
gistic remedies  should  be  given.  Tincture  veratrum  viride  will 
reduce  the  heart's  action.  Acetanilid  or  phenacetin  are  useful 
to  reduce  the  temperature,  and  also  relieve  the  pain  to  a  certain 
extent.  Aconite  and  antimony  are  also  useful.  Phytolacca 
and  Pulsatilla  are  said  to  have  a  specific  effect  in  these  troubles. 
Bromide  of  potash  and  opium  are  sometimes  needed  for  rest  and 
relieving  pain.  Local  applications  play  an  important  role  in  the 
treatment,  they  relieve  pain  and  are  necessary  to  hasten  a  cure 
as  constitutional  remedies.  Electricity  is  the  best  remedy  we 
have  in  the  treatment  of  these  troubles,  and  one  advantage  is 
that  it  can  be  used  in  connection  with  any  other  method  of  treat- 
ment. The  galvanic  current  should  be  used,  the  positive  pole 
fitted  with  a  cup  or  large  sponge  electrode  applied  over  the  en- 
largement and  the  negative  pole  over  the  abdomen  or  along  the 
upper  part  of  the  spermatic  cord,  using  from  six  to  ten  milliam- 
peres  for  five  to  ten  minutes  at  each  treatment,  which  should  be 
given  at  least  once  daily  until  relieved,  using  a  suspensory  band- 
age to  support  the  testicle.  This  method  of  treatment  is  pain- 
less and  that  which  pleases  the  patient  best,  because  he  is  not 
obliged  to  leave  his  business,  and  I  have  seldom  found  it  neces- 
sary to  order  the  patient  to  his  bed  or  room.  The  trouble  is 
generally  relieved  in  from  three  to  five  days,  and  I  have  not  had 
suppuration  in  any  case  of  orchitis  or  epididymitis  treated  by 
electricity.  Electricity,  although  most  useful  in  acute  and  sim- 
ple chronic  cases,  is  very  beneficial  in  enlargements  caused  by 
syphilitic  and  strumous  conditions,  but  constitutional  treatment 
is,  of  course,  necessary.  The  application  of  cold  is  very  useful 
in  almost  all  cases.  Orchitis  due  to  metastasis  is  best  treated 
by  hot  fomentations,  in  old  and  feeble  subjects,  when  the  circu- 
lation is  poor;  hot  applications  should  be  used  in  preference  to 
cold.  Gold  can  be  applied  by  the  ice-bag.  Leiter's  coils,  cloths 
dipped  in  ice-water,  or  cold  evaporating  lotions.     To  get  the  best 
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results,  cold  should  be  applied  as  early  in  the  disease  as  possi- 
ble. In  cases  where  there  exists  great  pain,  swelling  or  tension, 
local  blood*letting  or  scarification  maj  be  resorted  to.  Painting 
with  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver  (90  grs.  to  the  onnce). 
If  there  is  fluid  in*  the  cavity  of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  a  small 
trocar  can  be  used  to  allow  the  fluid  to  escape.  Pressure  by 
elastic  bag  or  strapping  with  plaster  sometimes  gives  relief,  but  it 
is  very  troublesome,  annoying,  and  of  doubtful  utility.  A  treat- 
ment of  epididymitis  which  has  proven  successful  in  my  hands, 
although  I  have  used  it  only  a  limited  number  of  times,  was 
given  in  a  paper,  read  by  Dr.  G.  E.  Brewer  before  the  Ameri- 
can Association  of  Andrology  and  Syphilis,  upon  the  treatment 
of  epididymitis,  and  published  in  the  PhUadel^^iia  Medical  Newi, 
October,  1891.  He  called  attention  to  this  method  of  treatment 
that  he  had  found  very  useful  in  both  acute  and  chronic  cases  of 
this  disease.  The  inflamed  organ  is  covered  with  a  thick  layer 
of  cotton-wool,  which  is  surrounded  by  a  layer  of  rubber  tissue, 
extending  beyond  the  wool  to  the  healthy  skin  of  the  scrotum,  a 
gauze  bandage  is  next  firmly  applied,  and  the  whole  is  kept  in 
place  and  supported  by  a  suspensory  bandage.  It  relieved  the 
pain  promptly,  and  has  a  marked  influence  in  promoting  the 
rapid  dissipation  of  the  inflammatory  induration. 

In  syphilitic  orchitis  specific  constitutional  treatment  should 
be  given  in  connection  with  local  treatment.  In  malarial  sub- 
jects quinine  should  be  administered.  Rheumatic  patients  should 
be  given  the  salicylate  of  soda  in  ten-grain  doses  every  four 
hours.  The  diet  should  be  light,  principally  milk,  and  animal 
food  should  be  avoided.  Tonics  and  alteratives  should  be  used 
in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease,  and  with  hygienic  measures  be 
of  assistance  in  completing  the  cure. — 0.  Haaencamp,  M.D,^  in 
Phila.  Med.  and  Surg.  It^p<nier. 


8Ain>EB'8  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Qriefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents, 
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Treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  by  Greasote. — 
I  have  had  occasion  to  study  the  action  of  creasote  in  more  than 
two  hifndred  cases  of  advanced  phthisis  in  my  capacity  as  physi- 
cian in  the  United  States  Soldiers'  Home,  and  am  very  heartily 
in  favor  of  this  remedy.  Greasote  was  used  only  in  cases  pre- 
senting all  the  clinical  symptoms  of  the  disease  and  the  indispu- 
table existence  of  tubercular  bacilli.  Among  them  were  patients 
who  literally  could  not  stand,  and  were  of  necessity  removed  to 
the  hospital  in  an  ambulance.  In  the  above  hospital  creasote 
was  given  in  the  form  of  an  emulsion  with  cod-liver  oil,  every 
drachm  of  the  emulsion  containing  two  drops  of  the  medicament. 
At  first  a  teaspoonful  is  given  thrice  daily;  at  the  end  of  a  week 
the  dose  is  increased  to  a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours.  When 
nausea  ensues,  the  patient  lies  down  for  about  half  an  hour, 
which  is  sufficient  to  overcome  this  unpleasant  collateral  effect. 
As  the  patient  improves,  the  daily  dose  of  creasote  is  increased 
by  degrees,  administering  as  large  doses  as  43  to  60  drops  of 
creasote  joro  die. 

The  success  of  the  treatment  was  fairly  surprising  in  all  cases. 
It  is  needless  to  enter  here  in  detail  upon  the  various  features  of 
the  improvement,  which  was  observed  in  every  case.  As  for 
collateral  effects,  virtually  none  were  observed.  Everything 
depends  upon  the  purity  of  the  preparation. — Geo.  H.  Penrose, 
M.D.,  in  Medical  Age. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  bythe  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 
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Codeine,  its  Physiological  Action  and  Therapeutical 
Employment. — Dr.  William  HeidiDgsfield,  of  Strassburg,  re- 
ports {Maug,  Disser.)  on  observations  made  at  the  Strassbarg 
Insane  Asylum ,  on  twenty-four  patients  treated  with  codeine. 

The  usual  dose  was  0.02  gramme  (^  grain)  three  times  a  day, 
in  powders  or  in  pills.     He  found: 

1.  That  codeine  has  very  little  or  no  ansasthetic  action;  as  a 
rule,  it  disappointed  in  bodily  pains,  as  well  as  in  hysterical  dis- 
turbances. 

2.  As  a  narcotic,  it  acts  better  in  conditions  of  depression 
than  in  exaltation;  but  only  when  given  in  doses  three  to  four 
times  as  large  as  narcotic  doses  of  morphine.  In  acute  mania, 
consequently,  it  is  usually  \vithout  effect. 

3.  Ifl  morphinism,  its  action  is  doubtful. 

4.  Codeine  is  to  be  recommended  as  an  extremely  prompt 
sedative  in  affections  of  the  respiratory  tract.  It  might  also  be 
employed  where  a  medicament  to  quiet  and  to  relieve  pain  must 
be  given  continuously  for  a  long  timo;  or  when  a  change  of 
remedy  is  necessary  in  such  cases. 

5.  Codeine  is  devoid  of  any  injurious  or  even  merely  disagree- 
able accessory  effects,  aside  from  an  occasional,  slightly  itching 
eruption,  which,  however,  disappears  in  a  few  days. — Merck's 
Bulletin, 


Some  Modes  op  the  Transmission  op  the  Bacillus  op 
Tuberculosis. — Prof.  Samuel  G.  Dixon,  who  has  made  a  num- 
ber of  experiments  on  the  subject  of  tuberculosis,  to  the  end  of 
bringing  about  a  better  sanitary  condition  in  the  country,  has 
demonstrated  that  in  walking  along  the  street,  or  in  buildings, 
such  as  railway  stations,  public  halls,  etc.,  the  women's  dresses 
that  touch  the  ground,  raising  more  or  less  dust,  and  gathering 
a  considerable  amount  of  dirt,  also  accumulate  dangerous  germs. 
He  states  that  from  one  of  these  dresses  dragged  over  the  streets 
a  few  times  he  was  able  to  demonstate  the  presence  of  seven 
bacilli  of  tuberculosis  on  an  inch  glass  slide  on  which  a  little  of 
the  dirt  from  a  dress  had  been  dusted.  He  draws  attention  to 
the  fact  that  these  dresses  thus  contaminated  are  afterwaid 
brushed  or  dusted   off  in  the  homes,  in  the  ladies'  drawing- 
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rooms,  etc.,  most  of  which  are,  perhaps,  more  or  less  poorly  ven- 
tilated. It  is  easy  to  realize  how  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
bacilli  of  tuberculosis,  and  even  spores,  may  thus  be  liberated 
in  the  air  and  then  inhaled  into  the  lungs. — 2%e  Bacteriologieal 
World. 


Abik>minal  Svturiko. — Dr.  William  H.  Wathen  states  in 
the  Jimmal  of  the  American  Medical  Association  that  in  selecting 
a  method  of  suturing  the  abdominal  wound  we  should  adopt  the 
means  that  will  best  prevent  stitch  or  mural  abscess  or  ventral 
hernia.  There  are  otkar  considerations,  but  these  are  the  most 
important.  Ventral  hernia  may  occur  in  any  case  where  the 
deep  fascia  is  not  held  together  until  it  unites  firmly,  and  this 
can  best  be  accomplished  by  separately  suturing  it.  If  we  at- 
tempt to  perfectly  coapt  it  by  the  interrupted  suture  introduced 
through  the  thickness  of  the  walls,  the  tissue  included  will  be  so 
constricted  that  there  is  danger  of  painful  abscesses,  and  we  will 
not  accomplished  what  is  expected.  But  by  suturing  the  fascia 
separately  the  coaptation  and  union  are  perfect  without  the  dan- 
ger of  abscesses  from  strangulation  of  tissue.  Since  I  have  prac- 
ticed the  following  method,  I  prefer  it  to  any  other,  and  the 
results  have  been  beautiful.  I  use  the  kangaroo  tendon,  and 
with  a  straight  or  curved  needle  begin  at  the  lower  angle  of  the 
wound  and  close  the  peritoneum  with  a  running  stitch.  The 
deep  fascia  is  next  closed  in  the  same  way,  and  then  the  super- 
ficial fascia  and  fat;  the  suture  is  now  cut  and  the  end  buried  in 
the  tissue.  The  skin  is  united  by  superficial  silkworm-gut  su- 
tures introduced  with  a  small  curved  needle.  The  suturing  by 
the  tendon  may  be  done  in  minute,  and  the  silkworm  gut  may 
be  quickly  introduced  and  tied.  I  prefer  the  tendon  to  cat-gut 
because  it  is  more  easily  made  aseptic,  and  will  not  be  absorbed 
until  union  is  perfect,  and  I  use  the  silkworm-gut  because  it  is 
one  of  the  most  aseptic  sutures,  as  has  been  recently  emphasised 
by  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  sutures  re- 
moved at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital.  Only  one  piece  of  ten- 
don is  used  in  suturing  an  average  abdominal  incision.  The 
silkworm-gut  may  be  removed  on  the  fifth  or  sixth  day,  and  the 
surface  will  be  dry  and  union  perfect.  But  the  buried  tendon 
will  hold  the  surfaces  together  for  two  or  three  weeks  before  its 
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integrity  is  so  impaired  as  to  destroy  its  resisting  power.  I  do 
not  expect  to  be  annoyed  by  stich  or  mural  abscesses,  or  ventral 
hernia. — Medical  Review. 


The  Treatment  of  Gonorrhoea. — My  treatment  of  gonor- 
rhooa  in  all  stages  has  for  long  been  very  monotonous.  Almost 
without  regard  to  9tage  or  degree  of  severity,  I  prescribe  the 
same  remedies.  I  have  long  ago  laid  aside  the  traditions  of  my 
student  days,  which  taught  that  salines  only  should  be  used  in 
acute  stages,  and  that  abortive  plans  were  dangerous.  I  always 
use  abortive  measures,  and  mostly,  I  believe,  succeed.  At  any 
rate,  I  never  encounter  ill  consequences,  and  complications  are 
rare.  My  prescription  is  a  partnership  of  three  different  reme- 
dies, and  it  is,  I  believe,  important  that  they  should  all  be  used. 
First,  an  injection  of  solution  of  chloride  of  zinc,  two  grains  to 
the  ounce;  next,  sandalwood  oil  capsules;  and,  lastly,  a  purga- 
tive night-dose  with  bromide  of  potassium.  The  injection  is 
used  three  or  four  times  a  day,  the  capsules  (ten  or  twenty 
minims)  taken  three  times  day.  The  ingredients  of  the  night- 
doses  are  three  drachms  of  epsom  salts  and  half  a  drachmn  of 
bromide  potassium.  It  is,  I  believe,  the  action  of  the  last  named 
in  preventing  congestion  of  the  parts  which  makes  the  abortive 
measures  safe.  Moderate  purgation  and  entire  abstinence  from 
stimulants  are  essential.  If  the  case  is  very  acute  and  attended 
by  swelling  of  the  corpus  spongiosum,  I  sometimes  prescribe 
tartar  emetic  or  tincture  of  aconite,  but  it  is  very  seldom  indeed 
that  these  are  necessary.  If  the  patient  be  well  purged,  there  is 
no  risk  whatever  in  an  abortive  treatment  from  the  day  that  he 
comes  under  treatment.  The  risk  of  orchitis,  prostatitis,  cystitis, 
etc.,  comes  in  cases  which  have  been  allowed  to  develop  rather 
than  in  those  treated  abortively.  I  should  as  soon  think  of  de- 
laying to  use  local  measures  in  gonorrhcea  as  I  should  in  puru- 
lent ophthalmia. — Jonathan  Hutchinson,  in  Archives  of  Surgery. 


Treatment  op  Aneurysm  by  Extirpation. — Kubler  re- 
ports three  cases  in  which  Prof.  Bruns,  of  Tubingen,  performed 
extirpation  of  an  aneurysmal  sac.  In  each  case  total  extirpation 
of  the  sac  was  followed  by  speedy  and  complete  recovery.     Not- 
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wiUutanding  the  difficulty  of  this  operation  and  its  demands  on 
the  time  and  patience  of  the  surgeon,  it  is  strongly  advocated  by 
Kubler  as  being  the  best  method  of  treating  aneurysm  of  a  limb. 
He  has  collected  forty  cases  from  different  sources,  the  results  of 
which  go  far  to  confirm  this  opinion.  Twenty-eight  of  those 
were  cases  of  arterial  aneurysm,  and  in  the  remaining  twelve 
both  artery  and  vein  were  involved  in  the  swelling.  The  aneu- 
rysm was  non-traumatic  in  eleven  cases,  and  the  result  of  injury 
in  twenty-nine  cases.  In  eighteen  cases  it  was  seated  in  one  of 
the  upper  limbs.  In  thirty -nine  of  these  cases,  three  of  which 
were  treated  before  the  era  of  antiseptic  surgery,  the  operation 
was  completely  successful.  In  each  of  the  three  cases  treated  by 
Brnns  the  sac  was  dissected  away  in  toto,  and  unopened,  the 
vessels  on  the  proximal  side  having  been  previously  tied  and 
divided. — BritiA  Medieat  Journal. 


A  Defense  of  Tobacco-smoking. — It  is  considered  by  many 
that  tobacco  -  smoking,  like  ladies'  corsets,  is  indefensible  on 
hygienic  grounds,  and  that  the  only  reasons  for  its  practice,  in- 
dependent of  a  patriotic  desire  to  aid  the  State  in  the  consump- 
tion of  a  dutiable  article,  and  so  to  increase  its  revenue,  are  in 
the  first  instance  the  faculty  of  imitation,  then  habit,  and  over 
all  caprice.  It  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a  well-known  hygienist  of 
Rome,  Dr.  V.  Tassinari,  however,  to  demonstrate  that  tobacco- 
smoking  fulfills  a  valuable  hygienic  function,  viz.,  that  of  a 
powerful  disinfectant,  making  it  a  prophylactic  against  a  num- 
ber of  infective  diseases.  In  order  to  show  that  he  does  not 
^  stand  alone  in  his  views,  he  quotes  Drs.  Miller,  of  New  York, 
and  Vassili,  of  Naples,  both  of  whom  are  of  the  opinion  that 
tobacco-smoke  prevents  the  development  of  pathogenic  germs. 
A  large  number  of  independent  investigations  were  by  Dr.  Tas- 
sinari on  the  influence  of  the  smoke  of  the  noble  weed  on  the 
germs  of  cholera,  anthrax,  and  pneumonia. 

His  method  of  research  was  to  line  the  interior  of  hollow  balls 
with  gelatine  containing  the  germs  of  the  diseases  named;  to- 
bacco-smoke was  then  passed  through  these  globes  for  from 
twenty  to  thirty  minutes.  The  surprising  fact  was  then  estab- 
lished that  the  expiration  of  the  time  the  bacilli  of  true  Asiatic 
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cholera  and  pneumonia  were  completely  destroyed,  whatever  the 

kind  of  tobacco  employed  for  the  purpose.  The  gelatine  was 
absolutely  sterilized  by  the  tobacco-smoke.  The  anthrax  bacil- 
lus was  more  resistent,  however,  whilst  the  bacillus  of  typhoid 
was  scarcely  acted  on  at  all.  It  is  too  much  to  expect  that  to- 
bacco-smoke will  destroy  germs  already  domiciled  in  the  system, 
but  it  will  no  doubt  afford  not  a  little  comfort  to  smokers  to 
learn  that  as  far  as  it  goes  the  practice  tends  to  prophylaxis  in 
the  case  of  some  of  the  most  serious  of  the  infective  diseases. — 
Medical  Press. 


Don'tb  for  the  Eye. — Never  prescribe  for  an  inflamed  eye 
without  doing  these  three  things : 

1.  Without  examining  for  a  foreign  body  imbedded  in  the 
cornea,  or  lodged  beneath  the  lids. 

2.  Without  seeing  if  cornea  or  iris  is  implicated. 

3.  Without  determining  the  presence  or  absence  of  tension  of 
globe. 

Never  use  violence  in  opening  the  eye,  if  there  be  much  swell- 
ing or  spasm,  because,  if  there  be  a  deep  ulcer  of  the  cornea 
present,  perforation  may  take  place. 

Never  use  lead  lotion  (Goulard  water)  should  there  be  the  least 
abrasion  of  the  corneal  epithelium.  Solid  particles  of  oxide  or 
carbonate  of  lead  become  deposited  and  form  permanent  opacities. 

Never  trust  the  nurse  with  verbal  instructions  for  washing  out 
the  baby's  eyes  in  infantile  ophthalmia.     Do  it  yourself. 

Never  forget  that  wounds  of  the  ciliary  region  are  most  dan- 
gerous, and  if  they  involue  the  lens,  or  if  they  are  attended  with 
loss  of  vitreous  they  need  excision  of  the  eye. — Doctors*  Weekly. 


How  TO  Prevent  After-pains. — ^T.  J.  Bennett,  M.D.,  in 
the  Texas  Medical  Journal,  says:  After  the  third  stage  of  labor 
the  uterus  is  commonly  globular  in  shape,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  circular  fibres  of  the  os  do  not  contract  so  firmly  as  those 
higher  up,  because  of  the  temporary  paralysis  from  pressure  and 
distension.  To  stimulate  this  portion  of  the  uterus  to  action,  in- 
troduce two  or  three  fingers  into  the  vagina,  and  gently  manipu- 
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late  this  portion  of  the  uterus  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure  as 
nearly  as  possible  the  closure  of  the  cervix.  As  hemorrhage, 
barring  laceration,  b  from  the  placental  site,  and  this  point  is 
generally  the  fundus,  and  since  additional  force  is  secured  to  the 
fundus  by  causing  contraction  of  the  vaginal  portion,  the  danger 
of  post-mortem  hemorrhage  is  diminished,  lochial  discharge  ab- 
breviated, and  tedious  after-pains  obviated. 


Don'ts  for  Druqqibtb. — Don't  spit  in  the  mortar  to  soften 
a  pill  mass. 

Don't  use  alcohol  to  make  a  solution  of  borax. 

Don't  use  asafoetida  to  perfume  prepared  chalk. 

Do  n't  bite  the  corks  to  make  them  fit  the  bottle. 

Don't  wipe  the  horn  spoon  on  your  shirt  when  a  towel  is  not 
handy. 

Don't  test  the  quality  of  a  tooth-brush  on  your  teeth  when 
making  a  sale. 

Don't  insist  that  iodoform  is  a  delicious  odor  if  your  customer 
don't  like  it. 

Don't  use  counterfeit  coin  to  make  a  lunar  caustic  —  the  acid 
knows* the  difference. 

Don't  try  to  make  alcohol  and  oil  of  sweet  almonds  stay 
mixed — old  Liebig  couldn't  do  it. 

Do  n't  delay  filling  a  telephone  order  for  five  postage  stamps 
to  be  sent  six  blocks  to  a  residence. 

Do  n't  forget  to  wrap  your  stocking  around  the  clapper  of  the 
night  bell  if  you  want  to  enjoy  the  sweet  repose  of  the  just. 

Don't  show  any  displeasure  when  some  all-night  saloon- 
keeper rings  you  out  of  bed  on  a  cold  night  to  telephone  for  a 
keg  of  beer  from  a  brewery. 

Don't  fail  to  scrupulously  follow  the  order  on  a  prescription 
— Vhen  the  doctor  orders  five  or  six  grains  of  dry  powder  in  a 
pill  and  orders  you  to  make  the  pills  small — have  a  hydraulic 
press  handy  to  compress  to  one-third  the  sise. — H.  Keekole,  in 
Meyer  Broihers*  Druggist, 


Treatment  of  Buboes  by  Injection  of  Iodoformized 
Vaseline. — Dr.  Le  Jollec  {La  Semaine  MediedUy  No.  65, 1891), 
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a  physician  in  the  French  navy,  has  treated  several  cases  of 
buboes  with  success  by  the  injection  of  a  5  to  10  per  cent,  solu- 
tion of  iodoformized  vaseline  into  the  bubo. — Phila.  Med.  and 
Surg,  Beporter, 


Partial  Starvation  op  the  Pcetus  in  Cases  op  Con- 
TRACTEB  Pelvis. — In  discussing  premature  labor  {Amer  Jour. 
Ohstr.,  March,  1892),  Dr.  Bettman  says:  This  paper  would  not 
be  complete  without  reference  to  an  entirely  new  solution  to  the 
question  of  moderately  contracted  pelvis  proposed  by  L.  Pro- 
chownick,  of  Hamburg,  in  August,  1889.  Prochownick  tried 
the  novel  experiment  of  stunting  the  growth  of  the  foetus  in 
utero  by  starving  the  mother,  or  rather  by  placing  the  mother 
on  the  ordinary  diet  for  diabetics.  His  first  patient  had  been 
delivered  of  four  children;  two  prematurely,  one  by  version,  one 
by  perforation;  and  all  the  infants  had  perished.  Toward  the 
close  of  the  fifth  pregnancy  the  patient  was  placed  on  the  strict 
diet,  and  was  delivered  at  term  of  a  healthy  infant  weighing 
five  pounds,  three  ounces,  with  adipose  layer  practically  wanting, 
and  with  very  movable  skull  bones.  The  infant  developed  rap- 
idly and  normally.  Encouraged  by  his  success,  he  repeated  the 
experiment  in  two  similar  cases,  and  both  the  infants  were  born 
thin,  had  movable  skull  bones,  and  thrived  perfectly.  Thus, 
three  mothers  who  had  borne  eight  dead  children  were  enabled 
by  these  means  to  rear  living  offsprings.  Prochownick  has  found 
imitators,  and  in  March,  1890,  A.  V.  Brehm  reported  a  fourth 
successful  case  in  the  St.  Petersburg  MedioinMche  WochensehrifL 
The  departure  of  Prochownick  is  so  novel,  is  based  on  such 
rational  physiology,  and  has  been  so  signally  successful  that  it 
merits  not  only  the  general  attention  of  the  obstetric  world,  but 
also  general  imitation  in  appropriate  cases. — Doctors'  Weekly. 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalyptol  Extract  (Eucolyptol). — Apply 
to  Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Euca- 
lyptol and  reports  of  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Univer- 
sities of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros. '  Drug  Co. ,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 
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Viburnum  Prunipolium  in  Dtsmenorrhcea. — Dr.  Joseph 
(Wiefier  med,  Presse,  No.  16,  1892),  speaks  highly  of  viburnum 
prunifolium  in  the  treatment  of  mechanical  or  obstructive  dys- 
menorrhoea.  He  begins  with  the  remedy  fourteen  days  before 
the  appearance  of  the. menses,  giving  twenty  to  twenty-five  drops 
of  the  fluid  extract  ten  to  fourteen  days  before  the  appearance  of 
the  menses  and  during  their  continuance,  four  times  a  day.  The 
remedy  has  no  disagreeable  side  or  after-action.  It  relieves  the 
symptoms  either  entirely  or  to  a  great  degree.  Sometimes  the 
profuse  menstrual  discharge  is  decreased  in  quantity.  There  is 
a  tincture  and  two  extracts,  a  fluid  and  a  dry  extract.  The 
tincture  is  chiefly  employed  in  England  and  France,  ten  drops 
every  hour-  The  use  of  the  dry  extract  in  powder  and  pill  form 
is  used  now  but  little. — Lancet-Clinic, 


A  New,  Safe  Method  of  Abministerino  Toxic  Medica- 
ments.— A  new  departure  in  therapeutical  posology  marks  a  re- 
cent enterprise  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  which  is  in  the  interests 
of  progress,  economy,  and  exactness. 

The  increased  knowledge  resulting  from  research  in  the  fields 
of  botany,  chemistry.  phyBiology.  pharmacy,  and  materia  medica 
has  created  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  medical  profession  for 
the  essential  or  active  principles  of  drugs  in  preference  to  the 
more  cumbersome,  and  less  definite  pharmaceutical  preparations 
which  custom  and  authority  have  so  long  sanctioned. 

Not  a  few  alkalodial  principles  of  drugs  have  been  isolated, 
and  are  now  frequently  prescribed.  The  conservative  element  of 
the  profession  have,  however,  in  view  of  the  toxicity  of  certain 
isolated  medicinal  principles,  and  the  acknowledged  variety  of 
strength  and  activity  of  pioducts  of  this  character  of  different 
manufacture,  been  loath  to  employ  them  when  indicated. 

The  doses  sometimes  being  fractions  of  a  thousandth  or  a  hun- 
dredth, it  is  not  possible  for  the  physician  to  always  bear  them 
in  mind,  and  in  prescribing  he  is  often  in  doubt  as  to  what  con- 
stitutes the  proper  therapeutical  dose,  and  what  the  dangerous 
toxic  one. 

Dr.  E.  Trounette,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Paris  Academy 
of  Medicine,  and  published  in  the  Revue  de  TMrapeutique,  enti- 
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tied  '  'Duodecimal  Doses  of  Toxic  Medicaments, ' '  proposes  a  method 
of  obviating  the  difficulties  hitherto  preventing  the  general  use  of 
many  valuable  medicinal  principles.  The  plan  he  proposes  is  a 
new  method  of  posology  based  on  the  rational  division  into 
twelve  parts  of  the  maximum  dose  which  maj  be  given  to  an 
adult  in  twenty-four  hours. 

The  advantages  chimed  for  this  method  are,  first,  accidental 
poisoning  need  no  longer  be  feared.  Second,  dangerous  medica- 
ments may  from  the  outset  be  given  in  efficient  dose  without  the 
least  risk. 

Parke,'  Davis  A;  Co.  have  prepared  diurnules  and  Diurnal 
Tablet  Triturates  of  a  large  number  of  Toxic  Medicaments,  and 
will  afford  the  profession  full  information  concerning  this  new 
method  of  posology  with  reprint  of  Dr.  Trouette's  article. 


A  New  Remedy  in  Diabetes  Mellitus, — Professor  Win- 
temitz,  of  Vienna,  recently  drew  attention  to  a  domestic  drug 
that  he  thought  had  been  neglected.  He  related  several  renal 
cases  that  he  had  successfully  treated  by  an  extract  made  from 
the  wild  bilberry.  His  first  experiments  with  the  extract  were 
directed  towards  the  mucous  mumbranes  of  the  mouth,  and  find- 
ing it  successful,  extended  his  observations  to  the  bronchi,  blad- 
der, and  renal  organs,  where  he  met  with  equal  success.  He  ad- 
mitted having  combined  with  the  treatment  the  hydropathic  appli- 
cations, which  were  considered  to  have  modified  the  avowed  ac- 
tion and  efficiency  of  the  drug.  Weil,  of  Berlin,  has  now  added 
new  testimony  to  the  record  of  value  attributed  to  this  plant,  in 
assuring  us  that  it  has  acted  in  a  wondrous  fashion  in  apparently 
curing  a  young  man  of  diabetes  mellitus. — N,  Y.  Med,  Reeord.^ 


Oil 'op  Cloves  and  the  Mosquito. — ^The  Indian  Medical 
Record  has  a  statement  by  a  native  surgeon  to  the  effect  that  the 
oil  of  cloves  is  abhorrent  to  the  mosquito.  It  is  his  habit  to  pour 
three  or  four  drops  of  this  oil  on  his  pillow  on  going  to  bed. 
The  insect  never  troubles  him  after  that.  Those  of  his  family 
and  friends  who  have  tried  the  experiment  report  si  miliar  grati- 
fying results.  The  oil  of  cloves  has  been  recommended  by  some 
observers  as  an  external  application  to  allay  irritation  from  the 
bites  of  insects. — Janmal  Am,  Med,  Assactation, 
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A  MUNICIPAL  CHARITY. 

In  building  the  new  City  Hospital  which  adorns  Rolling  Mill 
Hill,  Nashville  took  a  long,  progressive  step.  It  is  creditable 
to  our  municipal  government  that  all  the  public  improvements 
projected  during  recent  years  have  been  executed  in  a  solid  and 
substantial  manner.  The  new  hospital  was  an  urgent  necessity, 
and  a  great  humanitarian  object  was  accomplished  when  it  was 
built. 

Formerly  many  persons  who  had  met  with  accident  or  had 
been  strickeii  by  disease  disliked  to  go  to  the  City  Hospital,*but 
since  the  completion  and  equipment  of  the  new  building  the  ob- 
jection does  not  hold.  The  hospital  affords  as  good  medical 
attention  and  as  careful  nursing  as  can  be  obtained  anywhere. 
Private  rooms,  furnished  with  every  convenience,  are  provided 
for  persons  who  are  able  to  pay  for  the  attentions  that  they 
receive. 

Those  who  are  taken  in  the  wards  are  not  charged  any  fee. 
The  city,  in  supporting  the  hospital,  is  sustaining  a  great  chari- 
table enterprise.  No  one  is  so  poor  or  so  friendless  but  that  the 
hospital  is  open  to  him  in  case  of  sickness.  Every  day  some 
unfortunate  person  is  carried  the^e,  and  some  days  many  patients 
are  received.  All  Nashville  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
no  person  within  the  city  is  suffering  for  what  is  necessary  to 
restore  them  to  health. 

The  hospital  is  on  Nance  Street,  near  Fillmore.  The  emi- 
nence on  which  it  stands  affords  one  of  the  finest  views  that  can 
be  obtained  of  the  sweep  of  the  river  and  of  Nashville,  East 
Nashville,  and  surrounding  country.  Immediately  in  the  rear 
are  the  reservoir  and  stand-pipe  of  the  old  Water- works. 

Standing  immediately  on  one  of  the  highest  bluffs  of  the  Cum- 
berland, it  can  never  be  so  crowded  as  to  interfere  with  an  ample 
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supply  of  sunlight  and  ventilation,  and  on  the  other  sidet  sur- 
rounded bj  residences,  the  inmates  will  never  be  annoyed  by 
the  noises,  smoke,  etc.,  of  manufacturing  establishments.  Its 
high  elevation  makes  it  one  of  the  coolest  places  in  the  city 
during  the  summer  months,  and  its  massive  walls  afford  ample 
protection  from  the  winter's  cold. 

The  building  was  first  occupied  in  April,  1890.  It  is  an  im- 
posing structure  of  brick,  ornamented  with  stone.  Its  length  is 
300  feet,  and  it  varies  in  width  from  50  to  70  feet.  It  has  two 
stories  with  high  ceilings,  besides  a  basement.  Two  tall  towers 
give  a  fine  architectual  effect.  The  building  was  designed  by 
Thompson  &  Gibel,  and  the  cost  was  about  $65|000. 

In  the  basement  are  a  boiler-room  containing  two  batteries  of 
boilers,  a  laundry  containing  modem  machinery,  kitchen,  store- 
room, bed-rooms  and  baths  for  employes. 

Entrance  to  the  first  floor  is  by  a  wide  hall,  connecting  with  a 
corridor  extending  the  length  of  the  building.  This  story  con- 
tains the  ofiice  of  the  executive  department,  apothecary  shop, 
waiting-room,  wards  and  rooms  for  male  patients,  an  ofiicers' 
dining-room,  a  dining-room  for  patients,  and  baths.  The  rooms 
for  private  patients  are  at  the  extreme  ends  of  the  building,  and 
are  supplied  with  every  convenience. 

On  the  second  floor  are  two  wards,  one  for  white  women  and 
the  other  for  colored  women.  There  are  also  rooms  for  private 
patients,  rooms  for  the  nurses,  rooms  for  examinations,  operating 
rooms,  and  a  clinical  amphitheatre,  where  lectures  are  delivered 
to  medical  students  during  winter. 

The  building  is  heated  by  steam,  and  is  lighted  by  gas.  An 
elevator  connects  the  floors.  Electric  bells  and  speaking-tabes 
connect  the  different  apartments. 

The  hospital  is  in  charge  of  an  experienced  staff  of  physicians. 
The  Superintendent  is  Dr.  Charles  Brower,  who  graduated  from 
Vanderbilt  in  1883,  and  has  been  connected  with  the  hospital 
since  that  time.  The  resident  physicians  or  internes  are  Dr.  J. 
W.  Waters  and  Dr.  M.  L.  Perry;  the  apothecary,  Dr.  Ernest 
Griffiths;  the  extemes.  Dr.  W.  D.  Haggard  Jr.  and  Dr.  J.  M. 
Kennedy;  the  steward,  Joe  Kelley.  There  are  eight  nurses,  in- 
cluding the  chief — all  female;  The  chief  is  Miss  Georgia  P. 
Btone,  who  i?  frpm  the  Woman's  Hospital,  New  York.     There 
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are  also  three  orderlies.  The  total  number  of  emploj^es,  includ- 
ing staff,  is  about  twenty-five. 

The  police  patrol  wagon  is  used  as  an  ambulance  for  convey- 
ing charity  patients  to  the  hospital.  If  a  patient  has  been  hurt 
in  an  accident,  he  is  first  carried  to  the  examining  room  and  pre- 
pared for  an  operation  if  necessary.  In  case  of  ordinary  sick- 
ness the  patient  is  taken  to  the  baths  before  going  to  the  wards. 

The  clinical  amphitheatre,  beautifully  lighted  on  the  north 
side  and  by  skylight,  has  seats  arranged  in  rapidly  rising  tiers 
that  will  accommodate  three  hundred  students.  The  room  is 
supplied  with  a  revolving  operating  table,  all  necessary  instru- 
ments and  appliances,  antiseptics,  stimulants,  bandages,  dress- 
ings, and  everything  needed,  or  likely  to  be  needed,  in  any  sur- 
gical operation  or  procedure.  Its  clinical  advantages  are  enjoyed 
jointly  by  the  various  medical  schools  of  the  city. 

Professors  Duncan  and  Paul  F.  Eve,  on  Surgery;  J.  S.  Cain 
and  Witherspoon  on  General  Medicine ;  W.  D.  Haggard,  on 
Gynecology;  J.  Bunyan  Stephens,  Obstetrics;  and  John  G.  Sin- 
clair, Ophthalmology,  Otology,  and  Diseases  of  Throat,  repre- 
sent the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  in 
giving  clinical  instruction  during  the  winter  season. 

Connected  with  the  hospital  is  a  training  school  for  nurses. 
Each  nurse  is  required  to  serve  two  years,  and  is  paid  $15  a 
month  and  furnished  with  room  and  board.  Three  lectures  a 
week  are  given  to  them  by  the  Superintendent  and  chief  nurse 
from  September  1  to  March  1.  A  trained  nurse  who  has  at- 
tended these  lectures  can  earn  from  $15  to  $20  a  week  in  private 
families.  The  uniform  of  the  hospital  nurse  consists  of  a  blue 
dress,  white  sleeves,  apron,  and  cap. 

The  hospital  is  kept  in  a  scrupulously  clean  and  neat  condi- 
tion. A  number  of  rolling  chairs  are  provided,  in  which  patients 
propel  themselves  through  the  corridors,  obtaining  needed  exercise 
and  enjoying  the  splendid  views  from  the  windows.  Meals  are 
served  at  6:30  a.m.,  12  m.,  and  5:30  p.m.  In  the  entrance  hall 
is  a  small  library  and  an  organ  given  by  the  Christian  Workers, 
who  conduct  a  song  service  at  the  hospital  every  Sunday  after- 
noon. 

The  hospital  wards  have  accommodations  for  about  one  hun- 
dred charity  and  twenty  private  patients.     Private  patients  pay 
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$7  a  week  each  if  accommodated  in  the  wards,  and  $14  if  fur- 
nished with  a  separate  room.  A  patient  can  be  as  comfortably 
provided  for  in  a  private  room  here  as  at  any  first-class  hotel, 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  pure  air,  day  and  night  attendance 
of  trained  nurses,  competent  and  careful,  with  two  or  more  able 
physicians  at  all  times  in  the  building. 

The  annual  appropriation  by  the  City  Council  for  maintaining 
the  hospital  is  quite  ample.  The  institi^tion  will  eventually  be 
enlarged  by  the  erection  of  two  wings,  as  the  growth  of  the  city 
may  demand. 

A  morgue,  located  in  the  rear  of  the  hospital,  has  just  been 
completed  at  a  cost  of  $1,100.  It  is  a  brick  house,  with  slate 
roof,  and  two  rooms,  with  skylights  to  each.  One  room  is  for 
post-mortem  examinations,  and  one  for  laying-out  bodies. 


FINANCIAL  VIEWS  OF  MEDICAL  ATTENDANCE. 

Another  case  attracting  quite  as  much  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  medical  profession  of  this  country  as  the  recent  one  in  Chicago, 
in  which  a  many-times  millionaire  contested  the  fee  of  a  speci- 
alist amounting  up  into  four  numerals,  and  by  means  of  whom 
his  child's  life  was  saved,  has  still  more  recently  come  off  in  At- 
lanta, Ga.  We  give  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  case 
from  the  Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  JournaJ,  and  heartily 
commend  and  coincide  in  the  correct  views  enunciated  in  regard 
to  it: 

'*A  wealthy  gentleman  of  Atlanta  summoned  Dr.  Barrows 
from  New  York  to  attend  a  member  of  his  family  in  a  case  of 
fever.  Dr.  Barrows  is  the  assistant  of  Dr.  W.  M.  Polk,  and  re- 
ceives a  salary  of  $3,200  ayear.  He  was  in  attendance  upon  the 
case  ten  days,  and  rendered  a  bill  for  services  at  the  rate  of  $250  per 
day.  Payment  was  refused  on  the  ground  of  exorbitant  charge, 
and  Dr.  Polk  brought  suit.  At  the  trial  Dr.  John  A.  Wyeth 
testified  that  he  would  have  expected  to  receive  $300  per  day  in 
circumstances  such  as  these.  Dr.  Loomis  stated  that  he  would 
value  his  services  at  not  less  than  $240  per  day  in  New  York,  or 
$500  per  day  if  called  to  Atlanta.  Other  New  York  physicians 
testified  that  the  charges  were  entirely  reasonable.     Drs.  Ken- 
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drick  and  Armstrong,  of  Atlanta,  who  were  also  in  attendance 
upon  the  case,  gave  affidavit  that  they  regarded  Dr.  Barrows 
only  as  a  consultant  from  New  York,  that  he  only  approved  their 
management  of  the  case  and  made  a  few  '*  suggestions  ahout 
some  minor  matters,*'  and  that  they  regarded  J50  per  day  as  a 
just  compensation. 

The  jury,  it  is  said,  after  much  deliberation  and  debate,  re- 
turned a  verdict  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise,  allowing  Dr. 
Polk  $1,500,  or  S150  per  day,  for  the  services  of  Dr.  Barrows. 

In  this  case  all  of  this  trouble  and  annoyance  might  have  been 
obviated  by  a  short  telegraphic  correspondence  as  to  the  matter 
of  expense.  There  is  an  ancient  proverb  to  the  effect  that  he 
never  buys  anything  cheap  who  does  not  first  inquire  the  price. 
In  the  absence  of  such  previous  arrangement  the  gentleman  who 
called  Dr.  Barrows  from  his  work  in  New  York  had  no  right  to 
object  if  the  latter  estimated  the  value  of  his  exclusive  services 
in  Atlanta  in  accordance  with  the  professional  standard  in  New 
York.  It  was  not  a  question  of  the  value  of  the  time  which  Dr. 
Barrows  spent  in  Atlanta,  but  it  was  the  value  of  the  time  which 
he  spent  out  of  New  York. 

The  case  was  an  interesting  and  important  one  from  the  fact 
that  it  furnishes  a  jury's  estimate  of  the  money- value  of  exclu- 
sive medical  services  rendered  in  such  conditions  as  above." 


IDENTIFICATION  NEEDED. 

Our  local  contemporary  in  its  leading  editorial  anent  the  De- 
troit meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  has  the  fol- 
lowing: 

**Dr.  Potter  is  an  able  and  well-known  physician,  whose  abil- 
ity is  fully  recognized  by  everyone;  but  if  he  or  any  other  mem- 
ber has  gone  wrong,  he  should  be  made  to  see  the  error  of  his 
ways.  It  is  a  pity  that  some  of  our  local  societies  do  not  imitate 
this  action  of  the  National  Association.  If  they  did,  we  know 
of  several  prominent  members  of  the  profession  living  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  us  who  openly  consort  with  homoeopathists  whose 
heads  would  have  to  fall." 

Shades  of  the  illustrious  Bowling!     Can  it  be  possible  that 


£DIT0RIAL.  366 

from  the  editorial  tripod  originated,  developed  and  made  eminent 
by  his  trenchant  pen,  such  an  inuendo  could  emanate? 

If  any  of  our  local  societies  are  infested  by  such  a  black  sheep, 
and  any  member  is  cognizant  thereof,  is  it  not  an  incumbent  duty 
to  prefer  charges  in  the  usual  manner,  and  with  a  proper  spirit 
of  true  manhood  meet  him  on  the  floor  of  tbe  local  society  and 
say  *'Thou  art  the  man"?    Aye,  and  prove  it. 

This  scurrilous  method  of  inuendo,  decapitating  in  the  dark 
<^the  Lord  knows  who,"  is  not  quite  in  keeping  with  the  times 
upon  which  our  elder  contemporary  was  founded,  or  the  measures 
and  methods  that  gave  it  the  standing  it  formerly  occupied,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  spirit  of  true  manhood  and  high  professional 
honor  that  should  be  a  part  and  parcel  of  us  all. 


Tribute  to  Southebn  Surgeons  from  Ayant  the  Sea.- 
In  the  April  number  of  the  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Sdenees 
we  find  the  following: 

"Like  many  others,- Dr.  Lawrie  confounds  the  New  England 
States  with  the  United  States.  In  so  doing,  he  reminds  us  of 
those  politicians  who,  in  describing  Ireland,  leave  out  Ulster. 
The  New  England  States  are  not  the  United  States,  neither  is 
their  opinion  the  American  opinion.  The  men  who  raised  Amer- 
ican surgery  to  its  present  high  standard  were  Southerners,  men 
of  the  cotton  States;  and  when  the  State's -rights  war  occurred, 
the  Confederate  surgeons  exhibited  a  skill  and  resourcefulness, 
and  produced  better  results,  than  (sie)  up  to  that  time  any  mili- 
tary surgeons  ever  recorded;  and  this  was  done  amidst  the  greatest 
difficulties.  The  men  who  have  this  splendid  record  to  their 
credit,  without  exception,  are  chloroformists.  Two  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  these  Southern  surgeons  have  expressed  their 
views  in  no  uncertain  manner  on  the  chloroform  questions,  as 
may  be  seen  by  reference  to  Mr.  Foy's  book,  ^Ansesthetics,  An- 
cient and  Modem.' 

<<That  the  Eastern  States  advocate  ether  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  and  that  they  are  intolerant  of  any  difference  of  opinion, 
is  notorious;  but,  nevertheless,  the  United  States  refuses  to  be 
dominated  by  a  noisy,  didactic  faction,  and  with  the  majority  of 
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American  surgeons  chloroform  continues  to  be  the  favorite  an- 
sesthetic." 

The  editor  of  the  Dublin  Journal,  in  discussing  the  merits  of 
chloroform  and  ether,  pitches  into  to  the  statements  of  Surgeon- 
Major  Lawrie,  and  evidently  strongly  favors  chloroform,  not- 
withstanding the  accepted  views  as  regards  the  difference  in 
mortality  attributed  to  these  two  anadsthetics. 


Verrhus  Glemiaka  is  a  vegetable  alterative  and  tonic,  and 
causes  the  elimination  of  specific  blood  poison,  the  repair  of 
wasted  and  disorganized  tissues,  and  the  restoration  of  the  vital 
forces  to  their  normal  activity.  In  the  treatment  of  syphilu  it 
supercedes  the  use  of  both  mercury  and  iodide  of  potassium,  and 
is  a  reliable  remedy  for  the  evil  effects  produced  by  the  excessive 
use  of  these  drugs.  It  is  also  specially  indicated  in  all  scrofu- 
lous affections,  and  is  invaluable  in  the  treatment  of  eczema  and 
other  skin  diseases,  in  chronic  rheumatism,  old  chronic  ulcers, 
etc.  It  is  highly  recommended  by  Thomas  H.  Manley,  A.M., 
M.D.,  Visiting  Surgeon  to  Harlem  Hospital,  New  York. 

Formula:  Verrhus  Clemiana  is  a  compound  fluid  extract  of 
clematis  erecta,  prinos  verticillatus,  fraxinus  Americana,  and 
rhus  glabrum,  with  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  of  venanaticacid, 
CH,  O,. 


The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  will  hold  its 
eighteenth  annual  session  at  Cincinnati,  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
and  Friday,  October  12th,  13th,  and  14th,  1892.  An  excellent 
programme,  containing  the  best  names  in  the  valley  and  cover- 
ing the  entire  field  of  medicine,  will  be  presented.  An  address 
on  Surgery  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire,  of  Rich- 
mond, Va,,  President  of  the  American  Medical  Association;  an 
address  on  Medicine  will  be  made  by  Dr.  Hobart  Amory  Hare, 
Professor  of  Therapeutics  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  The  social  as  well  as  the  scien* 
tific  part  of  the  meeting  will  be  of  the  highest  order. 

The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  possesses  one  great 
advantage  over  similar  bodies,  in  that  its  organic  law  is  such 
that  nothing  can  be  discussed  duriug  the  sessions  save  science. 
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All  ethical  matters  are  referred,  together  with  all  extraordinary 
business,  to  appropriate  committees — their  decisions  are  final, 
and  are  accepted  without  discussion.  The  Constitution  and  By- 
laws are  comprehensive  and  at  the  same  time  simple.  Precious 
time  is  not  allowed  the  demagogue  or  the  medical  legislator. 
The  officers  of  the  Pan-American  Medical  Congress  will  hold  a 
conference  at  the  same  time  and  place. 


The  Tri-State  Medical  Society. — ^The  Tri-State  Medical 
Society,  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  will  hold  its  fourth 
annual  meeting  in  Chattanooga,  beginning  Tuesday,  October  2i, 
1892.  The  meeting  j^ill  last  three  days.  That  it  will  be  a  suc- 
cess is  assured  by  the  fact  that  W.  E.  B.  Davis  is  the  President 
of  this  young  and  vigorous  society,  and  he  is  working  like  a  Turk 
for  the  next  meeting.  We  do  not  know  exactly  how  a  Turk 
works,  but  that  is  the  way  it  is  generally  put,  so  that  it  must  be 
the  correct  thing.  Dr.  Frank  Trester  Smith,  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  is  the  Secretary.  The  membership  includes  many  from 
States  other  than  those  included  in  the  title.  *  Papers  have  been 
promised  by  the  following:  Drs.  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  Rome,  Ga.; 
I.  N.  Love,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  J.  B.  Cowan,  Tullahoma,  Tenn.; 
E.  B.  Ward,  Selma,  Ala.;  J.  M.  Head,  Zebulon,  Ga.;  John  L. 
Howell,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  C.  S.  Briggs,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  J. 
M.  Masters,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  and  Richard  Douglas,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 


•lite 


Nephbitic  Colic. — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  most  favor- 
ably of  the  utility  of  Sanmetto  in  a  case  of  nephritic  colic  to 
which  I  was  called.  The  colic  lasted  about  twenty-four  hours, 
during  which  time  I  have  never  witnessed  greater  suffering,  ac- 
companied with  rectal  and  vesical  tenesmus.  Treatment:  Chlo- 
roform to  relieve  spasm,  and  Sanmetto  every  two  hours,  with  hot 
fomentations  to  genitals.  This  patient  had  for  years  suffered 
from  prostatic  troubles,  with  painful  micturition,  frequently 
having  to  use  catheter  to  relieve  the  bladder;  all  of  which  had 
greatly  improved  from  the  use  of  that  most  wonderful  remedy, 
Sanmetto.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  its  efficiency  in 
all  kidney  and  bladder  troubles. — C.  E.  Hume^  M,D,,  Eggbam- 
ville,  Va, 


3  M  GDITOniAL. 

Amsrioau  aurgeons  chloroforiii  coutinueB  to  be  the  fav 
niithetic. ' ' 

The  editor  of  the  Dublin  Journal,  in  diBCUSBiDg  the 
chtorofunn  and  ether,  pitches  into  to  the  atatementg  of 
Major  Lawrie,  and  evidently  atrongly  favors  chlorofo 
withstandiDg  the  accepted  views  as  regards  the  diffe 
mortality  attributed  to  these  two  anfaathetics. 


Verruus  Cleuiana  is  a  vegetable  alterative  and  tc 
causes  the  elimiantioii  of  specific  blood  poison,  the  i 
wasted  and  diaorgaQized  tissues,  and  the  restoration  of 
forces  to  their  normal  activity.  In  the  treatment  of  s; 
supercedes  the  use  of  Iwth  mercury  and  iodide  of  potass 
is  a  reliable  remedy  for  the  evil  effects  produced  by  the  i 
uae  of  these  drugs.  It  is  also  specially  indicated  in  al 
Inns  affections,  and  is  invaluable  in  the  treatment  of  ec; 
other  skin  diseases,  in  chronic  rheumatism,  old  chroni 
etc.  It  is  highly  recommended  by  Thomas  H.  Manle; 
M.D.,  Visiting  Surgeon  to  Harlem  Hospital,  New  York 

Formula:  Verrhus  Clemiana  is  a  compound  fluid  e 
clematis  erecta,  prinos  verticiUatus,  fraxioua  Americi 
rhua  glabrum,  with  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  of  venau 
CH,  O,. 


The  Mibsissippi  Valley  Medical  Associatiom  wil 
eighteenth  annual  session  st  Cincinnati,  Wednesday,  1 
and  Friday,  October  12th,  13th,  aud  14th,  1S92.  An 
pn^ramme,  conttuning  the  best  names  in  the  valley  ai 
ing  the  entire  field  of  medicine,  will  be  presented.  A 
on  Sui^ry  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire, 
mond,  Va,,  President  of  the  American  Medical  Aseoci 
address  on  Medicine  will  be  made  hy  Dr.  Hobart  Amc 
Professor  of  Therapeutics  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  The  social  as  well  as  t 
tific  part  of  the  meeting  will  be  of  the  highest  order. 

The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  possesses 
advantage  over  similar  bodies,  in  that  its  organic  Im 
that  nothing  can  be  discussed  duriug  the  Bessions  sav 
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All  ethical  matters  are  referred,  together  with  all  extraordinary 
buiuness,  to  appropriate  committees — their  decisions  are  final, 
and  are  accepted  without  discussion.  The  Constitution  and  By- 
laws are  comprehensive  and  at  the  same  time  simple.  Precious 
time  is  not  allowed  the  demagogue  or  the  medical  legislator. 
The  officers  of  the  Pan-American  Medical  Congress  will  hold  a 
conference  at  the  same  time  and  place. 


The  Tri -State  Medical  Society. — The  Tri-State  Medical 
Society,  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  will  hold  its  fourth 
annual  meeting  in  Chattanooga,  beginning  Tuesday,  October  2i, 
1892.  The  meeting  ^^ill  last  three  days.  That  it  will  be  a  suc- 
cess is  assured  by  the  fact  that  W.  E.  B.  Davis  is  the  President 
of  this  young  and  vigorous  society,  and  he  is  working  like  a  Turk 
for  the  next  meeting.  We  do  not  know  exactly  how  a  Turk 
works,  but  that  is  the  way  it  is  generally  put,  so  that  it  must  be 
the  correct  thing.  Dr.  Frank  Trester  Smith,  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  is  the  Secretary.  The  membership  includes  many  from 
States  other  than  those  included  in  the  title.  *  Papers  have  been 
promised  by  the  following:  Drs.  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  Rome,  Ga.; 
I.  N.  Love,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  J.  B.  Cowan,  Tullahoma,  Tenn.; 
E.  B.  Ward,  Selma,  Ala.;  J.  M.  Head,  Zebulon,  Ga.;  John  L. 
Howell,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  C.  S.  Briggs,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  J. 
M.  Masters,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  and  Richard  Douglas,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  

Nephritic  Colic. — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  most  favor- 
ably of  the  utility  of  Sanmetto  in  a  case  of  nephritic  colic  to 
which  I  was  called.  The  colic  lasted  about  twenty-four  hours, 
during  which  time  I  have  never  witnessed  greater  suffering,  ac- 
J^^  companied  with  rectal  and  vesical  tenesmus.  Treatment:  Chlo- 
roform to  relieve  spasm,  and  Sanmetto  every  two  hours,  with  hot 
fomentations  to  genitals.  This  patient  had  for  years  suffered 
from  prostatic  troubles,  with  painful  micturition,  frequently 
having  to  use  catheter  to  relieve  the  bladder;  all  of  which  had 
greatly  improved  from  the  use  of  that  most  wonderful  remedy, 
Sanmetto.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  its  efficiency  in 
all  kidney  and  bladder  troubles. — C,  E.  Hume,  M.D.,  Eggbom- 
vilUy  Va. 
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Amerioaa  Burgeons  chloroform  contiauee  to  be  the  fav 
teHthetic." 

The  editor  of  the  Dublin  Journal,  in  discuraing  the  : 
chlorofuriu  und  ether,  pitches  into  to  the  statements  of  I 
Major  Lawrie,  and  evidently  strongly  favors  chlorofo 
withstanding  the  accepted  views  as  regards  the  diffe 
mortality  attributed  to  these  two  anaesthetics. 


Vebrhus  CLBHIA.NA  is  a  vegetable  alterative  and  tc 
causes  the  elimination  of  specific  blood  poison,  the  r 
wasted  and  disorganized  tissues,  and  the  restoration  of 
forces  to  their  normal  activity.  In  the  treatment  of  s; 
supercedes  the  use  of  both  mercury  and  iodide  of  potass: 
is  a  reliable  remedy  for  the  evil  effects  produced  by  the  i 
use  of  these  drugs.  It  is  also  specially  indicated  in  al 
Ions  affections,  and  is  invaluable  in  the  treatment  of  eC! 
other  skin  diseases,  in  chronic  rheumatism,  old  chroni 
etc.  It  is  highly  recommended  by  Thomas  H.  Manle; 
M.D.,  Visiting  Surgeon  to  Har'em  Hospital,  New  Yorli 

Formula:  Verrhus  Clemiana  is  a  compound  fluid  e 
clematis  erecta,  prinos  verticillatus,  fraxinus  Americi 
Thus  glabrum,  with  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  of  venan 
CH,  O,. 


The  MisaiBsippi  Vallby  Medical  Asbociation  wil 
eighteenth  annual  session  at  Cincinnati,  Wednesday,  T 
and  Friday,  October  12th,  13th,  and  14th,  18d2.  Ad 
programme,  containing  the  best  names  in  the  valley  ai 
ing  the  entire  field  of  medicine,  will  be  presented.  A 
on  Surgery  will  be  delivered  by  Dr.  Hunter  McGuire, 
moDiI,  Va,,  President  of  the  American  Medical  Assoc! 
address  on  Medicine  will  be  made  by  Dr.  Hobart  Amc 
Professor  of  Therapeutics  and  Clinical  Medicine  in  the 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  The  social  as  well  aa  I 
tific  part  of  the  meeting  will  be  of  the  highest  order. 

The  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association  possesses 
advantage  over  similar  bodies,  in  that  its  organic  lav 
that  nothing  can  be  discussed  during  the  sessions  saV' 
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All  ethical  matters  are  referred ,  together  with  all  extraordinary 
business,  to  appropriate  committees — their  decisions  are  final, 
and  are  accepted  without  discussion.  The  Constitution  and  By- 
laws are  comprehensive  and  at  the  same  time  simple.  Precious 
time  is  not  allowed  the  demagogue  or  the  medical  legislator. 
The  officers  of  the  Pan-American  Medical  Congress  will  hold  a 
conference  at  the  same  time  and  place. 


The  Tri-State  Medical  Society. — ^The  Tri-State  Medical 
Society,  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  will  hold  its  fourth 
annual  meeting  in  Chattanooga,  beginning  Tuesday,  October  2i, 
1892.  The  meeting  )irill  last  three  days.  That  it  will  be  a  suc- 
cess is  assured  by  the  fact  that  W.  E.  B.  Davis  is  the  President 
of  this  young  and  vigorous  society,  and  he  is  working  like  a  Turk 
for  the  next  meeting.  We  do  not  know  exactly  how  a  Turk 
works,  but  that  is  the  way  it  is  generally  put,  so  that  it  must  be 
the  correct  thing.  Dr.  Frank  Trester  Smith,  of  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  is  the  Secretary.  The  membership  includes  many  from 
States  other  than  those  included  in  the  title.  '  Papers  have  been 
promised  by  the  following:  Drs.  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  Rome,  Ga.; 
L  N.  Love,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  J.  B.  Cowan,  Tullahoma,  Tenn.; 
E.  B.  Ward,  Selma,  Ala.;  J.  M.  Head,  Zebulon,  Ga.;  John  L. 
Howell,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  C.  S.  Briggs,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  J. 
M.  Masters,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  and  Richard  Douglas,  Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Nephritic  Colic. — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  most  favor- 
ably of  the  utility  of  Sanmetto  in  a  case  of  nephritic  colic  to 
which  I  was  called.     The  colic  lasted  about  twenty-four  hours, 
during  which  time  I  have  never  witnessed  greater  suffering,  ac- 
™^     companied  with  rectal  and  vesical  tenesmus.     Treatment:   Chlo- 
1     reform  to  relieve  spasm,  and  Sanmetto  every  two  hours,  with  hot 
^^     fomentations  to  genitals.     This  patient  had  for  years  suffered 
^     from   prostatic   troubles,   with   painful   micturition,   frequently 
^  Ik     having  to  use  catheter  to  relieve  the  bladder;  all  of  which  had 
greatly  improved  from  the  use  of  that  most  wonderful  remedy, 
Sanmetto.     Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  its  efficiency  in 
all  kidney  and  bladder  troubles. — 0.  E,  Hume,  M,D,,  Eggbam- 
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Sir  William  Aitken  died  June  27th  ult.,  in  his  sixty-seventh 
year.  He  was  quite  eminent  as  a  pathologist  and  medical  au- 
thor; his  treatise  on  Practice  of  Medicine,  issued  during  the 
late  civil  war,  passed  through  seven  or  more  editions  in  this 
country  and  England,  and  for  many  years  was  highly  esteemed 
as  a  text-book.  He  was  the  professor  of  pathology  at  the  Mili- 
tary Medical  School  at  Netly,  and  a  medical  examiner  for  various 
public  services.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  and 
was  knighted  in  honor  of  the  Queen's  Jubilee  in  1887,  and  in 
recognition  of  his  services  in  military  medicine  and  sanitary 
science. 


Therapine. — I  have  given  Therapine  a  full  and  fair  trial  in 
rheumatism,  neuralgia,  and  as  antipyretic.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  it.  As  long  as  it  is  manufactured  and  contains  the 
power  it  now  does,  I  will  continue  to  use  it. — Fred.  A,  Davis, 
M,D,y  U.  8,  Examining  Surgeon,  Bureau  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wayne's  Diuretic  Elixir  still  maintains  its  enviable  repu- 
tation. It  is  a  certain  and  yet  mild  diuretic,  and  is  especially 
valuable  in  all  irritation  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  urethra,  and 
prostate  gland.  If  you  have  not  tried  it,  write  to  Wayne  Elixir 
Company,  175  Sycamore  Street,  Cincinnati,  and  you  will  receive 
a  full-sized  bottle,  for  which  you  will  only  have  to  pay  the  ex- 
press charges  on  receipt. 


LiBTERiNE  is  a  well-proven  antiseptic  agent — an  antizymoti 
especially  adapted  to  internal  use,  and  to  make  all  maintain  sur- 
gical cleanliness  (asepsis)  in  the  treatment  of  all  parts  of  the 
human  body,  whether  by  spray,  irrigation,  atomization,  or  sim- 
ple application,  and  therefore  characterized  by  its  particular 
adaptability  to  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  —  individual 
prophylaxis.  It  is  invaluable  to  the  general  practitioner,  the  sur- 
geon, specialist,  obstetrician,  and  dentist. 


The  Late  Dr.  D.  Hayes  Agnew. — At  the  request  of  Mrs, 
Agnew,  Dr.  J.  Howe  Adams,  of  Philadelphia,  is  preparing  a 
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biography  of  her  late  distinguished  husband.  In  consequence, 
he  is  looking  for  data  on  this  subject,  and  is  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing from  all  of  Dr.  Agnew's  former  friends,  colleagues,  asso- 
ciates, students,  and  acquaintances  all  such  authentic  data  as 
relate  in  any  way  to  his  career  or  character. 


G.  W.  Flavell  a  Bro.,  1005  Spring  Garden  Street,  Phila- 
delphia,  Pa.,  manufacture  the  best  class  of  elastic  stockings, 
leggings,  and  abdominal  supporters  and  belts.  See  their  price 
list  in  our  advertising  pages  for  their  excellent  goods,  made  of 
best  silk  or  thread  as  ordered. 


Test. — ^The  most  accurate  way  of  estimating  the  virtues  of 
Elixir  Three  Chlorides  seems  to  be:  First,  to  fix  in  our  minds 
what  we  know  iron,  arsenic,  and  mercury,  as  isolated  chlorides,* 
are  capable  of  doing  when  introduced  into  the  system;  second, 
to  make* the  application. 


i^evuws  und  $aak  Notices. 


Diseases  of  the  Eye.  A  Hand-book  of  Ophthalmic  Practice..  By  G. 
£.  D£  Scuweinetz,  M.D.,  ProfeMor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  Philadel- 
phia Polyclinic;  Ophthalmic  Snrgeon  to  Children's  Hospital  and  to 
the  Philadelphia  Hospital;  Ophthalmologist  to  the  Orthopredic  Hospi- 
tal and  Infirmary  for  Nervous  Diseases;  Lecturer  on  Medical  Ophthal- 
moscopy, University  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.  Forming  a  handsome  royal 
8vo.  volume  of  more  than  six  hundred  pages.  Over  two  hundred  fin 
Wood  Cuts,  many  of  which  are  original,  and  two  Chromo-lithographic 
Plates.  Price,  cloth,  $4,00;  sheep,  $5,00.  W.  B.  Saunders,  Publisher, 
913  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

The  object  of  this  manual  is  to  present  to  the  student  and 
practitioner,  who  is  beginning  to  work  in  the  field  of  ophthal- 
mology, a  plain  description  of  the  optical  defects  and  diseases  of 
the  eye.  To  this  end  special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  clin- 
ical side  of  the  question;  and  the  method  of  examination,  the 
symptomatology  leading  to  a  diagnosis,  and  the  treatment  of  the 


370 


REVIEWS   AND   BOOK    NOTICES. 


various  ocular  defects  have  been  brought  into  special  prominence. 
Anatomy,  physiology,  and  pathological  histology,  in  so  far  as 
do  not  they  aerve  the  purpose  just  stated,  have  been  omitted.  The 
sections  devoted  to  optical  principles  and  the  normal  and  abnormal 
refraction  of  the  eye  in  large  portion,  have  been  written  by  Dr. 
James  Wallace,  Chief  of  the  Eye  Dispensary  of  the  University 
Hospital.  The  chapter  devoted  to  the  application  of  the  shadow- 
test  has  been  prepared  by  Dr.  Edward  Jackson. 

The  general  plan  of  the  book  is  practical,  and  the  methods  of 
examining  eyes  and  symptoms,  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  ocular 
diseases  and  refractive  defects  are  everywhere  brought  into  prom- 
inence. The  chapter  on  normal  and  abnormal  refraction,  in 
which  all  that  is  theoretical  is  well  explained,  and,  what  is  most 
useful,  the  pages  are  replete  with  practical  directions  for  deter- 
mining the  refractory  error,  illustrated  by  numerous  examples. 
*  The  sections  on  astigmatism  and  presbyopia  are  especially  clear 
in  these  respects.  The  addition  of  a  section  on  spectacles  and 
their  adjustment  is  most  valuable.  These  directions  are  seldom 
found  in  text-books  and  are  nowhere  so  explicitly  recorded. . 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.  By  Jerome  K.  Baudtty,  M.D., 
LL.D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  •f  the  Miod  and  Nervous  System  and  of 
'Medical  Jurisprudence,  Missouri  Medical  College,  St.  Louis ;  late  Phy- 
sician in  Chief  to  St.  Vincent's  Institution  for  the  Insane,  etc.  Second 
edition.  8vo,  cloth,  pp.  35^.Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  Companj, 
Publishers.     1892. 

'<No  thought  nor  labor  has  been  spared  in  the  effort  to  place 
the  subject-matter  of  this  work  on  a  line  with  contemporary  ne- 
crology, which  has  of  late  years  advanced  by  unexampled  strides. 

''The  lectures  have  been  entirely  rewritten,  and  the  author 
hopes  that  they  will  be  favorably  received  as  a  critical  analysis 
of  the  matters  dealt  with  from  the  stand-point  of  a  long,  stu- 
dious, and  extensive  experience. 

''Special  efforts  Irave  been  made  to  present  fairly  aspects  of 
unsettled  questions,  auvi  at  the  same  time  to  render  the  work  as 
comprehensive  and  practical  as  possible." 

Such  is  the  quotation  nve  have  deemed  appropriate  to  make 
from  the  author's  preface  to  this  edition. 

In  the  nineteen  lectures  into  which  the  work  is  divided,  we 
find:   Lecture  I.,  devoted  to  the  Cerebral  circulation;   II.,  Gen- 
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eral  Hypersemia  of  the  Brain;  III.,  Partial  ADsemia  of  the. 
Brain;  IV.,  General  Cerebral  Ansemia;  V.,  Meningitis;  VI., 
Tubercular  Meningitis;  VII.,  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis;  VIII., 
Pachymeningitis;  IX.,  Neo-membranes  of  the  Dura  Mater;  X., 
General  Meningeal  Haemorrhage;  XI.,  Chronic  Cerebral  Men- 
ingitis; XII.,  XIII.,  XIV.,  XV.,  XVI.,  Insanity;  XVII., 
Epileptic  Insanity  and  its  Medico-legal  Relations;  XVIII.,  Gen- 
eral Paralysis  of  the  Insane;  XIX.,  Diagnosis  of  Insanity  in 
General. 

Thjs  Electbo-Therapeutics  of  Gynjscolooy.  By  Augustine  H. 
GoELET,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  and  of 
the  New  York  Obstetrical  Society,  Vice-President  of  the  Electro-Ther- 
apeutic Association,  Member  of  the  Society  Francais  d'Electrotherapie, 
Editor  of  the  Archives  of  Gynaecology,  Obstetrics  and  Paediatrics. 
Illustrated.  Vols.  I.  and  II.  12mo,  paper,  pp.  194  and  203;  price, 
25  c«nts.  (Physician's  Leisure  Library  Series.)  George  S.  Davis, 
Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.     1892. 

Dr.  Goelet  has  given  a  very  practical  and  useful  monograph 
on  the  therapeutic  means  and  measures  that  are  accepted  or  of 
value  in  gynecology.  The  apparatus  and  appliances  described 
are  such  as  he  has  had  personal  experience  with,  and  has  found 
of  practical  and  material  benefit. 

The  first  volume  considers  the  subjects  of  Electro -physics; 
Galvanic  and  Faradic  Currents;  Static  Electricity,  and  its  Cur- 
rents and  Apparatus. 

The  second  volume  treats  of  the  Disorders  of  Menstruation; 
Diseases  of  the  Uterus,  and  of  the  Appendages  and  Broad  Liga- 
ments; Pelvic  Tumors,  etc. 

The  Pocket  Pharmacy.  With  Therapeutic  Index.  A  Resume  of  the 
Clinical  Applications  of  Remedies  Adapted  to  the  Pocket-case,  for  the 
Treatment  of  Emergencies  and  Acute  Diseases.  By  John  Aulde, 
M.D.,  Member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Med- 
ical Society,  etc.     8vo,  cloth,  pp.  204 ;  price,  $2.     New  fork:  D.  Ap- 

pleton  &  Co.,  Publishers.     1892. 

This  seems  to  be  a  consideration  and  study  of  about  twenty 
different  therapeutical  preparations,  and  while  its  author  is  quite 
competent  to  give  us  both  facts  and  theories  of  a  practical  char- 
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acter  of  these  special  combinatioDS,  as  well  as  others,  we  cannot 
regard  the  work  as  a  very  valuable  or  material  addition  to  the 
literature  of  medicine. 

If  it  is  intended  as  a  work  to  enable  every  man  or  woman  to  be 
his  or  her  own  doctor,  it  is  unquestionably  a  failure. 

As  an  advertisement  of  a  drug  manufacturing  establishment  of 
the  beautiful  city  of  fraternal  love,  it  is  possibly  a  partial  suc- 
cess— but  no  great  shakes  at  that. 

What  particular  use  it  can  prove  to  either  the  practitioner  or 
student  of  medicine  we  cannot  conceive;  therefore,  we  hardly 
think  it  worth  the  handsome  binding,  paper,  and  typographical 
labor  bestowed  upon  it. 

A  Text-book  of  Nursing.  For  the  Use  of  Training  Schools,  Families, 
and  Private  Students.  Compiled  by  Clara  »S.  Weeks-Shaw.  Second 
edition,  revised  and  enlarged  with  illustrations.  8vo,  cloth,  pp.  391 ; 
price,  $1.75.     New  York:   D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  Publishers.     1892. 

A  very  excellent  little  book  indeed,  containing  practical  and 
rational  directions  for  the  very  important  duties  of  nursing  the 
sick.  It  will  not  only  be  of  value  to  all  medical  students,  but 
to  some  who  are  now  growing  gray  in  professional  work.  There 
is  not  a  household  in  the  land  that  would  not  be  benefited  by 
this  volume,  which  will  well  repay  careful  reading  and  study. 
In  fact,  our  colleges  and  academies  would  do  far  better  by  using 
this  as  a  text-book  for  their  senior  classes  than  by  wasting  time 
on  studies  of  not  so  great  value  or  importance.  Nursing  and 
the  care  of  the  sick  and  afflicted  are  liable  to  be  prominent 
duties  with  any  one,  male  or  female,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
precepts  herein  laid  down  may  be  in  demand  at  any  day  or  hour. 

New  Journals. — TJie  Journal  of  Orifieial  Surgery,  edited  by 
Drs.  E.  H.  Pratt,  F.  D.  Holbrook  and  Emmet  L.  Smith, 
monthly,  72  pages,  price  82  per  annum;  and  The  Sect/pel,  edited 
by  Louis  J.  Mitchell,  monthly,  price  $1  per  annum,  both  pub- 
lished in  Chicago,  111.,  are  among  the  new  candidates  for  profes- 
sional support.     We  wish  them  success. 


The  Soothern  Practitioner. 

AX  IIVDEPENDKKT  MONTHLY  JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED  TO  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

8X7B6CRIPTION  PRICE,  OKE  DOLBAR  PER  YEAR. 
DEERINQ  J.  ROBERTS,  M.D.,         -         -         Editor  and  Propridor. 

Vol.  XIV.  KASHVILLE,  8SPTSMBEB,  1898.  No.  9. 


0t[igirtnt  f^ammunicHtions. 


CONCERNING  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  LIGHT  IN  THE 

TREATMENT  OF  DISEASE.* 


BY    WILL   F.    ARNOLD,  M.D., 
Passed  ABsistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Nayj. 


Mr,  President  and  Crentlemen  of  the  Academy:  1  believe  that  there 
is  nowhere^  a  well-known  published  account  of  the  employment  of 
a  burning-glass  (or  of  a  reading-glass)  for  a  therapeutical  purpose; 
and  this,  upon  reflection,  will  appear  none  the  less  strange  when 
we  consider  the  whilom  popularity  of  counter  irritation,  and  ob- 
serve that  the  efficiency  of  concentrated  sunlight  as  an  agent  for 
immediate  vesication,  entitles  it  to  rank  with  stronger  water  of 
ammonia  and  with  Corrigan's  button-cautery,  otherwise  called 
the  thermal  hammer. 

^A  paper  read  before  the  Nashville  Academy  of  Medicine,  Aug.  4, 1892. 
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In  December,  1890, 1  observed  a  physician  in  8an  Francisco,. 
California,  concentrate  a  beam  of  sunlight  upon  a  small  papil- 
loma  just  inside  the  meatus  urinarius  of  a  patient  recovering  from 
gonorrhoea,  using  for  that  purpose  a  double  convex  lensr  My 
inquiries  elicited  the  fact  that  he  had  learned  its  use  from 
a  practitioner  in  that  city,  a  Dr.  Fryer,  who  had  purchased  it 
as  the  secret  remedy  of  a  cancer  doctor,  and  who  had  employed 
it,  presumably  accordiug  to  directions  secured  in  the  trade,  in 
cases  of  carcinomatous  breast,  of  epithelioma,  and  of  lupus.  I 
am  not  informed  that  positive  diagnosis  was  reached  in  any  of 
these  cases  by  other  means  than  gross  clinical  appearances,  but  a 
paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Fryer  on  the  subject  of  this  treatment  of 
maglignant  disease  before  a  local  medical  society,  and  one  or 
more  of  his  former  patients  were  exhibited,  illustrating  cures. 

With  this  impetus  I  have  collected  the  following  observations 
bearing  upon  the  subject,  whose  interest  lies  in  their  noveltj  and 
in  their  possible  value  as  predictions,  pending  careful  and  reliable 
experimentation : 

A  Russian  observer  has  announced  his  discovery  of  ansesthetic 
effects  in  the  electric  light  beam;  and  workmen  at  Creusot,. 
France,  where  much  electrical  welding  is  done,  have  exhibit^ 
pathological  conditions  assigned  to  its  intense  and  prolonged  ac- 
tion. Its  ability  to  penetrate  into  living  tissues  is  shown  by  the 
possibility  of  laryngoscopy  with  the  light  applied  to  the  neck 
over  the  larynx  and  by  the  common  light-test  for  pus  or  for  a  neo- 
plasm in  an  antrum. 

Recently  Tesla,  the  inventor  of  the  first  alternating-current 
dynamo,  has  produced  an  electrical  current  of  from  one  million 
to  two  millions  of  vibrations  per  second,  which  has  enabled  him  to 
dispense  with  Geisler's  vacuum  tubes  in  the  production  of  light. 
This  light,  which  appears  to  be  unassociated  with  heat,  and  whose- 
waves  may  be  made  nearly  a  foot  long,  passes  between  somewhat 
distant  poles  with  the  effects  of  the  aurora;  and  vacuum  bulbs 
placed  between  more  widely  separated  terminals  will  glow  bril- 
liantly. Actual  contact  with  glass  or  other  substances,  as  in 
Crookes'  and  Geisler's  experiments,  is  unnecessary.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  resistance  of  fog  to  this  light  may  be  overcome  ultimate- 
ly. This  approach  of  the  rate  of  electrical  vibration  to  the  rate  of 
light  vibration  has  deprived  electricity  of  its  lethal  effects  upon 
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the  human  body,  however  great  its  intensity  or  high  its  potential. 
Tesla,  in  his  lectures  in  England  and  on  the  Continent,  made 
contact  with  a  terminal  capable  of  giving  a  spark  several  inches 
long  with  an  iron  bar  held  in  one  hand  and  used  his  other  hand 
as  one  of  the  plates  for  a  light.  A  vacuum  tube  also  held  in  this 
hand  was  made  to  glow  very  brilliantly  by  the  current,  which 
passed  through  his  body  and  entirely  failed  to  afPect  it.  M.  de 
Arsonval  (La  Semaine  Medicale)  reports  the  statement  thai  one- 
five-hundredth  part  of  the  force  of  the  current  actually  employed 
would  have  been  instantly  fatal. 

The  absence  of  heat  from  the  light  thus  produced  recalls  the 
discontinuous  phosphorescence  of  some  earths  under  high  tension 
currents  in  high  vacua  and  the  voluntary  brilliant  intervals  of 
the  luminous  segments  of  the  abdomens  of  glow-worms  and  fire- 
flies, which  last  ^e  accompanied  with  no  sensible,  or  at  least 
measurable,  liberations  of  heat. 

I  shall  not  consider  further  the  effects  and  properties  of  arti- 
ficial light;  and  by  the  unqualified  word  light  I  shall  refer  to 
that  which  emanates  from  the  ultimate  parent  of  life  on  the  earth , 
**the  symbol  and  vice-regent  of  the  Deity." 

The  salutary  effects  of  direct  sunlight  in  moderate  amount  on 
animal  life  generally,  are  axiomatic,  and  in  some  other  countries 
the  sun  exposure  of  a  building  or  of  a  room  influences  greatly 
its  commercial  value.  This  idea  has  its  foundation  on  the  belief 
that  the  sun  can  and  does  destroy  the  germs  of  diseases  that  do, 
like  sins,  so  easily  beset  us.  In  the  most  populous  parts  of  Asia, 
open  sewers,  or  rather  no  sewers  at  all,  are  used  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  securing  the  disinfection  of  the  sewage  by  sunlight; 
and,  while  less  remote  objections  to  the  system  than  Kipling's  (in 
his  poem  ^'Municipal")  will  suggest  themselves,  some  value  must 
attach  to  the  practical  adoption  of  the  idea. 

Sun  baths,  tinctured  or  otherwise,  have  shared  in  general  the 
fate  of  tar-water,  and  for  the  same  reason — the  excessive  zeal  of 
their  promoters.  It  cannot  be  determined  at  present  how  much 
or  how  little  of  the  climatic  benefits  to  pulmonary  phthisis  are 
ascribable  to  the  sunlight,  but  its  part  in  the  open-air  life,  so 
strongly  urged  to  all  such  sufferers,  cannot  be  insignificant. 

In  Peru,  there  is  an  establishment  where  syphilis  is  treated  by 
the  enforcement  of  a  very  meagre  diet  and  profuse  diaphoresis, 
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induced  by  covering  the  patient  with  hot  sand,  until  great  reduc- 
tion in  weight  results:  then  prolonged  exposure  to  the  sun's  di- 
rect rays  is  practiced  with  as  little  protection  to  the  patient  as  is 
consistent  with  humanity.  My  informant,  a  naval  officer  of  my 
own  corps,  much  inclined  to  investigation  of  such  matters,  was 
disposed  warmly  to  commend  the  results  secured.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  no  alterative  medicine  was  used. 

Downes,  Blunt,  and  Tyndall  did  not  employ  solely  pathoge- 
nic organisms;  and  later  experiments  have  shown  that  it  is  gen- 
erally true  of  these  organisms  that  exposure  freely  to  the  light 
prevents  their  exuberant  growth  and  the  elaboration  of  their 
special  deleterious  product. 

Excluding  the  influence  of  the  attendant  heat,  which  may 
hinder  bacteriological  growth  by  dessication  and  destroy  mildly 
resistant  germs  as  heat,  the  disinfectant  action  pi  direct  sunlight 
is  well  attested. 

Ducleaux  {Chimie.  BiotogiqueEneychp,  Cliniquey  Paris,  1883.), 
with  his  great  forcibleness  has  striven  to  draw  attention  to  the 
prophylactic  influences  that  light  and  air  exert  by  disinfecting 
efHuvia. 

German  Sims  Woodhead  ('^Bacteria  and  Their  Products,"  p. 
277.)  makes  this  statement  concerning  anthrax  spores,  the  stand- 
by for  extreme  resistance  of  bacteriologists: 

''The  only  other  physical  condition  that  appears  to  be  fatal,  or 
at  any  rate  injurious,  to  anthrax  spores  is  strong  sunlight;  this 
appears  to  deprive  them  in  whole  or  in  part  of  their  power 
of  further  development  in  a  most  remarkable  manner,  always 
causing  distinct  attenuation  of  their  pathogenic  virulence  before 
completely  destroying  them." 

Janowski  (CentralhL  /.  Bakt,  und Parasitenk,  Bd.  VI,  Nos.  6-9, 
1890.)  found  that  the  diffused  light  of  a  cold  winter's  day  dis- 
tinctly hindered  the  growth  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  in  pure  a  cul- 
tivation in  gelatine.  He  further  proved  that  direct  sunlight 
killed  this  organism  in  fluid  cultures  in  from  four  to  seven  hours, 
diffused  daylight  requiring  a  much  longer  period  to  suspend  their 
development  and  propagation  This  was  entirely  independent  of 
any  oxidation  of  their  food  material  by  the  action  of  the  chemi- 
cal rays  of  light,  which  appeared  to  affect  their  protoplasm  di- 
rectly and  to  render  them  incapable  of  existence.     By  employ- 
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ing  yarious  diathermanous  and  athermanous  substances,  he  reached 
the  conclusion  that  both  sunlight  and  daylight  held  their  hurtful 
influences  upon  this  bacillus  in  their  chemical  rajs,  which  agrees 
with  the  results  obtained  by  Englemann,  who,  observing  some 
motile  chromogenic  bacteria  in  fluid  illuminated  by  the  rays  from 
a  micro-spectral  objective,  fou^id  that  they  always  moved  to  the 
red  end  of  the  spectrum  to  avoid,  as  it  would  appear,  the  chemi- 
cal rays  at  the  violet  end. 

The  foregoing  suggests  a  factor  in  the  purification  of  the  water 
of  running  streams  not  much  emphasized  at  present.  Though 
not  to  be  relied  on  to  purify  drinking  water,  light's  disinfectant  ac- 
tion, from  the  exposed  situation  of  most  streams,  must  equal  that 
of  oxidation,  of  which  so  much  has  been  said.  The  penetration 
of  light  into  sea  water  in  the  smoothest  weather  is  given  as  1580 
feet. 

Koch  observed  just  prior  to  the  promulgation  of  tuberculin 
that  tubercle  bacilli  would  not  grow  on  culture  media  in  direct 
sunlight,  and  that  it  or  even  ordinary  daylight  was  fatal  to  them 
in  from  a  few  minutes  to  several  days. 

Even  diffused  daylight  has  a  pronounced  action  in  killing  the 
Klebs  LOffler  bacillus,  while,  in  the  presence  of  air,  its  ptomaine 
or  toxalbumin  is  rapidly  modified  by  sunlight. 

Some  recent  experiments  with  the  virus  of  pneumonia  in  spu- 
tum (Bordwhi  Ufferduzzi,  Centralblat  f,  Bahteriologie,  X.,  p.  305.) 
indicate  attenuation  after  twelve  hours'  exposure  in  a  dessicated 
state  to  sunlight. 

With  these  attestations  of  its  germicidal  powers,  let  us  consider 
the  method  of  its  application.  For  practical  purposes  the  heat- 
rays  can  be  filtered  out  of  a  beam  of  sunlight  with  a  flat  cell 
filled  with  a  strong  solution  of  alum,  the  most  elegible  ather- 
manous material;  and  concentration  of  the  light  may  be  increased 
about  twenty  fold  before  the  painful  effects  of  heat-concentration 
are  experienced.  (A  common  whisky  flask  free  from  flaws,  filled 
with  alum  solution  and  a  lens,  such  as  is  sold  for  examining  pho- 
tographs, will  serve  for  all  minor  purposes.)  This  degree  of  con- 
centration I  have  frequently  employed  on  boils,  warts,  ringworms 
and  the  like,  with  instructive  results  ;  although  they  are  too  in- 
exact from  the  trifling  nature  of  the  cases  and  from  the  absence 
of  control  experiments  to  describe  them  in  detail. 
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I  have  secured  distinct  escharotic  e£Pects  from  a  greater  degree  of 
concentration,  although  cosmoline  would  barely  melt  at  the  focus 
of  the  lens,  a  temperature  of  about  125^  F.;  and  that  effect  was 
attained  in  two  cases  with  a  slight  pricking  sensation  hardly 
amounting  to  pain,  although  the  entire  thickness  of  skin  was 
reduced  to  a  whitish,  pulpy  mass.  This  agrees  with  the  Russian's 
observation  already  referred  to,  and  with  Dr.  Fryer's  experience, 
in  which  the  simple  burning-glass  was  used  without  anesthetizing 
the  patient.  The  pain  after  a  time  was  not  complained  of,  not- 
withstanding the  high  temperature  developed  at  the  focus  of  the 
lens.  He  records  as  the  principal  objections  to  the  treatment  the 
unpleasant  appearance  of  the  operation  and  the  odor  and  the 
smoke  from  the  burning  flesh. 

Since  120^  F.  is  about  tlie  limit  of  usual  toleration  of  moist 
heat,  and  since  145®  F.  dry  heat  produces  nearly  intolerable 
pain  in  one  minute  and  in  ten  minutes  causes  quite  active  hyper- 
semia,  it  is  plain  that  the  concentrated  light,  minus  its  grosser 
heat,  is  both  anaesthetic  and  escharotic,  the  last  in  a  mild  degree. 

In  considering  the  former  property,  some  .allowance  must  be 
made  for  the  effect  of  dessication,  which,  although  hindered 
somewhat  in  this  case  by  the  transudation  of  serum,  has  an  ad- 
mitted ansesthetic  effect.  The  latter  property  manifests  itself  in 
in  the  severe  blistering  of  the  skin  at  elevations  above  the  snow 
line  and  in  small  boats  on  the  water  in  the  tropics,  being  much 
severer  in  the  early  and  in  the  late  hours  of  the  day,  from  the  ob- 
lique position  of  the  sun  and  the  greater  consequent  reflection 
of  its  rays  from  the  surface  of  the  water. 

It  is  obvious  that  light  will  have  its  ajtplication  almost  confined  to 
parasitic  affections,  if  its  action  be  shown  to  be  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  destroy  the  parasites  and  at  the  same  time  reasonably  in- 
nocent to  the  tissues  affected.  If  penetration  to  any  degree  be 
admitted,  concentration  may  increase  it  to  any  desired  extent. 
The  destructive  action  of  the  heat  may  be  removed  as  indicated 
above  by  athermanous  substances,  or  it  may  be  neutralized  in 
situ,  so  to  speak;  for  instance,  with  a  spray  of  liquified  carbonic 
acid  gas. 

In  many  cases  the  associated  heat  may  be  advantageously  re* 
tained,  as  when  a  large  amount  of  tissue  is  to  be  destroyed.  This 
form  of  cautery  is  said  by  Dr.  Fryer,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  to 
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be  followed  by  unusually  slight  inflammatory  reaction,  which 
might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  perfect  disinfection  of  the 
•eschar,  and  from  the  fact  that  it  contains  no  residual  chemical 
for  absorption  and  for  further  local  irritation — not  an  inconsider- 
iible  advantage  where  much  destruction  of  tissue  is  necessary. 
Dr.  Fryer  has  cauterized  several  square  inches  at  a  sitting,  but 
he  thinks  the  number  should  not  exceed  five. 

I  should  upon  favorable  occasion  employ  light  with  any  desir- 
able modifications  in  the  treatment  of  epithelioma,  of  whose  infec- 
tious character  I  entertain  no  doubt ;  and  in  the  matter  of  pre- 
f erance  to  the  knife  I  should  have  much  good  company.  I  should 
•employ  it  instead  of  Kraske's  incisions  in  the  surgical  treatment 
of  erysipelas  and  test,  with  no  ordinary  interest  and  hopefulness, 
its  ability  to  disinfect  the  localized  lesions  in  man  of  anthrax, 
of  chancroid,  of  diptheria,  of  tetanus,  and  of  the  infective  gran- 
ulomata. 


PRACTICAL    RESULTS    OF   BACTERIOLOGICAL   RE- 

SEARCHES.* 


BY  GEORGE   M.  STERNBERG,  M.D., 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Armj. 


Science  does  not  demand  practical  results,  but  investigates  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  facts  and  explaining  phenomena. 
And  bacteriology,  as  a  branch  of  natural  history,  is  entitled  to 
equal  consideration  with  other  departments  of  scientific  research. 
Indeed,  the  low  organisms  known  as  bacteria  offer  many  advan- 
tages for  the  study  of  fundamental  biological  problems,  and 
the  researches  already  made  have  borne  abundant  fruit  from  a 
scientific  point  of  view. 

But  medicine  is  eminently  practical  in  its  aims,  and  practicing 
physicians,  as  well  as  intelligent  laymen,  are  apt  to  meet  every 
announcement  of  a  new  discovery  in  pathology  with  the  question : 
''Does  it  aid  in  the  cure  of  disease?  "     Heretofore  the  bacteriol- 

*Read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Association  of  American  Physicians,  Wash- 
ington,  D.  C,  May  24,  1892. 
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ogist  has  been  compelled  to  admit  that  the  demonstration  of  the 
specific  cause  in  a  considerable  number  of  infectious  diseases^ 
which  has  been  obtained  through  his  researches,  has  not  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  a  specific  treatment  for  these  diseases.  At 
the  present  moment  we  are  in  posession  of  experimental  data 
which  open  up  to  us  a  vista  of  possibilities  in  specific  treatment 
unsuspected  a  year  or  two  ago.  We  shall  presently  give  a  some- 
what detailed  account  of  the  experimental  data  referred  to,  and 
will  indulge  in  some  speculations  as  to  practical  results  which  are 
likely  to  follow  this  remarkable  addition  to  our  knowledge. 

The  title  of  my  paper  calls  also  for  some  reference  to  practical 
results  of  another  kind — viz.,  in  the  prevention  of  disease. 

Without  doubt,  preventive  medicine,  or  "sanitary  science," 
as  it  is  sometimes  called,  has  been  immensely  benefited  by  the 
researches  of  bacteriologists.  It  is  true  that  sanitarians  had  ob- 
tained, by  observation  and  by  empirical  methods,  important  data 
upon  which  to  found  their  recommendations  before  we  had  any 
knowledge  of  pathogenic  bacteria.  But  it  is  also  true  that  in 
the  absence  of  this  knowledge  the  recomendations  were  often  inad- 
equate and  contradictory,  and  were  without  the  authority  which 
comes  from  an  exact  experimental  basis. 

In  practical  disinfection,  for  example,  agents  were  often  em- 
ployed which  have  pince  been  shown  to  hav^  but  little  value,  or 
agents  of  value  were  employed  in  inadequate  amounts.  Again, 
it)L  the  absence  of  any  precise  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  in- 
fectious agent  or  of  its  special  habitat,  the  sanitarian  often  de- 
Voted  himself  to  the  destruction  of  imaginary  germs  in  the  air, 
and  failed  to  attack  pathogenic  bacteria  in  the  sputa  of  patients 
with  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  the  excreta  of  those  with  ty- 
phoid fever,  etc. 

To-day  we  have  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  usual  habitat,  and 
of  the  biological  characters  of  a  considerable  list  of  pathogenic 
bacteria  ;  and  this  knowledge  enables  us  to  formulate  recommen- 
dations which,  if  carried  out,  would  doubtless  go  far  toward 
eradicating  the  diseases  induced  in  man,  and  in  the  lower  ani- 
mals, by  these  infecting  agents.  For  example :  the  demonstra- 
tion that  tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease  due  to  a  bacterial 
parasite — the  bacillus  tuburculosis — at  once  leads  to  the  recom- 
mendation that  this  bacillus  be  destroyed  wherever  it  may  be 
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found  external  to  the  bodies  of  infected  individuals.  The  fact 
that  it  is  present  in  the  sputa  of  patients  suffering  from  pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis,  in  the  milk  of  tuberculous  cows,  and  in  the 
the  tissues  of  tuberculous  animals,  leads  to  the  more  specific  rec- 
ommendations that  the  sputa  of  tuberculous  patients  should  be 
disinfected,  that  cow's  milk  from  an  unknown  source  should  be 
sterilized  before  it  is  used  as  food,  and  that  the  flesh  of  tubercu- 
lous animals  should  not  be  used  as  food.  Finally,  our  knowledge 
of  the  action  of  numerous  disinfecting  agents,  as  tested  upon  this 
bacillus,  enables  us  to  give  specific  directions  as  to  its  destruction  ;  -.''fl 

and  as  we  have  experimental  evidence  showing  that  the  tubercle 
bacillus  is  quickly  destroyed  by  the  boiling  temperature,  we  may 
permit  the  use  of  milk  from  an  unknown  source  after  it  has  been 
boiled. 

Again,  we  may  point  to  the  present  position  of  aseptic  surgery 
and  midwifery.  lu  the  absence  of  precise  knowledge  relating  to 
the  microorganisms  concerned  in  traumatic  infections.  Lister  de- 
vised his  spray  apparatus  for  destroying  pyogenic  bacteria  in  the 
air  during  an  operation.  We  now  know,  as  the  result  of  care- 
fully conducted  experiments,  that  this  was  an  unnecessary  pre- 
caution, and  that  it  would  not  have  been  efficient  if  the  micro- 
organisms to  be  destroyed  had  been  present  in  the  air  in  consid- 
erable numbers,  as  was  imagined  by  the  illustrious  originator  of 
antiseptic  surgery.  And  having  learned  that  the  great  danger 
of  infection  results  from  the  transfer  of  pathogenic  bacteria  to 
wound  surfaces  by  the  hands  or  instruments  of  the  surgeon  or 
his  assistants,  that  pyogenic  bacteria  are  found  on  the  surface  of 
the  body  and  of  the  mucous  membranes  in  healthy  persons,  and 
that  sterilization  of  the  hands  of  the  surgeon,  or  of  the  surface 
through  which  his  incisions  are  to  be  made,  can  be  effected  by 
certain  procedures  which  have  been  elaborated  by  the  experimen- 
tal method,  aseptic  surgery  takes  its  place  as  a  rational  method 
founded  upon  scientific  observations.  Thus,  prevention  of  infec- 
tion becomes  the  first  duty  of  the  surgeon  and  of  the  obstetrician, 
as  well  as  of  the  physician  and  sanitary  official.  And  the  necessity 
for  treating  infected  wounds,  puerperal  septicasma,  or  local  epi- 
demics of  infectious  diseases,  in  the  light  of  our  present  knowl- 
edge, is  a  reproach  which  attaches  to  some  individual  or  corpora- 
tion. 
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But  the  members  of  this  Association  are  so  familiar  with  the 
practical  results  of  bacteriological  studies,  so  far  as  preventative 
medicine  is  concerned,  that;  it  is  unnecessary  to  insist  upon  this 
point.  Nor  I  need  do  more  than  advert  to  the  considerable  success 
attending  the  use  of  antiseptics  in  traumatic  infections  and  in  lo- 
calized infectious  processes  when  these  are  accessible  to  local 
treatment. 

Among  the  practical  results  of  bacteriological  researches  we 
may  mention  the  early  diagnosis  of  certain  infectious  diseases  by 
methods  which  serve  to  demonstrate  the  presence  of  the  specific 
*^  ;  infectious  agent.     Thus,  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  in 

material  coughed  up  from  the  lungs  is  now  generally  accepted  as 
evidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  although  this  may  not  be 
revealed  by  the  usual  physical  examination.  In  diphtheria,  where 
the  diagnosis  ^is  uncertain,  a  microscopical  examination  of  the 
exudate,  together  with  culture  experiments  made  by  an  expert 
bacteriologist,  may  settle  the  question.  In  suspected  cases  of 
glanders  in  horses  the  diagnosis  may  be  established  by  inocula- 
ting a  guinea-pig  with  pus  from  a  suppurating  gland,  as  recom- 
mended by  LOeffler.  And  in  tuberculous  cows  an  early  diagno- 
sis may  be  made  by  injecting  into  the  suspected  animal  from  30 
to  40  centigrams  of  Koch's  tuberculin.  If  the  animal  is  tuber- 
culous a  decided  febrile  reaction  occurs  in  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
hours  ;  and  this  is  even  more  marked  in  early  cases,  in  which  the 
diagnosis  by  other  methods  is  most  difficult,  than  in  advanced 
cases.  The  reliability  of  this  test  has  been  demonstrated  by  ex- 
tended experiments  made,  for  the  most  part,  by  veterinary  sur- 
geons in  various  parts  of  Europe. 

Here  we  'might  stop  a  moment  to  refer  to  the  practical  results 
which  have  been  obtained  in  France,  and  elsewhere,  in  protect- 
ing domestic  animals  from  certain  infectious  diseases  to  which 
they  are  subject  by  Pasteur's  method  of  inoculation  with  an  at- 
tenuated virus.  But  it  is  our  intention  to  limit  the  scope  of  this 
paper  to  human  pathology.  The  inoculations  made  to  prevent 
the  development  of  hydrophobia  in  persons  bitten  by  rabid  ani- 
mals, however,  require  brief  mention ;  for,  although  the  specific 
infectious  agent  in  rabies  has  not  been  demonstrated,  and  the  in- 
oculations made  do  involve  the  use  of  bacteriological  methods, 
the  discovery  of  their  prophylactic  value  is  a  result  of  preceding 
bacteriological  researches. 
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We  give  below  two  tables,  ( Annals  of  the  Pasteur  Institute, 
Yol.  v.,  pp.  345  and  346,)  one  showing  tke  results  of  inoculations 
made  at  the  Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris  during  five  years — 1886  to 
1890 ;  the  other  a  classified  statement  showing  the  results  in  a 
48ingle  year — 1 890 : 

Number  Died.  Mortality, 

treated.  Per  oent. 

1886 2671  26  0.94 

1887 1770  13  0.73 

1888 1622  «  0.65 

1889 1830  6  0.38 

1890 1540  '         6  0.32 

Total 9433  68  0.61 

In  the  following  table,  A  includes  all  persons  treated  who  had 
been  bitten  by  an  animal  proved  to*be  rabid,  B  persons  bitten  by 
animals  examined  by  veterinary  surgeons  and  pronounced  rabid, 
O  persons  bitten  by  animals  suspected  of  being  rabid.  The  fig- 
ures relate  to  the  year  1890: 

Number  Died.  Mortality, 

treated.  Per  cent. 

A 416  0 

B 909  4  0.44 

C 215  1  •   0.46 

But,  as  announced  at  the  outset,  the  principal  object  of  the 
present  paper  is  to  bring  to  your  attention  certain  researches 
which  lead  to  the  hope  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  new  departure 
in  the  specific  treatment  of  infectious  diseases. 

As  is  well  known  to  the  members  of  this  Association,  the  re- 
searches of  bacteriologists  have  established  the  fact  that  the  path- 
ogenic action  of  those  bacteria  which  have  been  shown  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  etiology  of  specific  infectious  diseases  is  due  to  the 
.  formation  of  toxic  products  during  the  active  development  of  the 
bacterial  cells.  The  discovery  of  thase  toxines  and  toxalbumins 
has  led  to  a  line  of  research  work,  the  object  of  which  is  to  isolate 
and  study  each  of  these  toxic  products  separately  by  the  methods 
of  chemistry  and  of  experimental  pathology. 

In  the  course  of  these  experiments,  and  of  the  extended  re- 
searches which  have  been  made  with  reference  to  the  explanation 
of  natural  and  acquired  immunity,  the  remarkable  discoveries 
which  will  occupy  our  special  attention  have  been  made. 

The  discovery  of  the  *'antioxines"  is  so  recent,  and  the  facts 
relating  to  their  jspecific  antidotal  power  so  unexpected j  that  I 
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maj  be  permitted  to  go  into  some  detail  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
perimental data  which  form  the  basis  of  our  present  knowledge. 

The  demonstration  by  Nuttall,  Buchiier,  and  others,  that  the 
blood-serum  of  certain  animals  possesses  decided  germicidal  power^ 
led  to  rescearches  with  reference  to  the  nature  of  the  particular 
substance  to  which  this  action  is  due.  Buchner  (^Archiv,  f.  Hy- 
giene,  Bd.  X.,  1890)  showed  that  it  does  not  depend  upon  the 
cellular  elements  of  the  blood,  and  inferred  from  his  experiments 
that  it  must  be  an  albuminoid  bodj.  The  researches  of  Martin 
and  Hankin  (Brit,  Med.  Journal,  May  31,  1890)  confirmed  this* 
view.  These  investigators  succeeded  in  obtaining  from  the  spleen 
and  lymph  glands  of  rats — which  animals  have  a  natural  immu- 
nity again ts  anthrax — a  globulin  which  they  believe  to  be  the 
active  germicidal  agent  in  the  blood  and  tissues  of  these  animals. 
Additional  facts  of  importance  were  developed  by  the  experi- 
ments of  Ogata  and  Jasuhara  (CentralbLf,  Bakt,,  Bd.  IX,  1891, 
p.  25),  who  showed  that  the  blood  of  an  immune  animal — dog 
or  frog — injected  into  a  susceptible  animal — mouse — shortly  be- 
fore or  after  inoculating  it  with  a  virulent  culture  of  the  anthrax 
bacillus,  protects  the  animal  from  a  fatal  attack  of  anthrax,  and 
that  after  its  recovery  from  the  mild  attack  which  results  the  ani- 
mal is  immune  against  the  action  of  virulent  cultures.  The  pro- 
tective influence  is  exercised  when  the  blood  is  injected  as  long 
as  seventy-two  hours  before  the  inoculation,  or  five  hours  after, 
and  it  is  not  lost  when  the  blood  used  for  the  antidotal  injection 
has  been  preserved  for  weeks  in  a  cool  place.  It  is  completely 
destroyed,  however,  by  exposing  this  blood  for  an  hour  to  a  tem- 
perature of  45^  C.  A  single  drop  of  frog's  blood  sufiiced  to  pre* 
serve  a  mouse  from  the  fatal  effects  of  an  anthrax  inoculation. 

It  is  evident  that  these  facts,  if  well  established,  have  im- 
mense significance  from  a  therapeutical  point  of  view;  but  they 
are  so  novel,  and  so  unexpected,  that  we  might  regard  the  results 
reported  with  some  scepticism  were  it  not  that  they  are  supported 
by  similar  facts  obtained  in  other  infections  maladies  by  inde- 
pendent investigators.  First  in  date  and  importance  are  those  of 
Behring  and  Kitasato  (Deutseh.  med.  Wochemchr.j  1890,  No.  49.)^ 
published  soon  after  the  results  of  the  above-named  Japanese  in- 
vestigators had  been  made  public  in  a  communication  to  the 
Medical  Faculty  of  the  Imperial  University  of  Japan,  at  Tokio. 
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The  experiments  of  Behring  and  Kitasato  showed  that  the 
blood  6f  animals  which  have  an  artificial  immunity  against  teta* 
nus,  or  against  diphtheria,  when  injected  into  susceptible  animals, 
preserves  them  from  fatal  infection  with  virulent  cultures  of  the 
bacillus  tetanus  or  of  diphtheria.  So  small  a  quantity  as  0.2  c.c. 
of  blood  from  ati  immune  rabbit,  injected  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  of  a  mouse,  was  sufficient  to  protect  it  from  the  fatal 
effects  of  a  virulent  culture  of  the  tetanus  bacillus  injected  twen* 
ty-four  hours  later.  Further,  these  bacteriologists  have  shown 
that  the  toxic  substance — toxalbumin — ^present  in  a  filtered  cul- 
ture of  the  tetanus  bacillus  is  neutralized  by  admixture  with  the 
blood  of  an  immune  rabbit.  A  culture  ten  days  old  was  sterilized 
by  filtration  ;  this  filtrate  was  found  to  kill  a  mouse  with 
certainty  in  less  than  two  days  when  injected  into  the  animal  in 
an  extremely  minute  quantity  (0.0001  c.c).  Five  c.c.  of  blood 
serum  from  an  immune  rabbit  was  added  to  1  c.c.  of  this  viru- 
lent filtrate.  At  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours  four  mice  received 
each  0.2  c.c.  of  this  mixture,  containing  more  than  300  times  the 
fatal  dose  of  the  filtered  culture.  All  of  these  mice  survived, 
and  proved  subsequently  to  be  immune  for  virulent  cultures  of 
the  tetanus  bacillus;  while  four  control  mice,  each  of  which  was 
inoculated  with  0.001  c.c.  of  the  same  filtrate,  unmixed  with 
blood,  perished  within  thirty-six  hours.  The  blood  of  rabbits 
not  immune  against  tetanus  was  without '  result  in  neutralizing 
the  toxalbumin  in  filtered  tetanus  cultures,  as  was  also  the  blood 
of  children,  of  calves,  sheep,  and  horses. 

Similiar  results  have  been  obtained  by  the-  Italian  investiga- 
tors, Tizzoni  and  Cattani,  {Centralbl.  f.  Bakt.y  Bd.  IX.,  1891,  p. 
685),  who  have  given  special  attention  to  the  study  of  the  chem- 
ical characters  of  the  "tetanus  antitoxine,"  which  they  have  iso- 
lated from  the  blood  of  immune  animals.  They  have  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  globulin,  or  a  substance  carried  down 
by  the  globulin  precipitate,  and  that  it  is  different  from  the  glob- 
ulin obtained  by  Hankin  from  animals  immune  against  anthrax. 

Recently  a  most  important  experiment,  from  the  point  of  view 
presented  in  this  paper,  has  been  made  at  Padua  with  the  tetanus 
antitoxine  of  Tizzoni  and  Cattani.  This  was  the  successful  treat- 
ment of  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus  with  tetanus  antitoxine  pre- 
pared by  the  authors  named.     The  case  is  reported  by  Dr.  Ru- 
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dolph  Schwarz,  (Centralbl.  f.  Bakt.  Bd.  X.,  1891^  p.  785),  As- 
sistant to  the  Surgical  Clinic  at  Padua. 

The  patient  was  a^peasant  boj,  aged  fifteen  years,  who  wounded 
himself  in  the  left  forearm  while  attempting  to  cut  a  walnut 
which  he  had  picked  up  from  the  ground.  There  was  consider- 
able hemorrhage,  which  was  controlled  by  the  application  of  a 
wad  of  spider's  web  and  a  bandage.  A  return  of  the  hemorrhage 
induced  the  parents  to  take  the  boy  to  the  Surgical  Clinic  at 
Padua.  There,  uuier  appropriate  treatment,  the  hemorrhage 
was  arrested  and  the  wound  healed.  Two  weeks  after  receiving 
the  wound  symptoms  of  tetaous  were  developed.  The  patieut 
was  admitted  to  hospital  three  days  later,  at  which  time  the  jaws 
were  immovable  and  the  muscles  of  the  arm  in  a  state  of  tetanic 
rigidity,  while  other  muscles  of  the  trunk  and  extremities  were 
also  involved.  Treatment  with  chloral  and  warm  baths  was  with- 
out effect  in  arresting  the  progress  of  the  malady,  and  on  the 
16th  of  September,  nine  days  after  admission,  the  patient  had 
eight  or  nine  tetanic  convulsions  during  the  night,  accompanied 
by  difficult  respiration  and  slight^opisthotonus.  No  improvement 
having  occurred  under  the  treatment  employed,  it  was  decided 
to  test  the  value  of  tetanus  antitoxine,  which  had  been  sent  for 
the  purpose  by  Prof.  Tizzoni,  who  had  obtained  it  from  the  blood 
serum  of  a  dog  which  had  been  rendered  **strongly  immune'* 
against  tetanus.  On  the  afternoon  of  September  18th,  fifteen 
centigrammes  of  this  antitoxine  dissolved  in  water  was  injected 
beneath  the  skin.  The  same  quantity  was  injected  the  following 
day.  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  patient  was  decidedly  bet- 
ter; on  the  afternoon  of  this  day  he  received  twenty -five  centi- 
grammes of  the  antitoxine,  and  the  same  amount  on  the  following 
day.  After  each  injection  there  was  a  notable  fall  in  the  tem- 
perature. Ihe  patient  continued  to  improve,  and  on  the  23rd 
all  symptoms  of  tetanus  had  disappeared. 

In  a  postscript  to  his  communication  Dr.  Schwarz  states 
that  he  has  private  information  of  two  other  patients  who  have 
recovered  from  tetanus  under  the  same  treatment— one  in  the 
hospital  at  Colle  di  Val  d'Elsa  (Tuscany),  treated  by  Dr.  Pacini; 
the  other  in  the  Surgical  Clinic  at  Innsbruch,  treated  by  Prof. 
Nicoladoni. 

Another  case  has  since  been  reported  by  Finotti  (Wien.  klin. 
Wochenschr.,  1892,  No.  1). 
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If  further  experience  establishes  the  value  of  this  treatment, 
no  physician  will  fail  to  recognize  the  fact  that  medical  science 
has  taken  a  new  departure,  and  that  bacteriological  studies  have 
led  up  to  practical  results  of  the  greatest  importance.  Nor  is  it 
likely  that  the  therapeutic  possibilities  in  this  direction  itill  be 
limited  to  the  disease  in  which  the  successful  experimentum  crueia 
has  been  made  upon  man.  The  experiments  of  Behring  give  us 
reason  to  hope  that  the  potent  toxalbumin  of  the  diphtheria  bacil- 
lus may  be  neutralized  in  the  bodies  of  infected  individuals. 
Having  succeeded  in  rendering  animals  immune  against  the  path- 
ogenic action  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus,  Behring  assertained  that 
the  blood  of  these  animals  neutralizes  the  toxic  potency  of  filtered 
cultures  of  this  bacillus,  either  before  or  after  injecting  them  into 

susceptible  animals. 

{To  be  concluded  in  our  next,) 


^linicd  ^e^orts. 


ELEPHANTIASIS  OF  LEG— AMPUTATION. 


BY   8.    B.    FOWLER,    M.D.,    PP   GAIN8BORO,    TENN. 


I  was  called  May  5th  ult.  to  dee  Willie  Mc ,   set.  21. 

Found  him  in  a  very  critical  condition.  Nearly  every  joint  in 
his  body,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  his  fingers  and  toes,  was 
completely  anchylosed,  twisted  and  flexed  in  almost  every  con- 
ceivable shape.  He  was  so  completely  helpless,  though  seem- 
ingly well  nourished,  hearty,  and  rosy-cheeked,  that  if  every 
imaginable  delicacy  and  tempting  article  of  food  had  been  placed 
in  a  short  distance  of  him,  but  just  beyond  his  reach,  that  he 
would  have  starved  to  death  if  he  had  been  dependent  solely  on 
his  own  exertions.  In  addition  to  the  large  number  of  anchy- 
losed joints,  he  had  a  very  typical  case  of  elephantiasis  of  the 
right  leg,  from  the  knee  down,  the  limb  measuring  twenty -four 
inches  in  circumference  at  the  ankle. 

On  June  1st,  I  was  again  called  to  see  him,  the  messenger 
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Stating  that  the  enlarged  limb  had  become  so  ofFensive  that  it 
was  difficult  for  any  one  to  go  near  him  without  vomiting,  and 
that  both  the  patient  and  his  friends  had  decided  that  if  any 
good  could  be  accomplished  bj  having  the  offending  member  re- 
moved, thej  were  willing  and  anxious  to  have  it  done. 

On  the  next  day  I  returned,  accompanied  by  Dr.  C.  £.  Reeves, 
of  this  place,  and  at  1  p.m.,  having  made  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions, we  gave  him  three  fluid  ounces  of  brandy,  a  hypodermic 
injection  of  morphine,  and,  after  having  anesthetized  him,  am- 
putated the  limb  at  lower  third  of  the  thigh.  The  limb,  one 
hour  after  the  operation,  weighed  thirty-seven  pounds. 

His  history  was  as  follows:  Sick  three  years.  Pain  first  be- 
gan in  great  toe,  and  he  suffered  excruciating  pains  for  some 
time.  Pain  then  left  the  toe  and  settled  in  the  shoulder,  he  still 
remaining  at  school,  but  was  eventually  confined  to  his  bed,  his 
suffering  having  become  so  great  from  acute  articular  rheuma- 
tism, principally  confined  to  great  toe  and  fingers.  For  some 
three  months  he  complained  of  no  pain  except  in  great  toe  and 
fingers.  He  continued  on  this  way  up  to  June,  1890,  the  pain 
being  mostly  limited  to  the  right  great  toe,  when  his  elbows  and  knees 
were  involved  and  became  flexed,  and  his  right  leg  began  to  swell. 

The  right  leg  soon  became  much  swollen,  skin  shining  and 
glistening,  and  blebs  and  buUse  forming,  and  discharging  by 
rupture  and  oozing.  The  discharge  from  these  and  through  the 
pores  of  the  skin  of  the  leg  being  estimated  at  times  to  reach  the 
amount  of  one  gallon  in  twenty-four  hours.  Subsequently  the 
leg  became  ulcerated,  the  ulceration  remaining  open  up  to  the 
time  of  removal  of  the  leg. 

His  general  health  during  the  past  year  was  very  much  re- 
duced, but  by  proper  remedies,  tonics,  good  diet,  etc.,  his  system 
was  built  up  to  a  comparatively  healthy  standard. 

He  made  a  prompt  recovery  after  the  operation,  without  any 
untoward  symptoms,  and  is  now  comparatively  well  and  healthy, 
with  the  exception  of  the  anchylosed  joints. 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalyptol  Extract  (Eucolyptol). — Apply 
to  Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Euca- 
lyptol and  reports  of  cures  effected  at  the  clipics  of  the  Univer- 
sities of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros. '  Drug  Co. ,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 
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eUctians. 


Medical  Legislation. — We  all  admit  that  class  legislation 
leads  to  tyranny,  but  that  is  what  we  need  in  this  land  of  personal 
liberty.  The  people  are  cursed  with  too  much  freedom,  especial- 
ly in  their  choice  of  medical  advisers  and  constant  resort  to  the 
counter  prescriber.  Surely  all  sensible  physicians  will  admit, 
without  argument,  that  all  medication  not  prescribed  by  regular 
graduates  is  damaging  (to  the  profession)  and  should  be  prohib- 
ited by  law.  Surely,  now  that  class  legislation  is  ruunin  to  seed, 
we  doctors  ought  to  lobby  for  a  law  to  protect  the  profession  and 
prevent  such  a  shameful  robbery  of  the  physician. 

Can't  we  have  the  druggists  fined  for  selling  medicine  to  such 
patients?  or  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  have  such  foolish  peo- 
ple arrested  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  doctor  who  owns 
the  largest  number  of  diplomas*  This  would  give  a  great  impe- 
tus to  the  diploma  business,  and  enable  some  of  the  * 'mills"  to 
add  another  course  of  lectures  to  their  tyrannous  exactions. 

The  practice  of  allowing  infants  under  twenty-one  years  of  age 
to  study  medicine  is  a  very  pernicious  one.  Such  infants  cannot 
have  intellects  sufficiently  matured  to  enable  them  to  compre- 
hend medical  subjects. 

By  all  means,  let  us  have  a  law  preventing  colleges  from  grad- 
uating students  under  twenty-five  years  of  age.  I  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  when  but  eighteen  years  old,  but,  **law 
sakes,"  if  very  boy  is  allowed  to  do  that  we  old  fogies  will  soon 
be  crowded  into  the  background.  Those  are  very  stupid  who  do 
not  recognize  the  fact  that  the  profession  is  overcrowded  with 
young  men;  and  what  is  worse  for  us,  the  general  public  cannot 
be  persuaded  that  they  don't  know  anything. 

There  are  but  two  horns  to  the  dilemma.     We  must  either  have 

the  medical  profession  so  hedged  about  by  legal  enactments  that 

it  will  be  harder  to  get  into  than  a  burglar- proof  safe,  or  we  must 

take  more  medical  journals,  buy  more  books,  and  study  harder 
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than  we  ever  did  before.  Let  us  have  the  law;  the  more  tyran- 
nical the  better.  It  much  easier  to  get  laws  enacted 'than  to  sit 
up  nights  to  read  medical  literature. 

"God  bless  me  and  my  wife;  my  son  John  and  his  wife;  us 
four  and  no  more." 

Our  friends,  the  druggists,  have  started  in  the  right  direction, 
by  securing  the  enactment  of  laws  making  it  a  misdemeanor,  pun- 
ishable by  fine,  for  a  physician  to  sell  any  kind  of  drugs.  They 
have  but  to  go  one  little  step  further,  and  secure  a  law  prevent- 
ing physicians  dispensing  any  medicines  whatever,  when  glory 
will  perch  upon  their  banners,  and  we  will  be  their  slaves. 

But,  in  all  seriousness,  is  the  principle  of  legislation  that  can 
lead  to  such  results  correct?  What  would  become  of  libertv  if 
the  principles  embodied  in  medical  and  pharmaceutical  legislation 
was  applied  to  every  other  business  vocation  in  which  men  en- 
gage? The  most  tyrannous  government  that  ever  existed  was 
called  a  republic. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  says  :  *  'No  State  shall 
pass  any  law  abridging  the  privileges  or  immunities  of  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States;  nor  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  without  due  process  of  law.*'  This  great  fundamental 
principle  of  law,  to  which  all  legislation  must  conform,  or  be 
branded  as  unconstitutional  and  subversive  of  all  the  great  un- 
derlying principles  of  that  freedom  which  every  patriotic  citizen 
holds  dearer  than  life,  is  not  hedged  about  by  technicalities.  It 
is  so  plain,  it  seems  to  me,  that  a  "wayfaring  man,  though  a 
fool,  can  read  and  understand." 

Legally,  a  doctor's  professional  knof^ledge  is  as  much  his  pro- 
perty as  his  books  or  instruments,  and  the  law  that  places  a 
barbed-wire  fence  ten  feet  high  around  the  medical  profession, 
and  forbids  any  to  enter  except,  by  the  straight  and  narrow  way 
provided  by  a  sanhedrim  of  medical  high  priests,  deprives  many 
men  of  both  their  property  and  liberty;  for  to  deprive  a  man  of 
the  use  of  property,  is  to  deprive  him  of  that  property. 

True  the  "courts  of  last  resort"  in  many  States  have  sustained 
the  worst  kind  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical  laws,  but  it  is  per- 
fectly safe  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  will  not  do  so 
while  that  clause  of  the  constitution  remains  the  safeguard  of  our 
liberties. — J.  W.  Lockharty  M.D,^  in  Medical  Brief, 
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Toothache.— The  following  formulae  are  given  in  an  Italian 
Medical  Journal :  , 

1.  IJ     Sozoiodolate  of  soda 1  part. 

Sozoiodolate  of  potash 2  parts. 

Glycerine  to  form  a  paste. 
Put  one  or  two  drops  in  the  cavity. 

2.  B     Chloroform 14  parts. 

^itimc 8  parts. 

Peruvian  balsam ^. 5  parts. 

Dissolve  the  resins  in  the  chloroform.  * 

Two  or  three  drops  into  the  carious  cavity. 

3.  R-    Extract  of  opium 

Camphor aa  1  part. 

Peruvian  balsam 

Mastic aa  2  parts. 

Chloroform 20  parts. 

4.  K     Chloroform 

Laudanum aa  eq.  parts. 

Creosote 

Tincture  of  benzoin aa  2  parts. 

5.  K     Chloral  hydrate 

Camphor aa  2  parts. 

Cocaine 1  part. 

6.  B     Creosote 

Essence  of  peppermint 

Camphorated  oil aa  2  drops. 

Essence  of  violets 5  drops. 

Cocaine minims.  16  (gr.  J). 

Chloroform,  q.  s. — Cincimiati  Lancet  Clanic, 


'*i 


Management  of  Gunshot  Wounds  of  the  Abdomen. — 
Dr.\H.  C.  Daltou  {Annals  of  Surgery)  says  that  there  are  four 
cardinal  points  in  the  management  of  the  abdomen,  viz. : 

1.  Have  everything  in  readiness,  the  patient  thoroughly  pre- 
pared, the  abdomen  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  the  surrounding 
surfaces  covered  with  antiseptic  cloths  before  an  an  {esthetic  is  ad- 
ministered. I  haye  seen  patients  kept  under  an  ansesthetic  for 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  while  the  operator  and  assistant  were  get- 
ting things  ready.     This  materially  lessens  the  chances  for  re- 
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CO  very,  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  shorter  the  period  of  anaes- 
thesia the  less  the  shock,  etc. 

2.  After  the  abdomen  shall  have  been  opened,  the  first  busi- 
ness in  hand  should  be  to  find  the  source  of  the  hemorrhage,  if 
any,  and  check  the  same.  I  speak  from  sad  experience  on  this 
point,  for  I  believe  I  lost  a  patient  from  lack  of  the  observance 
of  this  rule.  While  sewing  up  gunshot  holes  in  the  small  in- 
testines, which  were  not  bleeding,  and  the  closing  of  which  could 
just  as  well  have  been  delayed,  a  fatal  hemorrhage  was  going  on 
at  another  point. 

3.  As  fai*  as  possible  the  intestines  should  be  kept  in  the  per- 
itoneal cavity.  I  know,  however,  that  this  cannot  always  be 
done.  All  know  that  useless  handling  of  the  gut,  and  the  drag- 
ging upon  its  mesentery,  as  well  as  the  exposure  to  cold,  etc., 
adds  greatly  to  the  shock. 

4.  To  finish  the  operation  at  as  early  a  moment  as  possible, 
consistent  with  the  proper  management  of  the  same. 

It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  hard  and  fast  rules  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  surgeon  in  his  dealings  with  these  cases,  as  the 
difficulties  in  each  must  be  surmounted  as  they  arise. — American 
Lancet, 


Treatment  op  Kheumatism. — October  20,  1891,  saw  Mrs. 
H.,  of  this  city,  aged  44  years.  Found  her  suffering  from 
rheumatism;  there  was  pain,  redness,  and  swelling  in  both  knees 
and  ankles,  lemperature  103°,  skin  hot  and  dry,  considerable 
thirst;  urine  scanty  and  high  colored.  She  said  she  had  been 
subject  to  such  attacks  for  several  years,  whenever  exposed  to 
wet  and  cold  weather,  and  the  duration  of  the  attacks,  was  from 
three  to  six  weeks;  and  she  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  for 
several  weeks  at  a  time.  For  five  days,  previous  to  my  first 
visit,  she  had  been  treated  by  salicylate  sodium,  aconite,  and 
opium,  without  any  perceptible  benefit.  I  prescribed  W.  R. 
Warner's  Elixir  Salicylic  Acid  Comp.,  a  dessert-spoonful  every 
four  hours,  and  gradually  increased  the  dose  to  a  tablespoonful. 
In  less  than  twenty -four  hours  she  was  perspiring  freely,  the 
temperature  fell  to  99°,  and  she  was  free  from  pain;  the  urine 
became  more  abundant  and  lighter  in  color,  the  swelling  in  the 
joints  rapidly  disappeared,  and  in  one  week  she  could  walk  with- 
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out  difficulty.  She  continued  to  take  the  Elixir  for  two  weeks 
longer,  in  dessert-spoonful  doses,  three  times  a  day,  and  has  had 
no  return  of  the  disease  up  to  this  date. 

Case  J.  Mrs.  Gr.  W.  D.,  aged  28  years;  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  Oc- 
tober 11,  1889.  Had  acute  rheumatism;  swelling  and  redness 
of  knees,  ankles,  and  feet,  also  left-hand  and  arm  perfectly 
helpless;  pain  severe  and  constant;  temperature  at  first  vist  104^^, 
pulse  rapid  and  irregular,  occasional  sharp  pains  througb  left 
breast.  Prescribed  Warner's  Elixir  Salicylic  Acid  Comp.,  table- 
spoonful  every  four  bours;  quinia  sulph.,  gr.  ij,  every  four 
hours.  Fomented  limbs  by  means  of  flannel  cloths  wrung  out 
of  hot  salt  water.  She  improved  from  commencement  of  treat- 
ment, and  walked  out  on  the  street  ten  days  later,  and  has  had 
no  return  of  the  disease. 

Com  III.  G.  W.,  locomotive  fireman,  aged  25  years.  Was 
called  to  treat  him  March  22,  1888.  He  had  been  unable  to 
leave  his  bed  for  two  weeks;  ankles  and . feet  were  enormously 
swollen  and  red,  very  tender  to  touch,  and  painful.  So  he  was 
obliged  to  take  full  doses  of  opium  to  obtain  sleep.  Prescribed 
Warner's  Elix.  Salicylic  Acid  Comp.,  fjvj;  Potas.  iodidi, 
3  iij.  M.  Sig. — ^Tablespoon ful  every  six  hours.  Fomentations 
as  in  former  case.  In  a  week  he  was  able  to  walk  about,  and 
two  weeks  from  beginning  of  treatment  he  went  to  his  usual 
work  as  fireman  on  railroad.  This  man  had  gonorrhoea,  when 
swelling  of  ankles  came  on,  after  he  had  his  clothing  wet  through 
by  being  out  in  a  storm  of  sleet  and  rain,  and  the  discharge  sud* 
denly  stopped,  and  did  not  return  until  profuse  perspiration  took 
place  as  a  result  of  treatment  and  reduction  of  temperature. 
This  discharge  continued  for  ten  days  after  he  commenced  work, 
but  finally  yielded  to  appropriate  treatment. 

Case  IV.  J.  0.  D.,  woman,  aged  45  years.  Chronic  rheu- 
matism, right  leg  and  hip,  also  both  hands.  Been  helpless  for 
eight  months.  Has  tried  various  plans  of  treatment  without 
material  benefit.  Ordered  tablespoonful  of  the  Elixir  four  times 
a  day  (added  to  each  twelve-ounce  bottle  siij.  potas  iodidi);  also 
gave  2  gr.  pill  quinia  sul.  three  times  a  day.  She  gradually 
improved,  and  in  four  weeks  was  able  to  go  up  and  down  stairs 
without  difficulty,  though  the  enlargement  of  joints  remained 
for  several  months.     She  continued  to  take  the  Elixir  for  four 
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months,  and  has  had  no  return  of  the  disease  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent her  from  being  around  and  being  able  to  perform  her  usual 
household  duties.  She  has  had  occasionally  symptoms  of  a  re- 
turn of  the  lameness,  but  has  been,  relieved  by  taking  the  remedy 
for  a  few  days. 

902  Fourteenth  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C,  Decem- 
ber 14th. 

N.  B.  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.  promise  to  send  some  of  this 
elixir  for  gratuitous  use  to  any  physician  who  has  an  obstinate 
case  of  rheumatism  to  treat. — Chas.  W.  Brown,  3f,D,,  in  South- 
ern Clinic. 


Reply  to  ** Enlarged  Prostate  a  Myth." — I  notice  in 
the  April  number  of  the  Medical  World,  page  131,  an  article  by 
J.   C.   Campbell,  M.D.,  speaking  rather  disparagingly  of  the 
attention  given  to  the  subject  of  enlarged  prostate  and  exhorting 
physicians  to  pay  more  attention  to  *  *  contractions  and  soreness 
of  the  urethra."     I  do  not  think  there  can  be  too  much  atten- 
tion given  to  that  most  distressing  and  often  fatal  disease  of  the 
prostate  gland  and  appendages;    two  fatal  cases  having  come 
under  my  observation  within  a  year,  reminding  me  most  forcibly 
of  what  may  eventually  be  the  means  of  my  ** taking  off."     It 
is  true  that,  whereas  I  was  once  '*  young,  but  now  am  old  (nearly 
80),  yet  never  have  I  suffered  my  urethra  to  be  impaired  by  the 
means  he  would  have  us  believe.     I  am  convinced  that  this  af- 
fliction, diseased  prostate,  is  much  more  prevalent  than  he  would 
intimate,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  inquiries  from  physicians  that 
my  article  on  the  subject  (January,  1891)  called  forth,  no  less 
than  fifteen  having  written  of  their  own  cases.     If  the  people 
throughout  the  country  are  afflicted  in  the  same  proportion,  there 
must  be  a  great  many  suffering  with  it. 

The  ^ '  urethral  contractions  and  soreness ' '  he  advises  us  to  ex- 
amine are  very  simple  ailments  and  easily  treated  compared  with 
a  real  enlarged  prostate,  a  fact  that  I  think  he  would  duly  ap- 
preciate if  he  happened  to  be  a  subject  of  that  ^^  enlarged  prostate 
rut''  he  speaks  of. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  it  may  appear  egotistic  in  me  to  further  en- 
croach on  your  space  or  patience  in  reference  to  my  own  case, 
but  as  J  have  already  given  your  readers  sofnething  of  njy  expe- 
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rience  up  to  January,  1891,  I  venture  to  obtrude  still  further, 
though  the  subject  may  be  hackneyed.  In  that  article  (January, 
1891),  I  brought  saw  palmetto  into  notice  as  having  helped  me 
more  than  any  thing  else  I  had  ever  tried,  and  felt  very  hopeful 
of  its  lasting  effect,  and  can  now  say  that  its  action  on  the  gland 
has  been  effective  in  preventing  further  enlargement,  but  it 
failed  to  relieve,  except  temporarily,  irritation  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  and  prostatic  portion  of  the  urethra;  so  I  had  to 
use  the  catheter  occasionally. 

Some  four  months  ago  my  attention  was  called  to  a  new  rem- 
edy called  **8anmetto,"  composed  of  saw  palmetto  and  santal. 
As  a  drowning  man  will  ** grasp  at  straws,*'  so  I  grasped  at  a 
bottle  of  the  remedy,  and  have  been  using  it  for  about  three 
months,  with  great  relief,  for  I  have  no  use  for  the  catheter  now, 
and  the  deposit  of  mucus,  instead  of  being  an  inch  or  more  thick 
in  a  quinine  bottle  of  urine,  as  formerly,  is  now  nearly  nil,  and 
no  pain  or  irritation  in  urinating.  I  think  the  combination  of 
saw  palmetto  and  santal  is  a  happy  idea — the  former  acting  on 
the  gland  and  the  latter  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder 
and  urethra. 

It  may  lose  its  effect,  as  other  things  have,  but  it  commends 
itself  to  my  judgment  as  covering  the  pathological  conditions 
l>etter  than  other  remedy  I  have  tried.  For  the  benefit  of  those 
who  have  written  me  on  the  subject,  I  can  say  it  is  pleasant  to 
take  the  dose;  a  teaspoonful  about  three  times  a  day. — H.  Knapp, 
M.D.,  in  Medical  World  for  July, 


/' 


An  Interesting  Case  of  Empyema,  with  Special  Refer- 
ence TO  THE  Use  of  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen. — This  case  is 
interesting  in  many  ways — namely:  the  length  of  time  which 
elapsed  previous  to  diagnosis,  the  degree  of  exhaustion  present 
at  that  time,  the  amount  of  pus  evacuation,  and  finally  the  per- 
fect and  rapid  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Previous  to  his  sickness,  this  patient  was  a  strong,  healthy 
man  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  but  who  for  a  few  years  past 
had  indulged  in  rather  frequent  dissipation. 

About  December  20th  he  was  suddenly  taken  very  sick.  The 
attending  physician  diagnosed  pneumonia,  and  began  a  vigorous 
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course  of  treatment,  which  he  continued  for  four  weeks.  The 
pneumonia  did  not  resolve,  but  the  attending  physician  continued 
diligently  in  his  efforts  to  bring  about  resolution;  and  at  the 
time  I  saw  him  first,  over  four  weeks  after  the  beginning  of  the 
attack  he  was  supplied  with  four  glasses  of  medicine,  with  in- 
structions to  take  a  teaspoonful  of  each  every  hour.  Upon  ex- 
amination, I  diagnosed  empyema,  and  demonstrated  it  by  the 
introduction  of  a  hypodermic  needle. 

At  this  time  the  patient  was  in  a  condition  of  extreme  eiihaus- 
tion;  temperature  105°,  pulse  hardly  perceptible,  respiration  48. 
I  had  him  removed  at  once  to  the  Danbury  Hospital;  a  small 
amount  of  ether  was  administered  and  a  resection  performed,  re- 
moving about  an  inch  of  the  sixth  rib  in  the  axillary  line.  An 
opening  was  then  made  into  the  pleural  cavity,  and  two  gallons 
of  pus  evacuated.  I  do  not  know  the  maximum  amount  of  pus 
ever  evacuated  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  but  I  can  hardly  conceive 
of  a  greater  amount  being  contained  in  the  pleural  cavity  of  an 
ordinary  man.  The  cavity  was  washed  out  with  Thiersch's  So- 
lution, and  two  large  drainage  tubes  placed  in  the  wound.  The 
patient  became  quite  cyanotic  during  the  operation,  and  required 
very  active  stimulation  for  several  hours  afterward. 

So  much  for  the  case  itself;  now  a  few  words  in  regard  to  his 
treatment  and  course  of  recovery.  For  two  weeks  the  pleural 
cavity  was  washed  out  every  day  with  Thiersch's  Solution.  The 
patient  slowly  improved,  but  his  temperature  continued  to  rise 
every  evening  to  102°  or  103°.  I  then  substituted  a  solution  of 
hydrarg.  bichloride  1-5000.  This  was  used  about  a  W9ek,  when 
a  very  active  salivation  presented  itself.  During  this  time  the 
temperature  did  not  run  so  high,  but  still  continued  at  about 
101°  to  101^°  in  the  evening.  I  then  began  washing  out  the 
cavity  with  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  and  if  I  had  done  this  before 
I  would  certainly  have  gained  considerable  time.  I  used  Mar- 
chand's  preparation  full  strength,  putting  in  a  considerable 
quantity  of  it  with  small  syringe,  then  allowing  it  to  escape,  and 
finally  washing  it  all  out  with  a  weak  borated  solution. 

From  this  time  my  patient  began  rapidly  to  improve.  The 
temperature  fell  to  almost  nothing,  rarely  exceeding  99J°  at 
night.  In  two  weeks  from  this  time  the  discharge  had  entirely 
stopped,  and  I  was  able  to  remove  my  drainage  tubes,  the  wound 
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closing  in  a  few  days.  He  gained  rapidly  in  strength,  and  in 
eight  weeks  from,  the  day  of  operation  he  was  able  to  return  to 
work. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  Marchand.'s  Peroxide  of 
Hydrogen  (medicinal)  in  the  treatment  of  this  case.  It  kept  the 
pleural  cavity  so  clean  that  there  was  hardly  any  septic  absorp- 
tion,  and  finally  prevented  all  formation  of  pus,  the  discharge 
ceasing  entirely  in  two  weeks  from  the  time  I  began  its  use. — 
H,  F,  Brownleey  M.D.,  in  Neiv  England  Medical  Monthly, 


Treatment  of  Reptile  Bites. — In  the  first  place,  the  pre- 
ventive treatment  lies  in  keeping  out  of  the  region  inhabited  by 
these  pests,  or,  if  you  must  expose  yourself,  wearing  good  pro- 
tective leggins,  etc.  The  hog  is,  of  all  creatures  known,  the 
greatest  practical  enemy  of  the  snake.  In  some  swamp  and 
mountain  districts  of  the  country  the  abundance  of  the  bears 
prevents  the  raising  of  hogs,  and  here  the  snakes  abound,  the 
bear  being  the  unintentional  protector  of  the  snake. 

Leaving  preventive  treatment  out  of  consideration,  we  may 
divide  the  immediate  into  two  heads: 

First,  the  local  treatment.  Every  individual  whose  occupa- 
tion exposes  him  to  the  danger  of  such  wounds  should  know  that 
immediate  attention  to  them  will  save  his  life  in  almost  any  con- 
tingency. ,  With  a  knife,  or  even  with  a  thorn,  cut  or  tear  open 
the  wound  until  it  bleeds  freely.  As  almost  all  bites  are  on  the 
extremities,  the  patient  may  be  able  to  suck  the  wound.  If  so, 
do  it  at  once — a  sore  mouth  or  decayed  tooth  makes  no  difference; 
the  very  act  of  suction  will  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  poison 
into  a  mouth  lesion.  If  the  surgeon  is  at  hand,  which  seldom 
happens  when  the  bite  first  occurs,  he  should  open  each  of  the 
punctures  transversely  to  the  line  of  lymph  and  blood  flow,  and 
apply  a  cupping  glass.  If  at  hand,  a  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potash  (10  per  cent.)  or  a  strong  solution  of  liquor  potassse, 
injected  into  the  wound,  will  destroy  the  physiological  activity 
of  the  poison  entirely.  If  he  can  do  two  things  at  the  same 
time,  let  him  likewise  tie  an  extemporized  tourniquet  around  the 
limb  at  once.  The  above  treatment  is  entirely  independent  of 
the  kind  of  snake,  provided  only  it  be  poisonous.     Now  let  me 
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say  one  word  more  in  regard  to  the  local  treatment.  In  five  per 
cent,  of  all  bites  that  are  recovered  from  a  chronic  septicemia 
results.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  almost  all  snake  wounds 
are  more  or  less  infected  with  pyogenetic  bacteria  from  the  saliva 
of  the  snake.  This  viscid  mucus  always  in  a  serpent's  mouth  to 
enable  it  to  swallow  its  prey  is  a  perfect  nidus  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  these  germs.  The  abundance  of  this  mucus  gives  to  our 
copperhead  in  many  localities  the  term  cottonmouth,  and  it  is 
from  them  especially  that  we  receive  these  septic  bites.  In  view- 
ing the  local  effects  of  venom  globulin,  in  which  our  snakes 
abound,  we  saw  a  condition  produced  most  favorable  to  the  spread 
of  pyogenic  and  saprophytic  bacteria,  and  they  very  readily  take 
hold  here.  Therefore,  all  snake  wounds  should  have  applied  to 
them  the  same  surgical  care  applied  in  these  days  to  other  wounds. 
This  chronic  septicaemia  seems  to  produce  a  recurrent  neuritis  in 
the  nerves  distributed  to  the  part  bitten,  and  often  when  similar 
telluric  conditions  again  obtain  we  are  apt  to  have  herpetic  erup- 
tions break  out  at  the  seat  of  the  wound. 

Turning  to  the  constitutional  treatment,  we  find  that  alcohol 
in  moderate  quantities  (not  over  a  half-pint  all  told)  is  an  agent 
usually  sufiicient  to  maiirtaiu  the  heart's  action  and  blood  press- 
ure at  a  safe  point.  But  as  the  poison  begins  to  make  itself 
more  distinctly  felt  on  the  centres,  we  find  that  alcohol,  espe- 
cially if  the  amount  of  venom  be  great,  is  unable  to  prevent  a 
dangerous  fall  in  the  force  of  nerve  impulses  sent  out,  and  we 
must  assist  it  by  strychnia.  One-thirtieth  to  one-twentieth  of  a 
grain  hypodermatically  administered  will  increase  the  nerve- 
center  tone  and  restore  the  waning  powers.  To  avoid  gangrene 
of  the  limb  as  the  result  of  our  tourniquet,  it  will  be  necessary 
at  intervals  to  remove  it,  and  at  these  times  more  or  less  venom 
will  enter  the  system.  By  repeating  the  alcohol,  strychnia,  and, 
in  case  of  a  Gila  Monster  bite,  digitalis,  we  may  tide  over  these 
periods  and  save  a  patient  under  conditions  most  adverse.  The 
above  include  all  remedies  of  demonstrated  power.  Bibron's  an- 
tidote, the  Tanjore  pill,  viola  sagittata,  squirrel's  ear,  sweet  oil, 
and  many  other  remedies,  each  have  th^ir  advocates,  but  I  know 
nothing  of  them.  The  means  that  I  have  suggested  have  in 
very  many  cases  saved  human  life,  but  they  should  be  in  the 
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hands  of  a  man  who  will  not  lose  his  head  from  excitement. — 
AbatrcLct  from  *'The  Venomoxis  Reptiles  of  the  United  States,  xoith 
the  Treatment  of  Wounds  Inflicted  by  Them,'^  by  Paul  B.  Bar- 
ringer,  M.D. 


The  Treatmemt  of  Erysipelas  — Aside  from  the  separa- 
tion of  cases  of  erysipelas  from  other  patients  who  have  abrasions 
of  the  skin,  through  which  the  germ  of  the  disease  may  enter, 
the  physician  has  a  still  further  duty  to  perform,  nojonly  in  the 
treatment  of  the  patient,  so  far  as  his  symiptoms  are  concerned, 
but  also  with  the  object  of  preventing  a  recurrence  of  the  disease, 
for,  in  a  certain  percentage  of  cases,  this  accident  frequently  oc- 
curs. Thus  there  are  some  cases  of  recurrent  erysipelas  of  the 
face  which  are  due  lo  the  presence  of  an  inflammation  about  the 
hair-follicles  in  the  nose  through  which  the  infection  seems  to 
take  place,  or  in  other  cases  an  obstinate  rhinitis,  by  which  the 
mucous  membrane  is  impaired,  is  present  as  a  pathway  for  infec- 
tion. Under  these  circumstances,  the  physician  should  remove 
the  real  cause  of  the  attacks  by  local  measures  directed  to  the  re- 
lief of  these  lesions  before  considering  his  patient  as  more  than 
temporarily  relieved  of  his  disease. 

The  treatment  of  erysipelas  which  has  yielded  the  best  results 
in  our  experience  is  one  which  we  have  already  recommended 
•elsewhere,  and  which  in  each  and  every  case  proves  to  be  singu- 
larly efficient. 

It  consists  in  washing  the  part  which  is  affected  with  a  solu- 
tion of  bichloride  of  mercury,  in  the  strength  of  1  to  10,000,  and 
then  thoroughly  anointing  the  skin  with  an  ointment  of  ichthyol, 
of  the  strength  of  two  drachms  of  ichthyol  to  the  ounce  of  lano- 
lin or  benzoated  lard.  This  having  been  freely  applied,  the  part 
is  protected  by  a  layer  of  salicylated  cotton  and  a  gause  covering; 
or,  if  the  disease  involve  the  face,  a  piece  of  gause  can  be  used 
alone,  with  holes  cut  in  it  for  nose,  eyes  and  mouth. 

This  line  of  treatment  in  the  early  stagjss  of  the  malady  dimin- 
ishes the  pain  and  relieves  the  tension  of  the  parts,  at  the  same 
time  seeming  to  limit  the  area  involved.  When  the  case  is  seen 
after  the  attack  is  well  advanced,  the  same  treatment  rapidly  re- 
duces swelling  and  induration,  and  produces  so  rapid  a  change 
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for  the  better,  that  the  patient  soon  recognises  the  advance  which 
he  is  making. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  full  doses  of  tincture  of  chlo- 
ride of  iron  should  be  given  in  such  cases;  as  much  as  20  or  30 
drops  every  four  hours  if  the  disease  is  severe. — Thera.  Gazette. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  r&liable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  ^nd  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleaisant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 


•The  Value  of  Some  New  Medicaments. — In  a  paper  be- 
fore the  forty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  H.  A.  Hare  says: 

Camphoric  acid  he  had  found  of  value  in  night-sweats  from 
any  cause.  Given  in  tablets  or  capsules,  twenty  grains  three 
times  a  day.  Piperazene  had  failed  in  every  instance  of  rheu- 
matism where  he  had  tried  it.  Dose  fifteen  grains  in  twenty- 
four  hours. 

Codeine  is  not  used  in  diabetes  mellitus  as  much  as  it  should 
be.  One  to  three  grains  three  times  daily,  increase  slowly  until 
it  produces  drowsiness,  then  reduce. 

Chroten  chloral  is  a  good  analgesic  in  facial  neuralgia.  Five 
to  twenty  grains  three  times  daily.  It  generally  acts  at  once,, 
when  the  dose  can  be  reduced. 

The  strontium  salts,  bromide,  phosphate,  lactate,  are  of  value* 
The  bromide  does  not  cause  the  cutaneous  eruption  as  in  other 
bromides;  nor  the  adverse  action  on  the  stomach.  Ten  to  thirty 
grains  three  times  a  day.     The  lactate  is  of  considerable  value 
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in  albuminuria,  decreases  the  albumen,  but  this  is  apt  to  return 
if  the  remedy  is  withdrawn.     Thirty  grains  three  times  a  day. 

Creasote  in  pulmonary  phthisis,  though  reports  are  generally 
favorable,  still  often  fails.  Two  drops  three  times  a  day,  in- 
creased slowly  till  the  bowels  are  irritated.  He  had  gone  up  to 
ninety  and  one  hundred  drops.  It  is  contraindicated  when  fever 
occurs.  It  may  be  given  in  capsules,  but  best  in  milk,  and 
gulped  down.  In  chronic  bronchitis  it  is  of  great  advantage, 
but  when  the  urine  becomes  smoky  discontinue.  It  generally 
cures. — Lancet-Clinic. 


The  Modern  Treatment  of  Trachoma. — The  modern  treat- 
ment of  this  most  formidable  disease  of  the  conjunctiva  with 
which  we  have  to  deal  has  rendered  its  management  much  more 
easy  to  the  ophthalmologist.  It  is  not  my  intention  in  this  arti- 
cle to  give  a  review  of  the  different  methods  pursued  to  reaph 
the  one  end,  but  to  speak  of  the  one  giving  me  the  most  satis- 
factory results.  A  patient  with  acute  trachoma  or  true  granular 
lids  applies  for  treatment.  What  is  to  be  done?  Under  the  old 
methods  most  of  them  will  go  on  to  chronic  granulation  with  all 
its  bad  results.  I  take  a  cataract  knife  because  it  is  cleaner  than 
the  thin-bladed  '^silleyineur^^  of  Johnson,  and  will  give  about  as 
good  results,  and  scarify  well  the  palpebral  and  cul-de-sac  con- 
junctiva. I  then,  with  a  pair  of  Knapp's  forceps,  grasp  the 
conjunctiva  and  compress  and  squeeze  out  all  trachomatous  bodies 
and  enlarged  follicles;  treat  upper  and  lower  lid  alike.  I  then 
irrigate  thoroughly  with  boric-acid  solution,  and  send  the  patient 
home  with  directions  to  use  the  solution  every  two  hours  in  an 
**eye  bath,"  and  if  there  is  much  reaction  to  apply  cold  cloths. 
Usually  there  is  no  reaction,  and  but  little  after  discomfort.  I 
do  not  use  general  anaesthesia;  instead  instill  several  times  a  ten- 
per-ceut.  solution  of  cocaine  muriate.  But  little  treatment  out- 
side of  this  bath  is  given  for  several  days. 

If  there  are  any  granulations  left  the  operation  must  be  re- 
peated, or  the  usual  old  treatment  in  snch  cases  can  be  tried  for 
several  days.  Under  this  treatment  cases  which  used  to  take  for 
relief  months  are  now  cured  in  as  many  weeks,  and  with  but  lit- 
tle or  no  damage  to  vision.  I  operated  several  days  ago  on  a 
case  of  trachoma,  with  the  cul-de-sacs  filled  with  enlarged  foUi- 
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cles.  When  the  lids  were  everted,  great  rolls  would  present, 
larger  than  a  lead  pencil.  Under  slight  trimming  and  compres- 
sion, this  case  was  cured  in  two  weeks,  with  vision  ^g,  which, 
under  the  old  treatment,  would  have  been  on  hand  for  months, 
with  vision  much  impaired  as  a  result.  There  is  some  difference 
in  the  management  of  acute  and. chronic  granular  lids  and  the 
follicular  form.  But  when  the  modern  method  is  pursued  the 
result  as  compared  to  the  old  is  simply  marvelous,  not  only  in 
leught  of  time  of  treatment,  but  in  result.  The  operation  is  a 
very  short  one,  and  I  find  patients  anxious  to  have  it  performed. 
When  there  is  much  paunus  I  still  use  pulverized  jequirity.  My 
faith  in  this  remedy  in  suitable  cases  is  increasing  daily. — Prof. 
W,  CJieatham,  M.D.^  in  Am,  Practitioner  and  News. 


Early  Surgical  Treatment  of  Cancer  of  the  Uterus. — 
T>i,  A.  H.  Corder  (^Annals  of  Onyecology)  says: 

The  justifiableness  of  early  hysterectomy  in  these  cases  is  un- 
questionable. 

If  the  operation  is  performed  early,  many  cases  are  permanent- 
ly cured. 

Tubal  and  ovarian  diseases  are  frequent  complications. 

In  every  hysterectomy  for  malignancy  the  appendages  should 
be  removed  also. 

All  escharotic,  caustics,  and  tinckering  should  be  condemned 
in  treating  these  cases;  they  never  cure,  but  often  make  compli- 
cations. 

Complete  extirpation,  as  compared  to  amputation  of  the  cervix^ 
is  attended  with  low  death  rate  and  a  greater  percentage  of  cures. 

The  operation,  when  performed  as  described  above,  gives  the 
the  lowest  mortality. 

A  few  cases  can  be  treated  only  by  abdominal  total  extirpa- 
tion, owing  to  the  size  of  the  uterus  and  the  presence  of  solid 
tumors  of  the  ovaries. — American  Lancet, 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalyptol  Extract  (EucolyptoV). — Apply 
to  Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Euca- 
lyptol and  reports  of  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Univer- 
sities of  Bonn  and  Griefs wald.  Meyer  Bros. '  Drug  Co. ,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 
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Satisfactory  Treatment  op  the  Tympanites  in  Typhoid 
Fever. — I  have  always  considered  tympanites  as  a  dangerous 
element  in  typhoid  fever;  for  I  have  seen  several  patients  die 
apparently  from  the  distenti9n  due  to  the  accumulated  gases,  a 
condition  which  I  was  unable  to  relieve  satisfactorily.  The 
bowels  often  fill  up  with  alarming  rapidity,  this  being  probably 
the  cause  of  perforation  in  many  cases. 

I  saw  a  case  in  consultation  last  year,  which  was  undoubtedly 
intelligently  treated.  The  distention  was  in  the  extreme.  So 
far  as  I  was  able  to  determine,  the  case  was  uncomplicated  with 
perforation,  and  it  seemed  as  though  the  man  would  live  if  re- 
lieved of  the  accumulation  of  gas.  All  the  usual  methods  had 
been  applied — ^injections,  aspiration,  and  rectal  intubation — but 
with  negative  results. 

A  similar  case  occurred  in  my  own  practice  during  the  last 
year.  A  boy,  nine  years  of  age,  during  the  third  week  of  fever, 
mddenly  developed  an  alarming  tympanites.  The  abdomen  was 
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Bromoform  in  Pertussis. — Dr.  J.  T.  Duncan  adds  his  testi- 
mony in  favor  of  the  great  efficiency  of  bromoform  in  whooping- 
oough  (Canad.  Prac,).  The  dose  of  the  remedy  is  from  one  to 
three  minims  in  a  spoonful  of  water,  three  times  a  day.  He 
concludes  his  paper  by  saying  that  the  result  maybe  thus  stated: 

1.  Bromoform  in  the  doses  stated  above  is  a  perfectly  harmless 
remedy. 

2.  The  attacks  diminish  in  number  and  severity. 

3.  The  first  paroxysmal  vomiting  disappears  in  two  or  three 
days. 

4.  Nasal  and  other  forms  of  hemorrhage  soon  disappear. 

5.  It  acts  beneficially  in  complications,  largely  giving  affected 
organs— e.  g.,  lungs — a  chance  to  rest.  ^  ^ 

6.  It  undoubtedly  shortens  the  duration  of  the  attack  (Stepp, 
two  to  four  weeks;  Scheppers,  eight  weeks). 

Bromoform  is  a  heavy  sweetish  liquid.  It  is  best  given  dropped 
in  a  teaspoonful  of  water.  Given  thus,  children  like  it;  but  be 
sure  the  drops  are  swallowed,  as  they  sink  through  the  water  on 
to  the  spoon.  It  must  be  dispensed  in  small  amounts,  and  kept 
from  the  light,  as  it  is^apt  to  change. — Medical  Beview. 
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fearfully  distended,  lower  part  of  chest  wall  was  widely  forced 
out,  stomach  contracted  and  unable  to  retain  drugs,  food,  or  stim- 
ulants. Respiration  was  labored  and  rapid.  This  was  a  case 
that  I  had  been  holding  up  under  heroic  doses  of  stimulants,  and 
without  them  he  began  to  sink  rapidly.  I  considered  the  end 
certain  and  close  unless  relieved  of  this  condition.  I  tried  all 
the  usual  methods  without  giving  the  needed  relief.  I  then  used 
the  injection  which  I  commonly  use  in  abdominal  section — one 
ounce  of  salts,  two  ounces  of  glycerin,  three  ounces  of  warm 
water,  and  thirty  drops  of  turpentine.  In  thirty  minutes  the 
child  began  passing  liquid  stools,  accompanied  with  an  immense 
quantity  of  gas,  with  very  decided  relief  of  alarming  symptoms. 
The  injection  was  repeated  in  a  few  hours  for  another  rapid  ac- 
cumulation of  gas,  and  with  same  results.  The  child  made  a 
perfect  recovery,  although  it  was  one  of  the  worst  cases  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  have  repeatedly  used  this  injection  since  in  milder 
cases  for  constipation  and  accumulation  of  faeces  and  gas,  and  it 
has  seemed  to  be  all  that  one  could  desire  in  its  effects. — E,  T^ 
Nealey,  M»D.f  in  University  Medical  Magazine. 


j§diiarmh 


WILL  IT  COME? 

Asiatic  or  epidemic  cholera,  like  the  noted  progress  of  empire, 
is  again,  in  the  good  year  1892,  on  its  westward  march.  At  thi» 
writing  it  has  traversed  the  entire  European  domain  of  Russia^ 
the  number  of  cases  among  the  Czar's  subjects  having  reached 
from  five  thousand  to  eight  thousand  per  day  during  July  and 

August,  and  the  latest  advices  at  this  writing  (August  25th) 
brings  unmistakable  and  reliable  information  of  its  unquestioned 
existence  at  the  prominent  and  important  seaports  of  Hamburg, 
Antwerp,  and  Havre. 

In  this  particular  section  of  the  United  States  the  climatological 
and  other  local  conditions  are  more  than  ripe  for  its  rapid  and 
ready  spread.     An   excessive  amount  of  rain  during   the  hot 
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months,  an  unusual  and  most  rank  and  luxuriant  growth  of  veg- 
etation, render  the  summer  solstice  of  1892  very  like  unto  that 
of  1873.  Yet  there  is  no  occasion  so  far  for  alarm,  notwithstand- 
ing we  have  at  this  time  an  exceedingly  fertile  soil  and  the  germs 
of  the  dread  scourge  are  just  on  the  other  side  of  the  big  pond. 
If  cholera  does  visit  us  this  year  it  will  be  the  fault  of  those  in 
authority.  We  possess  advantages  in  this  good  day  far  in  ad- 
vauce  of  those  of  previous  years.  Our  health  authorities  are 
fully  alive,  and  are  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  on  the  westward 
progress  of  a  much  dreaded  visitor.  So  much  so  that  we  hardly 
anticipate  a  struggle  therewith  during  the  current  year. 

Yet  it  behooves  our  whole  people,  our  local,  municipal,  and 
State  sanitary  authorities  to  leave  nothing  undone  to  render  our 
now  fertile  soil  as  sterile  as  possible^  in  the  event  that  the  vigil- 
ance of  those  on  the  out-posts  may  perchance  be  eluded.  Every 
household,  every  hamlet,  village,  town,  and  city  should  be  thor- 
oughly cleansed,  disinfectants  should  be  used  with  a  most  un- 
sparing and  lavish  hand;  every  nook  and  corner  should  be  thor- 
oughly inspected,  and  all  decomposing  or  noxious  organic  matter 
purified  by  fire,  or  other  means  that  will  leave  no  foothold  for  a 
lodgment  and  perpetuation  of  a  death-dealing  germ  whose  dread 
effects,  and  not  the  substance  thereof,  is  alone  visible.  Yes,  we 
iterate  and  reiterate^-clean  up  your  houses,  yards,  cess-pools^ 
privies,  gutters,  streets,  and  alleys.  Overlook  no  place,  from 
dark  and  damp  or  dry  eellar  to  high  and  heated  attic.  Dirt  and 
filth  are  disease — disease  may  be  death,  to  you  or  me,  to  youra 
or  mine. 

While  the  conditions  in  this  country  are  more  favorable  for 
the  ready  control  or  prevention  of  epidemic  visitation  than  in 
years  gone  by,  by  reason  of  a  better  understanding  of  the  nat- 
ural history  and  the  prominent  factors  of  epidemic  diseases,  a 
more  perfect  and  thorough  organization  of  sanitary  measures; 
our  more  dense  populations,  our  more  rapid  and  ready  transit, 
the  greater  degree  of  mobility  of  our  population,  also  give  ad- 
vantages for  the  more  rapid  spread,  more  effective  destruction 
by  such  unwelcome  guests.  It  is  not  essential  that  we  should  be 
frightened  or  alarmed  at  the  present  or  any  future  prospect  of 
epidemic  visitation.  The  soldier  who  is  frightened  is  not  apt  to 
be  effective;  the  army  that  is  scared  is  already  defeated.     Let 
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US  meet  the  issue  calmly,  cooly,  courageously,  and  boldly.  Take 
time  by  the  forelock,  and  with  our  present  sufficient  warning 
put  our  house  or  ship  in  order  to  stand  the  storm  if  it  should 
come.  Measures  of  local  sanitation  that  will  yield  an  untold 
percentage  in  the  event  of  an  invasion  will  be  of  no  little  value 
in  lessening  our  death-rate  and  sickness  from  endemic  or  local  or 
as  yet  unpreventable  diseases  that  are  with  us  always. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  cholera  in  epidemic  form  was  much 
nearer  to  us  than  now,  prevailing  extensively  on  the  western 
coast  of  South  America,  and  producing  an  alarming  mortality  in 
the  populous  towns  and  cities  of  Chili  and  Peru.  We  anticipated 
then  a  possible  chance  of  its  working  its  way  up  and  into  Mexico, 
when  the  transmission  of  its  germs  would  have  been  an  almost 
certain  result  of  the  varied  and  multitudinous  Mexico-Texas 
traffic.  But  we  were  fortunate,  and  a  second  invasion  by  way 
of  the  South,  as  in  1873,  was  escaped. 

National  sanitation  and  our  national  quarantine  regulations 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service,  aided  by 
local  means  and  measures  at  all  our  great  ports  of  entry.  Dr. 
Walter  Wyman,  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  Marine-Hospital 
Service,  is  wide-awake,  well  versed,  and  competent,  and  is  aided 
by  a  small  but  competent  and  able  corps  of  advisors  and  assist- 
ants. We  would  suggest  at  this  time  the  propriety  of  hij  en- 
larging his  corps  temporarily  by  the  appointment  of  Acting  Sur- 
geons and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeons  of  the  Marine-Hospital 
Service,  to  the  extent  that  he  would  be  enabled  to  place  upon 
every  vessel  engaged  in  passenger  or  emigrant  traffic  between 
our  shores  and  all  large  trans- Atlantic  ports  where  there  is  a 
possibility  or  a  reality  of  cholera  a  competent  and  efficient  in- 
spector, who  would  have  far  better  means  and  opportunities  of 
detecting  the  existence  of  disease  while  en  route  and  during  the 
voyage  of  six,  eight,  or  ten  or  more  days  than  the  most  thorough 
and  scrutinizing  inspection  at  our  ports  of  entry.  This  possibly 
would  entail  some  expense  upon  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, but  the  pay  and  maintenance  of  such  officers  would  be  a 
mere  bagatelle  as  compared  with  the  loss  o£  valuable  lives,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  disaster  and  damage  to  our  inland  commerce 
during  the  progress  of  the  smallest  invasion.  He  as  the  head  of 
the  national  quarantine  service  can  hold  the  whip-hand  of  a  pro- 
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spective  and  possible  inyasion.  He  will  surely  be  justified  and 
sustained  in  resorting  to  the  most  extraordinary  measures  and 
means  of  preventing  the  lodgment  of  a*siugle  germ  in  the  United 
States. 

That  he  will  receive  the  hearty  support  and  cooperation  of  local 
and  State  sanitary  officers,  if  we  do  have  an  evasion,  goes  with- 
out saying.  Let  him,  then,  leave  nothing  undone  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  such  invasion.  The  sanitary  officers  of  the  great 
metropolis  of  New  York,  as  well  as  our  other  large  cities,  are 
thoroughly  aroused;  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
Conference  of  the  State  Boards  of  Health  is  now  in  session,  the 
sanitary  officials  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  are  -active  and  on 
the  qui  vive,  England  is  in  a  very  flutter  of  earnest  activity,  and 
if  every  one  interested  therein  will  keep  cool,  wide  awake  and  do 
his  whole  duty  the  chances — we  were  going  to  say  are  unques- 
tionable— but  we  will  amend  it  by  saying  that  the  certainty  is  un- 
questionable  that  we  will  not  have  cholera  here  this  year.  Only 
''lettis  not  wait  until  the  horse  is  stolen  before  we  lock  the  staile 
door.^^ 

In  conclusion,  while  expressing  the  opinion  that  we  will  not 
have  cholera  with  us  this  year,  we  are  somewhat  apprehensive 
that  the  germs  of  the  disease  may  hibernate  in  Southern  Europe 
or  elsewhere  during  the  coming  winter,  and  possibly  early  or 
late  during  the  ensuing  year,  our  vigilance  perchance  being  then 
relaxed,  a  limited  outbreak  then  may  disseminate  germs  on  this 
side  the  Atlantic.  We  desire  to  simply  enter  this  note  of  warn- 
ing— ^not  for  to-day,  but  for  the  future. 


The  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  has 
been  making  both  extensive  and  expensive  preparations  for  the 
large  class  now  already  assured  for  the  session  of  1892-1893. 
The  Dental  Department  has  been  moved  to  an  adjacent  building 
on  Broad  Street,  new  rooms  have  been  added  for  microscopical, 
histological,  and  clinical  laboratories,  and  appropriate  and  com- 
modious clinic  rooms.  The  students  of  last  year  will  be  greatly 
surprised  at  the  material  improvements  that  have  been  added  to 
the  college-building,  which,  with  the  material  additions  to  the 
staff  of  instructors  already  alluded  to  in  these. pages,  we  know 
will  be  appreciated. 
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Tri-8tate  Medical  Association. — We  have  received  a  copy 
of  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Tri- 
State  Medical  Society,  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee, 
which  has  just  been  issued  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary.  It 
contains  an  abstract  of  all  the  papers  read  and  of  the  discussion 
thereon.  The  advantage  of  an  abstract  of  this  kind  b  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  read  through  all  the  papers  to  get  the  leading 
ideas  advanced  by  the  various  authors.  Many  of  the  papers 
have  been  published  in  the  journals,  and  reprints  can  be  ob- 
tained of  most  of  them  by  addressing  the  authors.  We  note  also 
the  following  reprints:  "The  Lacerated  Cervix,"  by  W.  G. 
Bogart,  M.D.;  ** Bromide  of  Ethyl  as  an  Anaesthetic,"  by  T.  N. 
Kuykendall,  M.D.;  "Should  Not  Oculists  Be  More  Careful  in 
Prescribing  Colored  Glasses,"  by  W.  L.  Bullard,  M.D.;  and 
"Evolution  from  a  Scientific  Stand-point,"  by  John  F.  Stewart, 
M.D.  The  abstract  will  be  sent  free  by  addressing  Dr.  Frank 
Trester  Smith,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  in  Chattanooga, 
beginning  Tuesday,  October  25. 


The  Doctor  as  a  Debtor. — ^There  is  a  good  deal  said  in 
medical  journals  about  the  doctor's  bills  and  the  hard  time  he 
has  to  collect  them.  It  seems  that  there  are  doctors' who  are 
debtors,  and  who  are  not  very  responsive  to  just  monetary  claims 
upon  them.  We  are  rather  glad  that  the  Cleveland  boy,  as  nar- 
rated below,  got  the  best  of  his  debtor.  The  boy  in  question  had 
as  a  customer  a  certain  South  Side  doctor.  When  the  physician's 
bill  reached  $1  the  boy  presented  it.  It  was  hard  to  collect. 
The  boy  called  several  times,  but  the  doctor  never  had  the  dol- 
lar. The  physician  moved  away,  and  the  lad  lost  sight  of  him 
for  a  time,  but  finally  located  him  on  the  West  Side,  and  re- 
newed his  attacks.  At  last  one  day  he  told  his  mother  he  would 
make  one  more  effort,  and  then  if  that  were  not  successful  he 
would  give  it  up.  Accordingly  he  went  to  the  doctor's  office, 
and  found  the  doctor  out.  But  inside  the  door  hung  the  cus- 
tomary slate.     On  it  the  boy  wrote:    "Call  at Street, 

William  Smith."     The  doctor  called,  and  the  boy  saw  him  com- 
ing the  street.     He  told  his  mother  what  he  had  done,  and  said: 
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'''Now,  I  will  go  and  hide,  and  you  can  show  him  the  bill."  '*I 
will  do  nothing  of  the  kind,  Willie  Smith,"  said  the  lady,  "and 
you  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself."  A  young  lady  visitor  in 
the  family  thought  more  of  the  scheme,  and,  confronting  the 
doctor  at  the  door,  presented  the  bill.  The  professional  man 
said  that  the  joke  was  on  him,  paid  the  dollar,  and  went  away 
laughing. — Medical  Record. 


Death  op  the  Inventor  op  the  Hypodermic  Syringe. — 
The  ordinary  hypodermic  syringe  ir  known  in  France  as  the 
meringue  du  Pravctz,  the  instrument  having  been  invented  by  Dr. 
Pravaz,  of  Lyons.  The  death  of  this  gentleman  is  announced 
in  this  week's  journals.  He  was  the  director  of  an  orthopedic 
establishment  in  the  silk  capital,  and  was  well  known  as  a  fnede- 
^n  orthopedUte. 

If  You  Desire  a  Durable  Battery,  Read  the  Fol- 
lowing Testimonials: 

85  Court  Street,  Springfield,  Mass.,  April  15,  1892. 
Jerome  Kidder  Manufacturing  Co.,  820  Broadway,  N.  Y.: 
Sir: — Please  send  us  your  latest  circular.      *      *    *    I  have 
used  the  battery  I  purchased  of  you  in  my  office  work  20  years. 

E.  M.  Bingham,  M.D. 

Office  of  Dr.  Everett  &  Son,  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Rooms 
7,  9  &  11,  400  E.  Douglas  Ave.,  Wichita,  Kan.,  May  21,  '92. 
Jerome  Kidder  M'p'g  Co.,  820  Broadway,  New  York: 

Gentlemen: —  *  *  Have  used  your  instrument  since  1871, 
and  find  none  to  give  such  perfect  and  constant  results.  Have 
two  helices  now,  one  of  which  is  20  and  the  other  15  years  old, 
and  both  give  perfect  satisfaction. 

Very  respectfully  and  gratefully  your, 

J.  T.  Everett,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Ph.D. 


Elixir  Salicylic  Acid  Comp.  is  an  excellent  preparation, 
<5ompo8ed  as  follows:  Each  tablespoonful  contains  24  grs.  Salicy- 
late Sodium,  so  combined  with  cimicifuga,  potass,  iodide  and 
gelserainum  as  to  avoid  all  unpleasant  results,  such  as  gastric  and 
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intestinal  irritation,  'nausea,  delirium,  restlessness  and  rapid 
breathing  which  so  often  follows  the  administration  of  Salicylic 
Acid. 

The  dose  is  from  a  teaspoopf ul  to  a  tablespoonful,  as  the  case 
may  require.  Prepared  by  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Manufac- 
turing Chemists,  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 


Reply  to  a  Poet. — Life:  Dear  Sir — A  few  weeks  ago  I 
sent  a  poem  addressed  '*To  a  Shepherdess  in  Dresden  China,' ^ 
but  have  heard  nothing  from  it.     Do  you  know  where  it  is? 

Sinoerely  yours,  J.  Milton  Spenceb. 

Answer, — It  is  probably  in  the  Dead  Letter  Office  if  addressed 
to  any  one  in  Dresden,  China.  A  little  study  of  geography  may 
be  of  some  service  in  saving  in  postage. — Life. 


The  American  Association  of  Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists 
will  hold  its  fifth  annual  meeting  at  the  Lindell  Hotel,  St.  Louis^ 
Mo.,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  September  20,  21^ 
and  22,  1892.  The  President,  Dr.  A.  Vander  Veer,  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  wishes  it  understood  that  all  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession  interested  in  the  subjects  discussed,  or  who  are  friends  of 
the  Association,  even  though  not  specially  interested  in  its  branch 
of  work,  are  most  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  several  sessions. 
The  Lindell  Hotel  will  be  the  headquarters  of  the  Association 
during  the  meeting,  and  has  a  convention  hall  which  will  pro- 
vide ample  accommodations  for  its  session. 


Antikamnia. — I  reiterate  my  assertion  made  nearly  a  year 
ago,  and  am  daily  prescribing  Antikamnia  with  happiest  effects. 
In  my  practice  it  accompanies  the  maid  from  her  virgin  couch  to 
her  lying-in  chamber,  assuaging  the  perplexities  of  maidenhood 
and  easing  the  trials  of  maternity  with  most  gratifying  results. 
I  earnestly  hope  that  the  proprietors  of  this  valuable  remedial 
agent  will  keep  it  up  to  its  present  standard  of  purity  and  excel- 
lence.— Caleb  Lyons,  M.D.y  Rossville,  Staten  Island. 
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Catarrhal  Cystitis. — ^I  prescribed  Sanmetto  for  a  patient 
who  had  been  a  great  sufferer  with  catarrhal  cystitis,  and  who- 
had  undergone  for  a  long  time  the  classical  routine  of  treatment^ 
including  frequent  injections  into  the  bladder  of  various  medica- 
ments, but  no  permanent  benefit  was' achieyed  untill  she  began 
the  use  of  Sanmetto,  since  which  time  she  has  steadily  improved,, 
and  now  seems  entirely  w^ll.  i  was  so  forcibly  impressed  with 
its  beneficial  action  in  this  case,  that  I  immediately  ordered  my 
druggist  to  keep  it  in  stock,  and  I  now  prescribe  it  in  a  number 
of  cases  of  prostatorrhosa  and  in  gleet  with  most  gratifying  results.. 
HwTnas  J.  Bowles,  M,D.,  Muiieie,  Ind. 


Bobinson's  Wine  Coca  is  a  nerve  stimulant  and  tonic,  and 
is  peculiarly  valuable  in  all  cases  of  mental  and  physical  ex- 
haustion, nervous  depression,  melancholia,  gastric  depression,, 
slow  convalescence,  etc.  It  has  been  successfully  used  in  th& 
treatment  of  the  opium  habit  and  alcoholism. 


Robinson's  Phosphoric  Elixir  is  a  modified  and  improved 
form  of  chemical  food.  It  is  composed  of  a  solution  of  iron,, 
sodium,  potassium,  and  calcium  phosphates  in  an  excess  of  phos* 
phoric  acid. 

Do  YOU  need  a  battery  or  any  thing  in  the  way  of  electrical 
appliances?  If  so,  send  to  Mcintosh  Battery  and  Optical  Com- 
pany, 141  and  143  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  111.,  for  their 
illustrated  catalogue.  They  send  out  nothing  that  is  not  first- 
class  and  strictly  reliable.     We  know  whereof  we  speak. 


The  Medical  Mirror  for  July  was  a  little  late  in  making  its 
appearance,  reaching  here  August  4.  Yet,  nevertheless,  owing 
to  its  lively,  lovely,  and  larrupping  ''redacteur  en  chef,"  it  was* 
quite  full  of  Medical  News-items. 


Your  attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  date  of  expira- 
tion of  subscription  on  the  mailing  wrapper  of  this  journal.  Also,, 
if  you  find  circular  attached  to  the  inside  of  the  wrapper,  please 
give  it  a  little  attention. 
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A  New  Pronouncing  Dictionaby  of  Medicine.  Being  a  yoluminouB 
and  exhaustive  hand-book  of  Medical  and  Scientific  Terminologj,  with 
Phonetic  Pronunciation ,  Accentuation,  Etymology,  etc.  By  John  M. 
Keating,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  Vice-President  of  the  American  Pediatric  Society,  etc.,  and 
Henby  Hamilton,  Author  of  "A  New  Translation  of  Virgil's  ^neid 
into  English  Rhyme;"  Co-author  of  "Saunders*  Medical  Lexicon," 
etc.  Price,  Cloth  $5.00;  Sheep  $6  net.  W.  B.  Saunders,  Publisher, 
913  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia.     1892. 

This  is  a  most  excellent,  voluminious  and  exhaustive  handbook 
of  medical,  surgical,  and  scientific  terminology,  containing  con- 
cise explanations  of  the  various  terms  used  in  medicine  and  the 
Allied,  sciences,  with  phonetic  pronunciation,  accentuation,  ety- 
mology, etc.  The  work  forms  a  very  handsome  royal  8vo  vol- 
ume, beautifully  printed  from  type  especially  cast  for  the  work, 
on  paper  manufactured  for  this  purpose.  It  will  contain  most 
important  tables  of  bacilli.  Micrococci,  Leucomaines,  Ptomaines, 
etc.,  the  whole  forming  the  most  complete,  reliable,  and  valuable 
dictionary  in  the  market. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  publisher  to  place  in  the  hands  of 
students  and  the  medical  profession  a  work  which  should  contain 
the  names  of  hundreds  of  new  words  now  being  adopted,  and  at 
the  same  time,  by  leaving  out  the  numerous  obsolete  terms  con- 
tained in  most  dictionaries,  keep  the  volume  of  such  size  as  to  be 
most  convenient  for  ready  reference. 

Dr.  Keating  and  his  collaborators,  Heniy,  Hamilton,  J.  C. 
Da  Costa,  and  Fred.  A.  Packard  have  done  their  work  thorough- 
ly and  well;  and  the  practitioner  and  student  of  medicine  will 
here  find  a  most  complete  work  that  will  prove  invaluable. 

In  addition  to  the  complete  and  accepted  pronunciation,  accent- 
uation, and  definition  of  all  the  words  and  terms  used  in  the 
science  and  art  of  medicine  and  surgery,  we  find  tables  of  medi- 
cal abbreviations,  suffixes  and  affixes,  weights  and  measures,  di- 
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ameters  of  the  female  pelvis  and  fcetal  head,  cardiac  murmurs, 
nerve  distribution,  chief  characteristics  of  the  principal  bacteria, 
ptomaines  and  leucomaines,  number  of  drops  in  a  fluid  drachm 
of  different  liquids,  posologj,  incorapatibles,  poisons  and  anti- 
dotes, list  of  newer  drugs,  motor,  points,  synonyms  of  disease, 
symptoms,  signs,  etc.,  designated  by  proper  names,  formulae  of 
solutions  in  common  use,  drugs  and  materials  used  in  antiseptics, 
etc.,  etc.  The  book  is  for  sale  by  all  booksellers,  or  will  be  sent 
by  mail,  post  paid,  or  receipt  on  the  price  by  the  publisher. 

A  Tbeatise  op  Bright' s  Disease  of  the  Kidneys — Its  Pathology, 
Diagnosis  and  Treatment,  with  Chapters  on  the  Anatomy  of  the 
Kidneys y  Albuminuria  and  the  Renal  Secretion.  By  Henry  B.  Mil- 
lard, A.M.,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  New  York, 
Foreigfn  Corresponding  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris, 
of  the  Royal  Academy  Medicine  of  Rome,  etc.,  etc.  Svo,  cloth,  pp. 
322,  with  numerous  original  illustrations.  Third  Edition,  Revised  and 
Enlarged.    Wm.  Wood  A  Co.,  publishers.  New  York.     1892. 

This  is  a  most  excellent  and  useful  handbook  and  compendium 
of  Bright's  Disease,  and  will  prove  of  practical  value  to  the  phy- 
sician in  aiding  him  to  comprehend  and  manage  from  the  founda- 
tion, the  pathology  and  treatment  of  this  very  common^ affection. 
It  will  not  only  aid  in  the  treatment  of  the  curable  cases,  but 
will  prove  of  benefit  in  l^hose  especially  which  seem  to  be  but  lit- 
tle if  at  all  hopeful.  With  an  extensive  experience  in  both  hos- 
pital and  private  practice,  years  of  study  in  the  laboratory,  and 
the  examination  of  many  pathological  and  healthy  kidneys  of 
both  men  and  animals,  the  author  is  eminently  qualified  to  give 
important  instruction  in  a  very  frequent  and  serious  disease  of 
civilized  life. 

The  second  edition  of  Dr.  Millard's  work  has  been  exhausted 
for  more  than  two  years  past,  showing  the  hold  it  had  already 
taken  upon  the  profession.  In  this,  the  third  edition,  much  of 
the  matter  has  been  entirely  rewritten,  many  material  additions 
made,  and  much  that  has  been  demonstrated  as  unworthy  of  per- 
petuation has  been  left  out.  Notably  is  this  so  in  regard  to 
treatment.  Certain  remedies  given  in  previous  editions  have 
been  omitted,  their  value  not  having  been  shown  by  more  ex- 
tended experience  with  them. 
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Diseases  of  the  Urinary  Apparatus — Phlegmasic  Affections.  By 
John  W.  S.  Gouley,  M.D.  ,  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hospital.  8vo,  cloth, 
pp.342;  price,  $1.50.    New  York:   D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  Publishers. 

1892. 

The  twelve  lectures  contained  in  this  book,  principally  on 
phlegmasic  affections  of  the  urinary  organs,  are  the  first  part  of 
a  series,  delivered  in  the  fall  of  1891,  and  published  in  the  New 
York  Medical  Journal.  Having  been  thoroughly  revised,  they 
are  brought  out  in  the  handsome  book-form  they  deserve,  and 
form  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  pathology  and  treatment  of 
that  class  of  diseases  of  considerable  importance. 

The  author's  extended  experience  in  this  line,  his  careful  and 
close  observation  make  it  of  especial  value. 

An  addendum  of  over  twenty  pages  is  added  on  "Retention  of 
Urine  from  Prostatic  Obstruction  in  Elderly  Men;  its  Nature, 
Diagnosis,  and  Management,"  and  is  well  worth  the  price  of 
the  entire  volume. 

The  International  Medical  Annual  and  Practitioners'  Index 
FOR  1892.  Edited  by  P.  W.  Williams,  M.D.,  Secretary  of  Staff,  as- 
sisted by  a  corps  of  thirty-two  collaborators  (European  and  American), 
specialists  in  their  several  departments.  Illustrated.  8vo,  pp.  644. 
Price,  12.75.    New  York :  E.  B.  Treat,  Publisher,  6  Cooper  Union. 

The  tenth  yearly  issue  of  this  valuable  one-volume  reference 
work  is  to  hand,  and  it  richly  deserves  and  perpetuates  the  en- 
viable reputation  which  its  predecessors  have  made  for  selection 
of  material,  accuracy  of  statement,  and  great  usefulness.  The 
corps  of  department  editors  is  representative  in  every  respect. 
Numerous  illustrations,  many  of  which  are  in  colors,  make  the 
''Annual"  more  than  ever  welcome  to  the  profession  as  provid- 
ing, at  a  reasonable  outlay,  the  handiest  and  best  r^um^  of  med- 
ical progress  yet  offered. 

Part  I.  comprises  the  new  remedies,  together  with  an  extended 
review  of  the  therapeutic  progress  of  the  year. 

Part  II.,  comprising  the  major  portion  of  the  book,  is  given 
to  the  consideration  of  new  treatment,  and  is  a  retrospect  of  the 
year's  work,  with  numerous  original  articles  by  eminent  medical 
authorities. 

Part  III.  is  made  up  of  miscellaneous  articles,  such  as  Recent 
Advances  in  Bacteriology;  Medical  Photography;  Sanitary  Set- 
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ence;  Use  of  Suppositories  in  the  Treatment  of  Disease;  Im- 
provements in  Pharmacy;  New  Inventions  in  Instruments  and 
Appliances;  Books  of  the  Year,  etc. 

The  arrangement  of  the  work  is  alphabetical,  and,  with  its- 
complete  index,  makes  it  a  reference  book  of  rare  worth. 

In  short,  the  * 'Annual"  is  what  it  claims  to  be — a  recapitula- 
tion of  the  year's  progress  in  medicine,  serving  to  keep  the  prac- 
titioner  abreast  of  the  times  with  reference  to  the'medical  litera- 
ture of  the  world. 

Therapeutic  Handy  Beferbnce  Book  fob  Physicians.  12mo,  flexi- 
ble leather,  pp.  120.  Philadelphia :  Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co.,  Publishers,. 
1892. 

This  little  brochure  contains  a  complete  posological  table,  to- 
gether with  instructions  in  prescription  writing,  abbreviations, 
weights  and  measures,  a  large  number  of  valuable  formulae,  and 
much  other  valuable  information  that  will  be  of  use  to  the  prac» 
ticing  physician. 

LscTUBEs  ON  Tumors  fbom  a  Clinical  Stand-point.  By  John  B*^ 
Hamilton,  M.D.  ,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clin- 
ical Surgery,  Bush  Medical  College;  formerly  Supervising  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  United  States  Marine- Hospital  Service,  etc.  12mo, 
pp.  150;  paper,  25  cents.  Second  edition.  (Physicians' Leisure  Library 
Series)    Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.    1892. 

That  a  second  edition  has  been  called  for  in  so  short  a  time  is- 
ample  evidence  that  we  were  correct  in  our  commendatory  sug- 
gestions of  this  excellent  little  work.  While  not  an  exhaustive- 
treatise,  it  contains  much  important  information,  especiall}'  in 
dealing  with  the  elementary  principles  of  the  subject. 

A  Manual  of  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.  By  W.  B.  Gowebs,. 
M.D.,  F.B.C.P.,  F.B.S.,  Consulting  Physician  to  University  College 
Hospital ;  Physician  to  the  National  Hospital  for  the  Paralyzed  and 
Epileptic,  London.  Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged.  Vol.  I. — 
Diseases  of  the  Nerves  and  Spinal  Cord.  With  180  illustrations.  Phila- 
delphia  :  P.  Blakiston.  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers.    Price,  |3.50. 

We  are  gratified  indeed  that  the  first  volume  of  the  revised 
and  enlarged  edition  of  this  excellent  and  standard  work  has* 
been  published,  and  that  the  second  volume  will  make  its  ap- 
pearance at  an  early  date.    It  has  also  been  published  by  Cohen,. 
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of  Bonn,  and  an  Italian  translation  is  now  nearly  ready  for  pub- 
lication— a  marked  evidence  of  the  high  appreciation  which  it 
has  already  attained. 

The  volume  before  us  has  been  generally  revised  and  brought 
up  to  date.  New  and  amplified  articles  on  multiple  neuritis, 
beri-beri,  brachial  neuritis,  senile  paraplegia,  Morvan's  disease, 
and  the  peroneal  type  of  muscular  atrophy  are  among  the  recent 
additions  to  this  work,  making  at  least  fifty  pages  of  entirely 
new  additional  matter  in  excess  of  the  original  edition. 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  are  accepted,  unquestionably, 
as  the  most  difficult  of  all  branches  of  medical  study,  and  among 
the  practical  branches  it  is  one  of  which  the  average  physician  is 
lamentably  ignorant,  or  has  acquired  but  a  meagre  smattering  of 
<;orrect  knowledge  together  with  a  few  correct  ideas  of  leading 
generalities.  Dr.  Gowers  has  given  us  a  most  excellent  work, 
not  only  for  thorough  and  careful  study,  but  one  that  will  prove 
most  valuable  as  a  reference  in  any  physician's  library. 

It  fully  covers  the  ground  occupied,  is  clearly  written,  well 
illustrated,  and  will  be  a  most  excellent  ^uide  to  the  proper  un- 
derstanding and  management  of  many  obscure  cases  that  are 
now,  and  in  the  past  have  been,  neglected  or  improperly  treated. 

Cancer,  and  rrs  Treatment.    By  Daniel  Lewis,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Ph.D., 
Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Skin  and  Cancer  Hospital ;  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery (Cancerous  Diseases)  in  the   New  York  Post-Graduate  Medical 
School,  etc.    12nio,  paper,  p.  127 ;  price,  25  cents.     (Physicians'  Leisure  ' 
Library  Series.)    Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.     1892. 

This  number  of  Davis'  excellent  publication  contains  the  es- 
sential features  of  the  course  of  clinical  lectures  delivered  by  the 
author  at  the  New  York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School.  The 
directions  are  based  upon  a  study  of  534  cases  occurring  in  his 
service  at  the  New  York  Skin  and  Cancer  Hospital  and  in  his 
private  practice.  Some  new  modes  of  treatment  are  described, 
as  well  as  modifications  of  usual  methods  which  have  been  proven 
to  be  of  value. 
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TYPHO-MALARIAL  FEVER,  SO  CALLED.^ 


BY   W.    B.    YOUNCJ,    M.D.,    OF    BON    AIR,    TENH. 


In  presenting  this  paper,  I  shall  claim  no  originality,  nor  at- 
tempt to  produce  any  thing  new. 

The  nomenclature  of  this  disease  is  quite  varied.  Wood  calls 
it  '^entero-miasmatic;"  Drake  gives  it  the  name  of  ''remitto- 
typhus;'*  Loomis  calls  it  ** continued  malarial  fever;"  and 
Woodward  gave  it  the  name  **typho-malarial,"  by  which  it  is 
best  known  throughout  the  Southern  States.  We  believe  that  all 
of  the  above  appellations  are  erroneous  and  misleading. 

During  the  four  years  of  my  professional  life  it  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  meet  with  and  treat  at  least  ninety  cases  of  this 
fever  that  could  be  easily  excluded  from  all  other  well-recognized 
diseases. 

All  of  these  cases  were  well  developed,  presenting  well-marked 

*Vide  editorial  note  on  Typbo-Malarial  Fever. 
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symptoms  characteristic  of  this  so-called  ^'typho-malarial  fever." 
Doubtful  cases  were  omitted. 

I  shall  give  only  the  leading  symptoms  of  this  disease  as  I 
observed  them,  for  I  hope  not  to  bore  you  by  presenting  facts 
with  which  the  greater  majority  of  this  Association  are  already 
so  well  acquainted. 

My  experience  with  this  disease  leads  me  to  believe: 

1.  That  this  fever  occurs  most  frequently  in  the  last  month  of 
summer  and  in  the  three  fall  mouths. 

?.  It  occurs  usually  in  the  young  and  middle-aged,  very  rare- 
ly in  the  aged. 

3.  The  disease  is  very  rarely  found  among  the  African  race. 

Symptoms, — The  patient  usually  complains  for  a  few  days  of 
being  weak  and  of  his  head  or  back  aching.  Then,  perhaps,  he 
will  have  a  chilly  sensation,  with  high  fever  following.  The 
temperature  course  reaches  i^s  maximum,  most  usually,  the  first 
or  second  day;  then  it  will  drop,  perhaps,  a  degree  or  two,  and 
continue  at  this  stage  for  from  two  to  five  weeks.  I  have  had  a 
few  cases  that  had  fever  six  weeks.  The  pulse  and  temperature 
usually  preserve  a  normal  ratio.  Sometimes  we  have  diarrhoea, 
but  most  generally  constipation.  When  diarrhoea  occurs  it  is 
easily  controlled  by  judicious  treatment.  There  is  nothing  espe- 
cially characteristic  about  the  stools  as  observed  without  the 
microscope.  Occasionally  we  have  a  case  with  a  little  tympan- 
ites. No  tenderness  nor  the  characteristic  gurgling  of  typhoid 
in  the  right  iliac  region.  No  rose-colored  spots.  The  urine  is 
always  scant  and  usually  high  colored,  but  not  turbid.*  It  was 
not  tested  by  the  microscope.  The  middle  and  back  part  of  the 
tongue  is  usually  coated  by  a  light  fur;  sometimes  there  is  a 
yellowish  white  coating. 

The  papillae  of  tongue  are  always  very  prominent,  its  tip  red 
and  strawberry-like;  sometimes  its  edges  are  red.  Often  it  is 
considerably  pointed,  at  others  quite  flat  and  flabby.  No  sordes 
on  teeth.  Gastric  disturbances  usually  occurred  in  children, 
not  so  frequent  in  adults.  When  delirium  occurs,  it  is  most 
usually  during  the  first  few  days  when  the  fever  is  highest.  Oc- 
casionally we  have  hepatic  tenderness  and  vomiting  of  bile.  No 
subsultus  tend i num. 

The  only  special  symptoms  after  the  first  two  or  three  days  of 


•i 


ORIGINAL   COMMUNICATIONS — YOUNG.  419 

which  the  patient  complains  is  that  of  a  general  feeling  of  ex- 
haustion, as  if  they  were  **  completely  worked  down."  It  is 
not  often  that  they  complained  of  inability  to  sleep  and  lest  at 
night.  This  is  very  striking  in  the  great  majority  of  cases; 
sometimes  it  is  the  reverse. 

Out  of  ninet}'  cases  I  lost  two;  one  dying  from  hemorrhage  of 
the  bowels,  the  other  from  heart  failure. 

My  treatment  is  generally  expectant.  I  know  of  no  specific 
or  any  regular  course  of  treatment,  like  we  have  in  malaria  and 
typhoid. 

I  usually  open  the  bowels  with  a  small  dose  of  calomel,  fol- 
lowed by  a  gentle  laxative.  In  my  first  experience  with  this 
fever  I  ** pushed  quinine,"  thinking  that  it  was  of  malarial  ori- 
gin, but  without  effect.  I  have  never  been  able  to  attribute  any 
good  results  to  this  drug  in  treating  this  disease.  Nitro-muriatic 
acid  is  a  great  favorite  with  me  in  treating  such  cases;  it  aids 
digestion  and  assimilation.  Sometimes,  if  a  dry  tongue  and 
tympany  develop,  I  give  turpentine  emulsion. 

My  experience  with  this  disease  is  that  we  must  guard  against 
heart  failure.  There  is  almost  always  a  great  ^'prostration  of 
muscular  strength."  Even  in  the  mildest  cases  it  is  some  weeks 
before  the  patient  regains  his  former  strength  and  power.  The 
muscles  of  the  lower  extremities  seem  to  be  especially  affected 
in  this  fever.  To  see  a  patient,  when  recovering,  attempting  to 
walk  reminds  one  of  that  muscular  prostration  following  diph- 
theria. 

For  the  cardiac  weakness,  I  sometimes  use  digitalis;  oftener 
in  my  former  experience  than  during  the  last  year.  As  Dr.  H. 
C.  Wood  states,  so  I  believe,  that,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases, 
it  '' impairs  the  irritability  of  the  sensory  and  motor  nerves  and 
muscular  fiber,  and  interferes  with  reflex  action,  effects  that 
cannot  fail  to  retard  nutrition." 

When  I  find  the  capillary  circulation  slow,  the  pulse  very  fast 
and  weak,  and  other  symptoms  <' evincing  depressi(yn  of  the 
excito-motory  nervous  centers,"  I  generally  give  strychnia. 
Alcoholic  stimulants  are  also  used  with  splendid  effect  in  such 
cases. 

I  have  now  given  the  most  prominent  principles  and  my  gen- 
eral course  of  treatment  in  this  so-called  typho-malarial  fever. 
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The  symptoms  of  this  fever,  as  I  observed  them,  clearly  simu- 
late the  description  of  the  so-called  mountain  fever  of  Colorado 
given  by  L.  Huber,  M.D.,  of  Rockford,  Col.,  in  the  Medical 
NewSj  September  20,  1890.  I  believe  the  two  fevers  are  pro- 
duced from  the  same  poison,  the  apparent  difference  being  due 
to  climate,  altitude,  etc.  In  speaking  of  this  fever,  he  says:  "I 
am  quite  certain  that  I  first  observed  cases  of  the  so-called 
mountain  fever  in  the  Arkansas  River  valley  in  Western  Kansas. 
There  it  was  not  known  by  the  above  appellation;  nevertheless, 
several  years'  experience  with  the  disease  convinces  me  of  its 
identity  with  'mountain  fever.'  " 

Dr.  Huber  does  not  tell  us  what  this  fever  was  called  in  West- 
ern Kansas,  but  from  his  description  I  understand  that  it  was 
the  so-called  typho-malarial  fever. 

My  principal  object,  as  stated  above,  in  preparing  this  paper 
is  that  I  desire  to  state  my  lack  of  faith  in  all  former  theories  of 
this  disease,  with  one  exception.  The  theories  as  presented  to 
the  profession  heretofore  are  about  as  follows: 

1.  That  it  is  a  hybrid  disease. 

2.  That  this  so-called  typho-malarial  is  a  mild  manifestation 
of  typhoid. 

3.  That  it  is  a  combination  of  both  the  typhoid  and  malarial 
poisons. 

4.  That  it  is  **a  distinct  type  of  specific  fever." 

In  answering  the  first  theory,  it  hardly  becomes  necessary  to 
state  that  we  have  no  such  thing  as  a  hybrid  disease.  No  really 
scientific  investigator  has  ever  come  to  such  an  irrational  con- 
clusion. All  standard  authorities  assume  that  it  is  no  hybrid. 
Neither  do  I  believe  this  to  be  a  mild  type  of  typhoid.  All 
who  take  this  view  have  so  far  furnished  us  with  but  little  proof 
to  substantiate  their  position;  their  arguments  are  by  no  means 
complete  or  convincing.  It  has  been  more  of  the  nature  of  as- 
sumption than  proof.  They  have  not  attempted  to  prove  their 
affirmation  by  bacteriological  investigations  nor  from  the  patho- 
logical anatomy  in  such  cases.  Even  the  eminent  Loomis  (Prac, 
Med,)y  in  his  concluding  remarks  on  the  morbid  anatomy  of  this 
disease,  says:  •*  While,  therefore,  no  pathological  lesions  which 
can  be  regarded  as  characteristic  of  thiB  type  of  fever  are  found, 
and  while  the  lesions  very  closely  resemble  those  of  typhoid  fever 
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on  the  one  hand  and  remittent  fever  on  the  other,  still  there  are 
differences  which  are  sufficient  to  distinguish  it  from  both  and  to 
stamp  it  as  a  distinct  type  of  fever." 

By  far  the  ablest  plea  for  its  being  a  mild  type  of  typhoid  was 
presented  in  the  Medical  News  of  June  14,  1890,  by  Dr.  W.  W. 
Johnson,  of  Washington  City.  He  seems  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  it  is  the  result  of  the  typhoid  poison,  and  fights  for  his  the- 
ory on  the  defensive  order  in  endeavoring  to  exclude  the  malarial 
poison.  He  says  in  his  argument  for  the  exclusion  of  the  latter 
poison:  **The  strongest  arguments  for  the  theory  of  the  two  dis- 
eases in  one  individual  are  the  presence  of  supposed  well-defined 
malarial  symptoms  in  typical  enteric  fevers,  and  the  beneficent 
effects  of  quinine  in  such  cases.  To  the  first  of  these  arguments 
it  may  be  answered  that  the  occurrence  of  chills  in  the  onset  or 
during  the  course  of  enteric  fever,  marked  remissions  in  the  fever 
curve,  gastric  irritability,  the  vomiting  of  bile,  icterus,  and  he- 
patic tenderness  are  not  necessarily  due  to  malarial  infection,  and 
may  and  do  occur  in  the  course  of  the  enteric  fever  of  localities 
where  malaria  is  unknown." 

To  the  second  argument,  I  will  state,  in  my  experience,  quinine 
has  had  no  control  over  this  disease  whatever.  It  has  not  in- 
fluenced the  course  or  duration  of  a  single  case,  to  my  knowledge. 

Dr.  Johnson  says  that  the  symptoms  so  closely  simulating 
those  produced  by  the  malarial  virus  are  not  necessarily  due  to 
this  poison,  for  the  reason  that  such  conditions  are  present  in 
diseases  where  we  know  there  is  no  malaria  present.  Why  not 
put  the  typhoid  virus  to  the  same  test  for  exclusion  in  this  dis- 
ease? Do  we  not  often  find  in  many  other  diseases  symptoms 
simulating  those  of  typhoid  fever  where  we  have  every  reason  to 
know  that  the  specific  virus  is  absent? 

There  is  rarely  the  distinct  pathological  lesion  of  typhoid, 
neither  is  there  any  thing  characteristic  about  the  stools  from  a 
bacteriological  or  pathological  investigation.  Then  why  do  so 
many  of  the  profession  continue  to  call  this  modified  typhoid, 
when  they  have  so  little  grounds  for  so  doing? 

The  third  position  I  believe  to  be  as  fallacious  as  the  other 
two.  It  is  hardly  reasonable  to  suppose  that  we  have  a  mild 
form  of  fever  produced  by  the  preying  upou  the  system  of  two 
distinct  poisons.     At  the  same  time  I  think  that  we  have  clearly 


422  ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS — YOUNG. 

proven  that  there  is  at  least  room  for  skepticism  in  regard  to  the 
presence  of  the  typhoid  virus  in  this  disease,  even  from  the  con- 
fession of  those  who  believe  it  to  exist,  and  we  think  it  just  as 
unreasonable  to  claim  the  presence  of  the  malarial  germ  as  that 
of  the  typhoid  poison.  However,  I  believe  the  larger  majority 
of  text-books  take  the  position  that  in  this  fever  we  have  the 
malarial  agency,  and  that  it  is  really  "modified  malarial  fever" 
instead  of  "modified  typhoid  fever." 

Dr.  Bartholow  does  not  think  this  a  distinct  type  of  fever, 
but  simply  typhoid  complicated  by  malarial  poison.  Dr.  Sam. 
M.  Bemiss,  of  New  Orleans,  in  "Pepper's  System  of  Medicine," 
Vol.  I.^  p.  614,  in  speaking  of  this  fever,  says:  "The  prefix 
typho  is  properly  applicable  to  a  class  of  malarial  fevers  which 
are  complicated  by  the  specific  poison  which  produces  typhoid 
fever;  and  that  the  term  typho-malaria  should  be  so  restricted 
as  to  define  a  disease  compounded  of  the  two  pathological  factors, 
which,  when  acting  separately,  produce  either  typhoid  or  mala- 
rial fever." 

We  think  this  is  a  definition  calculated  to  mislead.  Dr.  Be- 
miss does  not  bring  forth  any  very  convincing  proof  to  show 
either  the  presence  of  malaria  or  typhoid.  He  seems  to  take  it 
for  granted  that  "these  things  are  so." 

The  presence  of  malaria  is  not  evinced  from  the  pathology  of 
the  disease,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  effects 
of  the  anti-malarial  treatment  as  advised  by  most  authors  do 
not  go  to  prove  that  the  malarial  virus  is  present. 

We  believe  that  our  authors  of  the  present  day  too  often  re- 
ceive the  traditions  of  our  fathers,  and  jump  at  conclusions  in 
regard  to  the  etiology  of  this  disease.  They  take  too  much  for 
granted,  and  are  too  easily  convinced  of  the  presence  of  certain 
•  poisons  merely  from  physical  signs.  To  show  you  the  truth  of 
the  above  assertion,  I  wish  to  make  a  quotation  from  the  "clin- 
ical lectures"  of  Dr.  Nathan  S.  Davis  in  his  lecture  on  "Con- 
tinued Fever."  In  presenting  to  his  class  a  certain  case  of 
fever,  he  states:  "The  early  history  of  the  case  (a  chill  followed 
by  a  paroxysm  of  fever),  together  with  the  existing  paleness  of 
skin  and  exacerbating  character  of  the  febrile  phenomena,  show 
the  existence  of  a  malarial  influence." 

Is  this  proof  sufficient  to  convince  a  thinking  mind  that  the 
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malarial  parasite  was  in  the  blood  of  this  patient  beyond  any 
question  ?  Might  not  some  septic  poison  produce  the  same  symp- 
toms? 

In  diagnosing  for  a  tuberculosis  are  we  content  with  simply 
the  physical  signs?  Do  we  QOt  search  for  the  tubercle  bacilli, 
the  morbid  anatomy,  and  other  corroborating  conditions  ? 

In  answer  to  a  query  in  regard  to  "typho-malaria,"  Dr.  H. 
Tolmau,  of  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  says  in  regard  to  the 
two  diseases  being  blended  together  'Hhat  malarial  fever  and 
typhoid  fever  are  entirely  and  perfectly  distinct,  and  are  never 
found  in  combination.  .  .  .  We  always  examine  the  blood 
for  Laveran's  organisms  and  test  the  urine  for  'Erlich's  typhoid 
reaction,'  which  we  consider  of  much  value." 

We  might  add  that  this  is  the  verdict  of  the  best  authors  from 
their  most  recent  investigation. 

If  it  be  true  that  we  have  a  modiGed  form  of  either  malaria 
or  typhoid,  the  one  by  the  other,  I  would  like  to  ask  a  few 
questions,  under  the  light  of  Laveran's  discovery,  pointing  to 
the  possibilities  of  a  wonderful  revolution  in  the  treatment  of 
malaria  and  typhoid. 

1 .  If  both  the  malarial  parasite  and  the  typhoid  virus  exist  in 
these  cases,  why  haven't  they  been  found  in  the  blood  of  those 
persons  thus  affected?  Laveran  claims  that  ''malarial  parasite 
has  never  been  found  in  the  blood  of  those  not  affected  with 
malarial  poison."  Again,  the  same  investigator  says:  ''The 
salts  of  quinine  cause  the  parasite  to  disappear  from  the  blood, 
and  this  takes  place  synchronously  with  the  cessation  of  the 
fever." 

We  found  that  in  the  above  ninety  enumerated  cases  the  salts 
of  quinine  did  not  have  this  effect  in  a  single  case;  therefore, 
we  are  forced  to  conclude  that  the  malarial  parasite  was  absent. 

Dr.  Osier  states  that  "the  cliaracteristic  chanices  in  malaria 
are  as  distinctly  determined  in  the  blood  as  are  those  of  tubercu- 
losis of  the  lung  in  the  sputa." 

Dr.  George  Dock,  of  Galveston,  Texas,  has  made  some  very 
interesting  investigations  along  this  line  corroborative  of  Osier's 
statement. 

2.  If  the  malarial  parasite  modifies  the  action  of  the  typhoid 
poison,  why  not  convert  a  specific  ty)>hoid  into  a  so-called  typho- 
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malaria  by  iujectiDg  ioto  the  blood  of  the  typhoid  patient  the 
malarial  parasite.  By  this  means  we  would  lessen  the  mortality. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  would  be  easily  accomplished  it  the 
theory  be  true;  for  the  great  Laveran  again  asserts  that  "mala- 
rial disease  has  been  transmitted  from  one  person  to  another  by 
injecting  into  the  veins  of  a  non-malarial  individual  a  small  quan- 
tity of  blood  containing  the  parasite." 

In  regard  to  the  fourth  theory,  that  it  is  a  distinct  type  of 
specific  fever,  I  am  well  convinced  that  this  will  be  the  final 
conclusion  of  all  true  pathologists  and  bacteriologists. 

Dr.  J.  8.  Cain,  of  NashviHe,  Tenn.,  in  the  last  December 
number  of  the  Southern  Practitioner,  was  the  first  to  boldly 
advocate  the  specific  nature  of  this  disease.  He  says  "  that  it  is 
a  distinct  type  of  specific  fever,  bearing  no  relationship  to  typhoid 
and  no  similarity  further  than  its  continuousness,  and  none  what- 
ever to  malarial  fever."  He  believes  that  it  is  produced  by  a 
septic  agency. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  for  a  fiual  solution  of  this  question  we  await 
the  future  developments  of  the  microscopist. 


PRA-CTICAL    RESULTS   OF    BACTERIOLOGICAL    RE- 
SEARCHES.* 

BY   QEORQE    H.    STERNBERQ,  U.D., 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Surgeon,  Uuited  States  Army. 

Another  disease  in  which  extremely  promising  experimental 
results  have  been  obtained  is  croupous  pneumonia.  The  experi- 
ments of  Gr.  and  F.  Klemperer  {Berlin  klin.  Woclienschr.,  1892, 
Nos.  34  and  35)  show  that  the  blood  serum  of  animals  which 
have  an  artificial  immunity  agaiust  cultures  of  micrococcus  pneu- 
monia crouposffi — so-called  "diplococcuapneiimoniie" — nbeu  in- 
jected into  other  susceptible  auirnnlB  renders  them  immune;  and, 
also,  when  injected  into  the  circulat'on  of  animals  int>culated  with 
a  viruleut  culture  of  this  micrococcus  it  has  a  curative  action, 

'Read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Aasocintion  of  American  Phyaicians,  Waah- 
ingtoD,  D.  C,  May  24,  1892. 
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apparently  depending  upon  its  power  to  neutralize  the  toxic  pro- 
ducts to  which  the  pathogenic  effect  of  these  cultures  is  due,  as  in  the 
cases  heretofore  mentioned.  The  authors  named  found  no  dif- 
ficulty in  establishing  immunity  in  rabbits  by  injecting  filtered 
cultures  into  their  tissues ;  but  they  found  that  this  immunity 
was  only  established  after  an  interval  of  several  days,  indicating 
that  a  certain  time  is  required  for  the  reaction  on  the  part  of  the 
tissues  which  result  in  the  formation  of  an  antitoxine.  But  the 
blood  of  an  immune  animal,  Containing  this  antitoxine,  when  in- 
jected into  the  circulation  of  a  susceptible  animal,  confers  im- 
munity upon  it  at  once. 

Similar  results  have  been  obtained  by  Emmerich  and  Fawitz- 
ky  (Centralhl.  /.  BaeterioL,  1891,  p.  714),  whose  researches  re- 
late both  to  pneumonia  and  to  the  disease  of  swine  known  in  Ger- 
many as  rothlauf  (hog-erysipelas).  They  report  their  success  in 
arresting  the  fatal  malady  resulting  from  the  injection  into  rab- 
bits of  cultures  of  micrococcus  of  pneumonia  or  the  bacillus  of 
rothlauf,  by  injecting  into  these  animals,  after  infection,  the 
blood  or  tissue  juices  of  immune  animals.  When  the  injection 
is  made  shortly  before  inoculation  with  a  virulent  culture,  infec- 
tion does  not  occur.  As  a  result  of  investigations  the  authors 
referred  to  express  the  hope  that  croupous  pneumonia  in  man 
may  be  arrested  by  a  similar  mode  of  treatment. 

From  analogy,  based  upon  the  experimental  evidence  hereto- 
fore referred  to,  the  successful  treatment  of  tuberculosis  would 
appear  to  call  for  the  administration  of  an  antituberculin  rather 
than  upon  that  of  the  active  toxic  principle  elaborated  by  the 
tubercle  bacillus;  and  already  we  have  experimental  evidence  in- 
dicating that  this  is  the  case. 

The  Italian  investigators,  Tizzoni  and  Gentanni  {Centralhl.  f, 
BakterioL,  189,  p.  82),  have  recently  published  a  preliminary 
communication  in  which  they  give  the  results  of  experiments 
which  appear  to  show  that  in  guinea-pigs  treated  with  with  tuber- 
culin, by  Koch's  method,  a  substance  is  developed  which  neu- 
tralizes the  tubercle  virus  either  wi  vitro  or  in  the  body  of  the 
animal  inoculated  with  a  pure  culture  of  the  bacillus. 

The  facts  already  stated  would  lead  to  the  inference  that  ani- 
mals which  have  an  artificial  itnm unity  against  rabies,  as  a  result 
of  ino(;ulation  with  an  attenuated  virus,  owe  this  immunity  to 
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the  presence  of  an  antitoxine  in  their  blood  or  tissue  juices.  This 
inference  is  supported  by  recent  experimental  evidence.  Prof. 
Tizzoni  and  his  associate,  Dr.  Schwarz,  have  published  an  im* 
portant  paper  in  the  Annates  de  Micrographie,  January,  1892,  in 
which  the  following  results  are  reported: 

Blood  serum  taken  from  a  rabbit  which  has  an  artificial  immu- 
nity against  rabies  has  the  power  of  neutralizing,  in  vitro,  the 
virulence  of  the  spinal  marrow  of  a  rabid  animal  after  a  contact 
of  five  hours.  The  blood  serum  of  dogs  which  have  an  acquired 
immunity  against  the  virus  of  rabies  has  a  similar  action,  but  in 
a  much  slighter  degree. 

The  substance  present  in  the  blood  serum  of  an  immune  rabbit, 
to  which  its  antitoxic  action  is  due,  does  not  dialyse.  It  is  pre- 
cipitated by  alcohol,  and  preserves  its  activity,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  after  beiug  precipitated.  It  has  the  characters  of  a  globu- 
lin.    It  is  soluble  in  glycerin. 

Blood  serum  from  an  immune  rabbit  has  the  power  of  neutral- 
izing the  virus  of  rabies,  not  only  in  vitro,  but  also  in  the  body 
of  an  inoculated  animal;  and  the  experimenters  named  succeeded, 
as  a  rule,  in  conferring  immunity  upon  susceptible  animals  by 
inoculating  them  with  blood  serum  containing  this  antitoxine. 
They  also  obtained  evidence  of  its  curative  power  when  injected 
into  inoculated  animals  some  time  after  the  inoculation.  The 
antitoxine  of  rabies,  as  also  that  of  tetanus,  is  found  only  in  the 
serum  of  the  blood,  and  not  in  the  tissues  (nervous  or  muscular) 
or  in  the  parenchyma  of  the  various  organs  (liver,  spleen 
kidneys). 

Finally,  our  authors  state  their  belief  that  the  use  of  this  anti 
toxine  may  probably  be  substituted   for  Pasteur's   inoculations 
with  an  attenuated  virus,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  develop 
ment  of  rabies  in  man  after  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal;  and,  also 
that  it  may  prove  to  be  curative  after  the  symptoms  of  rabies  are 
developed. 

I  have  now  to  refer  to  other  investigations  of  great  importance 
in  their  bearing  upon  the  subject  under  consideration.  Prof. 
Ehrlich  {Deutseh,  med.  Woehenschr,,  1891,  No.  44),  of  Berlin, 
has  recently  published  his  researches  with  reference  to  the  path- 
ogenic action  of  certain  toxalbumins  not  produced  by  bacteria, 
but  which  are  similar  in  composition  and  toxic  action  to  some  of 
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those  extracted  from  cultures  of  pathogenic  bacteria.  He  has 
shown  that  susceptible  animals  may  be  made  immune  against  the 
toxic  action  of  those  proteids,  and  that  the  blood  and  tissue  juices 
of  the  immune  animal  contain  an  antitoxine  to  which  this  immu- 
nitj  is  due. 

Dr.  Sewall  showed  (Journal  of  P/iyslology,  1887,  p.  203)  sev- 
eral years  ago  that  immunity  from  the  toxic  action  of  rattle  snake 
venom  may  be  produced  by  the  previous  injection  of  small  doses 
of  the  **hemialbumose,**  to  which  it  owes  its  potency. 

In  this  connection  we  may  remark  that  there  is  some  evidence 
to  show  that  persons  who  are  repeatedly  stung  by  certain  poison- 
ous insects — mosquitoes,  bees — acquire  a  greater  or  less  degree 
of  immunity  from  the  distressing  local  effects  of  their  stings. 

The  experiments  of  Ehrlich  were  made  with  toxalbumins  of 
vegetable  origin,  one — ricin — from  the  castor  oil  bean  the  other — 
ahrin — from  the  jequirity  bean.  The  toxic  potency  of  ricin  is 
somewhat  greater  than  that  of  abrin,  and  it  is  estimated  by  Ehr- 
lich that  one  gramme  of  this  si^bstance  would  suffice  to  kill  one 
and  a  half  millions  of  guinea-pigs.  When  injected  beneath  the  ■ 
skin  in  dilute  solution  it  produces  intense  local  inflammation,  re- 
sulting in  necrosis.  Mice  are  less  susceptible  than  guinea-pigs, 
and  are  more  easily  made  immune.  This  is  most  readily  effected 
by  giving  them  small  and  gradually  increasing  doses  with  their 
food.  As  a  result  of  this  treatment  the  animal  resists  subcutane- 
ous injections  of  200  to  400  times  tlie  fatal  dose  for  animals  not 
having  this  artificial  immunity.  The  fatal  dose  of  abrin  is  about 
double  that  of  ricin.  When  injected  into  mice  in  the  proportion 
of  1  c.c.  to  20  grammes  of  body  weight,  a  solution  of  1  part  in 
100,000  of  water  proved  to  be  a  fatal  dose.  The  local  effects  are 
also  less  pronounced  when  solutions  of  abrin  are  used;  they  con- 
sist principally  of  an  extensive  induration  of  the  tissues  around 
the  point  oE  injection,  and  a  subsequent  falling  off  of  the  hair 
over  this  indurated  area.  When  introduced  into  the  conjunctival 
sac,  however,  abrin  produces  a  local  inflammation  in  smaller 
amounts  than  ricin,  a  solution  of  1:800  being  suflicient  to  cause 
a  decided,  but  temporary,  conjunctivitis.  Solutions  of  1 :50  or 
1:100  of  either  of  these  toxalbumins,  introduced  into  the  eye  of 
a  mouse,  give  rise  to  a  panophthalmitis  which  commonly  results 
in  the  destruction  of  the  eye.     But  in   mice  which  have  been 
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rendered  immune  by  feeding  them  for  several  weeks  with  food 
containing  one  of  these  toxalbumins  no  reaction  follows  the  in- 
troduction into  the  eye  of  the  strongest  possible  solution,  or  of 
paste  made  by  adding  abrin  to  a  little  10  per  cent,  salt  solution. 
Ehrlich  gives  the  following  explanation  of  the  remarkable  de- 
gree of  immunity  established  in  his  experiments  by  the  method 
mentioned : 

'*A11  of  these  phenomena  depend,  as  may  easily  be  shown, 
upon  the  fact  that  the  blood  contains  a  body — antiabrin — which 
completely  neutralizes  the  action  of  the  abrin,  probably  by  de- 
stroying this  body." 

In  a  more  recent  paper,  Ehrlich  (^Zeitehr.  f.  Hygiene,  1892, 
p.  183)  has  given  an  account  of  subsequent  experiments  which 
show  that  the  young  of  mice  which  have  an  acquired  immunity 
for  these  vegetable  toxalbumins  may  acquire  immunity  from  the 
ingestion  of  the  mother's  milk;  and,  also,  that  immunity  against 
tetanus  may  be  acquired  in  a  very  brief  time  by  young  mice 
through  their  mother's  milk.  In  his  tetanus  experiments  Ehr- 
lich used  blood  serum  from  an  immune  horse  to  give  immunity 
to  the  mother  mouse,  when  her  young  were  already  seventeen 
days  old.  Of  this  blood  serum,  2  c.c.  wete  injected  at  a  time  on 
two  successive  days.  The  day  after  the  first  injection  one  of  the 
sucklings  received  a  tetanus  inoculation,  by  means  of  a  splinter 
of  wood  to  which  spores  were  attached.  The  animal  remained 
in  good  health,  while  a  much  larger  control  mouse,  inoculated  in 
the  same  way,  died  of  tetanus  at  the  end  of  twenty-six  hours. 
Other  sucklings  inoculated  at  the  end  of  forty-eight  and  of  seven- 
ty-two hours  after  the  mother  had  received  the  injection  of  blood 
serum  likewise  remained  in  good  health,  while  other  control 
mice  died. 

In  a  recent  communication  (1892),  Brieger,  Kitasato,  and 
Wassermann  (Zeiischr,  /.  Hygiene,  1892,  p.  137)  have  published 
the  results  of  their  interesting  experiments  with  a  bouillon  made 
from  the  thymus  gland  of  the  calf.  It  was  found  that  the  tetanus 
bacillus  cultivated  in  this  bouillon  did  not  form  spores  and  had 
comparatively  little  virulence.  Mice  or  rabbits  inoculated  with 
it  in  small  doses  (0.001  to  0.2  c.c.  for  a  mouse)  proved  to  be  sub- 
sequently immune.  And  the  blood  serum  of  an  immune  rabbit 
injected  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  mouse  (0.1  to  0.5  c.c). 
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was  found  to  give  it  immunity  from  the  pathogenic  action  of  a  vir. 
ulent  culture  of  the  tetanus  bacillus.  Similar  results  were  ob- 
tained with  several  other  pathogenic  bacteria  cultivated  in  the 
thymus  bouillon  —  spirillum  of  cholera,  bacillus  of  diphtheria, 
typhoid  bacillus. 

A  most  interesting  question,  growing  out  of  these  extraordi- 
nary experimental  results,  at  once  presents  itself  :  Does  the  ani- 
mal which  is  immune  for  one  of  these  toxalbumins  also  exhibit 
immunity  as  regards  the  toxic  action  of  the  other?  This  ques- 
tion Ehrlich  ha^  answered.  His  experiments  show  that  animals 
which  are  immune  against  one  of  these  substances  are  quite  as 
susceptible  to  the  toxic  action  of  the  other  as  if  they  did  not 
possess  this  immunity  —  t.  6.,  the  antiloxine  of  ricin  does  not  de- 
stroy abrin,  and  vice  versa.  As  an  illustration  of  the  fact,  he 
states  that  in  one  experiment  a  rabbit  was  made  immune  for  ricin 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  introduction  into  its  eye  of  this  sub- 
stance in  powder  produced  no  inflammatory  reaction;  but  the  sub- 
sequent introduction  of  a  solution  of  abrin,  of  1: 10,000,  caused 
a  violent  inflammation. 

Evidently  these  facts  are  of  the  same  order  as  those  relating 
to  immunity  from  infectious  diseases,  and,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  experimental  data  previously  referred  to,  give  strong  sup- 
port to  the  vienv  that  the  morbid  phenomena  in  all  diseases  of  this 
class  are  due  to  the  specific  toxic  action  of  substances  resembling 
the  toxalbumins  already  discovered,  and  that  acquired  immunity 
from  any  one  of  these  diseases  results  from  the  formation  of  an 
antitoxine  in  the  body  of  the  immune  animal. 

In  the  case  of  a  number  of  infectious  diseases  it  is  demonstrated 
that  the  toxalbumin  is  produced  by  a  specific  microorganism  ; 
but  we  have  no  satisfactory  evidence  that  this  is  the  case  in  the 
strictly  contagious  eruptive  fevers.  So  far  as  these  diseases  are 
concerned,  the  doctrine  of  a  contagium  vivum  rests  solely  upon  an- 
alogy and  upon  the  assumption  that  the  evident  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  infectious  material  which  occurs  in  the  body  of  an  in- 
fected individual  is  proof  of  self-multiplication,  which  is  a  prop- 
erty of  living  matter  only. 

While  fully  recognizing  the  force  of  this  reasoning,  we  must 
insist  that  the  experimental  evidence  at  present  available  does 
not  justify  a  generalization  to  the  effect  that  all  infectious  diseases 
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are  due  to  specific  microorganisms.  And  it  seems  worth  while 
to  at  least  stop  to  inquire  as  to  the  possibility  of  a  different  ex- 
planation in  those  diseases,  such  as  small-pox  and  scarlet  fever,  in 
which  there  is  no  evidence  of  an  increase  of  the  specific  poison 
outside  of  the  bodies  of  infected  animals,  and  in  which  a  living 
infectious  agent  has  not  been  demonstrated.  Is  it  possible  that 
in  these  diseases  the  toxalbumin  which  gives  them  their  specific 
character  is  a  product  of  the  living^  cells  of  the  body  of  the  in- 
fected animal  ?  Other  questions  which  remain  to  be  settled  relate 
to  the  production  and  retention  of  antitoxines  in  the  bodies  of 
immune  animals.  Is  production  continuous  during  immunity,  or 
does  it  occur  only  during  the  modified  attack  which  results  from 
inoculation  with  an  attenuated  virus,  or  of  filtered  cultures,  the 
antitoxine  being  subsequently  retained  in  the  circulating  blood? 
The  latter  supposition  does  not  at  first  view  appear  very  plausible; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  these  albuminous  bodies  do  not 
dialyse — i,  e.,  they  do  not  pass  through  animal  membranes — and 
consequently  would  not  readily  escape  from  the  blood-vessels, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  are  held  in  solution  in  the  cir- 
culating fluid. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  passage  of  the  tetanus  antitoxine  into 
the  mother's  milk,  as  shown  by  Ehrlich*s  experiments  upon  mice, 
indicates  a  continuous  supply,  otherwise  the  immunity  of  the 
mother  would  soon  be  lost. 

Evidently  the  production  of  an  antitoxine  during  an  attack  of 
any  one  of  the  infectious  diseases  would  account  for  recovery  in 
non-fatal  cases  ;  and  it  may  be  that  this  is  the  true  explanation 
of  self -limitation  in  diseases  of  this  class.  If  nature  adopts  this 
method  of  cure,  we  but  follow  her  if  we  seek  to  introduce  more 
of  the  antitoxine  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  progress  of  cases 
of  unusual  severity  and  fatal  tendency. 

In  the  experiments  of  G.  and  F.  Klemperer  it  was  noted  that 
when  the  serum  of  an  immune  animal  was  injected  into  the  circu- 
lation of  an  animal  suffering  from  septicaemia,  resulting  from  in 
fection  with  mic.  pneuraonise  crouposse,  the  temperature  was 
promptly  reduced  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three  degrees  Centigrade; 
and  in  the  case  of  tetanus  reported  by  Schwartz  the  temperature 
fell  a  degree  or  more  after  each  injection. 

Although  the  production  of  these  antitoxines  in  considerable 
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amounts  for  therapeutic  use  will  be  attended  with  difficulties,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  methods  will  be  devised  for  obtaining  them 
on  a  large  scale  as  soon  as  it  is  definitely  established  that  they 
may  be  successfully  used  as  specifics  in  the  treatment  of  infec- 
tious diseases. 

In  diseases  which  are  common  to  man  and  the  lower  animals 
the  source  from  which  they  may  be  obtained  is  evident  ;  but  in 
diseases  peculiar  to  man  we  do  not  at  present  see  just  how  they 
are  to  be  obtained.  Reasoning  from  the  analogy  afforded  by  the 
experimental  evidence  heretofore  referred  to,  we  infer  that  the 
blood  and  tissue  juices  of  an  individual  who  has  recently  suffered 
an  attack  of'  small-pox  or  scarlet  fever  contains  an  antitoxine 
which  would  neutralize  the  active  poison  of  the  disease  in  the 
circulation  of  another  person  immediately  after  infection. 
Whether  a  small  quantity  of  blood  drawn  from  the  veins  of  the 
protected  individual  would  suffice  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
diseases  mentioned,  or  to  modjfy  their  course,  can  only  be  decided 
by  experiment ;  but  the  experiment  seems  to  me  to  be  a  legiti- 
mate one.  Possibly  transfusion  of  a  moderate  amount  of  blood 
from  one  to  another  might  prove  to  be  curative,  or,  if  made  in 
advance  of  infection,  might  confer  immunity.  Or  it  may  be 
that  an  antitoxine  can  be  obtained  from  the  blood  of  vaccinated 
calves  which  would  have  a  curative  action  in  small-pox. 

This  possibility  I  have  undertaken  to  determine  by  the  experi- 
mental method,  and  now  make  the  following  preliminary  commu- 
nication relating  to  results  already  obtained. 

The  following  experiments  have  been  made  with  the  kind  assist- 
ance of  Dr.  William  E.  Griffiths,  who  has  for  many  years  been 
engaged  in  the  production  of  vaccine  virus  in  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn, and  consequently  is  an  expert  in  the  vaccination  of  calves 
and  in  recognizing  vaccinia  in  these  animals  : 

Upon  visiting  Dr.  Griffiths  and  making  known  to  him  my  de- 
sires, I  found  him  quite  willing  to  assist  me,  and  also  that  he  had 
a  recently  vaccinated,  and  consequently  immune,  calf  in  his  sta- 
ble. This  animal  had  been  vaccinated  in  numerous  places  upon 
the  abdomen  and  thighs  fourteen  days  previously.  The  vaccina- 
tion was  entirely  successful,  and  a  large  number  of  quills  had 
been  charged  from  the  vesicles  which  formed.  At  the  time  of 
my  visit  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  blood  serum  from  this  ani- 
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mal  dry  crusts  still  remained  attached  to  the  points  where  vacci- 
nation had  been  practised  two  weeks  previously.  On  the  28th  of 
April  I  collected  blood  serum  from  a  superficial  vein  in  the  hind 
leg  of  the  calf.  This  blood  was  placed  in  an  ice-chest  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  clear  serum  was  drawn 
off  in  * 'Sternberg's  bulbs.'*  Four  drops  of  this  serum  were 
placed  in  each  of  two  small,  sterilized,  glass  tubes ;  in  one  oi 
these  we  placed  three  quills  charged  with  fresh  vaccine  lymph 
from  a  calf.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  the  quills  were  removed, 
after  carefully  washing  off  in  the  serum  the  lymph  with  which  they 
had  been  charged.  In  the  other  tube  we  mixed  with  the  four 
drops  of  blood  serum  au  emulsion  made  from  a  fragment  of  per- 
fectly fresh  vaccine  crust  from  the  arm  of  a  child ;  this  was 
crushed  upon  a  piece  of  glass  and  rubbed  up  with  a  little  of  the 
same  blood  serum.  The  two  tubes  were  now  placed  in  an  ice- 
chest  for  twenty-four  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  con- 
tents were  used  to  vaccinate  a  calf  purchased  for  the  purpose. 
Dr.  Griffiths  carefully  shaved  the  thighs  of  this  calf  and  scari- 
fied each  thigh  in  several  places,  as  he  is  accustomed  to  do  in  vac- 
cinating for  the  propagation  of  lymph.  The  contents  of  the  tube 
containing  lymph  fron  the  quills  was  rubbed  in  the  scarified 
places  upon  one  thigh,  and  the  contents  of  the  tube  containing 
the  emulsified  crust  into  the  other.  On  the  eighth  of  May,  nine 
days  after  the  vaccination,  the  calf  was  carefully  examined,  and 
it  was  accertained  that  the  result  of  the  vaccination  was  entirely 
negative. 

Evidently  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  control  experiment  before 
we  would  be  justified  in  ascribing  this  negative  result  to  a  neutral- 
ization of  the  virus  by  some  special  substance  present  in  the 
blood  serum  of  an  immune  calf.  Possibly  the  blood  of  a  non- 
immune calf  might  also,  after  an  exposure  of  twenty-four  hours, 
neutralize  the  specific  virulence  of  vaccine  lymph.  The  control 
experiment  was  made  as  follows  : 

On  the  ninth  of  May  we  collected  blood  from  a  vein  in  the  leg 
of  a  non-immune  (not  vaccinated)  calf ;  this  was  placed  in  the 
ice-chest  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  following  day  the  clear 
serum  was  collected  in  Sternberg's  bulbs.  Three  quills  charged 
with  fresh  lymph  from  a  calf,  of  the  same  lot  as  those  used  in  the 
previous  experiment,  were  placed  in  four  drops  of  this  blood 
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serum  io  each  of  two  small  glass  tubes.  As  in  the  previous  ex- 
periment, the  lymph  was  washed  from  the  quills  at  the  end  of  an 
hour,  and  the  tubes  were  placed  aside  in  the  ice-chest.  At  the 
end  of  twenty -four  hours  the  serum  in  these  two  tubes  was  used  to 
vaccinate  the  same  calf  w^hich  had  served  for  the  previous  experi- 
ment. Several  points  were  scarified  upon  the  left  thigh  and  upon 
the  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  which  were  carefully  shaved  for  the 
purpose. 

At  the  same  time  the  animal  was  vaccinated  upon  the  right 
thigh  and  upon  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  with  virus  mixed 
with  blood  serum  from  the  immune  calf.     This  serum,  collected 
in  Sternberg's  bulbs  on  the  28th  of  April,  had  since  been  kept 
in  the  ice-chest.     One  hour  before  the  vaccination  four  drops  of 
this  blood  serum  were  mixed  wuth  one  drop  of  liquid  lymph, 
which  had  been  recently  collected  by  Dr.  Griffiths  in  a  capillary 
tube  from  a  vaccinated  calf.     At  the  same  time  three  quills,, 
charged  with  bovine  lymph  were  immersed  in  four  drops  of  the 
same  blood  serum — from  immune  calf.     As  stated  the  animal  was 
vaccinated  upon  the  right  side  of    the  abdomen  and   upon   the 
right  thigh  with  this  virus,  which  had  been  exposed  for  one  hour 
to  the  action  of  blood  serum  from  an  inunune  calf.     The  serum 
containing  the  liquid  lymph  was  rubbed  into  the  scarification   on 
the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  the  serum  containing  lymph  from 
the  quills  into  the  right  thigh.     On  the  19th  of  May,  eight  days 
after  the  vaccination,  the  animal  was  carefully  examined  by  Dr. 
Griffiths  and  myself,  and  the  following  results  noted:  Upon  the 
left  thigh  and  left  side  of  the  abdomen  the  vaccinations — from 
quills  in  non-immune  blood  serum  after  twenty-four  hours  con- 
tact— were  entirely  successful,  the  scarifications  being  surrounded 
by  characteristic   vesicles  and  covered  by  characteristic  crusts. 
Upon  the  right  thigh — vaccinations  from  quills  immersed  in  blood 
serum  from  immune  calf  for  one  hour — and  upon  the  right  side 
of  abdomen — vaccinations  with  liquid  lymph  mixed  with  blood 
serum  from  immune  calf — the  result  was  entirely  negative.     Sev- 
eral of  the  scarifications  had  entirely  healed;  others  were  covered 
with  a  dry  scab  which  was  easily  detached,  and  under  which  the 
scarification  was  healing  without  any  appearance  of  vesicles  such 
as  surrounded  the  scarifications  upon  the  left  side. 

The  result  of  the  experiments  made  is,  therefore,  very  definite^ 
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and  shows  that  the  blood  serum  contains  something  which  neutralizes 
the  specific  virulence  of  vaccine  virus,  either  bovine  or  from  hu- 
manized lymph — crust  from  the  arm  of  a  child. 

It  is  my  intention  to  follow  up  this  line  of  investigation,  to  en- 
deavor to  isolate  this  antitoxine  of  vaccinia,  and  to  test  the  ques- 
tion of  its  possible  specific  action  in  neutralizing  the  small-pox 
virus  in  infected  individuals,  either  before  or  after  the  develop- 
menc  of  the  disease. 


^arres^andence. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Southern  Practitioner: 

Whereas,  there  has  recently  appeared  in  the  partisan  journal 
of  the  Vanderbilt  Medical  College,  over  the  signature  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  faculty  of  said  school,  a  long  review  and  criticism 
of  a  little  controversy  between  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee  and  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and 
Affairs  of  this  city  concerning  the  questionable  propriety  of 
charging  a  City  Hospital  tax  upon  a  certain  number  of  matricu- 
lates- of  our  last  session,  we  desire,  through  your  journal,  to 
make  a  brief  reply  to  the  charges  of  the  aforesaid  Vanderbilt 
Medical  College. 

This  article — of  which  our  good  brethren  have  made  and  cir- 
culated a  large  number  of  reprints — we  recognize  as  a  campaign 
document  well  worthy  of  its  astute  source,  and  but  a  new  feature 
of  the  periodical  warfare  to  which  our  school  has  been  accus- 
tomed just  about  this  season  of  the  year  since  it  had  the  temerity 
to  embark  in  the  business  of  teaching  medicine.  It  is  new,  how- 
ever, to  each  crop  of  students;  and  while  it  has  never  in  the 
least  injured  our  school,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  done  almost 
as  much  to  build  it  up  as  the  inefi&ciency  of  our  adversary,  still 
this  extraordinary  and  seemingly  rather  vindictive  effort  calls 
for  a  passing  notice. 

Why  should  our  good  old  brethren  go  to  all  this  trouble  and 
expense  in  circulating  a  matter  which  we  rather  prefer  should  be 
made  public?  They  say  that  we  published  more  matriculates  than 
we  paid  hospital  tax  on  to  the  city.    We  have  said  the  same  thing, 
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and  declined  to  pay  the  tax  until  the  law  upon  wl 
claimed  should  be  construed  by  legal  authority.  We 
lished  incur  list  of  matriculates  our  entire  list  of  ei 
dents,  including  a  number  who  did  not  actually  atti 
or  hospital,  in  which  we  believe  that  we  are  justified 
custom.  This  ostensibly  is  "the  head  and  front  of  < 
iug,"  UD  part  of  which  have  we  coucealed  or  denied, 
or  iosiuuation  that  we  have  sought  to  defraud  the  citj 
the  public  in  this  matter  we  denounce  as  an  infamous 

Our  good  old  brethren  seem  to  have  a  mortal  fei 
matriculation  list  will  appear  larger  than  that  of  the 
Medical  College.  Bless  their  suspicious  old  souls,  wt 
ing  for  numerical  strength  so  long  as  we  have  a  first>c 
Our  only  endeavor  has  been  to  excel  in  quality,  at 
^iven  no  care  to  quantity.  We  didn't  know  or  can 
matriculates  they  claimed  or  paid  hospital  tax  on. 

We  opine,  that  may  be,  they  are  becoming  a  little  ali 
quote  the  expression  used  with  regard  to  the  old  chan 
Sullivan,  when  addled  and  discomfited  by  the  well-dii 
of  his  agile  and  superior  young  adversary,  he  was  b 
become  "groggy."  Maybe  our  old  friends  feel  alii 
Maybe  they  have  discovered  a  slight  "  handwritin 
wall"  which  is  suggestive  of  waning  fortune;  n 
have  been  readiug  about  "the  survival  of  the  fittei 
they  have  given  more  thought  to  the  subject  of  num< 
tisement  than  has  the  University  of  Tennessee. 

If  we  had  alone  desired  to  show  up  a  large  matric 
we  would  have  paid  on  the  whole  number,  as  they  dii 
could  have  been  no  going  behind  the  records.  We 
were  exercising  a  right,  and  acted  openly  and  ind 
They  have  acted  in  the  matter  as  though  the  city  ( 
incompetent  to  attend  to  their  own  affairs  without 
vision.  This  matter,  if  it  concerned  them  at  all,  was  i 
nature,  which  a  decent  regard  for  the  courtesies  of  th 
should  have  confined  to  discussion  in  a  medical  mi 
stead  of  ivaiting  until  the  dispute  was  determined, 
industriously  dragged  the  correspondence  into  the  s( 
and  finally  resorted  to  the  moat  objectionable  met 
sonal  advertising  in  circulars,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
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Students y  with  the  patent  and  unquestionable  hope  of  turning  to 
J  "  their  school  a  few  students  who  would  not  otherwise  go  to  it,  and 

thereby  gaining  a  few  paltry  dollars,  in  which  they  will  fail  most 
>f  ingloriously.     The  scheme  is  too  obvious — the  trick  too  stale. 

fc  Finally,  we  would  say  to  our  probably  well-meaning  but  hope- 

^" :  lessly   vindictive   old   brethren   of  the    doubled-headed   college 

J^V  that   we   are  not  going  to  say  any  of  the  hard   things   which 

:y- ,  might  be  said  about   you  or  your   school.     We  are   not  going 

to    engage    in     mud-slinging   with    you.         Such    things     are 
unbecoming  among    medical  men  or  medical    colleges,  and  are 
injurious  and  degrading  to  the  city  in  which  they  occur.     We 
'y.  revere  your  venerable  a^e,  and  regret  that  cooler  counsels  and 

calmer  judgments  have  not  taken  possession  of  your  hoary  heads. 
These  circulars  and  advertisements  will  not  yield  you  the  cost  of 
production .  A  discerning  public  and  intelligent  students  'will  see 
the  motive  and  appreciate  the  object.  While  we  revere  your  age 
and  other  similar  good  qualities  for  all  that  they  are  worth,  in  a 
school  way  we  don't  care  a  fig  for  you,  your  influence,  or  your 
opinions.  You  have  waged  an  incessant  warfare  against  our 
school  and  faculty  for  the  last  sixteen  years.  Abuse  of  our  in- 
stitution has  been  the  subject  of  your  harangues — the  burden 
of  your  songs.  You  have  seen  a  rival  school  grow  up  despite 
your  opposition  and  enmity,  until  you  believe  that  it  threatens 
your  integrity.  Your  animosity  has  turned  to  fear;  you  are  on 
the  run,  fleeing  from  a  phantom  which  is  not  pursuing  you. 
Every  session  brings  to  us  a  larger  number  of  students  who  have 
previously  attended  your  school  and  become  disgusted  with  your 
methods. 

If  we  might  venture  to  make  a  suggestion  to  you,  it  would  be: 
Smoothe  down  your  ruffled  temper;  accept  the  inevitable;  lay 
aside  the  rancor,  malice,  and  envy  which  doth  so  fearfully  beset 
you.  Look  to  the  East,  and,  if  not  too  late,  endeavor  to  learn 
a  little  modern  medicine  and  give  it  to  your  classes,  and  see  if 
that  will  not  hold  your  students  better  than  abuse  and  vitupera- 
tion of  your  neighbors. 

Duncan  Eve,  M.D., 

J.  S.  Cain,  M.D., 
W.  D.  Haggard,  M.D., 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Sept.,  1892.  Committee, 
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The  Pathogeny  of  Cholera. — The  toxic  theory  of  Pro- 
fessor Bouchard,  as  set  forth  in  his  book  on  **The  Auto-intoxi- 
cations," fairly  well  explains  the  symptomatology  of  cholera. 
He  demonstrated  as  early  as  1884,  by  experiments  made  with 
toxic  substances  found  in  the  stools  and  urine  of  cholera  patients, 
that  the  pathogeny  of  cholera  may  be  referred  to  multiple  intoxi- 
cations. 

Professor  Bouchard  has  some  doubts  as  to  the  fact  of  the  com- 
ma bacillus  being  the  pathogenic  agent  of  cholera.  **The  only 
serious  argument,''  he  says,  **in  favor  of  Koch's  claim  is  the 
presence  in  the  intestines  of  cholera  patients  of  special  micro- 
organisms which  are  not  found  in  the  intestines  of  healthy  per- 
sons or  of  persons  affected  with  other  diseases  These  micro- 
organisms exist  often  in  considerable  abundance  from  the  very 
first,  and  often  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  microbe  in  the 
digestive  tube.  Apart  from  this  empirical  ascertainment,  which 
warrants  only  a  presumption,  all  the  other  arguments  which  have 
been  alleged  are  illusory. 

The  toxic  alkaloids  which  Bouchard  has  extracted  from  the 
intestines  and  urine  of  cholera  patients  greatly  exceed  those  or- 
dinarily contained  in  fecal  matters.  One  of  these,  which  forms 
acicular  crystals,  seems  to  have  a  special  virulence,  and  to  be 
identical  with  the  ** cholera  poison"  which  Koch  and  Brieger 
have  isolated  from  the  intestinal  contents  of  cholera  patients, 
and  which  they  believe  to  be  generated  by  the  comma  bacillus. 
There  is,  however,  no  agreement  as  to  what  really  are  the  solu- 
ble toxic  substances  secreted  by  the  microbe  of  cholera.  Bou- 
chard affirms  that  the  real  virus  is  eliminated  in  the  urine  in 
appreciable  quantities.  In  injecting  into  the  veins  of  animals 
•cholera  urine  he  has  caused  a  pronounced  cyanosis,  collapse, 
albuminuria,  anuria,  cramps,  and  pale,  yellowish,  or  bloody 
diarrhoeic  evacuations  like  those  which  characterize  true  cholera. 
In  injecting  the  alcoholic  extract  of  the  urine  of  cholera  patients 
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he  has  determined  soniDoleuce,  albuiuiuuria,  diarrhoea,  and  death 
in  two  days. 

**  There  is,"  says  Bouchard,  **in  cholera  urine  a  poison  which 
I  call  the  true  cholera  poison.  I  cannot  chemically  define  it. 
I  only  know  it  by  physiological  properties.  I  know  not  if  it  \» 
fabricated  by  the  sick  organism  or  by  microbes." 

Bouchard's  view,  then,  is  that,  besides  the  primary  infection, 
there  exists  in  the  pathogeny  of  cholera  a  secondary  intoxication 
consequent  on  the  infection.  He  thinks  that  the  symptoms  con- 
sidered as  characteristic  of  cholera  are  the  result  of  this  intoxica- 
tion. To  this  we  may  attribute  the  cyanosis,  the  chilliness,  the 
respiratory  troubles,  the  hiccough,  the  special  diarrhsea,  the  in- 
testinal desquamation,  the  cramps,  the  dehydration  of  the  blood 
and  tissues,  the  albuminuria,  the  anuria.  But  very  soon  "there 
supervenes  a  new  source  of  systemic  intoxication  superadded  to 
the  first,  and  this  clinically  expresses  itself  by  intellectual  torpor, 
by  somnolence,  apathy,  and  coma.  The  respiratory  rhythm 
changes,  sometimes  rising,  sometimes  falling.  It  is  the  rhythm 
of  uremia.     The  pupils  are  contracted  and  become  punctiform." 

This  is  evidently  a  different  symptom  aggregate  from  that  of 
the  initial  period,  and  is  due  to  another  kind  of  poisoning.  In 
other  words,  we  have  the  clinical  tableau  of  uremia  from  excess 
of  disassiniilation  and  blocking  of  the  kidneys. 

*'In  short,  cholera  furnishes  us  an  example  of  a  double  auto- 
intoxication. By  an  abnormal  product,  this  is  the  choleraic 
intoxication  properly  so  called;  by  normal  products,  constituting 
a  variety  of  uremic  poisoning." 

The  nervous  theory  of  Marey  has  always  had  advocates.  He 
considers  the  nervous  system  as  primarily  affected  by  the  cholera 
poison,  and  as  determining  the  principal  phenomena  of  the  at- 
tack, even  the  gastro-intestinal  symptoms.  The  cholera  poison, 
according  to  Marey,  first  excites  the  sympathic  system,  whence 
ensues  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  under  the  dependence  of 
that  system.  The  spasm  of  the  arteries  of  the  greater  and  lesser 
circulation,  as  well  as  that  of  the  bronchial  radicles,  explains  the 
phenomena  of  the  cold  period.  In  the  period  of  reaction  the 
arterioles  and  capillaries  relax,  and  there  is  stasis  of  the  circula- 
tion and  excessive  watery  exudation. 

The  cardiac  theory,  defended  by  Eulenburg,  Francois,  Frauck, 
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and  others,  attributes  the  cholera  algidity  to  caixiiac  adynamia 
provoked  by  nervous  irritation  proceeding  from  the  intestine. 
This  theory  derives  support  from  the  experiments  of  Tarchonoff 
and  Franck,  who  have  shown  that  irritations  of  the  digestive 
tube  and  mesenteric  nerves  may  determine  a  more  or  less  pro- 
longed arrest  of  the  heart. 

The  intestinal  theory  has  very  many  advocates.  It  lays  stress 
on  two  principal  factors,  the  dehydration  of  the  blood  and  tissues, 
and  the  blood  poisoning. 

Under  the  influence  of  the  profuse  watery  discharges,  pro- 
voked by  the  intestinal  lesion,  the  blood  and  tissues  became  unfit 
for  n  utrition  and  functional  work. 

The  toxines  secreted  by  the  microbes  in  the  intestine  have  a 
part    in  determining  the  cramps  and  the  algidity.     The  final 
symptoms  are  essentially  those  of  ursemia  due  to  suppression  of 
the  renal  function. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  third  theory  is  not  out  of  harmony 
with  the  first,  and  may  be  considered  as  only  another  form  of 
stating  Bouchard's  theory. 

''From  the  study  of  the  various  attempts  of  pathologists  to 
explain  the  symptomatology  of  cholera,  it  results  that  we  must 
admit  multiple  causes.  If  the  most  powerful  came  under  the 
head  of  intoxications,  we  must  still  make  the  account  of  the 
dehydration  of  the  blood  and  tissues, ^and  of  the  reflexes  which 
take  their  start  in  the  digestive  tube  and  affect  the  vasomotors. 
In  favor  of  this  latter  influence  may  we  not  refer  to  the  algidity 
and  collapses  which  sometimes  follow  the  gastric  crises  of  tabes, 
and  which  bear  so  striking  a  resemblance  to  cholera?'' — Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Jownial, 


The  Garrison  of  the  Human  Body. — Among  the  topics 
discussed  by  Prince  Krapotkin  in  an  article  on  recent  science 
contributed  to  the  Niiiet^nth  Century,  there  is  one  of  extraordi- 
nary interest,  namely,  the  incessant  conflict  going  on  between  the 
micro-organisms  that  invade  and  those  which  defend  the  living 
body.  Of  all  the  discoveries  made  of  late  years  by  biologists, 
none  is  more  striking  than  the  demonstration  that  almost  all  in- 
fectious diseases  may  be  traced  to  foreign  bacilli,  whose  intrusion 
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is  resisted  by  a  militia  of  resident  micro-organisms  known  under 
the  general  name  leucocytes,  the  function  of  which  is  to  attack, 
swallow,  digest,  neutralize,  or  expel  the  alien  and  noxious  mi- 
crobes. The  outcome  of  this  ceaseless  struggle  within  the  body 
is  on  the  one  hand  health  and  life,  and  on  the  other  disease  and 
dissolution. 

So  far,  we  know  more  about  our  assailants  than  our  defenders. 
Bacteriology,  the  branch  of  science  w^hich  deals  with  the  germ 
theory  of  disease,  may  be  said  to  have  been  founded  about  the 
end  of  the  fifties  by  Pasteur's  researches  into  the  fermentation  of 
beer  and  wine,  and  Virchow's  investigations  in  cellular  pathology. 
Since  then,  although  some  alleged  discoveries  have  been  confuted, 
many  have  been  verified,  and  we  indisputably  know  a  great  num- 
ber of  micro-organisms  which  are  capable,  uuder  certain  circum- 
stances, of  producing  certain  specific  maladies.     For   example, 
cholera,  typhoid  fever,  gastric  affections-  generally ;  malaria  and 
influenza;  tuberculosis,  leprosy,  and  cancer;  diphtheria,  measles, 
and  scarlet  fever;  rheumatism,   smallpox,   rabies,  and    tetanus 
have  been  traced  to  separate  microscopical  beings.     The  photo- 
graph of  each  separate  bacillus  may  be  found  in  the  text  books; 
its  modes  of  life,  and  very  often  its  methods  of  reproduction, 
have  been  carefully  studied,  both  in  the  animal  body  and  in  ar- 
tificial cultures;  subjected  also  to  minute  scrutiny  have  been  the 
morbid  effects  which  it  produces  when  introduced  into  the  bodies 
of  various  animals.     In  ti  word,  the  germ  origin  of  infections 
•diseases  can  no  longer  be  described  as  a  theory;  it  is  a  fact. 
Relative  backwards  is  our  knowledge  of  the  means  of  combating 
infectious  micro-organisms.     Most  of  the  specifics  which  once 
awakened   hope    has   proved,    in   the  ^long   run,  as   ineffective 
against  the  bacilli  themselves  as  the  specifics  proposed  by  physi- 
cians have  proved  against  the  resultant  maladies.     The  more  the 
study  of  bacteria  advances  the  stronger  is  the  tendency  to  recog- 
nize that,  as  sanitary  measures  are  the  most  effective  precautions 
against  the  risks  of  infection,  so  a  great  healthy  body  which  is 
itself  capable  of  checking  the  development  of  morbid  micro-or- 
ganisms is  the  best  means  of  combatting  them.     But  what  is  it 
that  permits  a  healthy  body  to  resist  invasion  by  morbid  microbe? 
We  know  the  invaders;  but  what  is  it  that  renders  them  highly 
noxious  in  some  cases  and  quite  inoffensive  in  others?     To  this 
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•question  cannot  yet  be  given  an  answer  which  commands  the 
universal  assent  of  biologists.  The  broadest  and  most  ingenious 
explanation  of  immunity  thus  far  put  forth  is  the  theory  elabor- 
ated in  1883  by  Eli  MenchikofF,  which  represents  an  extension 
of  the  leading  principles  of  the  struggle  for  life  to  the  micro- 
scopic constituents  of  the  animal  body.  There  exists  in  the  body 
of  man,  and  of  all  vertebrates,  besides  the  cells  which  constitute 
the  animal  tissues,  a  number  of  free  cells,  the  white  corpuscles 
of  blood  and  lymph,  and  the  so-called  wandering  cells  of  the 
tissues.  Four  different  varieties  of  these  free  cells,  collectively 
known  as  leucocytes,  have  been  described,  the  distinctions  between 
them  being  chiefly  based  upon  the  shape  and  the  numbers  of  their 
nuclei.  It  appears  that  the  leucocytes  of  both  the  higher  and 
the  lower  animals  have  all  the  distinctive  features  of  simple  amoe- 
•bfle.  They  protrude  pseudosporia  or  feelers,  and  they  move  about, 
and,  like  amoebae,  they  are  endowed  to  a  high  degree  with  the 
capacity  of  ingesting  all  kinds  of  small  granules  which  they  And 
in  their  way,  including  various  smaller  micro-organisms.  In 
some  cases  the  bacilli  thus  ingested  are  digested,  that  is,  trans- 
formed into  a  soluble  matter,  w^hich  is  assimilated  by  the  proto- 
plasm of  the  leucocytes. 

In  other  casee  the  bacteria  are  for  some  time  kept  alive  within 
the  leucocytes,  and  if  the  latter  are  placed  in  conditions  unfavor- 
able for  themselves  but  favorable  for  the  invading  microbes,  the 
invaders  develop  and  are  set  free.  In  still  other  cases  the  leu- 
cocytes contribute  to  the  defense  of  the  body  by  driving  the  hos- 
tile bacteria  out  of  the  organism  through  the  skin.  Transpira- 
tion is  a  familiar  instance  of  the  last-named  process.  Investiga- 
tion has  also  demonstrated  that  the  efficiency  of  the  leucocytes 
Taries  greatly  in  different  members  of  the  same  species  of  ani- 
mal, their  vigor  being  proportionate  to  the  general  health  of  the 
body.  If  the  leucocytes  are  vigorous,  they  prevent  the  germina- 
tion of  the  spores  which  they  had  ingested;  but  they  maintain 
this  power  at  a  maximum  only  so  long  as  they  are  healthy.  If 
an  animal  has  been  submitted  to  cold,  or  has  been  narcotised,  it 
loses  its  immunity  from  infectious  maladies. 

Such  are  the  facts,  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  explain  them,  as 
does  Menchikoff,  on  the  theory  that  the  leucocytes  are  the  defen- 
sive agencies  against  infectious  diseases  with  which  animal  bodies 
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have  been  endowed  by  nature.  The  iiecessitiee  of  the  struggle 
for  existence  have  envolved  in  the  living  organisms  the  capacity 
ion  by  dispatching  armies  of  leucocytes  to  the  spots 
>xiou3  microbes.  The  struggle,  as  we  have  said, 
:her  the  rout  of  the  leucocytes,  in  which  ca«e  dis- 
in  the  repulse  of  the  microbes,  which  is  Followed 
Or,  again,  the  outcome  may  be  a  drawn  battle, 
its  the  state  of  things  in  various  chronic  diseases. — 
ieieH(!Jie  American. 


MPUTATION  AND  Rebections. — Dr.  T.  H.  Man- 
teeord)  concludes  that  primary  amputation  in  civil 
fer  be  resorted  to  in  the  young,  growing  subject; 
ult,  only  iu  very  exceptional  circumstances;  as, 
ical  forae  oF  violence  itself  has  been  so  great  as  to 
truction  of  the  part,  and  the  scit>8orB  or  scalpel  is 
jmplete  the  work  of  division,  that  the  dead  may 
rom  the  living.  When  a  limb  or  part  of  a  limb 
eed,  a  consecutive  amputation  offers  the  best  pros- 
al  from  shock  and  a  stump  less  prone  to  slough 
e  severance  in  contiguity  of  mangled  or  fatally 
tures.  Resection,  in  connection  with  osteoplasty, 
Dted  as  a  general  substitute  for  primary  amputa- 
s  intelligent  and  general  adoption  our  patient's 
ot  imperiled,  and  very  much  may  be  saved  which 
been  sacrificed.  With  respect  to  aoiputations  iu 
cient  doctrine  cannot  be  reiterated  with  too  great 
I,  viz.,  to  sacrifice  nothing  which  may  be  spared, 
ilanx,  metacarpal  or  nietatarsal  bone,  one  of  the 
s;  to  spare  the  joint,  no  matter  how  insignificant 
notion,  and  never  penetrate  an  articulation  if  the 
rt  of  the  shaft  can  be  spared.  Hot  water  or  solu- 
ry  bichloride  should  never  be  employed  in  reaec- 
atioiis  through  liviiig  tissues,  for  the  bone  sub- 
lely  intolerant  of  either;  hence,  though  the  stump 
*  in,  they  may  lay  the  ground-work  of  an  osteo- 
,  in  the  near  future,  will  make  a  secondary  am- 
ative.    In    those    foul,    infected    tissues,   arising 
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from  neglect  before  resection  or  amputation,  and  in  which  we 
must  employ  some  disinfection,  we  should  not  neglect,  after 
using  the  corrosive  solution,  always  to  follow  it  by  a  thorough 
drenching  with  pure,  sterilized  water,  with  a  view  of  washing 
away  any  residue  or  excess  of  this  powerful  irritant  that  may 
linger  in  the  wound. — Medical  Standard, 


Surgery  op  the  Liver. — With  the  improved  technique 
introduced  into  modern  surgery  new  regions  are  being  invaded 
and  new  operations  performed  with  most  gratifying  results. 
Until  within  recent  times  the  liver  has  been  considered  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  surgeon.  Even  in  cases  of  injury  of  this 
organ  surgical  interference  has  been  the  exception.  A  great 
advance  was  made  when  it  was  found  that  the  gall-bladdtr 
and  its  duct  could  be  successfully  attacked  for  calculi  or 
disease.  Now  we  know  that  considerable  portions  of  the  liver 
may  be  safely  removed.  Keen  reports,  in  the  Bostmi  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Journal y  April  28,  1892,  a  case  in  which  he  re- 
moved a  cistica  deaomena  ol  the  bile  ducts  from  the  right  margin 
of  the  liver.  After  removal,  the  tumor  measured  3^  inches  in 
width,  4^  laches  in  length,  and  1^  inches  in  thickness.  The  pa- 
tient made  a  good  recovery,  and  five  months  later  remained  in 
perfect  health.  Nineteen  other  cases  are  tabulated,  which  are 
believed  to  be  all  that  have  been  so  far  reported.  Of  this  series, 
seventeen  patients  recovered,  two  died,  and  in  one  instance  the 
result  is  not  stated.  The  mortality  would  thus  be  about  ten  per 
cent.  This  is  a  very  creditable  showing  when  it  is  remembered 
that  most  of  these  cases  would  have  gone  on  to  a  more  or  less 
rapid  fatal  termination. 

It  has  been  but  four  years  since  the  first  instance  of  the  removal 
of  a  hepatic  tumor  was  recorded,  so  that  we  may  confidently  hope 
for  greater  things  than  have  yet  been  done,  with  the  increased  knowl- 
edge and  experience  which  time  will  bring.  Of  the  tumors  removed 
there  were  five  echinococcus  cysts,  three  hydatid  cysts,  three  can- 
cerous growths,  and  three  syphilitic  tumors,  the  others  being  of  a 
miscellaneous  nature.  This  gives  an  idea  of  the  wide  range  of 
affections  of  the  liver  amenable  to  surgical  treatment. 

The  manner  of  operating  must  depend  upon  circumstances,  pre- 
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ferably,  according  to  Keen,  by  enucleation,  by  the  cautery,  or 
or  by  the  knife  or  scissors,  in  the  order  named.  Large  vessels 
are  to  be  tied,  smaller  ones  may  be  controlled  by  the  cautery  or 
by  packing  with  gauze.     The  escape  of  bile  into  the  peritoneal 

m 

cavity,  formerly  so  much  dreaded,  does  not  seem  to  be  attended 
with  danger.  The  manner  of  treating  the  stump  is  important, 
and  must  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  case.  If  the  wound 
can  be  closed  with  stitches,  it  would  be  most  desirable  to  return 
the  stump  to  the  abdominal  cavity,  otherwise  the  wound  maybe 
stitched  to  the  abdominal  incision.  So  far,  the  means  of  diag- 
nosis seems  to  offer  an  obstacle  to  the  more  rapid  development  of 
hepatic  surgery.  Of  the  twenty  cases  already  referred  to,  almost 
all  were  incorrectly  diagnosed. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  separate  hepatic  tumors  from  similar 
formations  affecting  the  pancreas,  stomacii,  omentum,  mesentery 
or  kidney.  In  cases  of  doubt,  if  the  condition  is  sufficiently  se- 
rious, an  exploratory  abdominal  section  should  be  performed  to 
complete  the  diagnosis,  with  the  provision  of  attacking  the  seat 
of  disease  if  thought  best.  A  striking  fact,  revealed  by  the  pa- 
per quoted,  is  that  of  nineteen  hepatic  tumors,  sixteen  were 
found  in  women.  This  should  have  some  weight,  therefore,  in 
obscure  cases  in  weighing  probabilities. —  Univ.  Med.  Magazine. 


The  Radical  Cure  of  Inguinal  Hernia;  Bassini's 
Method,  with  Remarks  on  Recurrency  and  Ventral 
Hernia. — Milliken  (^Medical  Record,  July  ?,  1892),  after  de- 
scribing the  various  operations  that  has  been  previously  done  for 
the  radical  cure  of  inguinal  hernia  and  the  dangers  attendant 
upon  them,  lays  particular  stress  on  Bassini's  method.  An  inci- 
sion is  made,  beginning  at  the  spine  of  the  pubis  and  extending 
upward  and  outward.  The  upper  extremity  should  be  about  two 
inches  internal  to  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ilium. 
Everything  is  divided  down  to  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique. 
To  properly  expose  the  internal  ring  the  tendon  should  be  in- 
cised from  two  to  two  and  one-half  inches.  The  upper  flap  is 
now  freed  from  the  underlying  structures  and  reflected  towards 
the  median  line  until  the  conjoined  tendon  appears  to  view.  The 
lower  flap  is  then  freed  until  Poupart's  ligament  appears,  and 
the  cord  structures  hooked  up  with  the  index  finger,  as  they  pass 
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over  the  spine  of  the  pubes,  and  then  lift  them  and  the  hernia 
out  of  their  bed.  The  hernia  sac,  without  reducing  its  contents, 
should  now  be  isolated.  It  is  then  opened  and  the  contents  ex- 
amined, and,  if  found  healthy,  returned  to  the  abdominal  cavity. 
The  sac  is  ligated  with  catgut,  leaving  a  pedicle  about  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  in  length,  which  immediately  retracts  into  the  abdom- 
inal cavity.  When  a  congenital  hernia  exists,  the  sac  should  be 
cut  off  one  inch  above  the  testes,  as  the  formation  of  a  hvdrocele 
will  thus  be  prevented.  The  upper  and  lower  flaps,  composed  of 
the  segments  of  the  tendons  of  the  external  oblique,  being  well  re- 
tracted and  the  cord  held  out  of  the  way,  the  conjoined  tendon  is 
united  to  Poupart's  ligament  by  a  series  of  interrupted  catgut 
sutures.  The  formation  of  the  anterior  wall  of  the  canal  is  accom- 
plished by  suturing  the  recently  divided  external  oblique  tendon 
continuously  with  fine  catgut  throughout  its  entire  length.  The 
skin  wound  is  closed  with  interrupted  catsrut  sutures,  after  the 
insertion  of  a  small  glass  drainage  tube  into  the  lower  angle  of  the 
wound.  The  wound  is  dressed  antiseptically  and  covered  with  a 
spica  bandage.  The  tube  should  be  removed  in  from  thirty-six  to 
forty-eight  hours.  The  patient  is  confined  to  bed  for  three  weeks. 
After  the  patient  gets  out  of  bed  he  must  wear  a  truss  for  at  least 
six  months. —  University  Med,  Magazine, 


'  Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalyptol  Extract  (Eucalyptol).— ^Apply 
to  Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Euca- 
lyptol and  reports  of  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Univer- 
sities of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros, '  Drug  Co. ,  St.  Loui& 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 

Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.  It  is  as  pleasant 
as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  bythe  most  delicate  stomach, 
having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
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quinine  sulphate.  Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 


Illegitimacy. — Dr.  LeflSngwell  in  a  recent  work  makes  the 
following  contribution  to  the  statistics  of  illegitimacy:  Ireland 
has  the  smallest  number  of  illegitimate  births,  26  in  1,000. 
Next  comes  Russia,  with  28  in  1,000.  Then  Holland  and  Ger- 
many, with  32  in  1,000.  England  jumps  up  to  48  in  1,000. 
Sunny  Italy,  74  in  1,000.  Protestant  Scotland  makes  a  bad 
showing  at  82  in  1,000,  and  Catholic  France  also  records  82  in 
1,000.  But  Norway,  Sweden,  Saxony,  and  Bavaria  do  still 
worse,  as  their  illegitimates  number  from  100  to  140  in  1,000. 
The  worst  place  of  all  is  Catholic  A^ustria,  with  146  in  1,000! 

The  influence  of  morality,  however,  is  much  less  in  determin- 
ing illegitimacy  than  would  be  at  first  assumed.  Ireland  has 
four  factors  tending  against  illegitimacy — easy  marriage,  absence 
of  prudential  prejudices  against  early  marriage,  absence  of  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  the  influence  of  the  old  clan  sys- 
tem by  which  the  whole  clan  felt  an  insult  offered  to  one  mem- 
ber. The  illegitimacy  rate  among  the  Irish  rises  enormously 
when  these  four  factors  cease  to  opperate.  In  Catholic  Austria 
legal  marriage  is  difficult,  whence  unions  result  which  are  per- 
manent and  would  be  legal  in  other  countries.  The  most  im- 
portant moral  factor  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  is  old  clan  system , 
which  has  long  retained  its  force  and  stigmatizes  to  some  extent 
the  male.  Commercial  civilization  tends  to  increase  illegitimacy 
by  enforcing  prudential  restraints  on  marriage.  Laws  allowing 
the  male  parent  to  legitmatize  the  offspring  by  acknowledgment 
decrease  illegitimacy  rates.  Leffingwell  makes  the  remarkable 
assumption  that  miscegenation  among  American  whites  and  blacks 
is  on  the  increase.  It  would  be  difficult  to  produce  justification 
for  this  notice. — Medical  Standard. 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis- supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents. 
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CHOLERA. 

Just  one  month  ago  I  prepared  an  editorial  taking  pretty 
strong  grounds  that  we  would  not  have  a  visitation  from  this 
grim  and  ghastly  traveler  from  the  Gangetic  delta  during  the 
current  year  —  unless  somebody  who  was  in  authority  was  at 
fault;  that  with  our  knowledge  of  its  previous  visitations,  our 
advances,  and  advantages  in  hygiene  and  preventive  and  prophy* 
latic  measures,  it  ought  not  to  come. 

During  the  progress  of  the  last  thirty  days,  what  has  hap- 
pened? One  after  another  of  those  great  iron  steamers  leaving 
the  city  of  Hamburg  with  from  250  to  500  or  600  steerage  pas* 
sengers,  huddled  together  like  hogs  in  a  pen,  coming  from  the 
infected  quarters  of  Europe,  have  essayed  .an  entrance  into  Amer- 
ica's great  metropolis — quite  a  number  of  these  steamers  having 
sustained  losses  by  death  from  cholera  during  the  passage  across 
the  Atlantic. 

At  times  it  did  seem  probable  that  our  quarantine  measures 
were  going  to  prove  defective  and  inefficient.  But  we  can  say 
to-day  that,  outside  the  cases  occurring  at  the  quarantine  station^ 
New  York  City  has  possibly  had  up  to  date  more  than  half  a 
dozen,  but  less  than  one  dozen  cases,  all  told,  in  her  teeming 
and  varied  population,  and  that  there  is  now  no  cause  whatever 
for  alarm.  In  fact,  the  scare  that  was  given  our  whole  people, 
we  opine,  will  prove  of  no  little  value  in  protecting  us  during 
the  ensuing  year.  The  towns  and  cities  throughout  the  United 
States  have,  as  a  rule,  been  put  in  first-class  sanitary  condition; 
arrangements  have  been  perfected  throughout  our  whole  grand 
domain  by  which  the  dreaded  visitor  can  be  held  at  bay,  and  to 
whom  the  voice  of  the  sanitarian  can  successfully  say:  ''Thus 
far  and  no  farther." 

We  make  the  following  extract  from  the  editorial  columns  of 
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the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association  of  September 
24th: 

**  Since  our  last  issue  a  very  few  cases  of  cholera  have  been 
developed  in  New  York  and  its  vicinity,  but  in  each  instance 
the  physicians  in  attendance,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  public 
health  authorities,  have  been  able  to  prevent  any  further  spread 
of  the  contagion.  We  have  in  this  a  full  and  complete  proof 
of  the  value  of  quarantine  as  a  protective  measure  against  the 
introduction  and  spread  of  this  disease. 

*'This  epidemic  has  shown  to  the  world  that  the  researches  of 
scientific  physicians  have  developed  a  positive  knowledge  of  the 
cholera  poison,  and  of  its  method  of  spreading  from  one  indi- 
vidual to  another.  That  it  is  solely  through  an  introduction  of 
the  poison  into  the  alimentary  canal,  and  is  neither  inhaled  nor 
absorbed  through  the  skin.  Hence  it  is  that  the  infection  is 
always  from  the  use  of  a  cholera-contaminated  water  or  food 
supply.  We  now  know  that  the  comma  bacillus  is  able  to  live 
for  a  considerable,  perhaps  an  indefinite,  length  of  time  in  water 
that  is  impregnated  with  organic  or  vegetable  matter. 

''On  account  of  its  sponge-like  absorbing  powers,  milk  is  one 
of  the  most  frequent  sources  of  the  infectious  poison,  because  of 
its  almost  universal  use  as  an  aliment  by  infants  and  children. 

''Dr.  Shakespere,  of  Philadelphia,  has  made  most  critical 
observations  of  the  cause,  course,  and  spread  of  the  disease,  from 
which  he  formulates  two  laws  bearing  upon  its  spread,  viz.: 
1.  The  tendency  to  infection  varies  exceedingly  among  individ- 
uals, and  is  with  the  majority  small;  2.  Disturbed  conditions  of 
the  digestive  apparatus  greatly  increase  the  susceptibility  of  an 
individual,  and  render  hrm  more  liable  to  an  attack  after  ex- 
posure to  the  infection.  From  which  he  teaches  that  a  healthy 
stomach,  secreting  normal  acid  juices,  is  capable  of  destroying 
this  infectious  bacillus.  If,  however,  this  living  infectious  bacil- 
lus escapes  beyond  the  lower  end  of  the  stomach  and  passes  into 
the  small  intestine,  the  contents  of  which  are  alkaline,  multipli- 
cation with  enormous  rapidity  takes  place,  and  the  disease  is 
established. 

"From  which  we  learn  that  certain  acids  destroy  or  render 
the  comma  bacillus  innocuous.  Hydrochloric  acid,  taken  in 
small  doses  during  or  after  meals,  will  add  to  the  antiseptic  pow- 
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era  of  the  gastric  secretions.  Irregularities  of  diet,  alkaline 
drinks,  loss  of  sleep,  emotional  excitement,  fear,  mental  depres- 
sion, and  every  disturbing  influence,  should  be  so  far  as  possible 
avoided,  as  they  weaken  the  powers  of  resistance  that  should 
naturally  exist  in  every  healthy  individual. 

** These  conditions  will  not  in  any  instance  in  and  of  them- 
selves produce  cholera,  but  they  do  render  the  individual  so  sus- 
ceptible that,  if  exposed  by  the  passage  of  the  infectious  bacillus 
into  the  alimentary  canal,  an  easy  victim  to  its  virulence.  The 
positive  knowledge  of  physicians  as  to  these  facts  should  cause 
them  to  faithfully  instruct  all  health  boards  and  public  officers  in 
their  duties  in  enforcing  upon  the  people  the  extreme  importance 
of  absolute  quarantine  measures  in  every  case  of  cholera;  of  the 
vital  necessity  of  a  pure,  uncontaminated  water  supply,  and  of 
attention  to  the  preparation  of  food.  Special  watchfulness  should 
be  exercised  over  the  food  and  drink  of  children." 

In  this  connection  we  desire  to  formulate  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts: 

1.  Cholera  is  a  disease  produced  by  the  action  of  a  specific 
germ  obtaining  access  to  the  alimentary  canal  of  the  human 
being. 

2.  That  it  revels  in  filth  and  filthy  surroundings,  requiring 
for  the  perpetuation  of  its  species  organic  vegetable  and  animal 
matter  in  a  state  of  decomposition. 

3.  That  it  can  stand  a  temperature  so  low  as  60^  F.,  but  revels 
and  luxuriates  in  a  temperature  of  98°,  100°,  or  even  120°  F., 
but  cannot  resist  the  lethal  action  of  212°  F.  moist  heat,  or  250° 
dry  heat.  Therefore,  in  heat  we  have  the  most  certain  and  sure 
disinfectant. 

4.  That  it  requires  a  certain  condition  of  the  secretions  of  the 
human  body — ^alkalinity.  With  an  acid  reaction  of  the  fluids  of 
the  individual,  he  is  as  much  protected  from  cholera  as  by  a 
successful  vaccination,  a  la  Jenner,  from  small-pox. 

5.  An  acid  diathesis  can  be  produced  by  proper  dietetic  rules. 
Cholera's  most  numerous  victims  are  always  found  with  the 

pauper  classes,  their  defective  diet  producing  alkalinity  of  the 
fluids  of  their  unfortunate  bodies.  Cholera  has  a  remarkable 
fondness  for  the  vegetable  eaters.  Fruits  and  vegetables  pro- 
duce alkalinity  of  the  secretions.     Cholera  likes  to  clutch  in  its 
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deadly  grasp  the  infant  at  its  mother's  breast,  the  young  child, 
whose  more  bland  and  unstimulating  diet  tends  to  alkalinity  of 
their  juices. 

The  **bon  vivant,"  with  his  *'pat6  de  foi6  gras,"  his  deviled 
kidneys,  his  juicy  and  highly  seasoned  mutton,  and  rich  and 
racy  viands,  rarely  has  cholera  —  his  danger  is  from  the  acidity 
of  his  secretions,  and  he  has  to  dodge  gout  and  rheumatism.  If 
cholera  does  get  him,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  it  will  give  him. 
the  opportunity  of  telling  of  it  in  after  years. 

Your  lawyers,  statesmen,  divines,  and  you  yourselves,  my 
brothers  in  medicine,  have  a  far  better  chance — as  has  been 
demonstrated  by  repeated  observations — of  not  being  harmed  by 
this  bacillus  than  our  less  prosperous  citizens.  The  classes  above 
mentioned  are  always  known  as  good  feeders.  They  develop 
ac|dity  of  their  fluids  thereby. 

Take  the  natural  history  of  cholera  from  the  time  of  the  sage 
of  Cos  to  the  present;  study  carefully  and  closely,  with  this  sug- 
gestion I  have  advanced  before  you,  and  I  claim  that  its  correct- 
ness will  be  fully  established. 

Then  avoid  alkalinity  of  your  secretions  in  cholera  times — es- 
pecially if  you  cannot  dodge  the  germ.  If  he  does  get  possesion 
of  your  person  and  finds  acidity,  or  an  approach  to  it,  he  will 
not  do  you  very  much  harm.  Look  at  the  suggestions  for  diet 
given  by  our  ablest  teachers,  to  be  observed  during  the  preva- 
lence of  this  disease.  Yes,  take  the  rules  laid  down  by  that 
grand  apostle  of  medicine,  W.  K.  Bowling,  in  his  monograph  of 
over  sixty  pages,  which  he  published  in  this  city  just  after  the 
storm  of  1873.  He,  with  others,  gives  you  such  advice  and  di- 
rections as  will  produce  the  acid  diathesis.  I  will  quote  from  his 
monograph  as  follows:  ''My  cholera  diet,  to  be  explicit,  embraces 
mutton,  beef,  bacon,  venison,  spring  chickens,  matured  chickens, 
com  meal,  flour,  rice,  tea,  and  coffee.  It  excludes  everything 
else — fruit,  garden  vegetables,  everyone;  for  I  have  found  death 
in  each;  nuts  of  all  kinds.  Animal  products  are  the  great  table 
luxuries  directly  from  animals,  as  milk,  butter,  cheese,  eggs^ 
and  honey." 

''If  one  will  observe  these  rules,  I  assert  that  he  can  save  him. 
self  from  cholera  death,  though  cholera  kill  the  whole  world 
beside.'' 
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Yes,  with  his  rules  of  diet  you  develop  acidity  of  the  secre- 
tions, thereby  protecting  yourself  from  the  action  of  the  deadly 
poison.     You  render  it  absolutely  harmless. 


MIEABILE  DICTU  I 


We  reproduce  the  following  card  from  the  Gallatin  Tewnessean 
of  September  17th  ult.  We  have  no  apprehension  that  this  free 
advertising  will  benefit  the-  individual  who  has  obtained  an  ex- 
elusive  advantage  over  his  fellows,  although  it  will  be  read  by 
the  three  thousand  and  more  readers  of  this  journal;  for  they 
are  members  of  the  regular  medical  profession,  and  hold  that  it 
is  unethical  to  use  '  *  or  dispense  a  secret  nostrum^  whether  it  be 
the  composition  or  exclusive  property  of  himself  or  others;  forj 
if  such  nostrum  be  of  real  efficacy,  any  concealment  regarding 
it  is  inconsistent  with  beneficence  and  professional  liberality;  and 
if  mystery  alone  gives  it  value  or  importance,  such  craft  implies 
eithe»  disgraceful  ignorance,  or  fraudulent  avarice,"  et  seq,  vid, 
Code  of  Ethics,  Art.  I.,  Sec.  4. 

The  dental  profession  having  been  accepted  by  the  American 
Medical  Association  as  a  specialty  of  the  grand  and  noble  science 
and  art  of  medicine,  as  it  properly  should  be,  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
as  amenable  to  its  regulations  as  other  specialties.  But  is  that 
the  case? 

The  following  is  the  card,  which  we  reproduce  in  full: 

A  CARD  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

I  wish  to  announce  to  the  people  of  Gallatin  and  yicinity  that  Dr. 
Murphree,  a  graduate  of  the  Dental  Department  of  Vanderbilt  University, 
has  purchased  the  exclusive  right  to  use  in  his  dental  practice  the  anes- 
thetic known  as  Odontunder. 

I  have  demonstrated  the  same  here  for  the  past  ten  days.  It  is  now  a 
settled  fact  that  teeth  can  be  extracted  without  pain  and  without  inhaling 
poisonous  drugs,  which  always  prove  more  or  less  injurious.  Hundreds 
of  methods  have  from  time  to  time  been  tried,  but  all  have  proved  unsatis- 
factory till  the  present  discovery,  and,  like  all  other  good  things,  has  many 
imitations,  but  no  equal;  and  any  one  representing  to  use  Odontunder 
anywhere  in  the  United  States  without  having  proper  certificate  to  show 
therefor  is  an  imposter  and  punishable  according  to  law. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  well-known  citizens  of  Gallatin  who 
have  been  operated  upon,  and  who  will  testify  that  Odontunder  will  do 
all  claimed  for  it:   John  T.  Baber,  James  Anderson,  Dr.  J.  W.  Birdwell, 


"VI 


».  «■: 


452  EDITORIAL. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Lackey ,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Blakemore,  Mrs.  Bettie  Sullivan,  W.  N. 
Stewart.     Yours  respectfully,  John  Wise,  D.D.S. 

That  aa  alumaus  of  the  Dental  Department  of  the  great  Van- 
derbilt  University  should  have  resorted  to  so  unethical  a  measure 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  his  being  a  devoted  student  and 
follower  of  the  remarkable  " Poise*'  of  its  ** Electro  "-ethical 
Dean. 


Tri-State  Medical  Society. — Following  is  a  list  of  the 
papers  to  be  read  at  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Tri-State 
Medical  Society,  of  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee,  which 
will  be  held  in  Chattanooga,  October  25,  26,  and  27,  1892: 

**Eye  Symptoms  in  General  Disease,"  by  J.  L.  Minor,  M.D.^ 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  **  Talipes  Equino-varius"  (with  presentation 
of  patients),  by  C.  W.  Barrier,  M.D.,  Rome,  Ga.;  ** Sequences 
of  Cystitis  Media  Purulenta,"  by  T.  Hilliard  Wood,  M.D., 
Nashville,  Tenn.;  ** Report  of  One  Thousand  Five  Hundred 
Strabismus  Operations,  with  some  Observations  on  the  ^me,'' 
by  A.  W.  Calhoun,  M.D.,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  "Special  vs.  General 
Practice  in  Medicine,"  by  W.  J.  Killen,  M.D.,  Birmingham, 
Ala.;  ** Synovitis,"  by  J.  B.  Cowan,  M.D.,  TuUahoma,  Tenn.; 
**The  Present  Status  of  Medical  Education  in  the  South,"  by 
Luther  B.  Granby,  M.D.,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  ** Pharmaceutical  Pre- 
parations of  the  Present  Day,"  by  John  C.  Le  Grand,  M.D., 
Anniston,  Ala.;  **A  Clinical  Study  of  the  Relations  Between 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,"  by  W.  D.  Hoyt,  M.D.,  Rome, 
Ga.;  **The  Treatment  of  Inguinal  Hernia,"  by  J.  W.  Handly, 
M.D.,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  **Fistula  in  Ano,"  by  Andrew  Boyd, 
M.D.,  Scottsboro,  Ala.;  * 'Stricture  of  the  Male  Urethra,  its  Di- 
agnosis and  Treatment,"  by  W.  L.  Gahagan,  M.D.,  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.;  **Phymosis,"  by  Erasmus  T.  Camp,  M.D.,  Gads- 
den, Ala.;  **The  Rational  Treatment  of  Enlarged  Prostate  in 
Old  Persons,"  by  George  W.  Broome,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  * 'Ad- 
vanced Theories  in  Psychical  Science,"  by  John  H.  Purdon, 
M.D.,  Cullman,  Ala.;  ''Drunkenness  and  its  Gold  Cure,"  by 
John  P.  Stewart,  M.D.,  Attala,  Ala.;  "Surgery,  Things  to  Do 
and  Things  Not  to  Do,"  by  Willis  F.  Westmorland,  M.D..  At- 
lanta, Ga.;  "A  Few  Selected  Cases  in  Laparotomy,"  by  W.  H. 
Wathen,  M.D.,  Louisville,  Ky.;  "  Extra- Uterine  Pregnancy, "^ 
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Richard  Douglas,  M.D.,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  "The  After-treat- 
ment  of  Abdominal  Operations,"  by  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  M.D., 
Birmingham,  Ala.;  ** Hepatic  Abscess,"  by  W.  B.  Ward,  M.D., 
Selma,  Ala.;  "Report  of  Treatment  of  Sterility,"  by  J.  M. 
Head,  M.D.,  Zebulon,  Ga. 

Titles  not  announced:  John  L.  Sowell,  M.D.,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.;  J.  M.  Masters,  M.D.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.;  C.  8.  Briggs^ 
M,D.,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  I.  N.  Love,  M.D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  committee  has  secured  a  one-and-one-third  rate  from  the 
railroads  on  the  certificate  plan. 

There  will  be  a  large  number  of  exhibits  at  the  meeting,  and 
the  session  promises  to  be  one  of  unusual  interest.  The  mem- 
bership of  the  Society  is  212,  and  it  includes  some  of  the  best 
men  of  the  profession  from  a  number  of  States.  All  will  be  wel- 
come to  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  but  the  membership  is  lim- 
ited to  graduates  of  regular  medical  colleges  residing  in  the 
United  States. 


Pruritus  Ani  and  Vulvae. — The  following  formula  will 
afford  relief  from  the  itching  and  irritability — to  be  applied  lo- 
cally : 

R     Sodii  Hyposulphis ^i 

Acid  Carbol 38S 

Glycerinse §i 

Listerine §iii    M. 

Pruritus. — Another  formula  which  has  proven  signally  use- 
ful in  some  cases,  is: 

K     Sodii  Salicylate 3ii 

Glycerine — 

m 

Listerine aa  ^vii    M. 


Typho-malarial  Fever. — The  very  excellent  paper  by  Dr. 
W.  B.  Young  in  our  ''Original  Department''  was  prepared  for 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  but  the 
author,  being  unable  to  attend  the  Knoxville  meeting,  has  kindly 
favored  me  with  the  article. 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  state  that  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Tennessee  State  Medical  Society  in  Memphis,  in  1886,  I  read  a 
paper  advocating  the  view  that  typho-malarial  fever,  as  described 
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by  Woodward  and  named  by  him,  he  subsequently  disowning 
the  nomenclature,  was  simply  a  malarial  fever,  complicated  by 
^ intestinal  irritation,  intestinal  inflammation,  or  intestinal  ulcer- 
ation." These  views  I  still  hold.  The  irritation  may  not  be 
attended  by  frequent  discharges  from  the  bowels  during  the  in- 
cipiency  of  the  attack,  nor  may  they  appear  throughout  the 
attack,  yet  the  irritation  is  there,  and  is  the  cause  of  the  low  and 
continued  form  of  fever,  resembling  typhoid  fever.  If  inflam- 
mation exists  we  are  more  apt  to  have  frequent  alvine  evacua- 
tions, but  not  always;  if  ulceration  is  a  factor,  frequent  dis- 
charges being  the  rule. 


The  Medicinal  Value  of  a  Tried  American  Remedy. — 
Among  the  few  modern  synthetic  chemicals,  >vhich  may  justly 
be  termed  true  derivatives  of  the  coal-tar  series  Antikamnia  is 
intensifying  its  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  the  profession,  so 
that  now,  as  the  statistics  will  show,  it  is  prescribed  in  excess  of 
any  of  the  preparations  of  this  class.  That  this  faith  is  justified 
in  practice  is  evidenced  by  its  unfailing  remedial  properties  in 
rheumatism,  sciatica,  neuralgia,  the  pyrexia  superinduced  by 
sunstroke,  hemicrania,  and  la  grippe  (influenza  and  dengue); 
also  all  neuroses  due  to  irregularities  of  menstruation.  In  Anti- 
kamnia these  properties  are  more  speedily,  more  safely,  and  more 
efficiently  manifested  than  in  any  of  the  others.  Antikamnia  is 
a  true  derivative  from  organic  substances,  and  its  widespread 
adoption  by  the  profession  has  made  it  the  basis  of  a  market  for 
the  imitators.     After  all,  "  imitation  is  the  sincerest  flattery." 


Sanmetto  Can  be  Belied  on  With  Certainty  of  Good 
Besults. — I  am  now  prescribing  Sanmetto  for  diseases  indicated. 
Have  tested  it  in  practice;  its  effect  was  exceedingly  gratifying. 
It  can  be  relied  on  to  dispense  with  certainty  of  good  results. 

W.  H.  C,  Stephenson,  M.D.,  Omaha,  Neb. 


Gleet. — I  used  Sanmetto  in  a  case  of  gleet  of  seven  years* 
tanding  with  happy  results. — 0.  N.  Shellenberger,  M.D.y  Phih' 
delphia,  Pa, 
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The  success  of  Fellows'  Syrup  of  Hypophosphites  has  tempted 
certain  persons  to  offer  imitations  of  it  for  sale.  Mr.  Fellows, 
who  has  examined  samples  of  several  of  these ,  finds  that  no  two 
of  them  are  identical,  and  that  all  of  them  differ  from  the  orig- 
inal in  composition,  in  freedom  from  acid  reaction,  in  suscepti- 
bility to  the  effects  of  oxygen  when  exposed  to  light  or  heat,  in 
the  property  of  retaining  the  strychnine  in  solution,  and  in  the 
medicinal  effects.  As  these  cheap  and  inefficient  substitutes  are 
frequently  dispensed  instead  of  the  genuine  preparation,  physi- 
cians are  earnestly  requested,  when  prescribing  the  Syrup,  to 
write  **Syr.  Hypophos.  Fellows." 


'*The  Physician's  Battle." — Gentlemen:    Please  send  me 

some  Antikamnia  tablets,  that  I  may  test  their  convenience,  not 

their  merits,  for  I  have  tested  Antikamnia  so  thoroughly  for  six 

months  past,  that  it  is  no  longer  an  experiment  with  me.     It 

strikes  directly  and  effectively,  without  bad  results,  at  the  two 

most  characteristic  points  in  disease,  viz. :  Fever  and  pain.    With 

these  two  points  well  under  control,  the  physician's  battle  in 

acute  attacks  is  nearly  woo.     Respectfully, 

Pulaski  F.  Hyatt,  M.D. 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  June  5,  1892. 


You  can  easily  add  to  your  popularity  and  usefulness  by  fol- 
lowing the  instructions  given  by  the  McArthur  Hypophosphite 
Company  on  the  fourth  cover-page  of  this  issue.  Their  Syrup 
is  a  standard  and  reliable  preparation.  It  is  not  a  conglomerate 
mass  of  poly-pharmacy  as  some  others  in  the  market,  but  em- 
bodies the  valuable  properties  of  the  hypophosphites  of  lime  and 
soda  without  objectionable  ingredients. 


Albemarle  Chemical  Oc. — Gentlemen:  I  have  given  your 
Therapine  a  full  and  fair  trial  in  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  and  a» 
an  antipyretic.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  it.  As  long  as  it 
is  manufactured,  and  contains  the  power  it  now  does,  I  will  con- 
tinue to  use  it.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Fred.  A.  Davis,  M.D., 
U.  8.  Examining  Surgeon,  Bureau  of  Pensions,  Newport,  Ky. 
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SUBSTITUTION  AND  ITS  ATTENDANT  EVILS. 

The  evils  attendant  upon  substitution  and  sophistication  of  re- 
medial agents  have  long  been  surmised;  they  have  not,  however, 
until  recently,  received  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. Increased  diagnostic  skill,  along  with  greatly  improved 
facilities  for  the  manufacture  of  medicaments,  favor  an  approach 
toward  mathematical  exactness  in  computing  therapeutic  results. 
When  these  are  wanting  we  challenge  the  character  of  the  remedy. 
The  question  which  presents  itself  is:  Has  our  patient  received 
the  true  medicament  or  a  base  counterfeit?  However  attractive 
in  theory,  it  will  be  found  impractical  for  the  medical  profession 
to  drift  away  from  the  pharmacists,  and  it  should  be  our  aim  to 
reward  the  faithful  and  bring  the  guilty  to  punishment.  The 
friendly  bond  between  the  two  professions  should  be  honesty, 
as  neither  can  afford  to  work  independently,  there  is  an  inter- 
dependence which  makes  them  mutually  helpful. 

It  is  said  of  Lawson  Tait,  that  he  has  returned  to  first  princi- 
ples, and  carries  a  mill  with  him,  so  that  when  ergot  is  needed, 
he  prepares  it  fresh  with  his  own  hand.  The  reliable  character 
of  Squibb's  ether  has  been  maintained  through  his  business  saga- 
city in  having  it  prepared  chemically  pure  and  distributed  all 
over  the  world  in  sealed  cans,  thus  precluding  the  possibility  of 
sophistication  or  substitution. 

The  life  of  a  patient  suffering  from  rheumatism  may  depend 
upon  his  being  supplied  with  sodium  salicylate  prepared  by  a 
combination  of  Merck's  chemicslly  pure  bicarbonate  of  soda  and 
true  salicylic  acid  obtained  from  oil  of  wintergreen,  and  yet  few 
pharmacists,  even  in  large  cities,  pretend  to  keep  it  in  stock. 
They  are  the  exception  in  Philadelphia,  and  doubtless  the  same  is 
true  of  other  cities. 

Some  years  ago  Dr.  Squibb,  of  Brooklyn,  set  his  seal  on 
Marchand's  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  by  indorsing  its  character  and 
defending  its  merits  as  the  most  powerful  and  yet  harmless  bac- 
tericide which  could  be  employed  in  the  treatment[of  various 
formidable  and  fatal  diseases.  Dr.  Robert  T.  Morris,  Dr.  Paul 
Gibier,  and  other  well-known  authorities  have  corroborated  his 
statements  from  clinical  observation,  and  as  a  consequence,  a  re- 
volution has  taken  place  in  our  methods  of  treatment  in  both 
medical  and  surgical  practice.  The  efficacy  of  this  simple  remedy, 


EDITORIAL.  457 

its  innocuousness  and  extended  field  of  application,  have  shed  a 
flood  of  light  upon  modern  therapeutics,  but  at  the  same  time 
there  has  followed  in  its  train  a  host  of  worthless  imitations. 

The  substitution  of  the  commercial  for  the  medicinal  peroxide 
is  calculated  to  work  serious  injury  and  destroy  our  confidence  in 
a  most  potent  remedy.  In  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  for  ex- 
ample, the  commercial  product  is  positively  harmful.  When 
death  results,  shall  we  blame  the  attending  physician  or  the  un- 
scrupulous druggist  who  substitutes  a  base  imitation  for  the  gen- 
uine product?  And  still,  pharmacists  who  claim  to  be  respecta- 
ble, do  not  hesitate  to  thus  trifle  with  human  life.  Is  it  any 
wonder  then,  that  our  mortality  precentages  are  on  the  wrong 
side? 

Cascara  sagrada  has  been  counterfeited  and  sophisticated  until 
it  is  impossible  to  secure  a  reliable  preparation  of  this  most  use- 
ful medicament,  although  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  the  pioneers  in 
its  introduction,  have  adopted  every  means  in  their  power  for 
the  protection  of  the  medical  profession.  Antipyrin,  a  patented 
preparation,  has  met  with  phenomenal  sales,  and  possesses  dis- 
tinct therepeutical  properities,  and  as  a  result,  imitations  and 
substitutes  are  offered  to  take  its  place  in  medical  practice. 
Whether  these  imitations  are  better  or  worse  than  the  original 
product,  I  do  not  care  to  discuss;  neither  is  it  for  the  druggist  ta 
decide.  The  decision  here,  as  to  any  special  remedy  or  prepara- 
tion, rests  with  the  physician,  as  he  alone  is  responsible  for -the 
condition  of  his  patient;  no  one  else,  not  even  the  druggist, 
should  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  his  directions.  Substitu- 
tion is  an  evil  which  should  be  guarded  against;  it  is  an  evil 
which  we  must  eradicate,  or  the  entire  medical  structure  will 
collapse.  It  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  to  our  patients 
to  look  after  this  unnatural  condition  of  affairs  in  which  we  are 
so  vitally  interested,  and  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  a  sys- 
tematic effort  roust  be  made  with  a  view  to  accomplish  the  de- 
sired end. 

This  subject  is  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  with  the  suggestion  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed who  shall  recommend  suitable  measures  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  medical  profession  from  the  evils  of  substitution  and 
sophistication  on  the  part  of  uncrupulous  pharmacists.  Shall  we 
have  a  **list?"— Jb^n  Aulde,  M.D.^  in  (he  Journal  of  the  Ameri- 
eal  Medical  Association, 


t 


• 


458  REVIEWS   AND   BOOK  KOTICES. 


evuws  mtd  Mooh  Mvtices, 


Book  on  the  Physician  Himself,  and  Things  that  Concern  His 
Reputation  and  Success.  By  D.  W.  Cathell,  M.D.  New  tenth 
edition.  Thoroughly  revised,  enlarged,  and  rewritten.  In  one  hand- 
some royal  octavo  volume  of  348  pages.  Bound  in  extra  cloth.  Price, 
post-paid,  $2.     Philadelphia:  The  F.  A.  Davis  Co.,  Publishers. 

We  have  called  the  attention  of  our  readers  so  often  to  this 
valuable,  interesting,  and  most  entertaining  volume  that  it  seems 
a  work  of  supererogation  to  say  any  thing  more  than  that  the 
tenth  edition  has  been  published.  This  work,  a  valuable  contri- 
bution to  medical  literature  of  the  nineteenth  centurv,  in  its  first 
edition  took  the  medical  world  by  storm.  This,  the  author's  last 
revision  of  a  most  unique  production,  is  well  deserving  the  words 
of  commendation  we  have  previously  given  the  preceding  edi- 
tions, and  we  know  that  it  will  be  read  with  delight  and  profit 
by  all  who  will  take  the  time  to  peruse  its  pages.  It  is  unques- 
tionably a  book  that  should  be  on  the  table  of  every  physician, 
be  he  young  or  old.  It  is  truly  instructive  as  well  as  enter- 
taining. 

A  Tkeatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Nose  and  Throat.  By  Francke 
Huntington  Bosworth,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the 
Throat  in  Bellevne  Hospital  Medical  College ;  Consulting  Laryngologist 
to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital ;  Fellow  of  the  American  Laryngological 
Association  ;  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  ;  Member  of  the 
New  York  Laryngological  Society ;  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  New  York,  etc.  In  two  volumes.  Vol.  II. — Diseases  of  the 
Throat.  8vo.,  cloth,  pp.  832.  Illustrated  with  three  colored  plates 
and  125  wood-cuts.    New  York :  William  Wood  <&  Co.,  Publishers. 

This  excellent  volume,  after  some  delay,  is  before  us,  bristling 
with  practical  common  sense  and  scientific  truths.  The  best 
thoughts  of  all  modern  writers  on  laryngology  have  been  culled 
from  books,  journals,  pamphlets,  etc.,  and  distilled  and  filtered 
through  the  purifying  mind  of  the  author  until  no  dregs  are  left. 
Added  to  this  and  capping  the  condensed  views  of  his  colleagues 
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is  the  author's  own  rich  experience,  beautifully,  concisely,  and 
comprehensively  expressed.  The  improved  nomenclature  which 
**both  locates  the  morbid  process  and  defines  its  character'*  is 
an  admirable  feature  of  the  work.  To  the  student  of  laryngology 
it  is  indispensable,  to  ti:e  general  practitioner  most  valuable,  and 
to  the  laryngologist  sufficiently  scientific  to  satisfy  the  most  ex- 
acting. 

We  had  occasion  in  a  preceding  number  of  this  journal  to 
speak  in  very  high  terms  of  Dr.  Bosworth's  first  volume,  ''The 
Nose."  This,  if  it  were  possible,  is  superior  to  it.  The  two 
volumes  are  simply  magnificent,  and  Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  have 
left  nothing  undone  in  the  way  of  the  **  book-maker"  in  order 
to  present  these  valuable  ideas  of  a  careful  writer  and  observer 
in  most  appropriate  garb. 

OEREBRAii  Meningitis;  Its  History,  Diagnosis,  Prognosis,  and  Treat- 
ment. By  Martin  W.  Barr,  M.D.,  Besident  Physician  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Training  School  for  Feeble-minded  Children,  Elwyn  ;  formerly 
Besident  Physician  in  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  etc. 
12mo.,  pp.  93;  price,  25  cents.  (Physicians'  Leisure  Library  Series.) 
Detroit,  Mich.:  George  S.  Davis,  Publisher.     1892. 

We  have  here  a  very  excellent  little  monograph  on  the  various 
forms  of  meningitis,  with  the  general  treatment  and  history  of 
the  disease.  The  author  not  only  gives  his  own  valuable  expe- 
rience, but  collates  carefully  and  well  from  recognized  author- 
ities. 

A  Manual  of  Obstetrics.  By  A.  F.  A.  King,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Ob- 
stetrics and  Diseases  of  Women  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Co- 
lombian University,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  in  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, etc.  New  (fifth)  edition.  In  one  12mo.  volume  of  450  pa§^es, 
with  150  illustrations.  Cloth,  $2.50.  Philadelphia:  Lea  Brothers  & 
Co.     1892. 

King's  Manual  of  Obstetrics  is  such  a  favorite  with  medical 
students  and  many  practitioners  that  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to 
take  up  our  space  in  calling  attention  to  it;  and  we  would  not 
do  so,  only  we  wish  our  readers  to  know  that  the  fifth  edition  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  booksellers.  The  author  has  rewritten 
some  chapters,  however,  and  made  the  necessary  changes  that  the 
progress  of  the  science  of  obstetrics  and  improved  methods  have 
demanded.  Some  new  illustrations,  taken  from  Parvin's  excel- 
lent work  will  be  found  in  this  edition. 
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The  Use  of  Water  in  Modesn  Medicine.  By  Shcon  Babuch,  M.D.^. 
Attending  Physician  to  the  Manhattan  General  Hospital  and  Juvenile 
Asylum;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Montefiore  Home  for  Chronic  In- 
valids, etc.  12mo.,  pp.  228.  Vol.11.  (Physician's  Leisure  Library 
Series.)  Price,  25  cents.  George  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan, 1892. 

We  had  occasion  in  our  June  number  to  call  attention  to  the 
first  volume  of  Dr.  Baruch's  excellent  production.  In  volume 
two  we  find  even  more  to  commend.  Any  man  who  will  invest 
the  small  sum  of  fifty  cents  in  these  two  little  books  will  be  well 
repaid  for  his  money,  and  the  time  spent  in  carefully  going  over 
the  text. 

A  Manual  of  Organic  Matebia  Medica  :  Being  a  Guide  to  Materia 
Medica  of  the  Vegetable  and  Animal  Kingdoms.  For  the  use  of  Stu- 
dents, Druggists,  Pharmacists,  and  Physicians.  By  John  M.  Malbch, 
M.D.,  Phar.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany  in  the  Phiia- 
phia  College  of  Pharmacy.  New  (fifth)  edition,  thoroughly  revised. 
In  one  very  handsome  12mo.  volume  of  544  pages,  with  270  engravings. 
Cloth,  $3.    Philadelphia :  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.     1892. 

For  the  fifth  time  have  we  had  occasion  to  call  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  Professor  Maisch's  excellent  little  work.  In 
this  edition  we  find  many  valuable  changes  that  the  progress  of 
time  has  rendered  necessary.  The  text  of  the  preceding  edition 
has  been  carefully  revised,  with  the  view  of  rendering  the  char- 
acterization of  the  drugs  and  their  constituents  more  precise  and 
available  for  critical  research,  and  quite  a  number  of  new  illus- 
trations will  be  found.  As  a  thorough  and  complete  epitome  of 
organic  materia  medica  it  stands  without  a  parallel. 

Contributions  of  Physicians  to  English  and  Ahebican  Litebatubb. 
By  Robert  C.  Ksnner,  A.M.,  M.D.  12mo.,  pp.  93 ;  price,  paper,  25 
cents.  (Physicians'  Leisure  Library  Series.)  Detroit,  Mich.:  George 
S.  Davis,  Publisher.    1892. 

The  author  in  his  preface  says:   **The  object  of  this  little  vol- 
ume is  to  give  a^  account  of  the  activity  of  physicians  in  the 
field  of  general  literature.     It  is  impossible  in  a  volume  of  this 
size  to  give  more  than  an  outline  of  the  subject,  and  I  have  con- 
sidered only  the  most  prominent  authors."     Verhum  sap. 
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RATIONAL   SUGGESTIONS   IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF 

TYPHOID  FEVER* 


BY   J.    S.    CAIN,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Practice  of  Medicine  and  General  Pathology  in  the  Medical 
Department  University  of  Tennessee,  and  Professor  of  Practice 
of  Medicine  and  General  Pathology  in  che 
Sewanee  Medical  College. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Academy: 

It  does  not  come  within  the  purview  of  this  paper  to  discuss 
the  nature,  setiology,  pathology,  or  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever, 
and  these  matters  will  only  be  alluded  to  as  may  be  deemed  nec- 
essary in  discussing  its  treatment. 

To  inaugurate  the  treatment  of  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  the 
first  essential  step  is  to  be  assured  that  we  have  the  disease,  and 
here   we   often  encounter  the  first  stumbling-block,  as  I  verily 
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believe  that  no  man  can  within  the  first  week  at  least  determine, 
with  any  thing  like  certainty,  whether  a  case  of  continued  fever  is 
a  genuine  typhoid  or  some  other  type  of  disease.  He  may,  by 
carefully  weighing  the  history,  advent,  and  symptoms  of  the  case 
(where  these  can  be  reliably  obtained)  guess,  with  some  degree  of 
certainty,  within  the  first  three  days  from  the  invasion  of  the 
disease,  especially  if  it  is  a  well-marked  and  pronounced  case;  but 
the  great  majority  of  cases  in  their  inception  are  not  thus  well 
marked,  and  the  roost  astute  observer  and  most  careful  diagnos- 
tician is  often  chagrined,  just  at  the  time  when  he  has  concluded 
that  he  has  a  real  case  of  typhoid  upon  his  hands  and  is  making 
preparations  to  begin  the  battle  in  earnest,  to  see  his  fever  sub- 
side and  convalescense  set  in,  and  realize  that  he  has  had  but  a 
case  of  simple  continued  fever,  gastro-intestinal  catarrh,  mala- 
rial, remittent,  or,  may  be,  worm  fever.  Or,  again,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  apparent  simple  fever  which  he  has  promised  his 
» patient,  day  after  day,  would  cease  and  disappear,  like  Banquo's 
ghost,  will  not  down  at  his  bidding;  but,  on  the  contrary,  just 
about  the  time  that  his  promises  of  early  cure  become  exhausted 
and  his  prophesies  bankrupt,  the  disease  settles  down  into  un- 
questionable typhoid,  with  all  of  its  gloomy  and  unpropitious 
outlook. 

So,  with  this  state  of  affairs,  which  are  not  overdrawn,  and 
which  nearly  every  physician  has  experimentally  realized,  it  is 
evident  that  all  cases  of  continued  fever  must  in  their  inception 
and  until  the  lapse  of  this  uncertain  period  be  treated  very 
much  alike.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  conclusion  of  most  physi- 
cians, except  a  certain  class  who  make  haste  to  name  all  their 
apparently  continued  cases  typhoid,  claiming  the  early  recoveries 
as  cures  by  their  magic  methods,  and  the  true  cases  as  "I  told 
you  so." 

But  this  '* all-alike"  treatment  varies  very  materially  with 
certain  classes  of  practitioners.  A  very  large  number,  I  regret  to 
say,  having  the  phantom  of  malaria  ever  before  their  medical 
vision,  treat  nearly  all  fevers  with  vigorous  quinine,  hoping 
thereby  to  abort  the  disease.  This  method  is  even  used  by  some 
for  diagnostic  purposes,  who  reason :  If  the  disease  is  of  malarial 
origin,  quinine  will  break  it  up;  if  not  so  cured,  then  it  must  be  ty- 
phoid.    The  illustrious  Bowling  so  reasoned  and  so  taught,  show- 
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ing  thac  very  great  men  may  fall  iiito  very  egregious  fallacies. 

In  my  judgment,  no  greater  blunder  could  be  perpetrated  than 
that  of  treating  all  fevers,  even  in  their  inception,  with  indis* 
criminate  and  vigorous  quinine.  If  clearly  malarial  and  inter- 
mittent, this  treatment  will  succeed.  In  some,  malarial  remit- 
tents it  will  succeed ;  in  others,  even  of  malarial  origin,  where 
complications,  like  gastro-enteritis,  springs  up  early,  quinine 
alone  will  not  abort  the  disease,  but  often  aggravates  and  renders 
it  less  tractable.  Again,  if  genuine  typhoid,  this  early  and  free 
use  of  quinibe  produces  and  precipitates  an  amount  of  nervous 
and  motor  perturbation,  and  gastric  and  mental  irritability,  which 
prejudice  the  entire  subsequent  treatment  of  the  case. 

If  the  tyoe  of  fever,  misnamed  ''typho- malarial,"  which  I 
regard  as  a  specific  and  distinct  disease,  with  more  marked  blood 
degeneration  than  exists  in  typhoid,  then  this  vigorous  early  use 
of  quinine  I  regard  as  the  greatest  calamity  in  treatment  which 
could  be  inflicted  upon  a  patient  in  the  early  stage  of  such  dis- 
ease, and  a  blunder  in  practice  which  often  renders  the  subse- 
quent stages  of  the  case  wholly  intractible  to  treatment. 
«  Then,  in  my  judgment,  the  rational  treatment  of  all  continued 
fevers  during  the  first  week,  or  at  least  until  the  disease  has 
shown  a  decided  tendency  to  typification,  should  consist,  after 
the  observance  of  a  few  precautions  looking  to  perfect  sanitation 
and  to  the  encouragement  of  elimination,  in  an  expectant  plan, 
treating  the  symptoms  as  they  arise,  and  carefully  observing  in- 
dications for  specific  medication,  as  the  prudent  General,  who  re- 
pels the  advance  lines  of  the  enemy,  but  guards  with  most  special 
care  against  flank  movements  of  his  main  force  in  reserve. 

It  is  well  before  engaging  in  a  contest  with  this  formidable 
disease,  to  estimate  carefully  the  condition  of  affairs  with  which 
we  are  expected  to  contend. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  disease,  after  the  prodromal  period  has 
passed  and  the  fever  has  actually  set  in,  we  have  to  deal  with  a 
system  impregnated  by  a  specific  alkaloid  poison,  which  has 
been  manufactured  during  the  incubation  period  within  the 
intestines  and  lymphoid  structures  immediately  connected  there- 
with by  a  specific  germ  (the  bacillus  typhosus  of  Klebs  or  Eberth, 
as  you  prefer).  At  this  period  the  germ  multiplication  and  pto- 
maine production  has  to  a  great  extent  Qeased,  as  I  believe  that 
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it  is  a  general  law  applicable  to  micro^^rg^nisms  when  they  have 
generated  sufficient  tozines  to  poison  their  host  or  immediate  sur- 
roundings, they  cease  to  multiply  or  even  exist  in  large  numbers, 
and  become  practically  torpid — ^awaiting  further  changes — or 
further  propagate  by  sporification.  I  mention  this  by  way  of 
disapproval  of  an  idea  prevalent  with  some  practitioners — ^the 
use  of  remedies  of  a  germicidal  or  antiseptic  nature,  with  the 
idea  of  arresting  germ  action  and  ptomaine  production  in  the  in- 
testines. 

The  rational  theory,  founded  upon  what  we  really  know  of 
these  processes,  is,  that  after  sufficient  typhoid  toxines  have  been 
manufactured  and.  absorbed  into  the  system  to  inaugurate  the 
disease,  we  have  no  further  cause  to  fear  infection  from  that 
source,  and  our  only  rational  indication  for  treatment  consists  in 
an  effort  to  assist  nature  in  elimination  of  the  poison  already  dif- 
fused throughout  the  system,  and  in  sustaining  the«  dynamic 
forces  of  the  economy  while  this  critical  work  is  being  accom- 
plished. The  only  care  essential  with  regard  to  the  intestines  is 
to  be  assured  that  this  great  sewer-(]|/*ain  is  kept  unobstructed, 
uncontaminated,  and  in  as  favorable  condition  as  possible  for  the 
performance  of  its  important  duty  of  carrying  off  the  waste  ma- 
terial so  characteristic  of  this  fever.  The  only  other  source  of 
infection  liable  to  occur  during  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  an 
auto-infection  from  defective  oxygenation  and  elimination  of  the 
vast  amount  of  excrementitious  and  nitrogenous  waste  material, 
thrown  off  from  the  rapidly  disintegrating  tissues.  The  reten- 
tion of  this  often  protracts  a  case  beyond  ordinary  or  accountable 
limits,  resulting  in  lymphangitis,  parotitis,  furuncles,  swelling  of 
feet  and  legs,  etc.,  and  protracting  indefinitely  a  case  which 
otherwise  would  have  reached  convalescense  in  the  usual  twenty- 
one  days. 

Before  engaging  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  which  we 
have  declared  is  the  product  of  a  special  poison,  let  us  inquire 
what  is  the  effect  of  this  toxic  principle  which  has  invaded  the 
system  and  brought  about  a  pathological  condition,  the  most 
conspicuous  characteristic  of  which  is  fever  (or  elevation  of  body 
temperature  above  the  normal),  of  a  peculiar  character,  called 
specific,  a  fever  which  tends  to  pursue  very  much  of  a  systematic 
and  uniform  course,  and,  when  uncomplicated  by  intercurrent 
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conditions,  and  unprotracted  by  ulcerative  or  suppurative  changes, 
possessing  a  strong  tendency  to  terminate  in  about  three  weeks 
from,  its  inception.  Another  effect  of  this  poison  is  expended 
Upon  the  brain  and  mental  and  emotional  functions,  manifesting 
itselE  early  in  listlessness  and  dullness;  later,  m  mental  hebetude; 
and  gradually,  as  the  disease  progresses,  deepening  into  somno- 
lence, muttering  delirium,  and  finally  attaining  its  climax  in 
profound  delirium,  often  of  a  maniacal  character.  It  also  spends 
its  force  upon  the  motor  centers,  showing  its  effects  early  in  great 
prostration,  relaxation  of  fibre,  tremulousness,  and  finally  in 
subsultus  tendinum.  Another  effect  upon  the  economy  is  ob- 
served in  its  rapid  spoliation  of  tissue  and  molecular  waste  in  in- 
terstitialy  and  especially  muscular  structure,  producing  profound 
weakness,  in  which  the  heart  largely  participates. 

It  also  results  in  organic  complications  and  local  disease  ex- 
pressions. The  liver  and  spleen  become  engorged  and  hyper- 
trophied;  the  kidneys  hypersemic;  the  bronchia  early  manifest  a 
catarrhal  inflammation,  which  early  subsides;  hypostasis  is  con- 
spicuous as  the  disease  advances,  manifesting  itself  most  fre- 
quently in  lobar  pneumonia;  the  skin  shows  its  influence  in  a 
peculiar  eruption;  but  the  most  characteristic  and  unvarying  ex- 
pression of  this  disease-producing  principle  is  located  in  the  mu- 
cous membranes,  but  more  particularly  in  the  lymphoid  struct- 
ures of  the  small  intestines.  Early  in  the  disease  great  engorge- 
ment of  the  mucous  membrane,  with  exfoliation  of  epithelium,  is 
noted;  next  proliferation  and  elevation  of  the  solitary  and  agmi- 
nated  follicles,  especially  the  latter,  termed  glands  of  Peyer, 
located  largely  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  ileum.  Later  on 
these  patches  of  proliferated  lymphoid  tissue,  if  not  repaired  by 
resolution,  as  in  most  favorable  cases,  take  on  necrotic  ulcera- 
tion and  slough  out,  leaving  the  characteristic  typhoid  ulcer  with 
its  tendency  to  perforate  through  the  muscular  coat  of  the  intes- 
tine, producing  local  peritonitis  or  destruction  of  life  by  hemorrhage 
from  the  eroded  blood  vessels  included  in  the  ulcers.  8uch  is 
now  the  geneially  conceded  toxic  agent  which  produces  the  dis- 
ease which  we  propose  to  treat,  and  the  pathological  conditions 
and  structural  changes  are  too  well  established  to  admit  of  ques- 
tion. 

Such  is  the  enemy  which  we  are  to  encounter  in  our  treatment 
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of  this  malady.  Such  its  modes  of  warfare,  and  such  are  the 
avenues  to  the  citadel  of  life  which  we  are  called  to  guard  and 
defend. 

Typhoid  fever  may,  for  clinical  considerations,  be  divided  into 
four  periods.  The  first  three  of  seven  days  each,  marking  the 
increase,  acme,  and  decrease  of  the  pyrexial  period,  and  one  of  in- 
definite length,  resulting  from  inter-current  complications  and  ag- 
gravated conditions,  caused  most  often  by  mismanagement,  or 
imprudence  of  the  patient. 

The  treatment  during  the  first  week,  as  I  have  before  inti- 
mated, should  be  very  much  the  same  as  in  other  continued  fe- 
vers. If,  however,  there  exists  a  reasonable  suspicion  of  typhoid, 
the  utmost  care  should  be  exercised,  erring,  if  at  all,  on  t^ie  safe 
side.  The  patient  should  be  placed  in  a  well- ventilated,  cleanly 
room,  where  an  unobstructed  and  free  supply  of  uncontaminated 
air  can  be  had.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  paid  to  this  precau- 
tion. A  bountiful  supply  of  oxygen  is  requisite  from  the  begin- 
ning, to  meet  the  wants  of  the  destructive  metabolism  which  is 
going  on  throughout  the  economy.  The  lungs  play  no  small 
part  in  elimination,  and  to  place  a  patient  in  a  small  and  insuf- 
ficently  ventilated  apartment,  surrounded  by  a  curious  crowd  to 
consume  the  oxygen  and  contaminate  the  air,  is  to  insure  to  that 
patient  a  protracted  case,  if  not  a  fatal  ending.  But  one  or  two 
attendants,  if  possible,  should  be  admitted,  and  these  should  be 
persons  familiar  to  the  patient.  Every  precaution  should  be 
taken  to  preserve  and  conserve  the  mental  and  physical  forces. 
Cause  for  thought,  wonder,  anxiety,  fear,  or  mental  emotions  of 
all  kinds,  shduld  be  guarded  against,  as  these  are  all  brain  spolia- 
tives,  and  intensify  the  symptoms.  Bodily  exertion  should  like- 
wise be  prohibited.  Jumping  up,  walking  around,  going  to  the 
water-closet,  and  such  indiscretions  as  are  usually  indulged  in, 
should  be  strictly  interdicted  from  the  beginning,  as  these  all 
add  to  the  consumption  of  muscular  tissue,  and  increase  molecu- 
lar disintegration,  which  is  the  very  condition  we  should  most 
strenuously  guard  against.  The  patient  should  be  kept  quietly 
in  bed,  and  when  the  bowels  or  bladder  are  evacuated,  a  bed-pau 
should  be  used.  A  state  of  perfect  mental  and  bodily  quietude 
should  be  maintained  as  nearly  as  possible,  excluding  noises 
and  disturbances  of  every  kind,  even  guarding  against  foot-sounds 
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from  the  floor.  Nature  gives  us  a  pointer  here,  and  to  follow 
nature's  indications  is  always  safe.  She  has  from  the  beginning 
surrounded  the  typhoid  patient  with  a  mental  and  physical  con- 
dition which  is  averse  to  thought  or  action,  and  these  functions 
are  only  exercised  in  this  disease  when  suggested  by  others  or 
provoked  by  necessity.  No  discussions  should  be  entered  into, 
or  questions  asked  the  patient  as  to  the  character  or  quantity  of 
food.  The  diet  will  be  alluded  to  further  on,  and  the  quantity 
must  be  determined  by  the  physician  or  nurse,  prepared  and 
taken  to  the  patient,  who,  if  a  case  of  typhoid,  will  take  it  with- 
out question  or  opposition.  To  object  and  express  likes  and  dis- 
likes would  argue  very  strongly  against  the  typhoid  diagnosis. 

The  first  step  in  the  line  of  treatment  after  having  arranged 
the  room  and  provided  a  suitable  bed,  which  should  be  an  elastic 
mattress,  and  placed  in  or  near  the  center  of  the  room,  should  be 
a  careful  but  thorough  sponging  of  the  entire  body  of  the  pa- 
tient with  tepid  water  and  soap,  and  dressing  in  clean  and  well- 
aired  linen.  The  skin  is  called  upon  to  perform  a  large  portion 
of  the  elimination  throughout  the  disease,  and  should  early  be 
placed,  and  afterwards  kept,  in  the  most  favorable  condition  by 
frequent  cleansings  and  changes  of  linen. 

Another  precaution  to  be  observed  is  the  prompt  and  careful 
removal  from  the  room  of  all  evacuations  from  the  bowels  or 
ejections  from  the  stomach.  These  are  probably  the  only  mat- 
ters which  contain  in  them  the  possibilities  of  infection.  Ihis 
precaution  is  almost  universally  observed,  but  by  many,  I  think, 
under  a  fallacious  theory  that  by  not  taking  this  precaution  the 
patient  may  become  further  infected  by  the  typhoid  poison.  I 
believe  that  when  an  individual  has  once  imbibed  enough  of 
typhoid  toxine  to  set  up  the  disease  that  no  further  infection 
can  come  to  that  individual  from  that  cause,  any  more  than  a 
second  vaccination  will  impress  a  system  laboring  under  vaccine 
fever,  or  an  inoculation  with  the  virus  of  small-pox  impress  the 
system  of  one  while  in  the  febrile  throes  of  that  disease.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  typhoid  patient  is  immune  from  the  infection  of 
the  typhoid  bacillus  or  its  toxine  from  the  time  of  the  initial 
chill  or  fever  throughout  that  attack,  if  not  during  the  remain- 
der of  life;  but  the  precaution  is  essential  to  protect  others  from 
the  infection  of  these  dejections,  which  onl}   become  poisonous 
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when  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  or  ground-soil  air.  They  should 
be  carefully  rendered  aseptic  by  the  use  of  some  of  the  approved 
substauces,  and  placed  beyond  the  possibility  of  contaminating 
water,  food,  or  air  supply.  • 

Epistaxis,  bronchial  irritations,  mental  hebetude,  gastric  irri- 
tability, motor  disturbances,  headache,  diarrhoea,  and  pyrexia, 
gradually  advancing  with  morning  remissions  and  evening  exacer- 
bations, are  the  conditions  which  confront  us  during  the  first 
week.  The  first  five  enumerated  seldom  call  for  any  special 
attention;  they  seem  a  part  of  the  developing  stage  of  the  fever 
which  pass  off  in  three  or  four  days  as  it  progresses. 

Headache  of  a  neuralgic  character  is  often  a  distressing  symp- 
tom during  the  first  few  days.  This  may  be  palliated  by  hydrate 
of  chloral,  the  bromides,  sulphonal,  and  such  remedies  generally 
as  obtund  nervous  reflexes,  but  it  is  questionable  if  these  are  not 
all  more  or  less  injurious.  This  symptom  usually  subsides  in  three 
or  four  days,  and  the  best  plan  is  to  rely  upon  cooling  applica- 
tions and  chloroform,  menthol,  or  ammonia  locally,  and  abstain 
from  treating  by  internal  remedies. 

Diarrhoea  is  often  a  symptom  of  the  first  few  days.     Unless  so 
exaggerated  as  to  threaten  exhaustion,  I  prefer  to  let  this  alone, 
believing  that  it  is  one  of  nature's  conservative  efforts  to  elimi- 
nate poison.     If  so  severe  as  to  require  treatment,  a  few  small 
doses  of  opium  and  bismuth  will  hold  it  in  reasonable  restraint. 
Again,  the  bowels  are  occasionally  inactive  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  call  for  purgation.     In  either  event  the  treatment  should  be 
inaugurated  by  the  administration  of  from  four  to  six  small  doses 
of  calomel,  given  three  hours  apart.     If  diarrhoea  exists,  the  dose 
should  be  very  small  (say  one-fourth  grain),  with  one  or  two 
grains  of  Dover's  powder.     This  will  often  modify  the  diarrhoea 
by  changing  the  character  of  glandular  secretions  discharged  into 
the  upper  bowels.     If  inactive  bowels  exist,  a  larger  dose  should 
be  given,  say  one-half  grain  each  three  hours  till  four  or  five 
doses  have  been  administered,  which  should  be  followed  by  a 
saline  purgative.     This  treatment  will  often  relieve  the  whole 
group  of  early  symptoms,  including  headache,  and  place  the  in- 
testines in  the  best  possible  condition  to  perform  the  important 
duties  and  sustain  the  trying  ordeal  which  await  them  further 
on.     This  early  calomel  treatment  is  applicable  in  the  beginning 
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of  all  continued  fevers,  and,  with  Wunderlich,  Liebermeister, 
and  Friedreich,  I  regard  it  equally  called  for  in  typhoid. 

The  fever  usually  attains  its  inazimum  of  about  104^  F.  by 
the  end  of  the  first  week,  when  the  much  vexed  question  will 
be  presented  for  our  consideration,  How  to  treat  the  hyperpy- 
rexia? Shall  we  combat  the  increased  temperature?  If  so,  when? 
When  shall  we  commence  the  fight,  and  where  shall  the  line  of 
battle  be  formed?  Great  diversity  of  opinion  exists  upon  these 
points,  and  much  discussion  has  taken  place,  and  is  still  in  prog- 
ress. One  clas9  of  reasoners  claim  that  pyrexia  is  the  great 
enemy  to  be  combatted,  that  it  is  directly  the,  result  of  the  action 
of  typhoid  poison  upon  the  thermal  centers,  and  that  the  tissue 
waste  aud  blood  disorganization  are  all  caused  by  high  tempera- 
ture. Such  reasoners  of  necessity  favor  the  antipyretic  idea  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  keep  temperature  below  the  spoliative  point. 
Another  class  (and  I  believe  that  they  represent  a  growing  senti- 
ment in  the  profession)  believe  that  tissue  waste  and  blood  de- 
generacy, so  conspicuous  in  this  disease,  are  directly  the  result 
of  the  materies  morbi,  rather  than  of  high  temperature,  and  that 
this  rapid  molecular  disintegration  going  on  in  the  tissues  calls 
for  increased  oxygenation  and  combustion,  and  that  exalted 
pyrexia  becomes  a  conservator  of  the  economy  to  be  encouraged 
rather  than  arrested.  Such  reasons  would  not  interfere  with 
heat  production,  but  rather  encourage  heat  dispersion.  Prob- 
ably the  rational  idea  resides  at  a  conservative  point  between 
these  two  extremes.  That  hyperpyrexia  is  nature's  conservator 
in  this  disease,  I  believe,  but  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  must 
be  restrained  within  certain  limits.  When  a  very  high  body 
temperature  exists  and  persists  for  a  considerable  time,  it  must 
become  at  least  a  disorgauizer  of  the  blood  and  a  depressor  of 
the  dynamic  forces  of  nature.  Many  authors  and  teachers  estab- 
lish what  they  are  pleased  to  call  a  'Manger  line,"  below  which 
they  regard  pyrexia  as  harmless,  but  above  which  they  regard  as 
a  call  to  battle.  This  point  has  by  general  consent  been  estab- 
lished at  103°  F.  I  would  not  WIdt  for  this  indication,  but  would 
commence  as  soon  as  a  decided  fever  became  established,  not 
subsiding  or  intermitting  at  any  time  during  the  twenty-four 
hours  of  the  day,  by  remedies  favoring  heat  dispersion.    • 

The  idea  (peculiarly  German)  of  reducing  temperature  in  this 
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>ping  it  down  by  cold  bath^  admiDiatered  either 
Idei'ly,  if  statiatica  of  German  hospitals  can  be 
greatly  reduced  the  death-rate.  The  treatment 
>il,  strong  points  of  excellence.  The  body  tem- 
ly  can  thus  be  lowered  to  or  below  normal,  and 
The  blood  can  be  cooled;  th^  nerve  centers,  re- 
depression  of  hyper-heated  blood,  resume  their 
ecretion,  excretion,  and  elimination  are  reSstab- 
■  twitching  is  superseded,  and  I  sense  of  comfort 
le  time  comes  to  the  patient.  *The  method  of 
r  practiced,  and  Liebermeister  is  the  great  high- 
ire,  however,  valid  objections  to  this  seemingly 
nent,  and  it  has  never  been  adopted  to  any  con- 
in  other  countries. 

I  worry  to  the  patient,  the  further  depression  of 
ary  circulation  already  too  feeble,  the  tendency 
-he  danger  from  heart  weakness,  hemorrhage, 
>neumoDia,  altogether  more  than  counterbalance 
jtained  from  the  cold-bath  treatment. 
naent,  a  modified  form  of  the  same  idea  has  be- 
popular— t,  e.,  keeping  down  excessive  heat  by 
rface  of  the  body  with  cold  water,  thus  cooling 
le  surface  or  cooling  area,  soothing  the  peri- 
dings,  and  accomplishing  very  much  the  same 
by  the  cold  bath  without  its  objectionable  feat- 
:gard  as  a  rational  part  of  antipyresis  in  this 

eutic  agents  have  long  been  looked  upon  by  the 
lable  adjuncts  in  the  treatment  of  febrile  condi- 
i  the  modern  antipyretic  idea  was  conceived, 
termed  febrifuges,  or  fever  mixtures,  and  acted 
pboretics,  diuretics,  and  elimiuants.  Of  these, 
nitrous  ether,  neutral  mixture  liquor  acetate  of 
may  be  mentioned.  These,  in  my  judgment, 
al  and  important  place  in  the  therapy  of  typhoid 
datives  like  veratrum  viride  and  aconite  next 
as  fever  dispellers  with  many  practitioners, 
tring  the  blood -pressure,  cutting  off  blood  sup* 
mes,  lessening  oxydation  and  combustion,  and 
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consequently  lowering  heat  production.  In  many  febrile  condi- 
tions these  are  valuable,  but  their  tendency  to  retard  oxydation 
and  to  exaggerate  muscular  and  heart  inertia  especially  exclude 
them  from  use  in  this  disease. 

Quinine  in  large  or  antipyretic  doses  became  quite  a  hobby 
with  many  eminent  physicians  one  or  two  decades  back  in  the 
treatment  of  the  hyperpyrexia  of  typhoid,  and  for  a  time  was 
regarded  with  general  favor.  There  are  many  valid  objections 
to  its  employment  in  this  way.  It  is  irrational,  does  not  shorten 
the  duration  of  the  disease,  but  is  liable  to  do  as  much  mischief, 
and  for  this  reason  it  has  justly  been  relegated  to  a  place  with 
the  lost  arts  in  therapy, 

A  class  of  antipyretic  remedies  were  precipitated  upon  the 
notice  of  the  profession  a  few  years  since  mostly  by  medicine 
manufacturers,  who  are  always  very  kind  in  instructing  physi- 
cians as  to  what  to  use,  and  how  and  when  to  employ  the  remedy. 
These  remedies  are  all  more  or  less  the  product  of  coal-tar.  The 
primary  products  and  compounds  which  have  been  prepared  by 
the  aforementioned  medicine  men  are  very  numerous,  with  sug- 
gestive and  euphonious  names.  Nearly  every  mail  brings  a 
batch  of  samples  and  circulars  announcing  some  new  candidate 
for  public  favor  in  this  line,  with  a  circular  letter  containing  a 
bid  for  gullible  and  advertising  doctors  to  send  certificates. 

The  primary  products  are  practically  similar  in  their  thera- 
peutic effect,  the  chief  difference  existing  in  the  certificates  of 
excellence  which  the  more  energetic  manipulators  have  induced 
thoughtless  physicians  to  sign  for  publication.  They  are  cer- 
tainly depressors  of  pyrexia.  Their  mode  of  action  is  not  defi- 
nitely known,  but  the  consensus  of  therapeutic  opinion  is  that 
they  act  by  so  changing  the  hsemaglobin  of  the  red  corpuscles 
as  to  destroy  or  impair  its  oxygen-carrying  powers,  thereby  cut- 
ting off  the  supply  of  oxygen  to  the  tissues,  lessening  combus- 
tion, and  consequently  lowering  heat  production.  They  hold  a 
valuable  place  in  the  treatment  of  some  fevers,  and  in  the  rational 
treatment  of  typhoid  may  be  occasionally  and  carefully  used  with 
good  results;  but  for  persistent  and  continued  use  in  this  fever 
they  are  sharply  and  decidedly  contra-indicated.  Unfortunately, 
these  remedies  have  been  largely  and  generally  employed  in  the 
treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  and  doubtless  have  done  much  har 
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They  have  wafted  many  poor  victims  before  their  time  to  the 
distant  shore  of  the  dark  and  turbid  stream,  and  doubtless,  de- 
spite my  protest  to  the  contrary,  as  the  camp-meeting  song  says 
of  the  old  ship  of  Zion,  ''  will  land  as  many  more." 

Then,  to  sum  up  after  this  digression  as  to  antipyretics  and 
their  use.  During  the  first  week,  after  giving  the  above-sug- 
gested attention  to  the  bowels,  the  patient  should  have  each 
three  hours  (except  sleeping  hours)  a  proper  dose  of  neutral 
mixture  or,  what  is  chemically  the  same,  solution  of  citrate  of 
potassa.  This  acts  gently  upon  the  kidneys  and  skin,  slightly 
lowers  pyrexia,  and  encourages  elimination;  besides,  it  meets 
well  the  indication  for  doing  something  demanded,  if  not  by  the 
patient,  by  the  family.  During  this  week,  as  well  as  later  on, 
many  practititioners  give  tinct.  of  iodine,  carbolic  acid,  sulpho- 
carbolate  of  zinc,  and  other  agents  of  this  character,  which  they 
regard  as  valuable  in  arresting  sepsis  and  in  antagonizing  poisons 
in  the  intestines.  From  what  I  have  before  intimated,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  say  that  in  this  fever  I  oppose  making  the  fight  in 
the  intestines  with  antiseptic  and  antidotal  remedies,  but  would 
make  it  in  the  general  system  with  stimulants,  elimiuants,  and 
expectants. 

Sponging  with  cold  water,  (no  good  in  mixing  with  alcohol  or 
vinegar),  should  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  fever  ceases  to 
intermit  and  attains  to  a  temperature  of  102^  F.  at  its  exacerba- 
tion, and  kept  up  at  regular  and  sufficiently  frequent  intervals 
until  the  remission  period  again  shows  a  temperature  something 
near  normal. 

A  badly  neglected  method  of  repressing  pyrexia  and  energiz- 
ing elimination  is  the  giving  and  encouraging  of  pure,  cold  water 
drinks  to  the  patient  at  regular  and  moderately  frequent  inter- 
vals. This  lowers  temperature  by  its  presence  in  the  system, 
flushes  the  blood  with  solvent  fluid,  dissolves  waste  matter,  and 
eliminates  through  the  skin,  kidneys,  and  lungs,  and  also  cooling 
the  surface  by  evaporation  of  the  increased  skin  moisture.  If 
the  stomach  cannot  be  relied  upon  for  this  purpose,  often  the 
same  end  may  be  accomplished  by  occasional  irrigation  with  cool 
water  to  the  rectum. 

The  diet  of  the  typhoid  patient  is  a  matter  of  as  much  im- 
portance as  medication.     The  character  of  diet  to  be  used  may 
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be  formulated:  Liquid,  nutritious,  digestible.  Such  articles  are 
admissible  as  are  easily  taken  up,  requiring  little  effort  to  digest, 
and  leaving  little  detritus  or  undigested  waste  matter  to  plague 
the  irritable  bowel. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  first  week  other  characteristic 
symptoms  begin  to  crop  out.  The  pulse  begins  to  show  evidence 
of  increased  heart  weakness  in  its  frequency,  hardness,  and  con- 
tractions; the  glandular  secretions  are  greatly  lessened;  the  mouth 
becomes  gummy  and  dry;  the  tongue  coated  with  inspissated 
mucous  and  exfoliated  epithelium,  is  red  at  edges,  and  tending 
to  become  thick,  narrow,  and  pointed;  the  skin  is  sallow  aud 
dry.  The  characteristic  eruption  should  make  its  appearance 
upon  the  chest  and  abdomen,. but  most  often  fails.  The  bowels 
begin  to  show  tympany,  with  tenderness  along  the  track  of  the 
lower  ileum;  the  urine  becomes  scant  and  heavily  loaded  with 
waste  matters.  Here  many  inaugurate  the  use  of  topical  reme- 
dies to  the  abdomen,  like  painting  with  iodine,  the  use  of  turpen- 
tine stupes,  hot  fomentations,  etc.  It  is  questionable  if  there  is 
any  good  in  all  of  this  line  of  treatment,  but  possibly  more  or 
less  harm  in  frequent  worry  to  the  patient.  A  mixture  of  cam- 
phor and  turpentine  applied  over  the  abdomen  meets  the  demands 
for  doing  something  and  accomplishes  all  the  good  that  can  be 
had  from  local  remedies. 

As  the  second  week  progresses  all  of  these  symptoms  grow  more 
pronounced.  The  tongue  becomes  dryer,  darker,  and  more 
pointed;  sordes  commences  to  collect  upon  the  teeth  and  gums; 
the  pulse  seems  smaller,  harder,  and  more  frequent;  the  tympany 
increases  and  assumes  the  form  of  meteorism;  the  muscular  waste 
and  debility  are  daily  more  and  more  pronounced;  the  patient 
inclines  to  lie  upon  the  back  and  to  slip  down  in  bed;  the  in- 
somnia and  muttering  delirium  gradually  intensify  and  tend 
toward  perfect  delirium.  Asthenia  is  the  prominent  character- 
istic of  the  case  now,  and  we  feel  that  we  want  something  to 
arouse  thd  functional  activity  of  the  emunctories.  At  this  point 
in  the  disease  Drs.  George  B.  Wood  and  H.  C.  Wood  recom- 
mended spirits  of  turpentine,  believing  that  it  acted  locally  on 
the  inflamed  bowels.  Its  effect  in  relieving  tympany  and  dry- 
ness of  the  mucous  membrane  was  apparent.  It  was  for  a  great 
while  generally  employed  by  the  profession  in  from  ten  to  twenty 
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drop  doses  upon  this  theory.  After,  awhile  the  bacillus  theorj 
of  typhoid  production  took  hold  upon  the  medical  mind,  and  an 
adaptation  of  the  old  practice  to  the  new  idea  became  necessary. 
Those  who  could  not  question  the  efficacy  of  the  turpentine  prac- 
tice switched  off  on  a  new  theory  as  to  its  modus  operandi.  They 
claim  that  it  is  a  germicide,  and  that  its  good  effects  are  owing 
to  its  germ-destroying  powers  in  the  intestines.  Some  of  the 
most  recent  authors,  like  Drs.  Osier  and  Page,  in  their  works  on 
practice  incline  to  discard  the  remedy  entirely,  and  declare  it  ab- 
solutely useless  in  the  disease. 

My  rational  idea  is  that  spirits  of  turpentine  is  one  of  the  best 
and  most  efficient  remedies  known  in  typhoid  fever;  that  it  does 
not  act  locally,  as  Dr.  Wood  taught;  that  it  does  not  act  as  a 
germicide  or  antiseptic,  as  many  others  claim,  but  that  it  acts  as 
a  true  tonic  in  arousing  the  intestinal  as  well  as  other  glands  to 
functional  activity ;  that  normal  secretion  is  thereby  encouraged 
and  dryness  relieved;  that  the  elimination  of  gases  is  suspended 
in  the  bowels  and  tympany  arrested.  At  the  time  when  we  have 
evidence  of  the  failure  of  these  functions  in  arrest  of  secretion 
and  tj'mpanites  is  the  indication  for  the  commencement  of  the 
use  of  turpentine.  It  should  be  given  to  adults  in  doses  of  five 
minims  each  three  hours  in  emulsion  of  syrup  of  acacia.  If 
there  exists  much  bowel  irritability,  fifteen  grains  subnit.  of 
bismuth  may  be  suspended  with  each  dose.  Where  the  taste  is 
particularly  offensive,  it  may  be  mixed  with  bismuth  into  a  mass 
and  put  into  capsules.  In  this  way  five  minims  of  turpentine 
and  six  to  eight  grains  of  bismuth  may  be  put  into  a  number 
two  capsule  and  given  without  taste.  The  turpentine  should  be 
kept  up  while  the  condition  continues  which  called  for  its  em- 
ployment. When  this  treatment  is  discontinued,  a  compound 
consisting  of  equal  amounts  of  mur.  tinct.  of  iron,  dilute  muriatic 
and  dilute  phosphoric  acids,  in  fifteen-drop  doses,  given  four 
times  a  day  may  be  advantageously  substituted. 

If  the  case  now  progresses  favorably,  without  complications  or 
grave  exaggerations,  as  it  usually  will,  if  the  rational  caution, 
care,  and  simple  treatment  suggested  have  been  carried  out;  and 
there  will  be  but  little  necessity  for  further  treatment.  The 
pyrexia  will  begin  to  show  evidences  of  decline  after  the  fifteenth 
day  of    the  disease,  and   gradually  drop   down  and  disappear, 
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reaching  the  point  of  convalesence  about  the  twenty-first  day. 
During  the  period  of  defervescence  it  is  well  to  give,  for  tonic 
purposes,  a  few  small  doses  of  quinine  between  the  hours  of 
3  A.M.  and  11  a.m.,  succeeded  as  convalescence  comes  on  by 
nux  vomica  or  strychnia,  iron,  and  arsenic. 

But  all  cases  do  not  thus  uninterruptedly  recover.  The  end 
of  the  second  week  reaches  a  period  of  great  possible  evils.  The 
intestinal  and  mesenteric  glands  have  about  reached  their  most 
exaggerated  stage  of  proliferation  and  tumefaction.  Ulceration 
of  these  structures  is  liable  to  set  in,  resulting  during  the  third 
week  in  an  exaggeration  of  all  the  bad  symptoms.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  deaths  in  typhoid  fever  result  from  local  intestinal 
lesions.  Perforations,  local  peritonitis,  and  hemorrhage  come  from 
this  source,  and  constitute  by  far  the  greatest  to  be  dreaded  com- 
plications in  the  latter  stages.  Symptoms  of  ulceration  in  Peyer's 
patches  call  for  no  additional  treatment,  but  a  tigid  adherance  to 
that  already  suggested.  Turpentine  and  bismuth  probably  con- 
stitute the  best  internal  treatment  during  this  period. 

The  accumulation  of  offensive  matter  should  be  washed  out  of 
the  lower  bowels  by  daily  lavements  of  tepid  water.  If  tympany 
or  meteorism  become  distressing,  it  may  be  removed  from  the 
'  colon  by  the  introduction  of  a  flexible  tube  within  the  sigmoid 
flexure;  but  the  most  annoying  tympany  in  this  disease  is  above 
the  possibility  of  such  evacuation. 

Intestinal  hemorrhage,  which  may  be  feared  at  any  time  dur- 
ing this  process,  can  only  be  met  by  opiates,  morphia  and  atropia, 
hypoderroically  administered,  andergotine  used  in  the  same  way. 

Hypostatic  complications  may  be  looked  for  about  this  time, 
and  prove  another  cause  of  protraction  in  the  disease.  Bed  sores 
caused  by  long  dorsal  decubitus  and  pressure  upon  poorly  nour- 
ished intesrument  call  for  protection  from  further  pressure  and 
irritation. 

Pneumonia  also  results  from  hypostasis,  and  must  be  treated, 
as  far  as  practicable,  as  this  disease  would  be  treated  under  other 
circumstances.  Quinine,  carbonate  of  ammonia,  and  digitalis 
become  indispensable  should  this  complication  arise.  These 
hypostatic  conditions  may  in  a  great  meaaure  be  averted  by  pay- 
ing proper  attention  to  the  decubitus  of  the  patient  in  the  early 
stages.     Enforced  lying  upon  the  sides  instead  of  the  back,  as  is 
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the  tendeocf  in  typhoid,  will  reduce  the  riak  from  hypostasis  to 
the  miDimum. 

There  are  other  more  rare  prostrating  aad  exhausting  compli- 
cations and  deapoilers  of  muscular  strength  and  cardiac  force 
which  call  for  the  careful  conservation  of  vital  forces  and  prRser- 
vation  of  tissue  integrity.  In  this  condition,  especially  when 
cardiac  inertia  is  present  or  threatening,  it  has  been  fashionable, 
since  Dr.  Todd,  of  Edinburg,  over  fifty  years  ago,  brought  the 
idea  prominently  to  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession,  to 
rely  largely  on  alcoholic  liquors,  in  the  belief  that  they  were 
stimulants,  conservators  of  force,  and  even  nutrients. 

After  a  careful  and  thoughtful  study  of  this  subject,  I  have 
reluctantly  and  against  firm  early  convictions  been  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  these  theories  with  regard  to  the  beueficial  effects 
of  alcohol  in  diseases  are  wholly  fallacious.  The  only  rational 
conclusioD  at  which  I  can  arrive  is  that  this  agent  is  ever  and 
under  all  circumstances  a  depressor  of  temperature;  that  it  ar- 
rests the  physiological  interchange  of  carbonic  acid  gas  and  oxy- 
gen in  the  tissues,  as  well  as  in  the  air  vesicles  of  the  luuga;  that 
it  impedes  the  elimination  of  tissue  waste,  and  causes  the  accu- 
mulation of  this  refuse  iu  the  system;  that  it  is  lethal  and  antes- 
thetic  iu  all  quantities;  that  it  is  not  stimulant  iu  the  true  sense,  ' 
and  never  exerts  that  infiuence;  and  that  it  supplies  no  element 
to  a  diseased  and  vitiated  system  calculated  to  antagonize  disease, 
repair  waste  tissue,  or  invigorate  lowored  vital  forces,  and  there- 
fore for  these  purposes  is  not  called  for  in  the  rational  treatment 
of  typhoid  fever. 

I  feel  qu^te  certain  that  the  views  which  I  express  with  regard 
to  this  most  popular  and  deceptive  agent  (^cohol)  will  meet  with 
general  condemnation  by  the  members  of  the  Academy,  who  be- 
lieve that  they  have  and  do  derive  benefit  from  its  use,  just  aa 
the  profession  honestly  believed  fifty  years  ago  tbat  they  derived 
benefit  from  indiscriminate  blood-letting.  I  would  not  have  al- 
luded to  this  article  here  hut  for  the  fact  of  its  so  general  and 
popular  use  in  typhoid  fever  for  the  purposes  mentioned.  I  do 
not  propose  to  argue  the  subject  further  here,  as  I  have  accepted 
an  appointmeut  to  prepare  a  paper  at  an  early  day  upon  Alcohol 
as  a  Therapeutic  Agent,  when  I  hope  to  be  able  to  support  the 
several  counts  in  my  indictment  against  King  Alcohol  by  indu> 
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bitable  proof  and  uncontrovertable  arguments.  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  add  that  since  the  time  of  Dum^ril  and  Demarquay  the 
concessions  of  the  best  men  who  have  written  of  the  effects  of 
alcohol  upon  the  human  economy,  in  health  or  disease;  the 
clinical  observations  and  reasonings  of  J.  Milner  Fothergill  and 
of  Bathurst  Woodman,  and  many  others  who  have  investigated 
and  studied  this  subject  from  a  scientific  stand-point,  when  car- 
ried out  to  legitimate  conclusions,  will  establish  every  proposi- 
tion which  I  have  made. 

If  you  feel  unwilling  to  rely  upon  appropriate  diet,  quinine, 
nux  vomica  or  strychnia,  digitalis,  turpentine,  caffein,  ammo- 
nia, phosphorus,  iron,  arsenic,  and  such  sustainants,  robo- 
rants,  and  tonics  as  these,  and  discard  entirely  this  deceptive 
ally,  after  the  idea  of  Nathan  8.  Davis,  which  you  have  learned 
to  regard  as  a  very  trustworthy  assistant,  do  at  least  accept 
the  advice  of  Bir  William  Jenner,  who  does  not  wholly  condemn 
its  use,  but  damns  it  with  faint  praise.  He  says:  ''When  in 
doubt  .as  to  the  wisdom  of  giving  alcohol,  do  not  give  it;  and 
when  there  is  a  question  of  a  larger  or  smaller  dose,  prescribe,  as 
a  rule,  the  smaller." 


^orns^ondmu. 


To  ihe  Editor  of  the  Southern  Practitioner: 

That  celebrated  committee,  or  apparently  more  properly  self- 
constituted  collecting  agency,  representing  the  two-headed  Van- 
derbilt  Medical  College  monstrosity,  is  again  yelping  at  our  heels, 
and  distributing  another  output  of  their  vituperative  campaign 
circulars. 

As  before  stated,  we  feel  averse  to  engaging  in  or  keeping  up 
a  warfare  of  words  between  medical  men  or  medical  schools.  It 
can  only  degrade  the  profession  and  tarnish  the  fair  name  of  the 
city  and  its  institutions.  We  were  only  dragged  into  a  notice  of 
the  former  uncalled  for  and  wanton  9§sa\^lt  fro^i^  ^  sense  of  duty 
and  much  against  our  iaolination, 
8 
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In  reply,  we  then  simply  alluded  to  the  subject-matter  con- 
tained in  the  assault,  without  bringing  any  charges  against  our 
manifestly  bitter  adversaries  further  than  seemed  necessary  to 
exppse  the  animus  which  had  prompted  the  attack. 

We  then  denounced  the  conclusions  and  charges  of  this  com- 
mittee as  we  felt  they  deserved,  and  in  terms  which  gentlemen 
never  deserve,  and  to  which  they  seldom  submit  or  even  strive 
by  a  wordy  warfare  or  puerile  mouthing  to  explain  away 

Their  recent  fulmiuation  in  the  main  is  but  a  rehash  of  the 
former  dish,  to  which  and  of  which  they  have  our  answer  and 
opinion.  They  have,  however,  added  one  or  two  new  counts  to 
their  indictment.  It  is  to  answer  these  that  we  would  ask  a  space 
in  your  columns. 

They  still  insist  that  we  are  public  debtors.  Let  us  see  the  re- 
lation which  they  sustain  to  the  public.  There  is  no  question  as 
to  their  having  paid  the  hospital  tax  on  all  of  their  students  in 
attendance,  probably  more.  Since  our  attention  has  been  called 
to  their  methods,  we  suspect  that  numeri.cal  advertising  and  list- 
swelling  may  be  a  specialty  with  them;  hence,  their  great  jeal- 
ousy at  our  numbers.  Paying  upon  numbers  is  not  conclusive 
proof  of  attendance.  The  greatest  frauds  in  medicine  are  notori- 
ously those  who  pay  most  freely  and  willingly  for  advertising. 

But  have  they  (the  two-headed  combination)  paid  the  public 
as  punctiliously  for  all  other  privileges  which  they  have  enjoyed? 
They  have  occupied  the  buildings  and  used  the  college  prop- 
erties and  outfit  of  the  University  of  Nashville  since  their  exist- 
ence. This  is  public  property  from  which  the  public,  and  not 
private  individuals,  should  receive  remuneration.  Have  they 
ever  paid  one  dollar  rent  for  the  use  of  this  valuable  property  ? 
Have  they  even  kept  it  up  so  as  to  make  it  present  a  respect- 
able appearance  in  the  city?  Has  the  public  been  in  any  way 
benefited  from  its  occupancy  more  than  from  other  institu- 
tions which  have  honestly  paid  for  or  owned  their  property?  We 
believe  that  no  one  will  be  so  reckless  as  to  answer  yes.  And 
yet  this  crew  of  freebooters,  after  having  indefinitely  occupied 
and  appropriated  to  their  own  use  and  profit  all  of  this  public 
property  and  snapped  their  fingers  in  the  face  of  the  real  owners, 
have  the  brazen  effrontery  to  whine  about  the  indebtedness  to 
the  public  of  a  rival  institution  who^e  faculty  has  contributed  to 
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the  material  growth  and  wealth  of  the  city  bj  erecting  and  hon- 
estly owning  its  own  buildings  and  properties. 

Again,  they  whine  that  before  the  Examining  Board  of  Ala- 
bama our  graduates  have  failed  to  show  the  degree  of  proficiency 
which  has  been  manifested  by  their  graduates  and  others.  This 
may  or  may  not  be  true.  We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
just  now,  but  will  concede  the  failure  of  five  out  of  thirty  of  our 
graduates  before  the  Examining  Board  of  Alabama,  as  claimed. 

The  failure  of  two  or  three  men  out  of  this  number  (that  is 
about  the  number  below  excellent  standing),  may  have  depended 
upon  so  many  contingencies  and  circumstances  outside  of  de- 
fective medical  knowledge,  as  all  fair-thinking  medical  men  will 
concede,  that  a  little  isolated  matter  of  this  kind  has  really  no 
significance.  And  it  occurs  to  us  that  an  institution  which  would 
seize  upon  an  instance  like  this  in  a  single  State  to  make  and 
publish  to  the  world  comparisons  for  its  own  benefit  is  bordering 
very  closely  on  advertising  quackery. 

We  might  announce  a  fact  and  claim  that  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Examining  Board  of  Virginia,  one  hundred  per  cent, 
of  our  graduates  who  have  applied  before  that  Board  have  been 
granted  license. upon  primary  examination,  while  thirty-three 
and  one-third  per  cent,  of  the  graduates  of  the  two-headed  com- 
bination have  been  rejected  by  the  same  Board.  The  number  of 
students,  however,  are  so  few  that  this  fact  has  little  or  no  sig- 
nificance, and  we  would  be  as  mean,  as  we  fear,  our  vindictive 
neighbors  are  if  we  should  take  advantage  of  such  a  quibble  to 
boost  our  school  or  belittle  theirs.  We  might  further  refer  to  the 
published  proceedings,  and  show  a  fact,  but  one  to  which  we  at- 
tach no  importance,  that  in  the  primary  examinations  by  the  same 
Virginia  Examining  Board,  of  the  graduates  of  many  of  the  deserv- 
edly best  medical  schools  in  our  country,  like  Jefferson  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Uni- 
versity of  Louisville  (Kentucky),  University  of  Maryland,  Balti- 
more Medical  College,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (N.  Y.), 
and  many  others,  there  has  been  a  much  larger  per  cent,  of  rejec- 
tions than  occurred  with  our  graduates  in  Alabama,  with  which 
they  seek  to  stigmatize  our  school. 

But  why  single  out  Alabama  if  they  want  to  make  a  fair  ex- 
hibit of  our  standing  before  the  ei^amiQing  boards  of  the  country? 
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If  thej  are  so  envious  and  malevolent  that  they  cannot  refrain 
from  besmirching  and  belittling  the  institutions  of  their  own 
city,  if  they  are  such  filthy  birds  that  they  must  befoul  their 
own  nest,  they  should  be  a  little  more  consistent  in  their  meth- 
ods. Why  not  take  the  proceedings  of  the  Examining  Boards  of 
Virginia,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  other  States,  where 
graduates  are  examined  before  being  admitted  to  practice,  or  of 
States  like  our  own,  where  under-graduates  are  examined  and  ad- 
mitted to  practice  upon  qualification  ?  We  are  perfectly  willing 
to  risk  our  standing  upon  the  qualifications  of  our  students  fairly 
taken,  and  we  are  willing  to  bear  a  comparison  with  the  best  schools 
of  the  country  upon  the  merits  of  its  alumni,  but  we  would  beg 
to  be  spared  from  the  comparison  which  they  seek  to  make.  When 
we  come  to  feel  that  this  is  the  sum  of  our  aspirations,  that  our 
mission  as  teachers  of  medicine  has  no  higher,  nobler,  or  grander 
aim  than  to  bear  a  comparison,  (even  though  it  be  a  favorable 
one),  with  their  montrosity,  we  will  surrender  our  charter  and 
quit  the  business.  Duncan  Eve,  M.D., 

J.  S.  Cain,  M.D., 
W.  D.  Haggard,  M.D., 

Committee, 
NashviuiE,  Txnn.,  October,  1892. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Southern  Practitioner: 

Dear  Sir: — ^Please  see  herewith  a  recipe  for  anodyne  drops 
for  your  journal;  not  that  we  thought  your  journal  has  been  too 
active  or  restless,  or  was  in  any  danger  of  cholera — which  the 
shades  of  Bowling  would  ward  off  from  such  a  worthy  publica- 
tion. 

And  apropos  y  this  recipe  is  "just  iligant"  for  cholera  and  such 
like  entero-alvine  fluxes.  Always  keep  a  four-ounce  vial  of  it  at 
your  residence  ready  for  quick-night-emergency  calls;  for  a  few 
doses  of  it  will  be  just  the  thing  to  "hold  things  down"  until 
you  can  make  a  deliberate  diagnosis  (or  get  a  few  hours  sleep), 
and  prepare  for  "regularly  organized  treatment" — ^if,  indeed, 
such  serious  work  be  required. 

How  slow  we  learn  I  We  fumble  along  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty 
years,  groping  along,  feeling  out  this  way  wd  that,  getting  a 
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glimpse  of  the  way  here  and  there,  and  after  many  years  of  anx- 
ious endeavor,  much  toil,  care,  and  expenditure,  find  ourselves 
where  we  should  have  started — ^at  least  not  farUier, 

When  I  consider  these  things,  (heg  pardon  for  the  egotism),  I 
often  feel  like  doing  like  Father  Bowling — organizing  me  a  med- 
ical college  to  teach  cliiiical  medicine  only.  Almost  daily  I  meet 
physicians — many  of  whom  have  traveled  and  studied  widely — 
who  know  so  little  clinical  medicine  and  therapeutics  that  I  am 
disgusted  with  the  pompous  pretentions  of  many  medical  colleges, 
which  glory  in  their  scientific  erudition,  and  machine  scholar- 
ships. But  when  we  consider  how  slow  we  learn,  a  lifetime  is 
too  slow  for  much  progress  to  be  made;  especially  when  one's 
orbit  is  so  small. 

We  need  more  Drakes,  Bowlings,  Trousseaus,  Stokes,  Du- 
pnytrens,  Andrew  Clarkes,  and  such  medical  philosophers  as  these 
were.  We  sorely  need  a  work  on  the  practice  of  medicine  for 
the  southern  part  of  North  America  and  South  America.  I 
know  of  none  such.     Do  you? 

I  am  making  inquiry  among  English  physicians  of  India  to  see 
what  they  have  written  predicated  upon  Indian  experience.  For 
years  I  have  read  the  London  Lancet  and  the  Britisk  Medical 
Journal,  and  watch  their  tropical  output  with  much  interest. 
Page's  Practice  is  poor  do;  Osier's  is  much  better,  but  not  suited  to 
our  Southern  States.  Is  it  not  strange  that  such  men — or  any 
man — will  presume  to  write  instructions  for  others  to  do  what  he 
himself  has  never  done,  or  even  saw  done? 

While  last  in  New  York,  I  met  men  of  eminence  and  authors 
whose  ignorance  of  Southern  clinical  medicine  would  have  been 
laughable,  had  it  not  been  lamentable;  yet  how  lordly  presump- 
tions I  Men  who  have  stirred  in  a  tub  all  their  lives,  and  yet 
think  the  mighty  world  is  within  their  limited  horizon.  One 
such,  when  told  I  was  from  California,  told  me  that  he  never 
thought  the  United  States  extended  beyond  the  eastern  base  ol 
the  Kocky  Mountains,  and  seemed  amazed  when  I  assured  him 
of  the  grand  empire  of  wealth,  intelligence,  and  culture  of  the 
Pacific  coast,  at  least  equal  to  any  on  the  continent  and  in  some 
respects  superior. 

The  following  formula  is  the  practical  outcome  of  many  years' 
clinical  experience  and  many  pharmaceutical  experiments.     The 
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results  we  have  secured  by  the  use  of  this  preparation  enable  us 
to  assure  physicians  that  as  a  set-formula  remedy  they  will  find 
it  superior  to  Brown's  Chlorodyne  or  other  chlorodynes  usually 
sold  to  the  profession. 

Here  is  the  formula,  which  I  dub 

BETTER  THAN  CHLORODYNE. 

B*    Snlph.  atropia  (in  solution) gr.  1-60 

Bigelow's  purified  opium  (in  solution) .gr.  ii 

Fl.  ext.  cannabis  indica  (Squibb's) ..gtt.  xii 

Chloroform  (Squibb's) 

Ess.  peppermint aa  ^ss 

Tinct.  capsicum ..gtt.  ii 

Glycerin  (pure) §ii 

SjT.  tolu q.  s.  ft.  ^iy. 

M.  ft.  sol.    S.    Half  to  one  teaspoonful  every  one  to  three  hours,  p.  r.  n. 

Bigelow's  purified  opium  is  used  in  this  preparation  instead  of 
morphia,  because  the  therapeutic  effects  of  the  former  are  supe- 
rior to  those  of  the  latter. 

The  therapeutic  indications  for  the  use  of  this  elegant  mixture 
are  numerous,  and  will  readily  occur  to  any  one  capable  of  safely 
using  such  active  remedies.  Howbeit,  it  is  a  far  safer,  as  well 
as  more  pleasant  and  efficient  household  remedy,  than  any  of  the 
chlorodynes  now  sold,  which  are  in  frequent  domestic  use.  For 
many  forms  of  acute  painful  gastro-iutestinal  disturbances  and 
alvine  fluxes  it  will  be  found  an  admirable  remedy  to  give  quick 
relief  from  spasmodic  pain  and  enter  a  stay  of  pathological  pro- 
ceedings until  more  permanently  curative  measures  may  be 
brought  to  bear,  which  in  many  acute  cases  will  be  rendered  un- 
necessary by  the  timely  administration  of  this  very  valuable 
preparation.  We  usually  direct  a  half  to  one  teaspoonful  every 
half -Hour  to  three  hours  until  relieved,  p.  r.  n.  Pharmaceutical 
skill  and  care  are  required  for  the  satisfactory  compounding  of 

this  remedy.  Q.  C.  Smith,  M.D. 

Austin,  Texas,  October,  1892. 

Sandeb's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis- supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole  agents^ 
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A  CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  ECLAMPSIA. 


BY   J.    W.    SHEMWELL,  M.D.,  OP   BUMPA88   HILLS,  TENN. 


On  March  13,  at  4  o'clock,  a.  m.,  I  was  called  to  the  bedside 
of  A.,  aged  22  years,  in  her  first  labor.  The  patient  was  a 
weakly,  chlorotic  woman.  Her  health  had  always  been  feeble. 
On  questioning  her  I  learned  that  the  liquor  amnii  had  escaped 
with  first  labor  pains,  the  evening  previous,  at  11  o'clock.  Vag- 
inal examination  disclosed  dilatation  of  os  more  than  half  com- 
plete Pains  every  few  minutes.  Head  presentation.  Pains 
continued  feeble  but  regular  until  3  o'clock,  p.  m.,  at  which 
time  head  had  engaged  in  pelvis.  Natural  presentation,  but  the 
pains  became  less  and  less  severe  until  they  almost  entirely  ceased. 
She  had  begun  to  suffer  from  headache,  and  became  somnolent 
in  the  intervals  between  the  feeble  pains.  I  had  given  all  the 
nourishment  and  stimulants  sh«  could  take  from  the  start,  put 
her  in  different  positions,  and  gave  all  the  usual  remedies  accord- 
ing to  Playfair.  I  worked  faithfully  until  5  o'clock,  and  got 
the  head  down  to  the  perineum,  when,  all  at  once,  she  fell  into 
a  hard  convulsion.  I  immediately  gave  her  morph.  sulph.,  half 
a  grain  hypodermically,  extracted  one  pound  of  blood,  and  sent 
for  help.  Pulse  had  gone  above  100,  skin  had  become  hot  and 
dry,  tongue  was  becoming  dry  and  beginning  to  fur  over,  and 
there  was  complete  inertia  of  uterus.  In  about  an  hour  she  re- 
covered from  the  convulsion,  had  a  few  feeble  pains,  and  passed 
into  another  convulsion.  I  used  chloroform,  and  kept  her  in  an 
ansesthetic  state  until  9  o'clock. 

At  this  time  I  received  the  help  of  a  reputable  physician.  I 
advised  immediate  delivery  with  forceps.  He  wanted  to  extract 
two  pounds  more  of  blood.  I  thought  I  had  already  taken  too  much 
blood,  but  agreed  to  use  the  lancet,  which  effected  no  improve- 
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ment,  but  rather  ''added  fuel  to  the  fire."  It  was  now  10 
o'clock.  Symptoms  decidedly  worse.  We  applied  forceps,  de- 
livered the  child  inside  of  five  minutes,  and,  with  active  work, 
saved  both  mother  and  child.  The  child  was  apparently  dead, 
but  was  resuscitated  by  the  usual  means.  The  mother  recovered 
consciousness  in  about  an  hour.  What  could  I  have  done  to 
have  kept  up  the  pains  and  brought  about  delivery  without  for- 
ceps? 


Some  Remarks  on  the  Value  of  Vegetable  Altera- 
tives IN  Chronic,  Venereal,  Tubercular  and  Malarial 
Diseases. — Speaking  of  the  elements  of  those  medicines  which 
serve  a  useful  purpose,  in  exhaustive  and  debilitating  diseases. 
Dr.  Manley  says,  that  there  are  limitations  to  the  province  of 
physiological  chemistry  or  bio-chemistry,  in  being  able  to  satis- 
factorily explain  the  modus  operandi  of  very  many  of  our  most 
valuable  medicinal  agents.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  veg- 
etable tonics,  when  administered  in  wasting  diseases.  We  may 
prescribe  iron,  arsenical,  quinine  or.  other  salts  in  malaria,  tuber- 
cular, or  syphilitic  anaemia,  occasionally,  in  vain,  when,  if  we 
place  our  patient  on  fresh  infusion,  decoctions,  or  tinctures,  im- 
mediate benefit  will  follow.  The  profession  is  not  by  any  means 
in  accord  with  those  who  would  have  us  believe  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  medicines  can  be  prescribed  according  to  any  set 
of  rules,  whatever  scientific  basis  their  construction  may  rest  on. 

Warburg's  Tincture,  one  of  the  most  valuable  anti-malarial 
remedies  known,  unfortunately,  is  a  secret,  quack  remedy, 
though  owned  by  the  British  government.  Huxham's  tincture, 
so  long  a  secret  compound  of  the  Birmingham  chemist,  is  now 
common  property  of  the  profession. 

Cod-liver  oil  and  its  many  preparations  have  held  their  own 
well  in  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  there  are  many  phases  of 
surgical  tuberculosis  and  those  conditions  of  malnutrition  result- 
ing from  syphilis  in  which  the  oil  is  not  well  borne.     Here  the 
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vegetable  tonics,  particularly  those  rich  in  the  alkaline  salts,  are 
invaluable.  The  tincture  of  hops,  decoction  of  sarsaparilla,  gen- 
tian, columbo,  or  chamomile,  either  may  be  taken  alone  or  in 
combination.  A  valuable  combination  of  herb  extracts  was  elab- 
orated in  the  Southern  States  by  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, as  a  substitute  for  mercury  and  the  potassium  iodide, 
during  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion,  when  all  pharmaceutic  sup- 
plies were  shut  out  by  the  blockade  and  the  advancing  lines  of 
the  enemy.  It  is  known  to  pharmacists  and  practitioners  as  Ver- 
rhus  Clemiana,  and  is  composed  of  Clematis-erecta,  Prinus-ver- 
ticillatus,  Fraxinus  Americana,  Rhus-glabrum,  and  one-eighth  of 
one  per  cent,  of  Venanatic  acid;  all  indigenous  in  the  l^uthern 
States.  I  have  extensively  employed  this  compound  in  many 
cases  of  chronic,  tubercular,  glandular  and  bone  diseases,  besides 
other  wasting  maladies,  with  excellent  results.  Indeed,  in  these 
times,  pharmacy  yields  a  large  number  of  vegetable  elixirs,  so 
palatable  and  easy  of  assimilation  that  one  should  always  give 
them  a  protracted  trial  in  the  vast  majority  of  tubercular  or 
syphilitic,  bone  or  joint  disease  before  any  sort  of  sanguineous 
operation  should  be  thought  of. — Thos,  H,  Manley,  M.D.,  Mem- 
ber of  N.  Y.  State  and  County  Medical  Associations,  American 
Aedical  Association,  Visiting  Surgeon  to  Harlem  Hospital,  etc., 
in  Doctors'  Weekly, 


Salophen  in  Acute  Rheumatism. — The  New  York  Medi- 
teal  Journal  of  July  30,  contains  an  article  on  salophen,  by  Wil- 
liam H.  Flint,  M.D.,  of  the  Presbyterian  Hospital.  He  says 
that  during  his  summer  hospital  service  he  caused  salophen  to  be 
administered  in  all  cases  of  rheumatism,  and  that  he  was  so  well 
pleased  with  its  action  that  he  * 'desires  to  make  known  to  his 
confreres  the  advantages  of  salophen  treatment,  hoping  that  their 
result  may  be  as  happy  as  his  own."  He  gives  detailed  reports 
of  six  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  treated  with  salophen  in  fifteen - 
grain  doses,  given  dry  upon  the  tongue  and  swallowed  with  cool 
water  every  three  hours;  and  with  sodium  bicarbonate,  in  ten- 
grain  doses,  administered  in  the  same  way  thrice  daily. 

Dr.  Flint's  conclusions  concerning  the  results  obtained  are 
stated  by  him  as  follows : 
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''From  t^e  above-given  histories,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  all 
the  cases  except  the  last  the  pains  were  quite  relieved,  the  red- 
ness dispelled,  and  the  temperature  reduced  to  the  normal  point 
on  the  second  or  third  day  of  treatment.  In  the  one  exceptional 
case,  the  patient  may  have  exaggerated  the  intensity  of  her  pain 
to  prolong  her  stay  at  the  hospital;  but  no  objective  symptoms 
persisted  after  the  seventh  day  of  treatment.  It  is  probable  that 
a  speedier  result  may  be  safely  attained  by  the  use  of  larger  doses 
or  of  the  same  doses  at  shorter  intervals.  In  none  of  the  cases 
was  the  heart's  action  at  all  weakened,  nor  was  the  digestion  im- 
paired by  the  remedy.  The  urine  was  unaffected  by  the  treat- 
ment.**   • 

He  concludes  that  ''We  possess  in  salophen  a  remedy  equally 
poteut  as  the  other  salicylates  to  control  the  symptoms  of  acute 
rheumatic  arthritis,  but  devoid  of  their  tendency  to  weaken  the 
heart's  action,  to  disturb  the  stomach,  and  to  produce  albuminu- 
ria and  smoky  urine." 

It  will  be  observed,  as  hinted  by  Dr.  Flint,  that  he  might,  had 
he  so  desired,  have  used  larger  doses  of  salophen,  as,  indeed, 
others  have  done;  but  many  will  agree  that  our  best  and  most 
lasting  results  are  often  obtained  with  medium  or  small  doses. — 
SanitaHan. 


Paraldehyde. — ^The  use  of  another  hypnotic,  paraldehyde,  is, 
in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Cockburn  Syson,  especially  indicated  in 
cardiac  cases  accompanied  with  dropsy,  on  account  of  its  non- 
depressing  effects  upon  the  heart's  action  and  its  diuretic  proper- 
ties. Even  in  a  most  intractable  case  of  insomnia  paraldehyde, 
on  the  whole,  gave  the  most  satisfactory  results  of  all  the  hyp- 
notics used,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  opium,  and  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  it  can  be  used  where  the  older  drug  would 
be  decidedly  risky.  In  the  experience  of  the  above  practitioner 
paraldehyde  may  be  regarded  as  a  fairly  reliable  and  safe  hyp- 
notic, the  administration  of  which  is  followed  by  a  well-marked 
stage  of  excitement,  but  it  does  not  depress  the  heart's  action^ 
nor  interfere  with  the  appetite  or  digestion,  while  it  appears  to 
possess  diuretic  properties,  and  induces  a  sleep  characterized  as 
"refreshing." — Notes  on  New  Remedies, 
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The  Paris  Hospital  Treatment  op  Rheumatism. — la  a 
recent  article  in  Ths  Lancet  it  is  remarked  that  in  Sir  Thomas 
Watson's  palmy  days  the  student  of  medicine  who  answered  a 
"green-room"  question  about  the  treatment  of  rheumatism  by 
saying  ''Six  weeks  in  blankets,"  and  added  something  about 
giving  drugs  to  suit  the  symptoms  as  they  arose,  was  held  to 
have  answered  wisely.  But  the  introduction  of  the  salicylate  of 
sodium  has  changed  all  that. 

The  efficacy  of  that  drug  is  well  recognized  in  France  also.  A 
recent  issue  of  The  Medical  Press  and  Circular  contains  in  its 
Paris  correspondence  an  account  of  the  treatment  of  rheumatic 
troubles  in  the  various  hospitals  of  that  city.  Professor  Bou- 
chard employs  salicylate  of  sodium,  along  with  bicarbonate  of 
sodium.  Even  after  the  apparent  disappearance  of  the  malady 
he  continues  for  several  days  the  use  of  those  drugs  in  diminished 
doses. 

Professor  Strauss  gives  the  salicylate  in  acute  articular  cases. 
He  prescribes  it  in  daily  doses  of  from  one  to  two  drachms  for 
men,  less  for  women,  in  a  potion  of  four  ounces  containing  a 
little  syrup  and  peppermint.  The  potion  is  given  in  two  parts 
in  the  evening  at  three  hours  interval.  He  does  not  favor  re- 
peated small  doses,  for  they  seem  to  him  to  be  much  less  prompt 
in  their  action.  This  treatment  is  continued  so  long  as  any  fever 
or  pain  in  the  joints  persist.  After  the  acute  symptoms  subside 
the  dose  is  diminished  to  twenty  grains  each  evening.  This  is 
kept  up  for  five  or  six  days.  If  profuse  sweating  is  produced, 
he  adds  a  fiftieth  of  a  grain  of  atropine.  Dr.  Strauss  teaches  that 
the  salicylate  is  as  nearly  a  specific  for  rheumatism  as  quinine  is 
for  intermittent  fever. 

Dr.  Dujardiu-Beaumetz  is  a  strong  partisan  of  this  drug,  ex- 
cept where  a  renal  complication  or  pregnancy  modifies  the  indi- 
cations. He  has  had  some  experience  with  beta-naphthol  in 
doses  of  five  grains  daily.     He  thinks  well  of  the  drug. 

Dr.  Millard  regards  salicylate  of  sodium  as  the  drug  par  excels 
lenee  for  acute  rheumatism.  According  to  his  view,  it  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  conquests  of  modern  therapeutics,  one  of  those 
results  that  astonish  him  most  when  he  looks  back  on  his  student 
days. 

Dr.  Bucquoy  gives  two  drachms  of  the  same  drug  daily.     No 
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local  treatment  is  considered  necessary.  The  presence  of  albu- 
minuria is  a  contra-indication  to  the  use  of  the  salicylate.  He 
then  uses  quinine,  antipyrine,  or  Dover's  powder. 

Dr.  Barth  regards  the  salicylate  with  favor,  but  does  not  use 
it  in  the  cases  of  women  who  are  pregnant,  or  in  persons  suffer- 
ing from  cardiac  or  renal  affections. 

Dr.  Chauffard  has  noticed  annoying  cerebral  symptoms  follow- 
ing the  use  of  salicylate  of  sodium,  but  not  after  that  of  anti- 
pyrine.  He  has  fallen  into  the  habit  of  using  the  latter  drug, 
giving  from  thirty  to  sixty  grains  daily.  The  effects  are  rapid 
and  not  disquieting.  Where  the  diaphoresis  is  excessive,  sul- 
phate of  atropine  is  prescribed. 

Dr.  Vulpian  has  lately  commended  the  use  of  salicylate  of 
lithium.  He  regards  it  as  more  efficacious  than  the  sodium  salt 
in  cases  of  acute  and  progressive  subacute  articular  rheumatism. 
It  even  has  some  pptency  in  chronic  cases  when*  there  are  pain- 
ful, swollen,  and  misshapen  joints. — New  York  Medical  Journal, 


A  Mesenteric  Tumor. — ^L.  L.,  aged  66,  was  admitted  to 
the  P.  E.  I.  Hospital,  November  4,  1891,  suffering  from  an  ab- 
dominal tumor,  filling  the  whole  abdominal  cavity.  She  gave  a 
history  of  having  had  a  rupture  of  this  tumor  twice  from  a  fall 
within  two  years,  followed  each  time  with  a  mild  attack  of  peri- 
tonitis. Her  .temperature  was  99^,  pulse  112;  urine  alkaline, 
containing  albumen  in  considerable  quantities,  but  the  specific 
gravity  was  normal.  She  also  was  troubled  with  an  obstinate 
constipation.  On  the  morning  of  November  11  a  laparotomy 
was  performed.  On  exposing  and  tapping  the  tumor  it  was  re- 
duced to  about  one-half  its  original  size,  but  it  remained  still  too 
large  to  allow  of  its  being  extracted  through  the  abdominal  open- 
ing or  of  its  pedicle  being  reached.  The  arborescent  investing 
mesenteric  membrane  was  carefully  dissected  off,  and  the  pedicle 
was  finally  reached  and  found  to  be  placed  in  the  transverse 
meso-colon,  with  two  principal  adhesions,  one  to  the  crura  of  the 
diaphragm,  the  other  to  the  greater  curvature  of  the  stomach. 
The  patient  never  rallied  from  the  shock,  and  died  nine  hours 
after  the  operation  in  a  state  of  collapse.  Upon  post-mortem 
the  left  kidney  was  found  to  contain  two  cysts  of  the  size  of  wal- 
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nutSy  each  containg  a  clear  fluid,  and  the  right  one  was  the  size 
of  a  pigeon's  egg,  undoubtedly  indicating  an  advanced  stage  of 
chronic  nephritis.  The  case  is  worth  recording,  chiefly  owing 
to  the  comparative  rareness  of  abdominal  tumors  of  mesenteric 
origin. — James  Macleod,  in  Maritime  Medical  News, 


Puerperal  Fever. — According  to  the  New  York  correspond- 
ent of  the  Southern  Medical  Record,  Dr.  W.  Gill  Wylie,  in  a 
recent  lecture  on  puerperal  fever  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic, 
made  use  of  the  following  language:  "I  believe  now,  and  I  say 
it  with  perfect  sincerity,  that  nine  cases  out  of  ten  of  puerperal 
fever  that  I  am  called  upon  to  treat,  in  from  twelve  tb  twenty, 
four  hours  after  the  onset  of  the  attack,  I  will  cure  by  simply 
regulating  the  bowels  and  washing  out  the  uterus  systematically 
and  thoroughly  at  frequent  intervals.  If  you  follow  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  text-books,  you  will  find  that  they  advise  the  wash- 
ing to  be  done  but  once  in  eight  hours.  I  have  proved  to  my 
own  satisfaction  the  fallacy  of  this  advice.  The  germs  are  not 
destioyed  by  the  first  or  the  second  washing,  and  they  develop 
anew  in  eight  hours.  If  I  am  called  to  a  case  of  puerperal  fever, 
and  within  six  hours  or  so  after  frequent  washing  out  the  tem- 
perature does  not  fall  to  normal,  I  make  up  my  mind  that  the 
poison  has  entered  the  tissue  of  the  patient,  and  I  at  once  pro- 
ceed to  open  the  belly.  I  generally  find  there  an  abscess  present. 
— Medical  Record, 


Cerebral  Surgery. — ^Cerebral  surgery  is  still  progressing. 
Two  very  unusual  cases  which  were  followed  by  excellent  results 
have  been  presented  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  by  M.  Poirier 
and  reported  in  the  Oaaette  Hehdom^adaire, 

M.  Poirier  has  abandoned  the  usual  method  of  trephining;  he 
now  resects  the  skull  with  the  chisel  and  the  mallet. 

One  of  the  patients  operated  on  was  hardly  fifteen  years  of 
age;  the  boy  had  attempted  suicide  with  a  pistol;  the  ball  en- 
tered the  temple.  There  were  symptoms  of  compression  by  ef- 
fusion into  the  ventricles  and  general  muscular  contraction  with 
convulsive  movements,  stertor,  and  coma.  The  opening  made  in 
the  frontal  boue  allowed  the  eyacuatioq  of  the  effused  matter  and 
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the  exploration  of  the  wound  in  the  brain  with  the  finger.  The 
ball,  which  was  lodged  in  the  lateral  Tentricle,  was  removed. 
x>.n  a..«.»tn.^„  „f  ooiupresaion  disappeared  very  soon,  and  the 

improved  in  a  abort  time. 

quently  produced  another  case,  an  epileptic 

lad  trephined  with  the  ebisel  and  the  mallet 

Jlolando. 

aid  bare,  and  a  vascular  cystic  tumor  was 
Hemiplegia  followed  in  a  few  days  after 

t  soon  disappeared.     The  patient  recovered, 

tacks  did  not  return. — Sanitarian. 


'ertussis. — Dr.  J.  T.  Duncan  adds  his  testi- 
,e  great  efficiency  of  broraoform  in  wbooping- 
if  the  remedy  is  from  one  to  three  minims  in 
r  three  times  a  day.  He  concludes  his  paper 
results  may  be  thus  stated: 
1   the   doses   stated    is   a    perfectly    harmless 

imiuish  in  number  and  severity. 

ixysnial  vomiting  disappears  in  two  or  three 

er  forms  of  hemorrhage  soon  disappear. 

;ially  in  complications,  largely  by  giving  the 

g.,  luugs — a  chance  to  rest. 

y  shortens  the  duration  of  the  attack  (Stepp, 

Scheppers,  eight  weeks). 

iavy,  sweetish  liquid.    It  is  best  given  dropped 

water.     Given  thus,  children  like  it;  but  be 

wallowed,  as  they  sink  through  the  water  on 

ust  l>G  dispensed  in  small  amounts,  and  kept 

.  is  apt  to  change. — Medical  Review. 


i'  Euciilyptiil  Extract  (Eucalyptol).— Apply 
n,  Iowa,  for  gratis -supplied  samples  of  Euca- 
cures  effected  nt  the  clinics  of  the  Univer- 
iefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
VIo.,   Dallas,  Texas,  and   New  York,  sole 
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VALUABLE  RESULTS  OF  SANITARY  SCIENCE. 

With  the  early  September  days  it  looked  very  like  indeed  that 
the  invasion  of  an  epidemic  of  Asiatic  Cholera,  with  all  its  sad, 
sickening  and  mournful  details  would  comprise  an  important 
part  of  the  chronicles  of  1892  on  this  now  populous  and  pros- 
perous part  of  the  earth's  surface. 

As  steamer  after  steamer,  with  their  dense  and  dirty  crowds  of 
steerage  oassengers  arrived  in  New  York  Bay,  from  Hamburgh* 
Havre  and  other  infected  localities,  one  after  another  making  the 
direful  report  of  ''cholera  on  board,"  it  did  seem  as  if  previous 
history  was  going  to  repeat  itself,  and  when  one,  three,  six  and 
seven  or  more  cases  of  cholera  were  reported  to  have  succes- 
sively occurred  in  the  resident  population  of  America's  great 
metropolis,  with  its  densely  populated  tenement  houses,  its  teem- 
ing  mass  of  population,  it  was  calculated  to  strike  terror  to  the 
timorous,  was  well  worthy  of  reasonable  alarm  on  the  part  of  the 
stoutest  hearted  and  most  sanguine. 

Yet,  with  a  better  knowledge  of  the  natural  history  of  the 
grim  monster,  with  the  advantage  of  a  more  thorough  under- 
standing of  its  modes  of  dissemination,  the  local,  State  and  na- 
tional s|initary  officials,  though  unprepared,  without  a  proper 
correlation  of  their  respective  forces,  with  meagre  and  almost 
inadequate  means  at  hand,  that  were  only  rendered  efficient  by  aU 
most  superhuman  energy  and  tireless  persistence,  are  deserving 
a  nation's  gratitude  in  that  they  did  successfully  say  ^Hhuafar 
and  no  farther, ^^ 

While  cholera  has  existed  and  spread  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
and  at  wide  varieties  of  thermal  range,  its  most  rapid  movement, 
its  greater  degree  of  fatality  and  virulence  pertain  to  the  warmer 

riods  of  the  year,  and  a  high  thermometeric  range;  consequent- 
ly, with  the  advent  of  winter's  cold,  now  so  near  at  hand,  it  is 
4 
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safe  to  say  that  we  will  have  a  breathing  spell,  that  its  ingress 
into  this  country  is  not  likely  to  occur  this  year,  and  that  all 
fears  and  apprehensions  may  be  allayed  for  awhile. 

It  goes  without  saying,  that  the  six  weeks  following  Septem- 
ber 1st  ult.,  witnessed  in  the  United  States  a  greater  energy  of 
sanitary  work,  a  more  thorough  development  of  hygienic  condi- 
tions than  any  previous  period  in  the  history  of  this  country.  A 
very  prominent  sanitarian  of  England  recently  gave  utterance  to 
the  assertion,  that  the  cholera  of  1892  * 'would  in  all  probability 
prove  a  blessing  in  disguise,  in  that  the  sanitary  measures  and 
hygienic  efforts  would  greatly  lessen  the  sickness  and  death-rate 
in  many  localities  due  to  other  causes  than  cholera." 

There  is  food  for  thought  in  this.  There  is  no  question  but 
that  the  most  important  consideration  to  the  physical  man  is  phy- 
sical health.  It  drowns  out  and  overshadows  all  other  questions  of 
prosperity,  happiness  and  enjoyment.  And  if  we  cawunder  the 
spur  of  a  cholera  invasion  work  actively  and  energetically,  why 
should  we  not  do  likewise  and  lessen  the  sickness,  suffering  and 
mortality  from  other  conditions  that  solely,  or  in  the  aggregate, 
cause  far  more  desolation,  disease  and  death?  Tuberculosis, 
diphtheria,  typhoid,  typhus  and  other  fevers,  variola,  and  other 
preventable  diseases  are  with  us  always,  yet  they  can  be  better 
curbed,  better  held  at  bay  than  they  have  been  by  thorough 
cleanliness  of  our  cities,  towns,  villages  and  habitations. 

It  is  but  an  assertion,  but  it  is  made  with  the  assurance  that  it 
will  be  sustained  by  each  and  every  sanitarian  of  note,  that  the 
sanitary  expenditures  on  the  part  of  the  American  people  during 
the  last  two  months  will  be  amply  repaid  by  lessening  the  sick-  ■ 
ness  and  mortality  of  our  people.  Yes,  it  is,  and  was  a  far  bet- 
ter investment  than  the  best  dividend-paying  bonds,  or  gift-edged 
stocks  of  railroad,  mining,  manufacturing  or  other  business  en- 
terprises. 

As  one  outcome  of  the  threatened  invasion,  seeing  the  danger 
we  were  in,  the  apprehension  felt  on  every  hand,  may  we  not 
hope  that  the  legislative  branch  of  our  National  Government 
will  take  proper  and  adequate  measures  during  the  coming  winter 
to  put  on  foot  and  thoroughly  equip  a  National  Department  of 
Public  Healthy  not  to  interfere  with  local,  municipal  or  State 
measures,  not  to  over-ride  the  pet  idea  of  some  of  our  statesmen — 
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the  bug* bear  of  State's  rights;  but  to  correlate  local,  municipal 
and  State  authorities,  and  to  take  such  steps  and  to  put  in  force 
such  measures  and  regulations  as  are  incompatible  with  them, 
and  to  discharge  such  duties  as  they  in  their  local,  municipal 
and  State  environments  are  inadequate  to  perform. 

Oh  I  that  I  were  the  autocrat  of  this  grand  country  for  a  few 
short  weeks.  I  would  say  to  our  Bepreseutatives  and  Senators 
on  their  assembling  at  Washington,  ** Gentlemen,  you  have  one 
duty  to  perform — discharge  that  well  and  faithfully,  and  though 
you  do  nothing  else  in  the  entire  remaining  period  of  your  lives, 
you  will  have  done  well,  indeed,  and  coming  generations  will  revere 
your  memory,  and  your  names  will  go  down  along  the  aisles  of 
time  hallowed,  respected  and  esteemed.  Formulate  to  the  best 
of  your  knowledge  and  ability  such  legislative  action  as  will  give 
to  the  United  States  of  America  a  Department  of  Public  Health, 
with  a  Secretary  of  Public  Health  at  its  head,  a  member  of  the 
President's  Cabinet,  with  assistants,  clerks  and  subordinates  as 
in  the  other  Departments  of  the  Government,  with  proper  and 
adequate  regulations  for  the  same.  Do  this  before  you  do  any- 
thing else;  let  not  your  efforts  cease  until  it  is  accomplished; 
afterwards  you  cai>  go  on  with  your  regular  business,  make  as 
many  new  post-offices  as  you  choose,  wrangle  over  the  tariff,  or  go 
to  your  homes  and  rest  after  the  accomplishment  of  a  most  import- 
ant and  absolute  essential  deed." 

There  are  certain  sanitary  duties  that  belong  to  the  individual, 
and  can  only  be  discharged  by  the  individual;  other  duties  per- 
tain to  the  local,  municipal,  county  and  State  sanitary  officials; 
and  there  are  yet  others,  beyond  the  ability  or  power  of  the  in- 
dividual or  local,  municipal,  county  and  State  authorities,  that 
belong  to  the  National  Government,  and  can  only  be  adequately 
performed  by  it.  The  grand  Temple  of  Sanitary  Science  is  in- 
complete with  any  one  of  these  separate,  distinct  but  important 
pillars  left  out. 

It  is  to  you,  gentlemen,  who  will  soon  assemble  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  Chamber  at  Washington,  on 
whom  a  nation's  eyes,  yes,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  will  be 
turned.  Can  you  not  in  this  grand  quadricentenial  year  of  our 
great  country  rise  up  to  the  demands  of  the  hour,  and  let  us  go 
in  advance  of  the  civilized  world  in  this  direction,  as  we  have 
done  in  so  many  others? 
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Many  of  our  ablest  medical  men  have  for  years  past  been  ac- 
tively at  work  endeavoring  to  secure  proper  legislation  in  this 
direction.  Let  them  keep  on — never  weary  in  well-doing,  and 
let  them  say  to  their  representatives  in  Congress:  What  of  1893T 

The  snake  has  been  scotched — not  killed.  Are  you  going  to 
be  like  the  foolish  virgins,  with  un trimmed  lamps  and  no  oil? 
Will  you  let  the  coming  venial  equinox  and  summer  solistice  find 
you  unprepared?  The  question  is  an  important  one,  and  worthy 
the  deepest  consideration.  In  fact  we  possibly  may  be  in  far 
greater  danger  in  1893  than  we  were  at  any- time  in  our  whole 
past  history. 

To  our  local,  municipal  and  State  sanitary  officials  I  would 
say:  Go  on  with  your  good  work.  The  year  1892  has  only  wit- 
nessed a  short  and  sharp  skirmish  on  one  part  of  the  line.  Have 
your  guns  ever  ready,  for  you  know  not  the  time  nor  place  when 
the  grim  monster  may  again  show  his  devastating  and  destroying 
myrmidons;  and  other  preventable  diseases,  like  the  poor,  '*you 
ahvays  have  with  you,** 


**  C<eliotomy''  vs,  **  Laparotomy." — Dr.  Robt.  P.  Harris, 
of  Philadelphia,  desires  the  medical  profession  to  use  the  term 
Goeliotomy  instead  of  the  incorrect  term  Laparotomy.  In  a  cir- 
cular received  recently  he  made  a  reasonable  and  irrefutable 
argument  therefor.  He  cites  Prof.  Sanger,  of  Leipzig;  J. 
Greig  Smith,  and  Profs.  Keene  and  White  as  concurring  in  the 
use   of   the   term   Coeliotomy. — Pronounced   soft,   Se-le-otomy. 


To  THE  Medical  Ppofession — ^Caution. — Oentlemen:  We 
find  since  establishing  the  fact  that  Elixir  Three  Chloridea  is  an 
exceedingly  valuable  alterative  and  tonic,  it  has  led  to  too  much 
silent  substitution;  we  would,  therefore,  kindly  ask  of  you  to 
specify  Renz  &  Henry's  (R.  &  H.'s)  to  insure  a  prompt  and 
progressive  result,  pleasant  taste,  and  avoid  any  bad  features. 
We  specially  claim  our  combination  does  not  exert  any  toxic 
effect  upon  the  nerves,  its  results  are  upon  the  muscles,  it  is  not 
astringent  to  cause  constipation,  does  not  derange  the  liver,  is 
taken  up  and  assimilated  by  the  animal  organism,  increasing  the 
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hsemoglobin  and  oxygen  required  in  the  blood,  assists  the  diges- 
tive functions,  and  is  reliable  wherever  it  is  necessary  to  sustain 
the  forces.     No  substitute  does  what  we  claim. 

Rekz  &  Henrt. 


Prize  Essays  on  the  Action  of  Alcohol  and  Its  Value 
IN  Disease. — The  American  Medical  Temperance  Association, 
through  the  kindness  of  J.  H.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  of  Battle  Creek, 
Mich.^  ofPers  the  following  prizes: 

1st.  One  hundred  dollars  for  the  best  essay  ''On  the  Physical 
Action  of  Alcohol,  Based  on  Original  Research  and  Experi- 
ment." 

2d.  One  hundred  dollars  for  the  best  essay  ''On  the  Non- 
Alcoholic  Treatment  of  Disease." 

These  essays  must  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee, 
Dr.  Crothers,  Hartford,  Conn.,  on  or  before  May  1,  1893.  They 
should  be  in  typewriting,  with  the  author's  name,  in  a  sealed  en- 
velope, with  motto  to  distinguish  it.  The  report  of  the  commit- 
tee will  be  announced  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
in  June,  1893,  and  the  successful  essays  read. 

These  essays  will  be  the  property  of  the  Association  and  will 
be  published  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee.  All  essays  are 
to  be  scientific,  and  without  restrictions  as  to  length,  and  limited 
to  physicians  of  this  country. 

Address  all  inquiries  to  T.  D.  Crothers,  M.D., 

Secretary  of  Committee,  Hartford,  Conn. 


A  Modern  Method  op  Medication. — Among  the  many 
methods  of  administering  medicaments,  the  soluble  elastic  gela- 
tin capsule  is  growing  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular. 

There  are  many  efficient  but  unpalatable  medicaments  which 
may  be  readily  exhibited  in  this  way,  without  offending  the  pal- 
ate of  the  most  sensitive  patients,  and  capsules  are  much  easier 
to  swallow  and  more  soluble  than  pills. 

Few  physicians  are  aware  of  the  niany  medicaments  that  are 
now  administered  in  this  way.  Among  these  one  need  only  men- 
tion the  following  to  indicate  the  wide  application  of  this  method 
of  giving  numerous  drugs: 

Apiol,  balsam  fir,  balsam  Peru,  cascara  sagrada,  castor  oil  and 


podopbyllin,  chaulmoogra  oil,  cod-liver  oil  aod  creasote,  cod- 
liver  oil  and  iodine,  cod-liver  oil  and  iodofonn,  cod-Uver  oil  aod 
iron,  cod-liver  oil  and  phosphorus,  copaiba,  copaiba  and  cubeb; 
copftiba,  cubeb  and  biichu;  copaiba,  cubeb  and  iron;  copaiba, 
cubeb,  tnatico  and  sandal;  copaiba,  cubeb  and  aaraaparilla;  co- 
paiba aod  iroD;  copaiba,  cubeb  and  turpentine;  copaiba  and 
sandal;  creasote  (beeohwood),  1  minim;  eucalyptus  oil;  gur- 
jun  balsam;  liuseed  ail;  liquor  sedans;  male  fern  and  kamsla; 
nitroglycerin,  1-100  grain;  oil  of  pennyroyal;  pichi  extract;  brIoI; 
tar,  purified;  -valerian  oil;  Warburg's  tincture;  vintergreen  oil; 
wormseed  oil;  quinine  muriate  and  sulphate. 

Of  extra  sised  elastic-filled  gelatin  capsules  there  are  castor 
oil  2^  to  15  gramnieB;  cod-liver  oil,  2}  to  15  grammes;  male 
fern  and  castor  oil;  santonin  and  castor  oil. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  were  among  the  first  to  make  this 
method  popular,  and  will  be  pleased  to  afford  physicians  inter- 
ested all  desired  information  concerning  this  agreeable  method 
of  medication. 


A  Useful  Prophylactic. — The  subscriber,  a  supemumeiary 
physician  of  the  Hospital  of  Santa  Cruz,  of  this  city,  certifies: 
That  on  many  occasions  I  have  employed  and  advised  the  use  of 
Listeriue,  being  convinced  that  in  the  said  preparation  the  anti- 
septic properties  are  entirely  free  from  any  dangerous  or  even 
irritating  effects,  which  makes  it  a  most  useful  prophylactic  that 
can  be  employed  without  fear  in  all  cases. 

I  made  this  evident  at  Barcelona,  Spain,  November  30,  1891. 

Z.    DURAX. 


Chronic  Frostatitib,  Ibritability  of  bladder  and  Uke- 
THRA,  WITH  Incontkjuence  OP  Urine. — I  tested  Sannuito  in  a 
case  of  chronic  prostatitis  and  great  irritability  of  bladder  and 
urethra,  with  incontinuence  of  urine;  and  continued  its  use  until 
ne  half  bottles  were  taken,  when  the  patient  re- 
office  entirely  cured.     Two  months  have  elapsed 
of  the  malady.     The  case  may  be  of  interest  in 
ct  that  this  patient  referred  to  was  treated  unguc- 
p«rlod  of  six  weeks  in  one  of  the  leading  hospitals 
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in  this  city  for  the  same  trouble  before  reporting  to  me.  I  re- 
gard Sanmetto  as  par  exceHence  in  all  diseases  of  the  genito* 
urinary  orgaois.  I  prescribe  it  every  day,  and  patients  are  all 
benefitted  thereby.  J.  F.  Giiahah,  M.D. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


The  Chattanooga  Medical  Coi>leoe  opening  its  annual 
session,  September  15th,  has  a  larger  attendance  than  in  preced- 
ing years.  Just  under  the  shadow  of  grand  old  Lookout,  with 
railroads  radiating  to  every  point  of  the  compass,  in  the  midst 
of  a  series  of  hustling  and  humming  hives  of  mechanical  indus- 
try, with  a  large,  competent  and  able  faculty,  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  attain  high  rank  as  an  institution  of  medical 
knowledge.  A  postal  card  or  letter  addressed  to  Prof.  E.  A. 
Cobleigh,  M.D.,  Dean,  729  Chestnut  Street,  will  secure  a  full 
and  complete  catalogue,  giving  all  necessary  information  and 
particulars. 

» 
Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 

undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quiuine,  has  been  found  to 

be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 

and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 

we]]  as  children  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.     It  is  as  pleasant 

as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 

having  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the  unpleasant  head 

symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 

quinine  sulphate.     Possessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 

find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 

quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 


Malted  Milk  is  of  special  value  in  all  fevers,  phthisis, 
pneumonia,  nervous  prostration,  insomnia,  dyspepsia,  gastritis, 
ansemia,  diabetes,  in  fact  in  almost  in  any  case  where  diet  is  of 
importance.  If  1^he  doctor  is  tired,  worn  out,  exhausted  from  loss 
of  sleep  and  brain  worry  he  can  take  nothing  better  himself  as  a 
**pick-me-np." 
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Southern  Surgical  and  Gynecological  Association, 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  Sept.  1,  1892. — By  order  of  the  Council,  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  has  been  postponed  from  the 
8th,  9th  and  10th,  until  the  15th,  16th  and  17th  of  November. 


Erratum. — In  our  September  number,  p.  374,  the  name  Dr. 
Fryer,  in  Dr.  Will.  P.  Arnold's  article  on  **Light  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  Disease,"  should  be  Dr.  O.  S.  Thayer,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 


Albemarle  Chemical  Co. — Oentlemen:  I  was  one  of  the  first 
to  use  Therapine  in  Lousiville.  I  consider  it  the  best  antipyretic 
and  analgesic  I  have  yet  come  in  contact  with.  In  La  Grippe  I 
consider  it  a  superb  remedy.  T.  D.  Finck,  M.D., 

Hospital  Reports.  East  Jefferson  St.,  Louisville,  Ky. 


A  Convention  of  the  representatives  of  all  Southern  Colleges 
of  Medicine  will  be  held  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  November  16th,  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  question  of  a  higher  standard  of 
medical  education. 


The  Elixir  Quercus  Compound  certainly  does  all  that  is 
claimed  for  it.  I  administered  it  in  a  case  of  diarrhcea  in  a  con- 
sumptive patient,  and  it  did  better  than  anything  I  ever  gave 
him.     I  prescribe  it  frequently  with  good  results. 

H.  Crumley,  M.D. 

Chattanooga,  TenN. 


Dr.  W.  C.  Wile,  editor  of  the  New  England  Medical  Monthly, 
was  elected  Surgeon -General  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic at  the  annual  encampment  of  that  organization  in  Washing- 
ton in  September. 


The  Cosmopolitan  Magazine  has  not  only  through  the  months 
of  1892  fully  sustained,  but  excelled  its  previous  *high  standard 
of  excellence.  It  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  entertaining, 
interesting  and  instructive  literary  monthlies  of  the  day. 
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Annvax  of  thx  Univebsal  Medical  Sciknces,  1891.  A  Yearly  xU^ 
port  of  the  Progress  of  the  General  Sanitary  Sciences  Throughout  the 
World.  Edited  by  Chables  £.  Sajous,  M.D.,  and  Seventy  Associate 
Editors,  Assisted  by  over  Two  Hundred  Corresponding  Editors,  Col- 
laborators and  Correspondents.  Illustrated  with  Chromo-Lithographs, 
Engravings  and  Maps.  In  Five  Octavo  Volumes  of  about  540  Pagea 
each.  1892.  The  F.  A.  Davis  Company,  Publishers,  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  Chicago  and  London.  By  Subscription.  Price  for  the 
Five  Volumes,  |15. 

We  have  received  the  Anntutl  of  the  Uuivertal  Medical  Sciences^ 
for  1892.  It  is  unquestionably  the  best  of  the  series.  Any  one 
wishing  to  place  in  his  library  a  full  and  concise  compilation  of 
the  results  of  progress  in  the  entire  field  of  medical  science  and 
research  for  the  preceding  year  will  do  well  to  procure  this  most 
excellent  publication.  The  work  has  been  most  carefully  edited 
by  Dr.  Sajou»,  who  is  now  in  Paris,  to  make  arrangements  for 
bringing  out  succeeding  issues  of  the  Annual  simultaneously 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  His  collaborators,  among  whom 
will  be  found  the  names  of  many  of  our  most  eminent  writers  and 
observers,  have  rendered  him  most  efficient  service,  and  the  five 
volumes,  to  be  obtained  for  fifteen  dollars,  contain  a  mass  of  most 
valuable  inforniation,  compiled  in  such  a  convenient  form,  com- 
prising one  of  the  greatest  bargains  in  medical  literature  of  the 
age. 

We  quote  the  following  statement,  which  we  fully  and  heartily 
endorse,  from  one  of  our  cotemporaries.  The  Climatologisty  for 
July: 

"  This  is  the  fifth  year  since  the  inception  of  this  most  valuable 
yearly  summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  medical  world.  The 
statement  that  the  standard  adopted  in  and  maintained  by  the 
former  series  is  still  kept  up  in  the  series  of  the  present  year  is 
sufficient  to  cause  those  who  have  not  as  yet  seen  the  latter  to 
appreciate  its  value.  The  tremendous  amount  of  work  done  in 
the  preparation  of  this  work  can  readily  be  seen  by  an  examina- 
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tion  of  the  reference-list  and  index  of  the  various  volutnea.  The 
saving  of  work  to  those  inquiring  into  the  various  advances 
made  in  the  different  departments  pertaining  to  the  science  and 
art  of  medicine  and  surgery  can  only  be  appreciated  by  those 
who  iu  the  times  past  made  use  of  the  previous  issue  of  the  work. 
The  scheme  of  the  work  is  so  enormous,  and  its  executiou  so  ap- 
parently difficult,  that  it  is  encouraging  to  find  that,  far  from 
any  depreciation  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan,  each  year's 
issue  shows  distiuct  improvement  over  former  issues,  not  only  in 
the  appearance  but  in  the  coutents  of  the  work.  This  year's 
volumes  are  particularly  remarkable  in  the  number  of  well-repro- 
duced illustrations  that  are  appropriately  selected  and  freely 
inserted  throughout  the  text. 

"All  the  articles  are  of  excellent  character,  and  none  will  re- 
quire adverse  criticism.  From  the  nature  of  the  work  it  would 
be  impossible  to  give  even  an  attempt  at  a  review  of  the  various 
articles;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  all  are  of  such  a  character  as  to 
fulfil  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended;  and  that  to  one 
who  is  in  search  of  what  is  new  in  any  department  of  medical 
e  the  work  will  be  invaluable." 


Ah  Ahebican  Text-book  of  SuRUGBy,  fur  I'raclitioners  and  Htadenta. 
By  Charles  H.  Burnett.  M.D.,  Phineaa  S.  Omner.  M.D.,  Frpderic  S. 
DenniB,  M.D.,  William  W.  Keen,  M.D.,  Charles  B.  Narere.le,  M.D., 
R.>8well  Park,  M.D.,  Lewis  S.  Pilcher.  M.D.,  Nicholas  Senn,  M.D., 
FraDcis  J.  Shepherd,  M.D.,  Levis  A.  SlimBoa,  M.D.,  William  Thom- 
son, M.D.,  J.  Collins  Warren,  M.D.,  and  J.  William  White,  M.D. 
Edited  by  William  W.  Keen,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  and  J.  William  WnriE, 
M,D.,  Ph.D.  Profusely  illustrated.  Philadelphia:  W.  B.  Saunders, 
913  Walnut  Street.  18"J2.  Sold  by  Biibsmplion  only.  Price,  f7  net, 
cloth;  $8,  net,  sheey;  ¥9,  net,  half  ruwia.    Hvc>.,  (>p.  1209. 

With  the  crop  of  medical  literature  of  185*2,  the  Anieriean 
Text-book  of  Surgery  is  destined  to  take  high  rank  indeed.  It 
will  unquestionably  be  highly  appreciated  by  both  student  and 
practitioner.  One  of  our  leading  teachers  and  practitioners  of 
surgery,  who  has  given  it  a  careful  investigation,  speaks  of  it  in 
the  very  highest  terms. 

The  one  royal-octavo  volume  is  divided  into  tour  books  of  re- 
spectively nineteen,  ten,  eleven,  and  seven  chapters  each.    Book 
.,  being  devoted  to  General  Surgery,  its  Principles,  etc.;  Book 


REYIEWS   AND   BOOK   NOTICES.  501 

II.,  to  Special  Surgery;  Book  III.,  to  Regional  Surgery;  and. 
Book  IV.,  to  Operative  Surgery. 

We  quote,  as  showing  the  character  and  scope  of  this  most  ex* 
cellent  work,  the  following  extract  from  its  preface: 

"The  great  advances  which  have  been  made  in  the  science  and 
art  of  surgery  within  the  last  few  years  have  created  a  need  for 
new  sources  of  reference,  both  for  the  student  and  the  practi- 
tioner—  a  need  which  has  been  met  to  some  extent  abroad,  but 
not  so  thoroughly  in  this  country.  For  this  reason  the  present 
text-book  has  been  prepared  by  American  authors  who  are 
teachers  of  surgery  in  the  leading  medical  schools  and  hospitals. 
Many  of  the  most  important  subjects  are  considered  from  a  new 
stand-point,  and  special  prominence  has  been  given  to  surgical 
bacteriology,  and  to  the  most  recent  methods  of  treatment,  par- 
ticularly in  relation  to  asepsis  and  antisepsis,  and  to  the  newer 
methods  in  those  departments  in  which  of  late  such  notable  prog- 
ress has  been  made,  as  in  cerebral,  spinal,  abdominal,  and  pelvic 
surgery,  etc. 

''The  entire  book  has  been  submitted  in  proof-sheets  to  all  of 
the  authors  for  mutual  criticism  and  revision  as  a  whole.  The 
book  may,  therefore,  be  said  to  express  upon  important  surgical 
topics  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  surgeons  who  have  joined 
in  its  preparation,  although  it  must  be  understood  that,  while  it 
thus  represents  in  general  the  views  of  all  the  authors,  each  in- 
dividual author  is  free  from  absolute  responsibility  for  any  par- 
ticular statement.  Minor  differences  of  opinion  necessarily  ex- 
ist, and  are  recognised  in  the  text.'* 

Of  the  numerous  illustrations,  many  are  original,  among  them 
the  bacteriological  colored  plates  and  the  numerous  half-tone 
platQ^,  which  are  reproduced  with  great  fidelity  from  photographs 
of  patients  or  specimens,  and  which  add  greatly  to  the  book. 

It  is  truly  an  American  work,  by  American  authors,  and  of 
which  every  American  may  well  feel  proud. 

The  Essential  op  Histology.  By  Edward  A.  Schafer,  F.R.S., 
Jodrell  ProfesBor  of  Physiology  in  University  College,  London.  New 
(third)  edition.  In  one  octavo  volume  of  311  pages,  with  325  illustra- 
tions.   Cloth,  $3.00.    Philadelphia,  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.    1892.     . 

We  have  here  a  most  excellent  work,  furnishing  the  student 
with  full  and  explicit  directions  for  microscopical  examination  of 
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the  tiasaes  of  the  human  body.  It  is  alao  intended  to  serve  as  an 
elementary  text-book  on  histology,  comprising  all  the  essential 
facta  of  the  science,  but  omitting  unimportant  details,  the  dis- 
cussion of  which  is  only  calculated  to  confuse  the  learner. 

Only  those  methods  of  investigation  and  study  are  recom- 
mended upon  which  experience  has  proved  that  fuJl  dependence 
can  be  placed. 

The  subject-matter  is  embraced  in  forty-five  lessons  or  chap- 
ters, each  of  which  will  afford  occupation  for  the  student  or  a 
class  for  from  one  to  three  hours.  An  excellent  appendix  is  ad- 
ded, giving  full,  but  plain  and  pi-actical  directions  for  the  general 
methods  of  preserving  and  hardening  the  various  tissues  and 
organs. 

Naphevs'  Modeb?{  Trerapeutich.  In  two  haDdgnme  volumet  at  1000 
pagea  each.  Volume  I. — General  Medicine  and  DUeHses  of  Cbildren. 
Ninth  Edition,  Revised  and  Enlarj^ed.  Edited  by  Ai.ij:w  J.  Smith, 
M.D.,  .^SBiatant  DeiDonslrator  of  Morbid  Anatumj  and  Pathological 
Histology,  Lectnrer  on  Urinology,  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Pbysi- 
cisn  in  the  IMspenaary  for  DiseaseB  of  Cbildren,  University  Hospital, 
etc.  And  J.  Aubrey  Davis,  M.D.,  Assistant  Demonstrator  of  Obstet- 
rics, University  of  PennsylvaDla;  Assistant  Physician  to  Home  for  Crip- 
pled Cbildren,  Philadelphia.  Royal  Octavo.  Half  Rnsaia,  Marble 
Edge».  16.00  per  Volume,  Net.  Each  Volnme  Sold  Separately.  For 
^ale  by  Subscription  Only.  P.  BUkislon,  Son  &  Co.,  Medical  Pnbliah- 
ers,  10'l2  Walnnt  Street,  PhUadelphia,  Pa. 

The  frequent  demands  for  a  new  and  thoroughly  revised  edi- 
tion of  this  popular  work  have  induced  the  present  publishers  to 
have  one  prepared  in  the  most  complete  manner,  representing  the 
latest  achievements  of  therapeutic  science  as  set  forth  by  the 
most  distinguished  teachers  and  practitioners.  The  same  general 
plan  and  strictly  practical  aims  have  been  observed  as  in  former 
editions.  The  precise  formulae,  specific  directions,  and  methods 
of  treatment  recommended  by  the  most  eminent  American  and 
foreign  practitioners  are  given;  and  the  full  resources  of  the  ma- 
teria medica  are  grouped  under  the  various  diseases  to  which  they 
are  applicable.  Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  describing 
the  modes  of  employment  and  relative  value  of  new  remedies, 
including  the  latest  additions  to  therapeutical  agents. 

By  a  careful  arrangement,  all  the  diseases  which  the  physician 
is  likely  to  meet  are  presented  systematically  and  discussed  sep- 
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aratelj,  including  those  of  women  and  children  as  well  as  strictly 
medical  and  surgical  complaints.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
editors  to  set  forth  the  treatment  of  able  specialists  in  all  these 
departments,  so  that  the  general  practitioner  may  have  at  his 
command  the  therapeutic  resources  of  those  who  devote  their 
whole  attention  to  limited  fields  of  disease. 

With  this  end  in  view,  numerous  monographs,  journals,  and  spe- 
cial papers,  both  in  this  country  and  Europe,  have  been  consulted 
and  their  most  useful  therapeutic  suggestions  eiftracted.  No  other 
work  on  the  subject  will  be  found  so  thoroughly  and  constantly 
useful  to  the  practicing  physician,  because  no  other  supplies  so 
directly  and  with  such  ease  of  reference  the  information  he  desires. 

The  whole  work  has  been  rearranged,  the  better  part  rewritten, 
and  every  page  will  show  improvements  or  additions.  A  large 
number  of  new  and  representative  prescriptions  have  been  added 
to  the  text. 

The  volume  has  a  table  of  contents  and  three  elaborate  indexes, 
one  of  authors,  a  second  of  remedies  and  remedial  measures,  and 
a  third  of  diseases,  making  the  volumes  especially  useful  for 
ready  reference. 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys  and  Bladder;  a  Text-book  for  Students  of 
Medicine.  By  W.  F.  McNutt,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Ed.,  L.R.C.P.,  Ed., 
Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  University  of  Cali- 
fornia; Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys  and  Heart,  Post-graduate 
Department  University  of  California;  Consulting  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  to  the  Children's  Hospital;  Member 
of  the  International  Medical  Congress,  American  Medical  Association, 
California  State  Medical  Society;  President  of  the  California  Gynecolo- 
gical Society;  Ex-acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.S.N. ,  etc.  8vo.,  Cloth, 
242  pages,  illustrated.  Price,  $2.50.  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Pub- 
lishers, Philadelphia.     1892. 

This  book  is  based  upon  notes  of  lectures  delivered  to  the  med- 
ical students  of  the  University  of  California.  Some  of  the  lect- 
ures have  been  revised  and  elaborated,  and  divided  into  chapters. 

The  nomenclature  of  kidney  diseases,  particularly  of  the  in- 
flammatory varieties,  has  been  simplified  as  much  as  possible,  in 
the  hope  that  it  may  thus  be  the  more  readily  understood  by  the 
student. 

Section  I.,  of  two  chapters,  considers  the  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology of  the  Kidneys,  Anomalies  of  Position,  Form  and  Number. 
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SectioQ  II.  comprises  twenty  chapters  an  Diseases  of  the 
Kidney  8. 

Section  III.  includes  seven  chapters  on  Diseases  of  the  Renal 
Pelvis. 

Section  lY.  is  composed  of  thirteen  chapters  of  Diseases  of 
the  Bladder. 

Section  V.,  with  its  four  chapters,  is  devoted  to  Diabetes,  An- 
azoturia.  Oliguria,  and  Azoturia. 

The  eighteen  illustrations  arc  original,  and  were  taken  from 
specimens  in  the  possession  of  the  author  or  his  professional  asso- 
ciates at  the  Golden  Gate. 

We  can  heartily  commend  the  work  to  ou-  readers  with  the  as- 
surance that  they  will  never  regret  the  expenditure  of  the  time 
or  money  for  its  purchase  or  perusal. 

QoHORBH<F.A  AND  UttETHBiTis.  By  G.  Fbank  Lydstok,  M.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgical  Diaeasea  of  the  Gen ito-rrinary  System  and  Syphil- 
ology  in  (he  Chica^  College  of  Pbysiciana  and  Sni^eonB;  Snrgeon-in- 
Chitff  lo  the  Genilo-Urinary  and  Venereal  Departmeiil  of  the  West  Side 
Diflpensary;  Lecturer  on  Criminal  Anthropology  in  the  Union  Jmm 
School;  Member  nf  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  the  South- 
ern  Sorgical  and  Gynecological  Association;  Honorary  Member  of  the 
Texas  Slate  Medical  Association,  etc.  12mo.,  Paper,  21G  Pages.  [Phy- 
sicians' Leisure  Library  Series].  Price,  25  cents.  George  S.  Davis, 
publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.     1892. 

Although  yet  quite  distant  from  the  "sere  and  yellow  leaf," 
"the  lean  and  slippered  pantaloon,"  the  handsome  and  talented 
associate  editor  of  the  Western  Medical  Reporter,  has  for  some 
years  been  recognized,  at  least  in  the  great  Northwest,  as  an 
authority  on  gen ito- urinary  diseases.  He  has  given  us  in  this 
excellentnumberof  the  Physicians'  Leisure  Library  Series  a  most 
valuable  contribution  to  the  literature  of  a  much  vexed  and 
troublesome  subject.  We  cordially  commend  it  to  our  readers. 
Its  extremely  low  price  puts  it  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  if  its 
price  reached  the  amount  of  its  weight  in  silver,  it  would  be  well 
worth  the  purchase  and  the  time  taken  for  its  perusal  and  careful 
study. 

The  Ontario  Medical  Journal  is  the  title  of  a  new  monthly 
published  at  Toronto  and  edited  by  Drs.  R.  B.  Orr  and  W.  H. 


The  Southern  Practitioner. 

AN  INDEPENDENT  MONTHLY  JOURNAL, 

DEVOTED  TO  MEDICINE  AND  SURGERY. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  ONE  DOLLAR  PER  YEAR. 
DEEBINQ  J.  ROBERTS,  M.D„         -         -         Editor  and  Proprietor. 

Vol.  XIY.  NASHVIIiLE,  BECEMBEB,  1892.  NTo.  12. 

0iliginHt  ^amntttnimtians. 


TUBERCULOSIS   AND   SOME   OF   ITS   SURGICAL 
FORMS,  WITH  REPORT  OF  CASES. 


BY   WILL   K.    SHEDDAN,    M.D.,    OF   WILLIAM8PORT,    TENN. 


Since  the  discovery  of  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  by  Dr. 
Robert  Koch  in  1882,  there  has  not  been  much  added  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  etiology  of  this  malady.  The  l)acillus  is  now, 
I  think,  accepted  by  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  advanced  thinkers, 
writers,  and  investigators,  as  well  as  the  profession  in  general, 
as  the  specific  cause  of  the  disease  we  know  as  tuberculosis. 

There  are  some  things  that  I  wish  in  this  paper  to  notice  in 
regard  to  this  bacillus  of  tuberculosis: 

1.  The  small  size  of  this  specific  microorganism. 

2:  That  it  is  a  non-motile  microbe. 

3.  Its  tenacity  of  life  and  virulence. 

4.  Its  methods  of  reproduction. 

5.  Its  means  of  gaining  access  tp  the  interior  of  the  human 
organism. 
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6.  The  environments  necessary  for  its  development  and  repro- 
duction in  the  animal  economy. 

7.  Some  of  the  patboLogical  sequences  of  ita  access  to,  and 
development  and  reproduction  in,  the  human  body. 

8.  Some  of  the  means  of  preventing  the  disease,  and  the 
treatment  of  some  of  the  surgical  forms  of  this  dread  destroyer 
of  the  human  family. 

In  this  hurried  and  imperfect  paper  I  do  not  propose  to  dis- 
cuss the  various  causes  and  reasons  that  led  up  to  the  discovery 
of  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  by  Koch.  Beginning  with  the 
first  inoculation  experiments  with  tubercular  products  by  Kor- 
tum  in  1789,  and  repeated  by  Cruvielhier,  Villemin,  Laoghans, 
Comil,  Hoffman,  Cohn,  Waldenburg,  and  others  too  numerous 
to  mention  of  that  and  subsequent  times  down  to  1877,  wheq 
Klebs  made  hia  first  cultivation  experiments  that  were  soou  after 
repeated  by  Max  SchUUer,  Bn<l  although  both  these  investigators 
failed  to  discover  the  specific  microorganism,  it  was  a  step  farther 
on  the  road  to  success  that  Koch  reached  in  1882  when  he  dis- 
covered, isolated,  cultivated,  and  made  successful  inoculation 
experiments  with  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis.  He  also  de- 
scribed its  morphological  characteristics,  staining  reactions,  and 
culture  peculiarities  so  clearly  that  all  honest,  earnest  investi- 
gators, almost  without  exception,  since  that  time  have  been  able 
to  find  and  study  its  especial  peculiarities  in  all  tuberculous 
processes  and  products.  It  has  now  become  a  settled  fact  in  the 
medical  and  surgical  world  that  the  presence  of  the  bacillus 
must  be  proven  to  settle  the  question  of  diagnosis  in  any  and  all 
doubtful  cases. 

1.  As  to  the  smalt  size  of  this  bacillus,  I  will  say  that  it  is 
one  of  the  smallest  nf  all  the  known  pathogenic  microCrganismg; 
there  being  only  two  that  are  smaller,  the  bacillus  of  mouse  sep- 
ticeemia  and  PfeiSer's  infiueoza  bacillus,  both  being  smaller  than 
the  bacillus  tuberculosis.  The  small  size  of  the  organism  favors 
the  general  dissemination  by  currents  of  air  disturbing  the  dust 
of  the  rooms  and  other  places  where  the  desiccated  products  of 
tuberculosis  are  carelessly  allowed  to  remain  and  are  not  de- 
stroyed; for  they  should  always  be  sterilized  or  destroyed,  and 
not  allowed  to  be  scattered  carelessly  broadcast.  Again,  the 
9ma)l  size  of  the  bacillus  favors  it  in  gaining  an  sdmittanfe  into 
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the  animal  body  by  allowing  it  to  find  lodgment  in  extremely 
small  and  insignificant  lesions  of  the  protective  epithelial  struct- 
ures of  the  skin  and  mucous  and  serous  surfaces. 

2.  Its  being  a  non-motile  microbe  shows  at  once  that  its  pro- 
pulsion and  motion  are  accolnplished  by  some  force  other  than 
itself;  so  it  is  transported  from  place  to  place  in  the  animal  body 
by  the  currents  of  blood  or  lymph,  or  else  by  attaching  itself  to 
some  of  the  migratory  cells  is  conveyed  by  them  in  their  amoeboid 
movements  to  new  parts. 

3.  \s  to  its  tenacity  of  life  and  virulence,  it  is  well-known 
to  be  very  tenacious  of  both.  Desiccation  at  any  thing  like 
ordinary  temperatures  does  not  destroy  it,  but  instead  favors  its 
dissemination  by  means  of  dust  and  air  currents.  Koch  has 
cultures  four  years  old  that  have  passed  through  fifty  or  sixty 
generations,  and  yet  retain  all  their  vitality  and  virulence. 

4.  As  to  its  manner  of  reproduction:  It  is  by  spore  formation. 
In  a  state  of  fructification  each  bacillus  contains  from  two  to 
six  spores;  in  some  of  the  bacilli  the  spores  form  slight  lateral 
projections,  though  usually  the  spores  form  in  the  ends  of  the 
rods.  This  reproduction  also  takes  place  in  the  animal  body,  as 
observed  by  Koch,  Frankel,  and  others. 

6.  Its  mode  of  gaining  access  into  the  animal  body  is  by  means 
of  the  small  lesions  of  the  epithelial  structures  of  the  skin  or 
mucous  surfaces  of  the  respiratory,  alimentary,  genito-urinary, 
optic,  or  auditory,  tracts. 

6.  The  conditions  necessary  for  its  development  is  a  sufficient 
degree  of  heat,  ranging  from  86*^  to  105^  Fahr. ;  a  certain  degree 
of  moisture  is  another  necessary  condition,  as  is  also  an  alkaline, 
nitrogenous  pabulum.  ''The  best  culture  medium,"  says  Koch, 
''is  moist,  solidified  blood  serum  of  an  ox  or  sheep.''  So  the 
bacillus  finds  all  the  environments  necessary  to  its  growth  and 
spore  formation  present  in  the  human  body. 

7.  The  first  changes  noticed  in  an  infected  area  of  the  human 
body  as  a  sequence  of  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  is  an  aggrega- 
tion of  cells,  at  first  invisible  to  the  naked  eye.  This  cell  aggre- 
gation is  the  product  of  a  minute  focus  of  inflammation  in  some 
endothelial,  lymphoid,  or  connective  tissue  structure  of  a  chronic 
form. 

Pro  e9aor  Benn  sa^s  that  *'ii  tubercle  nodule  is  nothing  more 
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or  less  than  a  circumscribed  iDflammatory  product,  the  histo- 
logical elements  of  which  are  composed  of  new  tissue  formed  by 
the  proliferation  of  fixed  tissue  cells  which  come  in  contact  with 
the  tubercle  bacillus  or  its  toxines."  He  further  says  that  ''the 
specific  pathogenic  effect  of  the  bacillus -consists  in  its  power  to 
cause  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  tissues  in  which  it  is  local- 
ized or  with  which  it  comes  in  contact." 

The  histological  structure  of  a  tubercle  nodule  is:  (1)  Leuco- 
cytes, (2)  giant  cells,  (3)  epithelial  cells,  and  (4)  reticulum. 

Professor  Senn  says  in  reference  to  the  presence  of  these  ele- 
ments: ''In  the  tubercle  nodule  the  bacilli  appear  to  exercise 
only  a  mild  pathogenic  effect  on  the  capillary  wall,  as  the  pri- 
mary inflammatory  product  is  always  scanty."  He  also  says  that 
"the  colorless  blood  corpuscles  can  only  escape  in  considerable 
numbers  through  inflamed  capillary  walls  which  have  undergone 
alteration  from  the  action  of  some  specific  microbic  cause,  and 
that  the  escape  of  colorless  blood  corpuscles  can  only  take  place 
into  the  tubercle  nodule  after  such  changes  have  been  produced 
by  the  action  of  the  bacillus  on  the  cement  substance  of  the 
endothelial  lining  of  the  capillary  vessels." 

The  leucocytes  are  found  disseminated  among  the  other  cellu- 
lar elements  of  the  tubercle  nodule,  and  are  in  greatest  abund- 
ance toward  the  periphery  of  the  nodule.  They  are  most  nu- 
merous when  t^e  process  is  acute;  they  undergo  degenerative 
changes  by  coagulative  necrosis  of  their  protoplasm,  and  are 
never  converted  into  any  other  form  of  cell  or  tissue  found  in  a 
tubercular  product. 

The  giant  cells,  about  which  a  great  deal  has  been  said  con- 
cerning their  origin  and  diagnostic  value  in  the  tubercle  nodule, 
do  not  differ  from  giant  cells  found  in  the  normal  tissues,  or  in 
sarcomas,  or  in  inflamed  serous  surfaces,  in  the  alveoli  of  the 
lungs  in  cases  of  pneumonia,  and  around  foreign  bodies  that 
have  become  encysted  in  the  tissues  of  the  body.  The  giant 
cells  are  simply  overgrown  hyperplastic  tissue  cells  possessed  of 
amoeboid  movements,  and  capable  of  taking  up  and  appropriat- 
ing fine  particles,  such  as  microbes,  pigment  particles,  aid  blood 
corpuscles  that  have  undergone  fragmentation.  In  the  tubercle 
nodule  the  giant  cells  are  hyperplastic  epithelioid  cells,  and  are 
derived  from  the  same  histological  source  ^  (hescf    <'  In  a  reowt 


ORIGINAL    COMMtTNICATlONS — SHEDbAl^.  509 

tubercle,"  Professor  Senn  says,  "the  giant  celk  occupy  the  cen- 
tral portion,  and  usually  contain  tubercle  bacilli  in  greater  or 
lesser  numbers."  The  first  degenerative  changes  occur  in  the 
centre  of  a  giant  cell,  and,  according  to  Weigert,  they  consist  of 
structural  and  chemical  changes  indicative  of  coagulation  ne- 
crosis. 

"The  epitheloid  cells  in  a  tubercle,"  Kindfieisch  says,  "are 
intermediate  in  size  between  giant  cells  and  leucocytes,  and  are 
found  in  every  tubercle  nodule  that  has  not  undergone  caseation." 
These  cells  were  first  described  by  Rindfleisch,  and  were  called 
by  him  epithelioid  cells,  from  their  close  resemblance  to  epithe- 
lial cells.     Klebs  called  them  platycytes,  and  says  "they  are 
about  two  or  three  times  larger  than  a  white  blood  corpuscle." 
They  form  the  bulk  of  all  tubercle  nodules  of  recent  appearance, 
and  are  scattered  between  the  giant  cells,  and  are  often  arranged 
in  rows  or  layers  around  them.     The  histological  source  of  these 
cells  was  supposed  by  Schueppel,  Zeigler,  and  some  others  to  be 
the  leucocytes.     Others — Auf retch,  Hering,  and  Woodward,  for 
instance — thought  they  were  derived  from  the  endothelial  cells 
of  the  lymph  spaces;   while  Rindfleisch  and  most  of  the  more 
modern  histologists  think  that  they  originate  from  the  endothe- 
lial cells  of  the  blood  vessels,  lymphatics;  and  connective  tissue 
cells.     The  epithelial  cells  are  the  product  of  the  proliferation 
of  any  fixed  tissue  cells  in  a  tubercular  lesion;  they  are  em- 
bryonal cells,  and  remain  as  such  until  they  are  destroyed  by 
some  degenerative  change  from  the  continued  action  of  the  bacil- 
lus or  its  ptomaines,  or  until,  on  the  cessation  of  the  specific 
primary  cause,  they  are  developed  into  tissue  of  greater  dura- 
bility. 

Reticulum. — Schueppel  first  called  attention  to  the  reticulated 
structure  of  tubercle  by  his  description  of  the  reticular  arrange- 
ment within  tubercles  of  lymphatic  glands. 

The  reticulum,  according  to  most  authorities,  consists  of  the 
pre-existing  connective  tissue  pushed  asunder  by  th^  new  cells; 
while  others,  notably  among  whom  are  Mayner,  Browdowski, 
Thaon,  and  Zeigler,  contend  that  it  is  made  up  of  protoplasm. 
Mahlberg  believes  that  the  principal  reticulum  consists  of  proto- 
plasm which  is  traversed  by  a  network  of  connective  tissue. 
Others,  like  Buhl,  believe  it  to  be  secreted  by  the  epithelioid 
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and  giant  cells.  These  different  components  of  a  tubercle  nodule 
are  aranged  as  follows:  First,  an  outer  layer  of  small  embryonal 
cells,  which  are  the  product  of  tissue  proliferation  formed  from 
a  mesoblastic  matrix,  usually  the  connective  tissue  and  its  em- 
bryonal and  histological  prototype,  the  endothelial  cells  of  the 
blood  vessels  and  lymphatics.  From  these  cells  later  on  the 
epithelioid  and  giant  cells  are  developed.  The  second  layer  in 
the  tubercle  nodule  is  made  up,  according  to  Gunle  and  Tizzoni, 
of  the  epithelioid  cells  and  the  reticulum.  A  third,  or  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  nodule,  is  made  up  principally  of  giant  cells. 

''But,"  says  Professor  Senn,  ''the  structure  of  a  tubercle 
nodule  does  not  always  follow  this  typical  course  in  its  compo- 
nent parts  and  development;"  for,  says  he,  "the  giant  cells  are 
not  always  present  in  every  case,  or  at  least  cannot  always  be 
found,  while  in  others  they  are  numerous,  for  the  reason  that 
giant  cells  can  only  develop  from  the  epithelioid  cells  when  the 
local  conditions  are  favorable  to  their  hypernutrition — that  is, 
if  the  leucocytes  in  a  state  of  fragmentation  are  within  their 
reach." 

He  says  that  "when  they  are  present  they  always  mark  the 
starting-point  of  tubercular  infection,  as  only  the  older  epithe- 
lioid cells  undergo  this  development."  He  also  says  that  "the 
epithelioid  cells  are  subject  to  great  variation  in  numbers  and 
size,  dependent  on  the  nutritive  conditions  within  and  immedi- 
ately around  the  infected  area."  If  cell  proliferation  is  active, 
ihej  appear  in  densely  packed  numbers  in  the  recticulum.  The 
leucocytes  are  scattered  among  the  epithelioid  and  giant  cells, 
and  reach  the  part  through  the  inflamed  walls  of  the  capillary 
vessels  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  being  most  numerous  in  the 
periphery  of  the  nodule  and  along  the  course  of  the  affected 
capillaries. 

The  growth  of  tubercle  nodules  depends  on  the  formation  of 
new  tissue,  migration  of  leucocytes,  and  the  confluence  of  the 
typical  microscopic  nodules  into  larger  masses.  Baumgarten  says 
that  "the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis,  when  brought  in  contact  with 
fixed  tissue  cells  susceptible  to  its  pathogenic  action,  incites  tissue 
proliferation,  which  always  takes  place  by  karyokinesis."  He 
also  observed  karyokinetic  figures  in  tuberculous  tissue  in  cells 
derived  from  connective  tissue  endothelia  and  epithelia.     The 
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tubercle  bacilli  are  found  in  the  interior  of  giant  and  epithelioid 
cells,  as  well  as  between  them. 

Each  tubercle  nodule  increases  in  size  by  the  growth  of  new 
cells  from  pre-existing  tissue;  and  as  the  primary  cause,  the 
bacillus  of  tuberculosis  multiplies  in  the  tissues,  bacilli  are  con- 
veyed into  the  surrounding  tissues  by  the  leucocytef  in  their 
migration,  also  by  the  plasma  currents.  So  by  these  means  new 
centres  of  tubercle  formation  are  established,  which  later  on  be- 
come confluent,  forming  masses  of  considerable  size  with  their 
numerous  foci  of  caseation  corresponding  to  the  centre  of  each 
primary  nodule. 

The  growth  of  tubercle  is  favoreS  by  those  general  and  local 
causes  that  diminish  tissue  resistance  and  interferes  with  proper 
cell  metabolism;  while  retardation  of  growth  takes  place  in  con- 
sequence of  degenerative  changes  in  the  cells  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed, or  if  the  cells  are  converted  into  a  tissue  of  a  higher 
type  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  or  disappearance  of  the 
specific  cause. 

Among  the  many  general  causes  for  the  development  of  tuber- 
culosis, there  is  one  usually  spoken  of  by  almost,  I  might  say 
all  authorities,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  I  wish  especially  to  notice, 
and  that  is  the  hereditary  transmission  of  the  disease.  I  want 
to  say  now  that  I  regard  it  as  impossible  for  a  microbic  disease 
to  be  transmitted  ftrom  parent  to  progeny.  And  after  a  diligent 
search  on  my  part  through  many  and  different  text- books  and 
medical  periodicals  for  a  number  of  years  back,  I  fail  to  find  a 
single  instance  of  well- proven  and  duly  authenticated  transmis- 
sion of  disease  germs  from  parent  to  child  by  heredity.  This 
search  includes  all  the  numbers  of  the  Medical  News  for  ten 
years,  all  the  numbers  of  the  Ameriean  Journal  of  the  Medical 
Sciences  for  nineteen  years,  and  several  years  of  the  Journal  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  besides  numerous  other  med- 
ical periodicals.  I  find  many  cases  reported  as  such,  but  on 
careful  scrutiny  I  find  them  cases  of  intra-uterine  infection. 

I  wish  to  be  understood  as  to  what  I  consider  hereditary  trans- 
mission of  disease  germs  to  be,  and  it  is  this:  that  the  germinal 
elements,  or  cells,  that  go  to  produce  the  entity  or  embryo  must 
one  or  the  other,  or  both,  prior  to  their  union  contain  in  this 
case  the  tubercle  bacillus.     Suppose  that  either  the  one  or  the 
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other,  or  both,  did  contain  or  was  contaminated  with  the  tubercle 
bacillus,  would  it  or  they  be  capable  of  development,  in  the 
light  of  our  present  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  microbes  on  the 
protoplasm  of  cells?  I  answer  most  certainly  not.  Owing  to 
the  degenerative  changes  that  would  be  set  up  in  the  protoplasm 
of  the  germinal  cells,  either  the  spermatozoon  or  the  ovum,  they 
would  be  incapable  of  development,  and  there  could  be  no  prog- 
eny in  such  a  case  to  inherit  the  disease  germs  to  be  so  trans- 
mitted. Now,  the  position  that  I  assume  is,  that  for  it  to  be  a 
hereditary  transmission  the  germinal  cell  of  one  or  the  other,  or 
both  parents,  must  be  infected  before  their  union,  as  it  then  be- 
comes a  separate  individual,  and  at  least  the  paternal  part  of  the 
procreative  process  is  at  an  end.  I  maintain  that  any  disease 
process  in  the  embryo  during  its  intra-uterine  existence,  espe- 
cially any  tubercular  process,  is  due  to  intra-uterine  infection, 
just  as  we  would  say  that  a  fcstus  that  might  contract  variola 
from  the  mother  during  an  attack  of  this  disease  was  infected  by 
the  mother  in  utero;  we  would  hardly  call  it  a  case  of  hereditary 
small-pox.  Allow  me  here  to  say  that  I  believe,  if  the  general 
and  local  conditions  are  favorable  for  it,  the  foetus  during  any 
part  of  its  intra-uterine  existence  may  become  infected  with 
pathogenic  microorganisms.  And  I  will  further  say  that,  with 
Manzeri,  I  believe  the  transmission  of  microbes  from  mother  to 
foetus  through  normal  placental  vessels  to  bcton  impossibility.  Ac- 
cording to  his  experiments,  some  of  which  I  have  repeated,  no 
formed  elements  can  pass  from  the  maternal  to  the  foetal  circula- 
tion unless  the  placenta  he  diseased  by  some  inflammation,  or 
else  be  partially  detached,  so  that  the  walls  of  the  villi  are  soft- 
ened or  destroyed.  Abnormality  of  the  placental  circulation, 
then,  must  be  a  necessary  condition  to  favor  the  intra-uterine 
infection  of  the  foetus  by  transmission  of  pathogenic  microor- 
ganisms from  the  maternal  blood  to  the  foetal;  such  infection 
not  being  hereditary,  in  the  sense  at  least  in  which  I  understand 
the  term,  but  intra-uterine  infection. 

Professor  Senn,  in  his  work  on  the  ** Principles  of  Surgery,*' 
in  the  article  on  the  direct  transmission  of  pathogenic  bacteria, 
says :  ' '  Both  clinical  observation  and  experimental  research  leave 
no  room  for  doubt  that,  in  some  infectious  diseases  at  least,  he* 
redity  is  traceable  to  the  direct  transmission  of  the  specific  mi- 
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crobe,  either  by  means  of  transportation  by  the  spermatozoa  to 
the  oTum  or  by  their  entrance  through  the  thin  wall  which  sepa- 
rates the  maternal  from  the  fcBtal  circulation."  The  first  named 
of  these  methods  of  transportation  of  the  microt^rganism  would 
be  hereditary  transmission,  if  it  were  possible  for  a  cell  contain- 
ing a  bacillus  of  a  pathogenic  character  to  go  on  to  a  perfect 
state  of  develo])ment,  which,  I  think,  is  now  a  proven  impos- 
sibility. 

The  second  means  of  transmission  would  be  intra-uterine  in- 
fection and  not  hereditary  transmission,  and  could,  in  my  opinion, 
only  occur  provided  there  was  some  abnormality  of  the  placental 
circulation  from  some  diseased  condition,  or  injury,  at  the  site  of 
its  attachment  to  the  uterine  walls.  I  think  that  none  of  the 
cases  cited  by  Dr.  Senn  in  the  above  mentioned  article  proves 
the  conclusions  he  draws  from  them  at  all,  but  do  prove  that  in- 
tra-uterine infection  may  occasionally  occur,  and  as  frequently 
failed  to  occur.  Thus»  I  think,  establishing  the  fact  that 
such  infection  can  only  occur  in  cases  where  there  is  some 
abnormality  of  the  placental  circulation.  So  the  conclusion  that 
I  reach  is,  that  in  regard  to  the  hereditary  transmission  of  patho- 
genic micro(3rganisms,  it  is  unproven,  and  an  untenable  position 
that  should  no  longer  be  taken  into  account  in  the  etiology  of 
these  diseases. 

The  transmission  from  parent  to  progeny  of  a  special  and 
peculiar  predisposition  to  the  attack  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  as  a 
factor  in  its  causation,  I  think,  a  much  overdrawn  picture.  In 
cases  of  illy  developed  persons,  and  persons  of  a  low  vitality  of  cell 
formation,  and  powers  of  little  resistance  which  all  such  persons 
have,  their  progeny  would  be  possibly  more  liable  to  the  attack 
of  any  pathogenic  organic  organism  than  those  born  of  sturdier 
parents,  but  not  more  liable  to  any  special  one  than  another.  To 
say  that  a  child  born  of  tubercular  parents  may  inherit  a  special 
type  of  cell  structure  that  is  especially  liable  or  predisposed  to 
the  attack  of  the  bacillus  of  tuberculos^'s  and  not  be  liable  to  the 
attack  of  any  other  microorganism  of  a  pathogenic  character  is, 
in  my  opinion,  an  absurd  idea. 

Any  cause,  be  it  either  an  inherited  or  an  acquired  one,  that 
tends  to  interfere  with  the  proper  metabolism  of  cells,  and  to 
lower  the  vital  resistance  of  protoplasm,  is  a  predisposing  cause 
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for  tuberculosis  or  any  other  infectious  disease.  According  to 
most  authorities,  about  one  of  every  seven  deaths  is  caused  by 
tuberculosis.  If  such  be  true,  then  there  is  not  an  individual  in 
the  country  that,  according  to  those  teachers  of  the  hereditary 
idea  of  the  disease,  that  has  not  inherited  the  bacillus  or  else  a 
special  and  peculiar  predisposition  to  its  attack.  So,  then,  ac- 
cording to  this  idea,  fully  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  deaths 
occurring  at  present,  ought  to  be  due  to  tuberculosis.  So,  in 
concluding  this  part  of  my  subject,  let  me  say,  away  with  the 
.false  idea  of  heredity  in  tuberculosis,  and  let  us  not  keep  every 
one  that  may  have  had  a  grand -parent,  parent,  uncle,  or  aunt  to  die 
of  tuberculosis  on  the  rack  of  torture,  daily  expecting  to  see  some 
of  the  signs  so  characteristic  of  the  destroyer  make  their  appear- 
ance in  their  own  persons,  because  they  have  been  told  that  they 
have  inherited  the  disease. 

If  we,  as  medical  men,  seeking  after  scientific  truths,  will  take 
the  pains  and  trouble  to  do  so  we  can  always  find  some  acquired 
cause,  or  predisposition  due  to  bad  habits,  bad  sanitary  condi- 
tions, or  bad  hygienic  surroundings  of  the  individual,  to  account 
for  the  predisposition  so  necessary  to  the  development  of  tuber- 
culosis that  are  preventable  or  remediable  in,  I  will  say,  all  cases 
of  this  dread  disease;  and  such  a  course,  to' say  the  least,  would 
be  a  more  scientific  way  of  proceeding  than  to  attempt  to  ^saddle 
the  responsibility  on  the  myth  of  heredity,  of  wiiich  all  is  con- 
jecture and  nothing  is  definite. 

As  to  the  immediate  exciting  causes  of  this  disease,  of  course 
the  bacillus  stands  first  as  the  specific  cause,  but  there  are  some 
other  factors  to  be  taken  into  account  in  the  summing  up  of  its 
etiology.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
that  are  abroad  in  this  fair  land  of  ours,  and  owing  to  the  care- 
less way  in  which  these  are  allowed  to  scatter  the  products  of 
their  tuberculous  process  abroad  in  an  unsterilized  and  fertile 
state  of  virulence,  there  is  no  person  that  at  some  one  or  numer- 
ous times  in  their  life  history  have  not  received  their  quota  of 
the  bacilli  in  the  dust  taken  in  with  the  atmospheric  air  during 
respiration,  or  else  with  their  food  and  water  taken  to  nourish 
their  animal  economy.  So  the  localization  and  development  of 
the  tubercle  bacillus  must  depend  on  some  cause  or  causes  other 
than  has  yet  been  spoken  of,  and  what  are  they?    There  must  be 
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B,  locus  minoris  resistentia,  produced  by  some  influence  or  injury 
to  cause  the  localization  and  development  of  the  bacillus.  For 
instance,  how  often,  I  may  say  we  always  see  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis follow  or  beginning  with  the  subsidence  of  a  bronchitis 
or  a  pneumonia?  And  these  usually  are  mild  cases  that  it  ap- 
pears after,  and  as  the  above-mentioned  diseases,  especially  bron- 
chitis, are  so  very  common  and  frequent,  I  think  we,  by  this 
process  of  reasoning,  may  find  the  rational  solution  for  the  greater 
frequency  of  the  localization  of  the  disease  in  the  lungs  than  in 
other  organs  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cases  of  the  disease, 
we  see.  I  think  some  precedent  lesion  is  necessary  to  cause  the 
localization  and  development  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

Such  lesions,  to  favor  the  localization  and  development  of  the 
tuberculous  process  must  necessarilly  be  slight.  The  great  cell 
activity  occurring  after  the  severer  lesions;  as,  for  instance,  after 
an  amputation  or  a  fracture,  to  repair  such  injuries  is  inimical 
to  the  development;  in  fact,  destructive  to  the  bacillus  of  tuber- 
losis;  for,  at  this  active  seat  of  work  of  the  cells,  the  phagocytes 
are  numerous  and  perform  their  functions  to  their  fullest  capa- 
city; so,  from  the  fact  that  the  cause  of  slight  local minariBresisten- 
tia,  or  the  minute  size  of  the  infection  atrium,  the  primary  focus 
of  localization  and  development  are  masked  or  overlooked,  ow- 
ing to  the  extension  of  the  area  of  infection  to  more  important 
structures,  or  systemic  infection,  which  brings  about  symptoms 
of  greater  gravity,  thereby  causing  us  to  overlook  its  primary 
focus  of  development. 

Sometimes  we  see  cases  of  well-marked  inoculative  tuberculosis. 
Cases  caused  by  inoculation  with  tubercular  products  of  the  in- 
dividual— the  primary  lesion  always  begins  at  the  point  of  inocu- 
lation. To  this  category  I  would  refer  most,  in  fact  all,  cases  of 
lupus,  tubercular  tendo-syno vitis  and  some  cases  of  cystitis,  metri- 
tis, salpingitis,  otitis  externa,  and,  frequently,  adenitis  of  lymph 
and  other  glands,  and  others  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
speak  of  here.  Again,  to  support  the  idea  of  the  necessity  of 
there  being  some  precedent  lesion  to  determine  the  localization 
and  development  of  this  trouble,  and,  allow  me  to  repeat,  they 
are  always  slight  injuries  and  often  passed  unnoticed  for  their 
immediate  effects,  how  of^^en  do  we  see  slight  injuries  of  hip-joint 
give  rise  to  a  tuberculous  coxitis.     So  with  slight  sprains  or  con- 
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tusioos  of  the  spinal  column  winding  up  as  Pott's  disease.  So  with 
some  slight  sprain  or  other  slight  injury  of  the  shoulder,  knee, 
ankle,  wrist,  or  carpal  and  tarsal  joints,  do  we  see  tubercular 
processes  follow.  80,  again,  with  slight  contusions  of  the  perios- 
teum or  bone  we  will  often  find  tubercular  periostitis  or  ostitis 
follow  in  their  wake.  Again,  the  bacillus  may  find  lodgement 
in  some  microscopic  infection  atrium  of  the  skin  or  mucous  or 
serous  surface,  and  be  carried  by  the  plasma  current  to  some 
lymph  gland  and  set  up  its  train  of  degenerative  changes  in  it. 
That  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  way  the  cervical  lymph  glands  are 
so  often  infected,  and  in  which  we  often  see  the  characteristic 
degenerative  changes,  thus  becoming  a  new  depot  from  which 
later  on  systemic  infection  will  likely  occur,  and  thus  destroy 
the  individual. 

The  pathological  varieties  of  tubercle  have  been  described  ac- 
cording to  the  preponderance  of  some  one  or  another  of  the  his- 
tological elements  in  its  structure  or  the  condition  of  the  cells  of 
which  it  is  composed.  Reticulated  tubercle  is  the  most  common 
form  and  the  one  usually  met  with,  and  its  most  important  and 
distinguishing  histological  feature  is  that  it  contains  a  well-defined 
reticulum  composed  of  the  preexisting  connective  tissue  and  a  net- 
work of  branching  cells  in  the  meshes  of  which  are  found  quite 
profusely  the  epithelioid  cells  and  leucocytes. 

Fibrous  tubercle,  in  contradistinction  to  the  preceding  reticu- 
lated, or  lymphoid  tubercle  of  some  authors,  is  distinguished  by 
its  pearl-like,  light  gray  appearance.  It  is  said  to  be  found  most 
frequently  in  the  more  chronic  processes,  in  dense  fibrous  tissue, 
and  quite  often  in  newly-formed  connective  tissue.  Histologi- 
cally it  differs  from  the  above-named  variety,  in  being  made  up 
of  dense  connective  tissue  with  less  of  the  cellular  elements,  but 
the  cells  appear  to  have  been  of  a  more  rapid  growth  and  contain 
more  nuclei.  According  to  Langhaus,  this  variety  of  tubercle 
is  most  often  found  in  some  of  the  parenchymatous  organs, 
namely,  the  liver,  spleen,  kidneys,  brain,  or  testicles.  If,  in  a 
nodule  of  this  variety,  at  the  time  the  embryonal  cells  are  yet 
vigorous,  the  primary  microbic  cause  should  cease  to  act  and  de- 
generative changes  fail  to  take  place,  these  embryonal  cells  are 
developed  into  connective  tissue  and  result  in  a  cure.  Again, 
this  change  may  occur  in  the  periphery  of  the  nodule  while  the. 
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degenerative  changes  go  on  in  its  central  portion,  and  by  so  doing 
encapsulate  the  central  caseous  mass,  and  for  a  time,  and  especi- 
ally so  long  as  the  patient  is  well  nourished  and  his  vitality  is 
kept  up,  stop  the  tuberculous  process  at  that  point,  although  the 
caseous  mass  is  always  a  source  of  danger  so  long  as  it  remains. 

Hyaline  tubercle  is  another  variety  spoken  of  by  some  authors. 
Chiara  thought  this  to  be  a  more  benign  variety  than  the  others 
previously  mentioned.  Though  I  think,  with  Professor  Senn, 
that  we  can  not  class  this  as  a  separate  variety*,  for  the  hyaline 
appearance  is  one  of  the  earliest  phases  of  degeneration  by  coag* 
ulation  necrosis  of  the  protoplasm  of  cells,  and  it  is  only  when 
a  considerable  area  of  nodule  is  simultaneously  undergoing  this 
degenerative  change  that  the  hyaline  appearance  becomes  per- 
ceptible, and,  if  the  microbic  cause  persists,  caseation  will  soon 
follow  and  the  hyaline  will  become  a  cheesy  tubercle. 

Caseation  or  tyrosis  of  tubercle  is  a  change,  the  exact  nature 
of  which  process  is  as  yet  undetermined.  The  caseous  mass  is 
composed  of  the  products  of  cell  necrosis.  Early  death  of  cells 
is  the  most  characteristic  pathological  feature  of  tubercular  in- 
fection which  distinguishes  it  from  all  other  forms  of  chronic  in- 
flammation. This  caseous  degeneration  is  almost  pathognomonic 
of  tubercle  and  occurs  almost  always  in  every  case  where  suffi- 
cient time  has  elapsed. 

Two  causes  for  this  change  can  be  advanced:  First,  inadequate 
blood  supply,  caseation  always  commencing  in  the  centre  of  a 
nodule,  at  a  point  most  remote  from  the  vascular  supply.  Tu- 
bercle is  a  non -vascular  product;  from  some  unknown  causes  the 
angioblasts  are  converted  into  epithelioid  cells  that  have  lost  their 
power  to  form  new  vessels,  so  in  consequence  this  product  is  not 
supplied  with  new  blood  vessels.  The  second  caus^  that  can  be 
adduced  to  explain  this  process  of  caseous  degeneration  of  tuber- 
cular products  is  the  specific  action  of  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis 
or  its  ptomaines  on  the  embryonal  cells,  so  that  the  cells  in  the 
central  part  of  the  nodule  that  have  been  longest  exposed  to  this 
specific  action  are  the  first  to  undergo  this  change. 

Acute  miliary  tuberculosis  is  also  not  a  primary  pathological 
variety,  for  clinical  experience,  as  well  as  poBt-mortem  evidence, 
always  teaches  and  shows  it  to  be  dependent  on  the  liquefaction 
of  some  caseous  maas  in  some  lymph  gland,  bone,  joint,  testiele. 
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or  Other  organ;  and  the  opening  of  and  emptying  into  some  blood 
vessel  this  liquefied  mass  containing  numerous  spores  of  the  tuber- 
cle bacillus,  and  bj  this  means  causing  an  acute  general  infection. 

The  eighth  and  last  division  of  my  subject  that  I  wish  to  dis- 
cuss in  this  paper — namely,  some  of  the  methods  of  preventing 
this  terrible  malady,  and  the  measures  of  treating  some  of  the 
surgical  forms  that  we  so  often  see — is  now  to  be  considered. 

Ihe  part  of  this  division  of  my  subject  that  I  regard  as  most 
important  is  the  means  to  prevent  the  spread  and  to  curtail  the 
present  domain  of  this  **  white  plague,"  as  some  one  has  so  aptly 
named  it.  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  always  due  to  infection, 
and  not  transmitted  from  parent  to  offspring  by  heredity,  but  by 
infection  always,  then  preventive  measures  become  of  first  im- 
portance in  the  consideration  of  the  management  of  this  dire 
monster. 

The  first  step  in  the  prevention  of  this  disease  should  be  taken 
in  the  care  and  management  of  tuberculous  pregnant  women  dur- 
ing the  entire  period  of  gestation,  to  prevent  them  from  infecting 
the  fcetus  in  utero.  This  may  largely  be  done  by  using  all  the 
well-known  means  of  maintaining  and  keeping  up  the  vitality  of 
the  woman,  such  as  an  abundance  of  good  food,  good  air,  and  a 
proper  amount  of  exercise  in  the  outer  air  and  in  the  sunshine; 
and  by  good  air,  permit  me  to  say  that  it  is  an  atmosphere  free 
from  disease  germs,  dust,  noxious  vapors  of  factories  and  air 
poisoned  by  crowded  conditions  of  the  densely  populated  districts 
of  our  cities,  and  in  a  locality  where  the  hill  or  mountain  ranges 
protect  the  individual  from  the  cold  blasts  of  wind  in  the  wintej 
season.  The  most  of  the  time  of  such  persons  should  be  spent 
out  of  doors,  and  in  cold  weather  they  should  be  well  protected 
by  a  proper  amount  of  wraps.  With  these  hygienic  surround- 
ings, and  with  a  strict  supervision  of  all  the  bodily  functions  of 
digestion,  assimilation,  secretion,  and  excretion  by  a  competent 
medical  person,  the  proper  cell  metabolism  will  be  secured,  thereby 
maintaining  a  high  degree  of  vitality  of  the  tissues,  and  prevent- 
ing extraneous  and  impairing  factors  from  complicating  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient.  A  tuberculous  pregnant  woman  cared  for 
in  this  way  and  carried  through  to  the  normal  completion  of  her 
pregnancy  will,  in  my  opinion,  produce  a  healthy  and  weU- 
4eveloped  child  ^  as  I  haye  oftei^tim^^  Qeeit, 
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And  now  an  extra  amount  of  care  becomes  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  child  from  becoming  infected  with  the  bacillus  of  tuber- 
losis;  for  it  is  in  a  home  with  a  tuberculous  mother,  and  I  care 
not  how  good  the  mother's  general  condition  must  be,  she  should 
let  the  child  be  taken  care  of  by  a  competent,  healthy  nurse, 
and  under  no  circumstances,  for  her  own  good  and  the  good  of 
her  offspring,  should  such  a  mother  attempt  to  nurse  her  child. 
A  wet-nurse,  if  a  proper  one  could  be  found,  would  be  the  proper 
one  to  have  charge  of  the  child,  and  without  this  the  child  should 
be  fed  on  the  milk  of  a  good,  healthy  cow;  or,  in  my  opinion, 
goat's  milk  would  be  better,  for  it  is  said,  and  I  believe  experi- 
ments confirm  the  saying,  that  the  goat  is  insusceptible  to  the 
attacks  of  the  tubercle  bacillus.  The  milk  of  either  one  of  these 
animals  that  is  healthy,  and  the  milk  properly  cared  for  and 
sterilized,  or  kept  sterile  and  prepared  according  to  the  rules  for 
so  doing  to  be  found  in  any  good  work  on  pediatrics,  will  be  its 
best  food. 

The  reason  for  this  care  in  the  management  of  the  infant  must 
be  plain  to  the  most  casual  observer;  for  the  milk  of  the  mother 
with  tuberculosis  is  very  likely  to  contain  the  bacilli  or  their 
spores,  and  the  changes  in  the  mammary  glands  incident  to  lacta- 
tion will  be  favorable  to  the  localization  of  tubercular  process  in 
that  organ.  At  the  same  time  that  it  would  be  hazardous  to  the 
child,  it  would  be  of  incalculable  harm  to  the  mother  as  well. 
A  child  to  nurse  a  tuberculous  mother  would  take  into  Its  ali- 
mentary canal,  very  likely,  the  bacilli  or  their  spores,  and  find 
an  infection  atrium  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  that  tube  pro- 
duced by  some  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  same  to  which  the 
child  is  so  liable,  and  they  would  then  begin  their  deadly  work, 
and  thus  the  child  would  become  a  new  centre  for  the  develop- 
ment and  dissemination  of  tubercular  processes  and  products  to 
other  <* pastures  green." 

With  this  general  plan  of  management  of  such  cases,  of  which, 
of  course,  this  is  but  a  mere  synopsis,  strictly  carried  out,  how 
long  would  it  be  until  the  medical  profession  would  cease  to  hear 
of  and  speak  about  cases  of  hereditary  tuberculosis?  I  answer 
soon. 

As  to  the  general  means  to  prevent  the  dissemination  of  the 
bacillus  of  tuberculosis  and  its  spores,  all  cases  of  the  disease  should 
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be  furnished  with  the  means  to  collect  and  destroy  or  sterilize, 
and  be  required  to  make  use  o£  such  means  to  collect  and  destroy 
and  avoid  scattering  abroad  the  products  of  their  tubercular 
processes  by  expectoratiag  on  the  floors  of  all  public  halls,  such 
as  churches  and  theatres,  and  floors  and  carpets  of  residences, 
and  on  the  sidewalks  and  streets  of  our  towns  and  cities.  It  is 
those  cases  that  are  able  to  travel  around  that  are  the  source  of 
so  much  danger  to  the  public  health,  for  they  are  at  pre;ient  no- 
thing else  if  not  traveling  (Repots  of  infection,  carrying  about 
and  disseminating  disease  and  death  broadcast  over  the  earth. 

How  to  render  such  cases  a  source  of  less  danger,  and  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  the  means  of  disseminating  this  loathsome 
disease  broadcast,  is  the  thing  that  we  as  progressive  medical 
men  should  direct  our  best  efforts  and  all  our  ability  as  sanita- 
rians to  secure.  There  are  and  have  been  numerous  plans  de- 
vised to  secure  this  end,  but  they  all  entail  some  expense  and 
work  some  hardships  on  the  unfortunate  infected  individual  and 
the  community  at  large,  and  we  should  seek  to  devise  some  means 
to  stay  the  dissemination  of  tuberculous  products.  We  should 
seek  the  plan  that  gives  greatest  security  against  the  dissemina- 
tion of  the  disease  and  entail?  the  least  amount  of  hardships  on 
the  unfortunate  sufferer,  and  the  least  expense  to  individuals  and 
communities,  and  when  we  find  such  a  means  we  should  adopt  it 
in  our  work. 

If  the  profession  in  the  past  had  displayed  one-half  the  active 
interest  in  trying  to  devise  means  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
bacillus  of  tuberculosis  since  its  discovery  that  tliey  have  in  try- 
ing to  find  a  means  to  destroy  or  kill  it  after  it  has  begun  its 
ravages  on  the  .human  anatomy,  we  would  by  this  time  have 
well-nigh  driven  the  fell-destroyer  from  the  land  . 

This  subject  of  prophylaxis  of  tuberculous  diseases  is  one  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  the  world  at  large  as  well  as  the  med- 
ical profession.  In  my  opinion,  it  may,  and  I  think  would  in 
all  probability,  require  governmental  supervision,  especially  as 
to  the  selling  of  infected  articles  o£  diet.  Particularly  is  this 
true  of  the  sale  of  such  food  articles  as  milk  and  meat  in  the 
great  centres  of  population,  where  the  ignorant  purchasers  can 
know  nothing  of  the  condition  of  these  two  food  articles  that 
9Qter  SQ  largeljr  iQto  tb^  dietary  of  the  people  of  this  co^ntr^ 


ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS — SHEDDAN. 


52S 


of  all  classes,  aud,  these  two  food  articles  are  especi 

be  infected  with   the  tubercle   bacillus  or  its  spon 

pulous  aud  mercenary  individuals  will  offer  for  sal 

iugly  sell  such  things  because  they  can  be  bough- 

bring  a  large  profit.     I  think  the  known  and  wilful 

infected  food  articles  should  be  punished  by  a  sev 

more  severe  than  any  system  of  fines  can  make  it. 

punished  by  a  term  of  penal  servitude  of  long  enoiP  ^^  tera- 

time  to  teach  such  a  mercenary  wretch  that  such 

not  a  profit-bearing  business.  ^'  three 

I  sincerely  hope  that  this  part  of  my  subject  on  pi®  ^*^®  ^^ 
spread  of  this  much-dreaded  disease  will  receive  the**®^®^  ^®*^ 
sideration  I  so  much  desire  to  see  given  it  in  the  ^vered  of 
this  paper,  as  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  importa 
far  in  the  paper.     But  a  short  while  back  I  read  a  "*"®  *^  ^^ 
discussion  of  this  subject  in  the  New  York  Acade®^  *  very 
cine,  participated  in  such  men  as  Prudden,  Delafie*^®°^®°^^ 
Loomis,  and  others  of  equal  note.     They  all  urged  ^*™®  <>d, 
of  preventive  measures  by  some  strict  method,  but"'  deliv- 
I  was  able  to  see,  they  failed  to  formulate  any  metl' 
let  us  as  members  of  the  medical  profession,  as  wel®*'""*'' *^ 
ing  in  the  ignis-fatuus  race  after  some  specific  cure,  ^*  "hila- 
as  much  thought,  time,  and  talent  to  devising  rae'^  *°"  °^^ 
fecting  methods  to  prevent  the  grand  march  of  this 
of  our  race,  and  I  know  the  result  will  be  far  mor*'"^*'"  ^^^ 
to  us  as  medical  men  and  of  value  to  the  world  ^^  -D^rtoii 
seems  to  me  to  be  a  far  more  noble  idea  to  prevent 
it  to  exist  and  then,  maybe,  cure  it.  '  ^"^c"*"©, 

Aud  now,  in  concluding  this  part  of  my  subject ,^^®"^®  ^^ 
urge  the  necessity  of  the  development  of  some  systeT^^®*^"^® 
laxis  which  will  more  than  repay  us  for  any  honest^®®'  ^° 
part  made  in  this  direction,  and  by  so  doing  rid  thi;®'"*^"*"®^ 
of  ours  almost  totally  of  one  of  the  greatest  curses  ,"owever, 
family.  This  is  no  Utopian  dream,  but  by  an  h'^^'^""^» 
entious,  and  combined  effbrt  on  the  part  of  the  ^creation^ 
>vould  see  it  a  reality.  mediately 

^     y  only  to 
[to  be  concluded  in  our  next.]      "^         ;  . 

lerdelf  m 
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be  furnieh«y[|v  liable  lo 
and  be  reqi.g.QUnsciu- 
and  aToid  ^;  and  kiiow- 
procesees  l>t  cheap  aod 
as  churcbo  g^le  of  aiich 
and  on  the  -f,^^  penalty, 
tbose  ca«e»  it  sl.ouUl  be 
BO  much  d«gi,  period  oE 
thing  else  ,^  conr^e  wna 
and  disaem: 

How  to  Veveiitiiig  the 
vent  tbem  :  careful  cou- 
disease  bro  <iigenssioii  of 
men  shoul^.t  feature  by 
rians  to  BeOj.gport  of  the 
vised  to  se.iny  of  Medi- 
workaome  id,  Jaiieway, 
the  commu:  ^^^^  necessity 
to  stay  the  ^  ;„  ^^  far  as 
seek  thepl>,(j(]_     go  now 


tion  of  the  ■ 


s  continu- 


the  unfortu  j^^  equally 
communiti€j^u8  ^ud  per- 
in  our  worbf ell-destroyer 
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INTERESTING. CASE  OF  TERATOLOGY. 


BY    H.    K.    PLUMMER,    M.D.,    OF    LINDEN,    TENN. 


The  following  is  a  brief  clinical  report  of  the  specimen  of  tera- 
ology  [vid.  illustration]. 

Mi's.  S. ,  multipara,  »t.  35,  healthj,  mother  of  three 

living  children,  single  births,  nothing  peculiar  in  the  case  of 
either.  Menstruated  last  in  early  part  of  May,  1892.  Never  felt 
any  movements  of  quickening,  miscarried  and  was  delivered  of 
the  specimen  in  the  early  part  of  September,  1892. 

About  two  weeks  before  the  miscarriage  she  took  a  ride  in  an 
ordinary  farm  wagon,  of  some  ten  miles  and  back  over  a  very 
rough  road,  being  jolted  very  much.  She  felt  no  inconvenience 
until  the  day  before  delivery,  when  slight  hemorrhage  came  on, 
followed  by  slight  recurring  pains,  which  continued  until  deliv- 
ery.    Very  profuse  hemorrhage  at  the  time  of  delivery. 

The  specimen  is  a  well-marked  case  of  Ischiophagus,  similar  to 
the  one  in  the  Mutter  museum,  College  of  Physicians  of  Phila- 
delphia, but  differing  in  that  all  the  limbs  are  perfect  and  not 
fu:»ed  together  on  one  side. 

As  to  cause  of  this  monstrosity  I  quote  the  following  from  the 
Sy$tem  of  ObBtretics  *hy  Aynerican  Authors,  published  by  Barton 
Cook  Hirst,  M.D.,  volume  I.,  page  295: 

^'The  etiology  of  these  monstrous  productions  is  often  obscure, 
although  they  are  occasionally  explained  by  the  existence  of 
syphilis  of  the  ovum,  maternal  impressions,  or  the  unfavorable 
influence  of  one  foetus  upon  the  other  in  ro  ultiple  pregnancies. ' '  In 
this  case  there  was  no  chance  of  syphilis,  and  the  membranes 
showed  nothing  unusual  or  unnatural;  the  mother,  however, 
states  that  while  walking  out  of  doors,  about  the  middle  of  June^ 
she  saw  two  frogs  engaged  in  their  usual  method  of  procreation^ 
She  took  a  stick  and  pushed  off  the  top  frog,  but  he  immediately 
resumed  his  position.  She  separated  them  repeatedly  only  to 
observe  them  again  resume  their  p.)sition,  an  using  herself  in 
thi.s  way  for  about  twenty  or  thirty  minutes. 
3 
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The  Use  and  Effects  of  Gude's  Manganifekous  Iron 
Peptone  (Liquor  Mangano-ferri  Peptonatus  Gude). — The 
employment  of  iron  preparations  both  in  essential  ansemia  (chlo- 
rosis) and  iu  the  symptomatic  forms  of  this  affection  produced 
by  severe  losses  of  blood  dates  from  the  earliest  times.  Long 
before  the  chemical  relation  of  this  effect  was  known  these  reme- 
dies were  administered  on  the  ground  of  pure  empirical  expe- 
rience. 

When  Hunnon  pointed  out  the  high  significance  of  manganese, 
as  well  as  of  iron,  with  regard  to  the  absorption  of  oxygen  by 
the  blood,  and  when  this  discovery  was  confirmed  by  Ruehle, 

efforts  were  made  to  produce,  by  combination  of  both  remedies, 
preparations  which  would  best  fulfill  the  therapeutic  indications 
in  all  directions. 

Former  attempts  of  this  kind  failed  to  give  the  desired  results. 
The  aim  was  to  combine  both  metals  in  such  .a  form  as  would  en- 
able them  to  be  absorbed  throughout  the  entire  extent  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  and  at  the  same  time  be  devoid  of  .disagreeable 
taste  which  would  prevent  their  prolonged  administration.  After 
a  series  of  experiments  made  in  this  direction,  I  found  in  the 
preparation  discovered  by  Dr.  A.  Gude,  the  liquor  mangano- 
ferri  peptonatus,  a  remedy  which  fulfilled  the  above  requisites, 
and  can  commend  it  most  heartily. 

This  liquor  mangano-ferri  peptonatus  (Gude)  is  a  clear,  dark, 
wine -red  fluid,  having  an  agreeable,  non-metallic,  astringent 
taste.  The  latter  property  gives  it  a  great  advantage  over  other 
similar  preparations,  for  the  remedy  is  always  taken  with  pleas- 
ure, and  may,  therefore,  be  administered  for  a  long  time  with- 
out exciting  the  disgust  of  the  patient.  No  irritation  of  the 
stomach  is  produced,  nor  is  the  digestion  disturbed  iu  the  least 
respect;  indeed,  as  regards  the  latter  a  stimulation  of  the  long 
absent  appetite  could  be  demonstrated  within  a  short  time. 

The  liquor  mangano-ferri  peptonatus  (Gude),  usually  mixed 
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Dvith  some  water,  is  prescribed  in  doses  of  two  or  three  dessert- 
49pooDsful,  increased  to  as  many  tablespoonsful  per  daj.  An  es- 
pecially agreeable  manner  of  administration  is  by  the  addition  of 
•cold  milk,  which  then  assumes  a  light  chocolate  color  and  an 
agreeable  taste.  Prescribed  in  this  form  we  obtain  from  this 
preparation  everything  that  could  be  expected  from  a  remedy  for 
anferaia.  The  tincture  may  be  mixed  with  white  and  sweet  wines, 
excepting  the  red  wines,  which  contain  tannic  acid,  and  an.occa- 
jiional  change  in  the  manner  of  administration  is  sometimes  of 
■advantage,  especially  in  the  case  of  children. 

The  diet  during  the  use  of  this  preparation  should' consist  of 
milk,  meats — especially  ham — fowl,  soft- boiled  eggs,  and  otUer 
•easily  digested  foods.  On  the  other  hand,  sour  and  fatty  foods, 
red  wines,  and  raw  fruits  are  to  be  avoided. 

The  remedy  i.s  to  be  administered  for  a  number  of  weeks,  espe- 
•cially  in  cases  of  chlorosis,  but  in  the  case  of  young  girls  up  to 
twelve  years  of  age  it  is  best  to  commence  with  a  daily  dose  of 
two  teaspoonsf  ul  (ten  grammes).  In  adults  the  dose  of  the  tinct- 
ure may  be  increased  in  a  few  days  to  one  tablespoon  I'ul  twice  or 
thrice  daily,  or  even  to  ten  or  twenty  grammes.  The  prepara- 
tion should  be  wejl  protected  from  the  light,  and  preserved  in  a 
•cool  place  in  a  well-stoppered  bottle. 

I  have  employed  the  tincture  with  much  success  both  in  chlo- 
rosis and  in. cases  of  aniemia  in  girls  and  women  due  to  loss  of 
blood,  monorrhagia,  metrorrhagia,  inflammation  of  the  pelvic 
organs,  perimetritis  and  parametritis,  or  prolonged  leucorrhoea. 
In  almost  every  instance  I  observed  within  a  short  time  increase 
of  appetite,  improved  nutrition,  healthier  color  of  the  face,  and 
increase  of  weight.  I  was  surprised  to  learn  how  much  more 
readily  the  liquor  mangano-ferri  peptonatus  was  taken  than  simi- 
ar  preparations,  without  ill  effects  even  after  protracted  use. 

To  illustrate  my  remarks  I  will  cite  a  few  casos: 

I  will  first  report  a  case  of  chlorosis  treated  with  this  remedy, 
which  was  under  constant  observation.  The  patient,  a  school- 
girl, aged  16,  began  to  menstruate  erne  year  ago,  but  after  ap- 
pearing regularly  for  three  periods  the  flow  suddenly  ceased, 
probably  in  consequence  of  mental  over-exertion,  and  symptoms 
of  chlorosis  soon  developed.  The  various  preparations  of  iron 
were  tried,  but  were  either  not  well  borne  or  excited  so  much 
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disgust  that  they  were  discontinued  by  the  capricious  patients 
A  milk  cure  was  prescribed,  but  was  followed  for  onlj  a  shor 
time.  When,  however,  I  resorted  to  the  liquor  manga iio-ferri 
peptonatus  (Gude),  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  girl  took  it 
willingly  and  that  it  was  well  borne.  She  made  a  rapid  recovery, 
and  after  the  use  of  two  bottles  had  regained  her  former  healthy 
color,  while  her  strength  and  menstruation  returned. 

Ca.*e  II. — A  married  lady,  aged  24,  had  acquiiod — apparently 
of  abortion  at  a  very  early  period — an  intense  perimetritis  and 
parametriti:?,  with  an  exudation  of  the  s>ize  of  a  child's  head. 
The  latter  disappeared  almost  completely  umler  suitable  treat- 
ment and  rest,  so  that  only  a  slight  induration  was  present  in 
the  parametrium  after  three  weeks.  Owing  to  the  considerable 
anieiiiia  and  loss  of  appetite,  however,  the  patient  recovered  very 
slowly,  and  for  this  reason  I  ordered  the  liquor  mangauo-ferri 
peptonatus  (Gude).  A  few  days  after  its  use  the  appetite  reap- 
peared, recovery  ensued  rapidly,  and  five  weeks  later  her  health 
was  completely  restored. 

Case  III. — A  married  lady,  aged  30,  had  suffered  from  leucor- 
rhoea  due  to  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  vagina  for  two  years, 
and,  although  the  local  trouble  had  been  much  relieved,  she  con> 
tinned  pale  and  weak.  As  her  chlorotic  daughter  at  the  time 
was  taking  the  liquor  mangano-ferri  peptonatus  (Gude)  with 
marked  benefit,  I  advised  her  also  to  try  this  preparation.  She 
followed  my  advice,  and  after  fourteen  days  the  weak,  sluggish, 
and  i^le  woman  seemed  as  if  transformed.  She  has  since  re- 
gained her  former  health. 

These  few  cases,  which  were  under  continued  observation,  will 
confirm  what  has  been  said  above  regarding  the  manner  of  appli- 
cation and  effect  of  the  liquor  mangano-ferri  peptonatus.  I  re- 
gard it  as  superfluous  to  cite  other  cases,  since  a  few  closely 
observed  cases  teach  more  than  a  host  of  superficial  observations. 

On  the  ground  of  my  experience  I  consider  myself  warranted 
in  directing  the  attention  of  physicians  to  this  remedy,  and  feel 
convinced  that  further  trials  will  give  equally  favorable  results. 
Even  in  cases  where  local  treatment  is  necessary  the  liquor  man- 
gano-ferri peptonatus  (Gude)  will  prove  a  valuable  auxiliary  in 
our  treatment. — Dr,  Juliutf  HeiUman,  Wiener  medizini^he  Zri- 
tiing,  xxxvi.;  Journal  of  Bacteriology  afid  Dietary, 
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The  Treatment  op  Baldness. — ^The  public  always  welcome 
with  eagerness  anything  that  is  new  and  hopeful  pertaining  to 
the  treatment  of  baldness.  While  the  hopes  that  may  thus  be 
raised  are  soon  dashed  to  the  earth  by  a  few  personal  experi- 
meuts,  or  the  object-lesson  of  a  consultation  with  eminent  but 
thin-haired  dermatologists,  it  is  not  wise  to  suppress  the  new  dis- 
coveries; for  science  may  yet  triumph  over  alopecia  as  it  has 
over  even  more  formidable  obstacles. 

This  much  is  certainly  beiug  done:  baldness  is  being  very 
richly  classified,  and  its  clinical  maniCestations  accurately  map- 
ped out.  Fournier  gives  us  two  groups  and  nine  classes  of  bald- 
ness. That  there  are  nine  muses  and  nine  kinds  of  baldness  is  a 
fact  full  of  suggestiveness  and  consolation  to  the  poet  mind. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  Fournier,  or  to  go  deeply  into 
the  etiology  and  remediology  of  alopecia.  There  seems  to  be  a 
general  opinion  that,  leaving  out  the  post-infective  forms,  most 
kinds  of  baldness  are  neurotrophic,  parasitic,  or  senile.  For 
senile  baldness  we  can  not  expect  a  cure;  the  aged  themselves 
accept  their  deciduousness  as  a  part  of  the  natural  course  of 
things.  Of  the  other  forms,  Dr.  A.  H.  Ohmann-Dumesnil^  in 
The  Practitioner f  has  a  dood  deal  that  is  hopeful  to  say.  For  the 
pre-senile  or  necrotic  baldness  he  advises  the  following  pill; 
taken  twice  daily:  B.  Strychnine  sulph.,  gr.  g^^;  ferri  redacti, 
j.;  quinite  bi-sulph.,  gr.,  j.  To  this  he  adds:  hypophosphites 
and  gr.  i^  to  gr  ^  of  pilocarpine  hydrochlorate  at  bed  time.  For 
the  parasitic  forms  of  alopecia  areata.  Dr.  Dumesnil  advises  a 
three  per  cent,  solution  of  creolin  for  the  entire  scalp,  and  locally 
an  ointment  composed  of  hydrarg.  perchlorid,  corrosivi,  gr.  j.; 
lanolini,  .^  j.  A  more  drastic  measure,  which  he  recommends  for 
alopecia  areata,  is  one  first  suggested,  we  believe,  by  Dr.  L. 
Duncan  Bulkley.  It  consists  in  painting  the  affected  area  with 
pure  carbolic  acid.  This  application  Dr.  Dumesnil  applies  twice  a 
week,  with  results  which  he  asserts  have  so  far  been  uniformly 
gjatifying. — Med.  Record. 


Thermometric  Observation. — •*  Mamma,"  said  little  John 
ny,  *Mf  I  swallowed  a  thermometer  would  I  die  by  degrees."— 
Exchange. 
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Functions  of  the  Tonsils. — In  an  article  on  the  function* 
published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  Dr.  G.  L.  Gulland 
draws  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  The  tonsils — faucial,  inguinal,  and  pharyngeal — are  organs 
arranged  to  further  the  reproduction  of  leucocytes. 

2.  This  reproduction  takes  place,  mainly  in  the  germ -centers,, 
by  microtic  division  of  pre-existing  leucocytes. 

3.  The  young  leucocytes  so  formed  are  partly  carried  off  to 
the  general  circulation  by  lymphatic  vessels  originating  in  the 
tonsils  as  ''stationary "  ^ceils,  and  partly  wander  out  into  the 
crypts  by  perforating  the  epithelium. 

4.  They  thence  pass  to  the  surface  of  the  tonsils,  and  take  up 
foreign  bodies,  especially  microorganisms,  which  would  other- 
wise pass  the  tonsils. 

5.  In  the  human  subject,  the  lingual  and  faueial  tonsils,  and 
the  slight  diffuse  leucocyte  infiltration  of  the  under  surface  of 
the  velum  palati,  form  a  protective  ring  or  zone  between  the 
mouth  and  the  rest  of  the  alimentary  tract;  while  the  pharyngeal 
and  tubal  tonsils  and  the  diffuse  leucocyte  infiltration  of  the 
upper  surface  of  the  palate  form  a  protective  ring  round  the 
upper  part  of  the  respiratory  tract. 

6.  There  is  no  reason  to  regard  the  tonsils  as  having  any 
absorbent  function  in  normal  circumstances;  the  reproduction  of 
leucocytes  is  sufiiciently  active,  as  a  rule,  to  keep  up  a  continu- 
ous outward  stream  of  these  cells,  and  to  prevent  the  entry  of 
foreign  substances  into  the  tonsils. 

7.  Under  certain  circumstances,  for  instance,  in  geneml  de- 
bility, the  reproduction  of  leucocytes  may  be  interfered  with,  or 
the  outward  stream  of  these  cells  from  the  tonsils  may  be  ar- 
rested.  This  arrest  or  other  circumstance  interfering  with  the 
activity  of  the  leucocytes  may  allow  pathogenic  organisms  from 
the  mouth,  etc.,  to  enter  the  tonsil  by  the  spaces  in  the  epithe* 
Hum,  and  these  microbes  may  give  rise  to  a  local  or  general  in- 
fective process. — Pacific  Record  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


The  Operative  Treatment  of  Intussusception. — Hutch- 
inson {Arch,  of  Snrgery)  says  that  the  rule  xyf  practice  in  the 
early  stages  of  intussusception  ought  to  be  invariably  to  try  in- 
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sufflatioD  and  iujection,  and  it  is  only  when  they  have  failed 
that  laparotomy  ought  to  be  thought  of;  they  are  not  without 
rJ8k,  and  must  be  tried  with  judgment  and  cautiou.  There  is 
no  reason  for  preferring  insufflation  to  the  injection  of  water; 
for  the  latter  he  prefers  hydrostatic  pressure  to  the  use  of  a 
syringe.  In  infants  under  two  years  of  age  laparotomy  is  so 
uniformly  fatal  that  it  should  not  be  resorted  to.  Above  that 
age,  if  injection  has  failed,  a  prompt  resort  to  laparotomy  should 
be  recommended.  It  is  desirable  that  this  should  be  done  early 
before  the  serous  surfaces  have  become  adherent.  In  the  opera- 
tion the  chief  difficulty  is  in  releasing  the  incarcerated  part.  This 
is  best  done  by  pressure  from  below,  not  by  traction  from  above. 
The  older  the  patient  the  slower  will  be  the  progress  of  symp- 
toms, and  the  longer  the  period  during  which  it  is  possible  to 
efPect  relief  by  operation.  In  adults  a  successful  operation  is 
possible  even  after  a  very  long  interval. — British  Med,  Journal. 


Alcoholism  and  its  Treatment  by  Strychnine. — In  a 
pamphlet  recently  published  in  Jena,  G.  Beldau  discusses  all 
the  papers,  hitherto  published  in  Russia  and  France,  on  strych- 
nine treatment  of  alcoholism.  Of  peculiar  interest  and  import- 
ance are  the  annual  experiments  performed  by  S.  W.  Jaroschew- 
ski,  which  demonstrate  that  in  dogs  strychnine  possesses  the 
property  of  neutralizing  the  inebriating  action  of  alcohol,  and 
that  dogs  that  are  given  strychnine  and  alcohol  at  the  same  time 
are  under  incomparably  better  vital  conditions  than  dogs  taking 
alcohol  alone.  The  latter  died  spontaneously,  without  an  excep- 
tion, while  the  former  (excepting  one  who  died  from  strychnine 
poisoning)  continued  living. 

The  result  of  experiences  in  man  is  the  following: 

1 .  Strychnine  is  a  physiologic  antagonist  of  alcohol,  and  treat- 
ment of  alcoholism  by  nitrate  of  strychnine  gives  more  or  less 
favorable  results. 

2.  The  best  results  are  obtained  in  dipsomaniacs,  less  good  re* 
suits  in  chronic  drinkers. 

3.  The  higher  the  doses  and  the  longer  the  treatment  is  con- 
tinued the  more  satisfactory  is  the  result.  Luton  administered 
grm.  0.005  subcutaneously,  or  grm.  0.08  internally,  three  times 
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daily;  Korona,  grfii.  0.005-0.01  (!)  once  daily,  and  noticed  grad- 
ual disappearance  of  the  longing  for  alcohol  after  a  few  injec- 
tions. 

4.  Alcoholics  support  disproportionately  large  doses  of  strych- 
nine without  secondary  phenomena,  without  accumulative  effects. 

5.  It  appears  that  strychnine  has  the  property  of  eliminating 
tha  craving  for  alcohol  in  the  potatory. 

The  author  engaged  in  experiments  in  the  clinic  of  Jena  ab- 
stains for  the  present  from  an  expression  of  his  own  views  on 
the  value  of  the  remedy,  promising  some  early  communications 
on  the  subject. — Can,  Lancet. 


Gonorrhoea. — In  complience  with  a  request  from  a  medical 
brother,  I  send  you  the  formula  I  use  in  treating  gonorrhoea  in 
the  male.  But  before  proceeding  with  my  favorite  way  of  treat- 
ing this  disorder,  I  will  give  a  formula  which  I  have  used  many 
times  with  much  success: 

Be.    Bals.  copaibn 1  oance. 

Tinct.  cubebse }  ounce. 

Salol 84  grains. 

01.  gaultherise 1  drachm. 

Syr.  acaciie q.  s.  ad.  3  ounces. 

M.  Big. — ^Teaspoonful  two  hours  after  meals  three  times  a  day.  To  be 
well  shaken. 

The  above  formula  is  the  best  I  ever  used,  until  I  devised  the 
following  treatment: 

B.    Lithiated  Hydrangea  (Lambert)... 4  ounces. 

Sig. — ^Take  two  teaspoonsful  in  water,  with  six  drops  of  oil  of  gaul- 
theria,  three  times  a  day,  two  hours  after  meals. 

K.     Morph.  sulph 4  grains. 

Zinc  sulpho-carbolate 40  grains. 

Peroxide  hydrogen 4}  drachms. 

Aqus  dest q.  s.  ad.  4  ounces. 

M.  Sig. — Use  syringeful,  after  nrinating,  three  times  a  day. 

In  writing  for  the  above  I  write  three  prescriptions,  one  for 
Lithiated  Hydrangea,  one  for  oil  of  gaultheria,  and  one  for  in- 
jection. 

I  always  instruct  my  patient  to  exercise  great  care,  when  using 
the  syringe,  to  press  the  urethra  with  thumb  and  forefinger  to 
prevent  the  fluid  from  being  thrown  too  far  back.     A  little  cau- 


SELECTIONS.  531 

tioB  right  here  will  prevent  the  intense  irritation  that  8o  com- 
monly follows  the  use  of  the  syringe,  in  causing  irritation  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder. 

In  the  Hydrangea  we  have,  par  exeellenee,  the  remedy  for  the 
painful  urinating,  combined  with  the  Lithia,  which  is  as  pleas- 
ant a  diuretic  as  is  needed.  The  oil  of  gaultheria  can  well  serve 
the  same  purpose  as  the  balsam  of  copaiba,  while  the  injection 
will  quickly  exterminate  the  exciting  cause. — B.  Frank  Pricey 
M,D.,  in  Medical  Brief, 


When  to  Trephine. — Dr.  Lanphear  (Kansas  City  Medical 
Index)  says  we  should  operate  in  every  case  of  fracture  of  the 
skull  with  depression,  even  if  thei:e  be  no  symptoms  whatever, 
and  that  instances  of  traumatic  epilepsy  will  diminish  in  propor- 
tion to  the  frequency  of  operation,  no  matter  how  slight  may  be 
the  depression.  In  all  cases  of  local  injury  to  the  skull*  fol- 
lowed by  evidence  of  inflammation  of  bone  or  ))ersistent  symp- 
toms of  brain  irritation,  or  of  pus  between  tlie  bone  and  dura 
mater,  the  trephine  should  be  resorted  to.  Where  after  such  in- 
jury unconsciousness  persists  for  more  than  an  hour,  exploratory 
operation,  including  opening  of  the  skull,  should  be  done.  The 
appearance  of  stupor  some  hours  after  a  head  injury  indicites 
meningeal  hemorrhage,  and  requires  trephining  at  the  point  of 
injury,  if  this  be  known,  or  at  a  point  indicated  by  cerebnil  lo- 
calization, usually  the  region  of  the  middle  meningeal. — Medical 
Record, 


For  Warty  Vegetations  op  the  Ex-rtcuNAL  Genital  Gr- 
oans.— The  Bulletin  Gen.  de  Therapeutique  recommends  the  fol- 
lowing formula  for  warty  vegetations  of  the  external  genital 
organs: 

R .    Salicylic  acid 2  gms. 

Acetic  acid 30  gms. 

Mix.    External  use. 

Apply  to  the  vegetations  once  or  twice  in  twenty -four  hours 
by  means  of  a  small  brush,  two  or  three  applications  being  suffi- 
cient. The  pain  is  slight  and  transient,  which  is  an  advantage. — 
Cin.  Laneet'Clinie, 
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For  Disguising  the  Taste  of  Cod-liver  Oil. — ^The  follow- 
ing is  recommended  in  the  Oaazetta  degli  (hpitali : 

B.    Oleum  gaultherife 

Oleum  sassafras aa  4  parts. 

Oleum  aurantii  flores 2      ** 

M.  Sig. — One  drop  to  the  ounce  of  oil. — Cin,  Lancei-CUnic, 


Intra-uterine  Injection  of  Glycerine. — The  injectioo 
of  glycerine  into  the  rectum  has  for  some  years  been  current  in 
practice,  and  it  is  recognized  in  certain  conditions  to  be  a  very 
convenient  and  efficient  method  of  administering  an  enema.  It 
strikes  me  as  strange  that  a  substance  so  efficient  in  emptying  the 
rectum  should  until  now  have  been  put  to  comparatively  few 
trials  in  emptying  the  uterus  of  its  contents,  for  a  priori  it  seems 
a  likely  agent  for  this  purpose.  M.  Pelzer  records  some  obser- 
vations made  in  the  latter  direction,  and  speaks  favorably  of 
intra-uterine  injections  of  glycerine  for  the  inducing  of  necessary 
premature  labor  as  well  as  in  cases  of  insufficient  uterine  con- 
traction.  His  method  of  procedure  is  as  follows:  He  takes  a 
syringe  of  the  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  grammes,  or  a 
little  over  four  ounces,  and,  having  filled  with  pure  glycerine,  he 
attaches  it,  through  tiie  medium  of  a  gutta-percha  tube,  to  a  per- 
forated sound.  Having  cleared  the  apparatus  of  air  in  the  usual 
way,  Re  introduces  it  into  the  uterine  cavity  between  the  poste* 
rior  wall  and  the  membranes  to  the  fundus  of  the  organ.  The 
glycerine  is  then  injected,  and  the  pelvis  elevated  to  prevent  it» 
rapid  escape.  In  a  very  brief  space  of  time  energetic  contrac- 
tions are  set  up.  The  effect  of  the  glycerine  is  due  in  part  to 
its  mechanical  action^in  separating  the  membranes  from  the  uter- 
ine wall  and  in  part  to  its  chemical  affinity  for  water,  by  virtue 
of  which  some  of  the  amniotic  liquid  is  abstracted,  which  in 
turn  contributes  to  a  further  detaching  of  the  membranes.  On 
the  whole,  M.  Pelzer  was  pleased  with  his  results,  and  suggests 
glycerine  as  worthy  a  further  trial  in  obstetric  practice. — Lancet. 


Trofsin. — A  new  local  anaesthetic  has  recently  beeii  isolated 
by  Giesel  from  the  leaves  of  the  small-leaved  cocoa  plant  of 
Java.     Liebermann,  so  says  the  Medical  Record,  has  proved  that 
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this  base  beuzojle  ip  tropeiue,  which  bears  do  relation  to  the  co- 
caine group,  but  is  chemically  closely  related  to  atropine.  It  is 
tropsin  for  brevity.  Professor  Schweigger,  of  Berlin,  after  sev- 
eral mouths'  experience  with  tropsin  in  eye  surgery,  reports  that: 

1.  A  three-per-cent.  solution  produces  complete  corneal  anaes- 
thesia more  rapidly  than  cocaine.  Iridectomy  could  be  done 
painlessly  two  minutes  after  putting  three  drops  into  the  eye. 

2.  Antestbesia  lasts  from  three  to  six  minutes  for  each  instil- 
lation, and  no  further  prolongation  can  be  produced  save  by  a 
fresh  dose. 

3.  Mydriasis  is  absent,  or  but  slight. 

4.  Ischsemia  never  occurs;  but  sometimes  there  is  a  passing 
slight  hyperemia  and  a  little  smarting  unless  normal  saline  solu- 
tion be  used  as  a  solvent. 

5.  No  injurious  symptoms  were  observed. 

6.  In  removal  of  foreign  bodies,  tropsin  seems,  from  its  quicker 
action,  far  preferable  to  cocainp. 

Dr.  Silex,  assistant  in  the  Polyclinic,  has  also  obtained  similar 
results. — Seientifie  American. 


Yawning  as  a  Remedy. — According  to  current  ideas,  yawn- 
ing in  good  society  is  an  improper  sign  of  weariness;  according 
to  the  teachings  of  physiology,  it  is  a  long  drawn,  forcible  in- 
spiration followed  by  a  shorter  respiration;  according  to  Dr. 
Naegeli,  it  is  one  of  nature's  many  remedies,  the  proper  appli- 
cation of  which  depends  upon  good  judgment. 

In  yawning,  not  only  the  muscles  which  move  the  lower  jaw 
are  used,  but  also  the  breathing  muscles  of  the  chest,  and  he 
who  yawns  to  his  heart's  content  also  raises  and  extends  the  arms* 
In  the  deepest  inspiration  the  chest  remains  extended  for  a  short 
time,  the  eyes  are  almost  or  entirely  closed ,  the  ears  somewhat 
raised,  the  nostrils  dilated.  Inside  the  mouth,  the  tongue  be- 
comes round  and  arched,  the  palate  stiffly  stretched,  and  the 
uvula  is  raised,  almost  entirely  closing  'the  space  between  the 
nose  and  throat.  At  the  beginning  of  the  inspiration  a  cracking 
noise  is  heard  in  the  ears,  a  proof  ibat  the  duct  leading  to  the 
hearing  also  succumbs  to  this  stretching. 

If -the  yawning  has  reached  the  deepest  point,  it  will  require 
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from  one  to  one  and  a  half  seconds  for  it  to  become  noticeable  to 
the  hearing.  In  order  to  observe  this,  let  one  place  himself  at  a 
sufficient  distance  from  a  clock,  so  that  its  ticking  will  not  be 
easily  heard,  and  yawn  deeply.  During  this  deep  breathing  the 
sound  of  the  clock  is  not  perceptible  to  the  most  careful  listening. 
All  this  simply  goes  to  show  that  yawning  sets  a  number  of  mus- 
•cles  to  work,  and  particularly  those  which  are  not  directly  subject 
to  the  will. 

Although  one  yawning  does  not  present  a  very  agreeable  ap- 
pearance, it  is  very  agreeable  to  himself,  for  the  stretching  of 
the  muscles  causes  a  feeling  of  comfort;  it  acts  like  massage, 
and  is  the  most  natural  gymnastics  of  the  lungs  imaginable.  Dr. 
Naegeli,  therefore,  advises  people  not  to  concern  themselves  with 
so-called  decency,  but  every  morning  and  evening,  and  as  often 
as  possible,  to  exercise  the  lungs  and  all  the  muscles  of  respira- 
tion by  yawning  and  stretching,  as  many  chronic  lung  troubles 
may  thus  be  prevented. 

Dr.  Naegeli  orders  the  patient  troubled  with  too  much  wax  in 
the  ear,  accompanied  with  pain,  to  yawn  often  and  deeply.  The 
pain  will  soon  disappear.  He  also,  in  case  of  nasal  catarrh,  in- 
ilammation  of  the  palate,  sore  throat,  and  earache,  orders  the 
patient  as  ofien  as  possible  during  each  d^ay  to  yawn  from  six  to 
ten  times  successively,  and  immediately  afterward  to  swallow. 
The  result  will  be  surprising.  If  one  looks  upon  yawning  as  a 
natural  massage  for  certain  organs,  he  will  reach  a  satisfactory 
explanation  of  its  curative  properties. — Translated  for  Public 
Opinion  from  the  Gertnan  of  Mr.  Julius  Stinde,  in  the  Berlin  Un- 
sere  Zeit. 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalyptol  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply 
to  Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis-supplied  samples  of  Euca- 
lyptol and  reports  of  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Univer- 
sities of  Bonn  and  Grief swald.  Meyer  Bros. '  Drug  Co. ,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 


Treataient  of  Delirium  Tremens. — Dr.  Kerr  states  (Quar. 
Jour,  Ineb.)  that  the  differing  results  of  narcotic  and  non*nar- 
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cotic  treatment  were  exemplified  in  the  case  of  a  publican,  wlio^ 
in  his  second  attack,  was  treated  with  opium  and  the  bromides, 
and  in  his  third  attack  only  with  liq.  am.  acet.  In  the  former 
seizure  the  patient,  aged  48,  even  after  sleep,  was  so  heavy  and 
uurefreshed,  and  then  violent,  that  it  took  four  men  to  control 
him.  To  save  his  life  he  had  to  be  put  in  a  padded  room  in 
the  work-house,  where  he  raved  till  exhaustion  procured  natural 
sleep,  his  only  beverage  being  coffee.  In  the  latter  seizure,  two- 
years  afterward,  he  was  treated  at  home,  the  only  medicine  be- 
ing liq.  am.  acet.,  at  first  in  drachm  doses  every  hour;  milk, 
beef  juice,  broth,  and  coffee  were  frequently  given.  In  about 
seventy  hours  he  had  a  sound  sleep  for  four  hours,  followed  in 
four  hours  more  by  a  spell  of  twenty  hours'  sleep.  The  latter 
attack  was  complicated  with  an  epileptic  explosion.  Tlie  recovery 
was  quicker  than  from  the  preceding  attack.  These  were  both 
typical  examples  of  the  graver  form  of  delirium  tremens.  By  a 
reliauce  on  so  safe  a  sudorific  as  liq.  am.  acet.,  and  suitable 
nutriment,  we  best  fulfill  the  conditions  of  cure,  as  we  thereby 
give  the  vis  medicatrix  a  fair  field  and  no  favor. — The  Medical 
Record. 


A  SuBsriTUTE  FOR  THE  Nasal  Douche. — Dr.  Bloebaum  no- 
longer  uses  the  nasal  douche  in  removing  crusts  from  the  nasal, 
ctivity.     He  simply  twists  a  long  and  thiu  roll  of  cotton  onto  a^ 
knitting-needle,  leaving  the  cotton  in  the  nose.     A  second  and. 
third  are  introduced  thus,  until  the  entire  cavity  is  filled.     Then 
one  may  begin  with  the  opposite  side  and  do  likewise.     In  the- 
course  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  mucous  membrane  begins  to- 
secrete  profusely,  and  if  the  cotton  is  then  removed,  it  will  be 
found  that  it  is  saturated  with  secretions,  and  the  crusts  lie  on 
the  rolls  of  cotton,  thus  leaving  a  nicely  cleaned  cavity  for  the 
application  of  the  remedies.     He  never  employs  any  watery  so- 
lutions, but  salves,  which  are  rubbed  into  the  nasal  mucous  mem- 
brane, or  powders,  which  are  insufilated. — LanceUClinic. 


Glycerine  in  Hepatic  Colic. — Dr.  Ferrard  concludes^  a* 
communication  to  the  French  Academy  as  follows:  I.  Glyeer- 
iue  administrated  by  the  stomach  is  absorbed  in  its  natural  atata- 
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by  the  lyiuphntics,  especially  b}'  the  vessels  which  lead  from  the 
stomach  to  the  hilum  of  the  liver,  and  to  the  gall-bladder;  it  is 
even  found  in  the  supra-hepatic  veins.  II.  It  is  a  powerful 
•cholagogue,  and  an  excellent  remedy  for  hepatic  colic.  III.  lu 
relatively  large  dose  (20  to  30  grammes),  glycerine  brings  au  end 
to  the  attack.  IV.  In  small  doses  (5  to  15  grammes),  taken 
each  day  in  a  little  alkaline  water,  it  prevents  new  attacks.  V. 
Glycerine,  without  being  a  lithontriptic,  is  neverthelesi  a  valuable 
agent  in  biliary  lithiasis. — Jour,  de  Med.  de  Paris. 


Ozj!:na  may  be  cured,  it  is  claimed,  by  the  following  simple 
combination,  which  Dr.  Tarban  has  employed  successfully  in  ten 
cases:  iodol,  tannic  acid,  and  borax  are  mixed  in  equal  parts  and 
used  as  a  snuff  five  or  six  times  a  day,  and,  as  iujproveinent  goes 
on,  three  times  daily. — Med.  Record. 


M.  HucHARD,  in  his  fortnightly  notes  on  therapeutics,  points 
out  how  necessary  it  is,  after  giving  a  hypodermic  injection  of 
morphine,  to  maintain  perfect  sileuce  in  the  room  where  the  pa- 
tient is  lying.  Morphine,  far  from  suppressing  sensitiveness, 
like  chloroform,  rather  tends  to  exalt  the  excitability,  and  par- 
ticularly the  liability  to  disturbance  from  slight  noises.  The 
failure  of  morphine  injections  to  produce  sleep  is,  in  the  majority 
of  instances,  due  to  neglect  of  this  simple  precaution. — Ex. 


Treatment  of  Vomiting  of  Pregnancy. — Routh  states  that 
in  seven  years'  practice  he  has  always  been  able  to  arrest  the 
vomiting  of  pregnancy  by  brushing  the  cervix  and  lower  cervical 
<;anal  with  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  iodine,  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, spirits  of  wine,  and  water. 

In  general  the  vomiting  ceases  immediately  after  the  applica- 
tion. It*  the  vomiting  should  recur,  the  cervix  should  again  be 
brushed.  Generally  after  this  the  vomiting  will  be  permanently 
relieved. — Therap.  Oazette. 
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MEDICAL  MATTERS  IN  NEW  YORK. 


BY   A   TENNESSEAN. 


New  York,  November  10,  1892. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Southern  Practitioner : 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  the  usual  full  attendance  of  physi- 
cians at  the  post-graduate  schools  and  special  courses  this  year. 
It  is  seriously  said  that  the  late  cholera  scare  keeps  many  at 
home;  and  I  happen  to  know  of  one  or  two  cases  in  which  this 
explanation  obtains.  The  election  has  had  some  effect  in  our 
locality,  which  is  now  most  happily  obviated. 

The  faculty  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  had  prepared 
to  receive  a  very  small  class  on  account  of  the  additional  year 
(the  fourth)  which  has  been  recently  made  a  requirement  for 
graduation  in  medicine  in  that  institution;  hence,  they  can 
offer  no  explanation  for  an  absolute  increase  in  number  of  ma- 
triculates in  medicine.  And  I  hear  that  a  similar  occurrence  has 
taken  place  at  Harvard,  where  the  course  has  also  been  extended. 

The  Polyclinic,  whereabout  our  friends  do  most  congregate,  is 
soon  to  remove,  it  is  said,  to  a  very  much  handsomer  building 
than  the  old  familiar  one,  in  which  it  has  achieved  such  success, 
as  a  last  year's  class  of  five  hundred  members  demonstrated. 
The  branches  of  surgery,  gynaecology,  and  general  medicine 
have  the  best  attended  clinics  from  natural  selection  and  the  at- 
tractions their  exponents  extend. 

Dr.  Page's  text-books  on  his  branch  and  on  physical  diagnosis 
represent  his  manner  of  instruction  very  accurately.  His  in- 
terest is  uuabating,  and  it  extends  to  every  one  about  him. 

Dr.  Wyeth's  deft  hands  and  pleasant  voice  make  the  hours  of 
his  clinic  short. 

Dr.  Gibney  has  been  doing  a  great  deal  with  talipes  lately. 
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On  Tuesday  last,  Dr.  Dawbarn  showed,  among  other  things 
the  results  of  operation  upon  chronic  sclerotic  ostitis.  I  shall 
venture  to  detail  the  case  to  you  because  of  the  interest  I  had 
in  it. 

The  disease  was  of  several  years'  standing,  and  the  patient  had 
presented  herself,  asking  to  undergo  amputation  of  the  limb,  in 
order  to  secure  relief  from  the  agonizing  pain  she  suffered.  The 
incision,  which  exposed  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  length  of 
the  affected  tibia,  showed  great  thickening  of  the  periosteum, 
and  the  bone  was  found  to  be  ebu mated,  being  of  the  most  ex- 
treme density.  The  periosteum  was  freed  from  the  bone  through- 
out  the  length  of  this  incision  and  for  some  distance  on  each 
side,  and  a  channel  two-thirds  of  an  inch  wide  at  the  surface  and 
narrowing  slightly  on  its  way  into  the  medullary  canal  was  chis- 
elled through  the  entire  length  of  the  original  incision.  Heal- 
ing was  attempted  by  Schede's  blood-clot  under  a  single  dressing. 
A  strip  of  Lister's  rubber  protective  tissue  was  placed  over  the 
wound,  then  a  thick  mass  of  sterilized  gauze,  then  cotton,  then  a 
sheet  of  protective  tissue,  and  then  a  plaster  splint.  Finally 
the  rubber  band  on  the  thigh  was  released,  and  the  cavity  was 
allowed  to  fill  with  blood. 

This  was  done  before  the  Polyclinic  class  nearly  a  month  ago. 
The  pain  stopped  at  once.  When  the  dressing  was  for  the  first 
time  removed — also  before  the  class — the  whole  wound  was  found 
healed  and  skinned  over,  except  a  small  patch  of  granulations  at 
one  spot,  which  was  of  the  size  and  shape  of  the  small  blade  of 
an  ordinary  pen-knife.  There  was  no  formation  of  pus  what- 
ever, and  the  members  of  the  class  were  equally  pleased  and  in- 
terested to  see  a  wound  of  that  extent  managed  in  that  way. 
The  patient  was  deeply  grateful,  too. 

This  discussion  of  surgery  recalls  the  splendid  appointments 
of  the  new  operating  theatre  of  Roosevelt  Hospital,  to  whose 
** first  inspection,"  on  November  3,  that  institution's  trustees 
issued  cards  to  the  profession  and  to  the  interested  public.  The 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  Roosevelt  dispensary  showed  the 
elaborate  preparations  of  the  place,  which  may  be  well  indicated 
by  the  mention  of  four  hundred  dozen  towels  of  the  best  linen, 
each  with  either  the  name  **Syms  Operating  Theatre"  or  "Roose- 
velt  Hospital "  woven  iu  its  hem,    They  were  imported  specially, 
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and  it  is  a  question  whether  they  were,  or  could  have  been,  ex- 
empted from  duties  as  constituting  a  part  of  the  outfit  of  an  in- 
stitution of  learniug,  which  relation  this  theatre,  and  in  fact 
Roosevelt  Hospital,  sustains  to  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  It  will  seat  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  stvdents. 
The  building  alone  cost  two-thirds  of  the  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  given  by  William  J.  Syras. 

The  first  operation  there  was  one  for  the  relief  of  recurrent 
appendicitis.  Dr.  McBurney  performed  it;  and  I  for  my  own 
part  hope  that  this  may  have  added  effect  in  attaching  to  his 
name  for  all  time  the  advances  in  this  particular  field  which  he 
has  made  prominent. 

The  temptations  to  stray  into  the  business-like  specialists'  fields 
and  into  the  lures  offered  by  rare  and  curious  conditions  are  the 
most  trying  part  of  the  life  here.  I  think  gynaecology  and  neu- 
rology the  most  difficult  to  resist. 

Dr.  Christian  Herter,  newly-appointed  Professor  of  Anatomy 
of  the  Nervous  System  in  the  Polyclinic,  gave  his  class  a  very 
successful  and  most  interesting  demonstration  of  cerebral  locali- 
zation on  a  monkey  several  days  ago.  Professor  Sachs  was  pres- 
ent, and  a  successful  test  was  given  of  what  he  discovered  in 
man — to  wit,  the  response  to  faradic  excitation  upon  the  outer 
surface  of  the  dura.  The  practical  importance  of  this  point  is 
very  great  indeed.  Its  truth  is  not  accepted  by  some  neurolo- 
gists in  Philadelphia,  but  their  statements  admit  of  a  very  terse 
reply. 

The  rivalry  between  these  cities  is  noticeable  in  divers  and 
sundry  directions,  and  among  others  in  medical  jealousy.  One 
needs  not  cross  the  salt  sea  in  order  to  discover  that  insular  preju- 
dice is  not  confined  to  one  ** right  little,  tight  little  island." 


Sander's  &  Sons'  Eucalypti  Extract  (Eucalyptol). — Apply  to 
Dr.  Sander,  Dillon,  Iowa,  for  gratis- supplied  samples  of  Eucalyp- 
tol and  reports  on  cures  effected  at  the  clinics  of  the  Universities 
of  Bonn  and  Griefswald.  Meyer  Bros.'  Drug  Co.,  St.  Louis 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dallas,  Texas,  and  New  York,  sole 
agents. 
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VALUABLE  RESULTS  OF  SANITARY  SCIENCE. 

In  our  November  number  we  took  occasion  to  call  attention  to 
recent  observations  as  the  outcome  of  a  threatened  epidemic  in- 
vasion. A  brief  and  cursory  scrutiny  even  of  the  ^^  Condensed 
Monthly  Statement  of  Mortality  in  the  City  of  Nashville^*  for  the 
month  ending  Octol)er  31  ult.,  officially  published  by  its  compe- 
tent and  capable  Health  Officer  and  Registrar,  Dr.  N.  G.  Tucker, 
is  a  most  satisfactory  demonstration  of  the  trite  old  proverbial 
saying  that  ^'the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  mastication  of  the 
envelope.*' 

From  it  we  learn  that  our  population  of  nearly  90,000  (esti- 
mated  at  87,754  over  one  year  ago  and  now  unquestionably 
greater)  sustained  a  total  death  loss  from  all  causes  of  only  114, 
being  a  death-rate  of  only  15.58  per  1,000  in  the  above  last 
cited  figures,  in  all  classes,  all  ages,  and  from  all  causes;  this  be- 
ing a  death-rate  only  once  before  touched  in  this  month  since  the 
organization  of  the  present  Health  Department  and  its  mortality 
registration  in  1875,  and  many  times  to  our  sorrow  and  detri- 
ment greatly  exceeded — ay,  even  running  as  high  as  30  and  40 
per  1,000. 

In  looking  into  the  classes  sustaining  this  mortality,  we  find  that 
our  colored  population  of  33,158  sustained  a  total  of  58,  a  rate 
of  20.95,  and  the  54,595  whites  a  total  loss  of  56,  a  rate  of 
12.30. 

In  examining  into  the  ages,  we  find  that  twelve  deaths  (all 
classes)  occurred  between  the  ages  of  60  and  80  years,  and  four 
betweent  80  and  100 ! — leaving  less  than  100  deaths  occurring 
before  three  score  years  were  attained. 

In  looking  over  the  causes  of  death,  we  find  five  whites  cred- 
ited to  violence,  leaving  only  51,  reducing  very  materially  the 
death-rate  from  disease — in  fact,  bringing  it  into  the  range  of 
the  most  favored  cities,  in  a  health  point  of  view,  on  this  conti- 
nent, or  to  11.23  per  1,000. 
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Is  there  food  for  thought  in  this?  Unquestionably  so.  Leav- 
ing out  of  consideration  the  greater  degree  of  mortality  among 
the  colored  inhabitants,  better  than  many  others  of  like  numbers 
of  this  class  of  population,  and  greatly  due  to  want  of  intelli- 
gence, densely  crowding  together  in  improper  habitations,  want 
of  personal  cleanliness  and  that  reasonable  care  of  preservation 
of  health  and  necessary  attention  to  the  sick,  and  other  potent 
factors  due  solely  to  racial  conditions  and  proclivities  that  are 
easily  observable  and  well  reeognized,  we  turn  our  attention 
solely  to  a  consideration  of  the  white  population,  for  on  them 
results  the  financial  burden  of  sanitary  precautions. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  September,  1892,  witnessed  a 
greater  degree  of  sanitary  activity  than  had  been  observed  for 
years.  It  cost  money — yes,  in  hard  dollars  and  cents.  But  was 
it  not  money  well  spent,  and  has  it  not  already  returned  its  more 
than  cent  per  cent,  on  the  investment,  as  demonstrated  by  the 
facts  elicited  from  stubborn  and  unyielding  figures  ? 

Does  not  the  very  stones  of  our  streets  and  the  running  water 
that  flushed  our  sewers  preach  a  grand  sermon  teeming  with  un- 
alterable truth,  admonishing  us  in  stentorian  tones  to  keep  up 
the  good  work  ?  Weary  not  in  well  doing,  and,  if  the  extra  ex- 
penditures were  justified  in  the  past,  recent  results  more  than 
justify  the  persistence  of  their  maintenance. 

There  is  only  one  question  for  our  municipal  law-makers  to 
consider,  and  that  is  not  how  much  money  shall  be  expended  in 
the  future  on  sanitary  measures,  but  that  it  shall  be  expended 
judiciously  and  economically.  Every  dollar  that  can  reasonably 
be  raised  and  reasonably  appropriated  will  be  more  than  returned 
an  hundred  fold  in  any  year,  if  only  judiciously  and  economically 
used.  And,  again,  if  any  thing  approaching  that  degree  of  sani- 
tary activity  witnessed  in  September  last  is  attempted,  it  will 
day  by  day  lessen  proportionately  the  amount  required.  It  is 
far  less  trouble,  less  labor,  and  less  cost  to  cleanse  your  habita- 
tions every  day  than  to  wait  a  week,  a  month,  or  longer.  Sani- 
tary work  like  that  of  the  good  and  capable  housewife  has  no 
end;  it  is  from  day  to  day,  ever  recurring,  and  ever  returning; 
and,  as  we  have  each  day  to  provide  our  bodies  with  their  daily 
requirements  of  solid  and  liquid  necessities,  so  day  by  day  should 
the  provision  be  made  by  our  city's  sanitary  officials  for  pure 
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iar  and  the  necessary  environments  that  pertain  only  and  alone 
to  this  important  and  very  essential  department  of  every  mu- 
nicipality, 

For  the  moral  protection  of  this  and  other  cities,  see  what  pro- 
vision is  made.  Look  at  the  expensive  details  of  police  ever  on 
duty  in  brightest  noontide  and  darkest  hour  of  midnight.  Esti- 
mate the  cost  of  this  and  other  paraphernalia  of  judicial  tribu- 
nals and  executive  officers  to  protect  our  property  and  persons 
from  fraud,  wrong,  and  violence.  Take  but  a  tithe  of  this,  not 
a  mere  pittance,  and  devote  it  intelligently,  judiciously,  and  with 
reasonable  economy  in  municipal  sanitation,  and  then — ^ay,  then 
look  for  results. 

These  thoughts  are  not  alone  applicable  to  the  capital  city  of 
the  grand  old  Volunteer  State,  but  to  all  villages,  towns,  and 
cities  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  throughout  the  world, 
wherever  people  do  congregate  in  similar  bodies  and  are  subject 
to  similar  conditions. 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  Associated  Press  news-items 
in  the  Nashville  Daily  American,  with  other  Thanksgiving  news- 
items,  is  expressive.  Mayhap  those  in  charge  of  this  great  me- 
tropolis on  the  banks  of  the  Father  of  Waters  were  limited  in 
the  necessary  essential  sinews  of  sanitary  war,  or  relied  too  much 
on  their  far  inland  position,  and  did  not  clean  up  as  much  as 
they  should  have  done,  but  the  essential  fact  is  before  us;  and 
among  the  reasons  cited,  of  which,  it  is  said,  many  have  been 
advanced,  the  following  quotation  is  worthy  of  emphasis:  "The 
city  seems  to  be  in  poor  sanitary  condition."  One  hundred  cases 
in  a  week,  nine  hundred  to  one  thousand  in  two  months,  many 
of  which  could  and  ought  to  have  been  prevented : 

**St.  Louis,  November  23. — ^This  city  is  without  doubt  in  the 
grip  of  an  epidemic  that  may  become  a  pestilence.  One  hun- 
dred new  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  reported  at  the  Health 
Office  to-day.  Many  reasons  are  advanced  for  the  origin  of  the 
disease.  The  city  seems  to  be  in  poor  sanitary  condition.  The 
water  in  the  Mississippi  is  very  low,  and  it  is  thought  that  high 
water  would  dilute  the  poison  and  assist  in  abating  the  scourge. 
The  river  seldom  rises  at  this  season  of  the  year,  however.  Be- 
tween nine  hundred  and  a  thousand  cases  have  been  reported  in 
two  months." 
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It  is  the  duty  of  those  in  authority  to  leave  nothing  undone  to 
enhance  the  welfare,,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  each  and  every 
individual  who  is  an  integral  part  of  a  municipal  population. 
There  are  certain  means  and  measures  known  to  all  who  have 
given  sanitation  the  m'erest  thought  that  can  only  be  effected  by 
municipal  action.  The  cost  of  preventing  one-tenth,  one-third, 
one-half,  or  nine-tenths  of  these  cases  would  have  been  less  than 
caring  for  them  after  their  occurrence. 

Our  correspondent,  who  desires  to  hide  a  prominent  and  well- 
known  name  by  reason  of  his  enviable  attainments,  in  his  letter 
from  New  York  in  this  number  calls  attention  to  results  of  the 
recent  scare  in  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia  medical  schools 
as  having  a  possibility  in  the  reduction  of  the  attendance  of 
this  year  at  the  medical  schools.  This  is  a  monetary  loss  that 
might  have  been  prevented  by  a  general  knowledge  that  will 
eventually  obtain  that  there  will  be  no  danger  in  a  metropolitan 
residence  at  any  time  under  proper  precautions  and  preventive 
j^easures. 

It  is  also  apprehended  that  material  loss  may  accrue  during  our 
great  Columbian  Exposition  next  year;  but  this  should  not  be, 
and  will  not  be,  unless,  as  we  said  in  September  last,  "  somebody 
is  at  fault.** 

Then  let  us  as  doctors  educate  our  people  that  we  are  yet  in 
the  infancy  of  sanitary  science — that  there  is  much  that  can  be 
done,  if  the  necessary  sinews  of  war  are  provided  in  each  village, 
town,  and  city  to  put  each  and  every  one  in  a  proper  sanitary 
condition,  yes,  the  very  highest  attainable,  and  so  keep  them. 
Let  us  leave  the  matter  of  importing  the  infection  by  immigrants, 
by  merchandise,  including  rags,  to  the  General  Government, 
where  it  properly  belongs.  Yet,  in  thus  leaving  it,  let  us  still 
ring  the  changes  by  iteration  and  reiteration  in  the  ears  of  our 
national  law-makers  of  the  also  absolutely  essential  of  a  Cabinet 
officer  of  Public  Health. 


Dr.  a.  Reeves  Jackson,  of  Chicago,  died  of  apoplexy  on 
November  12th.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Woman's 
Hospital,  of  Chicago,  and  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, of  which  institution  he  was  President  when  he  died. 
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SOUTHERN  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  ASSOCIATION- 
PROVISIONAL. 

At  a  convention  of  Southern  Medical  Colleges  held  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  November  16th  and  17th  ult.,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  question  of  a  higher  standard  of  medical  education, 
the  medical  schools  of  the  following  places  were  represented  by 
delegates  in  attendance,  viz.:  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  Nashville, 
Sewanee,  Chattanooga,  Atlanta,  and  Galveston.  Letters  were 
received  from  Little  Rock,  Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and 
other  places,  endorsing  the  movement  and  agreeing  to  abide  by 
the  regulations. 

The  Southern  Medical  College  Association  [^Provisional]  was  or- 
ganized by  the  election  of  Prof.  J.  M.  Bodine,  M.D.,  Universi- 
ty of  Louisville,  President;  Prof.  W.  D.  Haggard,  M.D.,  Med- 
ical Department  University  of  Tennessee,  Vice-President;  and 
Prof.  G.  C.  Savage,  M.D.,  Medical  Department  Vanderbilt 
University,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

In  the  regulations  adopted  we  find  the  following: 
Requirements  for  Matriculation. — Every  student  applying  for' 
matriculation  must  possess  the  following  qualifications: 

He  must  hold  a  certificate  as  the  pupil  of  some  known  reputa- 
ble physician,  showing  his  moral  character  and  general  fitness 
to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine. 

He  must  possess  a  diploma  of  graduation  from  some  literary  or 
scientific  institution  of  learning,  or  certificate  from  some  legally 
constituted  high-school,  General  Superintendent  of  State  Educa- 
cation  or  Superintendent  of  some  County  Board  of  Public  Edu- 
cation, attesting  the  fact  that  he  is  possessed  of  at  least' the  educa- 
tional attainments  required  of  second-grade  teachers  of  public 
schools.  Provided,  however,  that,  if  a  student  so  applying  is 
unable  to  furnish  the  above  and  foregoing  evidence  of  literary 
qualifications,  he  may  be  permitted  to  matriculate  and  receive 
medical  instruction  as  other  students,  and  qualify  himself  in 
the  required  literary  departments,  and  stand  his  required  exami- 
nation as  above  specified,  prior  to  offering  himself  for  a  second 
course  of  lectures. 

The  foregoing  diploma  or  certificate  of  educational  qualifica- 
tions, attested  by  the  Dean  of  the  medical  college  attended,  to- 
gether with  a  set  of  tickets  showing  that  the  holder  has  attended 
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one  full  course  of  medical  lectures,  shall  be  essential  to  attend- 
ance upon  a  second  course  of  lectures  in  any  college  belonging  to 
this  Association. 

Branches  of  Medical  Science  to  be  Included  in  Course  of  Instruc- 
tion,— Anatomy,  Physiology,  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  and 
Therapeutics,  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Pathology,  Sur- 
gery, Obstetrics  and  Gynecology,  Hygiene,  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence ( Forensic  Medicine ),  and  special  laboratory  work  as 
hereinafter  provided. 

Qualifications  for  Oraduation, — Candidates  for  graduation,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  requirements  of  medical  colleges,  must  have 
attended  three  courses  of  lectures  of  not  less  than  six  month,  each 
in  three  separate  years;  must  have  dissected  in  two  courses,  and 
attended  two  courses  of  clinical  or  hospital  instruction;  and  must 
have  attended  one  course  in  each  of  the  special  laboratory  de- 
partments, to  wit:  1.  Histology  and  Bacteriology;  2.  Chem- 
istry;    3.     Operative  Surgery. 

These  requirements  shall  not  apply  to  any  student  who  has  re- 
ceived a  course  of  medical  lectures  prior  to  September  1,  1893. 

The  subject  of  the  graded  system,  as  well  as  that  of  fees,  was 
left  to  the  regulation  of  each  individual  school  or  college  of  med- 
icine. 

Copies  of  the  regulations  will  be  sent  to  all  the  medical  schools 
in  the  South,  and  upon  their  ratification  by  two-thirds  of  the 
Southern  medical  schools  they  will  go  into  effect.  This  is  an  as- 
sured fact,  however,  for  that  number  were  in  attendance  or  were 
represented  by  letters  agreeing  to  abide  by  the  regulations 
adopted.  Furthermore,  the  Medical  Departments  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee  and  the  University  of  the  South  [Se- 
wanee,  Tennessee],  the  Knoxville  Medical  School,  the  schools  of 
St.  Louis,  and  others,  had  adopted  the  three  years'  course  pre- 
vious to  the  organization  of  this  Association. 


CLOSE  OF  OUR  FOURTEENTH  VOLUME. 

It  is  with  some  degree  of  gratification  that  we  bring  to  a  close 
the  final  number  of  The  Southern  Practitioner  for  1892. 
The  additional  expense  incurred  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  of 
better  paper,  new  type,  and  larger  pages  has  been  fully  appre- 


546  EDITORIAL. 

ciated  by  our  hosts  of  readers  throughout  the  land,  as  has  been 
demonstrated  by  the  almost  universal  renewal  of  subscriptions 
during  the  year,  to  which  have  been'  added  the  names  of  many 
new  subscribers.  In  this  connection  we  desire  to  renew  our  prom- 
ise of  leaving  nothing  undone  toward  making  this  journal  a 
welcome  visitor  to  the  active,  working  physician;  and  with  this 
assurance  we  confidently  hope  to  receive  many  renewals  of  sub- 
scription for  1893  during  the  remaining  few  weeks  of  this  year. 
Remember  that  our  subscription-price  is  only  one  dollar  a  year, 
postage  included,  and  that  for  this'  sum  you  will  have  The 
Southern  Practitioner  delivered  at  your  post-office  for  twelve 
consecutive  months.  Send  along  your  dollar  in  United  States 
currency,  post-office  money  order,  postal  note,  or  one  or  two-cent 
postage  stampB,  and  if  you  will  let  me  know  at  the  expiration  of 
the  year  that  you  have  not  received  the  worth  of  your  money,  it 
will  be  returned  to  you. 


A  Voice  from  the  Arctic. — Dr.  F.  A.  Cook,  who  was  with 
Lieut.  Peary  on  his  famous  North  Greenland  expedition,  and 
which  resulted  in  the  closest  approach  to  the  pole  yet  attained, 
writes  the  following  letter  to  the  Antikamnia  Chemical  Company, 
which  will  be  of  interest  as  showing  how  an  approved  product 
becomes  far-reaching  in  its  work: 

New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  338  W.  55th  Street,  November  2, 
1892. — Gentlemen:  The  Antikamnia  which  you  sent  for  use  in 
the  North  Greenland  expedition  I  used  with  gratifying  results. 
For  rheumatism,  neuralgic  pains,  as  well  as  the  pains  which  ac- 
company the  grippe,  it  has  no  equal.     Yours  respectfully, 

F.  A.  Cook,  M.D., 

Surgeon  and  Ethpologist  of  the  North  Greenland  Expedition. 


Quinine  pills  and  capsules  are  very  insoluble,  being  discharged 
undissolved. 

Febriline,  or  Tasteless  Syrup  of  Quinine,  has  been  found  to 
be  just  as  reliable  in  all  cases  as  the  bitter  sulphate  of  quinine, 
and  physicians  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  use  it  for  adults  as 
well  as  chilbren  in  place  of  pills  and  capsules.     It  is  as  pleasant 


EDITORIAL.  547 

as  lemon  syrup,  and  will  be  retained  by  the  most  delicate  stomach, 
symptoms  of  which  so  many  patients  complain  after  taking  the 
quinine  sulphate.  Posessing  these  advantages,  physicians  will 
find  it  superior  to  the  quinine  sulphate  for  all  cases  requiring 
quinine,  particularly  typhoid  fever. 


Alvarenga  Prize  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
Philadelphia. — The  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia  an- 
nounces that  the  next  Alvarenga  prize,  being  the  income  for  one 
year  of  the  bequest  of  the  late  Senor  Alvarenga,  and  amounting  to 
about  $180,  will  be  made  on  July  14,  1893,  provided  that  an 
essay  deemed  by  the  Committee  of  Award  to  be  worthy  of  the 
prize  shall  have  been  offered.  Essays  intended  for  competition 
may  be  upon  any  subject  in  medicine,  but  cannot  have  been  pub- 
lished, and  must  be  received  by  the  secretary  of  the  college  on 
or  before  May  1,  1893.  Each  essay  must  be  sent  without  signa- 
ture, but  must  be  plainly  marked  with  a  motto  and  be  accom- 
panied by  a  sealed  envelope  having  on  its  outside  the  motto  of 
the  paper  and  within  it  the  name  and  address  of  the  author.  It 
is  a  condition  of  competition  that  the  successful  essay  or  a  copy 
of  it  shall  remain  in  possession  of  the  college;  other  essays  will 
be  returned  upon  application  within  three  months  after  the  award. 

The  Alvarenga  prize  for  1892  has  been  awarded  to  Dr.  R.  H. 
L.  Bibb,  of  Saltillo,  Mexico,  for  his  essay  entitled  '* Observa- 
tions on  the  Nature  of  Leprosy." 


The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  1890,  which  will  be  pub- 
lished during  1893,  adopts  in  great  measure  the  metric  system  of 
weights  and  measures.  This  will  doubtless  create  much  con- 
fusion in  the  minds  of  physicians  and  druggists,  and  lead  to 
many  misunderstandings  and  errors.  In  order  to  provide  a  guide 
to  the  proper  dosage,  etc..  Dr.  George  M.  Gould,  author  of 
**The  New  Medical  Dictionary,"  has  prepared  a  very  complete 
table  of  the  official  and  unofficial  drugs,  with  doses  in  both  the 
metric  and  English  systems.  This  table  is  to  be  published  in  P. 
Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.'s  ** Physicians'  List  for  1893,"  together 
with  a  short  description  of  the  metric  system. 
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The  Elixir  Quercus  Compound  certainly  does  all  claimed  for 
it.  I  administered  it  in  a  case  of  diarrhoea  in  a  consumptive 
patient,  and  it  did  better  than  any  thing  I  ever  gave  him.  I 
prescribe  it  frequently  with  good  results. — H,  Crumley,  M.D., 
Chattanooga  f  Tenn. 


I  HAVE  found  Peacock's  Bromides  in  one-drachm  doses  of 
great  service  in  congestive  and  neuralgic  headaches,  and  in  the 
headaches  accompanying  menstrual  derangements.  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  prescribe  this  preparation  in  my  practice. — Wm.  Mac- 
Sweeny,  M,D,,  and  M.  Ch,  Royal  Univ,  Ireland,  Killamey,  Ire- 
land, 


Albemarle  Chemical  Co. — Dear  Sirs:  Several  months  ago 
I  received  sample  powders  of  Therapine.  I  gave  them  to  relieve 
a  severe  case  of  neuralgia  caused  from  eye  trouble,  and  found 
immediate  relief.  Since  then  I  have  been  prescribing  Therapine 
as  an  anodyne.     Yours  respectfully, 

A.  V.  Campbell,  M.D. 

714  Pine. Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


The  Messrs.  Macmillan  &  Co.  announce  that  the  recently 
complete'd  edition  of  Foster's  Text-book  of  Physiology,  in  four 
parts,  is  to  be  supplemented  by  the  issue  of  an  appendix  on  '*The 
Chemical  Basis  of  the  Animal  Body,"  by  A.  Sheridan  Lea,  Sc.D., 
F.R.S.  Dr.  Lea  is  Lecturer  on  Physiology  to  the  University 
of  Cambridge,  England. 
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A  Pocket  Dictionary  :  Giving  the  Pronunciation  and  Definition  of  about 
12,000  of  the  Principal  Words  Used  in  Medicine  and  the  Collateral 
Sciences.  By  George  M.  Gould,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Author  of  a  New  Med- 
icai  Dictionary ;  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  etc. 
24mo,  pp.  317.  Price,  gilt  edges  and  flexible  leather  binding,  $1.  P. 
Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  1012  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 

A  very  excellent  little  pocket  companion  indeed  for  the  med- 
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ical  student.  In  addition  to  the  principal  words  used  in  medi- 
cine and  surgery,  it  contains  very  complete  tables  of  the  arteries, 
muscles,  nerves,  bacteria,  bacilli,  micrococci,  spirilli,  and  ther- 
mometric  scales,  and  a  dose  list  of  drugs  and  their  preparations 
in  both  apothecary's  and  metric  systems.  Every  student  would 
do  well  to  always  have  this  little  pocket  companion  on  hand;  its 
ready  reference  in  the  lecture-room,  dissecting-room,  laboratory, 
and  study-room  will  be  invaluable. 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints.  By  N.  Senn,  M.D.,  Ph.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  Rash  Medical  College;  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
Chicago  Polyclinic;  Attending  Surgeon  Presbyterian  Hospital;  Sur- 
geon-in-Chief  St.  Joseph's  Hospital;  President  of  the  American  Sur- 
gical Association;  President  of  the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons  of 
the  National  Guard  of  the  United  States;  Permanent  Member  of  the 
German  Congress  of  Surgeons,  etc.  Illustrated  with  107  Engravings 
(seven  of  them  colored).  In  one  handsome  Royal  Octavo  Volume;  520 
pages.  Extra  Cloth,  $4.00  net;  Sheep,  |5.00  net.  Half  Russia,  $5.00 
net.  Philadelphia,  The  F.  A.  Davis  Co.,  publishers,  1231  Filbert 
Street. 

The  surgeon  and  medical  practitioner  will  find  quite  a  large 
number  of  his  cases  of  tuberculosis  affecting  the  various  bones 
and  joints;  and  while  many  of  the  chronic  affections  of  the  bones 
and  joints  are  not  as  fully  realized  and  readily  accepted  by  many 
as  of  tuberculous  origin  or  nature,  it  is  quite  important  that  a 
correct  diagnosis  should  be  early  made,  if  any  curative  measures 
are  to  prove  of  satisfactory  avail. 

Dr.  Senn  is  well-known  by  reason  of  his  earnest  and  diligent 
investigations,  and  he  is  to-day  a  recognized  authority  among  the 
most  advanced  thinkers  and  progressive  men  in  the  profession  on 
account  of  his  carefully  and  thoughtfully  prepared  contributions 
to  recent  surgical  literature. 

This  able  author,  in  the  valuable  volume  just  issued  from  the 
press  in  such  handsome  form  by  the  F.  A.  Davis  Company,  has 
presented  the  modern  ideas  on  tubercular  diseases  of  bones  and 
joints  collected  from  recent  literature,  which  he  has  arranged  in 
a  condensed  form,  to  which  are  added  in  appropriate  places  the 
results  of  his  own  valuable  experience.  Unquestionably  this 
work  will  take,  as  it  deserves,  high  rank  with  both  present  and 
future  medical  readers. 
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A  Manual  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology.  By  Henry 
C.  Chapman,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  MediciDe  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia; 
Member  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences  of  Philadelphia,  of  the  American  Philosophical  So- 
ciety, and  of  the  Zoological  Society  of  Philadelphia.  With  Thirty-six 
Illustrations,  some  of  which  are  in  colors.  Philadelphia:  W.  B.  Saun- 
ders, 913  Walnut  Street.     1892.    Price,  $1.25,  net. 

• 

This  little  manual  comprises  the  course  of  lectures  on  medical 
jurisprudence  delivered  by  the  author  to  the  students  at  Jefferson 
Medical  College  during  the  session  of  1891-2,  and  prepared  at 
the  request  of  the  students.  It  will  afford  a  most  excellent 
means  for  the  student  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  details  of  this 
branch  of  his  profession;  and  while  it  cannot  take  the  place  of 
the  more  voluminous  works  of  Wharton  and  Stille,  Beck,  Reece, 
and  others,  it  is  amply  sufficient  to  supply  the  needs  of  all  prac- 
tical demands  for  the  general  practitioner.  The  subject  of  tox- 
icology is  very  ably  considered  in  the  latter  third  of  the  volume. 

The  International  Magazine  Pocket  Visiting  List,  for  Sixty  Pa- 
tients A  Week,  1893.  Arranged  for  the  Use  of  Practitioners.  By 
J.  C.  Wilson,  M.^D.,  Physician  to  the  German  Hospital,  etc.  Price, 
$1.50.     Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  Co.,  Publishers. 

A  very  handsome  and  well-gotten  up  essential  for  the  practi- 
tioner,  containing  in  well -arranged  form  the  daily  record  of 
practice,  obstetric  engagements,  and  calendar,  vaccination  record, 
deaths,  special  memoranda,  addresses  of  nurses  and  others,  cash 
account,  a  full  and  complete  table  of  doses,  incompatibles,  and 
much  other  valuable  information  that  is  quite  important  to  have 
at  hand  or  in  the  pocket  for  occasional  ready  reference. 

Leonard's  Physician's  Pocket  Day-book.  Bound  in  red  morocco, 
with  flap,  pocket,  pencil-loop,  and  red  edges.  Price,  post-paid,  $1 . 
Published  by  the  Illustrated  Medical  Journal  Company,  Detroit,  Mich. 

This  popular  day-book  is  now  in  its  fifteenth  year  of  publica- 
tion. The  front  part  of  it  is  occupied  with  dose  tables  and  other 
useful  memoranda.  It  is  good  for  thirteen  months  from  the  first 
of  any  month  that  it  may  be  begun,  and  accommodates  daily 
charges  for  fifty  patients,  besides  having  cash  department  and 
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complete  obstetric  recoc<fe.^  There  are  also  columns  for  the  diag- 
nosis of  disease,  or  for  brief  record  of  the  treatment  adopted, 
following  each  name-space.  Name  of  patient  needs  to  be  written 
but  three  times  in  a  month.  The  book  is  seven  and  a  half  inches 
in  length,  and  is  three  and  a  half  inches  wide,  so  that  it' will 
carry  bill-heads  or  currency  bills  without  folding.  It  is  bound 
in  flexible  covers,  and  weighs  but  five  ounces,  so  that  it  is  easily 
carried  in  the  pocket. 

The  Diseases  of  the  Stomach.  By  Dr.  C.  A.  Ewald,  Extraordinary 
Professor  of  Medicine  at  the  Uniyersity  of  Berlin ;  Director  of  the  Au- 
gusta Hospital,  etc.  Authorized  translation  from  the  second  German 
edition,  with  special  additions  hj  the  author,  by  Morris  Manges,  A.M.. 
M.D.,  Attending  Physician  to  Out-door  Department,  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital, 
New  York  City,  etc.  Sold  only  by  subscription.  With  thirty  illostra- 
tions.  Price,  cloth,  $5,  sheep,  |6.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
Publishers,  1,  3,  and  5  Bond  Street. 

In  his  preface  to  the  American  edition  Dr.  Ewald  says: 

''I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  Manges  for  the  excellent  man- 
ner  in  which  he  has  performed  his  task;  at  the  same  time  I  wish 
to  state  that  I  have  carefully  read  his  manuscript,  and  have 
made  many  additions  to  it.  In  this  way  I  believe  I  have  in- 
cluded the  latest  investigations  on  this  subject.  Hence  the  vol- 
ume is  not  merely  a  rendering  of  the  second  German  edition, 
but  it  practically  represents  the  third  German  edition,  which 
will  soon  appear.'' 

In  a  review  of  the  first  volume  of  Professor  Ewald 's  work, 
which  volume  is  not  included  in  the  present  translation,  because 
Dr.  Saundby  had  already  rendered  it  into  English,  and  because 
the  two  parts  are  entirely  independent  of  each  other,  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  referring  to  the  forthcoming  (present)  volume, 
says:  *'A  perusal  of  this  installment  will  make  the  reader  anx- 
ious to  gain  acquaintance  with  the  second  volume,  for  he  will 
perceive  that  a  work  on  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  from  a 
physician  so  conversant  with  their  physiology  must  be  an  im- 
portant contribution  to  the  subject." 

The  work  is  well  illustrated,  several  cuts  in  addition  to  those 
found  in  the  original  work  having  been  introduced  in  the  text. 
It  is  confidently  believed  that  this  work  will  fulfill  the  highest 
expectations;  it  is,  without  question,  the  best  work  on  the  sub- 
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ject  in  any  language.     It  is  prKt^d  V^||1flll^  large  type,  on  the 
best  quality  of  paper.  '^'ywiiw  ■»»*' 

Addresses  and  Essays.  ByG.  Frank  Lydston,  M.D.,  Professor  of 
Surgical  Diseases  of  the  Genito-urinary  Organs  and  Syphilology  in  thj 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Chicago ;  Surgeon-in-chief  of  the 
Genito-urinary  and  Venereal  Department  of  the  West-Side  Dispensary 
Fellow  of  the  Chicago  Academy  of  Medicine  and  of  the  Southern  Sur- 
gical and  Gynecological  Association,  etc.  8vo,  pp.  289.  Second  edi- 
tion, revised  and  enlarged.  Published  by  Renz  &  Henry,  Louisville, 
Ky.     1892. 

The  following  are  the  titles  of  the  fifteen  excellent  addresses 
by  Dr.  Lydston,  wliicli  in  themselves  alone  are  sufficient  to 
create  an  earnest  desire  in  the  minds  of  many  to  possess  them- 
selves of  this  valuable  little  volume: 

1.  Evolution  of  the  Local  Venereal  Disease;  2.  Gonorrhoea 
in  Women;  3.  Hypertrophy  and  Hyperplasia  Consequent  upon 
Lesions  of  the  Genitalia;  4.  Aberrant  Sexual  Differentiation; 
5.  A  Plea  for  Early  Operation  in  Acute  Peritonitis;  6.  Studies 
of  Criminal  Crania;  7.  Materialism  vs.  Sentiment  in  the  Study 
of  Crime;  8.  The  Rationale  of  Extension  of  the  Spine;  9.  Tro- 
pho-neurosis  in  Syphilis;  10.  Varicocele;  11.  Observations  in 
Stricture  of  the  Urethra;  12.  The  Treatment  of  Syphilis;  13. 
Sexual  Perversion;  14.  Urethral  and  Genital  Neuroses;  15.  A 
Case  of  Circinate  Papulo -erythematous  Syphilide  with  Psoriasis 
Palmaris  Syphilitica. 

The  volume  throughout  its  entirety  displays  marked  originality 
of  thought,  clearly  and  originally  expressed,  and  we  can  most 
heartily  commend  it. 

The  Mastoid  Operation,  Including  its  History,  Anatomy,  and  Path- 
ology. By  Samuel  Ellsworth  Allen,  M.D.  12mo.,  Cloth,  pp.  111. 
Illustrated.     Kobt  Clark  &  Co.  Publishers,  Cincinnati,  O.     1892. 

The  otologist  and  surgeon  will  find  in  this  monograph  a  full  and 
thorough  consideration  of  the  mastoid  operation,  devised,  as  the 
author  states,  from  the  teachings  at  the  clinic  of  Prof.  Schwartze, 
and  supplemented  by  considerable  thought  and  anatomical  work 
of  his  own. 

A  series  of  very  handsome  plates  serve  to  elucidate  the  very 
clear  and  well-written  text,  and  the  publishers  have  brought  out 
the  work  in  very  handsome  garb, 


I 


///e//^7-^ 


